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  The pressure is on.


  You have prayed the prayer of faith. You believe you have received the answer. You are confessing the Word. You are standing on God's promise. You are expecting a miracle.


  But instead of getting better—things seem to get worse. Symptoms and circumstances pile up around you. Every time you turn around, some demon is whining in your ear: Why don't you just give up? This faith stuff doesn't work. God doesn't even care about you.


  Soon all you can think about is how tired you are, how fed up you are with waiting for your answer to come. You have had it with this situation and unless something changes, you're about to say the two words that cost more believers their victory than anything else in the world: I quit!


  Sound familiar?


  Sure it does. Everyone who ever walked by faith has gone through times like that. Tough times. Times when you feel like you can't take any more.


  Maybe those times have tripped you up in the past. Maybe the devil has used them to pressure you into letting go of your faith. But I want you to know something today. That never has to happen again because you're about to learn how to release a force so powerful it can carry you through those hard times in triumph.


  It is a force so dynamic the devil cannot stop it. It is a force that comes from the heart and character of God Himself and it will take you from here to victory...every time.


  What is this magnificent force? The force of patience.


  Standard Equipment


  Most Christians have no idea how powerful patience actually is. They think it's just a nice quality. But, the fact is, patience is the overcoming force that keeps us going in situations that otherwise would stop us cold.


  It's patience, for example, that will see you through from the time you pray and release your faith for your healing...to the time when that healing is a manifested reality in your body. It's patience that will take you from the moment you believe and confess by faith that your bills are paid...to the time when the money is finally in your account and you're writing the checks.


  Contrary to popular belief, however, patience isn't simply putting up with a situation. It isn't hanging on by your fingernails until the bitter end. No, biblical patience is much greater than that.


  Patience is the force that keeps you from fainting under pressure. It is the quality that does not surrender to circumstances or succumb under trial. Patience girds up your faith when it's under pressure. It refuses despondency even when conditions are dark, and holds to hope instead.


  Patience suffers long and remains steadfast when distress and trouble come. It endures ill treatment without anger or thought of revenge. Patience keeps your faith from folding up when the going gets tough.


  No matter what, patience just won't quit.


  "That sounds great, Gloria," you may say. "But I don't have that kind of patience!"


  If you've made Jesus the Lord of your life you do! It's a fruit of the Spirit and God equipped you with it the moment you were born again. He placed it into your recreated human spirit right along with the other fruit of the Spirit (see Galatians 5:22-23).


  God didn't just give you any old type of patience, either. He imparted to you His very own patience, and The Amplified Bible says He is extraordinarily patient. God has what it takes to get through hard times. He has the power to persevere until circumstances line up with His Word. And because you're born of His Spirit, you have that power too!


  You may be thinking, Where is all this wonderful patience I'm supposed to have? I certainly haven't seen much evidence of it in my life!


  It's waiting inside you for you to yield to it.


  You see, just as water won't flow from a faucet unless you open the valve and let it through, the reservoir of patience God has put within you won't flow unless you release it by an act of your will.


  As James 1:4 says you must "let patience have her perfect work." In other words, the force of patience won't go to work until you let it!


  Count It All What?


  It's only fair to warn you that's not always as easy as it may sound because patience is developed during tests and trials. You need it most when you want it least.


  Let's look again at what James has to say about it: "My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing" (James 1:2-4).


  Usually, when you're in the midst of a trial, the last thing you feel like doing is counting it all joy. Naturally speaking, you're not in the mood to jump and sing and rejoice over this opportunity to develop patience.


  But the truth is, you should.


  Why? Because if you'll let patience have her perfect work, you'll be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. Think about what that means! It means that if you're battling illness and you let patience have her perfect work, you'll end up in perfect health. If you're in financial trouble, you'll end up with all your needs perfectly met.


  It means you'll end up with whatever the Word of God has promised you!


  Hebrews 10 confirms that. Addressing a group of people who had been through an extremely fiery trial, it says:


  Call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions; Partly, whilst ye were made a gazing-stock both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so used. For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward.


  For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise (verses 32-36).


  Read that last verse again: "Ye have need of patience, that...ye might receive the promise."


  You might as well know right now that if you want to enjoy the health, deliverance and prosperity God has promised you, you'll have to let patience work. You'll have to believe God when it's hard to do. You'll have to keep walking in faith when your flesh just wants to quit.


  That may sound negative, but it's not. It's just the truth. And if you know that truth, you can prepare yourself in advance for those hard times by deciding that when they come, you won't give up. You can train yourself for victory by starting right now to develop the force of patience you'll need to make it through when the going gets tough.


  Growing in the Grocery Store


  You see, you don't have to wait for a major trial to hit before you let patience have her perfect work. You can practice patience in those small but irritating situations you encounter every day.


  I ran into one such situation just the other day in the grocery store. I was in a hurry when I went to check out so I chose the express line. There were only a couple of people in it and they just had a few items to buy so I didn't think it would take long.


  But that clerk was so slow! As my frustration mounted I thought, They ought to put a sign here that says Slow Motion Line!


  What was that? An opportunity to exercise patience.


  Such opportunities are important because when you exercise patience, it grows. If you'll use it in small things, it will be strong enough to handle the bigger things when they come along. Every fruit of the Spirit increases in you as you exercise it.


  Remember that the next time some little aggravation is about to make you lose your temper. Instead of saying, "I've had it," say, "No, in Jesus' Name, I choose to yield to the force of patience God has put within me. I believe I'll just count this slow grocery store line to be a joy and use it as an opportunity to grow!"


  Risky Business


  You may not think that sounds like much fun (and usually it's not) but I can tell you what is fun: walking in victory! It's fun to beat the devil and leave him crying in the dust while you walk away with the prize!


  It's fun to win the race and, as Hebrews 12:1 says, patience helps us to do that. "Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us."


  It's patience that will keep you running strong when you feel like lying down on the side of the road and letting the devil run over you. It's patience that will cause you to open your Bible when you are so discouraged you feel like having a television meltdown all day. It's patience that will keep you speaking words of faith instead of words of doubt and unbelief.


  It's patience that will hold you steady in the basics of faith. And over the years, I've found it's those basics that will get you through even the most complicated situations. Victory comes when you simply persist in doing those things you know to do.


  A few years ago, for example, this ministry fell behind financially—nearly $6 million of television bills behind! It looked to us like the answer to that problem was very complicated. We thought about selling all our ministry property and buildings so we could use the money to pay off the deficit. But then we wouldn't have any place to put our ministry operations.


  Things looked dark. But do you know what got us through that situation? It wasn't some brilliant new revelation from God. It wasn't some flash from heaven bringing us an instant solution.


  What overcame that deficit was the same thing that put food on our table more than 27 years ago when we first began to live by faith: a patient application of the Word of God.


  I had our old reel-to-reel tapes of Brother Hagin's messages transferred to cassettes and listened to them again. We made a fresh application of the simple principles of confession he'd taught us so many years ago. We corrected ourselves of things we had let slip. We continued to make deposits of God's Word in our hearts and said the Word with our mouths.


  In other words, we just did what we knew to do. Sure enough, just like James 1:4 says, that trial worked patience in us and when it was done, we lacked nothing. Not only was the deficit paid off—we haven't been behind financially since that time. Victory is so sweet!


  What's more, the testimony of that particular victory has encouraged other ministers in similar situations.


  That's the risk the devil always takes when he puts you through a trial. He takes the chance you'll come through in victory and end up stronger than you were before instead of weaker. He takes the chance of giving you another testimony of the miracle-working power of God.


  Talk...Talk...Talk


  That's why Satan works so hard to keep you from walking in patience. That's why he pressures you to quit. It's the only way he can defeat you!


  So he talks...and talks...and talks. Like a salesman, he makes you a presentation and tries to sell you a bill of goods. He tells you God doesn't really love you. He tells you the Word isn't going to work this time. He tells you that you don't have the strength to go on. He'll even try to sell you on the idea that it would be easier for you just to curl up and die than to see this trial through in faith.


  Now that talk can get very annoying but remember, that's all he can do! He doesn't have any real power or authority over you.


  First Peter 5:8 says he walks around as a roaring lion, "seeking whom he may devour." (Notice it doesn't say he is a lion. He just acts like one. And he can't devour you unless you let him.) "Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world" (verse 9).


  How does that verse say you have to resist the devil? Steadfastly!


  That means you have to use patience to resist him. He is, after all, a persistent fellow. He may pester you a thousand times a day, but if you'll resist him every time, he will flee from you every time (see James 4:7).


  Does that surprise you?


  It shouldn't. If you'll go to the Word of God and find out the actual truth about your situation, you'll find out the devil has no ability to withstand the divine power forces of faith and patience that God has put within you. He is just a defeated angel.


  He and all the little low-level demons he sends to aggravate you have already "come to nought" (1 Corinthians 2:6). Jesus has stripped them of all their power and authority and left them with nothing.


  You, however, are a new creature in Christ Jesus. You are born of God. You are filled with the Holy Spirit that proceeds from the Father. You're endowed with the Name of Jesus which is "Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come" (Ephesians 1:21).


  Greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world!


  That means your victory is guaranteed. The only way you can lose it is to quit. So don't do it.


  Instead, yield to the powerful force of patience within you. Let it carry you through every trial—big and small. "And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace...Who has called you to His [own] eternal glory in Christ Jesus, will Himself complete and make you what you ought to be, establish and ground you securely, and strengthen (and settle) you" (1 Peter 5:10, The Amplified Bible).


  In other words, He will make you perfect and entire, wanting nothing... and you'll gain a victory that is oh, so sweet!


  
    


  


  


  Prayer for Salvation and Baptism in the Holy Spirit


  Heavenly Father, I come to You in the Name of Jesus. Your Word says, "...whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved" (Acts 2:21). I am calling on You. I pray and ask Jesus to come into my heart and be Lord over my life according to Romans 10:9-10. "If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved." I do that now. I confess that Jesus is Lord, and I believe in my heart that God raised Him from the dead.


  I am now reborn! I am a Christian—a child of Almighty God! I am saved! You also said in Your Word, "If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: HOW MUCH MORE shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?" (Luke 11:13).


  I'm also asking You to fill me with the Holy Spirit. Holy Spirit, rise up within me as I praise God. I fully expect to speak with other tongues as You give me the utterance (Acts 2:4).


  Begin to praise God for filling you with the Holy Spirit. Speak those words and syllables you receive—not in your own language, but the language given to you by the Holy Spirit. You have to use your own voice. God will not force you to speak.


  Now you are a Spirit-filled believer. Continue with the blessing God has given you and pray in tongues each day. You'll never be the same!


  Find a good Word of God preaching church, and become a part of a church family who will love and care for you as you love and care for them.


  We need to be hooked up to each other. It increases our strength in God. It's God's plan for us.
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