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  OREWORD


  The Reformation Manifesto is clearly a book for the Second Apostolic Age. I don't believe the church would have been ready for this book ten, maybe even five, years ago. But the church is ready now. One of Cindy Jacobs' many enviable qualities is her ability to discern, through the Holy Spirit, accurate timing. The book you have in your hands has the potential for igniting the fuel for some crucial booster rockets that will measurably advance the kingdom of God in our generation.


  The Second Apostolic Age? For some this may be a new term. To the best of my calculations, the Second Apostolic Age began around 2001. What this means is that, for the first time in some eighteen hundred years, a critical mass of the body of Christ now recognizes the biblical government of the church based on apostles and prophets. We are now witnessing the greatest change in the way of doing church at least since the Protestant Reformation.


  This new season has opened the way for the Holy Spirit to begin to reveal some things to church leaders that many were not previously ready to receive. Chief among these potentially history-changing fresh ideas relates to the theme of this book: reformation. Reformation of what? Reformation of the societies in which we live. Cindy Jacobs is not alone in discerning this. She is not a voice crying in the wilderness. Rather, she is joining a chorus of cutting-edge leaders of the segment of Christianity that I like to think of as charismatically inclined evangelicals to proclaim that God's kingdom is coming here on earth as it is in heaven, and it is coming more rapidly than many have thought.


  Many of us, myself included, have for too long harbored a truncated view of the kingdom of God. We began by over-identifying the church with the kingdom and going on from there to imagine that our mission was to save souls and plant churches and let others worry about improving society. No longer! Jacobs is proclaiming a "reformation manifesto." We are also hearing terms such as social transformation and city taking and cultural mandate and retaking dominion and ministry in the workplace. We are much more aware than we have been that just being good Christians and living holy lives and praying harder and worshiping fervently and tithing our income—wonderful as that all certainly is—will not by itself be enough to reform society. We need to do more of that, but we also need to go hands on into society itself, and perhaps in the process even get our hands dirty.


  I love the way Cindy Jacobs talks about things like the Great Commission. I used to think making disciples of the nations meant getting people saved and multiplying churches around the world. But Cindy brings it to a new level when she proposes that "Jesus wasn't looking to get people to change as much as He was looking to get kingdoms to change." She argues that history has shown that revivals per se have not produced sustained social transformation. Revival is not enough! We need a paradigm shift. When she moves into biblical economics, she even scolds St. Francis of Assisi! Why? Because he established the worldview that "poverty equals spirituality, and therefore wealth is sinful." In opposition to this, she advocates that we develop an "abundance mentality."


  This is not typical religious language. We don't often hear things like this from our pulpits. One reason is that most of our "Spirit-filled" pastors have been taught that they should keep away from worldly things and that social concerns are usually marks of liberalism. But this is rapidly changing, and prophetic voices like that of Cindy Jacobs are speeding the process.


  The Reformation Manifesto is at the same time an exciting and a challenging book. It will thrill you, and it will disturb you. But through it I know that you will be hearing more and more clearly what the Spirit is saying to the churches these days. My prayer is that you will not only hear it but that you will allow it to penetrate your heart. If you do, you will join the ranks of those kingdom-minded and kingdom-motivated servants of God whom He longs to use to change our world!


  C. Peter Wagner, Presiding Apostle International Coalition of Apostles


  
    
      


    

  


  


  Introduction


  Martin Luther was greatly troubled by what was happening in the society that surrounded him. Sin and corruption were running rampant, and they were destroying not only the lives of the people he saw every day in Wittenberg, but also their hope for eternal salvation. Immorality was destroying their families—the essential support structure of society. Forgiveness of sin had turned into a moneymaking venture through the selling of "indulgences"—pardons sold by local priests that had nothing to do with sincere repentance or renewed devotion to God. Instead, these indulgences gave dishonesty and decadence free rein. The church of Luther's day was doing little or nothing to fulfill the purpose Jesus had proclaimed as His mission:


  The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,


  Because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor;


  He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,


  To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind,


  To set at liberty those who are oppressed;


  To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.


  Luke 4:18-19


  So it was on All Hallows' Eve of 1517 that Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-five Theses on the door of Castle Church in Wittenberg, beginning what would become known as the Reformation. Ironically, these "Theses" were not an attack on the Church as much as a reintroduction of what true repentance really meant and a call to return to it. Luther wasn't interested in becoming the leader of a new denomination but rather wanted to see the true gospel released again to do everything God had intended it to do. He wasn't calling for revolution, even though that is what resulted because of the stubbornness of many in power; he was calling for revival.


  It was a move that shook the Christian world from one end to the other and is still affecting us today. God's truth certainly has a way of changing things.


  Is It Time for a New Reformation?


  As you open the pages of this book, I am sure you are wondering why there needs to be a new reformation. Others might say, "I don't like what happened in the last one," or "What does this have to do with me?" or "Shouldn't we simply pray for revival to come to the nations of the earth so that all will turn to God?"


  As we stand at the dawn of the third millennium since Jesus came to the earth, we again see a world where sin and corruption are running rampant, destroying lives in whole new ways. The twentieth century was the bloodiest era in human history. We saw our first two world wars, the Holocaust, the rise of Communism and Fascism, and the reign of totalitarian regimes that turned children against their parents in the name of Cultural Revolution. The Killing Fields of Southeast Asia, attempted genocide in the Balkans and Rwanda, and the birth of Islamic extremism are just a few examples of how little progress humanity has made since the wickedness that caused the Great Flood. Twice as many Christians died as martyrs in the twentieth century as did in the previous nineteen hundred years. Will the twenty-first century be any different?


  Our problem today, however, isn't that the church has been compromised, but rather that the universal body of Christ, whatever our affiliation, has not somehow been able to infuse the relevancy of the gospel into our culture. The Bible is full of answers for transforming society! However, if we transform without putting reformational laws, structures, and a biblical worldview into our everyday lives, society will revert to its former state.


  I contend that the reason many in our society believe the church is totally irrelevant is that the church has not been the salt and light it should be in order to make a difference.


  Don't misunderstand me. It isn't that Christians aren't still doing good things. Christian missionaries circle the earth today, and some of the greatest revivals of all time have happened in the twentieth century. With my own eyes I have seen the transformation that took place in South America, where the gospel was preached and revival spread like wildfire—lives and entire cities were dramatically changed almost overnight. Yet in the years since those events, the changes haven't stuck. I have come to understand that as important and life-transforming as revival is, it is not enough.


  Another part of the problem is doctrine. Many people have felt that the world should get progressively worse before Jesus returns to save it. I am aware that the subject of reforming nations brings up the question of my end-time eschatological stance. Truthfully, my heart is so focused on "doing business and occupying" (see Luke 19:13) until He comes that I haven't fully grappled with this issue. I want to see millions from across the Middle East, Africa, Asia, and other lands worshiping before the throne of God because of sweeping revivals. I also believe that it is my mandate as a believer to see that the nations are discipled and taught of the Lord. My preacher daddy had this stance on the end times: "Honey," he said with a smile, "I'm not a post-millennialist or a pre-millennialist—I'm a pan-millennialist! I believe it will all 'pan out' in the end!" I'm following in his footsteps on this. Others much brighter than I am and dedicated to the study of eschatology can figure that out.


  In the past centuries, it is hard to find a revival that has lasted more than a few years. The effects of the great revivalists, such as John Wesley, George Whitefield, and Charles Finney, in the First and Second Great Awakenings, only lasted decades, while more recent revivals, such as what took place in Wales and at Azusa Street at the turn of the twentieth century lasted only a few years. A major revival swept Argentina in 1954, resulting in more than three hundred thousand saved, but Argentina still had problems with widespread corruption. Today that nation is on a path of reformation and transformation because it is taking seriously the Great Commission mandate to disciple and teach others.


  Reinhard Bonnke was profoundly instrumental in changing the nations of Africa, seeing hundreds of thousands saved; but believers have not known how to follow up with solutions to the poverty of the continent.


  Cities such as my own Dallas, Texas, have a large Christian population, but we have not seen the government of the city shift to godly principles. In fact, in the last election, numbers of godly judges were swept out of office when pro-abortion politicians were voted in.


  So it is time to ask ourselves the hard questions: "Why are our cities in such terrible moral condition, when we have been preaching the gospel through every means possible?" "Why aren't our communities getting better?" "What can we do to reform our cities and nations, to see thousands swept into the kingdom of God as well as change their structures back to biblical patterns?"


  Revival, Transformation, and Reformation


  What I have seen is that when revival happens, areas often seem transformed because so many individuals have been changed through the power of God's Word. However, such spiritual transformations often get put into a "spiritual box" and stored away. What happens in church on Sunday doesn't always carry over to life Monday through Saturday. We don't let spiritual change affect our normal, everyday life.


  A businessman may get saved but continue to follow the same shady business practices he did before he went to the revival; teachers may get converted but still must teach from the same secular textbooks and curriculum; government officials may be born again but still have to work in the same corrupt systems that honor bribes and cronyism. Lives may be temporarily transformed, but if the overall culture isn't affected, what everyone else is doing will soon overpower newborn faith, and the tares and "cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things" 1 enter in so that daily life goes back to the way it was pre-revival. We should not only be asking "Why does revival tarry?" but "Why doesn't revival last?"


  Think of it this way: When revival happens, a huge number of people enter the kingdom of God. Everyone is suddenly excited about God and the possibilities of what life in Jesus can mean for their future. Church memberships swell, and huge numbers of Bibles and Christian books and pamphlets are sold and distributed. Lives are transformed, and the more lives transformed the more Jesus becomes the talk of the town. He is the answer to everything, and as people turn to Him with their problems and concerns, miracles happen. It is an incredibly powerful and exciting thing to be a part of! It is literally heaven on earth.


  However, as time moves on, the influence of society and culture moves back in. People get comfortable being Christians but return to their old ways of getting answers to their problems, and suddenly miracles aren't as common anymore. People stand around at the gates of the kingdom and never venture in. Rather than transforming the culture around them, they allow the culture to conform them back to the way they were before, and within a few years everything starts to look as it did pre-revival.


  Some would say we need to live in a constant state of revival. Being a revivalist is deeply relevant to my own personal calling, so allow me to make a few comments: Revival occurs when God pours out deep conviction of sin, souls are swept into the kingdom, miracles occur daily, and the power of the Lord saturates the hearts and souls of Christians. We would like to see this happen on a regular basis in our churches. But there are steps that we need to take beyond this that will lead to seeing whole nations changed by the power of the gospel. Once people are swept into the kingdom, we need to disciple them on how to live transformed lives. This involves equipping and teaching.


  The third step is integrating changed lives into society that needs to see the transforming power of God. We teach people how to be salt and light in their workplace and other areas of influence. Each believer should be trained on how to become a reformer wherever God has placed them in their everyday lives. This means that a mother will raise her children with a biblical worldview and teach them how to be nation changers. Dads model this to their sons and daughters. Churches raise up generations of children and teenagers with an understanding that they have a mandate to be agents of reformation in society. Believers see their vocations as a vehicle to release God's principles and kingdom manifestation into each workday, whether they work at the grocery store, in the classroom, or in a political office. The reformation mandate is infused into every part of the nation through the praying, teaching, working "army of the Lord."


  I believe with all my heart that God is going to add a new evangelism thrust to infuse our nations with righteous believers. Then, we will not only save people's souls, but show that the Word of God really works in our nations. In addition to that, through the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit's working, we will see people healed of plagues like AIDS as well as raise up scientists who come up with the cure of the disease!


  If we are to see nations transformed, we must go beyond a mandate that only sees souls saved to seeing Christians grow in the Lord and seeing the kingdom of God invade every sector of society. God wants His kingdom will to be done on earth through us! If a nation is transformed without being reformed, it will soon fall back into its original state of decay.


  What do I mean by reformation? I would define reformation as an amendment or repair of what is corrupt, to build the institutions of our governments and society according to their God-ordained order and organization. It means to institutionalize God's will in how we do our daily business, deal with the poor, administer justice, make our laws, teach our children, and generally live our lives. It is to give people a license to do good and not a license to sin. It means turning our communities into places where God's blessings flow from person to person just as God sees them flow in heaven.


  Entering the Seven Gates


  What would a culture look like if it were to make Jesus its Lord and Savior? What would it mean if we reconciled not only individuals to the Lord but also our communities and countries?


  Colossians 1:20 says, "By Him [Jesus] to reconcile all things to Himself... whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross." In Matthew 6:10, Jesus teaches His disciples to pray: "Your kingdom come. Your will be done. On earth as it is in heaven." When Jesus came to earth, He wasn't only looking for converts, He was looking to recreate heaven on earth. He wanted to see His followers establish His kingdom—a place where God's will concerning all things was easily accessible, whether through the miraculous or the demonstration of Christian love. Jesus wanted to enable His followers to win back the world on His behalf.


  Democracy without the basic doctrines of the Bible eventually deteriorates into a society led by a military dictatorship or other types of non-democratic governments. This is because it doesn't work without a basic biblical framework and worldview instilled into the founding documents. The Bible gives us the tenets of belief that allow for the greatest political freedoms because God has created us with free will. Democracy based on Scripture will produce a society of law where religious oppression is not allowed.


  However, this does not mean that we can have sociological law, where the majority breaks the laws of God. A society without godly safeguards deteriorates into anarchy, where everyone does what is right in their own eyes.


  Christians such as William Wilberforce raised the banner of abolition to press the issue in Great Britain and the United States to end slavery. Sir Isaac Newton and other Christians have made some of the greatest scientific discoveries in history. Most of the inventions that have led to national progress have originated from "Christian" nations. Incredible things happen when God's kingdom is released not only on an individual basis but on a societal one as well.


  The Declaration of Independence of the United States of America is infused with lines that promote such ideas as humanity being "endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness."


  This is the kingdom we need to release into the world again—a kingdom based on God's love, justice, and power, where corruption is the exception, the hungry and poor are fed and clothed, the courts rule justly, government is run righteously, business is operated ethically, and education is more about pursuing truth than indoctrinating the young into the popular philosophy of the day. I am talking about a society based on the freedom to love rather than to lust—a government based on morality rather than convenience and selfishness, on the freedom to do what is right rather than manipulating others, appealing to their lowest natures to build personal empires. It is the true release of the gospel to radically change our world.


  Through some of the work that Peter Wagner and his associates have done, it has been suggested that if we are to reform our nations, we need to affect the "seven gates of society." These are:


  1. The gate of government


  2. The gate of media and communications


  3. The gate of the marketplace


  4. The gate of the arts


  5. The gate of education


  6. The gate of family


  7. The gate of church and ministry


  What would each of these look like if they were truly founded on Scripture? While I am not an expert in any of these fields, I do hope to start some compelling conversations among the experts. So while the first chapters of this book will look more at what reformation is, the latter chapters will discuss entering these gates in more detail and how they might look if restructured according to the precepts and promises of the Bible.


  Loving God With Our Minds As Well As Our Hearts


  Something happened as I worked through these concepts; something amazing took place within me. I realized that I had come to love God not only with all my heart and soul but also with my mind as we are commanded in Matthew 22:37.


  A lawyer came to Jesus to test Him, asking Him what was the greatest commandment, and Jesus said, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind."


  As you study the various philosophers, reformers, and others who influenced lives in the past, allow the Holy Spirit to change and adjust your thinking. Let the light of the Scripture reveal to you where you have adopted the world's thinking and then readjust your mind to biblical patterns of thought. I feel like I have renewed my mind and shifted my thinking as I have studied the Bible. Now I judge each thought or decision as to what is right or wrong in society through a biblically framed worldview.


  Let me illustrate this. I recently attended a meeting held on the campus of the University of California, Berkeley. As I spoke to an audience of a thousand people, I said, "Many of you may ask what my opinion is on homosexuality. My reply to you is that I do not have one. However, let's read from the Bible, the manufacturer's handbook, to see what His laws are concerning this." After that I simply read from Romans 1, which says that God's anger is revealed from heaven against those who do not follow His mandates, and their understanding is futile or darkened. Then I read the list of those things that break God's law through homosexuality: women exchanging their natural use for what is against nature, and men lusting for each other.


  God is the Creator and has established certain laws. It doesn't matter what I think about them any more than what I think about whether a traffic light should be on a particular street corner or not. What matters is that I stop at the red light because it is the law.


  It takes loving God with all your mind to reform a nation. In reflecting on this commandment, there was an earth-shaking moment when I thought, "When have I ever been taught specifically to love God with all my mind?" Of course I have heard many sermons on the renewing of the mind as referred to in Romans 12:1-2, but not one on this part of the greatest commandment.


  It is my prayer that you will learn to love God more fully with your mind as you read through the pages of this book—that you will love God in a greater way than you have ever thought possible!


  Why Me?


  One of my major concerns in writing this book is that readers might think the subject too far over their heads to be clearly understood. I hope you don't think this! God is able to help you incorporate the concepts of biblical reformation into your everyday life. The gospel works, and this will become clear to you once you take the time to study and learn to love God with your mind as well as your heart and soul.


  When this book was first implanted in my heart, I asked the question, "Why me, God?" Why not someone with a degree in political science instead of music education? I think I know the answer. At least one is that if I could grasp these concepts, then you can too! The Holy Spirit is the great revealer of truth. He is interested in seeing His will done on earth as it is in heaven!


  So don't become overwhelmed. Ask the Holy Spirit to wash your brain with the truth of the gospel. Believe me, when I first started writing, I felt inadequate and overwhelmed. How could I begin to write on such broad sweeping subjects, let alone make sense of them? I confess that there were moments I felt so stretched that I didn't think I could possibly complete this book. There were times when I got on my face and simply wept before God, begging Him to help me on what seemed at the time an impossible assignment. I was enveloped with self-doubt and felt sure God should have called someone much smarter than me to write this.


  However, little by little I climbed the mountain of timidity, and as I worked, something amazing took place within me. While I am not an academic scholar, I do know how to listen for and hear God and how to read my Bible. God would never ask any of us to do something we were not capable of accomplishing. Nothing is too difficult for God —He has always used people just like you and me to accomplish His will on the earth. And so God enabled me and led me step by step in what I needed to write. In the process, He has given me the heart of a reformer.


  As I studied the subject of reformation, something was kindled in my heart, soul, and mind—like a fire shut up in my bones. I want to see nations reformed and fulfill the true meaning of the Great Commission. God calls us not only to convert individuals but to teach nations.


  It is my heart's cry that you will also receive the heart of a reformer and that the Holy Spirit will bring God's truths to life in your heart as you read this book. It is my prayer that the words will leap from the page and into your heart, soul, and mind, indelibly imprinting on you God's design for the establishment of His kingdom in your nation.


  In the midst of reforming nations, we must not lose sight of the fact that Jesus came to be the Savior of souls. This must remain in the forefront of our focus. A reformed society will not change the souls of human beings like a supernatural encounter with the living God. We must remember the evangelism mandate given us in Scripture: All need to be saved personally—no exceptions! But we can't stop there either. It starts with individual souls being saved, but must go on to full reformation. We cannot have one without the other.


  According to Peter Wagner, this is not the first time God has tried to release into the churches the understanding that we need reformation concerning social justice issues. He sent me the following memo:


  In the late 1800s the voice of Walter Rauschenbusch of Rochester, New York, began to be heard. He attempted to bring the cultural mandate back to one of the front burners of the missionary movement alongside the evangelistic mandate. He is remembered today as one of the more prominent pioneers of what soon came to be called the Social Gospel Movement. Unfortunately, it was at this point that the liberal element of the church succeeded in co-opting the cultural mandate. Ironically, Rauschenbusch himself advocated that the evangelistic mandate should be kept primary, but he wasn't able to stem the liberal tide. His Social Gospel followers alienated themselves from evangelicals by (1) attributing the root of social evil in the U.S. to capitalism, and (2) removing the evangelistic mandate from their agenda.


  This caused a strong negative reaction among evangelical leaders as we moved into the 1900s. It caused evangelicals to reject the idea of social transformation because it became stereotyped as a liberal doctrine.


  That now has changed. As best I can track it, the changes began in the 1960s. At that time the Holy Spirit started speaking strongly to biblical, evangelical Christians about their responsibility to care for the poor and the oppressed.


  My friend George Otis Jr. has been used mightily of God through his Transformation DVD series that takes seriously the biblical mandate to disciple and teach nations. Many of the concepts being taught concerning transformation can be applied to reformation. It takes reformers to transform!


  God is raising up a new generation of on-fire, passionate leaders in every sector of society. Part of this leadership will include revivalists who are burning with a passion to see souls won and thousands saved on college campuses, in schools, and on the streets of cities around the world. God is going to raise up an army of nation-shaking reformers who will march across the face of the earth with a new holiness movement.


  No matter whether you are young or old; short or tall; thin or in need of shedding a few pounds; red, yellow, black, brown, or white, God has called you to a destiny and given you a purpose to fulfill in your generation. It is time we stand together with the reformers of old and bring His light to the new millennium.


  Will you join me in learning how?


  Cindy Jacobs Dallas, Texas


  
    
      


    

  


  


  Chapter One


  Personal Reformation


  I hardly felt like a reformer standing with my friends in the misty afternoon weather in Wittenberg, Germany, yet something stirred deep within my heart as I looked at the sign on the wall proclaiming the museum we had entered was once the home of Martin Luther.


  It was just a day or so after a conference I had spoken at in Berlin, and our German host, Reiner, had agreed to take a few of us sight-seeing. As we walked down a corridor, I was somewhat shocked that Lutherhalle, the museum of Luther's life and teachings, was even open on Easter Sunday afternoon. In fact, to the people in charge of the building, it seemed like any other day rather than the one that commemorates the resurrection of Jesus Christ.


  Advancing through the halls of the former monastery turned home to Luther and his beloved wife, Katie, the flicker of emotion that I had sensed as I first stepped onto the ancient stone floor increased. The longer we walked and read the history of the amazing cultural changes produced by this man's life, the more my wonder grew. I kept exclaiming to our group, "Look at this!" and "Read this!" I began to wonder what was stirring inside me. Why was I feeling like this?


  Why indeed. You see, on those musty walls were living truths that are as relevant today as they were five centuries ago when Luther prayed while walking those same hallways. Each time I read Luther's words my mind would bring up parallels between the need for nations to return to godliness today and Luther's reformation.


  For one, Luther used the arts and music. He revolutionized church culture by writing songs that all the people could sing together in their common language. Up to that time there had not been congregational singing in church services. Worship became a key to the Reformation.


  My heart caught fire as I read the lines from one of Luther's most well-known hymns, "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God":


  A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing ...


  Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing;


  Were not the right Man on our side,


  The Man of God's own choosing:


  Dost ask who that may be?


  Christ Jesus, it is He;


  Lord Sabaoth, His Name,


  From age to age the same and He must win the battle....


  That word above all earthly pow'rs,


  No thanks to them, abideth;


  The Spirit and the gifts are ours Thro' Him who with us sideth:


  Let goods and kindred go,


  This mortal life also;


  The body they may kill:


  God's truth abideth still,


  His kingdom is forever.


  Even though this hymn was written in 1529, it still touches me and thousands of others in the midst of life's battles—God will prevail!


  As we came to the last rooms of the museum I realized that large numbers in whole cities had been impacted by this reformation. It shook Germany as well as all of Europe. All of a sudden I felt like a volcano was going to erupt inside me.


  Rushing out of the museum into the damp, chilly afternoon, I could no longer contain myself. With my face to the wall, tears erupted from the depths of my being as I moaned, "O God, I'm so sorry, I'm so sorry! My generation has utterly failed you! O Lord, what is wrong with us?"


  You see, at that moment I had a revelation that the very elements needed to change the face of the earth had been before our eyes for centuries, and yet somehow we have been impotent to fulfill the Great Commission.


  Tears flowed down my face and mingled with the drops of rain as I groaned, "Eighty-two million people in Germany and only 1.6 million believers. O God, what is wrong with us? I'm so sorry, God. How could we have let this happen on our watch?"


  At last I walked away, feeling quite shaken at what I had just experienced. I knew that I had travailed deep in my soul for the nation Luther had loved—the land of the Gutenberg Bible, the first printed German translation of God's Word.


  As we continued to wander the streets of Wittenberg, talking about the need for reformation fires to once again blaze in this nation and the nations of the world, we looked for the doors that bore the revolutionary words Luther had penned. The famous Ninety-five Theses that Martin Luther nailed to the Castle Church doors are now forever immortalized with a bronze replica of the papers in the same place he originally posted them.


  While we walked we talked about the problem of abortion in Germany. After East and West Germany were reunited, legalizing abortion became a heated debate. Abortion during the first trimester had been legal in East Germany since 1972, while in West Germany it had not. A compromise was finally struck in 1995, legalizing abortion in the first trimester as long as the woman received counseling first.1Since that time, Germany has seen approximately one hundred thirty thousand babies killed through abortion each year2 with roughly 15 percent of all German pregnancies ending in abortion. In the city of Berlin that percentage is about 28 percent.3 German feminists had rallied together, raised their voices, and marched through the streets, influencing the legalization of abortion in the reunited republic.


  This led to my musing, How come the feminists have more courage than we Christians? Why aren't we seeing righteous laws put into place? Why are we so weak to change things in our culture when others are bold and passionate about their causes? Why don't we do something?


  "Let's agree in prayer that abortion will again be made illegal in Germany," I said aloud to the others.


  All agreed, and we stopped to hold hands and pray on the spot. Then we continued down the same path that Luther would have taken to the cathedral.


  By late afternoon, we found what we had been seeking—the bronze memorial on the cathedral door—the document written by the radical reformer who shifted a whole nation with his words. We quietly joined hands and prayed that God would use us, among others, to help start a movement that would one day result in abortion being abolished in Germany. In addition we cried to the Lord for the youth of Germany to rise up and see their whole nation saved.


  As we finished our prayers, the notes of "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God" resounded from the large bell tower next to the cathedral.


  It was as if God himself was saying, "Amen! About time that prayer was prayed. Now go do it!"


  We stood in awe. The pealing of the music was so loud it shook us to our core. It was a supernaturally empowered moment. However, as powerful as that hallelujah-chorus-type experience was, God had prepared a stronger exclamation point to our adventure that none of us could have orchestrated.


  As we turned to leave, a couple who appeared to be in their early sixties was in the process of taking pictures. We were surprised to see them, as no one had been on the streets but us. It had been such dreary weather most of the afternoon, not a typical time for tourists to be out taking pictures, especially as dusk approached.


  The husband prepared to shoot a photo of his wife, and I felt a nudging of the Holy Spirit to offer to take their picture together. (Actually, I was going to offer Reiner, thinking I couldn't take it without cutting their heads off in the shot.) The gentleman thanked us and said that his wife, who was a Lutheran, had wanted her photo taken in front of the famous Wittenberg door.


  After the photograph, I introduced our group—Laura, Allred, Ben, Reiner, Huss, and myself. To our amazement, he introduced himself as a pro-life lawyer from Chicago. He was on vacation from acting as counsel on cases before the U.S. Supreme Court to overthrow abortion! We stumbled over our words as we excitedly shared with him what we had just prayed and how his being there at that moment was such a confirmation to us that one day abortion would again be illegal in Germany. After our conversation, we all prayed together and for each other.


  Needless to say, we hardly needed a car to drive home—we were so excited we felt like we were flying! One day abortion will be illegal in Germany. It is comforting to know that even now God is raising up a new generation both there and across the face of the earth of radical, zealous reformers and revolutionaries who will see righteousness prevail in their nations.


  Fanning the Flames of Reformation


  As I have traveled around the world, I have had the opportunity to talk with people from all generations, who, though separated by age, are not separated by heart and passion. They want to be used of God to change their nations.


  How does one become a reformer? If you're like some people, it's like a bicycle cresting a hill, gradually gathering momentum as the need for change is clarified in your heart and you realize God wants you to do something about it. Usually there comes a catalytic moment that opens your eyes to the need for change. Martin Luther had one of these moments as a young man in the midst of a thunderstorm. It was a Damascus road experience for him, only he was on the road to Erfurt. It took place July 2, 1505, when Martin was twenty-one years old.


  He was just a few miles from home when lightning struck so close to him that it knocked him off his horse. There must have been something supernatural in this wake-up call, because it caused him to cry out, repent of the sins of his youth, and vow, if his life was spared, to become a monk. Martin was true to his word. On July 17, 1505, he joined an Augustinian hermitage in Erfurt—which was the most rigorous of the seven monasteries in the area—instead of returning to law school.


  His father was furious at his decision because he had sacrificed to put him through school to become a lawyer. (However, Martin was going to need the skills of a lawyer when later called before the religious councils of the day.)


  Luther became a priest in 1507, and began teaching at the University of Wittenberg in 1508. In 1512, he received his doctor of theology degree, but he still couldn't get away from feeling he was a miserable, unworthy sinner. In 1515, he began a series of lectures on the books of Romans and Galatians. Somehow in the process of studying and meditating on the subject matter, God gave him a revelation that he summed up in one verse: "The just shall live by faith" (Romans 1:17).


  Regarding this experience, Martin Luther wrote:


  At last, meditating day and night, by the mercy of God, I ... began to understand that the righteousness of God is that through which the righteous live by a gift of God, namely by faith.... Here I felt as if I were entirely born again and had entered paradise itself through the gates that had been flung open.4


  Through this revelation, Martin Luther saw that it was not so much about what he did as about what Jesus had done. Luther experienced a personal reformation that would change his world. It was only months later that Luther nailed his Ninety-five Theses to the door of Castle Church.


  What he had read in the book of Romans were the words of another young lawyer, the apostle Paul, who had also been dropped to his knees by a flash of light from heaven. As he traveled on the road to Damascus with letters granting him the authority to bring the followers of Jesus back to Jerusalem in chains, a flash of light knocked him to the ground, and he had a similar reformation. He met Jesus face-to-face and realized his zeal was misplaced. He later reported to the Galatians what was said of himself: "He who formerly persecuted us now preaches the faith which he once tried to destroy."5


  The point that I want to make here is that each of us needs to have a personal reformation. Of course, the first step is asking Jesus to forgive your sins and inviting Him to be the Lord of your life. However, for those who have become world-changing reformers, there also comes a moment in time—like my visit to the Luther museum— when one becomes passionately involved with wanting to right wrongs.


  For many years I felt that my role in righting wrongs was to be entirely on a one-to-one basis. By this I mean that I would see a hungry person and feed him or her (which I still believe in doing on a regular basis) or pray for a hurting person. All this was good, but I wasn't engaging my mind on a macro level. My worldview needed to be refocused. I needed to reform my thinking regarding my role as a believer. My lens had been framed by the way I looked at God's commission to me personally from His Word.


  My worldview began to shift in 1985, when God told me that whole nations could be healed.6 Frankly, I didn't even realize they could be sick. Part of my problem was that I had been educated with a worldview based in Western/Greek thinking. The Greco-Roman—or Western—worldview is based on the individual and a separation of the supernatural from the natural.


  How did this thinking affect my actions? First of all, I thought I was only responsible to God for living a godly life rather than being a steward of my nation, its laws, and society in general. I was bound by individualistic thinking. God doesn't only think individually but also in terms of nations and kingdoms. Biblical thinking is corporate in nature.


  We can see this theme in the Old Testament reflected in Adam and Eve's sin in the garden, initiating the fall of all humanity (Genesis 3:1-8); the sins of the ancestors affecting the generations "downline" (Exodus 20:4-6); the sin of Achan causing the military defeat at Ai (Joshua 7); the prophets of Israel condemning exploitation of the poor and social injustice (Amos 5:7-15); and the fact that Israel as a nation went into captivity. This theme is also pervasive in the New Testament from its emphasis on how we are not only individuals but members of the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12) to its teaching that our responsibility extends to seeing the kingdom of God manifested in our nations.


  Our worldview is critical to how we live our lives. German social economist Max Weber used terminology related to worldview in his analysis of the relationship between a people's belief system and their level of prosperity or poverty.7Our worldview should come through Scripture—it should be biblical. My worldview massively shifted one day when I was reading what many call the Great Commission:


  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.


  Matthew 28:19-20


  As I read these verses, my eyes were suddenly fixed on the words "make disciples of all the nations." Wait a minute! I thought. Doesn't that mean individuals? All my life I had read that passage as a mandate to go out and win souls for Christ. (Please understand, I am by no means negating the need to evangelize each individual personally.)


  Grabbing my concordance, I looked up nations and found that the Greek word used is ethne, from which we get ethnic. The corresponding Old Testament word is mishpachah, most often translated families (as in tribes or clans). The point is that God cares about our social connectedness, our cultural backgrounds, where we come from, what our places of origin are. God also cares about how we function together in society—how our laws promote (or go against) justice and righteousness, and how we make decisions that affect all of us (politics). In Bible times, your tribe, clan, group of clans, or city-state was your "nation." However, today the main social/political organizations are nation-states, huge conglomerates of people brought together by social and economic forces that very often work against the tight cohesion found in tribes, clans, and city-states. Therefore, while I respect the position heralded in mission literature that the "nations" of Matthew 28:19 are strictly "ethnic groups," in this book I accept that God also meant geopolitical states and nations as they are drawn on our maps today.


  With my heart thundering, I returned to my Bible and read further down, stopping at the words "teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded." Teaching who to do what? I mused. And then I saw it! What I saw reformed my worldview of my mandate as an individual on this earth. This is the revelation:


  We are called to disciple whole nations and teach them to observe everything God commanded.


  My next thought after that stunning revelation was. Is there any nation on the face of the earth where believers have been successful in seeing their whole nation discipled and their society governed by God's Word? I know some have tried, but I could not think of one that had succeeded.


  The thought gripped me. Christianity has been around for two thousand years. Millions of Christians have read those words in Matthew 28. We have the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives, and yet societies are deteriorating around us. What is the problem? How could there be roughly two billion Christians on the face of the earth today and the major problems of sin, poverty, and disease still plague the planet? Why haven't we figured out solutions to these problems? I understand that these are huge issues, but we have an even bigger God!


  To be totally transparent with you, one of my major struggles in writing this book was that I wondered how I could engage ordinary believers into wanting to disciple their nations—to become reformers themselves. We will never see righteousness come to our planet without a personal reformation as to our role as Christians.


  First of all, we need to care for our nations like Jesus cares for them. He loves the nations of the earth—He created them! God cares that people are hungry, that babies are being aborted. Not only that, but on the macro level, He has the answers to systemic poverty, the AIDS epidemic, and other massive, mind-boggling problems. He wants to involve each of us in creating solutions and will show us what we need to do to be reformers and revolutionaries in our society.


  One of the most powerful ways to learn is by looking at the lives of others who have gone before and have had a major impact on their nations.


  Are You Willing to Be the Change Your World Needs?


  It was 1942 in Nazi Germany. Hitler was in the midst of ravaging the youth of the nation with his lust for conquest and war. The turning point for one young woman named


  Sophie Scholl, a student at the University of Munich, was a sermon by the Bishop of Muenster, Clemens Galen. (This goes to show the importance of pastors being bold to cry out against injustice from their pulpits!)


  Bishop Galen spoke against the emerging euthanasia policies of the Third Reich. Hitler was, with and without parental or familial permission, "euthanizing" the mentally retarded and infirm. It was in line with his Aryan eugenics plan: Hitler and his top aides believed that the mentally ill and the developmentally delayed would contribute negatively to the "bloodlines" of Europe.8 More than one hundred thousand were killed in what was called the "T-4" program. Bishop Galen declared this selective breeding "was against God's commandments, against the law of nature, and against the system of jurisprudence in Germany."9


  Sophie and her brother, Hans, were horrified by these practices. They and some of their fellow students felt compelled to distribute Galen's sermon in pamphlet form at the University of Munich even though it was illegal to do so.


  At this juncture of the war, Sophie and Hans, who had both been part of the German Youth League, had become disillusioned with Hitler and Nazism. They, along with Alexander Schmorell, banded together to write leaflets of resistance calling for the overthrow of Hitler. Hans (twenty-four) and Alexander (twenty-five) were medical students, and Sophie (twenty-one) was studying to be a nurse.


  A university professor, Kurt Huber, who was forty-nine, along with three other medical students, Willi Graf, Jurgen Wittenstein, and Christoph Probst, also became involved. Together they called their group "The Society of the White Rose." The movement patterned their idea of nonviolent resistance after that of Gandhi and his followers, who were fighting against racial discrimination against Indians in South Africa. Their pamphlets called for social justice as well as a return to democracy in Germany.


  Most of the members of the White Rose had been in the German army and saw firsthand the atrocities done to the Jews by the Nazis. Their protest pamphlets described the mass executions and human rights violations in the concentration camps. This kind of writing was, of course, forbidden by Nazi law.


  Hans Scholl had been marked to speak out against the treatment of the Jews by something that had happened during his service in the German army. His catalytic heart change from a Nazi to a reformer came when he saw a young Jewish woman who was forced to dig trenches. He thought at that moment, There, but for the grace of God, I could have been—or one of my sisters. Hans reached down to give her a flower and food, but she resisted. He knew that she was destined for one of the concentration camps and almost certain death. The event so struck his heart that when he returned to medical school, he devoted his young life to his views and his faith in God.10


  This was Hans's "road to Damascus experience." He would never be the same. Then when the gauntlet was thrown down by Bishop Galen, he could not remain silent. History was about to be made by a handful of radical believers.


  Their method at first was to write leaflets and send them anonymously to people all over Germany. They would travel to different parts of the country on the weekends and take names and addresses from telephone directories. They concentrated on university professors and bar owners—people of influence who were open to discussing new ideas.


  Then came the news of the defeat of the Nazi army at Stalingrad. Hundreds of thousands of Germans were killed in that battle, most eighteen- and nineteen-year-old boys. Some ninety-one thousand other Germans were taken as POWs—only six thousand of which would eventually make it back home. The vast majority of these POWs died of malnutrition, disease, and lack of medical care in Russian concentration camps.11


  I have personally stood with pastors from the area on the mountain where the greatest fight of that battle took place. The Russians were fierce fighters, and their city was horribly decimated. Their losses were unimaginable, yet somehow they held back the German attack.


  The news of the defeat emboldened the seven leaders of the White Rose to believe that the time to end the war was upon them. On the nights of February 4, 8, and 15, 1943, the group painted anti-Nazi slogans at twenty-nine different sites in Munich. They wrote, "Down With Hitler!" "Hitler the Mass Murderer!" and "Freiheit! Freiheit! Freiheit!" (Freedom! Freedom! Freedom!). Their signboards were the sides of buildings where they drew crossed- out swastikas.


  They earnestly believed the youth of Germany could overthrow the evil regime Hitler had built. They produced about nine thousand copies of their sixth leaflet entitled Fellow Fighters in the Resistance—which this time had been drafted by Professor Huber— and sent it out on February 16 and 18. It read:


  Shaken and broken, our people behold the loss of the men of Stalingrad. Three hundred and thirty thousand German men have been senselessly and irresponsibly driven to death and destruction by the inspired strategy of our World War I Private First Class [referring to Hitler]....


  The name of Germany is dishonored for all time if German youth do not finally rise, take revenge, smash its tormentors. Students! The German people look to us.12


  All these actions put the Gestapo into a frenzy without a clue as to who the culprits were. They could not figure out how this resistance could be thriving. Finally, Hans and Sophie were caught throwing tracts off of a third-floor balcony at the University of Munich.


  After their arrest on February 18, 1943, the Nazis moved with stunning speed against the three initially arrested: Sophie Scholl; her brother, Hans; and Christoph Probst. Just four days later, they were put on trial for treason. After the justice, Roland Freisler, ranted and raved at them, it was clear that he could never conceive how children who grew up in nice German homes could have committed what he felt were such atrocities against the Third Reich and the Fatherland.


  Sophie Scholl shocked everyone in the courtroom when she answered Freisler, "Somebody, after all, had to make a start. What we wrote and said is also believed by many others. They just don't dare express themselves as we did." Later in the proceedings, she told him, "You know the war is lost. Why don't you have the courage to face it?"13


  Robert and Magdalene Scholl, Sophie and Hans's father and mother, tried to come to their children's defense. Magdalene tried to enter the courtroom, telling the guard, "But I'm the mother of the accused." The guard responded, "You should have brought them up better," and refused her entrance. Robert Scholl forced his way into the courtroom, and as the guards held him, he told the court he had come to defend Hans and Sophie. The judge had him thrown out, but not before the entire courtroom heard him shout, "One day there will be another kind of justice! ... One day they will go down in history!"14


  I cannot conceive of the pain these parents went through. At this moment I am thinking of my own two children, now thirty and twenty-six, trying to put myself in these parents' place—oh, the anguish!


  The court pronounced the judgment: death by guillotine. The sentence was carried out that very afternoon.


  While they waited for execution in Stadelheim prison, the guard allowed Sophie and Hans to see their parents one last time. They were both brave and conveyed their affection as well as their conviction. Hans asked his parents to give his regards to his friends, whom he named. For a moment he broke, but then faced them with a smile.


  Sophie's last visit was so poignant that I want to give you the written account from A Noble Treason by Richard Hanser:


  Then a woman prison guard brought in Sophie.


  She was wearing her everyday clothes, a rather bulky crocheted jacket and a blue skirt, and she was smiling. Her mother tentatively offered her some candy, which Hans had declined.


  "Gladly," said Sophie, taking it. "After all, I haven't had any lunch!"


  She, too, looked somehow smaller, as if drawn together, but her face was clear and her smile was fresh and unforced, with something in it that her parents read as triumph.


  "Sophie, Sophie," her mother murmured, as if to herself. "To think you'll never be coming through the door again!" Sophie's smile was gentle.


  "Ah Mother," she said, "Those few little years ..."


  Sophie Scholl looked at her parents and was strong in her pride and certainty. "We took everything upon ourselves," she said. "What we did will cause waves."


  Her mother spoke again: "Sophie," she said softly, "remember Jesus."


  "Yes," replied Sophie earnestly, almost commandingly, "but you, too."


  She left them, her parents, Robert and Magdalene Scholl, with her face still lit by the smile they loved so well and would never see again. She was perfectly composed as she was led away. Robert Mohr (a Gestapo official), who had come out to the prison on business of his own, saw her in her cell immediately afterward, and she was crying.


  It was the first time Robert Mohr had seen her in tears, and she apologized.


  "I have just said good-bye to my parents," she said. "You understand ..." She had not cried before her parents. For them she had smiled.15


  Christoph Probst, the third young man, twenty-three years old, faced death alone. No one in his family knew he was going to die. His wife was in the hospital having just given birth to their third child. After a Catholic priest visited with him and baptized him, Christoph said, "Now my death will be easy and joyful."16


  The three of them, after being allowed a brief visit, met their death with dignity and victory. Observers commented that Sophie walked to her death without flinching. Hans cried out just before they cut off his head, "Long live freedom!" A single rose was found in his pocket, no doubt as a final statement that what they had done to free Germany would outlive their deaths.


  And freedom did prevail in Germany. Hitler committed suicide, and the invincible Third Reich was overthrown. The stalwart stance these young people took for their beliefs shook a nation and is still impacting lives around the world through print and media today.


  Traudl Junge, one of Hitler's private secretaries, spoke with regret of her service to the Nazis when she learned of Sophie Scholl after the war:


  One day I was walking past the memorial in Franz Josef Street to Sophie Scholl, a young girl who opposed Hitler, and I realized that she was the same age as me and that she was executed the same year I started working for Hitler. At that moment I really sensed that it was no excuse to be young and that it might have been possible to find out what had been going on.17


  Standing for Freedom


  During the same visit to Germany in which I went to Wittenberg, Reiner told me about the Society of the White Rose. When I heard the story, and he suggested that we buy some white roses to give away during the conference at his church, I knew that God wanted us to start a whole new movement of Christian youth who would help reform their nation. The Southstar Church—where our conference was held—is housed in a beautiful old cathedral that used to be Hitler's military chapel. From that chapel, he would challenge his young troops to pledge their lives unto death to him and the Third Reich. After I preached that night about taking up the cause to see legalized abortion overthrown in Germany, it seemed only appropriate that we pass out white roses.


  So at the end of the message, I stood and simply said these words while I held up a white rose: "Who will pick up the mantle of Sophie and Hans Scholl and help start a new move of God in this nation?"


  It was as if thunder struck in that beautiful old cathedral. While we stood in the exact place where Hitler called a generation to serve his own blood lust and racist ideologies, a new movement was born.


  Grown men—affectionately known as "German Oaks" because of their lack of emotion—were surging forward and taking a white rose with tears in their eyes. Younger men and women were no different as they answered the same call.


  Sweet justice, don't you think? I wonder if God let the cloud of German witnesses who are in heaven look down from His balcony that night to see what was happening. I believe this reformation will have double the anointing the last one had to reform their nation.


  God is looking for more reformers. Are you willing to join us?


  Reformer's Prayer


  O God,


  Please use me to change the nations of the earth. Use me to change and reform my nation. I give myself to you.


  In Jesus' name.


  Amen.
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  Chapter Two


  Connecting the Generations


  As I stood on a wind-swept hill in Herrnhut, Germany, with a small group of friends, I could hardly believe where I was and wondered about those before us who might have stood praying in this same spot. For many years I had heard of the famous one-hundred-year prayer meeting of the Moravians, and now I stood in the village where it had all begun. The visit was unplanned in my agenda, but totally planned by God. It was another piece of the reformation puzzle He was putting together in my soul.


  We had made a stopover in Prague, Czech Republic, as we traveled through five European nations on our way to Poland for another conference. Our friend Lee Ann said to another friend JoAnna and me, "How would you like to go to Herrnhut on the way to Poland?" We only had to pray about one second before we shouted, "Yes, let's go!"


  We were able to make tour arrangements with a descendant of one of the original praying Moravians, and off we went.


  The village of Herrnhut was established in 1722 by Hussite refugees from Moravia —thus the name "Moravians"—fleeing persecution from the Counter-Reformation. Herrnhut means "The Lord's Watch." The land was owned as part of the estate of Count Nicholas Ludwig Zinzendorf, who was twenty-two years old at the time he granted them asylum.


  Zinzendorf purchased the land from his grandmother, Baroness von Gersdorf, and he established the village of Berthelsdorf on part of it. Soon afterward he formed a group he called the "Band of Four Brothers" with three of his friends: Johann Andreas Rothe, pastor at Berthelsdorf; Melchior Schaffer, pastor at Gorlitz; and Friedrich von Watteville, a friend from boyhood. They met frequently for prayer and study and proceeded to stir up a small revival in the region. They printed and distributed large quantities of Bibles, books, tracts, and collections of hymns.


  After the group's establishment, Zinzendorf moved to Herrnhut with his wife and children. The Moravians entered his life during this fertile time, but once the Moravians had escaped the external pressures of their previous home, strife and division tore at them from within. They had been driven fanatical by persecution and seemed to argue about everything. At one point they even turned on Zinzendorf and Rothe and denounced them as the Beast of the Apocalypse and his False Prophet.


  Being a man of God, Zinzendorf stood steadily against the storm. Finally on May 12, 1727, the community reached a turning point when Zinzendorf gave a three-hour address on the blessedness of Christian unity. The congregation fell into repentance, and a revival swept the village. The summer of 1727 was a golden one for the community whose hearts were again being knit together by the Holy Spirit, but God wasn't satisfied with a mere revival. In early August, Zinzendorf and fourteen other Moravian Brethren spent a night in conversation and prayer. A short time later, on August 13, the community experienced "a day of the outpourings the Holy Spirit upon the congregation; it was its Pentecost."1 It was an experience that would change the world.


  That is because the Moravians didn't only experience revival that summer, they made it a permanent part of their community's culture and governance. Before the end of that month, twenty-four men and twenty-four women pledged to pray one hour a day in turn for every hour of the day, seven days a week. This "hourly intercession" continued nonstop for the next one hundred years. (Now you should be able to grasp why this trip to Herrnhut marked my life so much!) One of the key passages that God gave them during that time is found in Leviticus 6:13:


  A fire shall always be burning on the altar; it shall never go out.


  As a result, the Moravians grew together to become a community like none the world had ever seen before. God was with Zinzendorf, and he was able to form the community into a semi-monastic group based upon family life rather than the typical celibates. They lived and worked together in community as farmers and craftsmen. It was certainly a version of God's "city on a hill" from which His light would shine around the world.


  A band of Single Brethren pledged together that they would pursue whatever God called them to do. In 1731, Lord Zinzendorf met a former African slave from the island of St. Thomas who had been converted to Christianity. He was at the Danish court while Zinzendorf was visiting and expressed his desire for missionaries to come to teach his people. Upon learning of this, the community at Herrnhut was quick to respond. A young potter, Leonard Dober, and David Nitschmann, a carpenter, answered the call. While many credit William Carey with being the father of modern missions, the Moravians were among the first Protestants to leave Europe to take God's Word to different ethnic groups and who inspired Carey to do the same. Everything the Moravians did began with prayer, was bathed in prayer, and was carried out in prayer. The gospel is reformational, and nations bound in darkness—both individually and corporately—have been touched as a result of the missionary movement begun by the Moravians.


  A Heritage of Prayer and Service


  While in Herrnhut, I asked to see the cemetery called God's Acre where they brought the Moravian missionaries to their final rest after giving their lives in foreign nations. My friend James Goll had told me about it. As we stood on the hill just below the watchtower, I knew I was there to be marked by God like those who had gone before me. I knew that at some point during our visit I would be deeply changed.


  Our friend Christian Winter, whose ancestors were among the Moravians who had prayed during those hundred years, walked us around and explained the area to us. (This is poignant for me now, as Christian has gone on to be with the Lord. He and his family were called to keep the twenty-four-hour watch of the Lord going in Herrnhut.) He explained that the men were buried on one side of the cemetery and the women on the other.


  As we walked down the rows of markers, I noticed the names of countries on them— Suriname, Trinidad, and others. We walked past the crypt of Zinzendorf himself, and I began to tear up. The presence of the Lord was so strong. We knew that this was holy ground.


  Moving to another part of the cemetery, we again stopped and read the tombstones. "Who is buried here?" I asked Christian.


  "The children of the missionaries who went to foreign fields," he answered. Then I noticed their markers had the names of countries also. Christian went on: "The people who went sent their children back to be educated at six years of age. Some who returned as a child never saw their parents again in this life. While a few became bitter, a number of them went back to the same countries where their parents had served." I was struck by this. I could feel the mark of God—a deep imprint of the purposes of God, the faithfulness of God, and the love of God—pressing into my soul.


  One particular story that I'd heard was about a group of teenage boys who left on a boat as missionaries. Their parents were weeping, knowing they might never see their children again. The young men called back to their parents, "Mom and Dad, do not weep! We go for the Lamb and the cross!"


  The cross and the Lamb. Yes, as I heard that story I knew that I had just received the strength I needed to continue with the message: Nations can be reformed through radical followers with revolutionary biblical principles to disciple nations. Those who had gone before me, and the story of their lives, reached out and marked my life that day forever.


  Three strands wrapped around everything the Moravians did. James Goll writes about these in his book The Lost Art of Intercession:


  1. They had relational unity, spiritual community, and sacrificial living.


  2. The power of their persistent prayer produced a divine passion and zeal for missionary outreach to the lost. Many of them even sold themselves into slavery in places like Suriname in South America just so they could carry the light of the gospel into closed societies. The Moravians were the first missionaries to the slaves of St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands; they went to strange places called Lapland and Greenland and to many places in Africa.


  3. The third strand was described by a motto that they lived by: "No one works unless someone prays." They took the form of a corporate commitment to sustained prayer and ministry to the Lord. This prayer went on unbroken for twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, every day of each year for over one hundred years.2


  Point 3 bears closer examination, as there was a marriage of intercessory prayer and work that we need to learn from in our generation. It seems to be reemerging today in the 24/7 Prayer Movement. This type of intercession is so important that I am going to spend a whole chapter dealing with its importance in reforming nations.


  Another Piece of the Puzzle


  I didn't mention earlier, in my excitement to tell about our visit to Herrnhut, that our stop in Prague was also unplanned in the original journey. At that time I was praying about writing this book, and my visit to Prague was part of the reformation trail that I didn't know about.


  Prague is a magnificent city, but I didn't know much about its history until we were standing in a plaza looking up at the bronze statue of a man named John Huss. While reading the plaque, I realized that this was the man whose teachings had first inspired the Moravians and made him a martyr. My curiosity was piqued. Who was this reformer?


  John Huss is known as the Reformer of Bohemia (the area that is now the Czech Republic). One of the "heretical" things he taught was that people should be able to read the Bible in their own language. Prior to his time, only the clergy were allowed to read the Word, and it was in Latin. Huss had been greatly influenced by the writings of John Wycliffe, who also believed that the people should be able to read the Bible in their own language. It is hard for us today to imagine why this should be such a revolutionary thing.


  Huss was an educated man and was appointed as rector at the university in Prague. During one period of his life, he encountered great favor both with the common people and the nobility. Leaders today will tell you that favor can be fleeting, so don't think too highly of yourself if you are at the top; the same people who love you one day might crucify you the next—just ask Jesus!


  The more John Huss studied the Scripture, the more he came to realize how far the Church had slipped away from sound biblical beliefs. One of the practices that he found most offensive was one that Martin Luther would speak out against a century later—that of selling forgiveness through indulgences. In other words, you could pay to be forgiven and cut down your time in purgatory. Not only that, but you could buy your friends and relatives safe passage to heaven as well, even if they had already died. Again, for most Christians today it is absolutely absurd to think that anyone could believe such a thing, but this is because we can read the Bible in our own language to find out the truth for ourselves!


  Huss became more radical in his speaking and writing as time passed. His preaching in the Bethlehem Chapel was in Czech, the common language of the people, unlike the Latin liturgy they were used to. In 1403, his university prohibited a disputation he had written on forty-five theses taken in part from Wycliffe. The leadership and staff of the university soon labeled his writings heretical and asked that he return to accepted doctrine. However, the truth had already changed him, and he could not give in. In response to their requests, he wrote,


  Even if I should stand before the stake which has been prepared for me, I would never accept the recommendation of the theological faculty.3


  During this time, a general council in Rome condemned the writings of Wycliffe, the Bible translator, and ordered them burned. Two hundred of his manuscripts were seized and destroyed. In addition, all free preaching, such as that done by John Huss, was to stop, or those who did so would pay extreme consequences.


  The fires of persecution heated up after this, and Huss fled into virtual exile. He continued his writings and proclaimed that the foundation of the Church was Christ, not Peter. This was the same position that Augustine had taken in his Retractions.4


  Persecution would turn into betrayal as a general council was called in Constance, Switzerland, and Huss was summoned to appear. The Holy Roman Emperor, Sigismund, promised him safe passage coming and going, and Huss believed him, although his friends warned him that it was a trap. Unfortunately, his friends turned out to be right and the emperor did not protect him, fearing that he would be held responsible for shielding a heretic. When Huss arrived in Constance, he was imprisoned for seventy-three days in chains. During this time he was also denied contact with friends and was poorly fed. As a result of his age and the conditions of his cell, he fell dangerously ill and suffered a good deal because of it.


  On June 5, 1415, he was brought to trial for the first time. All along John Huss asked only to be charged with crimes against the Scriptures and proclaimed he was willing to recant if they could prove to him that he had violated any of them. Instead he was charged for his support and defense of Wycliffe's teachings, some of which he had never taught or addressed in any way.


  In response to being condemned to die on July 6, 1415, he exclaimed,


  O God and Lord, now the council condemns even thine own act and thine own law as heresy, since thou thyself didst lay thy cause before thy Father as the just judge, as an example for us, whenever we are sorely oppressed.5


  Six bishops stripped Huss of his clerical vestment and crammed a tall cap covered with pictures of the devil onto his head. They excommunicated him and committed his soul to the devil.


  As he arrived at the Episcopal Palace, he saw a pile of wood and thought it was where he would be executed. Instead the wood was lit on fire, and his writings brought and thrown into the flames.


  After they forced him to witness this, they proceeded on and stopped in a large area where they had piled wood and straw. Then they took a garment prepared with pitch and tar and put it on him.


  Chains secured his neck and legs to the stake. More straw was piled up to his chin to make sure that he burned brightly in a hot fire. The straw was then kindled with John Wycliffe's own manuscript as Huss sang, "Christ, thou Son of the living God, have mercy upon me." With his last breath he prophesied, "You are now going to burn a goose (Huss means "goose" in Bohemian), but in a century you will have a swan which you can neither roast nor boil."6 Roughly one hundred years later, in 1517, Martin Luther nailed his famous Ninety-five Theses of Contention onto the church door at Wittenberg. The prophecy of John Huss had come to pass.


  Reformational Living


  A third piece of this puzzle God put into place for me in my reformational thinking had happened a few years earlier when my husband, Mike, and I were driving through the countryside of Pennsylvania. We were ministering in Allentown, and right next door is a city named Bethlehem. Near Bethlehem is a little town called Nazareth. We noted all the biblical names in the area, including the Jordan stream that runs through Allentown.


  As we drove around, I suddenly remembered hearing from a friend that the Moravians had settled there from Herrnhut. Could this be another piece of my journey? I wondered. I excitedly asked my friend Marilyn if there was a Moravian museum of some sort around the region. "Oh yes," she replied in her perky way, "there's one in Bethlehem."


  "Let's go!" I exclaimed. So Mike and I and our young friend Laura trekked off on an adventure to learn more about their settlement.


  As we entered the museum I could hardly believe what I was seeing! Count Zinzendorfs Moravians had come here to establish a community to evangelize the Native Americans and minister to the African American slaves in the area. Tracing the history of their journey was fascinating. They first came to Nazareth (about four miles from Bethlehem) from Georgia in 1740, to settle at the invitation of George Whitefield, the great English evangelist. He wanted to build a home for the African American orphans.


  During their trip over from England several years earlier, two young men, John and Charles Wesley, traveled on the same ship with their party. While on board, a great storm arose, and the Moravians showed no fear but gathered together to sing hymns and worship God. John Wesley, although a minister, was not yet born again. He was so impacted by their calmness in the face of possible death that he was inspired to learn more about this type of "heart faith." After John returned to England, another Moravian, Peter Bohler, would finally lead him to a personal revelation of Jesus Christ. It was after this "conversion experience" that John launched the series of great revivals in England that were a part of what came to be known as the Great Awakening. They also proved to be the beginnings of the Methodist Movement.


  According to the accounts in the museum, the Moravians were initially funded through Zinzendorfs patronage. They planned provisions for their people and fed them well before the trip to America so they would embark healthy enough to make the journey to the new land. Once they'd settled, they had an amazing marketplace anointing focused on supporting their missionary outreach.


  It is fascinating how far Zinzendorfs influence reached during his lifetime. He himself was greatly impacted by his godfather, Philipp Jakob Spener, the father of the


  Pietist Movement. The young count's father died just six weeks after he was born, and so his godfather had an important place in his life. Spener underwent persecution while on the theological faculty at Wittenberg and was discharged in 1695 for 264 errors. Only his death released him from the opposition he faced.


  A generational anointing from this spiritual line was passed on to the young Zinzendorf, who was trained, like Martin Luther, as a lawyer and initially set upon a diplomatic career. Zinzendorf's pious grandmother, Catherine von Gersdorf, also helped shape his life and character. This blending and pouring from one generation to the other was very important. It is equally important today for the different generations to stay connected and continually learn from one another.


  As a teenager, Zinzendorf formed a society called the Order of the Grain of Mustard Seed. This society deemed to use their influence as young nobles to extend the gospel. Later, as Zinzendorf grew to adulthood, he reactivated the society and recruited other influential members, such as the King of Denmark, the Archbishop of Canterbury, and the Archbishop of Paris. It is fascinating in light of the emphasis the Lord is putting on the marketplace and business to see how a young man of great wealth used his money and influence to change the world.


  Once in Nazareth, the Moravians built dormitories for the thirty-two young married couples who had come over from Herrnhut. They also built a "Sisters House" for the single women and a "Brethren House" for the single men. In addition, they constructed a "Widows House" for the widows of Moravian missionaries. (I am not proposing we live like this today, although some might want to, but there are lessons to be gleaned from the way the Moravians lived in community together.) After beginning in Nazareth, they moved on to Bethlehem.


  The Moravians were so innovative in building communities that various people came to see their enterprises. These included John Adams, then of the Continental Congress and later President of the United States. John wrote his wife Abigail about Bethlehem.


  From his letters we learn that they had a shared economic system based on communal living.


  In these budding towns, everyone worked for the good of the community. Each was assigned a task to learn as a child and would be apprenticed in that profession. In this fashion, they each pursued their unique role in meeting their community's needs from food to clothing to health care to foundries. They also excelled in the making of musical instruments, not surprising for a group who loved to sing praises to their Lord. Initially, they received everything they needed to sustain life in place of wages. Around 1760, the same year that Count Zinzendorf passed away, this practice was abandoned in favor of receiving traditional wages.


  As a musician, I was fascinated by the stories of their trombonists, who played music at the various important moments in the life of the community. For instance, if someone died, they would go to the top of the houses and play certain songs to inform everyone of the death.


  They were also famous for their painters and songwriters. However, one of their most important contributions to modern-day society came with the development of a graded educational system for children. Another educational innovation, introduced by Comenius—a Moravian who was not in that community but influenced them—was illustrated picture books. Also important to the community was the language school for training new missionaries who would be sent to unreached people groups. Education is such an important part of reformation and renewing the minds of a nation that it cannot be stressed too much. These are keys to understanding the function of a Holy Nation.


  The Moravians had a community with a purpose. They existed for something greater than themselves and their everyday subsistence and well-being. God had given them a passion to see Native Americans saved as well as African Americans. However, their mandate went far beyond salvation to societal reformation through education and community development. They formed one of the first truly integrated societies. Racism was unknown in their villages.


  In fact, one of the stories I read was about a visit from emissaries of the Nanticokes and Shawnees, who said they also represented the Delaware and Mohicans, their brothers. In the story of a covenant made between them and the Moravians who had come as missionaries, the native leader continually addressed what he called "his brown and his white brothers" as one tribe.


  The Moravians were Christians not only in word but also in deed. They would venture out to find the natives where they were starving and bring relief. Because of this, the native people saw the love of Christ and wanted Him as their Savior.


  While the Moravians weren't perfect, and the societal structure they established didn't last, their accomplishments were landmarks in the history of God's kingdom. Even though they have been largely overlooked, their example and their culture have tremendous lessons for us today—especially if we are to become reformers of nations.


  The Unity of Truth


  Although these stories are divided by centuries in a world where communication was much more difficult than it is today, it is interesting that they hold so much in common. For example, Luther spoke against many of the same things Huss did even when it is unlikely he was ever exposed to Huss's writings. Luther stood against indulgences, and/or a Bible translated into the common tongue so it could be understood by all. One of Luther's major accomplishments was the translation of the Bible into German. That, coupled with the earlier invention of the Gutenberg printing press, allowed copies of the Bible to be put into the hands of ordinary people. The Luther Bible contributed greatly to the convergence of the modern German language and is regarded as a landmark in German literature. The 1534 edition was also profoundly influential on William Tyndale's translation as well as the King James Bible.7


  What literature did Huss, Luther, and Zinzendorf share in common that influenced them equally? More than anything else, it was the Holy Scriptures. These men came to immovable faith in God and conviction of truth when they chose to look at the Bible as the basis of all things that pertain to life and godliness. It was the basis of the Reformation itself and is still the basis of individual, cultural, and national reformation today.


  We need to realize that these men weren't great because of any special characteristics they had on their own. Luther was a man with feet of clay, and later in his life he became embittered at the Jews and wrote horrific things against them. While this is not to be excused, we can see that God also used Luther in great ways that are still touching us today. Why? Because when he lined up with God's Word, great and powerful transformation took place, and when he didn't, he fell into error like anyone else could. We need to get into the Word ourselves so that we can live according to it as much as the good examples of our past did.


  As reformers, we must realize that we always stand upon the shoulders of those who have gone before us. Many of them paid a great price as groundbreakers in the truth so that we might have the liberty to live by the written Word today. This is why the generations must stay connected not only in relationship but also in knowledge. We need to know the path others have walked so we can build upon the foundation they have laid and not repeat their mistakes.


  My mentor, Peter Wagner, has paid a heavy price for being willing to release the new things that God is revealing to His people through the Scriptures. One day I was looking at a magazine and discovered that in the first half the writers were taking him to task for his writings on church growth, and in the second half they were criticizing his teachings about spiritual warfare. He once told me he just laughs at these things and checks to see if they have spelled his name right! While he is very interested in being biblically correct, he is not afraid of risk-taking or standing up for the unpopular things God has shown him in the Word.


  I had heard him talking about what he calls the "diffusion of innovation" during a message one day and phoned to ask him more about it. "Oh," he said, "I wrote about that in my book Confronting the Powers" (one of his earlier books on the subject of prayer and spiritual warfare). Later that day he sent me the reference. This is what he had to say about the process that happens around reformational truth:


  Social scientists propound what they call "diffusion of innovation theory" in which they explain that whenever new ideas are introduced into social networks, a predictable process is set into motion. Four kinds of sequential responses usually follow the initiatives of the innovators. They are called (1) early adopters, (2) middle adopters, (3) late adopters, and (4) non-adopters. This happens in the Christian community as well as in society in general. Few today recall that when the Sunday school movement was proposed by an innovator, Robert Raikes, strong criticism was directed against him from many directions. I mention that because we now live in a generation in which it would be extremely rare to find a Christian leader opposed to the Sunday school on principle. The most intense controversy takes place during the period of the early adopters, which is exactly where the ideas revolving around strategic-level spiritual warfare find themselves today.8


  Peter Wagner has gone through a number of paradigm shifts during his many years of ordained ministry. One only has to read the seventy-plus books he has written to know that. He goes on in Confronting the Powers to relate about a time when he teamed with John Wimber during the power evangelism movement:


  In the 1980s John Wimber and I took a great deal of flak about power evangelism and our teachings on divine healing, miracles and casting out demons. Strong voices that still object to these on principle are now few and far between.9


  While I have not gone through the firestorms anywhere near what Peter Wagner has,


  I can look back and remember the early-adopter stage for such topics as spiritual warfare, prophecy, and women in ministry, to name a few. Most of these movements are in the mid-to-late-adopter stage now. Of course, there are still some who are non-adopters and teach against those practices and doctrines.


  Gilbert Bilezikian stresses an important point that all must learn to be a reformer when he says,


  Every generation of Christians needs to examine its beliefs and practices under the microscope of Scripture to identify and purge away those worldly accretions that easily beset us, and to protect jealously the freedom dearly acquired for us—both men and women—on the hill of Calvary.10


  Today, just as in the times of Huss, Luther, and the Moravians, God is calling for believers of all generations to rise up, listen to the Holy Spirit together, and make adjustments to our religious structures without fear of persecution. There is too often a desire to resist something new God is doing for the sake of traditions that are not found anywhere in the Bible. Others want to keep their control and positions of power in a church body rather than letting God have His way. They choose to give in to religious spirits and legalism rather than let God touch lives and transform their communities. Such religious spirits are mean and sometimes deadly, but this should never stop us from following the Way, the Truth, and the Life.


  This reminds me of a conversation I had one day with my preacher daddy. "Daddy,"


  I quizzed, "what should I do if I find out the way we have believed on different issues isn't right?" My dad smiled that special kind of smile that made me feel like I was the most important person in the world and said, "Sweetheart, never be afraid to search for the truth. If you have it, you won't lose it." That was really good advice. It has given me the confidence to be an early adopter in several new moves of God without fear.


  Fear cripples innovators. While we all may deal with it at times, as those called to be world changers we can't let it stop us. We have to be willing always to speak the truth in love and stand up for the biblical convictions God has put into our hearts.


  We follow in some big steps as we look back at the generations of reformers that have gone before us. Each of us will leave some kind of legacy to those who come after us as well. I want mine to be a good one, and I know you want yours to be as well.


  
    
      


    

  


  


  Chapter Three


  Discipling Nations


  Imagine a world where you turn on the television set and you don't have to screen what your children watch. Violent crime is unusual. The Internet doesn't need to be filtered for content. What about mega-cities where people ask, "What is the bad part of town?" and you reply, "My city doesn't have such a section. None of it is bad." Think about the possibility of grandparents walking their dog after dark in the inner city with no fear of being mugged. Imagine government social services and welfare offices closing down because those needs are being met by the local churches and faith-based nonprofits. Gang violence, homelessness, drug pushers, and drive- by shootings are all things of the past.


  "Utopia?" you say. "No," I would answer, "what I am describing is a nation discipled and taught of the Lord."


  Did your heart leap within you as you read that first paragraph? Did a longing for it begin to grow? My heart yearns to see all of this come to pass in my city. Yet is this really possible, or do we have to wait until Christ's return? I am not saying that there will not be any more evil or sin in the world. However, just as there are areas of the world that are very safe, with little or no crime, I do believe that with the power of God, we can disciple our cities until this becomes the norm for us as well. Just look at how churchgoing communities differ from those where God is not known or valued.


  How can we tip the balance in God's favor? Is it even possible? Let's consider some Scriptures together and see what you think for yourself. The concept of discipling nations that I wrote about in chapter 1 doesn't begin with the last words of Christ on the earth in the Great Commission. It all began in the garden.


  God's Original Plan


  The garden of Eden was a beautiful place, full of order, running according to God's design. God's law was universally obeyed. Adam and Eve, the first couple, were created in God's image with a purpose and given an earthly mandate:


  Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.


  Genesis 1:28


  Do we still have that same purpose and mandate today as human beings created in the image of God? This dominion passage has never been rescinded, so our answer should be yes. It didn't change with the fall. It simply makes sense that God's original purpose for humanity on the earth has never changed.


  Being created in the image of God has a broad, sweeping scope that is governmental in nature. That government consists of a King and His appointed regents over His kingdom on the earth. Nelson's New King James Version Study Bible gives this insight into our being made in the image of God:


  In ancient times an emperor might command statues of himself to be placed in remote parts of his empire. These symbols would declare that these areas were under his power and reign. So God placed humankind as living symbols of Himself on earth to represent His reign. We are made to reflect His majesty on the earth, have dominion: Rule as God's regent.1


  As I read those words I pondered to myself, Why haven't we fulfilled that purpose? Looking around the earth today one can certainly tell that we haven't even begun to fill, subdue, and have dominion over the earth in any positive way. Hebrews 2:5-9 acknowledges this. Instead we see poverty, violence, disease, homelessness, hunger, endless wars, and other major problems.


  Our Genesis mandate to fill, subdue, and have dominion over the earth reminds us that God loves us, His children, but He also loves the world. He wants the world to be saved. He says so in John 3:16: "For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son." God so loved the world or kosmos. Thayer's Greek Lexicon says this means "an apt or harmonious arrangement or constitution order." We tend to interpret this Scripture as referring only to our salvation from hell. While it does refer to that, salvation means a great deal more than escape from judgment. It also means that God loves His creation—the earth itself. Otherwise, why didn't he say, "For God so loved humankind that He gave His only begotten son?"


  We need to realize that Jesus' main emphasis was not the gospel of salvation but the gospel of the kingdom of God. Jesus' first teaching was not "Repent so that you can be saved" or even "God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life," but "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matthew 4:17). Jesus wasn't looking for converts to a new religion; He was inviting people into a new kingdom, with a new government and a new King. He Was inviting people to live heaven on earth. Look again at His first recorded sermon and all the reasons why He came:


  The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,


  Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor;


  He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,


  To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind,


  To set at liberty those who are oppressed;


  To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.


  Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.


  Luke 4:18-19, 21


  In Jesus' own words, He said His kingdom would address the poor, the mentally and emotionally ill, the physically sick, the blind, and those who sought justice. Jesus wasn't only creating the church; He was describing the new government of the kingdom of heaven.


  Jesus wasn't looking to get people to change so much as He was looking to get kingdoms to change. He wanted to deliver God's people, and anyone else who would accept Him as Lord and Savior, out of the kingdom of darkness and into the kingdom of light. He wanted to replace man's justice—political, social, and religious—with God's justice. He wasn't looking to overthrow the power of Caesar but to usher all of the Roman Empire into the kingdom of God.


  God created the world—loves it still in all its creation—and has put us here on the earth to be its stewards. We are His regents and ambassadors on the earth. In other words, God so loved the world that He wanted not only us as individuals to be saved in every sense of the word but the systems of the world He created to be redeemed as well—to be bought back and brought back—to His initial plans for them. This includes the environment: We are still stewards of the earth as well as all living things in it.


  Living in the Kingdom of God


  One of the new movements we are seeing develop in nation after nation today is in the marketplace or workplace. God is calling men and women to run their businesses according to biblical principles. Following this example, leaders in law, government, real estate, the sciences, and other institutions of society are also hearing God's call to return to His precepts in each of their fields.


  One of the key concepts of the Reformation was coram Deo: all of life is lived "before the face of God." In other words, there was no separation between the sacred and the secular—you didn't do things Monday through Saturday that you needed to repent of on Sunday. Instead, you lived all of life as though it were church all the time; only the means of worship changed day to day. On Sunday you might praise God with singing and listening to the Word, and on Thursday it would be in the way you performed your daily duties in the workplace and how you treated the people you interacted with.


  The Holy Spirit brings to light the subjects of discipling, teaching, and stewarding the world through two groundbreaking, paradigm-shattering passages of Scripture. The first takes place when Jesus is in a mentoring session with His disciples, teaching them about prayer. We call this the Lord's Prayer, though it would be more accurate to call it the Disciple's Prayer.


  My journey into being a reformer and discipler of nations actually began with my study on prayer. My first book, Possessing the Gates of the Enemy, is about intercession. I have been a student of prayers in the Bible throughout my ministry. At the time I wrote Possessing, I didn't fully understand how intercession and God's command that We have dominion on the earth tied together in this prayer. Note that the prayer is corporate in nature, not personal.


  Our Father in heaven,


  Hallowed be Your name.


  Your kingdom come.


  Your will be done


  On earth as it is in heaven.


  Give us this day our daily bread.


  And forgive us our debts,


  As we forgive our debtors.


  And do not lead us into temptation,


  But deliver us from the evil one.


  For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.


  Matthew 6:9-13


  As I studied this powerful prayer the thought came to me: Do I really believe that I should pray for the will of God to be done on the earth? My next thought was: What is God's will on earth now?


  I know there is a future kingdom, but the Bible also speaks of the present kingdom of God. What is possible here on earth today? What does the present kingdom of God look like? Little did I realize that I was going through a radical, reformational shift in understanding my role on the earth as a believer in Christ.


  After studying Matthew 6:9-13, I realized that this was an intercessory prayer for one who is called not only to make disciples of individuals but of nations. If we are to pray for God's kingdom to come and His will to be done, then it is imperative that we also learn how to do the will of God.


  As I read this prayer, I suddenly thought, If part of this prayer is for the here and now —that we are to work to see God be Lord over not only our family affairs but our cities and nations—then the rest of the prayer must be understood in that same vein. It is not only for the individual; it is also a prayer of intercession for the nations.


  With that thought in mind, I began to study each part of the prayer.


  Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.


  Hallowed according to Thayer's Bible Dictionary means "to render or declare holy, consecrate, or to separate from things profane and dedicate to God." We could paraphrase this by saying, "Father, holy is your name." Because this is true, the inference biblically is "God, let your name be holy and revered in every aspect of our kingdom life. Holy be your name in my neighborhood, my city, and my society."


  "Give us this day our daily bread" has the broader meaning of petitioning God to give us a plan to feed the poor on a large scale and deal with systemic poverty around the world. It is holy and righteous to do these things, and God will help us to do them if we ask for His wisdom in how to do it.


  Asking forgiveness for our own debts could include following God's economic plan to deliver people from poverty and the back-breaking bondage of always owing money to others. The borrower is, after all, servant to the lender. (See Proverbs 22:7.)


  In fact, these premises are so broad in scope that I am going to take whole chapters and explore them as we delve into our role as believers on the earth as it relates to justice, government, economics, education, and other kingdom of heaven issues addressed in this prayer.


  What Is God's Will for the Earth?


  If we are going to pray, "God's will be done," doesn't it make sense to look at what God's will is as expressed in the Bible? He made one part of His will clear in his last command to His disciples: "Go—disciple and teach nations" (see Matthew 28:19-20). We could rephrase the command to disciple nations in this manner: "Go and release the Jesus in you into every nation."


  One could simply ask, "What would Jesus do and say about the problems we face in the world today?" However—if you would indulge me—let me give you a heavy-duty version of the same question: "How do we see the incarnated Savior manifested through us in society?"


  Here are some synonyms for incarnation: integration, inclusion, incorporation, manifestation, and systemization. In other words, how do we see the kingdom of God come into every aspect of society? What would it look like if God's wisdom and righteousness were incorporated into our laws, government, educational systems, as well as into our workplaces, homes, and everything we do?


  If God's Word is systemic in how it applies to our needs for social justice—how we feed the poor and take care of single mothers, for example—letting it direct us in how we deal with each of these areas releases the incarnation of that Word, Jesus Christ, into every situation. Nations will be discipled when the incarnation of Christ is manifested at every level of society. To put it more simply, God wants His Word and presence felt in everything we think, plan, and do. Then everything is done "before the face of God" the way He has instructed us to do it. We are to be part of seeing His kingdom manifest now while still understanding that there is a greater future kingdom to come one day when Jesus returns.


  After I had the revelation that the kingdom of God was important in my time and that I had a role in seeing it implemented, I started studying my Bible with new excitement every day, trying to better understand God's kingdom principles. One very important verse came alive for me:


  And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.


  Matthew 24:14


  "This gospel of the kingdom will be preached" echoed in my spirit as I read this. For my whole adult life I had thought that we would preach the gospel of salvation to all the world, and when everyone had heard, Jesus would return, but this is not what Scripture says. It says we should be preaching the good news of the kingdom of heaven. In other words, it is not so much about answered altar calls as it is about inducting people into a new government—God's kingdom on earth. This gives me a much bigger responsibility for the world than I had previously understood.


  Combining these two biblical passages together—Matthew 24:14 with the Disciple's Prayer in Matthew 6:9-13—challenges us toward whole new levels as believers. And when you add Matthew 28:18-20—the Great Commission that commands us to disciple nations—into the mix, you can't help but experience an incredible paradigm shift. For me, it completely redefined how I saw my role as a believer on the earth. We are not only to create converts, we are to manifest God's will on earth "as it is in heaven."


  This led me to a new series of questions: "If this is true, then how do we preach the gospel of the kingdom? What does it really mean to disciple or teach the nations of the earth? If we are called to disciple the world—and to love it as God loves it—how do we do that on a practical level?"


  In the past I believed that when the gospel of salvation was preached in my city, it would change the fabric of society as well. I believed there is a correlation between the numbers of believers in a city and the godliness of government and culture in that city. For example, in a city with a large number of believers, poverty and corruption should be the exception and not the rule.


  But as God was teaching me this, I began to wonder about my own city. I live in the Dallas/Fort Worth metroplex area of Texas. I know for a fact that Dallas/Fort Worth has a reputation as a densely Christian city. So does Colorado Springs, where our ministry was located before we moved back to our home area in Dallas. However, both areas have poor sections, and their city governments struggle with the same moral issues as most other U.S. cities of their size. Though largely Christian, these areas are still not discipled and taught of the Lord.


  Why is this? What is wrong?


  It would seem that the number of Christians who live in an area should change the spiritual climate of that area, but I didn't have to look far before I saw that simply wasn't the case. Why is that? I think the answer lies in two main areas: (1) perhaps we as believers have not seen kingdom living and building as our role or (2) if we have, we don't know how to practically use biblical principles to change our cities into places where the will of God flows freely.


  Creating Holy Cities in Holy Nations


  Imagine again for a moment what a place would look like where God's will freely reigned. A place where spiritual darkness is so weakened or defeated by the presence of light in the children of God that answers to prayer are unhindered, and God's blessings are available like fruit on trees that only needs to be harvested and distributed. A place where the body of Christ is alive and vibrant and healing flows to all that the body touches physically, emotionally, mentally, and spiritually. Certainly all would still have a right to freedom of religion, but people would know of Christians in every square foot of the city and respect them for their wisdom, conscientiousness, and loving-kindness toward others.


  But this isn't happening because we as Christians are more influenced by our culture than we are by our Bibles. In the United States, we have accepted, for example, the separation of church and state as a good thing because of the corrupt church-run states of the past. However, the most horrific crimes of all time have not been perpetrated by church-run states. Even now in the U.S. we are allowing atheists to have the loudest voice in dictating how we express religion in public places. Though we live in a democracy, we are allowing a minority to control the majority. Many Christians have dismissed being politically involved, and our nation has suffered for it. We look to man's wisdom instead of God's for answers, and we are reaping a harvest of godlessness.


  What we need is a radical shift in our worldview. We need to again see it as our responsibility to disciple nations and be radical reformers in our own nation. A key biblical building block in this process of shifting from a secular culture to a kingdom-of-heaven paradigm is found in both the New and the Old Testaments:


  You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a Holy Nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God....


  Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world.... Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.


  1 Peter 2:9-12 niv


  Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a Holy Nation.


  Exodus 19:5-6


  Who was this last passage written to? A bunch of slaves. Not only were they slaves, but their parents and parents' parents also had been slaves. The people of God had been slaves for four hundred years. Did they know how to make laws, govern themselves, or even think for themselves? Of course not. They were slaves. Every day of their lives their actions were decided by others. Yet God didn't call them to a new religion—He called them to become a new nation and establish a new kingdom.


  This is why God began to give them the "how-to's" concerning becoming a Holy Nation after the Exodus. This included the structure for government, legislative systems, judicial systems, as well as educational and economic systems. For instance, Deuteronomy 1:9-15 and Exodus 18 talk about a representative government where leaders were chosen from each tribe and set over groups of one thousand, one hundred, fifty, and ten.2 If the people of God followed the structure He gave them, it would result in transforming a nation of slaves into one of the most wealthy and prosperous peoples on earth.


  What does this mean for us today? Romans 11:16-24 tells us that we are the children of Abraham, grafted into the vine, with the full benefit package given to the children of Abraham. All of these points revolve around the fact that God called the sons of Abraham to be a Holy Nation—a call we as Christians have as the children of Abraham as well.


  How do we, in a practical way, function as a Holy Nation across the face of the earth today? I will pose some exciting possibilities in answer to that question in the pages and chapters to follow.


  Becoming a Holy Nation may seem like a big stretch for us given the fact that some of us have trouble even working together as a church and that religious government has such a bad track record. I mean, we are still trying to get over the damage done during the Crusades! After all of this you might ask, "How could we possibly work together as a Holy Nation to see His kingdom come and His will be done?"


  I know that some of you are reeling as you are reading this and might be thinking, "Cindy, are you advocating an authoritarian takeover by Christians?"


  No, of course not. I am not saying that we should use physical force to disciple nations, but rather that we should establish ourselves through a spiritual revolution. Righteous reformers must take seriously their role in discipling nations from a Holy Nation worldview.


  The biblical mandate to disciple nations is one that many leaders are working to understand. It is a concept that can help them manifest God's kingdom in their nations. In fact, God has given the desire to transform nations to many in leadership around the world—and, believe it or not, it is making a difference.


  Examples of Biblical Transformation


  There are some powerful examples of reformers in the Bible. One was a young king named Josiah. I love his story. He came to the throne when he was only eight years old. The Bible sums up his life in this way: "He did what was right in the sight of the Lord" (2 Kings 22:2).


  One of the reasons I am so drawn to Josiah's story is that I know there are young government leaders, educators, scientists, doctors, and lawyers who are preparing to reform their societies and disciple their nations. Just like God chose Josiah, he is


  choosing the leaders of tomorrow by His Spirit today.


  To put this story into a modern-day context, I am going to paraphrase it for you:


  When King Josiah was twenty-six years old, God began to speak to him about repairing the temple. He told him to find out how much money he had to do the work. The king asked two of his trusted subjects to go check out what funds had been collected in the temple offerings to start the remodeling. "Take the money," he commanded, as kings do, "and give it to the construction workers for repairs."


  When his loyal leaders went to the temple, the senior pastor (high priest) said to Shaphan (one of the king's leaders), "I have found the Book of the Law in the house of the Lord!"3


  Shaphan, whose job was to transcribe important documents and read them (perhaps like lawyers or congressional aides would today), took the book and read it out loud to King Josiah.


  The king was beside himself with sorrow and grief when he realized how far his nation had fallen away from God! He tore his clothes as was the custom of the day when people were in mourning. He mourned and was in grief because he was the king of a nation that had not only strayed from following God's law but was in great danger of the Lord judging them for their sins.


  What did this young king do to change the course of his nation? First, he repented before God, and then he looked around at his nation through God's eyes. All of a sudden he saw things that he hadn't noticed before—primarily that his nation was full of sin and idolatry. From that day forward he went about making changes to his nation as dictated in the Book of the Law, which had been lost in the temple but now was found.


  From the reforms of Josiah, it is evident that this book contained much of the contents of the book of Deuteronomy4—the same book that the children of Israel were given to teach them how to become a Holy Nation.


  One of my purposes in telling Josiah's story is to inspire you to study God's Word with new, reformational eyes. It is important not only to read God's Word but to interpret God's world in the light of His Word. We can reconcile and redeem nations through applying biblical principles today just like Josiah did in his time. In doing so we will be disciplers of nations—each doing our part in teaching nations to observe all God has commanded in the Book.


  The Bible is our manufacturer's handbook. In it, God gives specific instructions on how the world best operates. It belongs to Him as Creator. He knows how to make it work.


  To say to the Creator, "I can run this world the way I want to, do what I want with it, enact laws in the society about morality the way I want, and do anything that I want with my private life as long as I don't hurt anyone else" is totally ridiculous! Many things done "in private" hurt others. The "secret sins" of pornography and adultery are tearing our families apart, and the sins that societies allow within their midst build up until the very ground cries out to God just as Abel's blood did after Cain slew him.


  That thinking could be likened to a person who buys a DVD player and doesn't read the instruction manual on how to use it. Instead, the person decides, "I think it looks better to put the DVD upside down in the player. I know that the button on the front says 'play,' but I want to push the rewind button to start the DVD." It simply won't work that way! We have to do what the instruction book says in order to make it work.


  In the same way, we can't enact laws that condone immorality simply because it is done in "private," or any other action that breaks God's rules. When you break God's law, creation breaks down—and societies do too.


  During the years that Mike and I have had the ministry Generals International (originally founded as Generals of Intercession), we have worked in many nations that are in the process of transformation. One of the brightest lights on the horizon currently is Argentina. I am excited to write this because this nation has experienced wave after wave of revival. Now it is time for a national reformation!


  Another example is Almolonga, Guatemala. Almolonga was a disaster area at one time. Alcoholism was rampant, and it was a center of idolatry. The indigenous people of the village were in despair. Few had more than a sixth-grade education. Then a few brave souls got hold of God's Word and took on the process of the spiritual transformation of the area.


  One of the miraculous signs that the city was changing was in the land itself. Once dry and unyielding, it became fertile and started to produce giant vegetables. I have been there myself, and all I have to say is whenever tourists want to get their pictures taken holding the broccoli, cauliflower, and carrots, you know they are huge!


  The villagers started selling their vegetables all across Central America and became wealthy enough to afford to buy—for cash—Mercedes trucks to haul their produce! The jail shut down and became a restaurant. The idol worship center closed down because of a lack of participants. Ninety-five percent of the population is now born again!


  As you drive through Almolonga today, you see street signs with names like Glory to God. Mike and I know some of the leaders of that movement, and they are genuine and wonderful believers. What is happening in Almolonga gives us great hope for what can take place elsewhere if we would just apply prayerfully the principles of God's Word as the foundation for our societies.


  Healing Nations


  The concept of societal transformation can be linked with another biblical ideal: the healing of nations. In order for a nation to be transformed, it needs to be reformed—what is corrupt in it needs to be amended and returned to what is true and righteous. When nations are reformed, they are also healed.


  God first revealed to me that nations needed to be healed during a time of intercessory prayer for the United States in 1985. As I interceded for my nation, I asked the Lord the question, "Lord, since Satan is neither omniscient nor omnipresent, how has he made such inroads into the United States of America?" The Lord impressed upon me that Satan has a strategy for nations while God's people did not. He then went on with instructions to "gather the generals" to intercede for the nations that they might repent of their sin.


  What is the sin of my nation? I wondered. I am embarrassed to say that I had not heard anyone preach about the specific sins of America at that time. Now, more than twenty years later, this is a common theme in the body of Christ. Second Chronicles 7:14 gives the biblical formula: Repent for the sins of your nation, and God will heal your land. When God first led me to teach on this subject, I had never heard anyone propose that a nation could be healed.


  During that same time, the Lord elaborated this theme by telling me that we needed to repent for such things as the Trail of Tears, slavery, racism, and other historic sins of the United States. At the time, we also began to gather leaders to repent of the sins the various races had committed against other races. Many of these stemmed from perversions of the biblical understanding of all people being created in God's image, such as racism, slavery, unjust Jim Crow laws, ethnocentrism, Manifest Destiny, broken treaties, massacres, forced relocations and death marches, de facto segregation and discrimination, public lynchings, prevention of minorities from voting, unequal education, unequal opportunities, and violations of civil rights.


  Time and again I have seen white leaders kneel in repentance and weep before their African American brothers and sisters. The sins of mistrust, theft, and imprisonment in internment camps against the Japanese Americans during World War II by the United States government were similarly dealt with, as were those sins against the host people of the land, the Native Americans. In our history, at least three hundred fifty treaties with Native American tribes have been broken by the U.S. government.


  Several years ago Mike and I had the privilege of sitting in a government office while an official humbly repented for breaking these treaties. The Native American leaders had brought a volume listing all the treaties made with various tribes, and every one had been broken. The government leader held the thick book in his hands and with deep emotion prayed, "Father, I ask you to forgive the government that I represent for our sin against the host people of the land, the Native American people. I am so sorry for our sin." He then looked at the Native leaders and asked for their forgiveness as well.


  This is a beautiful picture that is part of the fulfillment of Revelation 22:2:


  In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.


  As we become healed nations or peoples in our earthly identities, it will become increasingly easy for us to function as one. Just as it was for those at Herrnhut, unity is a key to our transformation and reformation today.


  For the past twenty years our ministry has been working to see this kind of healing happen in all the nations to which we have traveled. However, there is still quite a bit of work to be done in this area. Racism, prejudice, and dishonest dealings between nations remain in the world, and this kind of repentance and reconciliation will need to continue. We'll never be able to say we're completely finished with this process, because each generation will need to acknowledge its unique dirty history. If each generation doesn't do this, it can convince itself that its ancestors were pure and not responsible for atrocities in the past, and that it was on the wronged side and therefore needs to take vengeance into its own hands. A false belief in a myth of purity is dangerous to anyone who happens to be outside their group. However, the major paradigm shift that I see in this new move of God is adding the dimension of reconciling all things to the list of reconciling all races.


  The book of Acts tells us:


  Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things.


  Acts 3:19-21


  What does this passage mean by "all things"? My husband, Mike, teaches this "all things" restoration from Paul's letter to the Colossians:


  For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.


  Colossians 1:19-20


  Mike points out that the Scripture doesn't say "all people," but "all things." "All things" means "all things." "All things" means "all structures, all parts of society, all groups of people." In fact, we have the ministry of reconciliation on earth given to us as an assignment by God to reconcile all things.


  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.


  2 Corinthians 5:17-19


  What do you think has been the major deterrent to our transforming or discipling our nations? I have a theory that it has been our understanding of where we should expend our time and energy in this season before the Lord's return.


  Remember that we were commanded by the Lord to "do business till I come" in the parable of the minas. (See Luke 19:12-27.) The King James Version says, "Occupy till I come." It may be that our focus has been so much on the Lord's return that we missed the "occupy" part of our instruction. Part of our occupying is to do evangelism: to bring people to Christ and nurture them until Christ is fully formed in them. Another part is to fulfill the Genesis mandate to "be fruitful ... subdue ... [and] have dominion over the earth." (See 1:28.) We are stewards of God's earth in every sense. Yet how do we "occupy" the business world, legal and legislative systems, government agencies and public services, educational institutions, and other sectors of society crucial to letting God's "goodwill toward men" reign in our nations? (See Luke 2:14.)


  Now that you are with me in understanding the importance of this new kingdom thinking, it is time to look at each of these areas individually in the following chapters. Let's continue this journey together.


  
    
      


    

  


  


  Chapter Four


  The Just Cause


  As one gazes back across the history of Christianity, it seems that our thinking has gone something like this: "If we simply had a sweeping revival, then our nations would become righteous on every level." Sad to say, while a revival of hearts is important, there also needs to be a societal reformation in order to maintain the nation as righteous. Revival can lead to transformation, but only reformation institutes sustainable change. There is a fight to join in addition to revival, one Christians have too often neglected.


  Darrow L. Miller, in his insightful book Discipling Nations says this:


  We normally think of war in physical terms: bombs, guns, troops, death, bodies. But viewing war as a clash not just of armies but also of ideas allows us to better see what is going on around us....


  Christianity has revealed that for the time being, there is a war going on between life and death, good and evil, God and Satan. This spiritual conflict is not just something we read about in our Bibles. It intrudes into our everyday world of ideas and ideals, shaping our history, determining our future, and to a large extent controlling how we live.1


  Why Isn't Revival Enough?


  One day Mike and I were dialoguing with a group of Christian leaders at a conference we were attending on the subject of transformation, when I asked, "How do we maintain the change that comes with revival? How do we know that the societies we have seen transformed will still be living for God in a decade, let alone a hundred years from now?"


  If you study the subject, you'll find that some revivals have had dramatic, long-reaching consequences. Luther's Reformation led to Protestantism, and Protestantism led to many social experiments, including the American experiment and opening of the door to new ways of thinking about government, science, economics, politics, education, the relation of church and state, and so on.


  We've also had several significant revival periods in American history, including the First Great Awakening with Gilbert Tennet, Jonathan Edwards, and George Whitefield from 1740 to 1742; the Second Great Awakening beginning in the early 1800s with revivalist camp meetings; a national revival in 1831 spurred by Charles Finney's preaching and revival in Rochester, New York; a Civil War revival among Southern army troops; a post-Civil War Third Great Awakening with Dwight L. Moody and John Mott, who was a long-time president of the YMCA and helped found the Student Volunteer Movement, which lasted all the way until World War I; and a Fourth Great Awakening that began near the turn of the twentieth century with the Azusa Street Revival, and that has led to four hundred million Pentecostal/Charismatics in the worldwide movement after a mere one hundred years. Since World War II, America has experienced several streams of awakening that included the latter rain/healing movement, the prophetic movement, Billy Graham Crusades, and the ministries of InterVarsity, Navigators, Campus Crusade, Campus Life, Young Life, and others. All of these movements have contributed to what our society is about. But all revivals include two dynamics: they bring about both spiritual awakening and spiritual opposition. The devil plays on human gullibility and weakness to subvert revivals even as they begin.


  Most revivals have proven to last only a few years. The Welsh Revival, for instance, went from approximately 1904 to 1906, depending on which account one reads. It is said that around one hundred thousand were born again during that time. The fire of God swept the nation and revival brought radical transformation. Things changed so much, in fact, that the donkeys that worked the coal mines had to be retrained because they were so used to receiving curses as commands. When the workers didn't curse anymore, the donkeys didn't know what to do. Bars closed because people stopped having the "demon drink." Prayer meetings were more popular than rugby matches—now that is amazing! It was a singing revival, as praises to God rang forth from the nation.


  Yet even with most of the nation saved, Wales fell backward, influenced by anti-God philosophies such as Darwinism and an educational system aimed at making students employable rather than teaching them how to live. (I will go into these influences in the coming chapters.) Some say it was a lack of maturity and of sound biblical teaching, as the leader of the movement, Evan Roberts, was only twenty-six and went into seclusion only months after the revival began.


  I don't think age matters, however. King Josiah was also twenty- six at the time he led national reform, and that reform stuck. Perhaps the failure of the revival to have staying power in Wales was the result of a lack of spiritual fathers mature enough to disciple the people into staying solid in their faith and teaching them how to make that faith the basis of their government and culture. Rees Howells, a prominent leader who emerged from the ranks of the coal miners during the Welsh Revival, emphasized the need for a prayer movement to sustain revival, and I concur. In fact, I will dedicate a chapter later in this book to "legislating in the heavens," which must be done in order to see a nation discipled.


  What is the solution, then? I propose that a massive paradigm shift back to a biblical worldview is needed on every level. To reform, again, means "to amend what is corrupt; to return things to their God-ordained order and organization." Many today are talking about the transformation of their nations, but transforming a nation is really only "changing the outward form or appearance." Without a reformation, we will never see lasting transformation.


  Our Need to Renew Our Minds


  Ironically, most of us do not even know that our thinking and worldview have been polluted, or at least influenced, by secularism, naturalism, and humanistic rationalism through our educational system, media, and culture. We do not have a clue as to where to start in the process of reforming our nations. First, we don't see things the way God sees them. Even when we come to Scripture, we too often interpret it through culture-tinted glasses rather than digging into God's Word and letting it reform our hearts and renew our thinking. To be frank, Christianity today is simply lacking in Christ—God's Living Word revealed to us by the Holy Spirit through Bible study and prayer.


  It isn't that the Bible is difficult to understand, it is that we don't bring the right questions to it. We spend a lot of time studying about prayer, the fruit of the Spirit, endtime events, and Christian character, but how often do we study the Bible for answers about what a discipled nation's government should look like? How our social services and welfare system should operate? How we should educate our children, run our banks, or make our laws?


  Too many of us have fallen into the trap of accepting the separation of church and state as if it were a biblical concept. It seems like such a good idea after the corruption of the Dark Ages that brought on Luther's Reformation and the problems we face because of nations based on religious law today in the Middle East. Yet instead of tossing the Bible out of the public arena, we need to look to the Scriptures again and let the Holy Spirit teach us how to do these things as God would do them in heaven. After all, His wisdom is still relevant.


  Once we start to take a fresh look at Scripture, God is going to show us how, as a Holy Nation, to begin to affect our world on a reformational level that will produce lasting transformation. Since I am not a specialist on every aspect of society, rather than try to propose solutions that I am not equipped to give, I want to prime the pump on reformational thinking in a variety of important areas. To put it in a nutshell, "We need our minds renewed (reformed) so we can be transformed." The process of becoming a Holy Nation first requires some major restructuring of our thinking. This leads to a major point that I want to make:


  Our minds need to be discipled before we can disciple a nation.


  Or, to put it biblically:


  "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."


  John 8:31-32


  And:


  Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.


  Romans 12:2


  How we see truth depends on our starting point. The war for our minds and the way we think has largely been won by the way we have all been taught to see the world. This is why I want to bring up the subject of worldview. Most of us, even strong believers, see the world through a lens polluted by humanistic thinking, and on a deeper level than we could ever imagine. Even those of us who truly believe God's Word is the final authority have had our margins moved outside of scriptural bounds by the society in which we were educated. This education has not only been in the classroom but through media and supposedly neutral programs termed as "scientific." The more I've delved into the subject of the biblical discipleship of nations, the more I've realized that my own worldview has been affected by secularistic thinking.


  Let me give you an example: Once while on a trip to the state of Hawaii, we had stopped to visit with a local leader. At a meeting sometime before this, I had prophesied that Hawaii would be the first Christian state in America, and I was excited to see the level of engagement that various leaders were making with that prophecy. After our meeting, Mike and I were passing the state courthouse when I had one of those "stop here right now, there is a missing piece on your adventure to disciple nations" moments. Since we were on vacation, God had to give Mike a large measure of patience for those recurring moments.


  We parked and went into the museum dedicated to the first territorial court system of Hawaii. As we read the signs, we were amazed! Hawaii's legal system had been built upon the Ten Commandments. Literally, what was legal in heaven was legal on earth.


  This meant that, among other things, adultery was just as illegal as killing and stealing were. I am ashamed to admit that this gave me pause to think. I said to Mike, "Can we legislate morality in that way today?" Mike replied in his usual logical manner, "Of course, honey, we do it all the time! Why do you think it's illegal to steal?"


  I stood on the spot, simply stunned. Somehow in my list of the Ten Commandments, I had allowed them to become merely moral directives, but not social laws. I was thinking of them just as secularists do, but not as God does. I had forgotten that at one time in Israel's history adultery was not only immoral but illegal. I had also subliminally accepted the notion that "whatever two people do in private is no one else's business." It hadn't occurred to me that for the sake of preserving the sanctity of marriage it wasn't God's will for a society to allow adultery. I had fallen into the thinking of sociological justice—accepting what the society as a whole believes should be illegal—rather than adhering to biblical justice. Embarrassing, isn't it? Essentially I had come to believe that certain laws of God could not be valid in our society today just because the society I lived in had decided against them.


  Before you read any further, it would be good to engage both your heart and mind to become willing to make a radical shift in your thinking. To do that, ask the Holy Spirit to expose to you any way that you have been affected by secularism or any other "ism" that is ungodly. Pray with me:


  O Lord,


  I need your help! I submit my whole self to you. Please, by the power of the Holy Spirit, come as a divine surgeon into my thinking. Father, anywhere that I have been taught or come to believe what is false thinking—not thinking according to your Word and will for my life—change me. Change the way I think. Renew my mind. I do not want to be conformed to the world but desire to see your kingdom come and your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.


  In Jesus' name,


  Amen.


  Can We Follow God's Law Without Falling Into Legalism?


  I am aware that this section might raise questions like: "Are you advocating putting us all back under the 613 Mosaic laws?" Or "Are you proposing that we return to stoning women caught in adultery?" Of course not.


  However, as I have grappled with how we deal with the Ten Commandments in our society today, let me say to you: This is a serious issue to pray and think about. Are the Ten Commandments mere suggestions to us in our societies today? If not, then how do we, in a democratic way, shift our nations' laws to reflect God's intent for our nations in this day and age? You might ask, "Why do we even need to deal with this question of adultery in society at all? Isn't that a private matter?"


  As always, we need to look at this issue through a biblical lens. Westerners see very little connection between what a person does in the privacy of a home or hotel and problems in the society. However, this is not true according to the Creator's design of the earth and its inhabitants.


  In order to see this according to a biblical worldview, let's examine a few passages to see what happens to the physical land of a nation when people commit sexual sin.


  Leviticus 18 gives us a list of prohibited sexual acts. Among them are incest, adultery, bestiality, and homosexuality. One of the final verses of this chapter tells us:


  Do not defile yourselves with any of these things; for by all these the nations are defiled, which I am casting out before you.


  Leviticus 18:24


  In other words, the other nations were cast out of Canaan and the land given to the Israelites because they allowed those sins in their society. The passage goes on to state:


  For the land is defiled; therefore I visit the punishment of its iniquity upon it, and the land vomits out its inhabitants.


  Leviticus 18:25


  What does that mean? Just what it says: No one will be able to live in a land defiled by sin. Nothing or no one who tries to live there will prosper. The land will "vomit" them out.


  There are numbers of other passages that relate to this issue of land being defiled through sin. Another powerful one is Hosea 4:1-3:


  Hear the word of the Lord,


  You children of Israel,


  For the Lord brings a charge [literally a legal case] against the inhabitants of the land:


  [Then the Lord states the legal case and its basis.]


  "There is no truth or mercy


  Or knowledge of God in the land.


  By swearing and lying,


  Killing and stealing and committing adultery,


  They break all restraint,


  With bloodshed upon bloodshed.


  Therefore the land will mourn;


  And everyone who dwells there will waste away With the beasts of the field And the birds of the air;


  Even the fish of the sea will be taken away."


  Powerful! The Bible is telling us that when there is an accumulation of sin in a nation, it removes God's blessing not only from the government and the inhabitants, but creation itself!


  A friend of mind, Rick Ridings, shared with me that he and other prayer warriors went to pray in the Ben Himmon Valley in Israel. This is the site where the worshipers of Molech sacrificed babies by burning them alive. They repented for the sin done years ago by having a Jewish believer pray and ask forgiveness for the horrible atrocities committed there.


  You might ask, "Why do I have to repent of the sin of my nation, past or present, that I did not commit?" Second Samuel 21:1-14 tells us that God required David to repent for the sin that the former king, Saul, committed against a tribe of people called the Gibeonites. After King David repented, the Lord heeded the prayer for the land. Also, in Deuteronomy 21:1-8, God told the Israelites to atone for the sins of His people if a person is found murdered and no one knows who did it.


  I realize some of you may also be thinking, "But aren't we New Testament believers?


  Are we under the curse of the law?" Of course not; however, the Old Testament was the Bible for the New Testament church, and it doesn't negate how God set up creation. The good news is that God gave us, the church, the power through prayer to "redeem the land" from the effects of sin.


  Several months after Rick and his team prayed in Ben Himmon, they took a bus tour of the area. As they passed the Himmon Valley, the Jewish tour guide said, "Since this place has been cursed because of the sin done here by the Molech worshipers, there have been no birds here for some time; however, for some unknown reason, they have returned in the past few months."


  Coincidence? I don't think so. This is the biblical model for "healing the land." Second Chronicles 7:13-14 tells us:


  When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or command the locusts to devour the land, or send pestilence among My people, if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.


  What is the result of our praying prayers of repentance? God will heal the land. Literally, the Hebrew says, "He will rapha their land." This is the same word we find in Scripture describing the physical healing of a person's body. The word land here is often spiritualized to mean "nation" or "region," but if you look it up, it literally means "the dirt, the earth, that stuff that we grow plants on."2


  Idolatry also releases God's curses on the earth. Just look at Islam to see what happens when nations come under that type of religion. The land itself begins to turn to desert. I have been in nations in Africa that have become increasingly Islamic, and they tell me their rainfall has diminished dramatically since they have been overtaken by Islam.


  One of the most important Scriptures on intercession also deals with the healing of land:


  "So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one. Therefore I have poured out My indignation on them; I have consumed them with the fire of My wrath; and I have recompensed their deeds on their own heads," says the Lord God.


  Ezekiel 22:30-31


  Understanding the correlation between what happens not only to our society but all of creation is critical to how we implement God's restrictions within our legal structures.


  What will this look like? The best-case scenario, of course, is that the heart of the nation is so changed through revival that the majority of the people want righteous laws. Am I suggesting that we put people in stocks and publicly ridicule them if they commit adultery? No. However, I do believe that God will give us a way to put legal sanctions upon those who commit this sin just as we already do for many other offenses.


  In the United States, for example, we have laws that do not permit an adult to have sexual relations with someone under the age of eighteen, even with the child's consent. It is considered statutory rape. The military has strict limits on sexual conduct as well. Perhaps this is hard to consider because our minds have been so defiled through a secular worldview that we no longer think God's laws will work.


  Neither am I advocating forcing people to convert to Christianity or taking away the democratic rights of non-Christians. The beauty of a nation based upon God's Word is that we do not persecute those who believe differently than we do, nor do we force conversions. God wants us to come to Him on our own as an act of free will, and this is why democracy, based upon the principles of God's Word, is so powerful. We are not like those who would put Sharia law (Islamic law) into place.


  This is part of the reformational shift that needs to take place in our nations. We need young people who will study to become righteous judges, lawyers, and politicians who love God's Word and will seek His face on how to please Him in every area of our legal systems.


  Developing a Heavenly Perspective


  Our individual worldviews affect the way we think, raise our children, create laws, judge morality, and administer justice. Our worldviews determine the responsibility we take for the poor and our attitudes about other nation-shaping ideologies. In order to renew our minds toward a godly worldview, we need to find out where we have been affected by thinking that is other than biblical in nature. Alvin Toffler in his book Future Shock says, "Every person carries within his head a mental model of the world—a subjective representation of external reality."3 In order to understand this, you need to find out what is in your "worldview box." Your worldview box is basically your mind. In it are stored your thoughts. Those thoughts define how you see the world. (Sometimes we talk about thinking "outside of the box," which means thinking outside our current worldview. However, there is a correct "box" we should think within—one defined by a biblical worldview.)


  Before about three hundred years ago, most people in the Western world had a theistic—God-centered, biblical—worldview. In this worldview, there is a direct connection between the spiritual and physical realm—with God being over all. Therefore, the society and government were in a large measure based upon a belief that whatever God said in the Bible was right. Church laws and legal precedents in common and civil law flowed from biblical and church sources. Whenever laws were written, God's Word was considered first. We will call this worldview theism.


  People knew God as Creator, and His law was unquestionably obeyed, even if some did not fully understand why. If one did not obey God's law, there were consequences.


  People knew that hell was real and separation from God was the penalty for rejecting Him. This thinking molded actions and morality as well as the character and nature of society. God's existence was a given and served as the center that held everything together.


  Another worldview came into being during the Age of Enlightenment called deism. Intellectuals accepted God in their worldview, but believed that although God created the universe, He left us free to run it. Human beings began to shift away from seeing God as the all in all in society toward the acceptance of reality as based on natural not divine law. Rationalism became the predominant philosophy of the day, and the sole test for truth. In other words, if they didn't understand the "whys" of the Bible, they tossed it aside. As a result of this shift, humanity began to rationalize sin away—we were no longer guilty before God but merely victims of circumstance. This came from the teaching of Sigmund Freud.


  From Freudism, we cannot argue what is right or wrong. For example, one cannot reason that it is okay to run a stop sign because we had a bad day. Why? It is the law. It is the same with God's laws.


  Breaking them brings consequences in our societies. Thank God though for the healing and redemptive power of prayer!


  A broader worldview has come into play in the last two hundred years, however, that has done the most damage. You could call it secularism, naturalism, or atheistic materialism. It took deism one step further from God, not only saying that He isn't involved in our world but that He doesn't even exist. Reality was no longer concrete but subject to the beholder, and morality became relative. Concepts such as situation ethics and values clarification were introduced, which ultimately severed our final mooring to Bible-based morality and values. Suddenly there were no more absolutes.


  To explain situation ethics in its simplest terms, we merely need to look at how it has been used in American public schools during the previous few decades. This is likely being done in a similar way around the world. (I hope readers from other nations will forgive my using more illustrations drawn from my own nation than from others. I am obviously more familiar with our story. It is my prayer that you will be able to draw from these principles to establish just societies in your own nations. The Word of God will work no matter where you live!)


  In its simplest form, a teacher would tell the class that they are going to play a game —children like games. Then the teacher would tell a story something like this:


  Five people were in a boat on the ocean: a pregnant woman, a priest, an old man, a child, and a sailor. The boat starts to sink because it is overloaded, and someone is going to have to be thrown out. Which one should they throw overboard? If they throw the pregnant woman off, the baby will die along with her. If the sailor goes, they won't know how to navigate the boat. The child would surely die. Perhaps the priest should offer himself. The old man has lived his life.


  Discussion ensues. The teacher tells the pupils there are no right or wrong answers. The answers they give will be right for them, based on their values. This is called values clarification—all absolutes are taken away. There is no higher authority in the picture to pray to and ask for guidance. Such an option is not even proposed. Where are the boundaries? Other scenarios are given as the days go by, such as who should starve if there isn't enough food.


  Where did I first hear this taught? Strangely enough, in my Christian university's teachers' education classes.


  The frightening danger in this is that there are no absolutes. If we obey the laws of morality only when it seems good for us, lawlessness will ensue. Everything is fluid in this kind of society except for one thing: whatever you think is best for you. Thus the ultimate decisive value becomes selfishness—"watching out for number one" becomes the basis for all ethics and morality.


  Shockingly enough, the founder of the theory of situation ethics was Joseph Fletcher, a former Episcopal priest. Later in life he became an atheist and denied God altogether. His book Situation Ethics: The New Morality was written in 1966. He was also the president of the Euthanasia Society of America (later called the Society for the Right to Die). In addition, he was a member of the American Eugenics Society and the Association for Voluntary Sterilization.4


  Imagine this man's philosophies being interjected into our school systems. This was just one part of an insidious plan to erode the population's belief in God and eliminate absolutes from our society.


  Ironically, a Beatles song during this time period summed it up: "All You Need Is Love." Fletcher taught that apart from love there are no unbreakable rules. There are no absolutes or maxims. This might have worked, but then he went on to use human love as his basis for this and threw God's love out the window. Love became subjective, and the Bible was no longer seen as God's law but an ancient text that could be disregarded when modern reasoning showed a better way.


  It is chilling to think that God's commandments are thought of as general "suggestions" put into the context of selfish human love. Being higher than God's commands leaves us without boundaries or signposts to guide our path. With this mindset, each person, based upon their feelings of love, makes up their own ethics and values.


  J. I. Packer has a fascinating article on what he calls situationalism, the belief system that has come out of situation ethics. In it, he makes a powerful point:


  No situation ever faces us with a choice of evils; the traditional view to the contrary is one more product of the mistaken "intrinsic theory." "The situationalist holds that whatever is the most loving thing in the situation is the right and good thing. It is not excusably evil, it is positively good."5


  Therefore, we could say that from the situationalist's viewpoint, moral compasses have no true north. It is a fluctuating north called "love." The only trouble with this is that we also have a sin nature that distorts that love in the same way that setting a magnet next to a compass will change its readings. God's love, being the good father-love that it is, knows that we His children must have boundaries called "law" to mitigate against our sin natures. We must know there are absolutes so that the distortions created by our sin nature and selfish desires are counteracted; otherwise, we lose our way because our compass readings—based on feelings and justifications—are off.


  Taking Fletcher's thoughts to their logical progression, we would eventually have to accept that there is nothing that is absolutely sinful. This is where society stands today. If we do not understand how far we have fallen in our ethics, we will never be able to disciple our nations.


  My earthly father, Albert S. Johnson, wrote a Scripture passage in the flyleaf of my Bible. It deals with the subject of situation ethics well:


  For the Word that God speaks is alive and full of power [making it active, operative, energizing, and effective]; it is sharper than any two-edged sword, penetrating to the dividing line of the breath of life (soul) and [the immortal] spirit, and of joints and marrow [that is, of the deepest parts of our nature], exposing and sifting and analyzing and judging the very thoughts and purposes of the heart.


  Hebrews 4:12 amp


  Only the Word of God gives us the answers to questions such as whether or not a mother should abort her baby even though it seems that she cannot raise another child. The loving choices, obeying God and choosing to preserve life, are one and the same. The world would tell us that we need to consider the mother solely and not the unborn child. However, according to God's Word, aborting a baby is not a loving thing to do; it is being disobedient to God, and is in fact an evil choice to take an innocent life. God is the Creator and the Giver of life; therefore, we do not have the right to take that life away. Love needs God's laws to keep it true, for "love [God's love] is the fulfillment of the law."6


  The Importance of Absolutes


  I recently had an insightful discussion with a young Korean woman who had only been a Christian for a short time. She said to me, "Cindy, what is wrong with two men or two women loving each other when they are not hurting anyone else?" In other Words, she wanted to know if love is the rule that makes everything right.


  After praying a moment, I replied to her as I did to the students at the University of California, Berkeley, mentioned in the introduction, "I don't have a personal opinion. Let's see what the Creator says in the Bible—the manufacturer's handbook." Then I read Romans 1:24-27 to her:


  Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.


  For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due.


  She immediately understood the intent of God for His creation and could see the answer to her question without my saying another word.


  Hold this clear word found in the above Scripture passage up against the teaching of


  Fletcher in his book Moral Responsibility, in which he writes, "Sex is not always wrong outside marriage, even for Christians."7 God's Word says that sexual sin—adultery, fornication, and homosexuality—is sin, period. It isn't relative whether or not it is "true love" as the world thinks. Any expression of love that conflicts with God's Word is not true love. Putting our own ideas of love over God's warps His truth and changes it into a lie. Following such lies will eventually lead to death, not the joy and freedom Fletcher promises.


  Perhaps this would be a good time to stop and ponder your own personal belief systems. Have you fallen into this kind of situational thinking? Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you whether your margins of morality are more defined by the society in which you live or by God's Word.


  The philosophies of Fletcher and those like him thus became the bridge between deism (God made the world and spun it off into space, having nothing more to do with it) and secularism (God has nothing to do with us because He never existed in the first place). Fletcher was, at the time, a "Christian liberal theologian," though ultimately he was a secularist in sheep's clothing. This is where much of the church is today, even though we might protest it vehemently. Most pastors no longer preach about sin at all. Rather, it is assumed that we all know right from wrong—but do we?


  One important piece that must be put into place in order to radically shift the worldview of nations is for the church to teach sound doctrine again. We need to lay the foundations of truth for our people. We need to be Bible-centered rather than "seeker sensitive," or we will soon trade seeing people saved for being politically correct.


  We need to teach the Word. We need to make it clear from our pulpits what God considers sinful in His world. The teaching gift was highlighted in the 1970s in the church but has fallen from popularity in recent decades. We must come full circle—not only giving inspirational talks but line-upon-line teaching. If we do not, there will come a wave of deception greater than anything we have previously seen, and our churches will


  get swept up in it without even a whisper of protest.


  Not only do we need to teach the Word in churches, but we need to release godly values into society by becoming influencers in the marketplaces of our nations, allowing God's wisdom to reign. We need to disciple our children to become leaders, godly leaders, who can clearly teach that the Bible has more wisdom for creating a just society than any other source of knowledge or system of morality.


  As believers, we have been greatly lacking in training future generations to lead our nations. Other ideologies have not been remiss in this. The Communist Party has spread their doctrine around the world. If Communists could influence whole continents in their belief system, why can't we? Communism is the counterfeit of Christianity. God has a plan for the nations; we need to care enough to find out what it is.


  After the fall of Communism in Eastern Europe, some Christians were put into power, but they didn't know how to run a government. Eventually the people reelected the Communist hard-liners because at least they could put some kind of governmental structure into place. This is because as part of their indoctrination they studied how to overthrow and form governments. They had a presubscribed system to follow; the Christians did not.


  There are some at this point who are still saying, "But won't things change if we simply have national revivals?" Yes, that is a major starting point, but it is not enough. While evangelism is one of the keys to discipling nations, we must also be prepared to disciple them into "Holy Nation thinking" after people are saved. This discipleship must include the renewing of their minds with the Word of God in areas our churches and Christian colleges have not gone, addressing the first five gates of society: (1) government, (2) media and communications, (3) the marketplace, (4) the arts, and (5) education.


  My husband and I have talked about how we went to Sunday school every week as children and were taught the basics of Scripture, yet many churches today do not have graded discipleship training at all. It is often a hit-or-miss proposition and does little to teach a biblical worldview. Churches do not generally know how to disciple with a kingdom mindset. We have been great at teaching people to be servants, but lousy at teaching those servants to reign as Joseph did in Egypt. How is it we have the keys to the kingdom, but still have yet to open the windows of heaven for our nations today?


  In the following chapters we will look at these areas of society and start to explore what they might look like if they were rebuilt in the image God has for each of them. The underpinnings of Scripture were kicked out from under our societies many years ago, but God will help us reposition them. We need to learn to fight the just fight for the minds and souls of our children, schools, institutions, and nations.


  
    
      


    

  


  


  Chapter Five


  Teaching Nations


  Many of us know the verses known as the Great Commission by heart while we continue to miss what it really says. We hear: "Go out and make converts." But it actually says: "Go ... and make disciples of all the nations ... teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you" (Matthew 28:19-20). Let's put that into today's language: "Go out and teach students God's ways and wisdom." Or you might paraphrase it: "Teach them the true biblical worldview."


  Is this talking about starting Sunday school classes wherever we go? I don't think so. While we need Sunday schools for discipleship, we also need to be where the students are—in our schools, colleges, and universities—as well as teaching our children at home. Yet instead we have given the job of teaching our nations to our governments and accepted the teaching of humanistic naturalism as science. Now this godless philosophy has invaded every subject.


  It didn't used to be that way. Only a century ago it was the Christians who built the schools, wrote the curriculum, and taught our children how to live. Less than half a century ago, our American schoolchildren still started the day with prayer in the classroom. How did things change so much?


  As we look around the world today, can we say that there is any nation that is being taught to observe all that Jesus commanded us? Why not? I admit that the thought of teaching a nation is a daunting one. However, understand that every single believer has a calling to do just that, and each of us is critical to seeing it fulfilled. You have a place in changing nations whether you are a mother at home with your children, a corporation executive, or a plumber!


  If this is shocking to you, I can relate. Before God showed me this, I was in the same boat. I read my Bible for years, actively witnessed to people on a one-to-one basis, but never realized that I had a responsibility not only to disciple but to teach nations. Why didn't I see that as my role?


  For one thing, it didn't occur to me even to think on that scale. Evidently, it hasn't occurred to a large part of the body of Christ. How could this be? We have for the most part accepted a cultural worldview without a second thought.


  Part of this is due to something called dualism, which stems from Greek thinking. Most of us who have been educated through Western educational models see everything through the filter of Greek thinking. Dualism categorizes the world into that which is spiritual—pure and good—and that which is material—or corrupted and bad. According to one form of dualism, a person's physical body is a "prison house," an impediment to the person's pure spirit. Another form of dualism can be found in Plato's thought; he talks about spiritual "forms" which are more pure and more real than their material "copies" on earth. Dualism is also very individualistic rather than communal. So those of us affected by this philosophy first take Jesus' command to make disciples as a spiritual command but not a material one, thinking we only need to teach about being converted and living spiritually, and then only relating it to individuals, not communities or nations. We have so painted ourselves into a corner that we have little relevance to the rest of society anymore.


  As a result, we read Matthew 28:19-20 as "Go into all the world and evangelize individuals and teach them to obey the spiritual lessons of the Bible." While, of course, we must do this, as God wants all to be saved (see 1 Timothy 2:4) and live fulfilled lives, we miss the actual biblical mandate to go into the world and teach nations how to observe the morals, ethics, character, principles, and doctrines of the Bible. While we may allow the world we know on Sunday to affect the way we function as an individual Monday through Saturday, we realize none of our responsibilities to teach society as a whole. In fact, we are so far from this understanding about educating, or discipling and teaching nations, that very few believers see the relevance of bringing the teachings of Jesus into every part of their societal world—i.e., business, government, science, law, education, and the like.


  In his book The Church in the Workplace, Peter Wagner quotes Dennis Peacocke to illustrate how this affects us in the area of business and finance:


  Dualism has polluted evangelical Christianity in grievous ways. The marketplace was "carnal" because it dealt with "earthly things" like business and money. Adultery was properly viewed as sinful, but the worldly realm of economics was viewed, like politics, as some kind of "neutral zone" where Christianity had no real place trying to affect the system of economics, production, management, or distribution. Hence, no Christian ministry was possible in that realm.1


  Darrow Miller calls this thinking evangelical Gnosticism. Simply put, there is a hard line between the spiritual and natural worlds—they have little or nothing to do with each other. Certain aspects of life are seen as sacred or spiritual—such as faith, theology, and missions—and are put in the "Sunday box." Physical aspects of life—such as feeding the poor, science, government, the laws of society—are considered of less importance and are therefore put in the "secular box." Thus pulpit ministers get put into the "spiritual box" while everyone else who doesn't preach from a pulpit gets put in a "secular box."


  Renewing Our Worldview


  In biblical thinking, however, this is not so. The Old Testament roundly rejects dualism. Hebraic thought starts with the premise that God is the One who created the physical world (see Genesis 1:1); therefore, the physical world is a gift from God and is good. Since our physical bodies are also gifts from God, they are also good because God created and pronounced them so. Even the distinction between the spirit and body—or spirit, soul, and body—is indistinct. Just as God is One—though Father, Son, and Spirit —so are we.


  God addresses nations as well as individuals, and what was intended for the synagogue was also meant for the marketplace, school-house, laboratory, hospital, museum, theater, political discussion at the corner cafe, or anywhere else people are gathered. According to a biblical worldview, it is spiritual to be a scientist or a science teacher, because God created the world. The Creator gave us the love of beauty and art, so we should also express that through painting, music, and drama. We His children, of all people, should bring order out of chaos into every aspect of life.


  Even though we should be conforming the world to God's biblical pattern through teaching them to observe all things He has commanded us, we not only do not know how to do this but we don't even see it as our role. Look again at John 3:16: God loves the world, and He wants us to love the world as well. We need to return to our Genesis mandate to be stewards of all creation. We must participate with the Holy Spirit not only in bringing individuals to salvation in Christ (something of critical eternal importance) but also in fulfilling our role as caretakers and administrators of everything in it. When we do that, we begin to understand how to teach the nations as God intended us to.


  Is this an overly optimistic goal? No. In my travels I have seen nations take very positive strides toward adopting God's intentions for them. Argentina, as I mentioned earlier, is just one of them. I can truthfully say, however, that I do not know of one nation where believers have fulfilled their biblical mandate. The United States saw this to a degree at its foundation, but that heritage has been left in the dust by many in society today.


  It is disheartening to think of the fact that while we have not succeeded in teaching whole nations, there is a group who has—the humanists. This has at least happened in the Western world. Other nations have been influenced as well because most of the intellectuals of these nations have received their education at universities that have bought into the humanist worldview.


  How did this happen? It can be better understood if we follow a diabolical strategy that began a long time ago in England with a man named Erasmus Darwin, the grandfather of Charles Darwin. He was a medical doctor who came from a very wealthy family line that was related by marriage to the Wedgwood family (of fine-china fame). It is interesting to note how many of the original propagators of evolutionary thought were influential people of wealth.


  Erasmus was a member of the Lunar Society, a group of fourteen prominent industrialists, natural philosophers, and intellectuals who met regularly in Birmingham, England, from 1765 to 1813. The Lunar Society recognized the Bible as the greatest single obstacle to the achievement of its socialistic aims. Their primary intention was to remove the church from a position of power in Great Britain.2


  They knew that they would never be successful in a direct attack on the church and so evolved a plan to discredit the story of creation and thus the Bible as well. To obtain their goal, they would also purport that God was not the Creator of the world. They reasoned that people would come to the conclusion that if God wasn't the Creator, then none of His laws were in effect either. The church in Great Britain was the keeper of His laws, and so by discrediting the Creator, they would discredit the church.


  Looking back, it was a deviously brilliant plan. Erasmus, one of the founders of the Lunar Society, wrote a book entitled Zoonomia, which laid the groundwork for what his grandson Charles would claim in his later work On the Origin of Species (1859), subtitled By Means of Natural Selection or the Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life. Karl Marx and Adolf Hitler totally bought into his thinking, and the result was the murder of more than six million Jews during the Holocaust and tens of millions more under Communism.


  Other contributors from the Lunar Society fed into this evolutionary sabotage. A key player was a man named James Hutton (1726-1797). He rejected the idea of a literal worldwide flood, calling it a fabrication by what he considered uneducated Jewish writers. A geologist, he believed the earth evolved over a longer period of time than the six thousand years biblical scholars traditionally calculated as the maximum age of the earth from biblical accounts.3


  The thinking of Hutton and Darwin is called naturalism. Naturalists believe that any "phenomena or hypotheses commonly labeled as supernatural, are either false or not inherently different from natural phenomena or hypotheses."4 According to this interpretation we cannot know anything from a supernatural source, i.e., from God.


  In the Beginning


  One of the key shifts in our thinking away from theism (God is the Creator and ruler of the universe) to humanistic naturalism occurred as a result of the teaching of evolution. This is the doctrine that our children are subjected to every day in their schools. If they answer on a test that God created the world, they fail the test. In addition, The Discovery Channel, Animal Planet, cartoons, movies, and other forms of media and entertainment feed this kind of thinking to our children with few of us even noticing.


  Dennis Lindsay, the president of Christ for the Nation's Bible Institute in Dallas, Texas, has spent a good portion of his life researching creation science. In fact, he has written a series of twelve books on the subject. He cites the Scopes Trial in 1925—an event fictionalized in the play Inherit the Wind and which legalized the teaching of evolution in public schools—as a major turning point in American education. Prior to this time, the biblical foundations built into the United States by the framers of the Constitution were taught in schools. Evolution was still being debated.


  Yet even in that day it would have been unimaginable to think that prayer would be taken out of schools less than thirty years later, in 1962, and Bible reading would be forbidden in the classroom by 1963. In 1925, most people still scoffed at the idea that human beings had apes as close cousins, let alone one-celled animals that "just happened" in primordial sludge. It was still generally believed that God created us as human beings and we are not the same as animals.


  Why then has evolution become so fashionable, even though it makes no more sense now than it did a century ago? There is really no more fossil evidence for evolution today than there was in 1925. Dennis Lindsay says in his book The ABCs of Evolutionism:


  All fossils which have been found are either 100 percent ape, 100 percent men, or 100 percent fraud. Absolutely no in-between creations have been found.


  This has become so painfully obvious that even the evolutionists are reporting more and more about the lack of evidence that surrounds the issue of the transitional form—the missing link.5


  For example, an article in The Dallas Morning News in 1994 entitled "On Ancestral Trails: Conflicting Evidence Muddies Path for Scientists Tracking Human Origins," said:


  Because of the lack of evidence, controversy surrounds just about every step of human evolution, from Lucy's [a fossil the article was discussing] first footfalls to the Neanderthals' last gasp about 35,000 years ago.


  "It's not at all like high-energy physics, for instance, where one has a body of highly developed theory to work with," said Philip Rightmire of the State University of New York at Binghamton.


  Instead of well-defined theory, human evolution has a handful of fossils and a pile of contradictory genetic and archaeological evidence about the human past.6


  (Christ for the Nation's Institute has the Creation Science Museum on their campus that is open to the public for those who wish to study this further.)


  When Philosophy Is Passed Off As Science


  So what has happened to our societies? How is it that science—the supposed study of the natural universe based on factual observation—suddenly feels it has the right to speak spiritually about whether or not creation had a Designer? Make no mistake: The claims of naturalists about the origins of the universe based on evolution require far more "blind faith" to accept than the book of Genesis. Yet since the indoctrination of naturalism has been so complete, we can no longer simply begin evangelizing with John 3:16. Scriptures such as this presuppose that God exists and that He created the world. Today, in order to evangelize, we must begin with Genesis 1:1: "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth."


  I was once witnessing to a homosexual on a plane. He was a really pleasant young man, and we had a wonderful conversation. We were talking about the laws of society. While we did not speak of homosexuality directly, it was understood that our topic was whether or not the lifestyle was right or wrong.


  I posed a question to him in the midst of our sharing: "Do you have a father?" "Yes," he replied. I went on, "When you were growing up, did your father have rules that you needed to obey as his son?" "Yes," he replied. (He was on the way home to visit his family.) "Why did he do that?" I queried. "Well," he answered, "I suppose because he was the authority and had that right."


  The next thing I said was, "Why do you think we have laws in our society?" He replied, "Because we need them to keep things from deteriorating into anarchy." I countered, "Are those laws meant to be obeyed?" I gave examples such as running red lights, and then went on to stealing and murder. "Of course," he answered with a grin.


  "Well then," I proceeded, "let's say there is a God and He is the Creator of you and me and everything, as the Bible says. If that is true, then He made the universe, and the


  Bible says He makes the rules." "Okay," he said. I went on, "He is the authority and the lawgiver as the Creator, and He wrote His rules down in the rulebook, the Bible. What do you think happens when we don't obey His rules?"


  From that point I could see understanding in his eyes. "Have you ever seen the movie The Passion of the Christ?" I asked. "My friend wants me to watch it with him," he replied. "Well," I said, "here is what that movie is about, and this is what you do to respond." I then proceeded to give him the plan of salvation.


  The next thing that happened was so sweet. He smiled and pulled a book out of his backpack, "Cindy," he said, "have you ever read this book? My partner is reading it and gave it to me." It was The Purpose-Driven Life by Rick Warren.


  My point is that he didn't have any frame of reference for John 3:16, so I had to go back to Genesis to witness to him.


  Just Another Animal


  Because of Darwinism, we are now at a place in many nations where Christianity is resented and opposed—even in America. Social Darwinism declares that man is only a higher form of animal—an evolved ape—rather than God's crowning creation with a soul. Yet they also believe in progressivism, that man will get better and better through time until we enter a Utopian state of world peace. We have "changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man; and birds, and four-footed animals, and creeping things" (Romans 1:23). Because of this, God has given us up to "uncleanness," "vile passions," and a "debased mind." (See Romans 1:24-28.)


  Some animal activists believe that people who cause the death of an animal should have the same treatment in court as those who murder humans, because they believe we are all only animals at differing stages of evolution (please don't misunderstand; I am an animal lover and object to the mistreatment of animals by anyone). Desmond Morris's The Naked Ape (1967) popularized this thinking. This is startling, because there is no evolutionary connection that gives us evidence that this is so.7


  One of the reasons that slave owners could say that they were born-again Christians and still own humans was that they believed that the Africans they captured were subhuman and did not have a soul. This deep sin goes beyond racism and is akin to Darwinism. In their minds, they could do what they wanted with their slaves because they believed themselves to be a higher form of animal. The Ku Klux Klan believed in white supremacy and reasoned they could murder black people because they believed African Americans were little better than animals. The teaching of evolution today can easily reinforce the root of such racial hatred.


  This thinking could also be backed up by Darwin's natural selection. Only certain races and people were the fittest and more evolved. Not many people are familiar with the subtitle of Darwin's On the Origin of Species, mentioned earlier in the chapter: Preservation of the Favoured Races. Unfortunately the idea of eugenics was not only popular among the Nazis at the beginning of the twentieth century. Many notable Americans, including presidents, supported it.


  While this chapter is not meant to present a complete teaching on evolution versus creation science, this discussion is a key building block to understanding how we arrived at where we are today—societies taught by humanists with an agenda to completely eradicate God. Humanism is the belief that we can make things right in the world through human goodness that is universal in all humankind. Humanists do not believe in the God of the Bible and believe that people are basically good and will choose the right way through our own innate goodness. What is right is rationalistic and based upon societies' needs as a whole rather than our Creator's absolutes.


  Social Darwinism has now evolved into humanism and has become like a sociological computer virus that has destroyed the fabric of societies across the face of the earth. As we go further into areas of biblical justice, you will see how it has affected us. While some of the references will be to the United States, those reading from other nations will be able to apply the biblical understanding to their countries and judicial systems.


  Humanism's Growing Influence


  How have humanists been able to propagate their ideology? The answer is simple: through the public educational systems. Humanists know how to teach nations. By teaching the children, they are discipling our countries into their belief system. This is what has happened in the United States and throughout Europe.


  Changing the U.S. into a nation based on humanism rather than Christianity was well planned. It began with a document called the Humanist Manifesto in 1933. The preamble to the manifesto is startling to the Christian reader. Even more startling is the fact that one of the signers is known as the "Father of Modern American Education": John Dewey. Here are a few quotes:


  The time has come for widespread recognition of the radical changes in religious beliefs throughout the modern world. The time is past for mere revision of traditional attitudes. Science and economic change have disrupted the old beliefs.... In order that religious humanism may be better understood we, the undersigned, desire to make certain affirmations which we believe the facts of our contemporary life demonstrate.


  After these beginning remarks, they state fifteen points not only of their beliefs but their plan. Here are some of the points:


  First: Religious humanists regard the universe as self- existing and not created....


  Fifth: Humanism asserts that the nature of the universe depicted by modern science makes unacceptable any supernatural or cosmic guarantees of human values....


  Ninth: In the place of the old attitudes involved in worship and prayer, the humanist finds his religious emotions expressed in a heightened sense of personal life and in a cooperative effort to promote social well-being.


  Tenth: It follows that there will be no uniquely religious emotions and attitudes of the kind hitherto associated with belief in the supernatural.8


  Forty years later, in 1973, Paul Kurtz and Edwin H. Wilson wrote the Humanist Manifesto II. Edwin H. Wilson was also a writer of the original Humanist Manifesto. He graduated from Meadville Theological School in 1926 and was an ordained Unitarian minister. Paul Kurtz, who has published over eight hundred articles and edited more than forty-five books, is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at the University at Buffalo in New York as of this writing.


  With the second manifesto, there was a shift from religious humanism to secular humanism. Here is one of its preface statements:


  As in 1933, humanists still believe that traditional theism, especially faith in the prayer-hearing God, assumed to live and care for persons, to hear and understand their prayers, and to be able to do something about them, is an unproved and outmoded faith. Salvationism, based on mere affirmation, still appears as harmful, diverting people with false hopes of heaven hereafter. Reasonable minds look to other means for survival.9


  The points of the manifesto are shocking. While they believe that we should not allow exploitive forms of sexual expression, they also express that they do not wish to prohibit, by law or social sanction, sexual behavior between consenting adults. They also express the right to abortion. In the area of sexuality, they state this:


  We believe that intolerant attitudes, often cultivated by orthodox religions and puritanical cultures, unduly repress sexual conduct.10


  Education Loses Its Values


  You may be surprised, as was I, to learn that John Dewey—who, for all I knew, had only invented the Dewey decimal system11—was a subscriber to the tenets written in the Humanist Manifesto I. Because of his influence as an educational innovator, a dark and evil force entered the school systems—not only of America, but throughout the world. Dewey was a lecturer who spoke to educators across the face of the earth.


  One of the major changes Dewey made in education was to catch it up with the industrial revolution—education was no longer to teach people how to live but how to function in order to get a job. People's worth was no longer determined by integrity and what they contributed to their community but how employable they were and what kind of job they could get. This fundamental change knocked the pillars of moral education out of the classrooms, and it only made sense that the expulsion of prayer and Bible reading would eventually follow. Religion became an obstacle rather than a help and foundation for true knowledge. Science and democracy would become the new religion.


  Here is one example of the kinds of lectures Dewey gave:


  But of one thing I am quite sure: our ordinary opinions about the rise and falling off of religion are highly conventional, based mostly upon the acceptance of a standard of religion which is the product of just those things in historic religions which are ceasing to be credible. So far as education is concerned, those who believe in religion as a natural expression of human experience must devote themselves to the development of the ideas of life which lie implicit and are still new science and are still newer democracy. They must interest themselves in the transformation of those institutions which still bear the dogmatic and the feudal stamp (and which do not?) till they are in accord with these ideas. In performing this service, it is their business to do what they can to prevent all public educational agencies from being employed in ways which inevitably impede the recognition of the spiritual import of science and democracy, and hence of the type of religion which will be the fine flower of the modern spirit's achievement.12


  This philosophy is at the root of every public school district in America, as well as the systems of other nations. The accepted religion of our education system has become humanism, and its pulpit is the public school classroom.


  Dewey's School and Society laid the foundation for the transformation of the schools into hotbeds of humanism. Another of his statements shows this agenda:


  I believe the true center of correlation on the school subjects is not science, nor literature, nor history, nor geography, but the child's social activities.... I believe that the school is primarily a social institution.... All the questions of the grading of the child and his promotion should be determined by reference to the same standard. Examinations are of use only so far as they test the child's fitness for social life.13


  Humanism has become mainstreamed through progressivism and naturalistic theory, which omit any reference to God or religion. By the 1960s, these ideologies controlled the power bases of education at all levels. In other words, they transformed society through education.


  Catherine Barrett, 1972-73 president of the National Education Association (the nation's largest teachers' union), addressed the membership in 1975, saying this:


  We will need to recognize that so-called basic skills, which currently represent nearly the total effort in elementary schools, will be taught in one quarter of the present school day. The remaining time will be devoted to what is truly fundamental and basic—time for academic inquiry, time for students to develop their own interests, time for a dialogue between students and teachers; more than a dispenser of information, the teacher will be a conveyer of values, a philosopher.14


  In a 1972 keynote address to members of the Association for Childhood Education, Harvard psychiatrist Chester M. Pierce challenged public school teachers to lead the way in transforming the next generation:


  Every child in America entering school at the age of five is mentally ill ... because he comes to school with certain allegiances to our Founding Fathers, towards our elected officials, towards his parents, toward a belief in a supernatural being, and toward the sovereignty of this nation as a separate entity.


  It's up to you as teachers to make all these sick children well—by creating the international child of the future.15


  Contrast this with what we know about early education in America from the textbooks they used, such as The New England Primer with a reported two million copies sold in the 1700s. Among their other lessons, the children would be taught the prayer:


  Now I lay me down to sleep,


  I pray thee, Lord, my soul to keep;


  If I should die before I wake,


  I pray thee, Lord, my soul to take.16


  Another well-loved textbook was The McGuffey Reader. It is estimated that one hundred twenty million McGuffey Readers, were sold between 1836 and 1960. They still sell at a rate of thirty thousand a year.17


  William Holmes McGuffey (1800-1873) was teaching at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, when his friend Harriet Beecher Stowe (author of Uncle Tom's Cabin, one of the death knells for slavery in the U.S.) recommended him to a publisher to write four graded readers for primary school students. These readers helped form the morals of the nation. They taught character issues—that lying, cheating, stealing, and using foul language were bad. This strengthened the moral fiber of the nation. McGuffey Readers played an important part in American history.


  Let's put these books and values up against those being taught in the major universities of America today. The University of Michigan offers a course for English 317: "How to Be Gay: Male Homosexuality and Initiation." University of Maryland students can choose "Selected Topics in Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Literature." UCLA has offered classes such as "Lesbian and Gay Literature Before Stonewall." Other universities offer courses in sexual politics and gay and lesbian musicology.18The plan? The "gaying" of America. This is part of the agenda of those who framed The Homosexual Manifesto. While it is prefaced as satire, it has been followed as doctrine by those with an agenda for the "gaying" of the nations.


  This plan extends all of the way down to grammar schools and the kindergarten level. Five-year-olds are being encouraged to read books in the North Carolina school districts with a homosexual agenda. One that has been approved is King and King by Linda de Han and Stern Nijland. It is the story of how a king marries a king. There are more than forty children's books circulating with a homosexual theme like this.


  As I am writing, it has been forty years since what was called in America "the summer of love" (1967) in San Francisco. It was really the summer of promiscuity and sin that released a wave of rebellion against God into society. After college, many of those who participated in this movement became teachers in the universities of the nations and taught their ideologies to their students. We are seeing the fruit of this in society today.


  Attacking the Strongholds


  Satan is a strategist. Only a few years before that "summer of love," Bible reading and prayer were officially removed from public schools. From then on millions of children stopped hearing God's truths in school every day, acknowledging God as the Creator and Ruler of the universe. It is not hard to see a connection between these events.


  As we look at the educational system here in America—where the influencers of the nations send their children to be prepared for life—we should consider this warning from Romans:


  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them.... Men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due.


  And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, [and] wickedness.


  Romans 1:18-19, 27-29


  So what are we to do? Many in America have taken the avenue of homeschooling their children or sending them to private Christian schools. Those are good and viable choices. However, what about all the other children in our nations? What is our moral responsibility toward them? How do we, indeed, teach nations and reverse what has happened in our schools?


  And what about nations that don't have private Christian education? What about the poor who cannot afford to send their children to private schools or buy curriculum for homeschooling? Do we simply abandon these kids to social Darwinism and humanism? First of all, we need a prayer strategy. Chapter 9, "Legislating in the Heavens," details how to begin to break the strongholds that have developed through false teaching.


  Second, we need to be informed. What are your children being taught? Look at their textbooks and listen in on their classes as an observer. Take a tour of the school's library.


  Third, find out what the universities in your area are teaching. If you find something that is shocking in the courses, let others know and make a formal complaint to the university. Find out who funds the schools and write them. Protest to your government leaders if you find something that is offensive.


  Fourth, get involved in the system. By this I mean, encourage Sunday school students to become public school teachers. Children should be raised with the idea of becoming missionaries to the school systems. Teachers, God will anoint you to be change agents in children's lives around the world. You are called as holy revolutionaries to your school.


  Fifth, churches need to get involved with the public schools. Find out when school-board elections are taking place and unite with the pastors and other leaders in your area to elect godly people to have control of what goes on in the school district.


  I want to encourage pastors to understand that you have a critical role to play in the worldview of your people. The pastors of churches in every nation have always, historically, been a voice for righteousness. Appoint a liaison from your church to keep you informed about the schools in your area. Make an appointment with the mayor or other top government official in your city and talk with your congregation about what you have learned.


  There is a great underground movement taking place of Christian parents who are informed about the conditions of the public schools. Private Christian schools and the homeschooling movement around the world are keys to changing the nations, but we must also infuse the public schools with righteousness to transform nations.


  If you are currently a schoolteacher, find other teachers who would be willing to pray together. God wants to reverse the Humanist Manifesto and its tentacles over the face of the earth. Accept the call of God as a reformer in the school system. Form prayer groups in your schools.


  Pastors, adopt the teachers of your area in intercession.


  At the same time, all of us must pray for revival to break out across the nations of the earth. We must teach our children both in church and in the home that they are called of God to reform their nations according to God's societal rule book—the Bible. After that we will begin to see righteousness rise up in our lands, and we will fulfill the biblical mandate to "teach nations to observe all things that He has commanded us."


  
    
      


    

  


  


  Chapter Six


  Who’s the Judge?


  Several years ago I was preparing to preach at a Christian conference in Mar del Plata, Argentina. I could not seem to discern what God wanted me to preach that night. I was "suffering for the message," as I put it—walking the floor and praying for direction.


  As I paced back and forth in my hotel room, a strange thought came to me. Let me put it in the context of reforming a nation. I had been going to Argentina since 1990. Each year God would give me some kind of word for the nation. Many of them had been quite radical. For instance, one year I gathered a group of major leaders and gave them the prophetic word that the economy of the nation was going to collapse. I had previously had a vision of people rioting in the streets of Buenos Aires, trying to get their money out of the banks. This was hard for the leaders to believe, but yet it happened in 2001.


  Since that time, the Lord had given me prophecies that would help to reconstruct the nation. The thought that came to me in the beautiful seaside city of Mar del Plata was that I should tell the people that they needed to start paying taxes to the government.


  This may not sound all that radical to those of you in the United States. Most people here know that we all must our pay taxes or be thrown in jail. The Internal Revenue Service moves quickly to prosecute those who do not. While there are still people in the United States who try to avoid or fail to pay their taxes, the vast majority faithfully pay their taxes as they are due. But that is not the norm in many developing countries, including Argentina.


  That night I stood to speak in the large former opera house. As I peered up at the balconies, I spoke about God being the great judge of the universe and that in order to please God, we need to be upright not only in our dealings with the Creator but also with earthly governments. I said, "You might not pay taxes because you believe the government is corrupt and doesn't deserve your money. However, the Bible is clear on the subject in Romans 13:1-2, 7:


  Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves.... Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.


  At the end of the service I asked all of those who did not pay taxes to stand. I was stunned at the response. The conference was mainly for church leaders and dedicated Christians, yet the majority of those in the audience stood up. These beloved people were very honest. Many came forward and made a vow to the Lord to begin paying the government what was due. They repented with deep sincerity before the Lord concerning this issue. We then prayed for them that God would give them the faith to continue doing what was right in this regard.


  A couple of years later, I was talking to one of the men who work with the poor in that country. He gave me this testimony:


  When I heard you share how God had spoken to you that one of the problems we have in Argentina is that the church members do not pay taxes to the government, I was smitten with conviction. I was one of those who paid our people "off the books." This way I didn't have to pay taxes to the government on their wages.


  The night that you gave us the prophecy to pay taxes, I decided to change. I


  went home and gathered my leaders and told them from that day I was going to pay taxes plus keep their wages the same. This required a lot of faith on my part; however, from that day God has supplied.


  My friend went on to say that not only did he pay the staff and his taxes, but God had given a great increase to his work among the poor as well.


  Other pastors went back to their churches and preached to their people that they needed to pay their taxes. Is there any correlation between the action the church took and the nation's economic turn around? I believe strongly that the blessing of the Lord came upon that nation because the church started acting in a righteous manner. In fact, God gave me a prophecy after that time that the nation would supernaturally recover from their economic collapse, and it happened! One of the nation's top economists is a Christian and says that the nation's remarkable financial recovery has none of the usual economic indicators that occur with such a dramatic recovery from an economic disaster. There is a "supernatural" factor that they did not figure into the index!


  Is There Any Righteous?


  What is the correlation between paying taxes and a nation changing? It is called biblical justice—when we act biblically, the righteous judge of the universe fights on our behalf. Much like when Abraham interceded for Sodom and Gomorrah, God was willing to spare these cities' destruction for the sake of a few righteous people. The same is true for nations today because "righteousness exalts a nation" (Proverbs 14:34). This marriage of righteousness and justice are vital to the reformation of a nation.


  While ministering in the African nation of Nigeria, I was perplexed by the apparent disconnect between the sheer numbers of Christians and the nation's lack of righteousness. I had heard of the famous prayer meetings there where millions of Christians would pray together, but the nation did not seem to be changing in any positive way. Finally, I queried a few of their top business leaders: "How does Nigeria have so


  many believers, but yet have a reputation as one of the most corrupt nations on earth?"


  Systemic corruption (meaning bribery and nepotism infecting every area of daily business and governmental interaction) was ruining the nation. They all knew about it, but no one had any solutions because it is a huge, tangled problem. So I proposed to them, "Why don't we begin today by writing an ethics covenant between church leaders? Let's make a list of certain practices that you will and will not participate in." They each agreed. Time will tell the results. Thank God for the many believers in Nigeria and other parts of Africa who are praying and working to break this spirit of corruption.


  Where there is corruption it is not possible to receive true justice. I have heard numbers of stories where the lawyers for a case would place a large sum of money between the pages of the files they presented to the judge trying their case, and the judge would then decide in favor of the person who offered the largest bribe. How can this be?


  Justice will only be served where there is the mooring of biblical righteousness. There can be no just ruling without absolutes and ethics. Otherwise, the results will either be according to how much money it takes to "buy off" the judge, or determined by "sociological justice"—in other words, whatever is consistent with the current subjective morals of the society.


  If we are to disciple and teach nations, we must set ethical standards for how we will conduct ourselves and what we will allow, not by what the world thinks is acceptable or by what makes our lives easier but by what is truly righteous. We cannot expect our nations to act any better than we do ourselves. We cannot be reformers when we have no higher standards than those around us, no matter how small we think the issues before us may be. Our worldview will be reflected in our actions, and if we don't act according to a biblical worldview, then, quite frankly, it is not what we truly believe.


  Setting a New Standard for Justice


  One day as I was teaching in Nigeria, I felt led to have each person write down the ways that they have not obeyed the law. I gave examples, such as driving on the sidewalk, paying bribes, accepting bribes, etc. Right in the midst of the sermon, I started to feel the conviction of God! "Cindy," the Holy Spirit admonished, "you can't tell the people they need to repent before you repent of your sin of breaking the law!"


  Frankly, this puzzled me. I hadn't killed anyone or broken into a store and robbed it. Yet the Holy Spirit went on with this rebuke, and I felt the fear of the Lord grip me as I was confronted with my own sin: "What about your sin of speeding?" (Now about this point, some of you are going to wish you had never read this chapter!)


  He continued, "What do you think those signs with numbers on them posted by the U.S. Department of Transportation mean?" Oh, this was starting to hurt! Those signs are the law, not suggestions—and they are meant to be obeyed. Then He said, "I want you to repent to all the church here in Nigeria and tell them that you are a sinner!"


  I hate to confess that my feeble excuse was "But Lord, everyone does that! We make jokes about it in the U.S.!" Even as I spoke, it sounded pretty weak. What could I do? I had no choice but to obey the voice of God. So I publicly repented.


  I have to confess that I still struggle with this at times and have a very rebellious foot that I have to keep a close watch on! I grumble and think things like, Well, I am late. I have to go faster. After all, it’s not my fault that I'm late! When I was growing up, my mother often repeated the adage "Two wrongs don't make a right." (My friend, if you are guilty as charged, just repent of your sin so we can move on. Please don't stop reading! But also don't think that you can be a world-changer without acting righteously! Besides, why should I be alone in my snail-paced driving? My husband has always driven the speed limit, and it has always irked me—I had to repent of that too!)


  No Righteousness, No Justice


  Many of us might not feel bad about breaking the law, yet we still want to receive justice when we are wronged. In order to disciple and teach nations, we need to maintain higher standards than those around us. This is because we serve the Judge and Lawgiver of the universe, and He maintains absolutes. Something is either right or it is wrong.


  Scripture is very straightforward in this regard. It gives us the understanding of who God is in Isaiah 33:22:


  For the Lord is our Judge, The Lord is our Lawgiver, The Lord is our King;


  He will save us.


  In order to really understand what this verse is about, it is important to contrast the modern-day idea of justice to a biblical understanding of justice. Biblically, we need to marry the concept of justice with God's righteousness if we are to truly understand it.


  According to Nelson's Bible Dictionary, the Bible speaks of "doing justice" (see Psalm 82:3 and Proverbs 21:3) whereas we speak of "getting justice." Doing justice is "to maintain what is right" or "to set things right." Justice is done when honorable relations are maintained between husbands and wives, parents and children, employers and employees, government and citizens, and humanity and God. The New Unger's Bible Dictionary amplifies this by saying that "man in his relation to man is to reflect the justice or righteousness of God." Justice is not only respect for the rights of one's fellowman regarding life, property, and reputation, but in its broadest sense also includes the proper recognition of each individual's duty toward God.


  Law and situationalism are complete opposites. There can be no law based on situation ethics. Law without an ultimate judge and lawgiver can only deteriorate into anarchy or tyranny. Law without the fear of the Lord turns our cities into police states.


  At one time, European nations were governed solely by the arbitrary laws of kings. The kings were the law. Then in 1644, Samuel Rutherford wrote his Lex, Rex, or The Law and the Prince. What is the concept in Lex, Rex? Very simply: The law is king. Rutherford also argued that the king and civil government must be based on God's law—the Bible— and that all power and right to govern is from God. If the king and the government disobey the law, they should be disobeyed.1 He had this to say about tyrannical government: "a power [whether] ethical, politic, or moral, to oppress, is not from God, and is not a power but a licentious deviation of a power; and is no more from God, but from sinful nature and the old serpent, than a license to sin."2 In other words, any government not from God will fall prey to man's sinful nature. Tyrants sometimes make unusual laws. A pastor in Iraq once told me that Saddam Hussein made a law that it was illegal for anyone but him to eat a banana.


  Ultimately, God is the Lawgiver, the King, and the Judge. The major shift that has taken place through the influence of humanism, among other things, is that God's laws are no longer ultimate. For humanists, humanity—including our debased thinking and desires—has become king of the universe. Right and wrong has thus been subjected to rationalizations of our fleshly passions and weaknesses. Liberty no longer stands for the freedom to do what is right but the freedom to do whatever one wants.


  Samuel Rutherford's Lex, Rex was outlawed in both England and Scotland. In fact, at the time of Rutherford's death, the parliament of Scotland had decided to execute him. However, he died before the sentence could be carried out.


  The Only Possible Foundation for a Just Society


  A society cannot be just unless it is centered on God's absolute laws. This is a crucial point we must grasp as believers today. There are certain things that our society may say are legal on earth, but they are not legal in heaven. They are "legal" according to the laws of the nation, but the great Judge of the universe says they are not. A law cannot be just if it is not righteous. Unbiblical laws need to be abolished, or our societies will suffer for the sin they allow.


  Without the marriage of righteousness and justice, humans make their own arbitrary laws. We take away the foundation of God's laws and the foundation of allowing the kingdom of God to be established on the earth. Psalm 89:14 and Psalm 97:2 say that righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne—He has built His authority upon them and His rule is established by them. If we don't understand God's perspective, then we will not have a clear definition of what is just.


  God himself trusted Abraham with the knowledge that He was going to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah because Abraham understood this marriage of principles:


  For I have known him, in order that he may command his children and his household after him, that they keep the way of the Lord, to do righteousness and justice, that the Lord may bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him.


  Genesis 18:19


  Scripture tells us that David was a good ruler because he administered justice (mishpat) and righteousness (tsadaqah) to all his people. (See 2 Samuel 8:15.) The New King James Version renders these two words judgment and justice. According to the Enhanced Strong's Lexicon, mishpat means a "sentence, decision (of judgment)," "justice, right, rectitude (attributes of God or man)," as well as someone getting what is "due (legal)."3Tsadaqah means "righteousness" in "government," "of God's attribute," "in a case or cause," "as ethically right," and "as vindicated," and also figuratively "prosperity (of people)."4


  Another powerful passage that speaks to us strongly on the theme of reformation, discipling, and teaching nations is Isaiah 9:7:


  Of the increase of His government and peace


  There will be no end,


  Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom,


  To order it and establish it with judgment [mishpat] and justice [tsadaqah].


  An interesting thought on this passage is if His government and peace will increase, who makes that happen on the earth? Think of this in light of Matthew 6:10. We, as stewards of the earth, called to disciple nations and teach them to observe all He has commanded us, are mandated to see that righteousness and justice increase on the earth. It is up to us who believe and will answer that call.


  Justice for All


  There are at least sixty-four verses concerning the marriage of righteousness and justice in Scripture. A number of them pertain to justice for the poor and oppressed. We will examine some of those in the chapter dealing with biblical economics.


  Godly laws release justice into the earth. Governments that are based upon biblical law are blessed and prosperous. In fact, as we just saw, one of the definitions of righteousness is "prosperity (of people)," meaning when a society is just, it prospers.


  When God's laws are in place, justice will be color-blind. Justice is not the "survival of the fittest race" as Darwinism would tell us. There is no place for racism in God's kingdom. In God's eyes all human beings are created equal and are His crowning creation. Therefore, every person regardless of economic status or skin color deserves justice—simply because it is right.


  In fact, God's justice extends beyond the verdicts of courts; it also includes restitution to the wronged person. Zacchaeus understood this and after his encounter with Jesus said, "Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold" (Luke 19:8). Biblically, the law of restitution only required an extra 20 percent to be given in restitution for extortion. (See Leviticus 5:16; Numbers 5:7.) Yet because Zacchaeus had an experience with the living God, he did more than justice demanded and acted righteously.


  A nation's worldview concerning justice is extremely critical to its economy. In examining the subject of law and government, I saw a common thread between the prosperity that both the United States and England have experienced and the bedrock of English Common Law written by William Blackstone. I love the story of Blackstone.


  It gives me great hope and faith for those who might otherwise be written off as having little potential to change a nation.


  Blackstone, at thirty-five years old, seemed a failure in life. He was overweight and chronically ill. Filled with self-doubt, he took the podium in an Oxford lecture hall on October 25, 1758, to address the students. He apologized for the plan he was going to present as "crude and injudicious." However, the series of lectures he began that day was later published as Commentaries of the Laws of England and dominated legal discourse in England as well as other nations for more than a century.


  The commentaries were printed in four volumes. Book IV covered "Public Wrongs." It discussed crimes and punishments, including wrongdoings against God and religion. Blackstone believed that man-made laws were like scientific laws—they had to be discovered. God had set them both into existence in His creation in a similar way. It was the place of governments to discern them just as it was the place of scientists such as Isaac Newton to document them.5


  In his 1941 book The Mysterious Science of the Law, Daniel Boorstin wrote of Blackstone's Commentaries that no other book except the Bible played a greater role in the history of America's legal framework. The blueprint of the nation's judicial system was found in Blackstone, and Blackstone's blueprint was the Bible.


  Abraham Lincoln was greatly affected by Blackstone's Commentaries while on his own path to becoming a lawyer. Lincoln at first thought that he would become a blacksmith because of his lack of formal education. He saw himself as a poor candidate for law and thought that he had "slim prospects" for success. The two books that most influenced his life, however, were the Bible and Blackstone's Commentaries. It was Blackstone's writings that laid the foundation in his mind that all just laws must originate from biblical precepts.


  The wording of the Declaration of Independence is based almost directly on Blackstone's phrases, such as "the self-evident," "unalienable rights of people" granted by the "Laws of Nature and of Nature's God." Compare this wording with the first precept of the Humanist Manifesto that John Dewey, the so-called "Father of American Education," signed: "Religious humanists regard the universe as self-existing and not created."


  As an American, I have to say with great embarrassment before God, O Father, how far we have fallen away from your law and precepts embedded in our foundations. I don't use the words embedded in our foundations lightly. They are critical. America's success as a nation is dependent on the fact that we based our government, society, and early education on the laws and precepts of the Bible.


  In order to see how far we have eroded the Christian roots of our society, we need to take a look at historic precedents. For instance, in 1824 the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, in the case of Updegraph v. The Commonwealth, indicted Updegraph for blasphemy against God, using Blackstone's legal definition:


  Blasphemy against the Almighty is denying His being or Providence or uttering contumelious [insulting] reproaches on our Savior Christ. It is punished at common law by fine and imprisonment, for Christianity is part of the laws of the land.6


  Contrast this with the rulings in more recent court cases (Stone v. Graham, 1980; Ring v. Grand Forks Public School District, 1980; and Lanner v. Wimmer, 1981): "It is unconstitutional for students to see the Ten Commandments since they might read, meditate upon, respect, or obey them."7


  We Must Return to First Principles


  The United States needs not only a nationwide revival but a nation-changing reformation. We need to go back to the foundations of English Common Law and to the principles upon which our forefathers founded our nation. In the past it was not uncommon for a Christian judge to lead a condemned man to the Lord from the bench!


  You may have read of John Quincy Adams as well as President Thomas Jefferson attending church services when they were held in the Capitol building. Note this entry from Adams' diary: "Religious service is usually performed on Sundays at the Treasury office and at the Capitol. I went both forenoon and afternoon to the Treasury."8 The entry was dated October 23, 1803.


  How have we fallen so far from our founding principles as a nation? Many Christian lawyers and judges have not studied the subject of biblical justice and so do not have this bedrock as a paradigm for their thinking. Rather they have studied case law and constitutional law. I know these are required to pass the bar exam, but there is a higher court than any earthly one—it is the court of heaven.


  Scripture tells us about the law of the kings. This is what was required for each king:


  It shall be, when he [the king] sits on the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write for himself a copy of this law in a book, from the one before the priests, the Levites. And it shall be with him, and he shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God and be careful to observe all the words of this law and these statutes, that his heart may not be lifted above his brethren, that he may not turn aside from the commandment to the right hand or to the left, and that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he and his children in the midst of Israel.


  Deuteronomy 17:18-20


  How can one fulfill their calling as a lawyer or judge without being versed in God's laws? God is the ultimate Lawgiver. The king makes the laws of the kingdom, Congress makes the laws of our democracy, but it is still God who makes the laws of the universe.9


  It Has to Start in Our Own Hearts


  Years ago I was teaching in Uganda, and suddenly I knew that God was giving me a key to reforming that nation. As I stood before the audience of nearly ten thousand pastors, I told them what God had given me to say to them:


  There are some of you here who take up offerings supposedly for orphanages or other good causes, but instead of using the funds as you have said, you use them to build yourself a house or send your children to private schools. Others of you siphon money from the church treasury.


  Before I could say more, however, I noticed that my interpreter had stopped speaking. He was choked up with tears. I whispered to him, "Are you all right?" He was a precious man of God, and I couldn't imagine what was troubling him.


  He replied, obviously quite broken, weeping, "Mama Cindy, I am so sorry. I think that most, if not all of us, do those things! All our fathers in the Lord did those things, and we did not know they were wrong!"


  Shocked and heartbroken, I continued, speaking to the whole assembly now, "Please understand, this behavior is lying and stealing, and it breaks two of the Ten Commandments." At the end of my sermon there was a wave of deep repentance, and we wept together as they declared that there was a new generation of leaders in the nation that would not participate in such corruption. I believe Uganda is seeing the fruit of this repentance today. Great leaders have risen out of that group who are now releasing righteousness across the land.


  I believe with all of my heart that God is anointing a new breed of leaders across the face of the earth who will both reform and, if need be, oppose laws that break the law of God. One of the greatest issues that must be dealt with is abortion. In 1973, the Supreme Court of America ruled abortion legal in the United States by a five to four vote. Since that time more than forty million babies have been aborted in the U.S. That is roughly eight times the population of the Dallas/Fort Worth area where I live. So many innocent children murdered because they were inconvenient shows the magnitude of this silent holocaust. It is blood we will have to answer for in heaven. Liberals and feminists say that a woman has the right to do what she wants with her own body, but does she? If that were so, why do we stop a woman who tries to commit suicide?


  This is where understanding the marriage of righteousness and justice is critical. A woman might say, "I shouldn't have to take care of a baby I didn't plan to have. I shouldn't have to deal with a pregnancy when I can have an abortion." In their minds, their action is just and right. Their situation seems to justify their actions. But is it ever right to murder an innocent child?


  Justice cannot be done through situation ethics; we must do what is righteous.


  Abortion is only right if we do not believe that God is the author of life and that it begins at conception. In the minds of many who abort their children, they are only disposing of tissue, but most of us know better than that now.


  One of the main reasons we are even dealing with the problem of abortion is because we have judges who believe justice is sociological, not godly. They believe righteousness is based upon the will of the people and society's current accepted ethics rather than the law of God. In fact, we are naive if we think there is a neutral judge. They all rule to a degree according to their own belief systems, even though they may say they do not. Only a godly judge can step out of his or her own selfish perspective enough to judge fairly every time.


  One radical youth movement sprang up to fight this evil in the United States before the 2004 presidential election. A young man had a dream that he and his friends put wide red tape across their mouths with the word Life written across it and stood in silent vigil in front of the Supreme Court building until Roe v. Wade was over- thrown. The resulting group is called the Justice House of Prayer, or JHOP. This 24/7 youth prayer movement has its prayer room right around the corner from the Supreme Court. They intercede every day and will do so until abortion is again illegal in the United States. Not only do they intercede in the prayer room, but every day they also stand and pray in front of the Supreme Court building. They are there whether it rains or snows, in the cold of winter and heat of summer. They have a cause and a mission—to see the end of legalized abortion in this country. As they pray, they petition the highest court in the universe, the court of heaven. Their prayers will avail.


  It is my dream that many of you reading this book will live to see the day when abortion is again illegal. There may be another just cause you can fight for, using the JHOP as your godly example.


  Answering the Call


  As I travel around the world, I often hear lawyer jokes. Most of them are about corruption and greed in the profession. We desperately need godly young men and women to follow the call of God to be legal reformers, redeeming the areas of law and justice. Thank God, many around the world are redeeming their judicial systems and overthrowing corruption. They understand the marriage of righteousness and justice.


  God is calling all of us to see justice done for the poor, needy, widows, orphans, and unborn children. One day we will look into the faces of our children and grandchildren and tell them the stories of the battle for the courts. I can hear the sweet voices of future generations ask with unbelief, "Grandfather, did mothers and daddies really kill innocent babies when you were a child?"


  On January 17, 2005, I stood on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial with a group of teenagers, hearing the call to reform our nation across America. It was Martin Luther King Jr. Day, and I thought of the famous speech by Dr. King from this very location to tens of thousands of listeners, his voice resounding with the words "Ihave a dream."


  As I looked out across the grassy mall that stretched all the way to the Capitol building, I began to declare:


  There will be a day when little schoolchildren from all across America will give their nickels and quarters to build a memorial on this mall to the unborn. The memorial will be built by a righteous nation to show their grief for the holocaust of children lost because of abortion, thereby saying, "Never again will this nation kill its babies in the womb."


  
    
      


    

  


  


  Chapter Seven


  Putting the Government Upon His Shoulders


  God has a plan for each of His children. Deposited within every man, woman, and child there is a destiny, a purpose, and a reason each was born. However, many live and die without ever realizing the "why" of their existence.


  It is my prayer that as you read this book, you will feel the drumbeat of God's call to be a change agent to your generation. God is looking for people willing to answer the call to disciple the nations. We need passionate leaders willing to be infuencers for God. True freedom and development depends on Christians taking their places as change-makers in positions of authority as well as service.


  Nations will not change without Christians in those nations becoming major influencers in their governments. The will of God cannot be done on earth as it is in heaven without His people being righteous voices calling for laws that release His justice. As we turn back the pages of history, it is easy to see the immense struggle that has taken place since the fall in the garden for the control of our nations. God the Creator makes the rules, but He has given into our hands the release of His righteousness on behalf of all creation. When we step back from that role and become the church shut off in isolation, there is no one to speak for righteousness in the public arenas.


  Sin brings corruption, discrimination, and injustice on the earth. God's ambassadors, however, release righteousness, equity, and justice. Governments need elected officials who will legislate on behalf of God's goodness or they will eventually crumble. In each generation, one can see the anointing of God upon leaders who have the courage to stand up as voices of righteousness to fight inequity, racism, poverty, corruption, abortion, and other social ills. One such warrior of righteousness was a young man named William Wilberforce. God is looking for men and women just like him to be His voice in their generation.


  William Wilberforce and Friends


  I doubt anyone would have seen a lion of governmental reformation in the future of young William Wilberforce. His father died when he was nine. He suffered poor health and poor eyesight all his life, and from a very young age had to wear a steel frame to support his back. One would more likely have seen him as a candidate to remain in a home for invalids than as a statesman in Parliament, but God doesn't see people as we do.


  Through his hardships, William learned the one quality I have found to be a hallmark of reformers—perseverance. Sometimes we think we need a massive amount of faith to function as change agents; however, I am convinced that faith comes to the faithful. While "the just shall live by faith" was the cornerstone verse of Luther's Reformation, to me, that means "the just shall live by faithfulness." Great faith is best exemplified by the simple act of getting out of bed every morning and obeying God no matter how our bodies feel, what emotions we are battling, or what people are saying about us. The great reformers—Wilberforce among them—kept going even though they were terribly tempted to quit at times. One thing Wilberforce had in his favor was his voice and education. He was both eloquent and charismatic.


  Imagine yourself as a twenty-one-year-old, walking into Congress or Parliament as an elected member. That is exactly what Wilberforce did. He was the youngest Member of Parliament ever elected. Both his grandfather and his uncle included him generously in their wills. God had His hand in the timing of the transfer of that wealth, because young William used it to help finance his campaign to run for public office.


  While studying at Cambridge, he became friends with another young man destined for greatness whose name was William Pitt. Pitt was only twenty-four when he became prime minister of the United Kingdom. God would use the friendship of these young men to help abolish the slave trade in the British Isles, although at times they parted company on other issues. One could say they were a bit like David and Jonathan in the Bible.


  Wilberforce had a profound conversion experience and believed that Christianity was the only basis upon which civilized society could be built. After Pitt became prime minister, he approached Wilberforce in a legendary conversation beneath an old tree on Pitt's Holwood estate about his willingness to become involved in the parliamentary campaign to abolish slavery. Pitt had urged Wilberforce to read an expose on the slave trade, and when he did, Wilberforce was cut to the depths of his heart by the inhumanity of the business. Wilberforce was only twenty-eight years old at the time, and although he agreed to propose an anti-slavery bill immediately, due to illness he would not be able to introduce it for another year. However, the conversation had changed Wilberforce forever. Afterward, as his life's purpose, he believed God had called him to "two great objects: the abolition of the slave trade and the reformation of manners."


  Allow me to interject a personal note here: Never underestimate the power of friends and mentors to inspire their disciples toward a particular call. Peter Wagner has done this for me on a number of occasions. At times a conversation with a friend has inspired me personally to take on a role in a project that I otherwise would never have tackled.


  There are occasions when God requires that we take on a task of great magnitude without our having any idea how long it will take or at what cost. In great endeavors of this kind where the soul of a nation is at stake, it can take much longer than we think to be accomplished. Wilberforce's struggle for the abolition of slavery would take more than four decades, with many setbacks and a few false victories along the way. In 1789, he gave a moving address1 that established his place as the leader of the abolitionist movement in Parliament, but when it came time to vote on the resolution, more than half the Members of Parliament were absent, and the bill failed. Time and again, William felt like quitting, but each time God encouraged him to continue his righteous cause.


  In fact, the last letter written by John Wesley, in 1791, was to Wilberforce, supporting his anti-slavery campaign. Here is a portion of the letter the famous revivalist wrote to encourage Wilberforce:


  Unless God has raised you up for this very thing, you will be worn out by the opposition of men and devils; but if God is with you, who can be against you?


  Are all of them stronger than God? Oh, be not weary in well doing. Go on, in the name of God and in the power of His might, till even American slavery, the vilest that ever saw the sun, shall vanish away before it. That he who has guided you from your youth up, may continue to strengthen you in this and in all things, is the prayer of dear Sir, your affectionate servant John Wesley (24 February 1791)2


  The letter speaks to all reformers down through the ages to give them hope and strength for the fight against injustice.


  Coming Together to Fulfill God's Mission


  Wilberforce had other allies in his battle concerning the abolition of slavery. A group of leaders who were warriors of the cause moved to an area of London called Clapham and formed a community that is often referred to as the Clapham Group. While not everyone involved with the movement was a Member of Parliament or lived in the community, there was a core group who lived in close proximity to one another and went to church in the parish pastored by John Venn. It was to become one of the most influential parishes in England. In his book The Wilberforce Connection Clifford Hill quotes Michael Hennen:


  Never have the members of one congregation so greatly influenced the history of the world. The effect of their prayers and actions not only profoundly altered the religious and social life of this country [meaning England], it was also felt in Africa, in the West Indies, in India and in Australasia.3


  John Venn himself was a revolutionary as a rector. He helped start schools for the poor and insisted that his whole parish have small pox inoculations. As a child he was quite shy. (Oftentimes we look at the little ones in our society according to a limitation, such as shyness or sickliness. However, God doesn't see children according to their health challenges or weaknesses but as great reformers in the making!)


  In a fascinating social weave, the members of the Clapham Group proved to be world-changers in conviction and deed. Their decision to live in close proximity helped them work and pray together to influence the transformation of their nation and see the slave trade abolished in the British Empire (in 1807) and eventually the emancipation of all British slaves (as it happened, just three days before Wilberforce's death in 1833)— not to mention the fact that they truly enjoyed one another's company! They were in covenant not only in mission but in their love for each other and for each of their families.


  Lady Knutsford's Life and Letters of Zachary Macaulay gives us a glimpse into the lives of the group:


  Regarding every member as forming part of a large united family, behaving towards each other as members of such a family, they treated each other's homes as their own, taking with them as a matter of course their wives and children; they kept together for their holidays and while in London arranged to meet for breakfast or dinner to discuss their many common concerns. The weight of continual business was lightened and cheered by sharing it with congenial companions.4


  While I am writing this, I am thinking of some of my good friends and our relationships. One moment, some of my girlfriends and I are laughing and trying on shoes, and the next moment we may be planning a prayer meeting to change a nation. What fun! This reminds me of the first question of the Westminster Shorter Catechism (1648) which begins:


  What is man's chief end?


  The answer:


  Man's chief end is to glorify God (see Psalm 86), and to enjoy Him forever (see Psalm 16:5-11). (See also Psalm 73:25-28.)


  I hope this doesn't offend anyone, but one of my mottos in life as I mentor young leaders is "Work hard! Play hard!" (This advice should be mixed together liberally.) We are to enjoy God and each other's company in work and in play!


  All told there were 112 Members of Parliament in the Clapham Group. Of course, not all of them lived in the community. There was an inner circle of around thirty who were dubbed "The Clapham Saints" and who had a greater allegiance to biblical principles than to their party affiliations. These saints met together in the home of John Thornton, where they sought the Lord for direction through worship and prayer.


  In addition, the Clapham Group had members who were in professions such as banking and law, others did research, and others were church leaders. But they all worked together to reform the nation. Note the mix of ministers in the church and the marketplace! It took a team to bring the change!


  A key influencer of the Clapham Group was an Anglican rector named John Newton. Newton had at one time been a slave-ship captain. After Newton returned from the sea to England, he found Christ and became involved in the anti-slavery movement, even giving evidence against it to the Privy Council (sort of like testifying before a Congressional committee in the United States). Early in Wilberforce's career, John Newton encouraged him to go on with the call to overthrow slavery. Newton is best remembered as a hymn writer, the most famous being the beloved "Amazing Grace." We all need pastors who are voices into our destinies.


  We must see a mix of anointings today from all sectors of society to overthrow evil and corruption in our nations. No one sector of society can disciple and teach their nation and be reformers on their own. If Matthew 28:19-20 is ever going to be taken to a practical level, we must form new groups that meet together across the lines of pulpit ministry, government, and the marketplace (remember, whatever God calls us to do in life is our ministry) to change our nations and fight injustice in every area and on every level.


  One of the Clapham Group's great successes was the use of publishing to release a moral conscience into the nation (as I am praying this book will do!). Hannah More, a leading writer and educator—and as far as I can tell, the only visible woman in leadership in the group—wrote tracts, beginning in 1795, which became famous and were known as the Cheap Repository Tracts. Another Clapham member, Henry Thornton, financed the publishing of them, and they sold two million copies during a time when there were only eight million people in the whole nation!5


  I believe that what these reformers did, working toward the establishment of a just government, was what the Bible is speaking about when it says that we are to be salt, light, and a city set on a hill:


  You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.


  You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.


  Matthew 5:13-16


  Constitutional Government


  Matthew 5 could be considered part of Jesus' constitutional preamble for His followers. We are called to be a collective voice of influence. That means through voting in democratic elections, taking places of leadership in our communities, and standing up for righteousness no matter our station or occupation. Wherever we are placed as Christians, our light should dispel the darkness.


  It is important to know that the Bible has patterns for the proper formation of government. This is why we must not only read Isaiah 9:6-7, which talks about the increase of God's government in the earth, but be a part of making it happen.


  For unto us a Child is born,


  And the government will be upon His shoulder.


  And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,


  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.


  Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end,


  Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom,


  To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever.


  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.


  Isaiah 9:6-7


  Here are a few of the basic tenets of government found in the Bible:


  Representative Government


  One of the first plans that God gave Moses after leaving Egypt was how to establish a representative government:


  "Choose wise, understanding, and knowledgeable men from among your tribes, and I will make them heads over you." ... So I took the heads of your tribes, wise and knowledgeable men, and made them heads over you, leaders of thousands, leaders of hundreds, leaders of fifties, leaders of tens, and officers for your tribes.


  Deuteronomy 1:13, 15


  Since the tribes would already have chosen leaders, God gave Moses the perfect system in a tribal society for governance.


  Judicial System


  Moses, under God's guidance, then proceeded to establish a judicial system for the Holy Nation:


  Then I commanded your judges at that time, saying, "Hear the cases between your brethren, and judge righteously between a man and his brother or the stranger who is with him. You shall not show partiality in judgment; you shall hear the small as well as the great; you shall not be afraid in any man's presence, for the judgment is God's. The case that is too hard for you, bring to me, and I will hear it."


  Deuteronomy 1:16-17


  The Separation of Powers


  Three branches of government function are derived from Isaiah 33:22:


  For the Lord is our Judge, The Lord is our Lawgiver, The Lord is our King;


  He will save us.


  In the United States, these are the executive, the legislative, and the judicial branches. Other nations, such as the United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia, have this separation of powers under a monarchial system, which have parliaments and prime ministers. This separation of powers is crucial because of one main element: As humans we are sinful creatures and need checks and balances.


  The Bible Is the Pattern


  The Bible is the pattern for government in the earth. John Wycliffe, in 1382, said of his new translation of the Bible into English: "This Bible is for the government of the people, by the people, and for the people."6


  The translating and printing of the Bible into the language of the people was one of the main catalysts for reformation. As people began to understand the will of God in society, they began to look at their nation through the lens of Scripture and measure it according to that standard.


  We can never afford to overlook the importance of Scripture. One must not only learn to read God's Word but read God's world through the filter of His Word. Anything that doesn't line up with His will on earth is our responsibility to change by discipling and teaching nations the true importance of God's law and government.


  God Works in Community Government


  The only governmental systems that work on the earth are those based upon biblical principles. God is the King of the universe, yet He has given into our hands the ability to read His Word and put it into practice. We also must understand the nature of humanity from God's perspective and the deceptive power of our sin natures. Governments must have checks and balances; otherwise, the temptation of corruption and cronyism will be too much for its officials. Look at Communist nations and dictatorships. Where there is no accountability, justice is soon lost as government officials look to serve themselves rather than the people.


  God works in relational community rather than autocratic rule. He even exists in community within himself as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! As we are salt and light, we will transform our nations into cities set on a hill, and that is only possible if we work together to establish a voice of moral clarity in our nations just as the Clapham Group did in England.


  God manifests His goodness through us as His ambassadors on the earth. Godly government releases creativity, beauty, grace, and peace. Wicked governments founded on humanistic, Marxist principles only become more and more corrupt when not measured against the righteous standard of Scripture. The effects of Communistic thinking washed the beautiful colors from the buildings in Russia and replaced them with drab, gray monoliths.


  The effects of godless government are powerfully described in Deuteronomy 30:1518 niv:


  See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. For I command you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase....


  But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow down to other gods and worship them, I declare to you this day that you will certainly be destroyed.


  Without God's values and moral agendas in our governing bodies, corruption and discrimination creep in through the misuse of power. Lord John Dalberg-Acton's famous dictum still applies today: "Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely."7


  Ideological Patterns


  It is critical for us, as believers, to be students of history so we can not only see God's rule in the earth, but also the patterns of thought that need to be broken through intercession in order to heal our nations. Let's peer back together at the pages of history and examine the difference between what happened in England and France in the eighteenth century.


  Throughout its history, England was affected by the teaching of reformers such as Wycliffe, Wesley, Whitefield, and Wilberforce and the Clapham Group, as well as the printing and distribution of the King James Bible, while France did not have any such influence. The power of the written Word and the Great Awakening that happened earlier in that century saved England from a bloody revolution within its own borders on the heels of the one they had just lost in America. France, however, faced one of the bloodiest revolutions Europe ever saw. The major difference between the two nations at this time was that one had a biblical worldview and the other's was based on Jean-Jacques Rousseau's nature versus society writings.


  Rousseau saw a fundamental divide between society and human nature. He contended that man was instinctively good when living in a natural habitat (the state of all other animals, and the condition of humankind before the creation of civilization and society), but was corrupted by living in society with other human beings. He believed that we were originally kindly "noble savages," and it was only when we became more developed and interdependent that inequity crept into our natures. This teaching of the "noble savage"—or that we would be sinless if we lived in a completely natural environment—is prevalent in the thinking of much of society today. People believe that we are inherently good and born without a sin nature at all.


  Rousseau felt that government was brought into being by the rich and powerful to "trick" the general population. Because of this, human societies were fraudulent and manipulative forms of associating from the very beginning, and societies formed by the wealthy and powerful had to be set free by the "politics of redemption": the idea that politics can be the means not only of creating a better world but also of transforming human nature and creating "the New Man." It was not that people needed to have new hearts to exhibit goodness and justice, but to be delivered from external morals and social institutions such as family, community, and church. The state would step in and take over for these antiquated conventions and deliver their citizens into a new political Utopia.


  He thus called on reformers to set people free from the chains of institutions, laws, customs, and traditions. He gave no moral principles on how to accomplish this liberation or govern the state's ambitions in "freeing their populations" from the institutions of society. Thus the leaders who embraced this philosophy were some of the greatest despots of human history: Robespierre, Marx, Lenin, Hitler, and Mao.8


  This type of "social doctrine" or "social theory" is frightening and has produced its fruit in the bloodiest of revolutions, such as that of France, Cambodia, Russia, and Korea.9 In this type of thinking the end justifies the means. The existing society and morals must be taken apart at any cost, and any means may be used to do so. Marxist revolutions find their beginnings in just such thought. Without the governance of God, the ultimate Lawgiver and Creator, the world unravels into tyranny and mass murder.


  Rousseau's "Radical Ethical Relativism"


  Mix Rousseau's philosophy with Darwinism and humanism, throw in some Communist ideologies, and you get a "radical ethical relativism" that is a potent cocktail in revolutionary thought and practice. Rousseau is considered by some to be the first writer to attack the institution of private property and thus a forerunner of Communist thought. According to Rousseau, the state had the responsibility over the will of the majority to see that justice, equality, and freedom for all were obtained regardless of the measures required to reach their "ideal."


  Rousseau's writing affected the thinking of men such as Hitler in the way he looked at those he considered "unfit" for his perfect Aryan world. There is an element in Rousseau's writings on education that implies only healthy children should be taught as opposed to what he termed the "useless cripple." His philosophy helped shape the thinking of the government of Nazi Germany and their "T-4" program to euthanize those they deemed unworthy in society. It was only the next logical step in eugenics, a concept widely accepted even by great "moral" leaders such as Theodore Roosevelt and Winston Churchill.10 It shows how scary the mix of Rousseau's ideologies, Darwinism, humanism, and politicized science can be—much the same mix that is blinding people to the evil and holocaust that abortion is today.


  Of course, this can only happen when the moral governance of God—the Creator who gives and values life in whatever form it may take—is ignored and forgotten. To God, there is not one child alive on planet earth today who is deemed "unworthy." God the Father loves every single one, and has a special purpose for all of their lives. It is so like the devil to try to kill them and stop them from being the blessing to the world God intended them to be.


  As I am writing this section I am thinking of my own niece, Reese Marie Riethmiller, my sister and brother-in-law's daughter. Doctors diagnosed her at birth as being on the autism spectrum and hardly functional. After prayer and therapy, however, she became highly functional, is speaking, and was able to go to school by herself and make straight A's. Reese now lives in Minnesota, where she has been mainstreamed into a regular classroom. We know what Nazi Germany would have wanted to do with her life, but this is not the morality of our nation.


  Abraham Kuyper—The Dutch Standard


  The French Revolution—carried out with Rousseauian values—was bloody, left the nation shattered, and would infect Europe like the Black Plague well into the nineteenth century. A revolution without God is a frightening thing indeed. However, God had already prepared a man in Holland named Abraham Kuyper for the next century to be a forerunner of righteousness against this bastion of revolution.


  To the American mind, revolution is a good thing. However, right after the French Revolution, the need in Europe was for anti-revolutionaries, or those who opposed the values introduced by Rousseau. It is comforting to see how in the midst of chaos and uncertainty, God always raises up His standard when the enemy comes in like a flood (see Isaiah 59:19), and in Kuyper's case, The Standard was literal.


  Abraham Kuyper (1837-1920) was a Calvinist and a minister of the Reformed Church. In every sense he was just that—a preacher of reform and a prophetic voice in his generation. In order to protect the faith and culture of his people, he courageously spoke out against the thinking introduced through Rousseau and the French Revolution that was threatening everything it touched. Unlike others whom God used as a voice from the pulpit, the Holy Spirit led Kuyper to engage in societal transformation through a variety of reformational practices.


  For one, he started a newspaper, in 1872, called De Standaard (Dutch for The Standard). His motto to rally his troops was "Fight the good fight of faith," which he used from his public pulpit for almost fifty years. The Standard was Kuyper's instrument to shape public opinion. He did this through writing editorials that established public debate, which could take place in the press as well as in Parliament. It also became his tool to express the party platform for the Anti-Revolutionary Party (ARP) that he formed. The ARP party became the voice of righteousness and drew a line in the sand to protect Holland from suffering the same violent, godless revolution as France had.


  Abraham Kuyper was deeply affected by his hero John Calvin, who as a young reformer helped build a government in the city of Geneva, Switzerland. By age twenty-five, Calvin had already been put in prison briefly after meeting with his cousin Robert


  Olivetan and Jacques Lefevre, who were Bible translators." During his career, Calvin helped draft a constitution for the city. While he never held public office, he helped reform the infrastructure and economics of the city. Social structures such as hospitals, sewage systems, and education for all classes were established. He arranged that every family in the city would be visited by a minister once a year, in addition to the sick and poor being attended to regularly and everyone in the hospital visited.12


  While this theistic society did not last because of the shortcomings in how it was executed (I definitely do not endorse all of Calvin's methods), it was still light years ahead of its time in thinking and practice.


  The Need for Godly Journalism


  Particularly at election times, The Standard was packed with short editorials or "leaders," urging, warning, and encouraging the party faithful in the various electoral districts to stay the course and hold to their convictions. Kuyper's Bildungsdrang (Dutch for "desire for education") became an inner drive to turn his followers into competent citizens in a political system within which, before his time, they had not played a part.13


  I believe that if we are to see righteousness and justice marry in the thinking and hearts of the nations, then we must see journalists write and newspapers print reformational platforms to be read by the general public. There are probably conservative newspapers today, but they are few and far between. The newspapers I know of are so infected by anti-Christian sentiments that they are just propaganda machines against God's kingdom. We need those who are called as newspaper publishers to publish the good news!


  All in all, Kuyper, in my opinion, was an apostle for his time. In fact, he later established a university and eventually became prime minister. He is still a voice that speaks to us today through his 1898 "Stone Lectures at Princeton" that remind us that it was not the philosophers of the French Revolution who first introduced the idea that general populations had the right to be free. This idea "was not fished out of the unholy waters of the French Revolution, but stolen by the Rousseaus and the Montesquieus from the martyr's crown of the Huguenots."14


  Drawing a Line in the Sand


  Through the generations, we see those like Kuyper who have drawn a "line in the sand" against unrighteousness, but in order to really understand where our world is today and know what needs to be fixed in order to put the government on the shoulders of the Prince of Peace (see Isaiah 9:6-7), there are two other ideologies we need to look at: utopianism and Communism. You might ask yourself, "What does either of these have to do with me?" The people in Czarist Russia might have wondered the same thing before the Communist Revolution in 1917.


  Just as God has a plan for this earth, the Enemy of the kingdom of God does as well. He works to rearrange ideological structures in nations and continents to get God out of society, and his evil plans into society. There is an interesting Scripture that speaks about this:


  He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, Shall persecute [some translations say "wear out"] the saints of the Most High, And shall intend to change times and law.


  Daniel 7:25


  Satan wants to destroy us through lack of knowledge (see Hosea 4:6). He doesn't want anyone to know of his overarching scheme to rearrange governmental structures so he can establish his "kingdom on earth." Complacency and ignorance are two of his biggest tools! That is why I am writing about Rousseau, utopianism, and the like—to stir you up, equip you, and send you out into society as reformers in the Matthew 6:10 will-of-God-on-earth-as-it-is- in-heaven sense.


  So it is important that we understand these two ideologies as we learn how to pray and act to change our nations.


  Utopianism


  Utopianism is the belief that man is inherently good and that given the right conditions, good will emerge in a way that produces a perfect society. This theme is humanistic at its core and was one of the foundational premises of the so-called Age of Enlightenment.


  It would follow then that since man is not sinful, there are only certain structures that need to be put in place for society to be perfect: for poverty to be eliminated, for disease to be practically put on hold, for social services to be provided efficiently, etc. Again, this is based on Rousseau's philosophies of humanity's natural goodness and government's role to purport its "good" upon the people as it deems necessary.


  Again, this simply doesn't work because we as humans are sinners at heart. This is why we need a Savior and a book of laws written by the Creator to guide us in our societies.


  Karl Marx and Communism


  Communism, at its core, is utopianism. Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels thought they could create heaven on earth through their Communist Manifesto. They were revolutionaries who believed that any means to the end of achieving a Communist state were right and good. They could have been the originators of the phrase "the means justifies the end."


  Karl Marx was a German, born of Jewish parents. He had initially thought about becoming a Lutheran clergyman and even attended school to prepare for the ministry. He ended up studying law in Paris, where he met Engels. They believed that a Utopia of the new Communist man would emerge as an answer to all ills and that one day every nation would be Communist.


  The Communist Manifesto was written in 1848 in London, where Marx is buried. It called for the dissolving of the "bourgeoisie" in favor of the "proletarians," or working-class people. At the heart of this governmental philosophy is the abolition of private property as well as the family; all home education was to cease in favor of social indoctrination. The ideas of family, marriage, and God would be totally done away with in favor of free love. Communism was atheistic to the core!


  Nikolai Lenin took up the cause in Russia, and an estimated sixty million people died as a result of the influence of Communist ideologies. Tens of thousands of churches were torn down or desecrated. Solzhenitsyn sums up the reason for these fearful developments: "Men have forgotten God."15


  Despite the fall of the USSR, Communism is still very active around the world today. While it has failed in many nations, it is still very much alive in Latin America, China, North Korea, and other nations.


  Wanted: Reformers!


  God is still looking for Abraham Kuypers and William Wilberforces. The church, the marketplace, and government leaders must forge alliances to stem the tide of godlessness and evil and shift our nations back to holiness and biblical alignment.


  I am convinced that the people of God must look around and recognize those who are called as reformers to run for public office and be policy setters. We need to ask ourselves, "Where are the Wilberforces of today?" and, more poignantly, "Am I willing to become one?"16


  
    
      


    

  


  


  Chapter Eight


  Reversing the Genesis Curse: Biblical Economics


  The glass case gleamed in the dusky light. I stared at the old worn garment of St. Francis of Assisi as I stood in a church in Florence, Italy. I searched my memory to recall what I knew of his life. "He changed the face of the church across the world," I mused, "with his sacrificial giving. He fought against corruption and excess as well." Then I had a stunning revelation. In the midst of all the good things that he did, such as giving up all his personal wealth (even to stripping himself completely of all his worldly belongings— right down to the garment on his back!), something else entered the mindset of the church through his teachings: The equation of poverty with spirituality. (In other words, the more spiritual you are, the less money you will have at your disposal.)


  While St. Francis did some great things, we have carried this part of his mission too far into what has become a spiritual formula in the church today. We have come to believe that having wealth is wrong, when in fact, it is how you obtain it and what you do with it that makes it righteous or unrighteous. As a result, the pervasive financial worldview in many churches today is: Poverty equates spirituality, and therefore wealth is sinful.


  I remember this affected my family, not because we believed that way but because the members of our church did. Therefore, they paid my pastor daddy a small salary and even criticized him so much when he bought a slightly nice used car that he ended up selling it. We were poor. In the United States some congregations would teasingly say about their pastors: "We keep them poor, and God keeps them humble."


  What happened to us felt more like humiliation than humility, and it certainly didn't feel spiritual! (I forgive them, God! Maybe there are some other pastors or pastors' children who would like to join me in that prayer?)


  Breaking Old Mindsets


  I realize now that we were victims of the mindset that poverty equals spirituality because our church members had somehow inherited that cultural bias. However, the Word of God says that it is the love of money (see 1 Timothy 6:10) that is sinful, not being the steward of wealth (see 1 Timothy 6:17-19).


  Unless we change our worldview on money to a biblical stance, we will never be able to properly steward the earth. It takes wealth and influence to do that as a Holy Nation establishing His kingdom and His will on the earth—not only individually but collectively.


  To truly understand how we should view wealth, we need to go all the way back to the garden of Eden. We need to realize that it was God's original plan to put us in the garden to steward it. At the time, it wasn't hard to take care of the garden. However, after Adam and Eve's fall, all of humanity were exiled from that perfect way of life. But our role in the earth never changed—we are still called to steward it, although now we have to deal with land that is cursed because of sin. In other words, we still have the same biblical mandate as Adam and Eve had. We are called to bring the earth back to its original state of productivity. The earth is cursed, but the curse can be reversed through understanding our covenant with God. Again, this call is stated in Matthew 6:10:


  Your kingdom come.


  Your will be done


  On earth as it is in heaven.


  What is the curse that we need to reverse? It's found in Genesis 3:17-19:


  Cursed is the ground for your sake; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, and you shall eat the herb of the field. In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for dust you are, and to dust you shall return.


  (I must admit that I have thought about this curse while diligently pulling weeds in my garden. I wonder if roses had thorns before the curse? I just noticed I have one in my finger from pruning my roses!)


  These two Scriptures lead us to our role as Reformation Intercessors that I will address and explain in the next chapter. It is good to know that there are ways to pray to redeem the earth from this curse.


  Scarcity—The Effects of the Curse


  This curse produced something that is a basic principle governing the study of economics today—scarcity. According to Dictionary.com, scarcity means "insufficiency or shortness of supply, dearth."


  When Jesus came to reverse the curse of the fall, He not only paid the price for our sin, but according to Galatians 3:13-14, broke the curse and its effects: scarcity, want, and lack.


  Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree"), that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.


  Through the cross, we were grafted into the vine and receive the same blessings—or cursings—of which Israel was given the choice in Deuteronomy 28.


  Again, remember that God so loved the world that He gave His Son to save the world as well as individual lives (see John 3:16). He loves all of creation! The earth, the sky, the invisible realm, all His created creatures, and especially His crowning creation: humanity. He wants to return us to the Genesis 1:28 mandate He gave us to fill, multiply, subdue, and have dominion over the earth.


  God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it;


  have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every


  living thing that moves on the earth."


  In other words, God never changed his mind—we have the same mandate Adam and Eve had. According to Genesis 1:28, we should do these things as stewards of the earth:


  1. Be fruitful and multiply: "to be or grow great; ... to make large, enlarge, increase"1


  2. Fill the earth: “to fill, be full .... to consecrate”2


  3. Subdue: "to subject, subdue; ... make subservient;"3 "bring into bondage"4


  4. Have dominion: "rule, subjugate."5


  After looking at that passage in the original context, can we honestly say that we have done what we have been commanded to do?


  It is also important to ask ourselves one other interesting question: Why did God command Adam and Eve to do those things in a perfect world? I believe it is because He knew that sin was going to come into all this perfection and human beings needed instructions on what to do after that happened.


  According to the commentary in Nelson's nkjv Study Bible:


  The word subdue means "to bring into bondage," a military term used in the conquest of enemies. (Zechariah 9:15) As a king sets off to war to conquer a territory, so humans are told by the Great King to subdue the earth and rule it. Why this great need?


  The earth left to itself would not remain good. It would need us to "act as managers" who have the authority to run everything as God planned. This command applies equally to male and female.6


  This makes even greater sense in the context of Colossians 1:19-20, in which God states that all things were reconciled by Jesus' sacrifice on the cross, whether things on earth or things in heaven.


  How Do I Reverse the Curse?


  About this point, you might still be asking, "All right, Cindy, what does this have to do with me?" If you are a born-again believer, through becoming a follower of Christ, you have been restored to the original mandate given in the garden. You are called to see His kingdom come and His will be done on the earth. This involves every structure of society, the thinking of individuals in nations down to the smallest child, every law, every government official elected according to a biblical design, and every economic structure according to God's blueprint—the Holy Spirit-inspired Word of God. In other words, you have the power and anointing to be a change agent to reverse the curse of scarcity, poverty, lack, corruption, humanism, disease, and any other thing that has resulted from the curse. It won't be perfect again until Jesus returns because sin still happens every day, but we must be stewards until then, taking care of all things according to the power God has put into each of us who are in Christ.


  This is an absolutely amazing calling! It begins with a mother at home raising her children, the education of those little ones, all the way to the training of the generations in every sector of society. We must learn not only to read God's Word but read God's world in the light of His Word. God's Word gives us an X-ray view of what needs to be corrected and maintained in the earth.


  When we lived in Colorado Springs, Colorado, my husband, Mike (who, by the way, has most of the brains in the family), began to teach on alternative economic systems. An alternative economic system is one based on something other than paper money, or the fiat system (a system whereby some sort of "note" or object is used to represent value and is backed by a government or a bank, even though the representative artifact—paper money, for example—has no inherent worth of its own). This is in contrast to a system based on a real commodity such as gold, silver, grain, or diamonds. His teachings led me to explore the Bible—the Manufacturer's handbook—to see what the Creator instituted in His economic structure. While this is still in the formative state with me, there are basics that can be established.


  Our term economics comes from the Greek word oikonomia or "stewardship of the house."7 It is, in essence, the science of managing things that are in limited supply or can grow scarce. According to Tom Rose's book on biblical economics, scarcity for economists is a given they must deal with. Considering this, he poses the question:


  Can the existence of spiritual insight on the one hand, and the lack of it on the other, cause economists with the same professional training to arrive at opposing policy recommendations?8


  Of course, we know the answer is yes. We as Christians also know that scarcity began with the curse of poverty that was released by the fall. However, Jesus paid the price to redeem us from the fall, and so we have been delivered from the curse of scarcity into abundance. Abundance is the antonym (or opposite) of scarcity. Thus we live according to a new principle in Christ:


  Everything in our lives and the society we represent should produce increasing abundance.


  We are called to be fruitful, told that "everything around us will multiply"; we are anointed to subdue and have dominion over anything around us. This is what it means to inherit the blessings of Abraham. We have been delivered out of lack and into abundance —out of the land of scraping to get by and into the land of God's abundance, a place where we will always have more than enough.


  Creator-Inspired Economics9


  Scarcity is not a mindset of all economists. It is the mindset of the liberal Keynesian economists who are the main advisors to the political left.10 This comes along with the mindset that we live in a finite world where "what you see is all there is." If we are all a cosmic accident, we must control what little we have, as there is no way to get more.


  Thus, all liberal economics focuses on government control and intervention as well as viewing the world through a lens of scarcity. For example, the late 1960s concern that the earth was getting overpopulated (Paul Ehrlich's book The Population Bomb greatly influenced this concern much like the threat of "global warming" worries us today). This scarcity mindset focused on the earth's inability to support much beyond the earth's population at that time (which was somewhere around 3.5 billion people). Issues surrounding overpopulation became a major plank in the liberal economic mindset. Thus it is essentially your "patriotic duty" to reduce and/or control the population of the earth (hence abortion and birth control, China's one-child policy, etc.). That's the opposite of God's command to "be fruitful and multiply" (Genesis 1:28).


  Obviously, as the world approaches seven billion people, we know that this is a completely fallacious argument. I've always said, "I'd challenge anyone to drive from Dallas to Amarillo and tell me that the earth is overpopulated." Statistically speaking, you could give every family on the face of the earth a half-acre of land, and all of them could be contained inside the continent of North America (with more than four million square miles left over), leaving the entire rest of the world to provide our natural resources, food, etc.


  New schools of economics, such as supply-side and free-market economics, basically function from a prosperity mentality and are much more biblical in their worldview. They focus on growth and prosperity, not on scarcity and limitations. Free-market economics says just leave people alone and they will naturally do what is in their own self-interest to grow the economy, just as water flows downhill. Prosperity will then affect all who are willing to work for it—much different from the philosophy of taxing the rich to pay for government programs and welfare.


  Stewardship is a very different concept than managing scarcity. Just look at how Joseph handled Potiphar's affairs, the prison he was thrown into, and then the nation of Egypt during famine (Genesis 39-45). While all of the Middle East was starving, Joseph was using abundance to buy up everything that could be bought—he was not limited by the drought or unproductive lands!


  In many ways these "abundance" schools of thought are much more in keeping with our roots. Free-market economics were widely accepted prior to the advent of socialism (for example, Adam Smith's "invisible hand"), but when the humanistic viewpoint began to take over our educational systems, the humanistic economic theories of Keynes took over economic thought as well. Since the late 1970s, Keynesianism has steadily been losing the war, but there is still a preponderance of this kind of thinking among members of the media, liberal politicians, and much of academia.


  Living With an Abundance Mentality


  Abundance is God's desire for us. Why else would Jesus say that the thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy, but that He came "that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly" (John 10:10)? There are days when things are happening around me, and I know that the thief is trying to steal from me, my ministry, or our team at Generals International, and I will say out loud, "This is not God's will for my life (or my family or ministry team)! I am called to have an abundant life. A life of abundance and not scarcity."


  We put John 10:10 on the prayer board at the office and quote this over the ministry and staff each time we pray. Abundance is ours. It is a covenant right. The blessings of Abraham are ours because we have been grafted into God's family line through Christ Jesus. (See Romans 11.) Therefore, our covenant rights give us the authority to break the


  Genesis curse of scarcity and lack. Deuteronomy 8:6-9 says:


  Therefore you shall keep the commandments of the Lord your God, to walk in His ways and to fear Him. For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, that flow out of valleys and hills; a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey; a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing.


  This means that one of those things that we have authority over in our societies is poverty. Believe it or not, it is entirely possible for God to give His children a plan to eradicate systemic poverty, or as I would define it:


  Poverty that is completely through a society. A society's system of operation from the micro worldview of its people to the macro of the nation (i.e., culture, economic system) that releases poverty and not abundance for its citizens.


  This, of course, is a huge job. It can only be done supernaturally. My suggestion is that we begin with the church at present. What do God's economic policies look like at both the local congregation level and the Holy Nation level? It is not enough to simply pray, Let your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven; we need to implement it. This takes a reformation of our thinking, and this is why this book is a Reformation Manifesto.


  One of the major points that I wish to make in this chapter is that we are to put into place an economic system for the house of God. We need to learn how to develop a biblical philosophy of economics—or oikonomia—for our house and nation. This is part of being stewards of the earth!


  Another reason it is so important for us to care about the poor and breaking the curse of poverty on our nations is that this was the subject of Jesus' first public sermon in the synagogue, where He read from Isaiah 61:1:


  The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, Because the Lord has anointed Me To preach good tidings to the poor.


  As a first step to this, each local congregation should ask God for a system to eliminate poverty for their members. Imagine a Sunday morning where the majority of the people attending have been able not only to pay their own bills but have money to share with others who are getting out from under the curse of poverty!


  Before we go any further in this chapter, let me give you some pointers to make sure that you are personally free from the curse of poverty:


  1. Repent of any corrupt practices. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you any sin that is hidden from your feeling of conviction, such as lying, not paying your bills, not paying your taxes, breaking any laws, charging interest to the poor, etc. Read the list of curses in Deuteronomy 28, and make sure that you have not participated in idolatry or any other sin that leads to these curses being visited upon your life.


  2. Break the curse of poverty in the name of Jesus.


  3. Renew your thinking through a study of God's Word concerning your economic covenant rights as a child of God.


  4. Pray to receive your covenant rights as a believer concerning the blessing of Abraham: wealth, prosperity, being the head and not the tail in society. (See Deuteronomy 8; Deuteronomy 28:1-14.)


  This means that we have appropriated and understood God's plan in Deuteronomy to eliminate poverty:


  Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the Lord your


  God, to observe carefully all His commandments which I command you today, that the Lord your God will set you high above all nations of the earth. And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, because you obey the voice of the Lord your God:


  Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the country.


  Blessed shall be the fruit of your body, the produce of your ground and the increase of your herds, the increase of your cattle and the offspring of your flocks.


  Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.


  Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.


  The Lord will cause your enemies who rise against you to be defeated before your face; they shall come out against you one way and flee before you seven ways.


  The Lord will command the blessing on you in your storehouses and in all to which you set your hand, and He will bless you in the land which the Lord your God is giving you.


  The Lord will establish you as a holy people to Himself, just as He has sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of the Lord your God and walk in His ways. Then all peoples of the earth shall see that you are called by the name of the Lord, and they shall be afraid of you. And the Lord will grant you plenty of goods, in the fruit of your body, in the increase of your livestock, and in the produce of your ground, in the land of which the Lord swore to your fathers to give you. The Lord will open to you His good treasure, the heavens, to give the rain to your land in its season, and to bless all the work of your hand. You shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow. And the Lord will make you the head and not the tail; you shall be above only, and not be beneath, if you heed the commandments of the Lord your God, which I command you today, and are


  careful to observe them. So you shall not turn aside from any of the words which I command you this day, to the right or the left, to go after other gods to serve them.


  Deuteronomy 28:1-14


  These steps go along with the biblical promise that all of God's children—not just a few—the children of Abraham, have the power to get wealth!


  And you shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day.


  Deuteronomy 8:18


  What does this all mean to us? If we walk in God's plan for our lives, obey Him, and cause our nations to obey Him, God will give us such wisdom in business and finance that it would be an exception to have poverty in our midst rather than the rule. This is the opposite of the current economics based on scarcity—it is one based on abundance.


  As I am writing this, I am thinking of being poor. We weren't dirt poor when I grew up, but we definitely had to struggle to pay our bills. I don't want anyone to have to go through that. I am thinking of the homeless people that I have seen on the street corners of cities around the world. I want to help them, and I want us, the body of Christ, to pray and ask God to give us the answers to help them too. After all, we are commanded not to harden our hearts toward the poor.


  If there is among you a poor man of your brethren, within any of the gates in your land which the Lord your God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart nor shut your hand from your poor brother, but you shall open your hand wide to him and willingly lend him sufficient for his need, whatever he needs.


  Deuteronomy 15:7-8


  This same chapter says we should be free from debt. I have read this over and over and thought, How can we implement this in our society today?


  Kicking Corruption Out of Our Nations


  The first and most basic principle to ending systemic poverty is to eliminate corruption from the church, and then the nation. Here is the bottom line:


  We can never eliminate systemic poverty without eliminating systemic corruption.


  As one looks at healing economic systems, there must be a renewal of the minds of individual believers as well as congregations concerning ethics, honesty, and godly behavior in society. Corruption is a sin and must be looked upon as such. Yet when we accept it without even thinking about it—like those pastors I told you of earlier who weren't paying their taxes—how do we expect God to bless our casual unrighteousness?


  This strikes at the heart of the matter. Judgment must begin at the house of God. (See 1 Peter 4:17.) We cannot overthrow problems in nations that exist among ourselves. The Bible is clear about economic corruption in numerous passages. In fact, it is so anti-biblical to be corrupt that the Bible has clear "laws of restitution" that were to be paid by the penitent sinner who had stolen from others through corrupt practices.


  Remember that Zacchaeus told Jesus he would pay half of his goods to the poor and if he had taken anything from anyone by false accusation, he would restore it fourfold. (See Luke 19:8.) Zacchaeus knew about restitution.


  Legal restitution was 20 percent in addition to what you had taken. (See Leviticus 5:16 and Numbers 5:7.) Being deeply repentant, Zacchaeus offered to go way beyond what was legally required.


  Jesus must have used this story as an illustration to His disciples and a jumping off point to teach on the stewardship of "doing business until he returned," as He taught the parable of the minas at Zacchaeus's house. (See Luke 19:1-27.) Note that the reward for good business stewardship in this parable was to rule over cities. How can we transform cities if we cannot effectively deal with issues of poverty and corruption in the body of Christ?


  Corruption leads to false dominion, where money is accumulated through greed. Corrupt leaders may become titans of the marketplace through a misuse of the money, influence, and power those bring, but they will never reform society. They are only in it for themselves, and their philanthropy is motivated by the tax advantages received from their giving.


  Godly Guidance for Lending to the Poor


  Biblical economics has built-in safeguards to mitigate against corruption, especially in dealing with the poor and defending them from becoming the victims of usury. Usury is "the practice of lending money and charging the borrower interest, especially at an exorbitant or illegally high rate."11 In fact, not only are we as believers not to participate in the practice of usury when we lend money, but we are not to charge poverty-stricken brothers and sisters in the Lord interest at all!


  If you lend money to any of My people who are poor among you, you shall not be like a moneylender [usurer—kjv] to him; you shall not charge him interest.


  Exodus 22:25


  Gary North gives a detailed explanation of this passage in his book Honest Money. He makes the point that we are not forbidden to lend and charge reasonable interest—in fact, the blessing of God upon a nation allows its people to lend to many nations and not borrow (see Deuteronomy 28:12)—but we are forbidden to charge interest to the poor among us in the family of God.12


  You shall not charge interest to your brother—interest on money or food or anything that is lent out at interest. To a foreigner you may charge interest, but to your brother you shall not charge interest, that the Lord your God may bless you in all to which you set your hand in the land which you are entering to possess.


  Deuteronomy 23:19-20


  And this passage in Exodus says:


  If you ever take your neighbor's garment as a pledge, you shall return it to him before the sun goes down. For that is his only covering, it is his garment for his skin. What will he sleep in? And it will be that when he cries to Me, I will hear, for I am gracious.


  Exodus 22:26-27


  This section deals with both the lender's practices and the debtor's. The debtor cannot get multiple loans on the same collateral and then have any incentive to pay back the loan.13


  God is very particular about how we treat the poor. Remember that one of the reasons the judgment of God came upon Sodom was because of how the city treated those who were destitute:


  Look, this was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: She and her daughter had pride, fullness of food, and abundance of idleness; neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.


  Ezekiel 16:49


  Part of the roll of Ezekiel as a prophet was to point out the unconscious sins of cities so that the people could repent. In this passage the Lord is dealing with the sins of Samaria as well as Sodom, but is also saying that Jerusalem's sins were much worse.


  How Does My City Measure Up?


  How do our cities measure up on God's plumb line? What do we do to eradicate systemic poverty? While the Scripture says that the poor will always be among us (see Mark 14:7 and John 12:8), it is still our responsibility to see their need and find solutions. (See Deuteronomy 15:7-11.)


  Particularly, no born-again believer who is a regular tither and faithful member of a local congregation should have to stay on welfare (or the dole) on a long-term basis! Why? Because their local congregation should have a plan in place to eradicate poverty among their membership! In fact, I am going to jump out into deep water here and state that I believe it is possible to see the kingdom of God so manifested in a nation that there is no need for a welfare system at all—especially for any believer! The church should be the solution provider for society. The governments of the earth should be able to look to us for answers to their problems with poverty.


  I am aware that the thought of trying to develop structures to eradicate systemic poverty can be overwhelming, even at the level of our local congregations; however, the Word of God is clear that we are able to reverse the curse on any level. What we cannot do separately, we can do together.


  Is Your Religion Pure?


  The bottom line of all of this is the mandate that helping the widows and orphans among us is the purest form of following Christ's teachings:


  Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.


  James 1:27


  The Creator has not run out of ideas or solutions, and there are people whom God has especially gifted with the ability to tap into supernatural intelligence to start the reversal of the Genesis curse. God will help us to "steward the house" by releasing His anointing to give supernatural solutions.


  This will be done by those who have had their minds renewed through God and receive the calling of God to be economists. A mind anointed by God sees things through the belief that there is nothing impossible to God. A challenge is only an opportunity to see the power of God move in a supernatural way.


  I mentor a group of women leaders who understand that worldview changes the way we see difficult situations and Satan's opposition. I told them one day, "Other people might see a serpent, but we see a handbag or even a pair of shoes!" Perspective! Israeli President Shimon Peres once said, "This year Israel will make out of [its] brains more than the Saudis will make out of their oil wells."14


  Remember that we are to love God not only with our hearts and souls but with our minds! (See Matthew 22:37.) Through Christ we have supernatural thinking available to us. That is why it is so critical that we have our minds renewed on a daily basis through reading and studying God's Word. It is alive and powerful! (See Hebrews 4:12.)


  The good news is that God hasn't stopped being able to anoint leaders, like Joseph in Egypt, who can receive divinely inspired economic plans. Those with this kind of Joseph gifting in business are able to hear God for a plan to eradicate poverty for their churches and cities. They need to realize that God has called them to this and begin to pursue Him with all of their hearts for answers. What is God speaking to your heart right now about this important topic?


  Kingdom Banking


  One person whom I believe is a modern-day prophet in the world of finance and has a Joseph anointing is my friend Chuck Ripka. Chuck, along with other friends, actually established a bank that I call "God's Bank," although its real name is River City


  Community Bank. This is a bank unlike any other you might have seen in operation. It is governed by godly principles. They pray for the sick in the bank, and many people were saved in the first year of its operation. After just nine months, they inquired as to what amount in deposits would be usual for a bank that had been in business for that amount of time. They were told, "Around sixteen million dollars." God so blessed this bank that they had forty million in deposits! The blessing of the Lord is rich and adds no sorrow! (See Proverbs 10:22.) Chuck's book God Out of the Box is full of stories of how God has used him to prophesy over leaders in places of influence as well as make other advances for the kingdom of God.


  While this is exciting, I believe that the establishment of Holy Nations and kingdom banks across the whole earth—all working together to see God's will being done just as it is in heaven—is the next necessary step we must take in biblical economics. I believe this is imperative because we will not be free to see the kingdom of God released in the nations of the earth without first having biblical oikonomia—stewardship of the house— and without such kingdom banks.


  What do I mean by kingdom banking? Literally, the international development of a system of finance by and for the followers of Jesus Christ, committed to seeing God's kingdom come and His will done on earth as it is in heaven. This micro-level thinking is imperative if we are ever going to have the macro-level political and financial clout necessary to heal nations.


  It is sad to think that we have not already done this. The Muslims are far ahead of us in their thinking. They already have banks set up based on Sharia law, and they have a system whereby they do not charge interest. In fact, when I was in England recently, someone gave me a copy of the Monday, April 23, 2007, issue of the Financial Times. This was the headline: "Britain First in West to Issue Islamic Bonds." The article proceeded to say,


  The move is unprecedented. Shari-ah compliant bonds have previously been issued by the governments of Pakistan and Malaysia and also by corporate issuers around the world but never by a Western nation.


  It also states that this is a move to underpin the City of London's financial role in encouraging Muslims there. It is a major step toward the Islamification of the United Kingdom—and its total control of the financial sector.


  One of the most startling parts of the article stated that the total Islamic finance assets worldwide—including private equity and bonds—exceed 124.7 million pounds. That is approximately 249 million dollars!


  My question is, "What is the amount of the Christian financial assets worldwide that we have as a Holy Nation—kingdom of God—financial system?" The answer: Absolutely none. No such system exists, as far as I know. In spite of all of our claiming that the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the righteous (see Proverbs 13:22), we are far behind the kind of global thinking done by those in Islam.


  All this makes me so sad that I feel like weeping. Yet there are globalists who are monetary scientists working totally outside of the box, pooling their funds to engineer financial changes worldwide. Doesn't this remind you of the Scripture passage in Luke 16:8, where the master commended the unjust steward:


  For the sons of this world are more shrewd [smarter in practical matters] in


  their generation than the sons of light.


  Calling All Modern-Day Josephs and Daniels


  The good news is that a new generation of Josephs, whom God has anointed to be monetary scientists, will connect with the Daniels—God's political scientists—and work together to change the earth.15


  If we are ever to take seriously our call to eradicate systemic poverty, then we need to understand that the God who is above all has all knowledge and wisdom and unlimited resources at His disposal. We are never going to be able to actually shift our thinking and the wealth needed to release God's will into the earth without new prayers for a new day. It is time now to delve into God's prayer strategies for our generation and begin to understand the necessity of becoming Reformation Intercessors.


  
    
      


    

  


  


  Chapter Nine


  Legislating in the Heavens: Reformation Intercession


  The air in the room was electric. A group of dedicated leaders had come together in Washington, D.C., to "shift the nation." The Lord had shown us that we were to convene what amounted to a prayer court to intercede for the United States.


  Just that day, Mike and I had taken a side trip to tour the Supreme Court building. As we walked up to the facility, we noted a little sign that read:


  The court is in session. Please enter by the side door.


  The fact that the court was in session that day was significant because we were about to pray some radical prayers that evening, which we believed would begin to turn the tide against unrighteousness in our nation. The date was June 22, 2006.


  It is interesting how the Holy Spirit is in control of our lives, ordering our footsteps, even when we are not aware He is doing so. I often wonder, if one could peel back the veil between the visible and invisible worlds, if we would see the Lord's angels orchestrating our movements. Personally, I believe we would. That thought is very, very comforting to me.


  While taking a preliminary tour of that particular building the day before, I had stopped in the gift shop and picked up a gavel and block engraved with the words, The Supreme Court of America. At the time I thought, What a great souvenir! But the next day I knew that it was more than a souvenir. God wanted us to use it as a symbol of His judicial authority over the nations. We were to convene the court of heaven and legislate His will in the earth—and I would call that court to order using this gavel.


  That night, as the meetings began, I felt we were to appeal to God as the great Judge of the universe concerning the unrighteous laws of our nation. I took the gavel and pounded it on the block, grabbing the attention of everyone in the room. Then I announced the vision that God had shown me: The Captain of the Lord of Hosts was waiting to come into the city with angels riding on chariots of fire. They were encircling the area and making way for His righteousness. (By the way, there was a war in the natural as well—the air-conditioner was broken, and our skin glistened as we went into prayer and worship.)


  During the time of worship, I stepped to the platform and began to prophesy: "I am going to wash Washington, says the Lord!" This "shifting of the nation" and our prayer assignments were set in motion through the prophetic words released that first night of the conference. The speakers were Dutch Sheets and Chuck Pierce. Dutch stood and shared that a prophet, Sam Brassfield, not knowing that Dutch was on a flight to Washington, D.C., had called his home to find him. He later connected with Dutch and gave him the word: "God says, 'I am going to wash Washington.'" Dutch went on to explain that he thought it was just a funny saying, until I got up and stated the same thing! Chuck Pierce, as he often does, tag-teamed as we flowed together in the Spirit and prophesied that the city was going to flood.


  We asked Thomas, a youth leader who works with Lou Engle and The Call movement, to pray and ask God to send His chariots of fire into the city to do war over unrighteous laws, such as those legalizing abortion. Thomas was himself almost a statistic on the list of aborted babies and prayed with great authority.


  That night after the meeting, the skies oyer the Capitol looked like the bombing of Baghdad. Lightning and thunder rocked the skies, and rain began to fall. Over the weekend the rain increased, and the skies reflected what was going on in the spiritual, invisible realm, with angelic hosts fighting the powers of darkness over the city. There was a war going on in the heavenlies!


  The news services on Monday, June 26, 2006, reported in the natural what the prophets had prophesied at our Shift the Nation conference. There was so much rain, one part of the city was flooded and a five-foot deep mudslide buried the Capital Beltway for one mile. This, we felt, was a sign that corruption was going to be exposed in D.C., and an Isaiah 35 "highway of holiness" movement would take place in the political system.


  That is not all. Constitution Avenue flooded, as did the Justice Department and the Internal Revenue Department. Fish were found flopping in the streets from the deluge!


  Part of our intercession was about the original design of the city by a Freemason named Pierre Charles L'Enfant. The metro-rail subway system at the L'Enfant stop was closed due to water on the electrical lines.


  One final and significant sign happened in the days following our prayers. During these prayer times, I kept declaring that I saw the hand of God rocking a large tree back and forth and that it would be pulled up by its roots. A large elm tree—one of a pair that was located on the lawn of the White House—was uprooted during the storm and had to be replaced. (These two trees flank the White House in the picture on back of the twenty-dollar bill.) We saw this as another indication that hidden corruption would be exposed.


  His Kingdom Come


  I am aware that the title of this chapter may sound strange to some readers. Allow me to explain legislating in the heavens.


  God is the supreme ruler over the universe. He is the Lawgiver and wants His laws to be obeyed. Since that is so, we must ask ourselves some important questions like, "Why isn't His will being done on the earth?" and "What is my part in seeing His will—His kingdom laws—put into place in the earth (or in my family, city, or nation)?"


  In a way, we can say we are called to see that God's law becomes the law in the land. I want to add here that this is not done through physical coercion, but as we pray, the hearts of the people turn to the Lord and they desire to put biblical laws in place. Our legislation begins in the heavens with prayer and is manifested in the earth through the changed hearts of people in authority. A portion of our God-given position as His sons and daughters is to be enforcers of His will. In Possessing the Gates of the Enemy, I described it this way:


  We are the enforcers of His will in the earth today as we use His name and pray His will through His Word. Human beings can now fulfill their God-ordained position given in the garden to subdue the earth and have dominion over it in the name of the risen Champion, Jesus Christ, while we at the same time discern and pray for His will. Through our taking dominion over the works of Satan in the earth and praying in the name of our King, we establish His will on earth as it is in heaven. We, in the act of intercession, are His ambassadors plenipotentiary, fully empowered with full authority to pray on behalf of the mighty, awesome God of this universe.1


  Our role in seeing God's will done on earth began in the garden. Going back to the premise that we are to "steward the house"—the earth—we need to understand our roles as intercessors in that Genesis mandate to "be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; [and] have dominion" (Genesis 1:28). Our stewardship not only includes things in the seen realm but also things in the unseen realm. In other words, we must take authority over the unseen (spiritual) realm that affects the seen (natural) realm. We have a saying here in the U.S.: "There is more to this than meets the eye," or there is more happening than we can see.


  An important spiritual axiom in this regard is:


  Stewardship of God's creation requires strategic, targeted intercession in order to see God's will done on earth as it is in heaven.


  This intercession must break down the demonic powers behind the ideological structures that influence people's thinking in areas such as humanism, poverty, and abortion.


  There were things set in motion in the fall of Adam and Eve that need to be reversed through prayer. In order to steward all of creation, we must not only deal with what we see in the natural realm but also address the supernatural structures—called strongholds— that must be broken in the heavenlies in order to see God's will done on the earth. Ephesians 6:12 amp makes this clear:


  For we are not wrestling with flesh and blood [contending only with physical opponents], but against the despotisms, against the powers, against [the master spirits who are] the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spirit forces of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) sphere.


  I call this kind of intercessory prayer legislating in the heavens.


  Let me explain: When the Congress of the United States meets—or Parliament in the United Kingdom, Australia, etc.—they legislate, or make laws. In legislating in the heavens, we decree through intercessory prayer that God's laws will be the laws of our nations. We also declare His will be manifested in every area of life and society.


  Daniel 7:26-27 gives us a picture of this court of heaven:


  But the court shall be seated,


  And they shall take away his dominion,


  To consume and destroy it forever.


  Then the kingdom and dominion,


  And the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven,


  Shall be given to the people, the saints of the Most High.


  His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,


  And all dominions shall serve and obey Him.


  As intercessors of the Lamb, we serve as "assistant advocates" of the kingdom, charged with defending the King's people and prosecuting the King's enemies in the spirit realm (the adversary and his rebellious followers). Each time we come before the "bench" of the Judge of All, our Chief Advocate comes alongside and takes us by the arm to formally present us before the Judge and enumerate the legal credentials that He has delegated to us. We "practice before the bar" as lawyers sent from His high office—the Chief Intercessor and Chief Advocate of the redeemed.2


  Our training as intercessors must include the presenting of a legal, biblical case before the throne of God. As we do this, the Holy Spirit begins to intervene in the affairs of men, laws, and nations to bring about the changes needed to establish His righteousness. In addition, the blessings of God will begin to pour out from heaven upon the nations of the earth because of that righteousness.


  This is why this kind of Reformation Intercession is so important. If we are to be reformers, we must reform the structures of the heavens as well as the earth because both are part of God's creation! There are dominions, or heavenly places, that hold whole sectors of society under their wicked sway and must be defeated through intercessory prayer.


  A synonym for dominion is kingdom. Another way to think about our call as intercessors would be to paraphrase Matthew 6:10 this way:


  Let your dominion come on earth, as it is in heaven.


  Some nations are known as dominions, such as the Dominion of Canada. One of the


  Scriptures the founders chose as a cornerstone for our nation is Psalm 72:8:


  He shall have dominion also from sea to sea,


  And from the River to the ends of the earth.


  I am aware that the term dominion has been given a bad name by those who have theologically abused it. However, I feel strongly that we cannot let this good biblical term be preempted because of wrong usage.


  The Bible give us sound doctrinal reason to take dominion over the powers of darkness and establish God's will—or dominion. We do this by prevailing against the powers of darkness and by reminding God of His laws and promises in Scripture. It is not that He has forgotton them, but He wants to see our faith in action as His legal representatives on the earth. He has given us authority here on earth and will not usurp that authority. But if we come to Him and ask that His promises be fulfilled and His laws enforced, then He will do just as He has written. There are several other passages that point to this doctrine of Reformation Intercession, such as Colossians 1:16:


  For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers.


  All things were created through Him and for Him.


  Since God created His order in heaven and earth, both in the visible and invisible realms, it stands to reason that when Satan began to set up His demonic, invisible structures he would counterfeit God's plan. Ephesians 1:20-23 gives us another biblical snapshot of heaven's authority over Satan's counterfeit systems:


  Which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.


  And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.


  Simply put, we must establish God's kingdom according to His divine rule in each sector of society by dethroning the powers of darkness that hold the nations in their grip.


  Daniel described the invisible realm he saw in a vision when he exclaimed:


  I watched till thrones were put in place, And the Ancient of Days was seated.3


  Daniel 7:9


  There cannot be two ruling authorities over one geographical region. There will either be ruling powers of God or ruling powers of Satan. There is an ongoing battle for authority over a region that won't be finally settled until we intercede or Jesus returns and casts Satan and his minions into the lake of fire. We need to pray that God's kingdom authority will be established over our nations. Of course, regions will not be free once and for all from Satan's attacks until Jesus returns. Each generation needs to watch and pray over their own generation.


  You might be thinking, "That sounds like a huge endeavor! How can I, one person, do such a thing? Isn't that scary or dangerous?" No, it isn't, but it does require courage and the knowledge of how to proceed in a biblical, non-presumptive manner.


  Every Pray-er Matters


  This is my reply to those people who are feeling overwhelmed at this and wonder where they fit into the scheme of things: You are important and strategic in some sector of society and culture. Each person who prays—each "pray-er"—is critically important to this task. There is a sphere of authority that you have that no one can touch like you can. You simply need to determine what that is and do the part that pertains to you. God will raise up thousands of others who will do their part, and the overall job will be done. This reminds me of the old adage: "How do you eat an elephant?" Answer: "One bite at a time."


  You might also ask, "Well, why does it have to be me? Why doesn't God just take care of it? After all, isn't that His role and not mine, to take authority over wickedness?"


  Again, going back to our role as enforcers, the answer is that the Lord has given into our hands the job of legislating His will in the earth. He has given us the authority and weapons to do this through what we call binding and loosing:


  Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.


  Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven.


  Matthew 18:18-19


  Binding (or deo in the Greek, "to tie") and loosing (or luo) were used in legal terminology at the time of Christ. When the courts of His day would decide a case, they would either say, "We bind (or forbid)... "or "We loose (or permit as legal) this in Israel." They would decide what was lawful or illegal, forbidden or allowed, in their nation using this same terminology.4


  Note that Jesus did not say, "Ask me to bind or loose." He said, "Whatever you bind or loose ["in my name" is a given here] on earth will be done." He said we are to do it in His name. Therefore, it stands to reason that if we do not take our place of authority in intercessory prayer, then wicked laws have every legal right to be put into place.


  We need to pray and do. By this I mean we need to bind the powers of darkness that are blinding the eyes of those who make laws in our nations as well as become voices who speak out against sin in every sector of society.


  Literally, Jesus told us that whatever we loose in prayer—or permit—will be legal in our nation, and whatever we bind—or declare illegal—in intercession will be illegal. This is the basis upon which we can "convene the court of heaven" through our intercessory prayers and legislate in the heavens certain laws of our nations. Dutch Sheets sums it up nicely in his book Intercessory Prayer.


  Although Jesus fully accomplished the task of breaking the authority of Satan and voiding his legal hold upon the human race, someone on earth must represent Him in that victory and enforce it.3


  Getting God's Prayer Strategy


  How do we know what to bind and loose? God reveals His will in His Word. By studying the Bible, we know what does not line up with His will, and then we develop a prayer strategy to "legislate" His will, or bring our world into alignment with His Word.


  When a general goes to war, he prepares a plan. In order to develop this plan he needs to know the topography of the land, where the battle will take place, the weapons the enemy has in their arsenal, and even the way the opposing general thinks. He does this through what is called gathering intelligence.


  It is no different when we go to fight a spiritual battle against all the strategies that Satan has put in place against our nations. We must gather spiritual intelligence and a plan on how we will pray. My friend George Otis Jr., who created the excellent Transformation series, has coined the phrase for this type of plan development. He calls it spiritual mapping. Spiritual mapping gives us an X-ray of what is happening in the invisible realm so we know how to pray effectively.6


  We must study the strongholds or illegal places of our nations and put together an intercessory plan to legislate God's will into every sector of society. For too long we have been ignorant of Satan's devices. (See 2 Corinthians 2:11.)


  How does one develop a spiritual map or prayer strategy for a specific sector of society? Here are some good questions to start with:


  1. Who were the founders of your city?


  2. What did they believe?


  3. Were their beliefs biblically based?


  4. How did their actions affect the society in which you live?


  5. If the founders founded your city on righteous truth, when did this change and who changed it?


  6. How has this affected the thinking of your society?


  7. What does your society believe and teach through sectors such as education, media, and other channels of communication?


  8. What strongholds have developed as a result of this wrong thinking, laws, or actions?


  I am going to illustrate three areas as examples for prayer that need serious legislating in the heavens. They were chosen because of their particular influence on nations and their cultures. Each is a mind-molder in some way and key to renewing the hearts and worldviews of our nations.


  Education


  Let's put the above in the context of teaching nations, or education. This is how I would do this for the American education system, starting with answering the eight questions presented above:


  1. The founders were godly believers who taught from righteous educational textbooks such as The New England Primer.


  2. Their beliefs were that we should teach our children based on Scripture.


  3. Their beliefs were biblically based.


  4. As long as the original methods of education were in place, the nation and its children prospered.


  5. Education took a turn away from God beginning in a visible way in 1933, with the humanist Manifesto and the change in teaching philosophy present through the “Father of Modern American Education,” John Dewey.


  6. Every sector of society has been influenced through humanist doctrine.


  7. The educators in general have been educated through situation ethics, the nonethical approach that has led to a moral breakdown in our society.


  8. Strongholds of humanism (remember, the humanist believes that the universe is self-existing and not created) have now permeated film, television, art, science, architecture, and all teaching of the liberal arts in universities.


  How does one, on a practical level, begin to "demolish" the stronghold of humanism in our educational system?


  1. Be informed. Know what is being taught to students on every level in the schools in your area.


  2. Obtain a roster of teachers, look at the curriculum being taught, and find out what the teaching philosophy of the school system is.


  3. Go to the library and see what reading material is provided for students.


  4. Find an interested group of Christian students and encourage them to form a prayer group on campus. Get as close as you can yourself to the campus and pray. Intercede for God to bring others across your path to join you in prayer.


  5. Like Daniel, repent for the sins of the school that your children attend or that your tax money funds. (See Daniel 9:8-15.)


  6. Ask God if you should fast. I suggest doing so.8


  7. Make a list of the points on the Humanist Manifestos I, II, and III, and ask God to reverse these strategies that have been put in place in your schools. A few of these would be:


  • The teaching of evolution


  • The belief that God is not a prayer-hearing God


  • The endorsement of sexual promiscuity


  8. Last, but certainly not least, fast and pray for God to send a mighty revival among the students.


  This is only a partial list. Be led of the Lord in your praying, and He will fill in the other specifics that pertain more directly to your area.


  Architecture


  While teaching in a church in Phoenix, Arizona, I shared about the Humanist Manifesto and the devastating spiritual results it has had in our school systems. During that time I also had a revelation that the Lord would use the graduates of the various colleges, such as the school of music, architecture, etc., to go back on their campuses to pray and intercede for God to bring revival to those schools. Then, through their legislating the will of God in these schools, God would free the minds of the students to be open to learn biblical truth, even to hunger and search for it.


  Having lived in Arizona as a child, I remembered that the famous architect Frank Lloyd Wright had lived in that area. In studying about his life, I found out that he believed in free love and that he felt he was "above normal social conventions." He had affairs while he was married and would travel between Wisconsin and Scottsdale, Arizona, each year with a group of thirty or more students.


  There is a saying, "From the roots, grow the shoots." What is planted through a life affects the particular sphere that one influences. Wright's unholy roots affected the schools of architecture he founded. The "unholy" part needs to be repented of, so the good teaching of how to develop beautiful plans for buildings can be released.


  In the Bible, Nimrod was a city builder who did so unrighteously. Israel needed to repent of his unrighteousness to get back into favor with God. We need to repent of past sins and pray that God will release righteousness into the teaching of architecture today.


  The Entertainment Industry


  There can be no doubt that this industry can be a major mind-molder for either good or evil. Media is, without a doubt, one of the most important influences of culture around the world. Much prayer has gone on in Hollywood from groups such as the Hollywood Transformation Group. I have personally been involved in prayer gatherings at major Hollywood studios.


  There has been a systematic plan by the homosexual community to infiltrate Hollywood. Here are some of the points of The Homosexual Manifesto9:


  We shall write poems of the love between men; we shall stage plays in which man openly caresses man; we shall make films about the love between heroic men which will replace the cheap, superficial, sentimental, insipid, juvenile, heterosexual infatuations presently dominating your cinema screens.


  In addition, it also states that all laws banning homosexual activity will be revoked. Their writers and artists have determined to make love between men fashionable, and could very well succeed because they are adept at setting styles. It also states that the family unit will be eliminated.


  If you look at Hollywood and theater today, you will notice that almost all movies and plays will display at least one homosexual in some kind of positive light, often as the witty friend of straight friends. This has caused desensitization to homosexuality— exactly as planned.


  While we never want violent acts to be performed against any member of society, we must be willing to stand up and say that the ideas presented in The Homosexual Manifesto are sinful and perverted. (See, for example, what Romans 1:24-27 has to say about homosexuality.)


  It is sobering to say that there are nations today where pastors can be jailed if they openly speak out against homosexuality from the pulpit. However, we must be willing to do just that even if it means going to jail.


  We need to intercede for Hollywood and the homosexual community because homosexuality has become intertwined with the arts on every level. The Lord wants to touch those who are stars in the eyes of the world so they will have a righteous influence. Intercession must be made on behalf of those in media and communication because what goes across the airways touches millions of people the world over. It affects what cultures and societies think, wear, act, and feel.


  At one time the church had godly sway over the movie-making industry. There was even a production code that was strengthened and fortified by the Catholic Legion of Decency, which designated "indecent" films Catholics should boycott. Hollywood chose this instead of government censorship. It began as the Hays Code and was adopted in 1930 and abandoned in 1967 in favor of the Motion Pictures Producers and Distributors (MPAA) film rating.


  The three "general principles" of the Hays Code were:


  1. No picture shall be produced that will lower the moral standards of those who see it. Hence the sympathy of the audience should never be thrown to the side of crime, wrongdoing, evil, or sin.


  2. Correct standards of life, subject only to the requirements of drama and entertainment, shall be presented.


  3. Law, natural or human, shall be not ridiculed, nor shall sympathy be created for its violation.


  Here are a few other specifics:


  • Nudity and suggestive dances were prohibited.


  • The ridicule of religion was forbidden, and ministers of religion were not to be represented as comic characters or villains.


  • The depiction of illegal drug use was forbidden, as well as the use of liquor "when not required by the plot or for proper characterization."


  • References to "sexual perversion" (such as homosexuality) and venereal disease were forbidden.


  • "Scenes of passion" were not to be introduced when not essential to the plot.10


  What happened to this system? First of all, the Christians no longer paid attention to the Legion of Decency and failed to boycott the movies that were rated "indecent." Filmmakers started going around them and found that they could still make money. The church lost its voice.


  There cannot be a more critical area for intercessors to focus on in prayer than Hollywood and the media. We also need to intercede for the Christians who are working diligently to change this area of influence.


  Many nations of the world have their own film industries, and there is a great need to spiritually map their roots and develop prayer strategies to take dominion in the heavenlies over these molders of society. We all want to see the will of God done on earth as it is in heaven, and targeting these areas is one way to see it happen.


  It Is Up to Us


  I believe God is raising up a powerful army of intercessors of all ages who will give their lives to pray for God to change the places where they live into holy habitations of peace, righteousness, and joy. Will you be one of them?


  
    
      


    

  


  


  Chapter Ten


  Costly Grace


  The conflict in Dietrich Bonhoeffer's heart must have been wrenching as he boarded the plane back to Germany from the United States in July of 1939. All his life he had prepared himself as a theologian, spent his days studying the Scriptures, and loved God with all his heart.


  It had only been one month prior that Dietrich had left his German homeland for America, planning not to return until after the war. What was he doing going back so soon? The Nazis had overtaken his nation and were destroying it with their false ideologies. I can only imagine the various conflicting words of counsel that must have passed through his mind and heart that day. He was just thirty-three years old, his whole life ahead of him.


  A defining conviction thrust Dietrich toward his destiny as a voice for the salvation of his nation. He wrote to friend and fellow pastor Reinhold Niebuhr before leaving America,


  Dietrich came from a long line of those who stood against the status quo for the sake of the kingdom of God. I believe God gives generational blessing and strength that produce a strong legacy for the Lord's purposes at moments of crisis. This was the case with Dietrich Bonhoeffer.


  He had already taken to the radio airwaves, in 1933, to warn against the dangers of serving an immoral leader. He left the Lutheran Church and helped form the Confessing Church in response to the mainline churches' support of the Nazis. This church protested what they called the "Nazified Pulpit, Nazified Christian Life, and Nazified Clergy." A friend of Bonhoeffer, Eberhard Bethge, stated it this way:


  We did not interpret our decision as a choice between Christ and Hitler, between the cross and the swastika, and certainly not a decision between democracy and a totalitarian regime. Rather, we understood the issue as one between a biblical Christ and a Teutonic-heroic Christ, between the cross of the gospels and one formed by the swastika.2


  Turning the Tide of Evil


  A close group of friends and family stood with Dietrich against a seemingly impossible tide of evil coming against their nation. Deception as to the true intent of Hitler's policies and programs was rampant, and at that time the world both inside and outside of Germany felt that Hitler could not be stopped.


  Being a Bible teacher, part of Bonhoeffer's resistance was to give instruction through God's Word—the truth that sets men and women free. He trained ministers at Finkenwalde. The Nazis declared the seminary illegal in 1937. No wonder Dietrich fled to America to use his gift. However, his catalytic decision to return home formulated from something deep in his heart—he wanted his nation to be free from tyranny.3


  Less than a year before fleeing to America, he went to see the destruction of German synagogues and Jewish homes and businesses after Kristallnacht ("Night of Broken Glass"), November 9-10, 1938. It was a night of riots throughout Germany and in parts of Austria, attacking Jews, smashing their shop windows, and burning their holy places. Bonhoeffer went where the violence had been heaviest in Berlin in spite of being forbidden to go there by the Nazis. After this he worked tirelessly to smuggle Jews out of the country.


  After his return from the U.S., Dietrich miraculously got a job as an agent in military intelligence. Through this he was able to travel and try to gain support for the cause to overthrow Hitler's regime. He was part of a botched plot to assassinate Hitler along with a number of other top Nazi officials.


  Dietrich was arrested along with his sister Christel and her husband, Hans von Dohnanyi, on April 5, 1943, at the house of his parents. Eventually his brother Klaus and another sister's husband, Rudiger Schleicher, were arrested as well. At the time of his arrest, Dietrich was engaged to be married, so this must have been especially hard on his fiancee. As it turned out, they would never marry.


  What Satan meant for evil, God turned for good, as Dietrich wrote some ten thousand pages while in prison. His letters were smuggled out through friends and guards. While I do not ascribe to all of his theological points, he's a powerful example of a reformer. While in prison he constantly cheered up fellow prisoners and ministered grace to all he came in contact with—even his jailers. He spent his last days on earth ministering comfort and communion to others.


  In the end, Dietrich Bonhoeffer was sentenced to be hung. He was thirty-nine years old. Not only was he executed, but his brother Klaus and his sisters' husbands were as well—a huge blow to the whole family.


  April 9, 1945, is a day that will be remembered as a clarion call to resist unrighteousness. That was the day Dietrich spoke to the witnesses of his execution, "This is the end for me, the beginning of life." The Allies liberated Flossenburg, the concentration camp that was his final place of imprisonment, only a few days after his death.


  Costly Grace


  It has been said that the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church. Bonhoeffer called what he believed in costly grace. In his own words: "Cheap grace is the deadly enemy of our Church. We are fighting today for costly grace."4


  Let me be quick to say that I am not advocating salvation by anything but grace alone. However, since our grace cost Christ everything, we need to be willing to give Him everything for righteousness' sake. Following Christ is costly in terms of reputation, money, time, and how we live our lives. God looked down on the sin of the world and it grieved Him. So it should grieve us to see our society and nation bound with laws and actions that are sinful.


  The Visible Church


  The role in which Bonhoeffer saw himself stemmed from his belief in the visible church as opposed to the church that has nothing to do with what is happening concerning the government and its actions. Historically in the United States, pastors have been very involved in the politics of our nation, even to the point of preaching "Election Day" sermons. Those who ran for office would come to church to hear what God and the Bible said about the current issues of the day. It was the role of the pastors to keep the nation on a biblical course.


  During the American Revolution, pastors even stepped out from behind their pulpits to form what was known as the "Black Regiment." They were called this because of the black pastoral robes they wore at that time. Pastors actually led their congregations into battle against what they felt was the unrighteousness of the crown of England. One such pastor was Peter Muhlenberg.


  Muhlenberg struggled with whether a pastor should be involved in politics. He then considered what the Bible says about there being a time for peace and a time for war. (See Ecclesiastes 3:1-11.) After preaching a fiery message on that theme, he cried out, "It's time to fight for those freedoms that we hold so dear. It is time for war!"


  I am sure there were gasps from the church members as he proceeded to take off his robe and stand before his congregation in the full uniform of an officer of the Continental militia. He marched to the back of the church, declaring to all, "If you do not choose to be involved, if you do not fight to protect your liberties, there will soon be no liberties to protect!"5


  Just outside the church army drummers waited. At Pastor Muhlenberg's command, they began to beat out the call for recruits. God's conviction fell on the men of the congregation. One by one they rose from their pews and took their stand with the drummers. Some three hundred men from the church joined their pastor that day to fight for liberty.


  Today I believe God is raising up an army among the body of Christ that will stand up to the opposition against biblical truth in their nations. We need pastors and leaders who will "take off their clerical robes"—both in and out of the pulpit—and be a voice for righteousness in the land.


  The Rebellion of Disbelief


  Down through the ages there have been theologians who, rather than help to heal their nations, have hindered them through the tearing down of the validity of God's Word as the standard of truth. One such man was Julius Wellhausen. Before he came on the scene, there was little doubt in the minds of the general public that Scripture was the inerrant, absolute truth of God.


  Wellhausen started a whole new line of thinking called higher criticism. In 1883 he published a book that taught that the first five books of the Old Testament were a combination of the work of many authors rather than Moses under divine inspiration. Up until that time the general thinking among believers—even nations—was that they could trust the Bible for answers on how to live their lives. This teaching cracked the bedrock of belief that God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe and as such deserves to be obeyed. To many the Bible became just another book. No longer considered divine revelation and God's law, it was a book of good ideas and historical moral writings.


  In the sixteenth century, Luther's rallying cry, "The just shall live by faith," was a high point of Christianity in Germany, but Satan counterattacked with a triple-whammy: Wellhausen's higher criticism, Darwin's evolutionary theory, and Marxism. These struck a deep societal blow to the modern world. If the Bible could not be trusted as God's Word, as Wellhausen proposed, then maybe Darwin was right. If Darwin was right, then maybe there wasn't a God after all, and Marx was right that religion (i.e., Christianity) was merely "the opiate of the people."


  Most of the universities, at least in America, that were founded to glorify God, such as Harvard, Princeton, and Yale are now bastions of religious liberalism and secular humanism. I have visited campuses where the bells of the chapels that used to peal out an early morning call to prayer are now used for Buddhist meditation. The Old University of Chicago was founded as a place to train ministers and evangelists. Today the University of Chicago School of Divinity teaches world religions, and Christianity as just one among many of equal value.


  The Great Divide


  In America in the twentieth century, a great rift developed between liberalism and biblical truth. The liberals (who called themselves "modernists") went with Wellhausen, Darwin, and Marx, cobbling together a religious worldview that eventually denied the fundamentals of historic Christian faith. They wanted the ethics and social justice of Jesus, but they didn't want the doctrine of Christianity.


  Meanwhile, evangelical conservatives (whom the liberals call "fundamentalists") held fast to the reformation cry, "The just shall live by faith," and took stand after stand for righteousness. However, liberals continued to insist on justice based on social convictions rather than righteousness. While most evangelicals still keep the light of Jesus Christ bright in the area of preaching salvation, many no longer see it as their Christian duty to extend that saving grace beyond the four walls of their church. For the most part they opted out of the civil rights movement, remained silent about domestic abuse, and rushed to the suburbs.


  This void has been filled by feminists founding battered women's clinics and homosexuals helping the poor. The "good deeds" of our cities are often done by groups that socially and politically stand against what the Word of God says.


  Let the Children Come


  Perhaps one of the reasons the social service systems of the world are going bankrupt is that the church has given up her role in caring for the poor and needy. Here in the United States, we have a foster-care program for children from troubled families. At eighteen years of age, these kids are thrust out of the program and into the world. Often they live in as many as five or six homes over time, and many are abused in some manner. It is time the church get involved in these kinds of programs.


  Another area in which the church could help is adoption. On July 7, 2007, a Youth Prayer Day was held here in the United States called The Call Nashville. One of the speakers challenged people to be willing to adopt children who were born to mothers who are involved in drug abuse.


  In response, a Caucasian couple came forward, carrying a beautiful African American/Caucasian four-year-old in their arms. They told the story of how they had had a baby who was stillborn at full term. They worked for a pro-life clinic at the time, and a young mother who decided against aborting her child gave her baby to them to raise.


  Having so recently lost her own baby, the adoptive mother still had milk and was able to nurse the baby as her own.


  I believe this is a prophetic picture for our generation. God is giving us, His church, the chance to rescue some of the next generation waiting to be born through our willingness to open our homes and adopt children. With all my heart I know that God is going to require members of churches who think that they are beyond the point of raising a child to be willing to adopt children others planned to abort. We need to prove not only through our words but through our deeds that we are serious about marrying righteousness with justice in our land.


  This kind of action is costly, but Jesus paid a costly price so that we could obtain grace. We need to seriously think about the message given to us through Christ's example: "Let the little children come to Me" (Matthew 19:14). We can actively make a difference in our culture. The Message says it like this:


  So here's what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to- work, and walking-around life— and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don't become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You'll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.


  Romans 12:1-2


  Here are some things you can do to make a difference:


  1. Ask God whom you can personally help.


  2. Don't be silent when things are wrong and you see God's laws broken in your culture.


  3. The world will try to conform you to its pattern—don't let it!


  4. Study God's Word diligently and regularly.


  It is critical that we return to teaching the Word of God in every area of life. We are so influenced by our culture that some Christians don't see anything wrong with exchanging sexual partners. On the university campuses they call it "hooking up," and many times don't even know each other's names. There desperately needs to be teaching to break down the situation ethics that have permeated every part of our lives.


  Rather than a social gospel without laws, we need to teach right from wrong and be willing to call sin—sin. Holiness needs to be the theme of the day so the fear of the Lord and the wisdom that comes with it will once again fall on our nations.


  There are glimmers of hope all across our university campuses. One of the most exciting of these is the 24/7 movements springing up around the world where young people pray for the sick and release the miraculous on campus after campus. As of this writing, I know of at least sixty college and university campuses in America with 24/7 prayer taking place.


  Supernatural Breakthrough


  The supernatural breaks down all the natural arguments against God's existence. When you have a terminal illness and God completely heals you, you know that He is real. The power of God breaks down the stronghold of humanism every time. God's power trumps Satan's grip on culture like nothing else will do.


  Jaeson Ma writes in his book The Blueprint of an encounter on the campus of the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) where a fraternity brother miraculously started walking without his crutches in front of a crowd of onlookers after a group of students prayed for him. Many were weeping at the sight. The healing presence of God was so strong, the people were in awe of God's power that manifested right on the school grounds.6


  It is important to note here that part of discipling nations includes releasing the supernatural power of God. Remember that the commission that Jesus gave us before He ascended into heaven cannot be found solely in Matthew 28:19-20. The second half of our discipling mission comes through the empowerment given through the Holy Spirit's visitation at Pentecost. Look at how Mark completes the Great Commission in His gospel:


  And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover."


  Mark 16:15-18


  Signs and wonders bypass the humanist intellect and reveal God in a way nothing else will. When we pray for homosexuals dying with AIDS and they are healed, they will know that the God of the Bible is the real God. Even ardent atheists, when eaten up by cancer, are open to the idea of a loving Savior who can heal their bodies.


  If we will only allow Him to lead us in prayer and pray as He instructs, miracles in businesses and schools across the nations will result in book of Acts-type evangelism. If we have nets readied for the harvest through our local congregations, this will result in an enormous multiplication of the kingdom.


  My good friend Ed Silvoso points out that the church was added to and multiplied after Pentecost. This resulted in a whole city being filled with the message of Jesus Christ. (See Acts 4:16.) God literally gave us the power to disciple nations through supernatural means. Miracles provide us with a reformational witness of the truth that only Jesus is "the way, the truth, and the life" (John 14:6). We need to be much more proactive in taking miracles to the streets to change our cities for righteousness' sake.


  As I mentioned before, in 1967 America experienced the "summer of love." People came to San Francisco from all over the world for free sex and drugs. A culture built on drugs was loosed by that generation. Psychedelic music was written under the influence of psychedelic drugs.


  Around the same time in California, there was something called the Jesus Movement, when many were swept into the kingdom of God. Thousands were saved during that time. Young people were baptized in the ocean, and people like me were called "Jesus People" or "Jesus Freaks." Our motto was "Jesus is THE WAY." We loved God radically and passionately. However, somehow that move of God never really permeated society.


  Today we are in the beginning stages of another Jesus movement with evangelism and miracles breaking out on college campuses. It is critical that we mix this fresh move of God with the reformation message and raise up a new generation of voices for righteousness. We desperately need a countercultural movement and holy revolution to break with postmodernism.


  I want you to know that while writing this book, as I have typed out line after line, there has been a prayer in my heart:


  Lord, use this book to raise up a new generation of reformers who are countercultural. Father God, we need a holy revolutionary people who will be salt and light in their communities and nations! O God, start a movement of holiness, using this book!


  I pray that message comes through these pages, not just from what I have written but from the working of the Holy Spirit, stirring your heart to be a change agent for the kingdom of God.


  A New Reformation


  Our times require a new reformation—not like the old one that called for the reform of the Church only (although there are aspects of the church that still need to become "new wine"), but with societal reformation added to the mix.


  Charles Finney, the great lawyer turned revivalist who died in 1875, understood that all aspects of society had to be changed in order for revival to take place. In his book Freemasonry he tells about the falseness of this secret order. It is said that he would even have Masons come to the altar and repent of their involvement in the group. This resulted in many of their lodges being closed down.


  A former Mason himself, Finney writes of the oath they take in which they swear to what should happen to them if they ever tell an outsider the secrets of Masonry:


  Binding myself under no less penalty than to have my throat cut across, my tongue torn out by its roots, and my body buried in the rough sands of the sea at low-water mark, where the tide ebbs and flows twice in twenty-four hours.7


  Finney saw this as no less than idolatrous and felt it was impossible to be both a Mason and a Christian at the same time.


  This great revivalist was not afraid to speak out against evil in the society of his day in spite of possible recriminations. Finney wrote in his book that William Morgan, who was trying to expose Freemasonry, was drowned for revealing what was happening in secret.


  Francis A. Schaeffer says in his book A Christian Manifesto that our culture, society, government, and law are in the condition they are in because the church has forsaken its duty to be the salt of the culture.8


  As president of Oberlin College, Finney also took a strong stand against slavery. Oberlin was a stop on the Underground Railroad and a strong warrior in the fight against slavery in our society. In fact, while still a pastor in New York, Finney refused to allow slave owners to take Communion because he saw owning slaves as living in sin. Both he and the founder of Wheaton College in Massachusetts, Judge Laban Wheaton, believed in civil disobedience, when necessary, to change a nation.


  Civil Disobedience—The Call to Moral Activism


  What did they mean by civil disobedience? It meant that when the laws of the nation oppose the laws of God, we ought to obey God and not man. The Message puts it like this in Acts 5:29: "It's necessary to obey God rather than men." I like that wording: "It's necessary." It implies that we have to, we must, we cannot live without or do anything less in our lives than obey God in every part of how we think and act in society.


  What does this mean on a personal level? It means on moral issues, such as abortion, euthanasia, and sexual promiscuity in our society and in the entertainment industry, we need to speak out with a loud voice. We need to vote our convictions in national, state, and local elections, speak out for justice and righteousness, and be proactive in every way we can. The bottom line is this:


  It is time for moral activism. We ought to obey God and not man. It is necessary as Christians to do so.


  There are times in the course of our lives when we see an evil and must not only speak out against it but take some moral action to publicly display our displeasure against it. This is the case for civil disobedience. When we can right a wrong, we need not look for another person to do something—we need to do something.


  The March on Washington


  Civil disobedience has shaped the history of the United States. A young Quaker named Alice Paul led one of the first marches on Washington. She was arrested three times, jailed, and went on hunger strikes—all to fight for a constitutional amendment allowing women to vote.


  The suffragists marched on Washington to make their point on Inauguration Day, March 3, 1913. The march was remarkably well organized with the colors of the rainbow assigned to women from differing walks of life. For instance, women artists wore shades of red. Wage earners marched together, as did farmers and homemakers. The march was also desegregated, which was unheard of in that day and time. A whole group of African American women from Howard University in Washington, D.C., marched together as a group, and others were dispersed among the crowd.


  Finally, on June 4, 1919, Congress passed the amendment to grant women the right to vote. It was ratified in 1920, and that year women voted in a presidential election for the first time.


  Rosa Parks refused to go to the back of a bus in Montgomery, Alabama, and went to jail for it. That led to other marches on Washington, D.C., to fight against racism and segregation. The movement was called a "moral revolution for jobs and freedom." Probably the most famous speech from these marches took place on August 28, 1963, and was made by the fiery preacher Martin Luther King Jr. In it he said:


  I say to you today, my friends, so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.


  I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: "We hold these truths to be self-evident that all men are created equal." ...


  When we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God's children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, "Free at last! free at last! thank God Almighty, we are free at last!"9


  Do you have a God-given dream? You can make a change to see God's righteousness and justice released into His world. The call to become a reformer is about living your life each and every day in a way that God's will is done "on earth as it is in heaven."


  The great challenge to a humanist-based, liberal society is for Bible-believing citizens to screen their every thought and action through the Word of God and see God's miracles and presence again in our midst. Only when we manifest the true love of God in our own lives, will those around us understand what they are missing without God's righteousness ruling their lives.


  In the United States, Canada, and England, we at least have a memory of what a Christian society should look like, but the memory is fading fast. However, God's light is a bright light. It is stronger and more intense than any darkness. Satan can gather. It is time to release that light into our culture again and chase out the darkness!


  The Clarion Call


  As I am writing the last pages of this book, I must confess that I have been experiencing a swirl of emotions. At times tears have flowed while I have thought of the enormity of the task at hand to see reformation in our nation. During my research for this book, I happened upon a little book edited by Bramwell Booth about the life of his mother, Catherine, who founded the Salvation Army with her husband, William.10A number of mornings I have crawled out of bed in the wee hours and wept through its pages. One passage struck me as I read sketches of her life and quotes from a eulogy written by her husband. These are the words from his lips about his beloved wife, who was struck down by cancer at age sixty-one:


  Lastly, she was a warrior. She liked the fight. She was not one who said to others, "Go," but "Here, let me go," and when there was the necessity, she cried "I will go!" I never knew her to flinch until her poor body compelled her to lay aside.11


  Cowardice, in her opinion, was one of the commonest and most subtle sins of the day, and she had no patience with those who dared not say no and feared to stand alone.


  I have stood at the grave of this "Army Mother" with these and other words from her echoing in my heart. Cowardice? Never! One cannot change a nation from such a stance. She accepted the call of God that not only included the saving of souls but addressing the social ills of her nation. Can we do any less?


  A few years ago some friends and I wrote a document in which we repented of the silence of Americans as the Holocaust decimated the Jews in Nazi Germany. We presented it along with a wreath at the Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C. After the presentation, we toured the halls of remembrance together.


  As we came to the end of the museum, I stood and read a statement written by Martin Niemoeller, who had been a Lutheran pastor like Dietrich Bonhoeffer in Germany prior to World War II:


  First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out—because I was not a Socialist. Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out —because I was not a Trade Unionist. Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—because I was not a Jew. Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me.


  After I finished reading this, I stood transfixed, feeling strongly the Holy Spirit saying, "Don't think this cannot happen in your own nation."


  There is a statement attributed to Edmund Burke: "All that is necessary for evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing." This is a time for all of us to do something to change our nations and see that God's will prevails. If not, there may be a day when we are forced to take a stand.


  Rod Parsley heard a clarion call in the U.S. and founded the Center for Moral Clarity. In the introduction of his book Silent No More, he writes, "I will be silent no more. I must speak, and I must speak now. Our times demand it. Our history compels it. Our future requires it. And God is watching."12


  God is watching, indeed. He understands costly grace and wants us His children to be just like Him. Is there not a just cause? We must answer yes in our generation, not only for ourselves but for our children and those who will come after them. They are counting on us, and we must not fail.
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  What is the PROBLEM?


  We have the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives, and yet societies are deteriorating around us. How could there be roughly two billion Christians on the face of the earth today and the major problems of sin, poverty, and disease still plague the planet?


  Why haven’t we figured out solutions to these problems?


  “The book you have in your hands has the potential for igniting the fuel for some crucial booster rockets which will measurably advance the kingdom of God in our generation.”


  — C. PETER WAGN E R, Presiding Apostle,


  International Coalition of Apostles


  “The paradigms of the body of Christ would not have been sufficiently transformed twenty, ten, or even five years ago to accept and act on the information The Reformation Manifesto contains. However, the church is now ready for books on reforming cultures and nations. And this one is more than a home run, it’s a grand slam!”


  — DUTCH SHEETSs, author of Authority in Prayer, Senior Pastor, Freedom Church, Colorado Springs, Colorado


  “Cindy Jacobs has brought forth the research and revelation to bring reformation to the church. This Reformation Manifesto gives divine directives for the church to fulfill Christ's command for us to pray and work for His kingdom to be demonstrated in every nation and. His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven.”


  — DR. BILL HAMON, Bishop of Christian International Ministries Network (CiMN), author of Day of the Saints


  “Finally, more than a despairing assessment of eroding social and moral conditions! Cindy . found the mind of God in a strategic plan that directs the body of Christ in practical considerations which will return our nation and the nations of the world to hope.”


  — JlM HLNNESY, Pastor, Trinity Ministries, Cedar Hill, Texas
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