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  What does it take to be a winner? Everyone wants to know the answer to that question. We all want to win. But when it comes right down to it, few of us are willing to pay the price.


  One day I heard an Olympic athlete describe how hard she had worked for the opportunity to compete in the Olympic Games. She was telling what it took for her to win the gold medal.


  Olympic athletes don't just wake up one morning and say, "Hey! I think I'll be in the Olympics today." They train for years to get there. Some of them train most of their lives.


  They get out of bed every morning to run. They run in the cold. They run in the rain. They run no matter what —whether they want to or not. This woman said there were times when she pushed herself so hard she became physically ill. But even then, she refused to stop running.


  That woman was determined to win.


  She had decided years earlier she was going to go for a gold medal—no matter what the cost. She was stretching and straining to win it, pushing forward with the kind of force that moves every obstacle out of the way.


  That kind of force is what it takes to be a winner— not just physically but also spiritually. Jesus said this in Matthew 11:12, "And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force."


  In this verse, Jesus wasn't talking about going to heaven. He was talking about taking hold of the kingdom of God on this earth—actually possessing the promised blessings like healing, prosperity and peace.


  You can have those kingdom blessings now. But it's not easy—you have to take them by force.


  Faith: A Violent Force


  Most people don't see faith as a violent force. But spiritually speaking, it is! Paul said, "Fight the good fight of faith..." (1 Timothy 6:12).


  Faith is aggressive. It uses the Word of God as a weapon and brings down every stronghold of unbelief and every demonic obstacle in its path!


  You must become spiritually aggressive if you want to walk in the supernatural. You have to do it by faith using the Word of God or you won't do it at all.


  People who don't know about aggressive faith waste a great deal of time. When they find themselves in a difficult situation, they often just sit back and wait for God to rescue them.


  But you won't get anywhere just waiting for God to do everything. He's already given you the blood of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit. He won't do your part! As one minister says, "The Holy Spirit is your helper and if you don't do what you're supposed to, He doesn't have anything to help."


  So, don't just sit there—do something! Fight the good fight of faith! Put the Word of God in your heart and in your mouth every day. Get aggressive. Make it your lifestyle. The Apostle Paul did. He said: "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith" (2 Timothy 4:7).


  I'll tell you something else: No matter how much you know or how long you've been in the walk of faith, the basics don't change.


  Ken and I have never encountered a problem from which God didn't deliver us. On the other hand, we've never been in a situation that didn't require us to walk by faith and do all the basic things we learned many years ago. It has never changed. It never will.


  The faith-filled lifestyle is ordained by God and is the only walk that works. It works by principles and laws that God put into operation.


  To live this lifestyle, faith must be in two places—in your heart and in your mouth.


  If faith is only in your heart, then it's not expressing itself and therefore, can't be applied to the natural realm around you. When you're in the midst of a struggle, save yourself some time—just look at the opening right under your nose. That's usually the answer to "What have I been doing wrong?" You've been talking the problem instead of the answer. On the other hand, if it's only in your mouth and not in your heart, then there's no real force behind it because faith comes from the heart.


  Faith is the only force that will change natural things or natural circumstances. It is the only force that can apply itself to the natural realm to change or move a mountain.


  But you won't have that powerful faith if you're influenced by the world's goods and feeding on its information. The source you draw from determines what is going to be on the inside of you and what will come out.


  You may know God's promises. But if you don't take the time to put God's Word in your heart—even though you might be able to "say" the right things—your words won't come out in power to move your mountain.


  Maybe you are feeding on God's Word, and yet the situation you face still seems impossible. I know it's hard to speak words of faith when you're facing such hard times. But don't stop feeding on the only thing that can change your situation. Remember, you were born again so that you could accomplish hard things—impossible things!


  I think it was a great blessing that Ken and I were in our own impossible situation financially when we first began to hear the word of faith. (I didn't think it was a blessing then, of course, but I do now!) Our finances were minus zero at that point in our lives. We didn't have anything but our debts.


  We were so desperate we had to believe God. It was the hardest believing we ever did because we didn't know very much.


  It was easier for us to believe our way out of the $6 million deficit we faced a few years ago than it was to believe for the little amount we needed back then. But do you know, when it came down to it—when we needed to receive that $6 million—we did exactly the same thing we did the first time we ever believed for grocery money.


  We fought the fight of faith. We got aggressive with the Word.


  Press In


  The fact is, if you want to lay hold of the authority of God and walk in the supernatural, you can't do it from your easy chair. You have to press in. Jesus said, "The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it" (Luke 16:16). Paul wrote, "...Ipress on to lay hold of (grasp) and make my own, that for which Christ Jesus (the Messiah) has laid hold of me and made me His own "(Philippians 3:12, The Amplified Bible).


  Press in. That's as important a concept for us today as it was in Moses' time. Moses pressed in the Spirit. He wanted to see God's glory. I'm that way too. I'd want to see God's glory even if I knew I wouldn't live through it.


  That heart cry to know God keeps us pressing in to lay hold of more of His kingdom each day of our lives. It pushes us toward the goal of knowing Jesus and finishing the race God has set before us. If you want to go on with


  God like Moses and Paul did, then that desire is going to have to become the cry of your heart. Paul's heart cry to know the Lord made him determined not to quit. He was determined to press on until he laid hold of every task the Lord had for him.


  One day while on a journey to bring persecution to the Church, Paul was laid hold of by Jesus. The King James Version of the Bible says he was "apprehended" by Jesus. From that time until the day he went to be with the Lord, Paul was committed to fulfilling the calling for which he was apprehended. He would not quit early. Even with his intense desire to be with Christ in heaven, Paul was willing to stay on earth knowing the need of believers to whom he ministered (Philippians 1:21-26).


  Finish Your Race


  Just as Paul ran his race—his life's course—there's also a race marked out for you. God has charted that course and only you can run it. Only by pressing in to win your race will you see the fullness of God's provision in your life.


  And let me add: God didn't choose you for that race based on your ability, intellect, or anything you could do in the natural. He planned to empower you with His ability to do the job that He prepared for you. It's in the weakness of your natural ability that He can show Himself strong. Don't be deceived into thinking someone else can run your race. No one can run another person's race.


  If we knew the races marked out for everyone ahead of time, we'd probably choose other people to run them. We would think, Not that person—they’ll never make it!


  Let me tell you how God picks people for their tasks: He looks at the heart. He doesn't always choose from the greatest universities. It's difficult for Him to use those who think they can handle situations in their own wisdom and strength. "For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him" (2 Chronicles 16:9). In this verse, perfect means "devoted, consecrated, dedicated, loyal, faithful."


  I want to tell you something that will take a lot of pressure off you and will release faith action: The race you have been chosen to run is impossible to finish on your own. Everything we're chosen to do is impossible because God wants it done by faith.


  It took a lot of pressure off me when I realized God never intended for us to know how to do what He tells us to do. He never intended for me or Ken to know how to go on television. He intended to do it through us. He knows how! We just have to do what we're told.


  Our part is to maintain our fellowship with Him. His part is to do the work through us. When you're in God, you're in over your head all the time. Get used to it and keep on pressing in.


  No Time to Hesitate


  If there was ever a generation that needed to press in to the things of God, it's our generation. I believe we are living in the last days. I believe Jesus is coming soon and that helps me to keep my life focused on Him.


  In recent times, the Church has not given enough attention to Jesus' soon return. The fact that He could come at any moment ought to be foremost in our hearts. We ought to preach it to people and share it.


  The Scripture says our hope of His return purifies us (1 John 3:3). People wouldn't pour so much energy into material things if they thought Jesus would be coming back in less than a decade. They wouldn't be as carnal. They'd be pressing into the things of the Spirit and storing up heavenly rewards.


  Now is our opportunity to do that! Our rewards, our rank, even our responsibilities in heaven will be determined by what we do here on earth. For a few brief years here, we have the opportunity to influence people around us—to let the character of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God flow out through us and reveal God to the world.


  Just a few years and that opportunity will be gone. In the meantime, it's worth living for...and dying for. It's worth whatever sacrifices we have to make.


  Go Ahead, Assert Yourself!


  How do you get the kind of spiritual aggressiveness, the urgency it takes to lay hold of that opportunity?


  First, you must determine your focus and spend time with God. The Apostle Paul said, "[For my determined purpose is] that I may know Him [that I may progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him..." (Philippians 3:10, The Amplified Bible).


  Notice Paul didn't say, "One of my purposes is.... "


  He said very specifically, 'My determined purpose is...." I can promise you this: You won't be spiritually aggressive unless you determine to be. You'll let "...the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things" get in your way (Mark 4:19).


  I need to warn you, that determination to spend time with God will run headlong into a busy life. To stay on course, you will have to bring your flesh under the rule of your spirit and be willing to simplify your life.


  I discovered this as I was honoring a prophecy the Lord gave through Kenneth E. Hagin on the importance of communing with the Father:


  Don’t take up all your time with natural things...give your spirit opportunity to feed upon the Word of God...to commune with the Father above and build yourself up on your most holy faith. It doesn’t take a lot of time, just an hour or two out of 24. Just pay a tithe of your time unto Me, saith the Lord, and all will be well. Your life will be changed. It will be empowered and you will be a mighty force for God.


  I never was a great person of prayer. I'm really still not like some people I know. But some years ago I decided I'd pray at least an hour a day.


  Can I tell you what you probably already know? When my alarm went off, I'd get up...sometmes. Other times, I'd think—and I know it was the devil—Look how dark it is outside. It’s so cold this morning. You don’t want to get up.


  Sometimes in those first few weeks, I'd agree with the devil: "That's right, I don't," and I'd go back to sleep. But I kept at it, and kept at it and kept at it. Eventually it became a habit with me. Now I don't turn over and go back to sleep anymore.


  You see, your body must be trained by your spirit. It will get up. My body never says to me anymore, "It's so cold outside. It's so dark...." My body is so used to getting up in the dark, it doesn't even think about it.


  The tithe of my time to the Lord changed my life because I purposed in my heart to not be lazy, draw back, hold back or sit down. I purposed not to spend my life wasting time on natural things. I set goals that I was going to do every day.


  It wasn't easy. When I started I could hardly pray for even five minutes—that was a long time for me. But I stayed with it. Seizing the kingdom isn't easy. God doesn't say it will be easy, but He does say it will be worth it.


  Hard times demand that you take time to be with the Lord—time to put your flesh down and stir your faith up.


  Once you have determined to know God—to become more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him —your second step is to spend time with Him. That's always the bottom line, isn't it? Whenever we start pressing in, desiring to win more victories in the Spirit, desiring more power, we're always directed back to that precious time with Him.


  Look again at what Paul said, "[For my determined purpose is] that I may know Him.. .And that I may in that same way come to know the power outflowing from His resurrection..." (Philippians 3:10, The Amplified Bible).


  Think about it. If you spend an hour with God every day, that's 365 hours a year. Don't you think coming into His presence for an hour every day will do something for your life? Even if you just spent 15 minutes a day, that would be 90 hours a year of prayer and time with Him. An hour is just what the Lord led me to do. Follow your own heart. But see to it that you give the Father time to impart His strength into you.


  Do you want Jesus' resurrection power to flow in your life? Then get to know Him! The more you fellowship with Him, the more you're going to look like Him, act like Him and talk like Him.


  That's not surprising, really. It's a fact of life. When you spend time around strong people, you begin to take on their way of talking, thinking and even their mannerisms. When you spend time with Jesus, you'll do exactly the same thing.


  So, if you spend your time watching secular television and filling your mind with the world's news, what do you think will happen? You'll end up being like the world and living in fear instead of faith.


  What you give your attention to is what's going to be on the inside of you. And what's inside you will determine the outcome of your situation. Your future is stored up in your heart. (See Matthew 12:34-35, New International Version.)


  Press Toward the Mark


  Once your focus and your fellowship is in place, press. To press means "to act with steady force or weight; to be insistent about; to exert pressure." It means "to go forward with energetic or determined effort."


  Paul said, "I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 3:14).


  To be a winner, you press. You press in to what God has called you to do. You don't float into it. You press forward by faith, believing the Word of God and not what natural circumstances say.


  No matter where you are today in your spiritual growth, you won't progress without pressing. Remember what I said about those Olympic athletes? They know what it means to press toward a goal. They know what it means to put everything else aside and live like winners.


  If natural people with natural discipline and desire to reach a goal can do that, certainly you and I can do it in the Spirit! We can do it with the power of the Holy Ghost in us and the Word of God in our hearts and in our mouths. We can press until we finish the race God has called us to run.


  Remember, the natural world will always tell you that you can't do it—it's too big for you. You're too foolish. You're too weak. But God just says, Do it, and I'll make up the difference.


  Stretch Toward the Finish Line


  That means we stretch forward to the things in front of us. We bear down on the goal.


  Paul was so intensely focused on pursuing the prize of his call in Christ that he would not allow himself to look anywhere but toward the goal. He ran, "forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before..." (Philippians 3:13).


  Paul never stopped stretching. When he was imprisoned, he wrote most of the New Testament. How was he able to do this? Look at Acts 20:22-24:


  And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there: save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.


  Paul could stretch toward the goal without distraction because he didn't count his life dear to himself. He had found something worth giving his life for. One day while I was reading this scripture the Lord impressed me,


  Gloria, this is the key to your success spiritually. If you count your life dear unto yourself you won’t finish your race.


  Counting your life dear to yourself means that you've let the distractions of the age get hold of you. You concentrate on what you want and what you want to do —your happiness.


  Jesus said if we would lose our lives for His sake, we would find them. That's life worth living. There's no peace in living like the world and going after things. But seek Him first and His righteousness, and all the other things will come to you.


  The Joy of Winning


  Paul knew where to look for his joy. He said he was going to '"finish [his] course with joy." He was going to complete the ministry to which he had been called. He did not focus on his own life—his personal desires. He was going to finish his race and when he crossed the line there was going to be a smile on his face.


  He intended not only to finish but to do it with joy. I like that. I too am not only going to finish my race and win but I'm going to enjoy it!


  Do you see that we're not talking about a race where at the end we're going to drag up to the finish line depressed and despondent? We are talking about a race God intends for us to finish with joy.


  Don't let the natural realm determine your level of courage or disappointment. The life of spirit beings is not sustained in the natural. A lot of our troubles are caused because our desires are incorrectly focused. Peace and joy, however, belong to those who keep their hearts full of God. So look in the right places for your joy.


  Don't get distracted by anything—even legitimate things. If they have pre-eminence in your life, they are not right for you. One day each of us will stand before God. I personally don't think I will live out my natural life on earth. I expect Jesus to come before that happens. When I stand before the Lord, nothing will matter except that I finished my course.


  Give It All You've Got


  Don't misunderstand me. God has blessed Ken and me. We're not doing without anything. We're blessed and prosperous, but the desire and motivation of our hearts is to please God. It is to walk in what we are called to do and to finish our course. We feel it's worth giving our lives in order to obtain.


  You see, according to 1 Corinthians 9:24, there is a prize that all who run may obtain. But the flesh must be brought into subjection in order to win that prize:


  Every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others,


  I myself should be a castaway (1 Corinthians 9:25-27).


  One translation says, "I reduce to slavery my body." We can't let our bodies rule us in this hour. We're going to have to walk in the spirit. We're going to have to crucify the flesh.


  The things we turn down or accept determine the manifestation of the power of God in our lives. God's glory belongs to those who do not live after the flesh and who are no longer dominated by their bodies.


  Before this age comes to a close, God is going to have a glorious Church—a people who refuse to live according to the dictates of the flesh or to be dominated by their bodies. He is going to have a Church that walks in His manifest glory.


  Will You Pay the Price?


  Here's the question: Do you and I want to be a part of that Church badly enough to run the race? Do we want it enough to pray and spend time in the Word instead of doing other things we could be doing—even good things?


  I am one of those who love His appearing. I am believing for the Church to rise up and press in the spirit to get the things done that we need to do.


  God is on a timetable. He's never late. And the Church is going to be ready. We're going to do what we're called to do.


  Individuals may fall out of the race. You and I could fall out if we don't do the right things, if we don't do the things we know to do. But the Church is going to finish the race, and it's going to be on time. I want to be in that group and bring God glory.


  The choice is yours. No one else can make it for you. Only you can determine in your heart, 'My purpose is that I may know Him and I'm going to press and stretch and run the race He's called me to run."


  You may think, Well, what can I do? What God’s called me to do couldn’t be that important. It won't matter to people whether I do it or not. Nobody’s life depends on it.


  That's not true. You can reach people no one else can reach. Noah was just one man. While his neighbors laughed, Noah kept building the ark. Despite the fact that no one had ever seen rain, Noah just kept obeying God.


  His name is listed with the great men of faith in Hebrews 11. In fact, every person in Hebrews 11 who obtained a good report did it by faith.


  The same chapter says God framed the worlds by faith. You'll have to walk by faith if you're going to finish. You'll have to get your heart and your mouth in line with God's Word if you're going to finish what you're called to do.


  Travel Light


  Once you've made the decision to finish your race, there's one other element of spiritual aggressiveness to put into motion. Patience.


  Patience doesn't sound very aggressive, does it? But it is. In Hebrews 12:1-2 Paul says we are to run our race with patience and without encumbrance: "Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith...."


  Think about those Olympic runners. Think of them pushing themselves to the limit, focusing on the goal, training themselves day after day—with what? With patience! In the Greek, that word means "steady continuance."


  Patience means you don't quit. You keep doing what you know to do. Sometimes you may not see results for a while. But eventually, if you keep pressing, you'll get there. As Kenneth E. Hagin said, "God doesn't settle up every Saturday night, but He does settle up."


  Weights and sin are two different things. But both of them must be removed if we're going to continue running.


  Weights are things that pull you down into the natural realm when you ought to be soaring in the Spirit. So let go of whatever holds you back! Press into the Spirit and run.


  Sin is revealed by God's Word and the Holy Spirit's conviction. You know when you have sinned. Confess it. Deal with it, so you can run. Lay it aside and get back on track.


  Don't Get Distracted


  As you lay aside weights and sin, resist distractions too. Don't allow the devil to draw your attention away. Just keep "looking unto Jesus." That's how you run this race. You can't focus on circumstances or your natural abilities. Keep your eyes on Jesus and His ability.


  Peter walked on the water as long as he kept his eyes fixed on Jesus. When he began to look at the wind and the waves in the natural realm he began to sink.


  Distraction can come from many directions. One of the most common tactics of the enemy is to trip you up with persecution. Don't let persecution throw you. In 2 Timothy 3:12 Paul wrote, "All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." It's just part of the package.


  One day I became concerned thinking about the fact that nobody had been picking on us lately. "Ken, are we slipping?" I asked. "Are we not living godly? What is this?"


  Just a few days later, we got a letter telling us all the things we did wrong and what heretics we were. I felt better after that.


  Persecution is part of the package. Don't let it stop you. Don't let it distract you.


  Jesus also warned us of the distractions of this age. The deceitfulness of riches and the lusts of other things can creep in and choke the Word and make it fruitless (Mark 4:19). Right next to that verse in my Bible I've written the letters S-C-U-D. They stand for the phrase, "Satan Continuously Uses Distractions." He's always firing those SCUD missiles at you to discourage you and draw you off course.


  "Hey," he'll whisper, "have you noticed you don't have any money? Have you noticed your body is in pain? Have you heard all the ugly things people are saying about you?"


  Never Give Up


  How do you fight distractions like that? Just "continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them" (2 Timothy 3:14).


  It won't be the great revelation you haven't received yet that will cause you defeat. It will be failing to do what you already know to do. You won't come out of the hard place when the money shows up at the bank. You'll come out when God's power, anointing and faith show up inside you.


  You'll come out of your hard situation only when God's Word gets so big inside you that you're not moved by what's in the bank. It may take a day or two for it to show up in the bank, but you'll get victory inside first. That never changes.


  So whenever you reach a hard place, continue to do what you know and you'll make it through just fine.


  You've Got What It Takes


  God's Word to you is "I will be with you." When Moses asked, "Who am I to go to Pharaoh?" God's answer was, "I will be with you." After Moses' death, God told Joshua the same thing: "I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. Be strong and of a good courage..." (Joshua 1:5-6).


  Even if you get into trouble by your own thinking, God will honor you if you accept correction: "...whoever heeds correction is honored" (Proverbs 13:18, New International Version). Glory to God! If you press into His kingdom, stretching toward your prize, and remain correctable, He will make sure you stay headed in the right direction. He is with you and for you.


  Do you wonder where your attention is? Watch your life. Watch what motivates you and what you're thinking about. Your words will follow your actions. So keep watch and don't let divine things lose out.


  Don't be dismayed. Don't lose your courage. Do what you're called to do.


  You have everything it takes to be a winner— everything you need to be part of the glorious, victorious end-time army of God. As Kenneth E. Hagin said in a prophecy God gave him in 1977, "You can be a part of that army if you want to be. Purpose in your heart that you'll not be lazy, that you'll not draw back, hold back or sit down. But purpose in your heart that you'll rise up and march forward and become on fire."


  Get aggressive. Press in. Lay hold of the kingdom of God with every bit of force you can muster. That's the price you pay to win this race. But one thing is certain— the eternal victory you gain will be worth it all.


  
    


  


  


  Prayer for Salvation and Baptism in the Holy Spirit


  Heavenly Father, I come to You in the Name of Jesus. Your Word says, "Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved" (Acts 2:21). I am calling on You. I pray and ask Jesus to come into my heart and be Lord over my life according to Romans 10:9-10: "If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. "I do that now. I confess that Jesus is Lord, and I believe in my heart that God raised Him from the dead.


  I am now reborn! I am a Christian—a child of Almighty God! I am saved! You also said in Your Word, "If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: HOW MUCH MORE shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?" (Luke 11:13). I'm also asking You to fill me with the Holy Spirit.


  Holy Spirit, rise up within me as I praise God. I fully expect to speak with other tongues as You give me the utterance (Acts 2:4). In Jesus’ Name. Amen!


  Begin to praise God for filling you with the Holy Spirit. Speak those words and syllables you receive—not in your own language, but the language given to you by the Holy Spirit. You have to use your own voice. God will not force you to speak. Don't be concerned with how it sounds. It is a heavenly language!


  Continue with the blessing God has given you and pray in the spirit every day.


  You are a born-again, Spirit-filled believer. You'll never be the same!


  Find a good church that boldly preaches God's Word and obeys it. Become a part of a church family who will love and care for you as you love and care for them.


  We need to be connected to each other. It increases our strength in God. It's God's plan for us.


  Make it a habit to watch the Believer’s Voice of Victory television broadcast and become a doer of the Word, who is blessed in his doing (James 1:22-25).
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