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  FOREWORD


  It is not often that we have the opportunity to pick up a book that has the potential to dramatically change our lives. This book offers such an opportunity. Spiritual warfare is a lot like many of the other revelations that have been given to the body of Christ. It is an unfolding, progressive concept. First, we had to learn its necessity then its methods. All of us have known the frustration of shaking our fist at the sky and screaming as militant a chorus as we knew to sing and the enemy not be moved at all.


  If the methods we use produce results that we are not satisfied with, then we must change our methods. I believe that Frank Hultgren has given us a unique opportunity to learn some new strategy to be more effective in dealing with our enemy. Frank Hultgren is qualified to present this unique book because Frank is unique. He is a man who possesses a precious, intimate relationship with the Lord. Frank has heard things in the Spirit that will revolutionize your understanding of the way things operate in the heavenly realm.


  One word of caution. Sometimes when we hear something unfamiliar, we tend to reject it like food we haven't tasted before. Please read this book with a spiritual ear open to the voice of God. I believe I know the heart of the author well enough to know that it is not important that you agree on every point, but that you come out of this experience a better warrior.


  It is imperative that every one of us not only survive the relentless attack of the enemy but that we manage to mount an offense which effectively destroys the stranglehold that he has on our cities. If we never bind the strongman, we will never spoil his goods. Sadly, many times we as believers don't seem to be concerned about dealing defeat to the devil until his goods include our spouse or one of our children. Then, spiritual warfare becomes a subject we want to know about.


  Awake, O sleeping giant! May this book assist in creating a hunger that will not be satisfied until you successfully engage the enemy and actively participate in his defeat!


  Mike Hayes


  Senior Pastor of Covenant Church Carrollton, Texas


  
    


  


  


  INTRODUCTION


  This book is full of true-life stories. Not only is Frank Hultgren a great storyteller, but he has forty years worth of experiences to share. But the stories are not presented because the author is a great storyteller. They are given to help you understand the principles of spiritual warfare. Further, they will help you learn to rule and reign with Christ today.


  Still, matters in the realm of the Spirit must be based soundly on the sure word of God. Experiences, whims, wishes, or vain imaginations allow for deception from the enemy. As you will see, Frank's stories have scriptural validity.


  This book exposes Satan's cunning network of spiritual subterfuge, deception, and espionage designed to torpedo the church of God. So, we must go into all the world and share the glorious gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. We must bring our world to the foot of the cross through preaching, teaching, and the ministry of the Holy Spirit. Our cities, neighborhoods, and eventually the nations will then come to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.


  The world has yet to see the mighty revival that will usher millions of people into the Kingdom of God. When we have eyes to see and ears to hear and faith in the Word of God, we WILL pull down spiritual powers that hinder the gospel of Jesus Christ.


  Second Corinthians 4:4 clearly states that the god of this world blinds the minds of those who do not believe. When we further examine this verse, we see why the gospel of Jesus Christ is not always as effective as it should be. This verse tells us that there is a demonic power or spiritual superstructure in place that blinds the minds of men so that they will not understand or comprehend the love of God. Consequently, they cannot understand their spiritual state.


  This demonic power is effective. He knows his power and how and where to attack in order to bring about humanism, unbelief, and fear. This force effectively frustrates the work of God so that even the best of evangelists only have moderate success. Our greatest preachers seem limited in their ability to touch the world. The airwaves are filled with Christian songs and messages, yet, the results are tragically few compared to what should be done.


  But the Body of Christ has authority and power to take our world for Christ. In order to see a greater increase of people coming to Christ, we must first discern the god of this world who is blinding their minds. Who is he? What is his name? What is his nature and characteristics? How does he operate? What deception and spells does he hold over the minds of multitudes of people who are in the valley of decision and cannot find their way out?


  We believe that you will find some of these answers as you continue to read. Frank has been released to visit many nations and has seen these principles of scripture in operation. As the Body of Christ joins together and becomes a mighty army of stout-hearted men and women standing shoulder-to-shoulder with weapons in their hands, we will defeat the enemy and see whole cities and nations come to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.


  The story of Jonah's travel to Nineveh should give us encouragement. A city came to repentance through one man, even a disobedient man. In the New Testament, a city came to the Lord when Philip went to Samaria. Likewise, if the church of today will use the technology available together with prophetic insights into spiritual warfare, then there is hope that our cities, villages, towns, and even our families will come to a saving knowledge of Christ.


  
    


  


  


  THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE HUMAN SPIRIT


  Much is to be learned about the relationship of the Holy Spirit and our spirit. Some people believe we don't have a spirit until we are baptized in the Holy Spirit, but many verses of scripture state we should be renewed in the spirit of the mind. An unsaved person feels many things in his spirit because there is a driving hunger in the spirit of man to worship. This is the reason why there is so much occult worship. Heathens and pagans want to worship constantly. From the beginning of time and throughout history, man has had a driving motivation to worship. People worship God, music, and even themselves in a multitude of ways endeavoring to fulfill this basic need of the human heart.


  The human spirit must be understood if we are going to be led by the Spirit of God and do the works of the Spirit in battling demonic spirits. Our spirit is where we sense the leading of the Lord and whether a spirit is good or evil. The human spirit is where we are born again. Our spirits then become God's dwelling place. He lives in our body, the temple of the Holy Spirit, through the physical with its needs and appetites.


  The soul consists of the mind, will, and emotions. The "heart" is synonymous with spirit, and wherever you find "heart" in the scriptures, it generally refers to the spirit, though the context will indicate when it is related to the soul. The heart itself is just an organ that pumps blood, but "the heart" really means that part of us that invites Jesus into our lives.


  Knowing the spirit and its activities is beautiful. Our spirit enjoys a wonderful flow into a rational understanding of the things of God. This is the arena of faith. This is the area of believing to see the glory of God and where we receive revelation. The spirit bypasses the human mind. This state is confusing to the person of intellect who is well trained and ordered in their thinking. They are thrown because they can't weigh, feel, touch, or smell the spirit. The spirit is an area of faith where we read the Word of God and learn to move in the things of God.


  1 John 2:27 says, "But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him." This verse has been abused by people who do not want to sit under another's ministry. However, this scripture is really teaching us that the area of our human spirit has a real ministry in helping us to walk and pray in the spirit.


  Sometimes we won't get a "word" from God, but we have a feeling that we should do a certain thing. At one time, Jesus said to His followers that, "He needed to go through Samaria" (John 4:4). God didn't send Him; He said, "He needed to go through Samaria." There was a witness in His spirit. This is what intuition means. Intuition is a teaching from within, the inward understanding of what hasn't been said. Simply stated, there is an understanding by the Holy Spirit in our spirit. This feeling may come as a burden or grieving in our spirit. I like to call it my Geiger counter. It clicks! Perhaps I won't feel good about something or that something is going to happen. Sometimes we call this a premonition, but because our spirit is connected to God we are one in one spirit (1 Corinthians 6:17).


  This results in an assimilation of truth and facts in our spirit that our mind does not know. In essence, the Holy Spirit instructs our spirit. This is why we are sometimes amazed at what we say, particularly if we are teaching or preaching or witnessing and say things we have not previously learned. It is vital that we sense with our intuition or human spirit activated by the Holy Spirit if we are to discern between good and evil.


  A verse that is helpful in the area of intuition is Hebrews 5:14: "But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil."


  Our senses have to be exercised to discern good and evil. That is, learning to move in the spirit is a skill that needs to be developed by the experiences we have and by allowing the Holy Spirit to teach us as we read the Word of God. How do you know God is trying to speak to you? There is an awareness or sharpness that you sense because your spirit is perceptive to the Holy Spirit, Who will then lead you into all truth.


  The Spirit of God can't always convey things to our mind, because our minds are often taken up with other things such as, "The car has a flat tire; I have to cook the meal; There's a big business deal coming up." 1 Corinthians 2:14 says that the natural mind doesn't understand the things of the spirit, because the things of the spirit are spiritual and must be spiritually discerned. As spiritual people, we must learn to exercise this faculty of perception and open our spiritual ears to hear what the Lord is saying. The spirit has faculties similar to those of the body. We can see with the eye of the spirit and hear in the spirit—"He that hath an ear let him hear what the spirit saith..." I believe that there is even a touching of the things of God. We know when the Spirit of God is present and when He is not. We can sit in a meeting that is spiritually cold and not be moved, yet on another occasion we can sense the warmth of the presence of God.


  
    


  


  


  WEAPONS OF WARFARE


  
    


  


  


  Praise


  The first activity of praise is to get rid of any tiredness of our body by clapping, shouting, and singing to the Lord. This opens us to the things of God and helps bring the fleshly, soulish areas into a place of submission to our spirit. Those of us who are not as alert or sharp as others in the realm of the spirit will take longer to come into the realm of the spirit than those who do it frequently. So, frequent the presence of the Lord and you will keep the sensitivity of your spirit up and running.


  Posture of the body during prayer or praise is something that often bothers people. Whether you sit or stand on your head is not important. It is the spirit—not the body—that must come into a place of receptivity to the things of God.


  I walk because I am able to concentrate better. I do what I feel is most successful. If I sit, I get tired and my mind wanders. Still, everyone must do what feels right for them. If you pray better in bed, just get something for your bedsores. If I pray in bed, I go to sleep. I don't wear out many sheets on my side of the bed as I like to be in the presence of God.


  I like to walk and emphasize what I am praying. This helps me to concentrate and I don't fall asleep when I am walking! Often as I walk I say, "I am standing on holy ground" or "I am trampling Satan under my feet." I march, stamp my feet, and make my presence felt. I believe that everything I do has value in the realm of the spirit because I do it unto the Lord. So the physical activity is in the realm of the spirit. As the four lepers outside the walls of Samaria got up and marched, Heaven opened its doors and the heavenly army marched with them. One was on earth; the other on high (2 Kings 7:6). Joshua marched around the walls of Jericho (Joshua 6:3) and many of the saints of old also marched or walked.


  If the widow's mite is important to Jesus and faith the size of a mustard seed is of great value in the sight of God, then when we come to prayer I believe every little thing we do is of value to the Lord. When I lift my hands and say, "I love you Father," that has force in the economy of God. 1 Corinthians 14:14 states, "When I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth," so I spend a lot of time speaking in tongues, building my faith.


  Our prayers are important to God, as are our attitudes and the demonstration of faith through our physical activity. Our spirits come into contact with God to bring His purposes to pass. Sit down with a pencil and paper and work out a time schedule. How much for sleeping, how much for working, how much with the family, how much time with pleasure and other things. What time do you get up in the morning? Almost without exception I say to the Lord, "What about the morning? What do we need to accomplish tomorrow morning in prayer?" The Lord doesn't always say to get up at any certain time, but I prepare my heart to rise when the Lord wakens me.


  Sometimes I awaken and go back to sleep. That doesn't bother me. I am not going to come under condemnation. I used to come under condemnation when I didn't pray long enough in the morning or I didn't pray in the morning at all! But it is a terrible thing when you turn on yourself.


  When people turn on themselves, they are open to every evil force and even their own minds can attack them. They come under condemnation and begin to make wrong confessions and possibly sin with their mouth. Then they have to repent and start over again!


  Learn to live life on the highest plain. Train your body to do what your spirit wants. So often our body takes over and says, "I'm hungry, I'm not going to fast." Or, "You need eight to ten hours sleep a night. If you don't, you won't have any energy." I won't live under that sort of a regime. That's blackmail. Your body is commanding your time schedule and spiritual walk with God. Don't stand for that. Work out a schedule and live by it! If you want to get up an hour earlier every morning, set your alarm and tell your body to smarten up because you are going to crucify the flesh and its lusts and live the life that you want to live —on the highest plane.


  You can train your body to have four hours of sleep a night. I have been praying for the last forty years and I know you can get by on little sleep. If there is something that needs to be prayed through, you can go for weeks with little sleep. Sometimes it might take weeks to find the mind of the Lord and break down the powers of darkness that have been there for years. After you have prayed to completion, you will find you can catch up on your sleep. You have no idea what you are accomplishing in the realm of the spirit in those times spent in the presence of God, even when we feel those times are not fruitful.


  We all make mistakes, but the longer you walk with the Lord the more accurate you become—more dangerous to the powers of darkness and beneficial to the Kingdom of God. The life of the warrior is really a life of faith, a life lived in the spirit to the glory of God.


  Early one morning as I was praying about this chapter, I sensed the sweet presence of God. Prayer came easy and I spent a delightful time with the Lord, speaking in tongues, raising my hands, and worshiping the Lord. However, as I kept praying I sensed the atmosphere of the room changing. I hadn't been doing warfare. I hadn't mentioned the enemy or fighting. I was praying positive things with no thought of the enemy at all. At first this change was almost imperceptible, but gradually the warmth of the spirit dissipated and the presence of the Lord grew colder. I began to feel disturbed.


  Still, I wasn't really afraid because there was nothing to be afraid of! I knew I was secure, but the presence of the Lord seemingly departed, and I was left alone in the room and growing fearful. I wanted to quit praying and go back to bed. My special time with the Lord was no longer enjoyable and I felt no delight. Then fear gripped my heart and I looked around the room for I sensed someone was going to attack me.


  An evil spirit had entered the room while I was praying. This spirit was a strong, big spirit who had taken my total attention until I became so conscious of myself that I was afraid. Nevertheless, I began to walk up and down the room again praying, making sure I had on my whole armor. As I praised God I asked Him to be with me and inquired of Him what I should do. This increased my courage.


  I don't believe the enemy always knows what we are thinking. Some people believe he can read our thoughts. Yet, if we have on the whole armor of God, we have protection against the enemy and deny Satan access to everything we do.


  This day as I walked up and down the room I became aware of one place in the room where I felt a particular area of darkness. You should be able to discern where a spirit is standing if he is in your room. I walked past him a couple more times, then plucking up more courage and waiting on the Lord for an anointing, I spun around and drew level with him and attacked him in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. I saw his outline as I assailed and bound him.


  As soon as I defeated and sent him down to the pit, the atmosphere in my room immediately changed. The coldness departed and the presence of the Lord returned. And I was able to continue my praying and rejoicing in the goodness of the Lord.


  I believe that every time a spirit is defeated and cast out of a person, the whole army over that city is weakened. When you pay no attention to what happens in your locality, the city is weaker. But when you are spiritually involved in warfare and prayer, your city's atmosphere changes. We generate faith by the anointing of the Spirit, which affects our locality and weakens the powers of darkness.


  I frequently pray confusion into the ranks of the enemy, bind his power, and frustrate his purposes. If you do this, you will find he will weaken because you are constantly casting the Word of the Lord into his midst, which he cannot bear.


  You must recognize the authority that you have. The enemy will attack you and say, "You can't do that." I have personally had evil spirits tell me I don't have authority to do a certain thing. But you must come back at them. The Kingdom of God is within you, and you have an anointing of the Holy Spirit. Your faith is in the power of the blood of Jesus not yourself. No weapon formed against you can prosper. As you fortify your faith with these words of affirmation, you build your stature and spiritual authority.


  Most people have problems recognizing their spiritual authority when they begin spiritual warfare or ministering in the realm of the spirit. A certain amount of fear is natural because we know how deceptive and spiteful the enemy is. We can see what he has done to the human race, so to come into combat with him is somewhat daunting.


  This should not be taken lightly, but we should come knowing that the Holy Spirit is present to help and guide us, and all of heaven is on our side. We are righteous, and we hate iniquity. These facts should build our authority. The skill of moving in the spirit has to be developed by practice, not only by prayer or Bible reading. If there is an opportunity to pray for people and become involved with them at any level, then use it as an opportunity to learn how to move in the spirit.


  I like humor. I have quite a humorous streak, which bothers some people. Sometimes it even bothers me because I frequently put my foot in my mouth. When I started to move in the gifts of the spirit, I found 7 had to control that sense of humor because foolish jesting can fritter away the anointing. I would fast and pray and build up my anointing, then as I began to be frivolous in my attitude, everything seeped out. Foolish jesting is out of place. Have some good healthy humor, which is a gift of God, but recognize that foolish jesting will fritter away the anointing. Be careful not to joke about spiritual warfare. Guard your emotions and control every faculty because the devil will look always for an opportunity to attack.


  After moving in the spirit we may become depressed because the anointing has departed. The anointing is like riding the crest of a wave, and when our ministry ceases, the anointing lifts. We may feel as though we have failed. We can question and become ultra self-sensitive. I have seen ministries destroyed with this negativity. Someone has said more ministers commit suicide on Monday than any other day of the week.


  This is because they contemplate the things that did or did not happen on Sunday and bring misery to their spirit. We must be careful before and after ministry that we guard our heart and mouth and do not sin. When we do our best for Jesus, we will walk in the favor of the Lord. Even David said on one occasion, "Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him for the help of his countenance" (Psalm 42:5). He had to stir up his negative spirit. Our spirit man also must stand upright and be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Don't let negative thoughts become an open doorway for Satan to come in and cause depression.


  Even this is a skill to be learned if we are to understand the ways of the Lord. Spiritual warfare is not just a sovereign act of God, there must be a preparation of the heart and mind, even the reading of literature about towns and cities and their founders, so we can understand the foundation of their unrighteousness. Perhaps an occult power laid down the foundation of the city. Perhaps a major crime, sin, or governmental ruling opened the way for a demonic attack.


  Cities, states, and nations that pass laws to legalize homosexuality and abortion open the doorway for a spirit of death to operate there. Violence and corruption are prevalent in many cities because the floodgates of incest, child abuse, homosexuality, immorality, and abortion have been opened. These abominations are rampaging throughout the world because we have allowed them. If we research these spirits and find out the ruling spirit over a town or city, we will know how to combat that particular spirit.


  A balance to our walk with God in this realm of the spirit is vital. We'll hop along on one leg unless we balance this area of spiritual life. Spiritual warfare is a vital part of our ministry.


  Someone recently said that the gifts of the Spirit have been grossly overstated. I believe they have been grossly underestimated. I ask the Lord almost daily for a greater perception and activating of the power gifts in our ministry. The balance to this life in the spirit is what we do when we come out of the presence of God. What do you do after you have spent time in prayer and waged spiritual warfare through prayer?


  You have to let your feet touch the ground again at some point. No matter how high you fly, you must learn to walk when your feet touch the ground. We must live here on earth with people and have to do natural things that are not wrong in themselves. This is where grace that we have generated in our prayer should flow into our natural life. We should be gracious and helpful in our homes, demonstrate the kindness of the fruit of the spirit, be gentle not raucous or loud-mouthed, so we can bless people by our kind, thoughtful deeds.


  We must crucify any super-spirituality that makes us think we are a prophet or someone great. Like John the Baptist, we decrease so that He may increase (John 3:30). For much of His thirty years, Jesus was a carpenter, mending chairs, building tables, swinging gates, repairing wooden dolls, and doing other acts of kindness and charity. The natural activities of life are not sinful. They are part of normal living. Jesus must have understood this, and I would imagine because of this nature, was probably the best carpenter around.


  A man once had a vision of Jesus when He started His ministry. A look inside His carpenter shop showed all His tools hanging on a wall. The shop was spotless without a grain of sawdust or any shavings around. There were no wood or pieces of timber cluttering the shop Everything had been neatly packed away. On His bench was His apron, neatly folded.


  The young man who had the vision wept profusely upon seeing the stark difference of his life compared to Jesus. He was an untidy rascal. He never shut a door; he would slam it. He talked roughly to people. He was full of self. But when he had this vision, he realized that Jesus was gentle in nature and sweet in His disposition, yet could fight the devil, perform signs and wonders, and become the Savior of the world.


  Our spiritual stature is going to be greatly determined by what we are when our feet are firmly on the ground. I'm not interested in hearing what people say they get from God when I know they are lazy and slothful because probably most of what they "heard" has come from their own imagination. A spiritual person is a blessing to people they are around. They spend time building relationships with others. We must love people if we are going to minister to them and be effective in spiritual warfare. How high we fly also is determined by how straight we walk.


  
    


  


  


  Intimacy With The Father


  We must have intimacy with the Lord. If we don't enjoy daily intimacy with Him, how can we hear what His Spirit is saying? How can we understand the mind of the Lord? Our communication must be on an up-to-date basis.


  As we go along, you will notice that I am going to constantly draw your attention to the will of God in a situation. You must learn to seek the will of God and His strategy for each situation. Understanding God's heart and mind helps tremendously in spiritual warfare.


  You see, the natural mind cannot understand spiritual insight. We need prophetic spiritual insight and a prophetic anointing so that we see from God's point of view.


  The revelation of the Spirit of God to our hearts is of utmost importance. Satan wants to cast confusion into your mind. When you feel that you have established a certain pattern of attack, you're going to find it won't work every time. The enemy changes his method and uses different strategies in an effort to hide his real purposes and bring confusion.


  Still, we need only go to the Lord, whose secrets are with those who fear Him. When you come into the presence of the Lord in praise and worship and love and adore Him, singing in His presence, your spirit becomes free from confusion. Any overpowering words or thoughts from the enemy are diminished and silenced in God's presence.


  In that state of oneness and openness of heart, the Spirit of God begins to speak and unfold the network of espionage that Satan has concocted and planned. God reveals the snares and traps of the fowler, and we are then able to fight effectively.


  You must build a relationship with Christ. Once you come to a place of oneness with Him, He will share many good things. Psalm 149 states, "Praise ye the Lord. Sing unto the Lord a new song, and his praise in the congregation of saints. Let Israel rejoice in him that made him: let the children of Zion be joyful in their King."


  The first four verses of this psalm are God-oriented. They extol singing with enthusiasm, clapping, dancing, using instruments of music, and having a joyful time of celebration in the presence of God. Verse 5 then exhorts us, "Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them sing aloud on their beds." Verse 6 adds, "Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a twoedged sword in their hand."


  As we sing, the joy of the Lord builds faith in our hearts, and we receive a revelation of God, His goodness, and His love toward us. At the same time, our love for Him increases. Out of this intimacy of worship flows understanding, and from understanding flows power.


  
    


  


  


  High Praise Through Written Judgment


  When we sing high praises, we magnify God with a special anointing of the Spirit. This need not only be in our assembly meetings. This experience can occur during our daily devotions in the early mornings or the late nights. We should constantly be singing, praising, and making melody in our hearts. This high praise is a weapon of war that puts a two-edged sword in our hand.


  As we praise God with all of our heart, something is released in the heavens. We allow God to move. We often speak of the sovereignty of God. Still, God uses our faith and our prayers. This is the method God has established. He uses people. If we don't use our weapons of high praises, then God actually has nothing in which to execute vengeance upon the nations.


  In reality, He is unable to punish the people. Verse 7 of Psalm 149 states that there is punishment to the people. People get away with too much today. We live in an age of violence. Crimes are more shocking than ever.


  Nevertheless, we can affect crime through our high praises. These praises must be much more than simple hymns or choruses, however. Words and melody are simply that. High praises involve the heart. We need free praise where the anointing and the Spirit of the Lord becomes an acclamation of faith. Such praise becomes a declaration of the purposes of God and forms a weapon that God can use to bring punishment upon the nations and to its peoples.


  Verse 8 of this same psalm states the high praises of God will bind kings with chains and nobles with fetters of iron and execute on them the written judgment of God. This is an honor all the saints have!


  The scriptures show certain prayers written where God indicts and carries out a written judgment upon the people. The story of David and Goliath is a good example of this principle. When David came against Goliath, he didn't just throw a stone at him.


  The prophetic prayer David prayed and spoke to Goliath declared a judgment upon Goliath. David allowed the Spirit of God to first enter his heart, then he prayed a prophetic prayer, and the spiritual warfare did more to disarm Goliath than any stone ever could have accomplished.


  This prophetic word with its prophetic anointing went forth and paralyzed Goliath. This word spiritually bound him and then the stone hit him in the head and caused him to fall to the ground. Then David cut off his head.


  There are judgments written in scripture against all sorts of matters. God ordained judgments against various nations and various situations. After we read these in scripture, we can then pray these judgments. If we will pray and believe, these judgments go forth as a spiritual stone to wreck havoc upon the enemy and paralyze his power. We frustrate his frenzy and bind his bondage.


  There is a release to the nations when the strongman is bound through the high praises of God in our mouth. The Lord will put that word in your mouth as you come before Him with singing and praise. I really believe that as we enter into this area of spiritual warfare the Lord releases a spiritual and prophetic anointing that allows us to operate in a power beyond our normal anointing. This is an anointing for battle.


  Recently I went to Cuba. The Lord spoke to me to pray for the nation and its leaders. Still, I needed a specific prayer. Was I to pray judgment out of my own heart? Was I to pray according to what I read in the newspapers? I had heard all sorts of different things about this country. But I couldn't pray about what I had heard because it might have been contrary to the mind of the Lord for this nation.


  On this trip, even though it was not allowed, I was taking Bibles into Cuba. I needed safe passage and the ability to get the Bibles into the country. So I needed a specific prayer to fight the strongholds I would face. As I sought the Lord, He quickened Psalm 76 to my heart, which states, "Thou art more glorious and excellent than the mountains of prey."


  Verse 5 says, "The stouthearted are spoiled, they have slept their sleep: and none of the men of might have found their hands. At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, both the chariot and the horse are cast into a dead sleep." So I prayed this scripture.


  These were judgments written in scripture, so I prayed that there would be a deep sleep that would come upon the people who might oppose our entering Cuba to minister to the people.


  I prayed this judgment with faith. Of course, I knew that the custom officials weren't going to stand at their booths actually asleep. But I believed there would be a numbness, maybe even a disinterest in what was happening, that would allow our safe entry into the country.


  As we lined up in customs, I became a little disheartened when I saw how the customs agents were searching everyone's baggage. They were opening cases and boxes, even looking in paper bags and envelopes. I knew the thirty kilos of Bibles that I had in my suitcase would soon be discovered.


  When I looked down the line of custom agents, I saw an agent near the end of the line who seemed to be in her own little world, acting very non-chalant, almost lethargic. So I wheeled my airport trolley down to her, and she simply waved me through customs. She couldn't have cared less about whether I had been carrying gold or a bomb. I took my suitcase with all its Bibles and got outside of the airport as quickly as possible.


  All five members of our party sailed through customs. Not one had to put their suitcases on the counter. I believe we were led to the customs agent that had a spirit of sleep, as the judgment of the Lord had declared. The Lord had executed His written judgment.


  Another time when we visited Berlin a similar thing happened. I asked the Lord what His judgments were upon Berlin. Everybody knows the problems Berlin has faced. The wall had only come down five months previously when my wife and I felt led of the Lord to visit this city. We didn't have meetings planned. We simply went there to pray.


  We spent much time praying in the center of the city trying to find out God's purposes and strategies for Berlin. To my amazement the Lord quickened Psalm 48 in my spirit. I had read this scripture many times, and I couldn't believe that this was God's will for Berlin. This scripture states, "Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised in the city of our God in the mountain of his holiness. Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is Mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King. God is known in her palaces ... for lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together."


  Surprisingly enough, we learned that Berlin used to be the capital of the world. Kings, queens, nobles, and princes of all nations would gather in Berlin for their regal gatherings, balls, and processions.


  When we learned of this, I was astounded. My prayer was the whole of Psalm 48. I prayed that God would beautify the city and pour out His grace. There have been many problems such as witchcraft and war and even as Psalm 48:6 states, "Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman in travail." Still, while they have previously grouped themselves with Satan, God desires that Berlin be a place of beauty like Zion.


  "Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof. Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following. For this God is our God forever and ever: he will be our guide even unto death." I believe that Berlin is yet to see a move of God. I prayed Psalm 48 as the judgment of God upon this city.


  Several times we visited Munich and did exactly the same thing. What were the judgments written upon Munich? We all know that Munich is the city where Hitler started the war. This is where the Nazi Party did most of its planning for World War II. Munich has been virtually given over to witchcraft and other sordid things.


  Still, the Lord quickened Psalm 69 to my spirit. Though I didn't completely understand at first, as I continued to read the chapter through several times, the last two verses stood out: "For God will save Zion, and will build the cities of Judah: that they may dwell there, and have it in possession. The seed also of his servants shall inherit it: and they that love his name shall dwell therein." I knew God had a purpose for Munich.


  But what was God's will, His judgment for Munich? I believe God desires that Munich become like the city of Zion. I believe God longs to have the inhabitants of this country sing His praises and come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.


  We shouldn't forget that the modern era of the church came from Germany. Martin Luther was a German priest who received a startling revelation that "the just shall live by faith." God intended that Germany be a land of revelation. Germany is to be a land where Luther's revival continues and other revelations flow.


  However, instead of being the Father's land of revelation, Germany became the "Father Land" of revolution and riot. The frustrating purposes of Satan overrode the judgments of God for the nation of Germany. Instead of further truth, revelation, and power, a dictator arose with a spirit of antichrist and rebellion.


  But God's word is again coming to this nation. The will of God that has been determined for Munich and its inhabitants will prevail.


  God has a will for every person, city, and nation. The ability to understand His will comes by the revelation or the prophetic anointing of the Holy Spirit. We can only know how to pray for cities, towns, villages, leaders, presidents, kings, and pastors and leaders of our churches when we understand God's judgments that are written in His Word.


  The Word of the Lord is given to everyone so we can pray the will of God. We then bind frustrating, counterfeiting powers that seek to take advantage. Remember, Satan's purpose is to kill, steal, and to destroy (John 10:10). We need to pray the prayers, judgments, and statements that the Spirit of God shows us in the Word of God.


  
    


  


  


  High Praise Through Worship


  I remember one story of a minister whose church was praising, worshiping, and loving the Lord. Then all of a sudden, the Lord opened the pastor's eyes and he saw a huge demonic spirit at the edge of the platform reaching through the roof of the building and stretching the height of a four or five story building.


  The pastor continued watching as the innocent congregation continued their singing. As they sang, the spirit began to move, rocking backwards and forwards. When the people stopped praising, the evil spirit folded his arms and began to smile.


  The pastor encouraged the people to continue their praise—and to praise even greater. As their praise intensified, an anointing was released upon the congregation. This caused the evil spirit to again rock backwards and forwards and then to finally crash to the ground. The congregation, unaware of what was happening, suddenly began to clap, praising God with total abandonment in the Spirit.


  They had won a victory and were not even aware they had. As they praised, angels were released from heaven that came and bound the demonic prince with fetters of iron and chains. A prince power over that church and city was bound and was never again able to operate in that city.


  The high praises of God are not always for a confrontation of the enemy. Still, praise directed to the Lord releases the Lord to bind the powers of darkness and send them forever crashing to the nether regions. While our worship is a single-minded expression of love to God and we may not have any thought of warfare, in actuality it is a two-edged sword that binds the enemy.


  We are not always conscious of all that God wants to accomplish, yet our worship releases Him to bring the judgment He desires. This worship brings down wicked prince powers that have used their craftiness for years by bringing destructive forces to bear against God's people in forms of sicknesses that cannot be healed and diseases for which doctors have no answers.


  As we worship, the enemy crashes to the ground and no longer rules and we exalt the lordship of Christ. Remember David's defeat of Goliath? It wasn't the end of his battle— just the beginning. The defeated strongman also had a whole army behind him that the rest of the army of Israel chased and destroyed.


  Our initial victory opens the door for us to continue fighting. In other words, just because we kill the commander doesn't necessarily mean we've defeated the army.


  We must continue our warfare with more praise, worship, and declarations of the purposes of God. It is during subsequent times of prayer and rejoicing in that victory that the Lord continues to defeat the power and army that tries to follow.


  Such victories are refreshing and liberating as they affect our towns, churches, and communities.


  
    


  


  


  Power Walking


  We should walk or drive up and down our streets and praise God. When we do, we will see our community change. Power walkers go up and down the streets to bring their body into another area of fitness. We too can walk up and down our streets and bind the spirits in households and release the goodness of God into these homes. We should power walk our intercession and spiritual warfare and release our neighbors from spirits of contention and blasphemy and release the goodness of God into our community.


  Believe you have the ability to change your streets! You don't necessarily have to speak to a person in the street to release them from the binding, blinding power of the enemy and bring the judgments written upon them. This is not a negative but a positive declaration of the purpose of God for every person on the face of the earth.


  Everyone has a destiny, and the church can declare the purposes of God for their lives as they walk past their houses. Under our breath, in our thinking, or as we are walking or driving past our neighborhoods, let's bless our community and release the purposes of God. There are so many benefits to this sort of declaration. I believe this is how we shall bring multitudes out of the valley of decision.


  
    


  


  


  Clapping


  I love clapping. I love to walk around as I pray and, of course, you must use caution if there are others in the home who may be disturbed by this. Still, you can cup your hands and clap so the noise is minimized in these cases.


  You also can clap and make a noise when you're in the fellowship of other Christians. Then you can clap heartily as unto the Lord.


  This is our expression celebrating the goodness of God. Someone has even compared clapping to dancing—dancing with your hands. You also can clap because you're excited about what God is doing. And you can clap as warfare. Don't be inhibited in the area of warfare.


  The world claps. Look at advertisements for big rock concerts. We see people counterfeiting what God gave to the church. They use the clap to release demonic spirits in the city. Thousands of people sway from side to side, hands above their head, totally uninhibited, clapping to demonically-inspired lyrics.


  As they sway and clap, the anointing of an unholy spirit comes upon them that releases demonic power. They celebrate with unity of purpose and thought.


  But let's not copy the enemy. They've taken a leaf out of our book. Our praises and clapping should produce unity because we know that this expression is accomplishing something. Our expression and unity will break their curses and demonic power.


  Sometimes we fight the enemy with his own weapons. Jesus died on the cross and His death defeated the power of death. He took on sin so that He might destroy the power of sin. Jesus took poverty upon Himself that He might destroy the power of poverty. He took sickness upon Himself that He might defeat our sicknesses.


  We too can clap and defeat the power of the enemy's clapping. We can dance to the Lord and break the power of the demonic dancing. We can clap, shout, and dance as weapons of war, as well as a means of worshiping the Lord.


  Psalm 144 states, "Blessed be the Lord my strength, which teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers to fight. My goodness, and my fortress; my high tower, and my deliverer; my shield, and he in whom I trust; who subdueth my people under me."


  When we put our hands together to clap, we initiate warfare. There are various types of clapping such as celebration and joyful clapping of excitement in what God has done.


  Then there is adoration clapping because of our love for the Lord. And there also is a warfare clapping that upsets the birds of the air, which represent demonic powers.


  Our clapping creates unity as our faith is tangibly expressed and released in aggression against the works of the enemy. I have found clapping to be a real source to release faith in our congregation and in our own lives personally. We have seen God do exciting things by our obedience of clapping.


  The enemy hates our clapping. Once a pastor was asked to minister in another city, but was very discouraged because the city was hard and cold, and the people didn't come out for evangelistic crusades.


  As he was sitting in his home wondering how he could best bring messages that would open up the city to the Gospel, the Lord gave him a vision of a huge wall that surrounded the city where he was to minister. He recognized certain characteristics of the city, but the wall puzzled him.


  Then the Spirit of the Lord revealed to him that the wall was a demonic power structure that had encircled the whole of the city. He noticed a gigantic, awesome evil spirit holding a huge spear guarding the wall of the city. In horror, the man recoiled at this hideous creature because of the evil power that emanated from it.


  "What will I do"? he asked the Lord, and the Lord replied, "I want you to clap." But he thought, "I'm not going to clap. What good would clapping do?" Still, the Lord said, "Clap!" He obeyed the Lord and started halfheartedly slapping his hands together.


  To his amazement his clapping got the attention of the demonic spirit. So he clapped a bit more, and the spirit became more agitated. Then the pastor got an idea. He stood on his feet and began to stomp his feet and clap. He walked up and down the room clapping.


  The more he clapped, the more agitated the spirit became. Finally, the spirit became so agitated it threw its spear over the wall, climbed up the wall, and disappeared. The pastor laughed and kept on clapping, thinking to himself, "Well, I've gotten rid of the spirit."


  He kept on clapping and noticed cracks beginning to appear in the wall that surrounded the city, so he clapped some more and praised God. His spirit was charged with enthusiasm and excitement as he clapped and large chunks of the wall began to fall down until the wall collapsed. Praise flooded his heart because of the victory he had received.


  When he arrived at his meeting only a few people were there, so he rose to speak and said, "We're going to praise God tonight. God is an exciting God and He's full of life and power and He has a strategy for this city. Let's all stand."


  The people struggled to their feet, not very excited about standing, and certainly not very excited about having to praise. Then he said, "Let's clap unto the Lord." They didn't want to clap so he started to clap enthusiastically by himself.


  He continued praising the Lord and smiling at the people, and it wasn't long before his enthusiasm began to affect them. They started to smile and clap with great enthusiasm and began praising the Lord.


  Then something happened in the realm of the spirit. As the evil power was broken, people started coming in droves to the church. There were many salvations and healings. The church grew and prospered because the people began to clap.


  Many churches are released from inhibitions and the religiosity from Satan by enthusiastic clapping. Clapping in tempo or clapping to a beat in unity breaks the curses brought on a community through witchcraft and other means. God teaches our hands how to war and our fingers to fight, and He has strengthened our arms so we can bend a bow of brass in Jesus' name to defeat the power of the enemy.


  Some years ago I ministered in the city of Adelaide, Australia, on the subject of clapping unto the Lord. The church had never done this before, and when we all began to clap, an anointing to clap came upon the congregation.


  We clapped and praised and shouted unto the Lord. People began to receive healing as the clapping broke the power of sickness. The spirit of heaviness that was upon the congregation began to lift.


  Clapping is an area of spiritual warfare that we can perform in our devotions at home. Make this weapon a family affair. Clap unto the Lord with enthusiasm and faith. The joy of the Lord becomes our strength, and we begin to experience a new excitement and freshness in our spirit.


  High praises allow God to exercise His judgment against injustice as Psalm 149 extols. The particular group of people involved in the injustice is not necessarily God's interest. God simply hates injustice. Any form of injustice will incur the wrath of God. So, in our praising and clapping, or whatever form of warfare the Spirit of God urges, we may be affecting a national situation or many other areas.


  Another Psalm you may be familiar with is Psalm 47, which begins "O CLAP your hands, all ye people!" As we clap our hands, I believe this action releases the angels of the Lord and the power of God to operate in our midst.


  Whether I feel fit and strong or sick and tired, I know if I do some of these spiritual activities something in the heavenly realm is accomplished. You never waste your tears or your clapping. Nothing is wasted or futile. God uses everything we do, no matter how small. The Lord even honored the widow's mite for it represented all she possessed.


  So give! Give unto the Lord heartily. Give with all your heart, joyfully, and give with what understanding you have. Wage a good warfare and you will find that God will give an abundant increase.


  Sometimes the clapping of our hands sounds like marching feet, as an army would do. I believe when we're clapping our hands it's like the marching in the mulberry trees that David heard when he waited for the feet of the heavenly army to march through the atmosphere (2 Samuel 5:24).


  As we clap we too release the armies of heaven. We clap and create a tempo that is destructive in its power. I believe the anointing that destroys the yoke is the anointing that comes upon us in warfare. This anointing destroys the strategy of the enemy and his cunning, deceitful works and lies against people and nations.


  
    


  


  


  Dancing


  Dancing has caused great controversy in the church. Yet many Psalms, especially Psalms 149 and 150, talk about dancing. If we look into the original Hebrew and the Greek, we find that many of the words used for "glad," "gladness," "joy" and "joyful" come from the root word that denotes dancing.


  The scriptures are filled with exhortations to dance, but many of the interpreters of our Bible translated "dancing" as "gladness." In a sense that's correct because there is joy and gladness in dancing.


  Think back to an old western movie. Remember how the Indians danced before they went to war? The aboriginals of Australia dance a corroboree, and in fact most of the primitive nations find expression in their dancing that releases demonic power because their dancing is actually an offering to evil spirits.


  Many pagan nations speak to spirits in the form of animals and other spirits. At certain functions they call on those spirits to rule over their city. Through their witch doctors they speak to these spirits and seek and take their advice. Westerners often find this difficult to understand but, nevertheless, there is a whole realm of the spirit out there militating against the body of Christ.


  Many times in earlier generations before going to war the people danced and conjured up spirits and had their witch doctors cast spells and trances upon their enemies so that victory was easily won. Even though much of this was done years ago, many of those spells have not automatically passed away.


  Generational curses will continue. A spirit is an eternal thing. Since you cannot destroy a spirit, the curses that were generated or planted years ago continue to exist.


  We can build lavish architecture and wipe out tribal grounds with modern cities, but some of those areas are still sacred and held under the rulership of ruling spirits. The curses produced by the dancing, corroborees, and incantations of these witch doctors still exist. This is why many towns have particular sicknesses and crimes and unsavory characteristics in their dancing. As they dance, they bring up and strengthen spirits and plant curses and demonic powers over that locality.


  But as we dance with joyfulness to the Lord, He turns our mourning into joy (Jeremiah 31:13). Our dancing is exciting and wonderful and to be enjoyed. Still, there is also dancing that is warfare. This dance cancels out the dance of the heathen by the dance of the righteous.


  In 1989 I visited a church in the United States that had many problems because of a curse that was against them. I felt this curse had come from a spirit medium over the church. Later, the people told us they had found out that a spirit medium was indeed cursing the church by dancing and marching around their property constantly. When the congregation broke the curse, the church came into greater liberty. Now they are buying additional property because of the growth.


  We need to claim the ownership of our property and land for the Lord. Just building a church or a house on property and dedicating the building to the Lord is often not enough. We have to dance around it, praise the Lord for it and break the power of the cursed ownership of the enemy and release the land back to the ownership of the Lord.


  
    


  


  


  Shouting


  Shouting is a great weapon of war, but many people have never used it. Psalm 47:1 states: "O CLAP your hands all ye people; shout unto God with the voice of triumph!"


  We tell people to obey the Word and be saved and water baptized. We obey the Word for healing and many other areas. Still, we often ignore many verses that speak of shouting unto the Lord.


  There is a shout of praise and of triumph where we lift up our voices and shout unto God, and we should shout in our homes because there is a shout that defeats the enemy. We should shout in our church because there is a shout that breaks the covering power of evil spirits.


  We have nothing to be ashamed of. Jesus Christ is our King. Psalm 47 states that the Lord Most High is awesome and He is a great king over all the earth. Shouting requires more faith than speaking. Speaking and clapping are fine, but we must have more courage and faith to shout. The Lord is in the shout. Faith expressed in the shout forms a weapon of the Lord's choosing that defeats enemy powers.


  Verse 5 of Psalm 47 says that "God is gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. Sing praises to God, sing praises: sing praises unto our King, sing praises. For God is the King of all the earth: sing ye praises with understanding."


  This is possibly linked with the resurrection of Christ. The Israelites used to lift up the Ark of the Covenant every morning and shout, "Let God arise and let His enemies be scattered." They shouted to the hills and to the nations that were gathered around. They shouted into the heavens and at the enemy.


  There's real power released in shouting. Shouting is a weapon of war. 2 Chronicles 13:15 tells of the children of Judah being pursued by the enemy. They were totally surrounded and outnumbered. They were powerless. To all intents and purposes they were defeated. But then they gathered themselves together and shouted unto God. As a result of their shouting, the Lord slew 500,000 of their enemy.


  Now that's a victory! One-half million of the enemy died. Perhaps they died as a result of burst eardrums! Judah, the tribe of praise, shouted unto the Lord, and their shouting became a weapon of war that defeated an army.


  Thessalonians tells us that Jesus is coming back with a shout and the sound of a trumpet. That's how He's coming back; but the Bible doesn't say that's how He went. The Book of Acts tells us that He is coming as He left.


  I believe Jesus ascended into heaven shouting. What was He shouting? Psalm 24 tells us very clearly what He declared in the shout—"Lift up your heads, O ye gates: and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of Glory shall come in." When the gatekeeper of the Kingdom of Heaven said, "Who is this King of Glory?" the Lord Jesus shouted to him, "The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory."


  So I believe from scripture that God ascended with a shout and I believe it bound the powers of the enemy and scattered them. As He ascended shouting His victory through Satan's domain, the principalities and the powers of the air, He ascended on high to declare the divine purposes of God. As He did so, He released to the earth the right for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and the giftings of men.


  In Psalm 68:17 we read, "The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels: the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy place. Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou hast received gifts for men." This is prophetic of what happened in the ascension.


  Ephesians 4:8-11 states, "When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men...


  And he gave some; apostles, and some prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the edifying of the body of Christ."


  I believe linking these scriptures together shows that these ministry gifts were released by Jesus Christ as He ascended, shouted, and declared the purposes of God, as angels and chariots—as at Sinai—accompanied Him to heaven.


  There must have been a grand parade as Jesus ascended! Through Jesus Christ's ascension the power of God is now available, having been released through Jesus Christ when he rose from the dead. This power is available not because of His burial but because He ascended on high.


  The ascension shout! This released the gifts that were given to men so they could look after the church. The authority of Christ was invested in men through the fivefold ministry gifts and attained through the ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ. This was made available by the shouting of Jesus Christ as it states in the Psalms.


  This same Jesus shall so come in like manner with a shout. His shout must have displaced the powers of darkness that were holding back the giftings of God to be given to the church. Now He has a name above every name. He has gone higher than the heavens, and He's higher than every principality and power because He shouted the victory.


  The church should do the same. We are privileged to shout the praises of God. In our meetings, if we will clap, shout, and dance unto the Lord, we will release the giftings of God. We will displace the powers of darkness and true authority will be exercised in the headship of the church. Jesus Christ's glory shall then be made manifest.


  In our meetings, we have found that when people have shouted unto the Lord they have been released from their own bondages. The power of darkness has been broken and they have been healed. The shout is an exciting and thrilling part of our spiritual warfare.


  Psalm 5 is a beautiful Psalm. Verse 3 says, "My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O Lord; in the morning I will direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up." Verse 11 adds, "But let all those who put their trust in thee rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, because thou defendest them: let them also that love thy name be joyful in thee. For thou, Lord, wilt bless the righteous; with favor wilt thou compass him as with a shield."


  We see in these verses the words "defeat them" and "surround you with a shield." The Lord is able to guide and guard us when we shout. There is a shout in warfare, a shout of praise, and a shout of triumph that will bring a defense to the people of God as it breaks down the defenses of the enemy. To shout with joy and glee should be a daily experience for warriors.


  
    


  


  


  Declaration


  We must declare the will of God. The Lord's Prayer in some ways is a weapon of war because it declares the purposes of God, which in itself is a weapon of war, because it displaces the words and curses of the enemy.


  Goliath declared to David that he was going to defeat him. This was a declaration of the enemy. David made a counter-declaration when he declared the purposes of God. David won because there is more power and authority in the declaration of God by the saints than in the curses of the enemy.


  When we declare "Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven," we are declaring that the Kingdom of God is going to come on earth and work in every situation even in the midst of a hostile generation. Still, we must make our declarations as a word of faith.


  Some years ago I visited Kalgoorile, Australia, to conduct meetings. At first I wasn't interested in going because no one had been able to establish a Pentecostal church in this town in Western Australia. Going to this gold mining center to establish a work seemed a futile, fruitless exercise.


  However, the Lord spoke very clearly to me and said, "I have many people in this town that will worship Me." So I went. I moved into a motel to be independent of everyone and put an advertisement in the paper and announced that I was having a series of meetings.


  I was greatly surprised by the number of people who attended the first couple of meetings. There really was an interest in the things of God among the town people. One Saturday night when I returned to my motel a tremendous demonic attack overwhelmed me. A spirit of heaviness took all my energy. I could hardly get out of my car and move to the door of the motel. I felt like a drunken man. Finally, after much effort, I opened the door and laid on the floor of my room. After that, all I wanted to do was get out of the town.


  Great fear gripped my heart and my mind was flooded with thoughts of defeat. I could not understand what was happening because the enemy kept speaking and sowing thoughts of discord and fear into my heart. Prayer became difficult and I felt almost as though God had forsaken me as I lay on the floor bombarded by demonic power.


  At length I started to cry out, "Lord, help me. I'm here to do your will and I feel like running away. I don't understand. Help me, Lord. Help me."


  I cried to the Lord, "Give me a weapon that I can declare against the enemy." Eventually the Lord quickened a verse to my spirit: "The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon." (Judges 7:18) To be quite honest, I didn't feel that this passage was a very effective weapon.


  I even said to the Lord, "I thought You would have done better than that!" I wondered why He didn't give me something more dynamic or powerful. But as I began to think of the verse I realized this passage was dynamic and powerful. Gideon defeated a whole army with only 300 men by declaring simply, "the sword of the Lord and of Gideon."


  Though I had no energy or strength and still felt overwhelmed by the spirit of the town, I began to whisper, "The sword of the Lord and of Gideon." As I repeated these words, I found myself becoming stronger and stronger. Soon I was able to jump to my feet. Grabbing into the air for what I believed to be the sword of the Lord and swishing this imaginary sword all around the room, I began saying quite boldly, "THE SWORD OF THE LORD, AND OF GIDEON".


  I swished the sword and prayed and shouted, "The sword of the Lord, And Of Gideon." The victory in my room was complete. There was no fear, no thought of running or hiding, or of intimidation. All was gone and I was riding the crest of faith declaring, "The sword of the Lord, And Of Gideon."


  The next morning I drove up and down every street for hours declaring, "The sword of the Lord, And Of Gideon." Man, did I ever enjoy myself as my car filled with the anointing of the Lord. I drove up and down those streets shouting and declaring those wonderful words. At that time, the church in this city was small and unable to achieve much because of the oppressive power that controlled the area.


  As I related my experience and had the people declare victory for their city, the church won victory. That particular church has now been established for some eleven years. We now have a parsonage and a church building and other churches in the area have grown as well.


  But I believe the biggest harvest is still to come in that town because of "the sword of the Lord, And Of Gideon." Two years later someone came to the church and gave a testimony of how one morning they were lying in bed very sick. The doctor treated them but they were unable to get any measure of healing. Then all of a sudden, the power of God came into the room and they received a miraculous healing.


  The date this woman was healed was the same morning I was riding up and down the streets declaring "The sword of the Lord, And Of Gideon." I must have driven past that lady's house as she was crying out to the Lord. As I declared to the heavens the liberating sword of the Lord, she received her freedom and God miraculously healed her.


  We need to listen for and determine God's declaration for our cities. We must declare "The sword of the Lord, And Of Gideon" or whatever statement the Lord desires. We then declare the written judgments of the Lord for that area. We, in essence, declare the will of God.


  So we see that our praising, declarations, singing, dancing, and clapping will disperse the unclean spirits from our cities and will bring the healing lordship power of Jesus Christ no matter where we are. Then the Kingdom of God will be built because of our declarations of the purposes of God.


  
    


  


  


  Giving


  One of the great disappointments in modern church history is the abuse of money. Finance hits a sensitive nerve. The manipulation of some ministries to build their own kingdoms and control people and their giving is one of the sad charges leveled against the church. The unbeliever mocks the church and rightly so because of the swindling, manipulative taking of offerings and administration.


  Financially, the 1980's were an immoral decade in that they were highlighted by the schemes of carnal men manipulating emotional offerings to furnish themselves with the wool of the sheep. Shamelessly they abused this beautiful area of ministry to the Lord. In fact, giving is an act of worship.


  Raising church finances has been tainted and tarnished to such an extent that it has left a stench in the nostrils of millions of people. This debauchery is an indictment against the church. We have not protected this precious area of giving to the Lord.


  I believe that correct scriptural giving is a weapon of war. We need to look at this element of spiritual warfare unemotionally and with a right attitude, both spiritually and scripturally and with prophetic understanding, so we can see how Satan has made in-roads into one of the most vital areas of the church. Too often today, our offerings are given with distrust and week after week giving is not sacrificial or with joy.


  I believe this is one of Satan's most cunningly devised plots to hold back the Gospel of Christ. He has planned and plotted a means whereby, to a large degree, he controls the church. Finance is the fertilizer that causes the Kingdom to grow.


  If Satan controls the church's finances, he has stunted the growth of the church. He uses his impish strategy to control whether the church expands, buys land, affects buildings, employs more staff, sends out more missionaries, prints more Bibles and tracts, and uses television and radio.


  I believe the area of tithing and giving to the Lord is a most holy and sacred area of our worship. In Genesis 14:18, Melchizedek, the High Priest and King of Salem, brought bread and wine to Abram—symbolizing the Table of the Lord. This High Priest was symbolic of the Lord Jesus Christ and was possibly an Old Testament manifestation of our Lord. When Melchizedek met with Abram for this communion, Abram responded with the tithe of all his goods. Whenever God meets or speaks to us, it is so we might respond. Abram responded because Melchizedek came and gave what would represent Jesus giving His life. Then Abram responded with what represented his life and gave his tithes.


  Our father of faith gave tithes of all he had. The Lord Jesus gives us His tithes when we celebrate by partaking of the bread and wine at the Table of Communion. This is a holy, beautiful time of giving and receiving. We receive the bread and wine representing the totality of the Lordship of Christ. Likewise, giving our tithes represents the totality of all that we are. We give in response to what God has given to us. Nevertheless, we find this is where Satan sometimes hits the hardest.


  The Book of Acts documents a classic episode of Satan coming to control our finances and level of faith. In the familiar story of Ananias and Sapphira, in Acts 5:2, "And kept back part of the price." Verse 3 states that Satan had filled their hearts to lie to the Holy Spirit about the offering. So Ananias and Sapphira told the Holy Spirit they gave everything.


  We see that the Holy Spirit watches over what we give to the Lord, while Satan tells us to keep back part. Our giving is not to the church or to the Lord's servants. Our giving is to the Lord, and the Holy Spirit watches over our giving.


  Jesus sat at the treasury and watched what people were giving. Satan doesn't mind if you give only a certain part to the Lord, except he doesn't want you to give everything to the Lord. He wants you to keep back part. But the part you keep back is satanically inspired, and so what you take home is cursed because you have kept it back at Satan's inspiration. This is a dangerous situation that should be examined carefully because the Holy Spirit and Satan are both looking at our offerings. The amount you give should be the amount the Holy Spirit asks for, which is all.


  The powers of darkness are dealt a deathblow by righteous giving. We release the power of God into our projects and God's beneficial fruitfulness into our life by righteous giving.


  If you have a specific problem for which you have no answer, I believe you can often find a real release when you give extra in the offering plate. Giving is a great method of warfare. "Give, and it shall be given unto you" (Luke 6:38). The Lord will bless your liberality.


  In my homeland of Australia, if we don't shear sheep, they will go to some log or fence post and rub away the wool. Then you will find pieces of fleece all over the paddock. They lose their wool haphazardly and look a mess. But when a sheep is shorn properly, it maintains good health and produces lanolin on its skin to keep it healthy and strong, with the ability to produce another fleece.


  The shepherd's responsibility is to make sure this fleece is used properly, but it is also up to the sheep—that's all of us—to make sure we give what God has required and not listen to any other suggestions. We cannot lie to the Holy Spirit.


  To give is to wage warfare against the god of greed and mammon. To give is to build God's Kingdom. Hebrews 7:8 says that here men who die receive tithes but there He receives them. I believe when we give our tithes and offerings or any other financial or material sacrifice to the Kingdom of God, we place it in the hands of Christ.


  
    


  


  


  Worship


  We cannot overestimate the value of worship. Worship means many things to different people. We worship with our money; we worship with service to the Lord. But I don't believe these things are worship. John 4:23-24 tells us that God is spirit and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for worshipers. God wants you —not just your substance.


  Those who desire to come to God must come with adoration, and bow down before Him, love Him and give


  Him prime time. Some people like to worship God just before they go to bed at night. But they're already tired and have spent their energies during the day. Consequently, they give God their worst time.


  God doesn't want to be on the receiving end of our worst. He wants us at our best. He wants to minister to us. He wants our friendship. He wants our life and our love.


  Praise is a time of joy and thankfulness—a rich time of excitement. But worship is something else. Worship is loving. Worship is adoration. Worship is intimacy. Worship is not thanking God for what He's done for us, but rather our adoration of Him for Who He is. We focus on the lordship of Jesus Christ or the Fatherhood of God, and as we learn His heart and His ways, we see His glory.


  Though Moses had seen all the miracles God performed in Egypt, he still believed God was holding something back from him for he said, "...shew me thy glory" (Exodus 33:18). God was only too happy to oblige and hid Moses in a rock and covered him with His hand. Then God declared His eternal purposes and showed His goodness to Moses. There Moses beheld the glory of the Lord.


  God wants to reveal His glory to His church. He's longing for us to come with expectation into His presence so we may dwell in His company and worship, love and adore Him. Many people, however, find it discouraging to spend long periods of time in His presence. Still, we can't wait on the Lord hour after hour or twenty-four hours at a time unless we're accustomed to His presence and know what He wants us to do.


  When both Moses and Ezekiel experienced the presence of God, God called them to come aside. Obediently, Moses sat for a week waiting on the mountain called Sinai. Perhaps he said to himself, "What a waste of time this is. Why am I sitting here?" After a while he probably expected God to appear. Maybe he sat all day wondering whether he had even heard right. The next day he could have been jumping up and down saying, "Come on God, where are you?" By the third, fourth, and fifth days, he was probably getting very impatient.


  But God was taking away his impatience. God wanted to rid him of his pride and anger of heart. When Moses calmed his heart and was still in his spirit, God came and spoke to him. We too must learn to wait and be still in order to know that God is God. We must let anxiety, impatience, and anger subside from our spirits. If God was to come too quickly, we would be telling Him how to run His Universe and what He should do with someone else.


  We go into His presence with worship and singing and praising and become still in our hearts and minds. Then we have ears to hear—not a mouth to speak.


  When the High Priest of old went into the Holy of Holies the scriptures promised that God would meet him there. The High Priest did not come to talk to God, but God came to talk to the High Priest. While praising and singing and clapping are necessary parts of worship, they only provide the atmosphere where God can speak to us.


  During worship, the Spirit irons out the wrinkles of our spirit. God begins to change our lives so we become compatible with Him, and we are gradually changed into His image. Little by little, line upon line, precept upon precept, the change begins to take place. Our attitudes, thinking, and philosophy becomes compatible with the Almighty.


  This union generates faith. When we worship, our adoration and exaltation of His name diminishes the strength of the power of darkness. Out of worship comes strength and the entrance for the power of God to operate in our lives.


  Two years ago the Lord told me to go to Brussels. Quite miraculously the passage was worked out. When I knew I would be going, I spent the next few months in the presence of the Lord. I knew I possessed nothing of myself to help Brussels, so I spent much time in worship.


  One day I felt the presence of the Lord very keenly, and I said to my heavenly Father, "Father isn't this funny, I haven't had any warfare for weeks." The Lord replied, "Would you like to have some warfare?"


  "I don't really want any warfare," I quickly retorted. "I was only making a comment, Father." The Lord came back with, "Would you like some warfare?" I soon realized that God wanted warfare, so I said, "If it would please you, Lord, let's have some warfare."


  Immediately in a vision I was standing in Brussels. I had never been there before, but I was in a paddock in the open grasslands. What a beautiful sight! But in front of me some several hundred yards away stood a grotesque giant coming up as if from behind a hill. The giant grew bigger and bigger, and I became afraid. "What is this thing?" I wondered. I asked the Lord, "What should I do now?"


  The Lord replied, "What do you have in your hand?" "I haven't anything!" I replied. "Look," He said, and in my hand I noted that I held a huge spear. "Throw it!" He ordered, so I threw it in the name of Jesus. I watched the spear fly through the air and strike the giant between the eyes and drop him to the ground.


  "I got you in the name of Jesus," I said triumphantly. "I bind the spirit that is operating in Brussels. You will never affect Brussels again." The next moment the vision ended, and I was standing in my room again. The vision had been incredible.


  At the turn off to the campground where I was speaking in Brussels, I saw the field I had seen in my vision. There were undulating fields and wheat harvesting. Behind this were the trees. I had seen it all in my vision. Somehow in the spirit I had gone to that place and literally defeated one of the spirits that ruled over the city.


  We had a great camp, one of the greatest camps ever held. Ours was the thirteenth, and as it turned out, an unlucky number for the devil. People came to Christ and were saved and healed. This great time was not because of anything Frank Hultgren did, but because the power of God had assisted me to defeat one of the city's ruling spirits in my worship and warfare at home.


  There is no distance in prayer, and in the realm of the spirit the Lord can give us authority anywhere. I gained authority that day by worshiping the Lord. So I spend most of my time worshiping, praising, singing, and focusing my attention on God's greatness, goodness, and the majesty of the Lord Jesus Christ. If I see anything in my heart that is not pleasing to the Lord, I repent.


  Sometimes the Lord shows me things that are quite a surprise, but I don't just rush in to His presence and say, "Lord forgive me for that." I take time to work through the action carefully and slowly so that it doesn't come again. I don't want the devil to gain any advantage over me at all. Then I go back to worshiping and praising and loving God.


  One essential for success in spiritual warfare is obedience to the commander-in-chief. David did this. David could see the Philistines coming and defeating Jerusalem, and he inquired of the Lord. The Lord didn't want him to fight. He wanted him to sit under the mulberry trees. That was quite a different plan! But David did as he was told, and the Lord said, "...when thou hearest the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees... "(2 Samuel 5:22-25).


  Spiritual powers had not yet entered the battle, and David had to wait until the armies of heaven were released because the Philistines had Satanic armies on their side. Demonic forces were employed to defeat Zion, David's stronghold in Jerusalem. When David couldn't handle both the spiritual and the natural powers, God sent the spiritual armies of heaven to defeat the Philistine powers of darkness. Then when he heard the sound of marching feet or the armies of God, David knew it was time to fight.


  From worship and the resulting intimate relationship with God comes a willingness to submit our will to the will of God. We pray, "Thy will be done." Then when God says, "I want you to go to a certain place or do a particular thing," we're obedient. God knows the strategy for each situation. He's the planning director. He understands what the enemy is doing and knows his weaknesses.


  We only see the ugly strength of the enemy, but God knows how to unlock the power that defeats him. As we walk in obedience, there is an anointing of the spirit of might that comes upon us, and we are able to undo the works of Satan.


  In Genesis 49 when Jacob brought prophetic judgment on his twelve sons, his words were harsh until he came to his son Judah, whose name means "praise." God passed over four of his sons in order to come to praise. The individual with the prophetic anointing will pass over other things to come to praise, because praise is God-centered, not man-centered. Praise is thankfulness to God. Praise is appreciation for God's goodness. Praise will put your foot on the neck of your enemies. Praise will make you a lion instead of the one being hunted.


  The Book of Hebrews states that Jesus sprang forth out of Judah. Jesus arose as the Lion of the tribe of Judah and came forth out of praise. This means that praise produced the presence of Jesus. Resurrection power is loosed as we praise God. As we come into His presence and extol Him, we release the power and presence of the living, glorious Christ.


  Consider the story of David. At the Lord's direction


  Samuel went down to Jesse's household to anoint the next king of Israel. In 1 Samuel 16:1-13, Samuel had to Jesse present his sons for God to choose His anointed. No doubt Jesse felt quite excited over the prospect of one of his sons becoming the king of Israel. He brought his eldest son to Samuel who looked at him with delight and said, "Surely the Lord's anointed is before him."


  But God said, "Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart." The second son was presented to Samuel and he said, "Neither hath the Lord chosen this." The third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh sons also passed before Samuel, who by then must have thought that he had totally missed God's direction.


  "And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? And he said, There remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: for we will not sit down till he come hither" (1 Samuel 16:11).


  David came in and stood before the great prophet of God. Samuel immediately recognized that this was the man God had called to be king over Israel. David was chosen to be king because he was a worshiper of the Lord. He was the man who would take his harp and sing sweet songs of the Lord. He loved and worshiped his God, and he sang and brought glory and praise to the Lord. David was a worshiper, but he also was a man of war.


  Worshipers are good warriors. Worshipers know God, the mind of the Spirit, and are obedient because they come in submission and love to God. In obedience to the Lord's commands they go forth and fight a good warfare because the Spirit of the Lord is upon them to defeat bears, lions, and Goliaths. No matter how big the enemy, worshipers are able to wage a good warfare.


  As we worship the Lord we become a friend of the King, and He will reveal His heart to a friend. An interesting thing happened on the Day of Pentecost when Peter, being filled with the Holy Spirit, preached his great sermon. He quoted David, as a prophet who had insight into the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Because David was a worshiper, he knew the secrets of the Lord. Because David walked in complete harmony with God, God was able to show him His heart.


  When David put the Ark of the Covenant in an open tent as detailed in 2 Samuel 6:17, he would sit cross-legged on the ground and simply gaze at the glory of the Lord. He would hear the burning flame and see the power of God in the tent as the glory of the Lord shone above the Ark. Then the prophetic anointing would come upon him, and he probably wrote some of his psalms and sang to the Lord about how the revelation of the Spirit was impregnating his own.


  David appointed 24,000 singers, a thousand for every hour of the day. They would sing the beautiful songs of the Lord before the Ark of the Testimony. The anointing of the presence of God would come upon them and their music would echo around the city of Jerusalem. Hour after hour there was a new song, a new worshiper, a new depth, a new revelation, all because their worship to the Lord was in spirit and in truth.


  Somewhere in David's worship the hand of the Lord came upon him and he prepared the House of the Lord. Though he wasn't able to build this house himself, he made plans for its construction. He also drew up the course of worship and created the instruments of worship that were handed down even as far as to Nehemiah's and Ezra's day six centuries later. That worship was instituted by the Spirit of God upon David.


  David also was a mighty man of war because he was a man of worship who loved the Lord his God with all his heart, soul, mind, and strength. This is probably why he had such wisdom and could prophetically write the secrets of the Lord that were quoted by Peter on the Day of Pentecost. We should take a leaf out of David's book and begin to understand something of the nature of God, His character, His personality, and His ways. Remember, great worshipers become great warriors.


  A warrior is not necessarily a man with bulging muscles, but more often a worshiper of the Lord who spends time in the presence of the Almighty. To be successful in our warfare against the cunning devices of the enemy, we must spend time with our heavenly Father to get to know His ways.


  
    


  


  


  Lifted Hands—Touching God’s Throne


  In Exodus 17, the children of Israel complained and contended with Moses. They were ready to murder Moses. Their situation was not very promising. From this story we should realize that very often the enemy has the right to harass us, our family, church, or city because someone has made an opening for him.


  Giving place to the devil is something we have the ability to do. We can commit sin, like the children of Israel, who were complaining and contending against God's ordained authority, and open a door for the enemy. The whole episode in Exodus was a hostile venture that would produce great difficulty. In the end, the children of Israel contended to such a degree that they opened the door for a spirit of the Amalekite.


  Verse 7 tells us, "And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the Lord, saying, Is the Lord among us, or not?" The Israelites let down their defenses and fought among themselves. They contended against Moses, God's ordained authority. Because of their strife, Amalek came against them. Joshua then fought with Amalek in the valley, while Moses, Aaron and Hur climbed to the top of the hill.


  At the top of the hill Moses lifted his hand that held the rod of God. When he lifted his hand Israel prevailed, but when his hand became tired and he put the rod down, Amalek prevailed.


  There is a spiritual principle we should note in this example. When we complain against the church or its leader, we give room for the devil to come in. Even as the spirit of Amalek brought Israel into bondage, this same spirit can bring you or your church into bondage.


  In the end, Aaron and Hur had Moses sit on a rock, and each one stood on both sides of him and lifted his hands up until the going down of the sun. Verses 15 and 16 state, "And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovah-nissi (the Lord is my Banner): For he said, Because the Lord hath sworn that the Lord will have war with Amalek from generation to generation."


  Many authorities attest that the correct interpretation of this verse is that a hand is upon the throne of the Lord. Amalek was fighting with Joshua, and the spirit of Amalek was against the throne. The attack was not just against Joshua and Israel, but against God. The Amalekites wanted to usurp God's authority and as Amalek came against God in the flesh, they came against God in the Spirit.


  The spirit of Amalek tried to bring God down from His place of righteousness and defame and mock His Almightiness. But Moses had enough insight in the realm of the spirit to send Joshua to fight in the flesh while he went up onto the mountain with the rod of God in his hand and held his hands in the air.


  I believe he put his hand into the air as a spiritual symbol to steady the throne. You see, there was another hand against the throne. Amalek was trying to dislodge the throne of God. God's throne was under attack and, of course, Moses' arm wasn't long enough to stretch up into heaven to touch the throne.


  Still, the symbolism is there. Moses lifted his hand as if to say, "I'm in favor of God, His justice, mercy, and righteousness." Then he held up both hands and rejoiced in the power of God and defeated Amalek.


  The children of Israel defeated Amalek by the uplifted hands of Moses that proclaimed, "The Lord my Banner." His hands were the banner that waved victory and touched the throne of God. In turn, there was victory and the power of God upon the whole of the nation of Israel.


  Amalek is a dreadful spirit power that will attack the church's authority and its ruling position. This spirit tries to bring us down, belittle us, and humble us so we cannot rule with righteousness and with true anointing. But if we praise God with arms lifted in recognition that we're touching the throne, we're releasing God's mercy and justice and goodness. We'll then find that there will be less criticism, less bitterness, and less rebellion as we worship God with hands lifted. Lifted hands is a weapon of war. Let's raise our hands and touch the throne of God.


  One day as I was praying I felt the Lord say, "Lift up your hands." As I did I felt I was touching something. In my heart I heard the Lord saying, "You've touched the throne." The power of God was released and from that day forward and, even now, when I raise my hands, I often feel the presence and power of the Lord.


  When we touch the throne of God we are reestablishing God's authority on the earth and in heaven and God's right to rule in our hearts, our homes, and our churches. We also remove other hands that have usurped our authority to touch the throne.


  Hebrews 4:16 says, "Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need." The throne is known for its grace and mercy. The Amalekites hated God's throne because they didn't believe in justice or mercy. Having no throne of their own and no right to rule, they were usurpers.


  Even today this spirit endeavors to discredit God's throne. This spirit shows no grace or mercy and takes away our right to rule as kings and priests on the face of the earth. 1 Samuel 30:13 is an example of this pattern. While David was away at war, the Amalekites stole his household goods. When David set out after the Amalekites, he came across a sick Egyptian and asked him how he came to be out in the desert. "And he said, I am a young man of Egypt, servant to an Amalekite; and my master left me, because three days agone I fell sick."


  1 Samuel 31 relates that when King Saul committed suicide he asked his own armor-bearer to thrust his sword through him, but he refused, so Saul fell on his own sword. Then an Amalekite came and said that he had stood over Saul and killed him. This must have been a lie because he was already dead and couldn't have fallen by the Amalekite's hand. Still, 2 Samuel 1:10 states, "...I took the crown that was upon his head... "


  The Amalekite took Saul's crown and bracelet because he wanted the anointing upon Saul's head and the adornments of grace. This spirit will show no mercy. He will slay the Lord's anointed. His prime target is to take away the throne-rights of the Christian, which are his anointing and grace. The Amalekite spirit looks for contention and strife and those who will find fault with the leadership and the authority structure. His whole ministry is to discredit the church and, in particular, the authority of the believer. He is an anti-Christ spirit.


  The Amalekite is a vicious, merciless spirit. Because he has no throne, he will usurp yours. Because he has no anointing, he will take yours. He will do his utmost to take rule and reign even though he has no rights whatsoever.


  In 1 Samuel 15:12, the motive for the disobedience of King Saul was to raise a monument to himself. Though he went off to war at the Lord's command, he was disobedient to the Lord. Saul took the spoil he wanted and killed those he chose. He then brought back Agag the king of the Amalekites.


  I'm not sure what he intended doing to King Agag, but since he was filled with self importance, he became disobedient to the word of the Lord and brought back this wicked king. Can you imagine two kings ruling in the one place? One king of flesh and one king who represented a demonic group of people. Pride yielded to an Amalekitish spirit, and when the prophet Samuel, a man anointed with the grace and mercy of God, came and told Saul he was finished as ruler, Samuel took the sword and slew the Amalekite king.


  The Amalekite will knock the church off like flies if we allow him to. So the church must take a stand in righteousness, declare that the kingdom of God will be established, and that we inherit all the blessings and the favor of the Lord that flows from the throne of God.


  Because we believe in God's righteousness, mercy, and grace, there is help for everyone who will come to the throne of grace. However, the Amalekite spirit will block the way and make Christianity appear sickly and insipid, so he must be destroyed. We will release the favor of God and unity will come to the church because the Amalekitish spirit has been destroyed as we raise our hands in praise and worship of our living Lord Jesus Christ.


  
    


  


  


  Intimidation


  One matter that we must discuss, even if briefly, is intimidation. Satan will do his utmost not only to discredit, but to intimidate believers. However, if we realize who we are in Christ, then we have already won the battle.


  We hardly need to lift a finger to fight when we know our place and standing in Jesus Christ. The Lord is the armor in which we trust. If the enemy can cause us to fall into self pity, shame, unconfessed sin, or any area of unforgiveness, he has an opening to bring us down and to puncture our faith.


  Faith is an important key in spiritual warfare because without faith it is impossible to please God. If we feel unsure in any way or lack courage and vision for our task and duty towards the Lord, we have lost our way. We must know we have been washed in the precious blood of Jesus Christ. We must know our place in Christ and what God wants us to do. We must believe intensely in the power of the blood of Jesus Christ.


  One of our greatest weapons of spiritual warfare is our faith in the power of the blood of Jesus Christ. Romans 3:25 tells us that it is through faith in the blood of Jesus Christ that our sins are cleansed. We must confess in our prayer time our faith in the blood of Jesus and in the taking of communion and the breaking of bread. We must constantly ask the Lord to cleanse our minds, hearts, and lives so that we keep right relationship with Him. If we have self-pity or low self-esteem, the enemy will find an opening.


  Sometimes our faith is low and we feel that God will not use us. The children of Israel were afraid of the inhabitants of Canaan (Numbers 13:31-33). They stated that they felt like grasshoppers in their sight. If we have a grasshopper mentality, we will never defeat the spiritual giants of Canaan. We must have victory over self. We must not be afraid of confrontation.


  In Toronto recently where I was waiting to enter Cuba, I was attacked by a spirit of fear. I wanted to run and hide. I didn't want to go to Cuba, much less leave my room. Nevertheless, I knew God was sending me to Cuba on this mercy trip. As I called on the name of the Lord and began warfare, I faced an intimidating spirit.


  I started clapping my hands and dancing before the Lord even though I felt heavy and fearful. As I danced and praised and confessed the power of the blood of Jesus Christ, I bound the spirit and was freed from the fear that the spirit had brought into my room.


  The liberty and freedom that comes with the anointing of the Spirit of God is wonderful. To receive this anointing, however, we must make sure our hearts are clear and free at all times. A spirit of fear will belittle us and destroy our ministry.


  Many years ago a minister said to me, "Frank, I feel that you have a spirit of self-pity." Well, that nearly floored me. I'm not sure I really understood about self-pity at that time. Now I realize that self-pity is an intimidating spirit. I was afraid to venture into the things of the spirit that I so intensely wanted to enter.


  Once the anointing begins to manifest in your life, very often your weaknesses will surface and an intimidating spirit will try to intimidate you in your own eyes. This causes anger to rise so that you defend yourself to hide the self-pity. Self-pity is a curse that opens the door for more depression and oppression. In the end, self-pity will bring desires of suicide. Self-pity is centered in pride. When we learn to forgive ourselves, then ask for God's forgiveness and exercise our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, He can heal us from any self-pity.


  We must fight these spirits of intimidation and confront any problem we find in our own heart or seek counsel to help overcome them. In spiritual warfare we must not allow a chink in our armor whereby the enemy can intimidate or humiliate in any way.


  We must allow the Spirit of God to put His finger on any areas that bring about wrong attitudes or feelings of weakness and intimidation. If we don't, somewhere along the line there will be an intimidating spirit that will get the best of us. We don't have to be perfect to enter spiritual warfare, but we must be free of intimidation.


  
    


  


  


  The Blood Of Jesus


  We must constantly walk in God's light and allow the power of the precious blood of Jesus to cleanse us at all times. Revelation 12:11 states, "...they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb." This declaration will release the power of the blood of Jesus Christ.


  Once I heard a minister telling his prayer group to stand and quote all the scriptures they knew concerning the blood of Jesus. He said, "Let's fill the atmosphere with the powerful blood of Jesus Christ."


  I was thrilled as I heard the people quoting verses of scripture about the blood of the Lamb. There is power in the blood, wonder-working power in the blood of Jesus Christ. The blood is one of our greatest weapons against the power of the enemy.


  When we were traveling through Cairo recently, I was stunned by the deadness of the area. We went through a museum and saw the history of death. They showed us the tombs and the things recovered from the tombs of the kings and their idols. That night as I was trying to go to sleep, the Lord told me that the blood of the Lamb overcame the gods of Egypt. My mind flashed back to the Passover, when the Passover Lamb opened the way for every Israelite family to have protection from the angel of death. The blood of the Lamb brought them out of the land of Egypt.


  There still is power in that blood today. The blood of the Lord Jesus Christ cleanses the sin of the human heart, breaks the power of satanic deception, quenches the power of the enemy's temptation, releases people from condemnation and fear, and brings down every intimidation of the enemy.


  We thank God that His Son Jesus Christ gave His life on the cross and shed His blood as an everlasting atonement to cleanse us of our sin. The enemy hates the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is one of our great weapons of war. "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing." (Revelation 5:12). The blood of the Lamb cleanses us from all sin and presents us worthy before the throne.


  
    


  


  


  Faith


  Our weapons of war are only effective if we exercise faith. We must have faith in order to be unshakable in our warfare. One of the foundations for our faith is that the Lord of Hosts is leading us in our warfare. He has spoken to us, and we are confident that what we have in our hearts has been placed there by the word of the Lord. We exercise faith in the word of God against the power of the enemy. We fight the good fight of faith. We see our enemy and the destruction he has caused. Even though he appears bigger than us, by the power of God and our faith in Him, we command and demand that the he loose his hold. As we exercise faith in word and action, we overcome the enemy.


  At the same time, we receive anointing to bind the enemy. We must believe this is happening. We must believe the enemy is getting smaller and weaker and that the chains are coming off the person we pray for or that the enemy's power is being broken over a city.


  The Bible tells us that God sent His Word and healed them (Psalm 107:20). We must believe that the words we speak are filled with the power that God uses to perform His work. We exercise our faith in the words we speak, believing that there is an activity in the realm of the spirit to bind the prince power.


  Sometimes as we exercise our word of faith and sense the heat of the battle, our spirit senses that the conflict is not yet complete. We must then keep up our warfare, continuing to praise and speak the Word against the lies of the enemy. Our word of faith can become a prophetic anointing like David's against Goliath. We speak a word in season, bind the enemy and break down his power, and he becomes weaker.


  The anointing helps us understand what is happening in the realm of the spirit. As we feel the enemy growing weaker, we become stronger. We continue to demand that he loose his grip, binding him in the name and by the power of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.


  I believe the stature of a demon determines its authority. We must first strip them of their power then their stature. When they lose authority and dignity, they become ashamed among their demon peers and fall to a level where we can bind them. Someone said recently that demons were only bound for a day or even a year and then loosed. But what is the good of binding once if you have to bind again? I believe when we bind these demons, they are gone forever.


  Once a soldier is killed, he is out of the fight. If only wounded, he may recuperate. Once we bind a spirit, he is gone forever. Those that go into dry places can return and attack again. However, there is not a scripture in the Bible that says we cannot incarcerate these spirits in a prison house. So we bind them, and put them in a prison house or send them to the nether regions so they will never come back again.


  Such is the authority of faith and prophetic insight that you can receive to deal with these demons so that they are forever out of the battle—not maimed, but bound eternally in the name our the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.


  David never had to face Goliath again. He removed him from the scene of battle to the nether regions of the earth. I believe we have the same authority and power to do exactly the same.


  The blood of Jesus Christ will give you more than victory as you walk in the spirit. The light, the glory, and the power of God are yours.


  
    


  


  


  The Tongue


  Isaiah 54:17 states, "No weapon formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord." The enemy forms weapons, one of which is a tongue that rises against you in judgment. In James 3:6, the tongue is called a fire, a world of iniquity set on fire by hell. Many a tongue full of poison rises in judgment against the church. People bless God with their tongue and curse men with their tongue. This can bring damage to the church and to you personally.


  Isaiah 54:17 states that a weapon that is formed against us will not prosper if we fulfill the rest of the verse. You must "condemn the tongue." This does not mean condemning the person. Don't ever condemn people. Never pray against people. Pray against the spirit that operates behind the person and bind the strongman.


  This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord. Don't forget also to bless the person. This is when we break the power of the curse. If we let anger or intimidation rise in our hearts, we are going to be burnt. If we keep our attitudes right and condemn the tongue, we put out the fire from hell, all the while bringing an antidote against the poison of the tongue. Then we bind the spirit so it can no longer have an effect upon us again.


  As I was showering one day, a sharp pain suddenly stabbed me in my back. I was washing my hair and not doing anything to cause such severe pain, so I said to the


  Lord, "What is this?" The Lord replied, "Someone in your church is criticizing you, and the pain has come from their tongue. It is a fiery dart of the enemy."


  When I got to the office a while later, I saw the person I felt the Lord said was criticizing me, so I sat and talked to them for awhile. When I told them what happened while I was showering, they quickly confessed and asked me to forgive them. That is how criticism works. Criticism is done behind your back. That too, is how the devil works. But by the grace of God we condemn the tongue and receive healing.


  I believe some sicknesses come from this sort of action. On numerous occasions when heaviness and depression have come upon me for no apparent reason, I condemn tongues that might be speaking against me. The church must stand up and learn how to use her weapons of war, even to combat criticism that is set on course by the fire of hell. Praise God that we can exercise our faith in the Word of God and find an answer for pain and heaviness.


  
    


  


  


  Forgiveness


  I believe we should pay great attention to the area of forgiveness. We cannot overemphasize this weapon of warfare. Matthew 18 is a great chapter on forgiveness. Forgiveness brings release. If we do not forgive, we are bound and the person we won't forgive also has a measure of bondage in their heart.


  Remember the story of Jacob who wrestled all night at the river Jabok with God and the change that was wrought in his heart? As Jacob sought forgiveness on one side of the river, his brother Esau, who was coming with soldiers to kill him, relented and forgave him. There was forgiveness on both sides of the river.


  This is how forgiveness works. When we forgive, a work of grace happens not only in our heart, but also in the heart of the person we have a grudge against. Forgiveness is a two-sided street.


  Sometimes it is very difficult to forgive someone who has maliciously harmed you. One of the most difficult cases that I have seen was of a young lady who had been gang-raped. The experience was perhaps the most totally humiliating and degrading I have ever heard in a counseling session. She held such bitterness in her heart she couldn't progress in the things of the Lord.


  I explained to her about forgiveness and told her she must forgive the men. But she just stared at me and slammed her fist down on the desk and said, "I cannot forgive them."


  Her anger was justified. Still, gradually over the sharing of scriptures, I had the joy of seeing her weep her way to a place of forgiveness as she let the bitterness and anger against her attackers come out of her heart. She forgave them. I wept with her as the forgiveness of God was wrought in her heart.


  She had certainly not done anything wrong, but as she forgave her attackers even as Jesus on the cross said, "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:34) she felt peace and release. The martyr Stephen said, "Lord, lay not this sin to their charge"


  (Acts 7:60). Even though both their lives were taken away, they found a place of forgiveness for their slayers.


  We must forgive those who maliciously rob us of our reputation. Some will call us names and talk against us to others. Even if we never see these people, we still must forgive. To forgive is an act of God's grace and mercy. Forgiveness is an act of the will because we usually don't feel like forgiving. Nevertheless, we move in obedience to God's Word.


  We forgive without feelings. These come later. We operate in a realm of the spirit that is not in the realm of feelings. We willfully come to the throne of God and say, "Father, in Jesus' name I will to forgive the person who has damaged my reputation or who has done this malicious deed against me. I forgive them in Jesus' name. I release them from this charge against them in the name of Jesus. Forgive me for having bitterness or a grudge against them and release me in the name of Jesus."


  As we pray such a prayer, God's mercy is extended and grace is given to us and to the offender. There is a release in the realm of the spirit. We are restored. Many a person is sick because they carry bitterness. They desire to execute judgment against others. These negative thoughts open a door for the enemy. But as we forgive, the Lord Jesus forgives us and releases the curse that was activated because of our former unwillingness to forgive.


  
    


  


  


  Corporate Unity


  I believe entire towns like Nineveh, Samaria, Ephesus, and Philippi came to a saving knowledge of Christ. And I believe in our day we will see entire cities come to the Lord and pastors will flow in unity. Pastor Paul Yonggi Cho in South Korea has a congregation of seven hundred thousand people. We will see this multiplying of church structure in the days that are immediately ahead of us because the church has become aware of spiritual warfare. There is an open heaven over our churches and over our cities.


  Some years ago we were having meetings in Bintulu, Sarawak. The church where I was ministering was struggling to maintain its identity. My ministry team and the leaders of that church were holding a prayer meeting in the church on the second floor of the building. It was not a good prayer meeting. Nobody was praying together; everyone was walking about either looking at a book, reading a Bible, or staring out the window looking into space. There was no cohesion, no desire to pray, and no anointing. I couldn't understand why we were as we were. In desperation I asked Father to show me what the problem was so that we could come together and break through for the church and release it into greater effectiveness and ministry.


  Looking out our window, I saw a vision in the spirit. Outside the window about one hundred and fifty yards away from our building were demonic forces standing shoulder to shoulder surrounding the whole community. I could see big black spirits mocking us. This was why we couldn't pray. The force of those demonic powers were generated against us.


  I noticed an angel standing about halfway between us and the evil spirits. Then about twenty or thirty yards along, I saw another angel and then another. There was about one angel to forty or fifty of these demonic spirits. I looked at the angels and it seemed that they were tired, as though they had been fighting and battling for a long time. They were able to handle the evil spirits and keep them at bay, but their garments were torn and they were ruffled and battered as if there were no reinforcements to help them. The valiant warriors of God were standing their ground to protect the little struggling church from this flood of demonic spirits. I loved those angels.


  Tears came down my face as I saw the seemingly impossible situation we faced. Then I spun around from the window and called the people together and told them what I had seen. "We have to stand together in a circle and declare the purpose of God, I said. We have to pray whether we feel like it or not. Today we are going to have a breakthrough."


  Then something like a red hot poker went into our spirits. We began to shout, clapped our hands, stomped our feet, declared the purposes of God, and prayed up a storm. We prayed hard and kept on praying. Clothed in the armor of God we declared God's purposes of revival, that in the last days He would pour out His Spirit upon all flesh, and no weapon formed against us would prosper. We went into warfare, bound the evil spirits, and loosed the angels.


  As the people prayed, I said, "There is only one angel to fifty of the enemy so let's ask God for reinforcements." We prayed, "Lord release the angels. Send the same army that helped David fight the Philistines to help us. Let us hear the marching of heavenly feet and the heavenly music."


  Liberty came into that prayer meeting. We could feel the presence and the power of God. When I looked out the window, I could see the demonic spirits being bowled over. Over there—klunk, another there—bang! And there was another great sight—more angels, shining and white, standing with the ones who had been holding their ground. They fought a terrific battle.


  Not one of the evil spirits was left. Our prayer had fortified the powers from heaven and released reinforcements. The army of God had come and that little community was released from the witchcraft and bondage it had been under for years. Afterwards, that little church grew, having to move from that building to another because so many people came to Christ. They conducted outreaches in several long houses along the Malaysian River and now many more long houses are open to the Gospel.


  Several branches have been opened since that day we waged warfare and brought down reinforcements that bound the spirits of evil which had hamstrung that community of Bintulu in East Malaysia. Praise the Lord for His great victory and the power that was generated when the saints got together to change the spiritual structure over that town.


  
    


  


  


  The Keys Of The Kingdom


  Out of our relationship with the Lord we receive the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Jesus said to Peter, "thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church... And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven." (Matthew 16:18-19). Jesus would give Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and Jesus would build upon the rock of revelation that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.


  What are the keys? Jesus said the keys to the kingdom of heaven were simply binding and loosing. He didn't say there were several sets of keys such as a key to finance, health, and other levels of authority. The keys of the kingdom of heaven are these: whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.


  To bind means to stop. To loose means to allow. We stop what heaven wants stopped and allow what heaven wants done.


  The Amplified Version of the Bible puts this verse like this: "Whatever you bind, that is declare to be improper and unlawful on earth, must be already bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth, declared lawful, must be what is already loosed in heaven."


  Still, we should not bind or loose as we desire. We must be led by the Holy Spirit. This way we will have much more success than haphazardly throwing the keys around and not accomplishing much. I believe that when the Lord shows us a situation, we can bind the opposition in Jesus' name. Sometimes just saying, "I bind you in Jesus' name" is sufficient. Sometimes we have to persevere and keep repeating our words because we are wrestling with a power of darkness that is strong and doesn't want to be bound.


  Our warfare may take time to exert our faith against a situation. Don't forget that a spirit we fight is trying to be obedient to Satan to destroy the kingdom of God. This being looks at you with disdain and says you are nothing and will do his best to belittle you and cause you to be fearful so you will back off from the fight. You must know what God thinks of you so you can stand in His might and revelation.


  We stand in the revelation of who we know He is. This is the authority on which we stand to battle. We do not stand in our own strength or might. We fight on the authority of the Word and the Spirit of God. When we bind, we bind in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.


  Binding the works of the enemy is on-going and continuous. Just as there is a world championship fight of 15 rounds, we too may have to come back and bind again. There are hoards of demonic powers around. So when we fight for 15 or 20 minutes, we may not have totally won. We might have won that round, but we might even lose the next round.


  Sometimes we become confused and give up. We may feel we have done warfare and nothing has been accomplished so we feel like quitting. Of course, the devil will tell you that you have lost the battle.


  When we become discouraged and are inclined to back off, this is the time we should muster strength and come back in worship to the Lord. We might forget warfare for awhile and just begin loving, praising, and worshiping the Lord with clapping and dancing and rejoicing in His wonderful name. At this point, read some of the praise and worship psalms and some chapters from the book of Ephesians that tell you that you are seated in heavenly places with Christ. Let the Word trickle through your mind and cleanse and refresh you.


  You are in a fight and must expect to be punched around. Some people feel that they are absolutely untouchable, but I don't believe this. Paul said he bore in his body the marks of the Lord Jesus and that he wrestled with beasts at Ephesus (I Corinthians 15:32). I believe that he suffered in his body because of some of the things he experienced in spiritual warfare. We must fight the good fight of faith, persevere, and come back for the next round.


  We come back and fight from where we left off. We ask the Lord for fresh revelation or insight on the particular area we are dealing with and continue our fight. We fight in the name of Jesus and declare the purposes of God, that His will be done on earth, and continue until we have victory. This might take days or weeks of confrontation, not just a single prayer meeting. But he that endures until the end shall be saved (Matthew 10:22).


  Don't quit. This is a life and death struggle. The victories you win can release a person in healing or release your family, or save a soul from hell.


  This is not fun and games, but a battle to the death. Don't change your mind. Keep pressing forward. Keep your resources high by declaring the purposes of God, "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven" (Matthew 6:10). As you persevere, very often the Lord gives you insight on how to wage your spiritual warfare. You will know when you have gotten the victory.


  When you bind a spirit, you must take proper action. Get rid of the spirit in the name of Jesus. When I have bound something, I then rejoice in the Lord. I praise God for the victory. When you bind a spirit or come against a situation in the name of Jesus, then rejoice, because in the realm of the spirit more has happened than you realize.


  Daniel didn't recognize what he had accomplished in the heavens during the three weeks he was fasting and praying (Daniel 10:2). He only knew that he had endured three weeks of bitterness of heart. Nevertheless, he continued praising the Lord, praying, and pressing forward. He was faithful, not knowing there also was warfare in the heavenlies, something he only learned when the angel came down and told him.


  Sometimes God doesn't tell everything that is happening in the heavenlies, but we know that while we pray and praise there is going to be a release in the kingdom of God. We actually are releasing the angels to do their job. Though they might not come directly to us, they could be going to someone in China or Japan or some other nation. If we pray and praise, there is victory happening somewhere.


  Time spent in prayer or praise is never wasted. You might not see any benefit immediately, but you allow God to form a weapon and release that weapon somewhere.


  Our warfare might help a Christian in Afghanistan or Turkey or perhaps your own pastor or someone in your church. As you loose your faith, you begin to change things in the heavens.


  To complete the process of binding and loosing, you must also loose something. What do you loose? I loose the power of God and the kingdom of God though I really don't know whether I am allowed to or not. If we can bind devils and demons, why not release the angels to move into a situation? I don't command them. You can't command angels. You can't command in the kingdom of God. I'm not a commander, only a servant of the Lord, but I can pray and say, "Lord, you release the angels." He is able to do that.


  Then I release my faith. I can't contain my faith. Just having faith is not good enough. We must use our faith. So I bind the devil and loose the power of the Spirit of God to move into the situation. Then the healing power of God begins to flow. I declare healing, salvation, blessing, release, or whatever I know is necessary to build the kingdom of God.


  Our binding and loosing can be quite dramatic and dynamic and the areas to cover are almost inexhaustible. Still, we have the authority to do so because we have a revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ. We have the authority to use the keys of the kingdom to build and establish God's kingdom on earth by binding the works of the enemy and loosing the power of God.


  In October 1990 at a convention in Atlanta called "The World Congress of the Kingdom of God," I listened to Rev. Benson ldahosa speak on a similar subject. He said the Lord told him to fast and pray for one week. When he began fasting and praying, the Lord said, "I want you to go to a certain town and march around the city square." Obediently he marched around the city square, speaking in tongues and binding the power of the enemy in Jesus' name.


  He did this hour after hour, starting early in the morning until late at night. He continued for three or four days, never seeing anything tangible happening. He grew tired as he cycled his push-bike around the square, speaking in tongues and declaring the purposes of God and binding the powers of the enemy.


  One day before he arrived to march around the square, witch doctors came and performed a sacrificial ritual on the path where he was going to walk. They put his name on some of the plates that had been offered in sacrifice. When he arrived to walk and war, a spirit of the city attacked him. He became fearful and sick in his body. The pressure was intense as he looked at the remains of the sacrifice that had been offered. The animals were still smoldering and the power of darkness came against him strongly. He had to decide whether to continue or go back.


  In desperation, he called on the name of the Lord then stood on the plate bearing his name and crushed it under his heel. Then he stood on the next one and kicked the sacrifice aside. He pushed past it and rebuked the power of the enemy. Starting to march again, he fought off the demonic powers in the name of Jesus and bound the enemy. Finally, he knew he had victory and that the enemy was bound for good.


  He spent his final days in the city rejoicing, marching, singing, and praising, still binding, but speaking in tongues and letting his voice fill the atmosphere. On the seventh day, he finished. The results? During the three weeks of his warfare, thirty of the leading exponents on witchcraft dropped dead. He had generated so much spiritual power that they died. The town was cleansed of a coven of powerful witches, and the gospel was released into the city.


  A tremendous victory was accomplished as Benson ldahosa bound the powers of the enemy, cleansing and purging the place of witches, and releasing the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.


  
    


  


  


  PERSONAL SECURITY


  In this chapter, we will address how to avoid fear and look at personal security in spiritual warfare. Make no mistake that the enemy we fight is determined to win. He has no rules and everything he does is deceitful. He is out to destroy the kingdom of God. If he had the ability, he would sit upon God's throne and rule the world.


  When we come against such a formidable foe, we must not expect that because we say "Jesus" we wave some sort of a magical wand and victory is ours.


  This is not a ministry for babes. The enemy is no respecter of persons. He doesn't care whether you are a new convert, a little baby, an old person, a preacher of the gospel, a widow, or anyone else. He delights in bringing pain and suffering, robbing, stealing, killing, and destroying. He has a foul plan for your life and it matters not the intensity of the suffering, the humiliation, or the shame. He will do his best (or worst) to win. The enemy is relentless.


  After Pharaoh had been dealt ten crushing blows by the plagues of Moses and death had struck the palace and every home in Egypt, the enemy still pursued the children of Israel marching to the Red Sea (Exodus 14:4). The Egyptians are coming again. How many times have we been harassed, tempted, and sorely tried almost beyond our endurance. Even after we feel some relief, we turn around only to see the enemy still in hot pursuit.


  When David defeated Goliath, he didn't just let him lie wounded. He finished him off. We have to be tenacious. We must realize that this enemy is out for our destruction. If we don't destroy him, he's going to destroy us. This fight is so intense that it cost the peerless, spotless, Son of God His life in order to defeat the power of the enemy.


  When it comes to spiritual warfare, don't take any chances. Leave no stone unturned. First, make sure your heart is right in the sight of God as you prepare for war.


  
    


  


  


  Revelation Of Who Christ Is


  When Jesus came to His disciples, His question was, "Whom do men say that I the Son of man am"


  (Matthew 16:13). We must have a revelation of who Jesus is. Men have all sorts of interpretations of Christ and many theologies are perpetrated in the world. Their authority is based on the philosophies of the flesh. They haven't had a revelation of Christ and don't know who He is.


  They think He is something to do with Christmas and Easter eggs and bunnies at Easter. That outlook, of course, is no basis for spiritual warfare. This approach will not build the kingdom of God nor bring people out of darkness into His marvelous light.


  We must have a far better understanding of Jesus Christ than this. We need an ongoing revelation of His Lordship in order to be effective in spiritual warfare through binding the works of the enemy and loosing the works of our loving heavenly Father.


  In answer to Jesus' question, the Apostle Peter said, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God," to which Jesus responded, "Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven."


  We too must have this kind of revelation of Jesus Christ. We must know His life, His power, and His agony and victory in Gethsemane. We must read the Gospels so that the spirit of the Living God can reveal Himself.


  We should fall in love with Him over and over again. We must learn how He feels about matters. When we have this revelation of Him, we stand in His might and are able to use His name because we have identified with this Living Christ. "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God," should be a part of our prayer time. We should pray in Jesus' name.


  There are many facets to the names of Christ, and we should know all of them. Water of Life, Bread of Life, Resurrection and the Life are His titles that should be common phrases to us. These titles reveal who the Lord Jesus Christ is, without which we can hardly use His name or work under His authority.


  Understanding Jesus Christ is where we receive our power. Then we use this power against Satan to bind him. But if our knowledge of Christ is feeble, our faith is weak. If we move in ignorance, little will be accomplished. We need to have an on-going, fresh understanding of Jesus Christ.


  In Ephesians 1:17, Paul prays for the church, "That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him." We need such a spirit of wisdom and revelation to unveil the Christ and show us his magnificence. Then we can come before Him with great joy to speak or pray. We need this wisdom in order to stand with Him. We do not stand alone, but in His might and strength. This takes time to develop. We must become so familiar with the Word that it becomes part of our spirit. Memorize the Word until it becomes part of your conversation and part of your life.


  When we wake in the early hours of the morning, Jesus is with us. Learn about His beauty and power so that His power and authority are yours. Become instant in season and out. Then we are able to confront any situation and be a blessing, because we have a constant up-to-the-minute revelation of a living Christ.


  The Apostle John was intimately acquainted with our Savior. He was there when John the Baptist said, "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world" (John 1:29). He watched from afar and one day left his nets and became His disciple. He listened to the Savior's words and even saw Him heal the sick. He saw the integrity and beauty of His character and His relationship to the Father.


  What a shock it must have been for John on that dreadful day when Jesus was taken by rough hands and prepared for crucifixion. He watched as they took His clothes and whipped Him. He heard them blaspheme Him. He saw them pluck His beard and spit in His face. He was there to watch as the Christ he loved so dearly was scourged and the flesh of His skin ripped off. He heard the laughing and mocking of the crowd.


  John watched as they put the cross on Jesus' back and made Him walk up the hill Golgotha. He stood helpless as Jesus was laid on the cross and cruel, demon possessed men crucified Him. He heard the nails go deep into the skin of His hands and feet and thud into the cross.


  He must have thought, "Don't they know this is the Savior of the world?" How hard it must have been for John as he watched His Savior die.


  On that beautiful morning when John met the risen Christ, he might have been a little suspicious at first. But then he looked at His nail-pierced hands. He heard Thomas expressing his doubt, then watched Thomas kneel at His feet. Soon he knew this indeed was the resurrected Christ.


  John went his way preaching and teaching everywhere about the Lord Jesus Christ. Then one day, he was cast on the Isle of Patmos for the testimony of Jesus. There he saw the Lord in all of His glory. John received an on-going revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ. Something new and different was unfolding in his heart and spirit constantly.


  John gained a true understanding of the Lord Jesus Christ, His power, wisdom, love, knowledge, discernment, goodness, and the purposes of the kingdom through his experiences. Once these things were entrenched deeply in his heart, he was able to wreck Satan's kingdom.


  We too must know Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. We must understand and acknowledge the power of the blood and what sin did to Christ and what Christ did, in return, to sin. We must know Him in His resurrection power and recognize that He is the Lord of Glory.


  After Peter declared that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the Living God, there was a response. There is always a response when we speak to the Lord. Communication is a two-way street.


  Jesus responded to Peter. Looking at him He said, "You are no longer Simon. I am going to change your name and nature. I shall call you Peter. No longer will you be blown along with all the whims and fancies of your life. You won't be weak anymore. I'm going to make you a solid man of faith."


  We must hear Jesus through the Word, but also through His Spirit speaking to our spirits, even as He said to Gideon of old, "The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour" (Judges 6:12). Names are important in scripture, and as we understand their meaning, we find they usually depict the nature of the person.


  I believe each one of us should know what God thinks of us individually. The Bible tells us we are not just sinners; we are saints called and chosen of Him. These are all important verses, but have you heard Jesus speak into your heart? Father God spoke from heaven saying of Jesus, "Thou art my son, to day have I begotten thee" (Hebrews 5:5). Have you heard Him whisper these same words into your heart?


  Do you know Jesus? Have you fallen in love with Him? Have you heard Him whisper to you, perhaps in a prophetic utterance, "My son I am pleased with you"? How wonderful it is to have the Father's favor upon your life.


  John 14:21 says that if we love the Father and keep His commandments, He will love us. In spiritual warfare we must come into a love relationship with Jesus. We no longer do our own thing. We are not trying to build our kingdom, but His kingdom. To do this we must be aligned with the will of the King and be obedient to Him.


  The Kingdom of God is within us and among us. The kingdom is essentially its revelation within us, that the King rules in our hearts. We are thrilled by the sound of His voice. We jump when we realize He has come into the room by His Spirit. As we continue to read the scriptures, we discover other phrases, thoughts, and stories that unveil His goodness.


  One story that thrills me is that of Moses. He performed all the great and mighty deeds that were required of him. No other man moved as Moses. Even Jesus of Nazareth didn't do the things he did. Moses was a mighty man.


  Moses prayed "...shew me thy glory" (Exodus 33:18). Although he had seen His deeds and power, he knew God had not revealed Himself personally. Some would have settled for that, but Moses wanted more than just miracles; he wanted to see the glory of God.


  Interestingly enough, God was quick to respond to Moses' request. He said, "Yes, I will do that, I will show you my glory." He prepared for Moses a hiding place, because Moses wasn't prepared to handle all the power and glory that was to be revealed. God shielded him from His own glory. Then we see with amazement God almost performing for Moses, revealing in spectacular fashion His glory.


  Moses saw His goodness and he heard the decrees of the Lord. He heard how God would bless people that believed and judge those who didn't. What a tremendous display of the glory of God! Moses saw the glory of God, and God changed his name.


  We need to say with Moses, "Show me your glory. Show me your heart, Father. Let me have a revelation of the Lord Jesus. Give me a revelation of who I am. Show me how to exercise my faith. Impart Your goodness into my life. Cleanse me from every sin." We need to be one with the Father and be obedient to everything He wants.


  At one time in my own experience, I had people prophesy over me, saying, "You are like David." At that time I was ministering on praise and worship and everything I was preaching came out of the life of David. I preached on David's tabernacle and how to worship the Lord and come into His presence with thanksgiving. I taught on how to be a man of war. The Lord said I was like David, and so I became like David. I prayed the prayers of David.


  Several years later someone prophesied, "You are like Moses." God was again changing my name, and I found that although I wasn't trying, I was preaching about Moses. Suddenly I loved Moses. I became Mosaic and people would say to me, "You're just like Moses." I would smile to myself, because I knew I was ministering with an anointing similar to that of Moses.


  As we started to travel more extensively, the Lord spoke to me one morning and said, "I'm sending you forth as I sent Abraham. I'm sending you out to be a blessing to the nations." I thought that was exciting. I've been like Joseph some times. At other times like Elijah. This simply means you are moving in a similar anointing as the saints of old. I believe it is important to realize that God can change our name as we move in a new anointing.


  Some people are like Mary. They simply want to sit at Jesus' feet and adore Him. Others are like Martha. They busy themselves doing things for the kingdom of God. Some are like Paul. They love to teach and present the gospel as Paul did. Who does the Lord say you are? I hope I can stir you to seek the Lord so you will have an understanding of who you are and who He is. When you know who you are, you will delight to do His will.


  
    


  


  


  Preparing For War


  Joel 3:9 tells us quite clearly, "Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near, let them come up: Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong. Assemble yourselves and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O LORD." Some may say, "How can we apply this passage to warfare when it is in the Old Testament?" In Acts 2:17, Peter quoted the words of Joel on the Day of Pentecost. "It shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh." Verses 28 to 33 distinctly tell us of the coming of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the church, and chapter 3 tells us how we must go to warfare so the church can come into maturity.


  Moreover, it is not only for the maturity of the church, but for declaring of the purposes of God to the nations. Matthew 24:14 tells us that "And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come." The mission of the church is to take the gospel to the nations. Some churches are reaching out into other places, but we do not have the international impact we should be having. The scripture is clear that the Lord wants entire nations to come to the knowledge of Jesus Christ as the Son of God.


  If there were a judgment of the nations now, we would all be goat and not sheep nations. The harvest is yet to be brought in and the nations are yet to be won. Part of the winning of nations will be through spiritual warfare.


  Ephesians tells us to put on the whole armor of God, because we are engaged in a combat not a comfort zone. The passage in Joel is interesting. It says to "beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears." We are not to be Mr. Nice guy but Mr. Warrior. As warriors we must believe that the Lord will give us an anointing that will destroy the yoke mentioned in Isaiah 10:27, which is the anointing to destroy the powers and weapons of the enemy. I believe there is an anointing that comes upon the warrior to assist him in this great task of destroying the enemy.


  Isaiah 10:27 speaks of the Assyrian and Egyptian bondages, which are worldly pleasures. The Assyrian bondage can be a spirit of religion. If you trace the word "Alan" through the scriptures, you will find the Assyrians were a highly religious group who understood the ways of God and were led to commercialize the things of God to such an extent that they could perform pseudo works of God. Today charlatans and frauds have ripped off the finances of believers and brought religious or charismatic bondage.


  I know of one organization that demanded their people tithe and more than tithe. Their followers were not allowed to do anything unless their leaders told them. It was a dreadful bondage. People sold their farms and property and invested in this charismatic organization. Of course, people went bankrupt, marriages split up, and it wasn't long before they had a wife swapping situation. Recently it came out that one of the leaders of this organization had been living immorally for the last twenty-four years. Nevertheless, he had been imposing all sorts of restraints and bondages on the people that robbed them of their freedom and joy in God. What a travesty!


  The Lord showed some of us that this was an Assyrian bondage, and as we prayed the anointing finally destroyed the yoke of bondage upon the people that were incarcerated in that institution. The anointing is there for the warrior to destroy false teachings.


  We need to believe for that anointing of wisdom and break the yoke of the usurper. The devil is a usurper and a trespasser who has no right on the face of the earth. We shouldn't yield one inch to him. Ephesians tells us we should give no place to the devil, yet we give place to him all the time. This world belongs to God.


  We must break the yoke of the enemy to release people into the purposes of the Lord Jesus Christ. Joel 3:10 says "...let the weak say, I am strong." We must have a confession, not of weakness or inability or even ignorance, to move into warfare. If we feel incapable of the pressures and unable to rise to the occasion, we must say "I am strong." We must declare faith in the name of Jesus and have faith in the power of the blood of Jesus. Our faith is in His power. As we make these simple confessions, it will bolster us and equip us for war.


  As we often do not know what we are fighting, part of the preparation is in our own heart. Hebrews 1:9 says "Thou hast loved righteousness and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows." We need to know what we believe. This verse says Jesus loved righteousness. We must too spend time declaring, "I am strong in His righteousness; I love His goodness; I love my leaders; I love my brothers and sisters; I love purity and integrity." As we continuously repeat this, we prepare our heart to love righteousness.


  Our armor is the breastplate of righteousness. When we love righteousness, we hate iniquity or lawlessness. Every demon is lawless. They are all evil through and through. They don't know goodness or holiness and are out for our destruction. They are without hope, sinful by nature and perpetrators of every evil that blinds the minds of people.


  We hate them and their every lawless word and deed. We hate immorality, witchcraft, pride, and diseases.


  Make this your confession. When I began making this confession I didn't hate some things I knew were wrong. That surprised me. However, when I thought on these verses, I began to hate them. I looked up the scriptures where it said, "These six things doth the Lord hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, a false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren." (Proverbs 6:17-19). The Lord hates those who are swift to shed blood, and those who cause division. We too must hate them. I found that this strengthened my resolve to live holy before God.


  As you hate evil, there will be programs on TV you will not even want to watch, where before you would put up with them. Watching them will corrupt your mind and hinder your effectiveness. They will pollute your resolve to stand against evil as they prostitute your emotions. This will cause you to have an unbalanced outlook and you won't fight effectively.


  You may be saying "I bind that evil spirit, I bind that unclean spirit." But that spirit knows you have a little liking for immorality or a desire for some other unclean area, such as pornography. He knows whether you have a pornographic photo at the bottom of your drawer or in your briefcase.


  Jesus gave us the key to love righteousness and hate iniquity, lawlessness and evil. Many verses in Proverbs tell us what to hate. Still, our anointing is not always dependent on a clean heart. The Lord will give us an anointing to do a specific job in the short term. But in the long run, an anointing that provides a continuous flowing of revelation will come only because of a clean heart.


  Do you want an anointing that is effective to do the job? Well this is the key to prepare for war. Jesus said, "the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me" (John 14:30). Jesus' heart was pure and Acts 10:38 explains why, "How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with Him." Jesus had that anointing of joy and power, and anointing to heal that was superior to anyone who at that stage had walked on the earth.


  To prepare for war, we purify our hearts. Then we are ready for a greater anointing. If we are not really 100% for the Lord but still want to go to war, we should examine Zechariah 3:1-10. Here Zechariah sees in a vision Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord and Satan standing at his right hand to oppose him.


  For many years, I tried to work out why Satan had the right to hassle the high priest as he stood before the Lord. Why didn't the high priest rebuke the devil? Why didn't the angel of the Lord rebuke him? Because the devil had a right to be there. Satan has a right to go in if the door is open. "Your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour" (1 Peter 5:8). What is he walking around for? Why doesn't he attack? He can't if we don't open the door and if we keep our hearts right and hate iniquity. If we love righteousness, we wear the whole armor of God, which is our security.


  We see in Zechariah 3 verse 3 that Joshua was clothed with filthy garments. He had no right to be wearing filthy garments. Verse 4 says, "Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment." The filthy garments had been stained by the flesh. We are told in the New Testament that garments stained by the flesh are an open doorway for Satan to buffet and hinder us, and God won't and can't do anything about it.


  You cannot fight Satan on his terms or on his ground. You must stand on holy ground dressed in holy garments. Stand in the holy name of Jesus and you will never be defeated. A pure heart is essential if you want to see the results of a great walk with God. If you want to bring down the powers of darkness over your church or your city, your mantle must be clean from the works of the flesh.


  Because Joshua the high priest wore a new turban on his head, iniquity was taken away and new rich robes were placed on him. Verse 7 makes this interesting statement: "If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts, and I will give thee places to walk among these that stand by."


  What does this mean—those who stand here? This is the realm of the spirit, so Satan and the angel of the Lord are there. Because we have cleansed ourselves and wear a new garment of ministry, we walk with those who stand by. Satan has been rebuked and he is gone, but we are still standing on holy ground in the presence of the Lord's armies. This is angel territory.


  
    


  


  


  Inward Preparation


  As we saturate ourselves in the Word of God from Genesis to Revelation and apply its teachings to our heart, we are cleansed through that Word and inwardly prepare for war.


  While I'm not suggesting we must be perfect to come to spiritual warfare, I would like to stress that all known sin be confessed and forsaken. All weaknesses must be nailed to the cross. We must ask forgiveness from sins and walk in the light as He is in the light. Satan delights in highlighting our weaknesses. We don't have to be holy to fight, but our fighting is going to make us more holy. Therefore, the inward searching of the heart must continue constantly.


  As we continue to walk with the Lord, He will reveal other things to us and there will be adjustment, correction, and discipline. But there are obvious things we must be rid of if we are to be immune from the attacks of the enemy.


  We must first examine our minds. This is where the enemy attacks most often, bringing intimidation and accusation. How he loves to accuse the brethren, highlighting our insecurities and inferiorities. He also uses flattery, highlighting the blemishes of others while trying to tell us we are above them. If he can't crush us with intimidation, he will blow us up with pride. As we come to the Lord and discipline our hearts and minds, we find our motives and affections are nailed to the cross bringing purity of heart as we walk before the Lord.


  We find a measure of immunity from the schemes of the enemy by our confidence that nothing can separate us from the Love of God that is in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:3839). We must have confidence in knowing we are accepted in the Beloved. Our inward preparation never ceases.


  Another area of vital importance is revealed in Hebrews 12:12-17. Verse 15 states that, "Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled." This verse is particularly meaningful because it shows that we can fall short of God's grace even though we are Christians.


  If you have a root of bitterness germinating in your heart like a seed that is sown in the soil, it will spring up and cause trouble and defilement. The passage goes on to show that bitterness can cause profanity, fornication and gluttony and cause us to fall short of everything that God has to offer us.


  In spiritual warfare, bitterness, even resentment against the Lord, must be totally eradicated by repentance. Even if we feel our reaction is just, there is no justice in bitterness. We must then repent. When bitterness is taken from our spirit, the grace of God and the ability to minister in


  spiritual warfare is provided.


  I believe it is absolutely essential to have a heart that is void of offense in this regard. Purity of heart and the grace of God is virtually the armor of the inner man. They protect us from whatever evil thoughts the enemy seeks to hurl our way. Having our heart void of offense toward God and man is protection from the works of the enemy.


  
    


  


  


  Outward Protection


  Ephesians 6:12-20 speaks of the armor of God. I believe this is an outward protection, though many people believe it means something that happens on the inside. The scriptures, however, clearly state this armor is something we "put on." I believe this armor protects us from the fiery darts of the enemy that come from the "outside."


  The enemy is not inside our hearts or our spirits. The enemy goes around like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour (I Peter 5:8). He prowls on the outside of our hedge. The armor of God is a total protection for the whole man.


  Verse 11 states, "Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil." This is not something God does for us, but something we do for ourselves.


  Verse 13 says, "Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand." We are exhorted to withstand against the power of the enemy. Verse 14 states "Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth." How interesting that the first thing that we do is gird our waist with truth.


  We have truth as a girdle about our loins so that we might hold our spear, shield, and sword in place. Then we put on the breastplate of righteousness, which is our faith in the righteousness of Christ. We cover our vital organs to bring protection to every truth of the gospel of Christ within us. We have our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace, or our "good-news shoes," as they have been called. Then the scripture states, "Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked."


  These fiery darts are hurled at us, but by faith we stand holding the shield of faith. Then last of all, this passage says, "take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God." So in brief, we now know about our armor.


  Many years ago, I began to wonder what it meant to take the armor, the helmet, the shield, and so on. How was I to "take" these things? I pondered this for many years until one day in desperation, standing in the center of my prayer room, I said, "Father, in Jesus' name, I really don't know how to put on the whole armor of God. Forgive me if I do something amiss, but I want You to give me my helmet of salvation."


  I reached out my hands as if to receive what in my imagination seemed to be like a motorcycle crash helmet. Then I brought it down over my ears. Covering my head I said, "In the name of Jesus I receive the helmet of salvation."


  I had taken my helmet by faith out of the realm of the spirit and put it on my head. Then I thanked the Lord for the protection I had over my mind, my eyes, my ears, and all the sensitivities that existed within my head.


  Then in my imagination, I took what I believed was the armor of righteousness. From out of the realm of the heavens I put righteousness on with deliberation, threading my arms through imaginary armholes, adjusting the garment on my back and putting it in place on my chest, all the while quoting verses of scripture: "Thank you Lord that I am the righteousness of God in Christ. Thank you for the gift of righteousness that covers me tonight. I am clothed in the righteousness of Christ."


  I thanked the Lord for the girding, protection, and strength that I was now feeling and the protection I was enjoying. Then I put the girdle of truth around my loins so I would be walking in truth. This was the belt that would hold me together in balance, so that my garments wouldn't flop around and my sword would be kept secure.


  I then put on the shoes of salvation. The Lord tells us we will stand on Satan and trample him underfoot. This is protection so we can walk in the Spirit and understand the things of God. We are not caught unaware, but walk in preparedness with the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ. "How beautiful upon the mountain are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings" (Isaiah 52:7). When wearing the shoes of salvation, we feel secure standing before the enemy and before God.


  Then I took the shield of faith. I waved my hand all over the front of me at arms length and said, "I'm protected with the shield of faith. I believe in the blood's power to protect me. I believe in the name of Jesus to protect me from all the wicked tongues of the enemy and the words, swords, spears, and the fiery darts of the enemy." This brings real confidence to your heart.


  Then I put up my hand and received the sword of the spirit, which is the Word of God. Having something in my hand gives me a sense of security. Whenever I pretend to wield the sword, it really is the confession of faith that comes from our mouth. As mentioned previously, it is God's will that the enemy be defeated. God's will is that His people be free. We can release them, quench the fiery darts of the enemy, and crush the power of the enemy as we wage spiritual warfare.


  To be clothed with the armor of light is something we should do constantly. We should be aware that we are under the covering of salvation, and that righteousness fills and thrills us. We are safe and secure in the righteousness of Christ. We walk in truth and our feet shod with peace and strengthened by faith. This is not only for our protection, but also for our advancement. Then the two-edged sword smites the enemy.


  We are inwardly protected by the righteousness and holiness of our heart and spirit and we are outwardly protected by the whole armor of God.


  But is there a possibility that we can receive wounds or become casualties in spiritual warfare? After many years of engaging in spiritual warfare, I believe the answer is yes.


  The question is also asked, "If we are seated in heavenly places in Christ, why are we tempted and feel the attacks of the enemy?" Another asks, "If we are in Christ, why is it that we fall? Why do evil thoughts bombard our mind? Why is it difficult to win and maintain victory?"


  I think these questions are easily answered. They come because of misunderstanding and are not entirely scriptural. People quote half a verse and feel this is the sum total of the whole subject. And then there also are different types of traps and snares of the devil, which he fires and bombards us with, as we will see later.


  
    


  


  


  Seated In Heavenly Places In Christ


  Ephesians 1:3 states, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ." Verse 20 states, "Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places." Ephesians 2:6 says, "And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus." Ephesians 3:10 states, "To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God."


  What are these principalities and powers in heavenly places? The scriptures don't altogether say, except that the church is going to show the manifold wisdom of God to principalities and powers in heavenly places. This could be both good and bad.


  Chapter 6 of Ephesians tells us in verse 12 that, "For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places." Isn't that interesting? How can we be seated with Christ and yet at the same time face spiritual hosts of wickedness in heavenly places?


  I looked at this for a long time and asked many people about this verse, but no one seemed to have a definite, clear answer. This is how I feel about this verse. I believe that it simply means that while I am here on earth, I am seated with Christ in heavenly places. Though I haven't gone anywhere, I am seated in a spiritual place of ruling and reigning with Christ. At the same time I am here on earth and in the realm of the spirit, I am ruling and reigning with Christ.


  Hosts of wickedness are also in heavenly places or in the spiritual realm. While we are ruling with Christ in the realm of the spirit, demons too are in the realm of the spirit. There are all sorts of ugly, foul, vile, evil, dominating spirits. There also are multitudes of angels and every wonderful, good spirit of God. "Heavenly places" is really a realm of the spirit. Other church leaders agree with this interpretation.


  Now you may understand why sometimes you can have a mountain-top experience and within hours be down in a valley. You haven't gone anywhere, but there is another power beginning to operate also.


  
    


  


  


  The Hope Of Glory


  Christ, by the Holy Spirit, comes into our spirit when we are born again and baptized in the spirit in the inner man. We become new creations, not physically, but in our spirits and our minds. We then have the mind of Christ. Spiritual changes occur inside our body, which becomes the temple of the Holy Spirit. We now live and move and have our being in Christ.


  But we still have the opportunity to fall prey to temptation if we're blown about by every wind of doctrine. This happens when we don't know how to protect ourselves and walk in truth and light. When temptation comes our way and we're up one day and down the next, we haven't learned to walk with authority.


  I had a remarkable experience one morning. I love to pray and spend time in the presence of the Lord. This particular day as I was praying, I had a most unusual anointing. The presence of God was all around me. His anointing enveloped me. The intensity of His presence was great and exciting, and I loved Him. I was having a wonderful time of fellowship with Jesus.


  However, I knew there was also something else in the room that wasn't nice, but I tried not to give it my attention. The anointing and the presence of the Lord was greater than I had experienced for many years, but all the time I knew there was also a demonic presence.


  I turned around so I wouldn't be conscious of this spirit. I didn't want anything to distract me from the presence of the Lord. In the end, the sense of the Lord stayed the same, but the evil presence started to manifest its ugliness more and more.


  Finally I said to the Lord, "Father, there's a spirit here. What is he doing? I didn't think an evil spirit could be here while You are here." Then immediately, Zechariah 3 came to my mind. Joshua the high priest was standing before the presence of God, and Satan was also there to buffet him. I understood those verses immediately because I too was in the beautiful presence of the Lord, yet there a wretched spirit present also.


  "Do you want me to deal with this?" I asked the Father. "Should I ignore it? What should I do Lord?" The Lord said, "You must deal with this spirit because it is a hindering force in your life." But I didn't want to. I didn't know the spirit or what hindrance he was exercising in my life. And I was enjoying the presence of the Lord so much. Still, I knew the Lord wanted me to defeat this spirit.


  "Yes Lord, I said, I will defeat him." Immediately the presence of God was gone! Suddenly the being I had seen out of the corner of my eye was in the center of my room. I could see its ugliness and feel his power. His evil, ugly presence began to offend me, even as previously, the Lord's presence had been blessing me.


  I came against this spirit in the name of Jesus, making sure I had on my armor. At the same time I asked the Lord what the spirit was?


  "This spirit has set a limitation for you," the Lord replied. "He is a hindering spirit that brings discouragement. When you want to go forward, he is there to discourage. He makes you tired by sapping your strength and bringing you to a point where you have had enough and can't cope anymore."


  "Father," I said, "I seem to be in a large room. What causes me to feel like this?" He spoke, "You can move anywhere in this room where you have cleansed and defeated the powers of the enemy." I realized this was similar to the children of Israel as they wiped out the giants of Canaan (Joshua 6). As they cleaned the towns, they possessed them. While this was happening I understood that some people have only a little room to move about. They have little strength and authority and can't move around because they have not waged warfare and driven the evil beasts from their possession and their inheritance.


  For me, this was the amount of room that Satan had allowed me! This was all the room that I had managed to clean up! The gifts of the Spirit were in operation in my life, but only to a certain level. The power of prayer was effective, but only to a certain degree. But now came my opportunity to bind the spirit that had limited me in my walk with the Lord.


  I came against that spirit in the name of Jesus. I rebuked its power and repented for not having had faith to go further or longer. I bound the spirit and brought it down and eradicated it from my life. Then I promised the Lord I would be faithful to Him to the end of my days or until the coming of the Lord, whichever came first.


  That dedication became the sword of the Lord. Then there was something like an explosion in my room, and I knew I had gained new territory that day.


  As I stood in my prayer room, something extraordinary happened. I saw the Lord Jesus standing where the enemy had been before. I watched the Lord, so beautiful and gentle, smiling as He walked toward me. I didn't know what He was going to do, but He just kept walking toward me. To my amazement He came right up to me and to my bewilderment, He walked into me. Then something within me said "Christ in you, the hope of glory" (Colossians 1:27).


  I could feel a warmth in my inner man. I felt as if Christ had filled my entire being. I felt a tingling sensation of the presence of the glorified Christ within me. I could somehow see the seamless robe of the glorified Christ superimposed upon my arms. Thoughts were going through my mind I'd never had before. They were exploding within me. They were limitless! I was thinking with the mind of Christ and began to see into the realm of the spirit.


  The sensation of this exuberance was beautiful, then it ebbed away and slowly faded, and I was conscious that I was alone in my room. I won a victory that day. I defeated a demonic spirit that had hindered my steps for years and entered into a place of knowing the revelation of Christ in me, the hope of glory.


  In some measure we all experience something of the reality of Christ in us, the hope of glory. I believe each of us can stand in our room and bind demonic spirits that hinder our progress. We all can experience a greater degree of the limitlessness Christ who is in us as the hope of glory.


  
    


  


  


  Tongues


  I have found that one of the best methods of preparing for battle is speaking in tongues. Ephesians 6:18 says, "Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints." Having put on the armor of God, we pray always with all prayer and supplication in the spirit.


  I believe we should be constantly praying, whether when going to bed, getting up, showering, mowing the lawn, or going to work. Pray without ceasing. Develop a God-consciousness and give Him an opportunity to sow the Word into your heart.


  Since we can't always think of the right words to say, the Lord has given us the ability to pray with other tongues. We find in 1 Corinthians 14:14 that when we speak in tongues we speak not to man but to God. In the spirit we speak mysteries or sacred things. Verse 14 states, "For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful."


  I learned many years ago that to speak in tongues is to speak sacred things to God. My spirit doesn't always understand, but the Holy Spirit does. He knows God and understands His personality and helps us pray intelligent prayers.


  As we speak in tongues, our prayer becomes a weapon that penetrates darkness and exposes the power of the enemy, putting him to flight. We must never speak to demons in tongues. We must always direct our prayer to God. This causes a transformation in the realm of the spirit as well as strengthening our resolve.


  We worship God and satisfy His heart with the prayer the Holy Spirit has put into our spirit. I believe this prayer is dynamic in its outworking. Our main trouble is that we don't pray enough in the spirit. We lean on our own understanding and don't allow the Holy Spirit to have His way.


  Once after I had spent a lot of time praying, the Lord asked me to speak in other tongues. So I spoke in tongues for about five or six weeks continually. I used no English at all. During that time, though low on finances, I needed shoes. I didn't know whether I needed black or brown shoes because I had two suits in both these colors.


  We were having wet weather at the time and my feet were constantly wet as the cardboard I used on the insides would wear out quickly. But we didn't have the finances to buy one pair of shoes, let alone two.


  One day my wife said to me, "When are you going to take all our trash down to the rubbish dump? It's been sitting out there for weeks. Borrow a trailer and take it to the dump." So I decided to dump the trash one Saturday afternoon.


  Borrowing a trailer, my son and I loaded all the garbage and went to the local dump where we had the time of our life. After throwing all our rubbish off, we looked around to see what treasures we could find! The only trouble was that my wife would always say, "Don't bring back someone else's junk, leave it there." But I thought some of their junk was treasure. I loved rummaging among the rubbish to find what I could bring back.


  My son was joyfully jumping through the mound of rubbish, tearing boxes open, and pushing things over to see what great treasures he could find. I did likewise. Rummaging through the trash I suddenly spotted a black shoe, hardly worn. I looked at the size, which showed 11-12—my size! "I know why they're here," I thought, "because there's only one." I threw the one shoe over my shoulder and started looking for something else. Then I saw another black shoe. I raced over and picked it up. It was the mate for the other shoe! I had a near-new pair of black shoes, laces and all! Giggling to myself I said, "Thank you Father, that's just what I needed."


  I continued searching through the rubbish and guess what? I found another pair of shoes—size 11-12—but this pair was brown! All I needed for this pair was laces. I left the dump with two near-new pair of brown and black shoes! Isn't that exciting! If you need shoes, speak in tongues and go down to the local dump and see what you can find! Speaking in tongues opened a way for God to give me the provision I needed.


  A week or so later God said, "That's enough, you don't have to continue praying in the spirit anymore." It was great to be able to pray again in English and enjoy, with my mind, the prayers I was praying. I soon forgot the incident until one day, as I was waiting for tea to heat, I picked up a missionary magazine.


  I started to cry as the Holy Spirit came upon me. I thought, "The Lord is going to speak to me," so I put the magazine down. But as soon as I put the magazine down the feeling stopped. So I picked up the magazine again and the feeling returned. I figured there was something in the magazine the Lord wanted me to see, so I picked it up carefully and noticed a particular man's face. As I looked at him I felt like crying again. The anointing of the Lord was very real.


  "See that man," the Lord said. "Yes Lord," I replied. "You helped that man escape from behind the Iron Curtain," the Lord said. "I've never seen him before in my life," I replied. "I don't know who he is." The Lord said, "He escaped from behind the Iron Curtain to let others know how desperate they are for the Word of God. Your prayers helped him escape."


  "What prayers?" I asked in amazement. "Remember when I asked you to speak in tongues?" the Lord said. "All the tongues you said were prayers of intercession by the Holy Spirit. I was able to use your prayers as a weapon to release this man from custody to come to the Western World. Well done, my son."


  I sat and cried to think that Frank Hultgren had been used in a miracle of such magnitude. My prayers were used in another nation to help a man I knew nothing about! The magazine article told how he had planned for several years to escape to the Western World so that Bibles could be taken back behind the Iron Curtain. That was the beginning of many such trips made to smuggle Bibles behind the Iron Curtain.


  I had the thrill one day to meet that man in my church where he gave his testimony of the greatness of God. Sitting together, the tears rolled down our faces as he told me how he escaped, and I told him how the Lord had led me to pray. We hugged each other and wet each other's shoulders with our tears as we rejoiced in the miracle-working power of God. We were united by a miracle to help the Body of Christ behind the Iron Curtain.


  Speaking in tongues releases us to pray the will of God and it releases God to perform miracles on your behalf and others. God can lay a prayer on our hearts for someone at any time. Wouldn't you think that our Heavenly Father would want all His children all over the world to be prayed for every day? Wouldn't you think that our Heavenly Father would want to bless others through the prayers of His church?


  I believe this is why every day we should spend time making utterances of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit takes these prayers and uses them to bless the church behind the Iron or Bamboo Curtain, in prisons, or maybe on a lonely island. Perhaps a missionary is sick with fever in some hut or hospital, or someone is going through a trial of temptation or suffering. Our Heavenly Father loves all His children tenderly. He will have you speak in the language of the Spirit because this weapon of war confuses and confounds the works of the enemy.


  Our church used to have a prayer meeting every Saturday morning, with thirty or forty people praying from eight o'clock to nine. Year-in and year-out we conducted this prayer meeting and whoever led the meeting would ask the Lord, "What theme would You have us pray this morning?" The Lord would often give us a theme. Sometimes however, we'd pray for one of the needs in the church or the mission field or someone that was obviously needing prayer.


  Driving to church one particular morning when I was to lead, I asked the Lord, "What is the theme You would have us pray for this morning?" The Lord replied very clearly, "This morning I would have the entire group speak in tongues for the whole hour." "For the whole hour?" I asked. "Yes, for the whole hour," the Lord replied.


  We gathered together as usual and sang a chorus to get our hearts and minds centered on the Lord. As I began to tell them what the Father had said, two strangers walked into the meeting. We didn't often have people visit that we didn't know. They were both tall, middle-aged men, dressed in suits. For their benefit I told the group again that we were going to pray exclusively in tongues for an hour.


  We sang in tongues, worshiped in tongues, spoke strongly in tongues, then spoke softly in tongues. We had a great time. At first the atmosphere seemed dry and we had to force ourselves to speak in the language of the spirit. Then it became easier, and we would rejoice. Finally, we ended up singing in tongues. What a beautiful time we experienced. We really believed something was accomplished.


  Looking at my watch, I noticed it was nine o'clock. I smiled to myself and thought, "Now we can speak in English again." But before I could close in prayer, one of the brethren prophesied, "My children, you have obeyed me today by praying in the language of the spirit as asked of you. This morning you have won a great warfare. You have warred in the spirit over South Africa and I would have you know that victory is won, and I am pleased because there is victory over South Africa in the realm of the spirit today."


  This was a surprise to me as I thought we were praying for our church or our city. I couldn't get over the thought that we had prayed for South Africa. That country was the furthest thing from my mind. This was why the Lord had us to pray in the spirit.


  We were obedient and prayed according to the will of God for the nation of South Africa. This was before there were any big churches there, before the country experienced revival. There were probably many other prayer meetings around the world also praying for South Africa at the time also.


  I'd forgotten the two men in the suits until they came to me from where they had been sitting with their eyes swimming with tears. Excitedly, they grasped my arm and began to speak. "Brother, we are from South Africa," they said.


  I couldn't believe it. These two men had wandered into our prayer meeting even as we had prayed ignorantly in the realm of the spirit for their country.


  "Brother, we had come to see if there is any hope for our nation," they continued. We have prayed for years for revival. This morning the Lord led us to your prayer meeting. We heard the prophesy that said intercession had been made for South Africa and that victory had been won today.


  Tears fell down their faces, and they hugged me as they said, "Thank you brother for obeying the Spirit of God and allowing victory to come to our nation of South Africa."


  I can hardly say I felt like a hero. All we had done was speak in tongues. God had done the miracle. He'd taken the language of our faith and had molded it into a weapon that bound the spirit of darkness over the continent of South Africa, and revival began to break out to the glory of God.


  You don't have to go to a nation to pray for that country. You don't have to go to another nation to be a missionary. We can be drawn into the intimacy of the love of God and at the same time make intercession for the saints in any nation at any time of the day or night. What a formidable weapon we have when we speak in other tongues as the Spirit gives us utterance!


  The devil has launched a disparaging attack on speaking in tongues. However, he who knows the mind of the Spirit will allow the Holy Spirit to speak the sacred mysteries of God (1 Corinthians 14:2).


  We are not able to think of prayers in English for hours. Nor do we always declare the promises of the scriptures.


  Sometimes we may not even feel like praying, but we can perform a miracle every time we speak in tongues.


  Singing in tongues is another formidable weapon, because it's one of the highest areas of faith. We accomplish much as we sing in the spirit and unto God releasing our faith, declaring the words of scripture and the words that the Lord puts into our hearts. Singing in the spirit is a powerful battering-ram that will smash through into the realms of God.


  Speaking in tongues causes our spirits to be sensitive. Part of our problem as we come to spiritual warfare is not knowing what to do. I believe speaking in tongues sensitizes our spirits, because tongues are God-ward. We are spiritual, and we pray to God who is Spirit. We worship the Father in spirit and in truth, and the Spirit of God conveys what he would have us know.


  Sometimes by intuition we feel what God is saying. We seem to have an understanding of what the Lord has said, though He hasn't said a word. How do you receive this knowing? By developing sensitivity to God. How do you become sensitive to Him? By constantly speaking in the language of the spirit. Build yourself up in our most holy faith and be a formidable foe to the powers of the enemy.


  
    


  


  


  KNOWING YOUR ENEMY


  Ephesians 6:12 states that "For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places." Our conflicts are not with a sickness, a thought, or even a system. They are with evil powers. Every evil spirit has its own personality and name, much the same as every individual has a name and physical visage.


  Evil spirits have a single-minded goal or mission. Their vision is to totally destroy every human being. Evil spirits have no boundaries. They are guided only by evil instincts at the command of a hierarchy.


  We must understand who we are battling. When we realize this all-important fact, we will no longer shadow box. As Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 9:26, we are not as one who beats the air accomplishing nothing. If we were, we would become disappointed and frustrated at what God has requested we do—which is to stand on the neck of our enemies and overcome the powers of evil with the blood of the Lamb.


  Still, if we do not understand how our enemy operates, we shadow box or beat the air. We cannot direct our faith, and we fall into futility. There is nothing so discouraging as to have fasted and prayed and done your utmost to defeat the powers of the enemy and find you have accomplished little. Nothing is so destructive to our faith than to know that we have failed. But, of course, we will fail many times.


  Still, the Body of Christ should be winners, rejoicing and thanking God for daily victories that are accomplished. Yet sadly, that is not always the case. Why? We have not discerned the enemy. We do not know his personality or how he operates or even how he obtained access to our lives. When we know the enemy's strategy, our battle becomes clear. We are able to apply our faith and rise to the occasion. In other words, we understand the tactics of the enemy.


  Spiritual warfare must be led by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will reveal the enemy, his tactics, and the warfare we must conduct. In a natural war there are the army, navy, and air force, as well as tactical response groups and the high command. Likewise, in spiritual warfare, we must realize the entirety of the forces involved and act wisely.


  Saint Paul said we are not ignorant of the enemy's devices. Spiritually, if we are not privy by foreknowledge to what is going on, we must go to our heavenly Father and ask Him for wisdom and knowledge. The strategy of the Spirit of God enables us to wage a good warfare, being assured of more victories than by any other method. Therefore, let us look at some our enemy's weapons of warfare.


  
    


  


  


  Arrows That Fly By Day


  Genesis 49:23 states that archers sorely grieved Joseph. No doubt he remembered what his brothers had done and said. Not only had they put him in a pit and sold him to the Ishmaelites, they also had hurled words that caused him pain of heart and spirit. The word used for "archers" means not only to fire arrows, but also to "master." A master is one who skillfully sets a trap and waits like a sniper.


  Once, I was praying for a pastor with all sorts of problems when the Lord showed me by vision that this man was a lion that had huge arrows sticking from his body. The piercing was so intense and deep that I could hardly stand the vision. I felt overcome with emotion when I realized his pain, anguish, and distress. This man was suffering because of the vicious attack upon him by evil archers. With tenderness of heart, the Lord helped me remove these barbs from his spirit.


  I said to him, "You must forgive them." He forgave and began to love the people who had done these things. As he forgave, the arrows came out of his body easily. When the last one was gone, we asked the Lord to cleanse the poison of those arrows from his flesh and mind, and he became a new man. The tenseness withdrew from his face. His anxiety and depression lifted. There was healing and release. He started to flow again in the things of God because of the freedom and the liberty in his spirit.


  Very often after this sort of ministry where we have extracted as it were arrows, swords, or spears, there is instant release and also a sensitivity in those areas for a period of time. I didn't fully understand this until one day when I was visiting someone who had just had an operation. They had been put into the recovery room with a special nurse to watch for and attend to all their needs. Then it occurred to me that this is often necessary after spiritual warfare. We may need to take it easy, rest, speak in tongues, and praise the Lord, making sure the wounds don't re-open.


  We must allow the grace of God to be applied to the wound until forgiveness and healing has taken place in our hearts and minds. Sometimes after people are ministered to, they immediately rush out and expose their spirits to everything that's flying through the air. And they then become depressed again and wonder why. They have attracted another arrow that flies by day. They will again need ministry.


  If we engage in spiritual warfare, we must always ensure we have on the armor of God as our protection. Even so, there still is conflict and aftermath. The scripture says, "Lay hands suddenly on no man" (I Timothy 5:22). I believe the Lord wants us to prepare our hearts to make sure we don't take from the other person the problems they have.


  We may wonder why we become depressed after ministry. It is because something from another has been imparted to us. We need to pray and rejoice in the Lord and break the spirit off of us because it can certainly bring some form of depression.


  One time, I was spending a lot of time in prayer preparing to go on one of my overseas ministry trips. During this time, I became quite depressed. One day in the church office one of the other ministering brethren came to me and said, "Frank, you're going through quite a battle, aren't you?"


  "Well, I do feel I'm under some sort of pressure," I stated. "Let me pray for you," he requested. So I sat in a chair in his office and let him pray for me. I had been having some pain under my right arm near my rib cage area, but I hadn't told anyone about it.


  "You're suffering pain in your rib cage area under your right arm, aren't you?", he said suddenly. "Yes I am, as a matter of fact," I replied. "Do you know what's happened?", he asked, "While you've been conducting spiritual warfare, the enemy has hit you with a spear." As we talked about this, the pain in my right side intensified so much that I said, "Quick, come and pray for me."


  I wasn't aware of anything but the pain. My friend said, "in the name of Jesus I pull that spear out of your side." I felt the pain go. He then put his hand where the spear had been and prayed for the power of Jesus. The depression lifted and I felt great.


  He said to me, "Do you know what the Lord has just shown me? The enemy tried to pierce you in your heart, but you turned suddenly before he could pierce your heart. He then stuck the spear into your side. When you started praising the Lord he ran away, but that spear was intended to give you a heart attack."


  We praised the Lord together then I returned home and told our family. My son then told me he was watching me pray one day and he could see a demon following me with a spear in his hand. As I walked up and down my place of prayer, this spirit followed me waiting for an opportunity to attack. I wasn't even aware of it. Apparently, it had attacked me and left me wounded. But, praise God, I was able to come out of that depression healed in the name of Jesus.


  On another occasion, I suffered pain in my left shoulder. I used ointment and did exercises and had one of the nurses in the church see if there was anything noticeable, but she found nothing. Still, the pain was quite intense. As we were having prayer one day, my son Darren said, "Dad, I can see what is happening. You've been praying again and having warfare?" "Yes why?" I replied. "There's an arrow sticking out of your shoulder," he stated.


  I couldn't believe it. I knew I felt pain in my shoulder, but I never thought for a moment that it was the effects of spiritual warfare. Then Darren pulled the barb out in the name of Jesus, and the pain left!


  We have been conducting spiritual warfare for twenty years or more, so there are many such episodes that have happened in our lives. On one occasion, I was having warfare in Australia and was concerned about the power generated by the aboriginal spirit system, which is very powerful in this nation.


  I had been praying and asking the Lord about the power generated by their witchcraft. I didn't have any direction from God, but I continued to pray and bind that spirit. I prayed confusion to the spirit that is so violent in our nation and left it at that. Not many hours went by before I started having chest pains. I thought I had better take it easy.


  The chest pain would intensify and then subside. This went on for eight or ten days. Then one day, I said to one of my boys, "I've got pain in my chest. Would you mind praying for me?" I certainly didn't want to have a heart attack!


  When he began to pray, he said, "You've been having warfare again, haven't you?" "Yes I have!" I said. "What is it this time?" "Dad," he said, "you've got a boomerang embedded in your chest." I burst out laughing. "Oh, come on.", I laughed, "What do you mean a boomerang?"


  "Well it's there," he said, "it's embedded in your chest. Let me pray for you." In the name of Jesus, he took that boomerang out of my chest and with it my pain! I haven't had any pain since.


  Still, we must be cautious in these areas. We must constantly be careful, and if we feel pain we should endeavor to find out whether it is physical or spiritual.


  Let me tell you of something that once happened when I was on my way to the Philippines for meetings. On the way, we had to stop in East Malaysia to conduct meetings in Bintulu, Sarawak. I was in my hotel room waiting on the Lord.


  I had been praying for an hour or so, walking back and forth from the doorway to the window, which looked out onto a balcony and across palm trees to the sea. As I turned from the door an amazing thing happened. Four men jumped up onto my second floor balcony from the ground below. I didn't see them leave the ground as I was up on the second story, but I saw them come up over the balcony rail and land outside my glass doors.


  I got the surprise of my life. Where had these four fellows come from? I saw that they were Japanese Ninja warriors. They were dressed in black and each carried a samurai sword. Their hands were extended in such a way to mean they were going to cause trouble.


  I stared in amazement as they walked straight through the glass doors and stood on my side of the doors. I said "Lord, what is this?" Straight away I got the answer. "These four Ninja spirits have come to destroy you." His words got my attention more than the four Ninja warriors.


  Making sure I was clothed in the armor of the Lord, I asked the Lord for reinforcements. Then in Jesus' name, I came against those spirits. As I proclaimed the power of the blood of Jesus over them they disappeared.


  Ninja spirits come from those involved with the Japanese occult. Every nation has its occult, Aborigines, or Gypsies. All nationalities have an occult. The Red Indians have their medicine men, totem poles, and spirits that are strong and vicious. Every culture in the world has a power behind it.


  Still, we are not against a certain people. We do not wrestle against Egyptians, Japanese, Aborigines, or Indians. They are lovely people that need to be redeemed. Still, behind our culture are powers of darkness that try to destroy, so we must have the discerning of spirits if we are going to move in any form of spiritual warfare.


  We also need intelligence, wisdom, and prophetic insight to know how to deal with these demonic spirits. "These Ninja spirits have been planted all over the world," the Lord told me in 1988. I guess it was remiss of me not to wait on the Lord and get more information, but I didn't. When I returned home, I told the church leaders what had happened. At that time, nobody knew what they were. We know now, don't we! We now know about the Ninja turtles that live in the sewers and come out for warfare and violence.


  Our young people, children and teenagers have gone mad after these sewer turtles. They are spirits sent by Satan to capture another generation. We should have nothing to do with any paintings, books, or films depicting Ninja turtles.


  Where is our intelligence today? Such is the power of the ruling spirit that disguises itself as a Ninja mutant turtle. It will bring violence and trouble in the home and separate children from parents. No matter what Satan does, he will disguise it in some way to capture another generation and bring it to destruction.


  We will have to wage warfare to rid our community of these spirits. You had better put on your armor, pray your heart out, and believe that God will give you authority, insight, and anointing to break through these horrible demonic powers. Leaders, pastors, and intercessors should work hard at this, because who knows where it will end. God forbid that decent people would believe in this deception, yet they do. Satan is very clever and it won't be long before there will be some other new thing that will cause us great distress.


  Many times I have wondered what would have happened had I called the church together throughout the world and told them of my Ninja experience.


  Elisha did something similar when he knew what the enemy of Israel was planning. The king of Syria even thought he had an enemy spy in his headquarters. "How is it that king of Israel knows ahead of time where I am going to attack so that we get beaten every time." The king lamented "No, your Majesty, someone told him. It's Elisha the prophet." This is the kind of power a prophet has, and this is the prophetic anointing that can come on anyone of us.


  Had I waited on the Lord, He would have revealed the necessary strategy to cause this evil spirit to fall defeated and another victory would have been wrought by the church of Jesus Christ. However, it seems we always come in after the event and clean up the mess the Devil has created and then start again. I believe now is the time to hear from God about the things that are going to happen tomorrow. Elisha had that experience also, "Tomorrow about this time..." there would be bread to eat, he prophesied (2 Kings 7:1). We too can hear the Spirit of God saying that tomorrow or next year the enemy is devising something, and we can gather our church to pray. We can assemble our prayer warriors, intercessors, and warfarers to frustrate the plan of the enemy long before he ever has an opportunity to attack.


  
    


  


  


  The Evil Tongue


  Proverbs 25:18 says that a man who bears false witness against his neighbor is like a club, a sword, and a sharp arrow, meaning that his words pierce, wound, or chop to pieces. I believe this is why many people are sick and suffer from diseases or pain with no remedy. They have come under the attack of another person's tongue. People suffer headaches and depression or become violently ill because of a demonic influence that has been exerted against them. In actuality, someone has perpetrated vicious thoughts against them.


  We should pay close attention to Proverbs 25, which is almost a complete chapter on healing. This chapter also explains the sicknesses and distress suffered by people who come under the vicious attack of other people's tongues.


  Proverbs 12:18 says, "There is one who speaketh like the piercings of a sword: but the tongue of the wise is health." Some people use their tongues like a word that pierces innocent people. If someone has bitterness in his heart and out of that bitterness and resentment he reviles another person, those words have power. They can bind or release, heal or cause sickness.


  How many people are sick because of the onslaught that comes from a tongue set on fire as we discussed previously? Demonically inspired, this tongue will bring about the downfall of another and cause them to suffer. The mystery of this is that the sufferer doesn't know why they are sick.


  They go to the doctor and take prescribed medicines, but they get no better. An attack comes upon them at unusual times and spoils their day. Why? They are facing an arrow sent by an antagonist.


  David laments in Psalm 57:4: "My soul is among lions: and I lie even among them that are set on fire, even the sons of men, whose teeth are spears and arrows, and their tongue a sharp sword." Many other verses also say something similar. I am convinced that many people suffer because of the gnashing of teeth. People stab and club us with their words, thoughts, and curses. When we come under such an attack, we need to know how to war against this attack and bind the power in order to release ourselves from the hatred and bitterness of others.


  At the conclusion of a meeting in a town in Victoria, Australia, as we were saying good-bye to the leaders on the platform, the pastor's wife said, "Is it too late for me to have prayer? I haven't been able to come to any of the meetings because I have been continually sick. Would you please pray for me?"


  We laid hands on her and suddenly the Lord said, "She has a spear sticking out of her back." I thought that was unusual so I looked behind at her back, but I couldn't see a spear. I asked the Lord to show it to me. Then in the spirit, I saw a spear sticking out of her back just level with her hip bones.


  As I proceeded to spiritually remove the spear in the name of Jesus, the Lord said to me, "Someone has mocked this lady." I told her that this was a spear of mockery and that at sometime someone had mocked her testimony and harassed her. She began to cry. Upon removing the spear, I prayed the blessing of the Lord upon her.


  Suddenly, to my amazement, she cried, "I'm healed, I'm healed!" She told me she had felt numbness from her waist to her feet for many years. Now she could feel the warmth of life flowing through her body. Then she ran down the platform, up the aisles, around the church, and came back exclaiming, "I'm healed, I'm healed!"


  This was one of my first encounters with this sort of evil, and I thought it quite remarkable that this woman had received healing as a result of discernment of an evil tongue that had hurled abuse at her.


  Another time when I was counseling at church, a lady came in crying and upset. She told me of an encounter she had with one of the men of another church. During the discussion, he suddenly turned on her. "Pastor," she said to me, "He turned on me and pierced me with a spear."


  I thought it was a funny thing to say, but she kept on repeating those words. Since she was so upset and I wasn't able to get a word in at all, I simply said, "Lord, I don't really understand what's happening." Then the Lord showed me a spear sticking out of her abdomen where this man had pierced her with the anger of his heart.


  I said to the woman, "Let's pray," and put my hand on this spiritual spear and pulled it out in the name of Jesus. Almost instantly she said, "Oh, I feel so much better." She didn't even know what I had done. Then I asked the Lord to remove the poison of bitterness and grief, anger and disappointment. I asked Him to heal her spirit and body in the name of Jesus. She went out rejoicing in her newfound relief.


  Another time, a young lady and her husband came to visit us. My son also happened to be visiting. No sooner had they come in the door than the woman began to complain. "Every time my mother speaks to me she stabs me in the back. Why doesn't my mother stop?"


  Then she began to cry saying, "She's always stabbing me in the back." After a little while I got the message. She had been stabbed in the back by her mother's tongue!


  I said to my son, who has an anointing to counsel, "Son can you see any stabs in her back." He asked the Lord to show him, and sure enough there was a knife sticking in her back.


  "Kneel on the floor," I said, "and we'll pray for you." "What good is that going to do? That's not going to stop my mother from stabbing me in the back.", she said. "Just kneel and let us pray for you," I said again. So we prayed for her, and without telling her what was really happening we withdrew the knife from her back. We then asked the Lord to take the poison out of her system and allow her to forgive her mother and heal her back.


  In about two minutes, she jumped up off her knees and sat on the seat as bright as a button and said, "I feel so wonderful now, Jesus has taken my pain away."


  Very often as we are praying for people at an altar call we see by spiritual discernment that weapons that have been waged against a person. We don't always tell the people what we are seeing as it sometimes takes too long to explain. But the Lord will reveal when there has been mockery or a curse and sometimes when it is removed.


  Ephesians 6:12 speaks of the fiery darts of the enemy. If our faith is low, then spiritual fiery darts will hit us. Often at an altar call when we are praying for people I ask the Lord to show me if people have any darts in their backs. We then break the curse that has been placed upon them and ask the Lord to remove the darts and heal them.


  Christians often work where men curse and swear and blaspheme God and others. Even within the church some may make an acid rebuke that causes pain to another's spirit. This is why often after a confrontation with somebody where there has been nasty words, we go to bed and toss and turn. Our minds are disturbed because we have come under attack by this poison-dipped arrow that smites us in the heart.


  If you look carefully through a concordance, you will find that arrows were fired on many occasions. Psalm 91:5 speaks about the arrow that flies by day. What arrow is that? I believe this is the arrow of contention, bitterness and hatred that tries to bring us down and miss out on the good things of the Lord.


  Proverbs 5:3 says "For the lips of a strange woman drop as an honeycomb, and her mouth is smoother than oil: But her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a twoedged sword." Many other such verses show that the tongue can speak deceit and hurt that can bring pain, a curse, and sickness.


  One day I was asked to pray for a group of people sitting in a circle. I could see about twenty or thirty spikes in one woman's back although she was facing me. "You have a very sore back haven't you?" I said. Wiggling in her seat she said, "I can't work it out. It's as though I've got a lot of prickles in my back!"


  "Let me pray for you," I said. She leaned forward, and I laid my hands on her back and began to pick the spikes out one by one. As I did this I asked the Lord to heal her back. She had suffered considerable inferiority and depression in her lifetime, but after all of the spikes were removed, she was as happy as could be. Jesus had made her whole.


  Once, when I was praying for another lady, I put my hand on her shoulder to bless her. To my surprise I felt lumps on her shoulder. I removed my hand then put it back on her shoulder again. There was nothing there! I wondered what was wrong with me. Then as I started to pray, I could feel the lumps again. I realized there was something happening in the spirit.


  I asked the Lord what was going on and He told me she had been stabbed in the back many times and these were the scars. I asked this lady, who was a pastor's wife, "You have come under much abuse and you've been stabbed in the back by words many times, haven't you?" Immediately, she broke into tears and started praying.


  I said, "Keep praying. This is getting the poison out of your spirit". Then the lumps disappeared! Her pain was gone and the emotional trauma was finished. The Lord healed her as we discerned the spiritual stabbings of someone's tongue.


  I wonder how many other people's backaches and other aches and pains are from a spiritual attack. People do have literal backaches and slipped discs, but I wonder if fifty to sixty percent of them are not from spiritual weapons the enemy hurls at us.


  
    


  


  


  Perverse Spirits


  One morning in the Philippines, the Lord woke me about two o'clock. As I walked up and down, I waited and listened to hear what the Lord would say to me. At last, He began to speak and scriptures began to tumble through my mind. A set of verses I don't usually spend any time on came to me. The Lord began to speak to me about homosexuality—not one of my pet subjects. I know it is a curse and I know how it operates, but it's not an area that has been foremost in my ministry.


  The Lord shared with me all sorts of scriptures from Genesis to Revelation, verses I hardly knew existed. When I looked them up in the Word, sure enough they were there just as the Lord had said. Sometimes an evil spirit can quicken things too, so I always go to the Word. I always check it out, using a concordance with the Greek and the Hebrew to see the meaning of the words. Then I crossreference to ensure I have a balance of what I picked up from the Lord that day. This is our safeguard. What we hear in our heart must line up with the Word of God, which is our security and final court of appeal.


  What I heard lined up with what the Lord was saying. I staggered as I saw the magnitude of this evil. Homosexuality is not a modern experience, but something that started in the early days of time. It was at the beginning and went all the way through Sodom and Gomorrah and other places. The Lord showed me its magnitude and how intense it is. The revelation was so heavy on my heart that I couldn't handle it anymore. By this time, it was about three o'clock, and though I don't usually do this, I went back to bed. I went to sleep and had a most horrific dream. I dreamed I was captured and taken prisoner down into ornate cave crowded with homosexuals —violent, strong, mean men. Then a door opened on my right and there was a church! I could see people dressed in normal clothes smiling and laughing. It looked like it was after a church service. The door quickly closed but in that moment I realized there is a link between some churches and homosexuality. Behind closed doors a spirit of homosexuality is generated that affects places of power and authority.


  Suddenly I woke up! I was in a lather of perspiration and crying. I didn't quite know what to do; the dream was so real. So I lay back down on my bed, and had the same dream again. I climbed out of bed and knelt down and wept because of the horrific sensation I felt over this abominable thing.


  "Father what is it?" I cried. "What is going on?" "My son," the Lord clearly said, "You have seen just a part of the network of homosexuality around the world. It is a strong, vicious power perpetrated by a fallen angel. In every city there are groups under the control of this homosexual fallen angel, and he governs many areas of the world. It is more than an unclean spirit. It affects places of power and authority—the judiciary and leaders of nations and the decision-makers of your country. It is the power behind immorality, fornication, homosexuality, and bestiality. It is the power behind abortion, murder, crime, and disrespect for life. It is slimy, mean, and miserable. It is one of the strongest powers against the church."


  I could hardly believe what I was hearing. But I believe that the Lord spoke, and in recent days, being very careful knowing the power that is behind it, I have been localizing my prayer to the spirits of homosexuality in my own city. This is why our children don't respect us. There is no respect in the community because this powerful fallen angel controls many facets of communal life. We might deal with spirits of bitterness, murder, witchcraft, and sorcery, but behind all of these, there is the enormous power structure of homosexuality that wars against our whole society. I believe it is one of the spirits closest to Satan himself.


  People all across our nations and in our churches should begin to fast and pray that this destructive power will fall and wither, because this spirit affects the decisionmakers of our nations. It infiltrates every law enforcement agency in every country in the world.


  Church of Jesus Christ, now is time for us to realize that spiritual warfare is the only thing that will save our world. God loved our world and gave His Son for it. Our young people constantly walk among this thing. There is vileness of men's mouths in the work place. There is no respect for the human body anymore. So much is vicious, vile, and filthy. We must buckle on the whole armor and go and make war before we are all baptized in the filth and smut that is perpetrated across our media. It's time for the church to take her pruning hooks and beat them into swords. It is time for war.


  Joel 3 tells us to prepare for war. It is time to buckle on the armor; time to fast and pray; time to declare the purposes and the promises of God; and it's time to stand firm. Let's set ambushes against our spiritual foes by singing, worship, and prophetic praying and wreck the work of the enemy. Let's undo the network of filth and slime that fills our communities. Let's put it all back in the sewer where it belongs and flush it into hell because that's the only place for these wicked devices of the enemy.


  As Paul says, we're not ignorant of Satan's wicked devices. It's only as we realize the intensity and the immensity of the battle that we shall rise to a place of authority and power. When we exert our faith in the blood of Jesus Christ, the only cleansing agent for sin, then we will break through the iniquities that Satan has perpetrated in our world.


  I don't believe as individuals we should tackle homosexuals and tell them these things. This is something for us as a church. I believe if we openly preached this (and maybe it needs to be preached), we would be opening ourselves to some form of attack. I believe we must pray. We must stand in the Holy Place. We can have a breakthrough of immense proportions that will release whole cities and bring towns and communities to Christ. I call the church to record this day, that we need to wage warfare that will release hundreds of thousands, possibly millions of people from this destructive, slimy spirit.


  This also is one of the reasons for all the pornography in films, calendars, and so on. Everywhere you look you see the near-nude body. You can't walk into a news agency without seeing magazines flouting the near-nude body, trying to get our attention and causing our eyes and mouths to sin, to blaspheme, and think immorally. It doesn't take long for seeds from this powerful force to start to erode away the faith of the church. But we have news for this network of evil: "Our faith is in the power of God. We believe in the blood of Jesus Christ and declare the Name of Jesus today. We won't listen to the flattering words of immorality. We shall bind them in the Name of Jesus."


  
    


  


  


  ANOINTED FOR WAR


  When David lost his desire for war, he sent his men to fight the Philistines, and he wandered about the roof of his house. He had lost his vision for defeating the power who opposed the Lord. However, he soon had a vision that was not in keeping with a man of his character and stature. He saw Bathsheba bathing herself. Temptation overruled his judgment and lust caused him to sin. The result was the planned death of Uriah the Hittite, one of his valiant and faithful servants in battle. He eventually lost his rulership. Soon his wicked son Absalom was ruling in his stead, and David was wandering across the river, subject to abuse because of his folly (2 Samuel 15:23 and 16:5-6). How the mighty have fallen.


  David took his armor off because he wasn't going to war. But we are at war every day. A warfare of different dimensions confronts us every hour of each day. We must continually keep on the whole armor of God if we are going to be valiant in the battle. We're told to earnestly contend for the faith once delivered to the saints. The devil has no right on this planet. He is a usurper and a trespasser. He is here by subterfuge, lying, and compromise. Now it is up to us to contend for the truth and the anointed word that the devil hates.


  When I am praying or preparing for spiritual warfare, sometimes the Holy Spirit will remind me of past incidents. I often wonder what an incident of years ago has to do with the situation I am now facing. Then I realize that the Holy


  Spirit is showing me how He gave victory so I can use that tactic against the enemy again. How exciting it is as the Spirit of the Lord, the anointing of God, leads us to war. There is a thrill born of knowing we have overcome the enemy.


  Perhaps we should do what the T-shirt says, "If Satan keeps telling you about your past, keep reminding him of his future." This is an area where the prophetic anointing operates because as we pray, in reality we prophesy our prayer. Prophetic prayer helps us declare God's purposes. When David came against Goliath he made a prophetic declaration of the purposes of God. Where did his declaration come from? The anointing of the Lord prepared him and gave him the utterance that destroyed Goliath's courage and determination. The word of the Lord entered Goliath's mind to instill fear; then the stone of God entered his head and slew him.


  God knows the weakness of the enemy, and He will give you strategy for dealing with him. Conversely, however, the enemy knows our weaknesses. He knows whether to attack through inferiority, fear, or pride. So we need to wear the armor of God constantly to wage a good warfare.


  We gain victory by confrontation. When David went down to the Valley of Rephaim (2 Samuel 5:17-25), he constantly asked God, "Do you want me to fight?" He didn't simply let the situation go by, he faced it. Unfortunately, we dodge our problems, our Valleys of Rephaim, for years. We are not prepared to confront the problems that face us. Often weights and our besetting sin hold us captive.


  Sometimes we don't feel like we can get the victory because we have often tried and failed. Temptations and powers of darkness come against us and leave us unprepared. We yield a little ground, and when we confront the devil he sometimes gives us a body blow causing us to recoil. We will always face set-backs, but not permanent ones. In 2 Corinthians 4:8-10, Paul says we are down, but not knocked out. We may be knocked over, but we are not totally demoralized. Brush off the dust, stand up, and get going again. Don't skirt around the Valley of Rephaim anymore. Move straight through and win in the name of Jesus!


  As a child growing up, my mother often sent me to the shops for groceries. I had two ways to go in order to get to the shops. Both ways, unfortunately, went by the house where a certain bully lived. No matter what time of day, this bully was always home. I don't know how he treated the other children in the neighborhood, but he always mistreated me. He would thump me, punch me, hit me with sticks, beat me up, and I would run home crying. To avoid him, I had to go miles out of my way. Since it was already a long trip, I usually went by his house. Sometimes I'd think I had passed him and was out of his reach when he would suddenly leap over the gate and pelt me with a handful of stones. The battle would ensue, and I usually went home battle-scarred again.


  I didn't know what to do. He had me absolutely whipped. Then something happened. One day after a whipping, as I went home crying I met three of my friends.


  They asked what was the matter so I whimpered out my sad little tale. "Where is he?" they asked. "Just show us where he is."


  They went out and caught this bully. "Is this the one, they asked?" "Yes, he's always hitting me," I said, and I told them my sad old story with a few extra embellishments! My friends then went into action. One held him while the other two pummeled him. They hit him in the stomach, in the nose, in the eye, and belted him in the ribs. I was never so happy in all my life. The more they hit him, the more my tears evaporated. The pain I had suffered turned to joy as I watched.


  When the fight was over, I went rejoicing down the road with my three friends. Still, the next day when I was walking up the road, the bully was at the gate again. I thought, "Oh, no." However, I plucked up courage to continue because I knew I had three friends who would help me. His mother came out, and I thought, "Don't tell me I've got to face the bully and his mother too." But she called me over and said, "Hello, Frank." I said, "Hello." "Does my son give you a hard time?" she asked. "Yes he does," I replied. "He gives me a hard time every time I go past this gate." She then grabbed her son by the ear and hauled him inside their house. "Don't worry, Frank, he won't do that again," she hollered back as she gave him a hiding.


  I endured those thumps and bruises for much too long. Why hadn't I gone to see his mother or my friends earlier? We have skirted Valleys of Rephaim and allowed the giants to belt the living daylights out of us until we will do anything they want. They make life miserable instead of our being full of faith and power in the Holy Ghost.


  We are anointed for war, so buckle on the armor! Ask the Lord what weapon He wants you to use and get victory over anger, viciousness, lust, lies, rebellion, and arrogance. God has given you the breakthrough against the Philistines. He is the Master of the Breakthrough. Like a dam bursting, the power of God overwhelms the enemy.


  During the second World War, Germany had many armament factories in a certain valley protected by surrounding mountains and anti-aircraft guns. Although the Allies attempted bombing the place, they failed. Then the British high command realized if they could smash the dam, the water would flood the valley and destroy the factories. They devised a round bomb that would bounce across the top of the water, hit the wall, and smash a hole in the dam. This whole episode of war was shown in the film, "The Dam Busters." Conventional weapons wouldn't work because the enemy had nets to trap torpedoes and other bombs. They had to drop the bombs further up the lake to achieve the breakthrough.


  Similarly, God will do the same. The enemy will be swamped and overcome with the awesome power of God. The devil is relentless in his attack, and we must be relentless against him. The released power and anger of God against wickedness and the power of Satan is so awesome it causes the enemy to scuttle off, his tail between his legs.


  Do you feel far from being a warrior? Then I suggest you pray the following prayer for the warrior's anointing:


  Father, release me from the fear of the past.


  The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses me from every sin. Let nothing in me give Satan an opportunity to take advantage of me. I depend wholly upon You and the principles You've set in the Word of God. I submit myself to the Commander of the Lord of Hosts. There is now nothing in my life that would hinder me. I am free to be the warrior of the Lord.


  Father, I take my place in Jesus Christ. I put on the whole armor of God. I believe to see the power of God operating in my life because I know there is nothing that can harm me as I walk in the light as You are in the light. Thank you for my place of security. Nothing can separate me from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus my Lord.


  I submit myself to the lordship of Jesus Christ.


  Father, I present myself clothed in my armor with a heart that is washed and cleansed in the blood of Jesus Christ. Anoint me with fresh oil from the throne.


  Fill me afresh with your Holy Spirit and reveal to me your purposes and strategy for war. Thank You because I am equipped to be a good soldier of the cross of Jesus


  Christ. Satanic power shall not have dominion over me. Anoint me for war. I thank You now and rejoice in Your goodness. My faith is in the power of God.


  Praise the Lord! Amen.


  The devil hates this prayer. He will do his best to put you off and to make you tired so you won't pray. He'll cause you to be so busy and distracted that you will lose your authority in prayer. Yet, while we are praying we generate the authority of God so he is bound and his authority limited.


  The enemy loves disorder. He loves to see Christians disorientated, unorganized, and undermotivated. In that condition he is able to do his infernal work and bring trouble, discord, pain, sickness, and defeat.


  But we are anointed for war. We must war the good fight of faith. We must earnestly contend for the truth and the faith that has been given to us. We must fight the enemy and never surrender. We must contend against the enemy of our souls and recover the areas of faith the devil has taken away.


  Goliath the Philistine hated David, his name, and his prophetic anointing. In Psalm 16, he prophesied concerning the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Philistine knew he was telling everybody of the sure mercies of God. He had heard him singing and hated his songs because they glorified God. So he set out to destroy him before he united Israel.


  In Luke 4:18, Jesus said the Spirit of the Lord was upon Him. At His baptism, He was anointed and immediately went into the wilderness where the devil came. The devil hated His anointing and for forty days tempted Jesus saying, "Do some miracles."


  Jesus said, "I am anointed by God. I am anointed of the Holy Ghost. I have a battle to fight and I am going to win. I saw the dove come from heaven and light upon me and now I'm going to heal the brokenhearted and minister to those in great need. Because of the anointing, I can minister to even the worst of men." Satan tried to stop Jesus in the wilderness because Jesus was anointed with power. Recognize that you too are anointed. Say it daily, "I am anointed by God; I am anointed by the Spirit." Then speak out the purpose of the anointing—to heal the sick and the brokenhearted and to destroy the works of the enemy. The more you say it, the more convinced you will be and the more frequently it will happen.


  David went out to meet the Philistines in the Valley of Rephaim, "the valley of the dead." It was a ghostly, sinister place of fear and suspicion. One couldn't be sure what was behind the rocks. The giants loved to go there because it was satanic. I believe it was a valley of the "shadow of death," the very place where David wrote Psalm 23. He went into the valley of the shadow of death to fight the snakes and demonic powers that came after his anointing.


  When we are anointed, we stir up bad spirits. Without the anointing, they don't feel threatened, but when we stir up these evil beings, they come to molest and bring us into a place of bondage. But the anointing we have will break their yoke and destroy it. Isaiah 10:27 says that the anointing equips us with power and destroys the yoke.


  David did not go immediately into battle. Verse 10 of 1 Chronicles 14 says he went first to inquire of God. "Shall I go up against the Philistines? And wilt thou deliver them into mine hand?" And the Lord said unto him, Go up; for I will deliver them into thine hand." Herein lies an important key to warfare.


  Many times we have success but not always. The enemy had mustered himself in the valley of the shadow of death, but David didn't rush off to war in his own strength or presume that God would be with him. How many problems and tragedies are littered on the sands of time because of presuming to do the will of God. We feel we must do our duty so we run ahead and say and do things that bring harm and disappointment. Many great ministries have been lost because they presumed to do the will of God. We must go to our Father and seek His will constantly: Thy will be done on earth! If there is warfare to be waged, go to the Heavenly Father and ask Him, "Heavenly Father, do you want me to go to this warfare? A spirit of injustice is causing misery in a certain situation; do you want me to fight that warfare?" Once we have a prophetic word, it becomes the sword of the Spirit that will penetrate the armor of the enemy. We shall then cut through his lies and deception and smite him through the heart.


  One time in spiritual conflict I was fighting a huge demonic spirit. Its knees were somewhere near the ceiling of the house and he stretched up far beyond it. He was so gigantic I didn't know what to do so I just fought. I bound it in the name of Jesus though I was less than David and he was greater than Goliath. I danced and jumped about but he wasn't impressed. So I took what I felt was my sword and hacked at his leg without effect. After twenty minutes I was worn out and frustrated. I began to become very frightened. I thought I would never be able to defeat this giant demon. He stood there smiling, his arms folded and it appeared he was going to stand on me at any minute.


  I appealed to the Lord. "Father," I said, "I've fought here for twenty minutes and I'm worn out. I don't feel I can stand any longer. What do I need to do?" And the Lord simply said, "You have a rod of authority," He replied. "Use it."


  So I pointed my finger up at the giant's face and said, "I have the rod of God's authority and my authority comes from the Most High and I command you now to loose your authority."


  To my utter surprise this monster I had battled and attacked with an imaginary sword started to shrink. He shrank and shrank and shrank. Finally, he was normal height and I was able to bind and dispatch him in the name of Jesus. The battle was over and the glory of the Lord was there. Go to the Father and ask Him what to do. Talk to Him and use the Word. Even as they that watch the city watch in vain unless the Lord is there, and they that build the house build in vain unless the Lord builds it (Psalm 127:1). Your warfare must be God-ordained, God-anointed, and God-led.


  David went down to the Valley of Rephaim and then on to Baalperazim where he smote the Philistines. Then he said, "The Lord hath broken forth upon mine enemies before me, as the breach of waters" (2 Samuel 5:20). God is the Lord of breaking through. In fact, Baalperazim means "the Lord of the Breakthrough." Verse 21 says the Philistines left their gods there and David commanded they be burnt. We break through by confrontation when we are anointed for war.


  Rephaim can mean slack, slothful, weak, or lethargic, all of which can cause us to stop. There are giants of fear— ghosts if you like, of intimidation and inferiority, giants of sloth that will cause us to complain and criticize. Giants of weakness say, "You can't do it; it's not your calling." There are giants of disappointment that say, "You've worked so hard for nothing; you've prayed and fasted and God didn't answer your prayers."


  For example, before going on one of my overseas ministry tours, the Lord specifically said that He would do something for me. But when I returned home, I didn't believe He had done it. I prayed about it, looked at the prophecy I had been given and felt it was totally unfulfilled. I sat in my study dejected and disappointed for some time.


  "You're not fair," I said to the Lord. "You promised me such and such before I went overseas and when I came back it hadn't happened." Disappointment ate into my heart and I began to feel miserable. I apologized to the Lord and told Him I was sorry, but I felt like I was cut off from Him. So I prayed and fasted. I did everything I knew for three months but this feeling of being cut off remained.


  One morning when I was having my devotions, I said to the Lord I was weary of this situation. I had tried everything to adjust my life so I could have His anointing return to its former glory and power. But nothing seemed to happen so I thought it must be the devil. Sometimes we blame him when we don't know what else to do. As I was praying I said, "Heavenly Father, please help me. I feel that the disappointment I had three months ago has let in a demonic spirit that is affecting me and causing me to be less than effective." Then I went into warfare putting on my whole armor and asking the Heavenly Father to fill my room with angelic powers, as well as the evil spirits that were involved with the situation. To my utter amazement as I looked down the hallway of my home, I saw two spirits staring at me as though wanting to sink their horrible teeth and talons into me.


  When they stood at the spot I had appointed for them I said, "What is your name?" "I am witchcraft," one replied. He had been manipulating me, because I'd let him in through my disagreeableness and disappointment, and he'd began to exercise his authority in my life and in the church.


  The other one said, "I am unbelief." Both of the names surprised me because I had done my utmost to be full of faith and only under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. However, because of my murmuring, complaining, and disappointment, I had let these two spirits affect me. We bound those demons in Jesus' name and dispatched them. The glory of the Lord flooded my heart and home. The sense of tension was gone and I was free.


  Be careful of disappointment. Many of us suffer disappointment and can't rise above it. It's because we have given place to an enemy, a giant that wants to rob us of our anointing and fellowship with God. Disappointment is a horrible emotion that brings a spirit of hopelessness into operation. Like disappointment, self pity is also one of the key giants. He will cause us to be ineffective and introspective. The Lord showed me something about all these spirits and the negative, destructive force of melancholy.


  As I was praying and thanking the Lord for what He had done, I said, "Lord, is there a giant that I haven't yet defeated?" I really didn't think there was anything still there because we had been praying for many years and felt that most of these pressures had been defeated. Then the Lord gave me a vision. I was sitting in my prayer time and saw a large timber water barrel holding forty or fifty gallons. It was one of the old-fashioned barrels from the turn of the century and full of water. Then I saw this lovely little dog. It had great big, mournful eyes but it was looking at me ever so cutely and I liked it. Its beautiful, big eyes were saying, "Love me; Hold me; You won't hurt me, will you?" Its eyes were almost speaking to me and my heart was touched. I wanted to cuddle it because it was such a mournful little puppy dog. Then the voice of the Lord spoke to me very clearly, "Kill it."


  I couldn't kill it. It was so beautiful and nice and soft. Its mournful eyes were saying, "Don't hurt me, don't do anything to me, just love me, I want you to love me." But the Lord said again, "Kill it!" I felt he wanted me to put that cute little dog in the barrel of water and drown it. Suddenly, I had a stick in one hand and put the puppy in the water with the other.


  Then the Lord said again, "Kill it." I put the stick on the doggie's head and pushed it down ever so slowly. The Lord was becoming a little angrier and speaking a little louder, "Kill it, kill it, kill it." Gradually I pushed it under the water. But those eyes! But when it was gone something left me. I came out of my vision and realized that the name of that little doggy was self-pity. The Lord had shown me how I had to deal with a spirit that had affected me adversely for many years.


  This was another form of spiritual warfare, combating the enemy who comes in the form of an appealing, cuddly little dog. Nevertheless, it was a giant of self-pity sent to destroy. The giant of self-pity was another of the giants of Rephaim that had come to steal, kill, and destroy the anointing.


  I wonder what the devil has been saying to you lately? Has he been putting you down and talking to you about other people? What about the giant of lies? It is incredible the number of people that come for counseling who have a poor image of themselves. Thoughts race through their minds that people don't like them, that they are useless to their family and to the church. Because their ears are open to these thoughts, they bring condemnation, fear, bondage, and hopelessness. They believe them and are overpowered by discouragement, even believing that God hates them. When they pray they don't get answers because they believe a lie.


  Eve believed the lie that Satan told her. Satan told David he should boast of the size of Israel and he was judged. The devil told Peter to deny Christ. He told Judas to betray Him.


  What sort of lies has he put into your mind? You need to confront him and his demonic giants because they want to destroy your spiritual anointing by lying to you. Remember, the Holy Spirit says you are a saint, that you are accepted in the beloved, and that you have an ability to be more than a conqueror through Christ who strengthens you (Romans 8:37).


  Even Pharaoh withstood the plagues or judgments of God. Even after the children of Israel left, he continued to pursue them. Like Pharaoh, Satan comes on relentlessly. He doesn't know he is defeated so he just keeps on coming to bring us to a place of destruction. We must recognize his ferocity and his plans against us. The scripture says that like the fowler, he sets a snare for us (Psalm 91:3).


  1 Chronicles 11:10-47 speaks about David's mighty men of valor. These men of war walked shoulder to shoulder. They were stout of heart and loved their king. They were anointed for battle. Verse 12 talks about Eleazar who fought with David in some of his battles. At one time, the Philistines pursued, but the people of Israel fled from them and stationed themselves in the middle of a field of barley. They defended the field and killed the Philistines. Why fight for an old barley field? Why should men's lives be lost over a piece of ground? They were defending it because of a principle. It was theirs, given to them by Joshua when they crossed the River Jordan. It was theirs by inheritance, and it was God's will for them to have it. So they fought tooth and nail to protect it. No one was going to take this little piece of ground from them—it was their land.


  Why should we give the devil everything he wants? This is a big problem today. The church is backing off from her responsibilities and is not fighting Islam, homosexuality, or abortion. We allow bribery and incompetence in government to continue unrestrained. Demonic powers are behind all these evils that are stopping us from living the normal, healthy life of abundance God always intended. We are hassled by these political spirits— spiritual rulers of wickedness in high places—so we must fight and bind these powers of darkness. Remember, God is on our side.


  In 1 Chronicles 11:18, we read of three men who heard that David needed water. He wanted a drink from Bethlehem so they broke through the ranks of the Philistines, got the water, and fought their way back again to give David the water. They were men of the breakthrough. If we are not getting blessing in our church, we too must break through the ranks of the enemy. It is time to fight! The power of God is here, our shields are anointed, and the barley field is worth fighting for. Lives are at stake. If we yield on one issue, we will give up on many.


  1 Chronicles 11:22 states, "Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son of a valiant man from Kabzeel, who had done many acts; he slew two lionlike men of Moab: also he went down and slew a lion in a pit in a snowy day.” These vicious, violent characters were lion-like men whom one man had withstood.


  Imagine the cunning of the two. They would run about, jump, roll, skip, rush forward, pretend to hit him, and then withdraw. One would get at his back and one at the front. They would scream and make ferocious animal-like noises, enough to cause a man to die of fright. But Benaiah didn't quit even though he was outnumbered.


  Neither do we. One man with God is a majority. We often feel outnumbered, as if every pressure from hell is upon us and all the circumstances that Satan can concoct are there to bring us down. How many times have we felt an overwhelming sense of heaviness and despair grip our heart? Friends, this is not normal—it is the power of the enemy. Lion-like men are trying to sink their talons and teeth into us and cause despair so that we will curse God and die. But we are not going to give up! There is not enough darkness on the face of the earth to even extinguish the light of one little match.


  We are like that little match. We have the faith of a grain of a mustard seed. We are overcomers washed in the blood of Jesus. He is looking for overcomers to rule and reign with Him, and in the precious Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are going to defeat these lion-like men.


  I remember one day when I first started spiritual warfare. I had a sort of a vision in which I could see myself pinned against the wall and a lion-like spirit attacking me. He would swipe at me with his claws but he would miss. In my hand, I had a pillow off the bed and I was able to deflect his jump. Then he would stand back and swipe at me again. However, I didn't worry too much because I thought he had missed. Eventually, he ran out and disappeared and I felt weak for the next three weeks! He had attacked my spirit, but since I didn't understand spiritual warfare then I didn't know I should have put on the armor of God. It took me weeks to recover from this belittling attack. It was some time later that I realized I hadn't bound that spirit and I had another confrontation with it. This time, however, I was prepared and bound it so it wasn't able to do anything.


  We don't always have the advantage in battle. The same verse (1 Chronicles 11:22) tells how Benaiah fought the two lion-like men then killed a lion in the midst of a pit on a snowy day. I don't really think I'd want to fight a lion in a pit. I would be confined and its strength far too strong for me. But if I did choose to fight a lion in a pit, I don't think it would be on a snowy day.


  That is what Satan would like—to make us fearful of his weapons of war. He tries to immobilize us with fear and dread. He also wants to choose the place, time, and the condition of combat because he always wants the advantage. He never goes for us when we are up and running, only when we are in a pit on a snowy day! But the story has a joyful note, because Benaiah slew the lion. God had given him the ability and faith to win the battle. So, even though Satan may choose the time and weapons, no weapon formed against us can prosper. Though we may be fearful at the thought of spiritual combat, let me assure you that it is just one of Satan's weapons.


  Many other soldiers also helped David. One man fought until he couldn't separate his hand from the sword. That's the kind of tenacity to win we must have. Call it faith if you like, tenacious faith. You start believing in the victory of the Lord Jesus Christ and you come against the spirit, bind it, and keep binding it in the Name of Jesus. Be tenacious in Jesus' Name.


  The tenacity of a bulldog is well known. A bulldog bites and hangs on. It won't let go! Most dogs bite and hang on only for a little while because their nose presses up against the victim and they have to let go to breathe. But a bulldog's nose is pushed back so that its lower teeth jut out over the top teeth enabling it to bite and hang on. It can still breathe and it is tenacious. Like bulldogs, we won't let go. If God be for us, who can be against us (Romans 8:31)!


  1 Chronicles 11:20 says that Sabishai had a spear which he lifted up against 300 men and killed them. What a fight —one against 300! He was totally outnumbered, yet he won. Because of the tenacity of his faith, he was able to see that these fellows met their doom.


  Verse 23 tells how Benaiah killed an Egyptian, a man of great height, seven and a half feet. In the Egyptian's hand was a spear like a weaver's beam, but Benaiah fought him with a staff. It really was no match. Satan too will make sure that we are outmatched. He will do nothing to accommodate us in the fight. He is there to kill us and he doesn't care what he does so long as he wins. Benaiah went out with only a staff, maybe five feet in length and a couple of inches in circumference. It was not a weapon of war. He went to war quite inadequately armed against this Egyptian with a large beam in his hand. But Benaiah had another weapon—he went up to the Egyptian and wrestled the spear out of his hand and killed him with his own spear.


  With our faith in God, we too can march right up to the enemy, disarm him, and strike him down with his own spear. We can defeat him with his own shame and the very lies he throws at us. When he wants to put sickness on us, we put sickness on him. "I give you sickness, I give you pain, and I give you torment. You and yours will be bound with sickness, pain, and cancer. What you have put on other people, I put on you in the Name of Jesus. The defeat that you want for me, I put back on you in the Name of Jesus."


  Revelation 2:20 speaks of "that woman Jezebel," which is really a type of demonic overlord. John tells us in Revelation 2:22 that she is going to be cast into a sick bed, then cast into great tribulation and her children are going to be killed with death. So we can give them back sickness and pain, anguish and torment. They don't have to go to hell to receive them; we can give it to them now. Let's give them back what they give us.


  We meet this woman again in Revelation 18. Verse 5 says that her sins have reached to heaven and God has remembered her iniquities. Verses 6 and 7 say, "Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her double. How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow." So we give her torment and sorrow. We render to her even as she renders to us. This is spiritual warfare. We bind and loose. We afflict the judgments written in the Word.


  We have been too kind to evil spirits. We have let them do what they like and make their own ground rules. Let us now rise up and start declaring what God wants us to declare. This is effective spiritual warfare. The church of Jesus Christ puts up with the harassment, torment, and shame because of the work of evil spirits. Put them off, shrug them off, and throw them back in the Name of Jesus.


  What do you do with a strongman after you have bound him? What do you do with an enemy that has succumbed to the overwhelming power of faith you exerted against it? Where does that spirit or strongman go? What is the purpose of binding demons? Can we send them somewhere? What is their state thereafter? Some people are of the opinion that when you bind a spirit the binding lasts for only a short time so that the problem is merely alleviated, not solved. I believe these very complex questions need an answer.


  Luke 11:14-26 gives us quite a bit of information concerning the work of the enemy and how he operates. Verses 24-26 say, "When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he saith, I will return unto my house whence I came out. And when he cometh, he findeth it swept and garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits more wicked than himself; and they enter in, and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first."


  When cast out, demonic spirits go through dry places seeking rest. I think this means that a demon is a disembodied spirit. It doesn't have any solid form or ability to express itself without a body. It is an unclean, emotional type of spirit that needs a body to find expression. So it would endeavor as quickly as possible to enter a body. Spirits of sickness delight in making a person sick, causing disease, and physical suffering. Emotional spirits of bitterness, hate, and lust need a body to find this sort of expression. Since there are different types of spirits, they possibly need to be dealt with in different ways. When a spirit is cast out, it has to go somewhere. The ones Jesus cast out of the madman of Gadara wanted to go into the pigs. The story in Mark 5 is of a man with an unclean spirit who lived in the tombs. When Jesus came, the spirit cried out, "What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not."


  We can torment these spirits by singing, worshiping, and commanding them. We can build up a sense of faith and an anointing that will cause them unrest. This is why people sometimes run out of a worship service where there is a heavy anointing. They are not able to balance their emotions against the rising tide of antagonism.


  Verse 12 states, "And all the devils besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we may enter into them." In Luke's account of this incident, Luke 8:31, we read, "And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep." These evil spirits knew that if they could go into the swine, they could live and not have to go to their place of confinement. Apparently they knew that once they were cast out they would have to go to the abyss—the bottomless pit (Revelation 20:3). I believe we have authority not just to cast them out, but complete authority to tell them where to go. It is a mistake to just cast them out so they can return and worry a person on another occasion.


  I've heard many stories of pastors with deliverance ministries casting out evil spirits and then coming across the same spirits later on. One minister friend of mine was casting a spirit out when the spirit said, "If you cast me out of this person I will go and torment your daughter at home." He cast the spirit out then drove home and sure enough his daughter was sitting up in bed screaming her head off as she was being tormented by that spirit. The minister then had to again bind the spirit and release his daughter. This bothered me greatly. Could we have the authority to cast out a spirit but then do no more? Why cast it out if we cannot permanently confine it to some place so it is out of the fight for good? We want to eliminate its effectiveness eternally. I believe that when we cast out a spirit we should send it to the bottomless pit—the abyss.


  Luke 11:21 speaks of a different type of demonic activity. It says, "When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace: But when a stronger than he shall come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils." I believe this is an outward manifestation of a stronger type of spirit. Possibly the strongman is some form of principality, power, or ruler of darkness of this age as referred to in Ephesians 6:12. It would have a stronger nature and have more ruling authority over a person than a spirit that comes into them.


  The deliverance of a spirit from the inside of a person may not always last if we have not tackled the ruling spirit or strongman on the outside. My personal opinion is that the strongman is a very strong demon. I don't believe he rules over a region. I believe that this is another form of power—possibly the spiritual hosts of wickedness in heavenly places. I believe a strongman is a familiar spirit that is familiar to you. He knows your weaknesses. He has some right to you because you have opened the door to him or you have inherited him as part of your family line.


  Strong men are usually much stronger and wiser than ordinary demons because they need to deceive you so you think there is something wrong with you. They're on the inside and not a hovering spirit that can torment you through your emotions. I believe the strongman can come and go and this is why it is often confusing for someone who discerns spirits because it's not always present. It is an uncanny spirit in that it knows when to make itself scarce and will go to other places. But then when you open the door, it has the ability to molest and torment you.


  Luke 11:21 says, "A strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace." You are his palace, his possession—you are the one he has been assigned to frustrate the purposes of God in your life and bring you to naught. It also says he has an armor in which he trusts. Our armor consists of the hope of salvation, the breastplate of righteousness, the girdle of truth, the good-news shoes, the shield of faith, and the sword of the spirit which is the Word of God. That is, we have hope on our head, righteousness on our chest, truth on our hips, the gospel on our feet, faith as a shield, and the sword of the spirit which is the Word of God.


  But what is the armor in which the enemy trusts? This is where we need the discerning of spirits because every strongman is different and so is his harassment. These demons have a different nature and method of operation. What happens in one person may never happen in any other, so we need to discern carefully. What type of strongman is he? He depends on lies, innuendo, confusion, and fear. These are all parts of his armor. If we discern he is a strongman of discouragement, we bind the discouragement in the name of Jesus. We get rid of all his armor. After we have stripped and bound him, we send him to the abyss. This method will also work on a territorial spirit because he is another form of spirit with camouflage. He is like a chameleon that turns all shades and colors so you can't pick up his activity.


  Now we come to the warfare against a territorial or regional spirit—a spirit that is lord over a suburb or a locality who has the right to be there because of curses uttered in days gone by. But, the earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof (Psalm 24:1), so these spirits are usurpers and have come because of occult activity, witchcraft, and divination. What do we do when we bind them? First, we discern them; then we come against them in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and employ whatever weapon of warfare the Lord encourages us to use be it shouting, worshiping, or coming into high praise and overcome them with the blood of the Lamb.


  Once we strip a regional spirit of its power, we rivet him out. He leaves, but I'm not satisfied with that. I don't believe we should just let them go. When David slew Goliath, the Israelites chased the rest of the army until they caught each one. Likewise, we should thoroughly bind these spirits and send them to the pit. Let me show you some things I feel the Lord has quickened to me. Ephesians 5:1 says, "Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children." Some versions have, "Be imitators of God as dear children." We are expected to be imitators of God and do what He does. In order to imitate Him, however, we need to go through the scriptures to find out just what the Lord our God has done in both the Old and New Testaments. I am certainly not going to study witchcraft or laws of the occult and curses in order to work in some mysterious way. The Word of God tells us clearly what we should do with the enemy. If we go outside of the Word of God, we are entering into Satan's realm of operation.


  John 12:31 is an important verse. It says, "Now is the judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out." I believe we should bring judgment against the ruling spirits and judge them in the name of Jesus. Judge their activity and give them the judgments decreed for demonic powers. In John 16:8-11 Jesus promised that "And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe not on me; Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged."


  In the power of the Holy Spirit we have every right to judge ruling spirits. Many people feel we are launching into an area where we have no right to be. But I believe the world and the church is in its current condition because we haven't ministered the authority of God by the power of the Holy Spirit. He has come to help us judge Satan, his princes, ruling spirits, and powers of darkness.


  Another pertinent verse is John 5:19 which says, "Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise." If we are imitators, we are to judge the ruling powers. What did the Father do when there was rebellion on the face of the earth? He did something very unusual and remarkable.


  Numbers 4:4 tells us that Korah had quite a tremendous ministry around the tabernacle which shifted whenever the cloud of glory moved. The priests would take the curtains of the tabernacle and put it over the furniture. Then the Kohathites would pick up all the sacred furniture and take it wherever the cloud of great glory led them. Korah was one of the Kohathites with this sacred duty. While everyone else lived in tents, he came close to the things of the Lord. But he wasn't satisfied with that. Rebellion is never satisfied. The lustful spirit is never satisfied; it always wants more.


  Korah and his men of renown came and rebuked Moses and stood against him compelling Aaron and Moses to pray about it to God. Numbers 16 records how God came on the scene angry enough to destroy the whole congregation. In desperation, Moses prayed to God to be merciful to the congregation. So God relented and said He wouldn't judge the entire congregation—only Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. So the Lord opened the earth and swallowed up the three men and all that belonged to them. The ground split apart and they went down alive into the pit. Then the earth closed over them and they perished from among the assembly.


  At the same time, a fire from the Lord consumed 250 men who were offering incense. What a dramatic set of supernatural circumstances to crush this rebellious uprising. This shows how the Father dealt with a rebellious spirit. They went into the pit alive. When I pray against a strongman, territorial spirit, or demons, I cast them out and confine them. We have the ability to bind them and assign them, even to the pit. We can send them to Sheol—the place of departed evil spirits—where I believe they remain forever (Isaiah 14:15). I detest the idea that a spirit should be left roaming around after we have cast it out, free to torment somebody else.


  Once we have cast out a demonic spirit, we cast it down. We must send it down. The first time I bound one of these strongmen I didn't quite know what to do, so I asked the Father, "Heavenly Father, can I open the earth and send this spirit down?" In the spirit, I could see the earth open so I commanded that spirit to go down. I cast that spirit of fear and death into the pit. The earth swallowed it up, then I closed the earth and I believe that spirit will never bother us again. What is the good of shooting a soldier at war and killing him, then turning around and letting him stab you in the back? It would be absolutely ridiculous.


  You slay the enemy and he is out of the contest. Whether he be a private or a general, it matters not. He is finished and buried. We bury the strongman as we cast him into the pit. Some would contend that we don't have the right to open the earth, but I believe we do because the Father did. They are spirits not people, and hell is made for them.


  Even as Jesus cast them into the abyss, I believe we can cast demonic spirits into the pit as well. When I have been praying for people, under my breath I have opened the pit in the Name of Jesus and cast that spirit into it. When I close it up, they have felt liberty. Let us obey the Old Testament command and cleanse the earth of all these demonic spirits and send them to the abyss so that they are permanently eliminated.


  Another interesting scripture concerning the binding of spirits is found in Isaiah 14:4-15. Verses 4-9 tell how the oppressor, perhaps Satan himself, ruled the nations in anger. Verses 9-11 say of this powerful demonic spirit: "Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee at thy coming: it stirreth up the dead for thee, even all the chief ones of the earth; it hath raised up from their thrones all the kings of the nations. All they shall speak and say unto thee, Art thou also become weak as we? art thou become like unto us? Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, and the noise of thy viols: the worm is spread under thee, and the worms cover thee." Those three verses suggest that when we consign a demonic spirit, strongman, or regional spirit into the open earth, it goes into Sheol (Hell) where the other spirits almost laugh at it.


  They rise to meet the spirit as it comes. They are waiting for that spirit to be cast into Hell because they know how strong we are. Verse 10 says, "Art thou also become weak as we? art become like unto us?" While they used to strut about the earth in pomp and ceremony, tormenting and harassing people, causing sickness and pain, and governing whole territories, now they have become weak through the faith and power we have in Jesus' name.


  This is exciting. Even all Hell is waiting to receive a spirit that is cast there. So use your faith, use your authority and the anointing the Holy Spirit has given. Let us judge these spirits and sentence them to where they belong, the infernal region, or the pit, in the Name of Jesus.


  Every demon delivered and every strongman bound is a victory. Conversely, every loosed truth or revelation of God and His great Kingdom will be a distinct advantage in church planting, healing, and maturity. Other revelations and ministries will be released as we faithfully achieve God's will in this area.


  We have the right to cleanse the land and not allow demonic powers to be rejuvenated and attack again. You will enjoy the liberty, victory, freedom, and the anointing of the freshness of the power of God when you have combated a spirit and assigned it to the pit in the Name of Jesus. Let all the other spirits down below welcome his coming. They will be excited. Let's keep them excited down there. That is a real demonstration of the goodness of the power of the Majesty on High.


  
    


  


  


  Discerning Of Spirits


  In spiritual warfare, I'd like to emphasize the importance of discerning of spirits. This is not discernment. Discernment is being able to discern the weather or to have an understanding of temperaments and attitudes of others. But discerning of spirits is the discernment and understanding of the nature of spirits.


  For many years, I was taught that the discernment of spirits was the gift of being able to understand the number of demons that a person had, the nature of demons, and the names of demons. However, as I looked at this gift more, I wondered why it was so limited. Why did such a powerful and wonderful gift contain only the ability to discern demons?


  After much questioning in my mind, I came to realize that the discerning of spirits is "spirits" plural, all sorts of spirits. That became interesting when I realized that God is spirit—He is spiritual.


  To understand God, we must operate in the spirit so we can understand and know His ways. Our minds don't understand Him because we have fleshly minds. We can't understand Him because we can't see Him. But with the discerning of spirits we can discern Him and His moods. We sense Him. We feel close to our Heavenly Father. This sensitivity comes from the discerning of spirits.


  We are able to discern the Lord Jesus Christ because He is in the realm of the spirit.


  Furthermore, through the discerning of spirits we can discern the Godhead. I believe it is possible in our prayer time for Father, Son, and Holy Spirit to minister to us. Some might say, "What does it matter who ministers to us so long as we are ministered to?" Well, that's like getting a parcel in the mail without a name on it. You receive a gift, but you don't know who it's from. The discerning of spirits, however, helps us respond to the giver of the gift. We are able to communicate and cooperate with whoever is ministering to us.


  Let's go a little further and talk about angels. Many people become apprehensive when we talk about these heavenly beings. You can talk about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and demons, but if you talk about angels you're heading for trouble. But isn't the Bible filled with angelic activity?


  Hebrews 1:7,14 states that angels are ministering spirits. Angels are not omnipresent. They are not everywhere. Their presence is local and in situations where we move in the anointing, I believe there is an angelic anointing. When we move and feel the presence of the anointing accompanying us, I believe that is the anointing of the Holy Spirit upon us.


  There are different anointings. We can feel the angelic anointing even as we can feel the anointing from the Holy Spirit. In some ways it doesn't matter if we have an angel's anointing, because they receive their anointing and power from the heavenly Father who sends them with an anointing to bless. But their anointing is localized.


  Then there is the human spirit. We can discern the human spirit with the discerning of spirits as to whether a person is good or bad. Then of course, there are demonic spirits. They are last on the ladder and should receive the least attention. With the discerning of spirits we are able to find out what activity is vicious and hostile against us and the name, number, and nature of the evil spirit.


  Constantly ask the Lord to sharpen your focus in the area of the discerning of spirits so you don't come under a false leading and listen to false voices. However, I don't believe the devil has all that much access to our minds. I believe what we need to guard against most is our own thinking, our own insecurity, and our own forcefulness.


  Above all, we must learn to discern the voice of the Spirit of God. Jesus said, "...the sheep follow him: for they know his voice" (John 10:4). Throughout the New Testament we read, "He that has an ear, let him hear..."


  (Revelation 2:7). We must learn to hear the sound of the Master's voice. His voice is neither driving nor compelling, but rather gentle, loving, kind, and sometimes firm. The voice of the enemy, however, is domineering and sharp.


  Constantly ask the Lord to sharpen your discernment. If you don't ask, you will not receive. Ask the Holy Spirit to teach you the discerning of spirits. I believe many of these gifts are resident within our hearts simply because we need them daily.


  The keenness we have in the discerning of spirits is much like the eye of an eagle, helping us to see afar off. The eagle can soar up into the sky and look down and see a little field mouse or a rabbit far below. The eye of the Spirit helps us discern with almost the eye of Christ to be able to judge what is evil and what is good. The discerning of spirits is limitless in its ability to help us to make right judgments. And we are able to instantly see what the Lord would have us see because we have the gift of discerning of spirits.


  This gift also helps us when we read the scriptures. How many wrong interpretations of the Bible have you heard? When we sharpen our discernment by simply reading the scriptures, not necessarily endeavoring to do an intense study, we will have deeper understanding of what the scriptures say.


  The discerning of spirits is an unveiling of the realm of the spirit. There are all sorts of things that we must learn about the trickery of the devil. He seeks to counterfeit, camouflage, and confuse.


  Seeing with the eye of the Spirit, however, helps us to penetrate the enemy's plan and to discern his ways and methods. We can then call on the name of the Lord and employ the weapons of war that will defeat his evil devices.


  
    


  


  


  The Abiding Anointing


  Joseph was a powerful force wherever he went. Even the prison was a place of blessing because Joseph was there. I believe that we carry an anointing, the abiding anointing that 1 John 2:27 speaks about. We have the abiding anointing of the wisdom of God within our hearts. Wherever we go there is the ability to minister in season and out of season.


  Recently I was praying in a town in the United States where I was visiting relatives. One of my first questions after I had worshiped the Lord for a time was, "Lord, what is the spirit over this town?" Then He gave me a vision of a huge Indian totem pole possibly twenty-five feet high, quite wide, and bearing all the normal Indian markings. I could see an Indian kneeling at the totem pole. He was praying, "Spirit of the totem pole, come into me. I want the spirit of the totem pole to come into me; I want to be wise; I want to be powerful; I want to be brave. Come into me, oh spirit of the totem pole." In the vision, I then saw the powerful spirit of the totem pole enter that Indian brave and he stood up.


  "He is now an Indian guide because he had supernatural power come into him," the Lord explained. When the vision ended I thought, "Now I know the power over this town." I live in Australia and don't know much about Indian culture. I only know about cowboys and Indians as depicted in movies! When I went to prayer again I was very casual, thinking I knew the power and that I would deal with it. After praying for about ten minutes against this spirit, I felt I was only beating the air so I quit.


  The guest house where I was staying had a TV, so I switched it on. If you have cable television in the United States, you can get any number of channels, from Christian programs to the occult or any sort of program you prefer. I selected a channel but it was about a spacecraft that had come to earth with aliens who were able to change themselves into men and steal what they wanted. Their spacecraft needed repair so they were searching through a hardware store to get parts for their spacecraft.


  It wasn't my desire to watch that sort of film so I turned to the next channel, but it was blank. Going to the next channel, it too was blank! So was the next and the next and the next. I went through all the channels, and they were all blank until I returned to the first channel of the continuing drama of these outer space aliens still looking for parts.


  I was very disappointed because we only have a few channels in Perth, and here was a choice of about sixty channels. But all I could get was this ridiculous outer space film. The next time I hit the channel button, standing in the middle of the screen was an Indian guide. I couldn't believe my eyes! He looked similar to the guide I had seen in the vision. I decided since there was nothing else to watch I'd see what this Indian guide was up to.


  He could make things appear and disappear and had all sorts of supernatural powers. When he was locked in a prison cell, he just opened the door and walked through it. He was supposed to be on the side of good and he confounded the creatures from outer space with his power.


  To make a long story short, at the end of this miserable Z-class movie, the murderous aliens finally made it back to their spacecraft. They were getting ready to zoom back to their planet when the Indian guide started to perform a war dance, waving his rod in the air and uttering all sorts of incantations. This generated power in the heavens and brought destructive lightning and wind currents against the spacecraft, which he destroyed when he poked his rod at it. The spacecraft disintegrated. Boom! The Indian guide blew it out of the sky.


  I learned a valuable lesson about supernatural beings with supernatural thoughts and powers who could transfer his thinking to affect the thinking of others. He had all sorts of power. Just like witchcraft. This was another form of the occult. I had been watching another form of mind control— teaching from television about the occultish power of the Indian guide. When I went upstairs and told my host his TV didn't work, he came down and started to push the buttons, and every channel worked! Every channel had its own picture! Then I realized that the Lord had blanked out all those other channels to let me see the power and authority of the Indian guide.


  So I really went to prayer. I closed my door and started praying with a new fervor for some time. I felt the presence of that spirit come into the room and again I found myself under greater attack than I was able to handle. I received such a violent headache that I couldn't move my head. In a few minutes I became violently ill, distraught with depression and sickness. I took some headache tablets and nausea pills but nothing worked. I couldn't stand so I had to lie down on the bed.


  There was so much pain in my body that I was about to tell my wife that she would have to call the doctor. At that moment, a half-dozen Christians came to the house to have fellowship and prayer. My wife, June, shared with the host and these guests what had happened to me and they prayed for about an hour, binding the demonic spirit. Finally, I was able to get off the bed. My headache had subsided to a dull pain.


  I ministered to those people that night. The anointing of the Spirit was still in my spirit even though I had suffered such an outward battering. When I returned to Perth and shared that experience with my pastors, some of them began to suffer the same kind of attack. I believe I did wrong trying to tackle the spirit over the city on my own. I hadn't talked to anybody about it as there was nobody with me. Though one can put a thousand to flight and two ten thousand, no one on his own should attack a spirit over a city—especially of the magnitude and power of this one. This spirit had probably not been challenged or revealed since it had taken up its role over the city.


  When I was leaving that house at the conclusion of my stay, I went into the room where I had suffered the attack and began to pray and dedicate the room to the Lord. When I asked the Father what the next step was, He gave me a vision of other elders who were part of the demonic structure of authority over the city. Wisely, I didn't stir them, but simply said, "Your day will come when we will defeat you and release this city in the Name of Jesus. I serve notice on you that your day will come."


  I have followed the happenings of that during my travels and have seen the church beginning to grow more, though it has not risen to the place where it should. There are still areas of division in that city and there will be until the demonic structure is finally destroyed. One day many will join in unity and pull down that spirit and the town will come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.


  
    


  


  


  Ministry Of Angels


  There has been a great amount of contention over angels. When we speak of angels, some people suddenly become frightened. Some have even fallen into reproach because they have opened themselves up to a realm that is not of God. I know of meetings where people talked about the things an angel had said to them. Angels have talked to me but they certainly don't do it every day. We should be careful not to worship angels. But if a man's garment is clean, his heart is right with God, and he is prepared to move with the Lord at his command, he has the ability to live among the mighty holy ones of God.


  Joel 3:11 states, "Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together round about." Then it stops and says something else. The prayer Joel says is, "thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O LORD." He is not just making a declaration anymore but is praying. While we are preparing for war, we should ask God to send angel warriors to help us. David wouldn't go to war until he heard the sound of marching feet in the Mulberry trees. What a classic way to go to spiritual warfare!


  In Judges 5, Barak and Deborah fought Sisera the Syrian. Judges 5 says that after they were beaten, the Lord sent the stars from heaven to help Israel in the fight. That is, there was warfare in the heavens as Israel was warring with the Assyrians. Part of that warfare entailed the Lord making it rain. It rained so hard that the chariots became stuck in the mud and the soldiers had to leave them and run, and Israel overtook and slew them.


  The heavens move when we move. The four leprous men in 2 Kings 7:3-4 outside the gates of Samaria said, "Why sit we here until we die? If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if the kill us, we shall but die." So they rose and began to march, and the Lord made the enemy hear the sound of marching in the heavens.


  We march and heaven marches. I believe there is a closer link between us and the realm of the spirit than we realize. The Bible says that He gives His angels charge over us to protect us in all our ways (Psalm 91:11). He commands angelic beings to surround us. They are with you as you read this book. They are all around about us. Our rooms are filled with ministering spirits. Sometimes He opens our eyes to see them and sometimes He doesn't. But I wouldn't even engage in spiritual warfare unless I knew that heaven was with me as I went to war.


  Thus our preparation for war is a pure heart cleansed of the sins of the flesh and the knowledge and belief that God's mighty ones will come and help us.


  After I have spent time praising and rejoicing, I consciously put on my armor of God. I speak in tongues and worship the Lord, consciously waiting on Him to give me directions. Then I say, "Lord cause your mighty warriors to come down and fill this room."


  Joel and others prayed this and had access to the mighty heavenly realm. When I believe, often by faith, that the angelic hosts have come, I might pray "Father, if it is your will, bring that demonic spirit into this room so I can defeat it."


  This might sound like an unusual way to pray. I ask the Lord to send His angels and bring the rebellious spirit to stand in my room. If I am washed in the precious blood of Jesus, hate iniquity and love righteousness, if there is an anointing upon my head, and I am clothed with the righteousness of Christ and wear the armor of God, I don't have much to worry about.


  I have seen evil spirits enter my room on numerous occasions. Then in the Name of Jesus, I have commanded them to tell me their name. In my spirit, I discern a spirit of deception or materialism or whatever. I speak to the spirit and say, "You are a spirit of deception." Then it is exposed, which it hates. Demons hate light. They don't even want to be there with me because my room is filled with the angels of the Lord. I then bind the spirit in the Name of Jesus making a declaration against it and using a special verse the Lord gives me. This Word becomes the sword of the spirit.


  With that sword in my hand, I hack this spirit to pieces in the Name of Jesus, like Samuel hacked Agag to pieces. With the sword of the Lord I wipe him out in the Name of Jesus.


  I have noticed that very often a demon's height is an indication of its rank, but as we bind it we cause it to shrink. Being a spirit, they don't have a body like ours so they can stretch or shrink on command. When we bring them down to a certain level we know they have lost their authority, power and right to be there. Once their ministry is destroyed we bind them and send them to the Nether regions (Isaiah 14:4-21). Almost without exception when I have done this, the room has been released from heaviness, joy floods my heart, and the presence of the Lord fills the room.


  Then I rejoice and thank God for the victory and for His assistance. I praise Him for His goodness. I also thank the angels for their help and leave it at that, focusing all my attention on the Lordship of Christ and declare He is Lord, King, Savior, and friend. This declaration is for the benefit of the powers of darkness that might still be out there somewhere.


  We should be aware that we cannot command angels to do our bidding. Even though we can't, there is always some eager beaver who wants to show off and command angels. Many such a person is lifted up with pride in their achievements. Because Satan saw the angels worshiping God, he too wanted to be worshiped. How wonderful the worship must be—the singing and adoration from the angelic beings must be absolutely stupendous. So, too, when men become involved in the realm of spiritual warfare seeing visions and having angelic beings fight with them, there is a strong temptation to pride. We can become super-spiritual and totally destroy that thing we are trying to build.


  When pride comes in, our effectiveness goes out. Even worse, it turns into control, an aspect that is not of God but is witchcraft. This is why witchcraft is so closely aligned to this area of moving in the spirit. Pride comes in and with it the desire to control—to control angels and people. Try to control evil spirits and they will mock and laugh at us. They know when there is pride in our hearts and we have lost our authority. Anyone who reads these pages should walk humbly with God, repent of any sin, show forgiveness towards others, read the scriptures, pray constantly, fast as much as possible, and continually rejoice in the goodness of God. Then when the Lord wants us to go to battle, we are prepared for war.


  
    


  


  


  The Seven Spirits Of God


  The seven eyes of the Lord are referred to in Zechariah 3:9. I believe these are the seven spirits before the throne in the book of Revelation. I read a book recently and the author said this is referring to the seven manifestations of the Holy Spirit—not seven spirits—but one spirit that is the Holy Spirit.


  However, I cannot accept this interpretation because the Bible clearly says several times in the first four chapters of Revelation that they are the seven spirits of God, seven angels that are involved in the vial and plague ministries, and the woes. They are ministering spirits that help God administer His judgment on the earth. The Holy Spirit is not mentioned in this connection.


  We should be true to the interpretation of scripture that these seven spirits are before the throne to perform specific activities. I suggest they are executive angels with higher authority and power involved in ministry to man and in judgment. The last chapter of Revelation speaks of the Holy Spirit when it says "And the Spirit and the bride say, Come" but in the earlier part of Revelation there are seven distinct spirits with special manifestations. They can be the eyes of the Lord or lamps of the Lord, bringing light and revelation, as well as seeing and knowing.


  Isaiah 11:2 speaks of seven spirits or what I believe are the characteristics of these seven angels. The first is the Spirit of the Lord. Isn't that the Holy Spirit? Well as these are ministering spirits of the Lord, I believe the Holy Spirit can rest upon us. However, in this passage the spirit of the Lord is probably a prophetic anointing. The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Jesus. Second is the spirit of wisdom; third, the spirit of understanding; fourth the spirit of counsel; fifth the spirit of might; sixth the spirit of knowledge and seventh the fear of the Lord. These are seven manifestations of the Holy Spirit.


  Ephesians 1:17 says that there is "the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him." When Gabriel told Daniel the meaning of the scriptures, he was probably a spirit of wisdom and revelation. He could have been a spirit of wisdom to help Daniel understand.


  In Ezekiel and elsewhere, we find the text, "the man said unto me," (Ezekiel 40:4) when referring to a ministering spirit or angel. In Ezekiel 47 when the prophet sat by the river that flowed from the throne and a man came with a measuring line, who was the man? He must have been an angel who came to give wisdom and understanding —an angelic man.


  Very possibly Isaiah 11 speaks of seven ministering spirits. Possibly the ones who stand before the throne. The Book of Judges tells that when Samson was in his heyday, the spirit of might came on him. As a prophet he could have different anointings, possibly angelic anointings. I believe that many of the anointings inside our hearts are from the Holy Spirit. We are baptized in the spirit and our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, but the outward anointing is quite probably angelic.


  Some people feel we belittle the Holy Spirit when we speak of angelic anointings, yet I feel it has a valid scriptural basis. The Holy Spirit is within us to help and bless. Angels don't work internally. They cannot enter our being. We are never filled with angelic spirits. But outwardly we can receive angelic ministry through the anointings of God.


  Although there are many anointings of God, there are seven executive, high, and elect angels. Some angels that the Lord calls elect have a high office because they are willing to work for the Lord and help build His kingdom.


  When Isaiah and Hezekiah were confronted by the Rabshekah who came on behalf of the Assyrian army and hurled abuse at the inhabitants of the city, the king and the prophet lifted the letter before the Lord and committed it before Him. They raised their hands thereby releasing God to move (Isaiah 37:14). Then God sent an angel who came in response to their prayer. That single angel defeated 185,000 people when Isaiah and Hezekiah prayed.


  I believe we have robbed ourselves of a tremendous aspect of the power of God because we have ruled angels out, building a doctrine against them. I don't believe this is fair. When we come into spiritual warfare, we have a scriptural right to say to the Lord, "cause thy mighty ones to come down" (Joel 3:11).


  There are big angels and little angels. The little angels come because we have little faith. When our faith is strong, I believe we release warriors. This is why some people are effective and others ineffective. Whether we are aware of the angelic or not, we can believe to release the power of God. Let us come into a place of understanding and revelation of the purposes of God. Why do we have to battle in darkness and out of ignorance when the revelation of the spirit is there to help us move with understanding? When we understand, we can release our faith. When we release our faith, God releases His power. After many years of spiritual warfare, I believe this is the scriptural approach, and it is effective in its outworking.


  Perhaps, we have limited the Holy One of Israel who wants to release the power of God. We need more understanding of the realm of the spirit. We will never release nations if we hold back the angels and think that by just saying a few words people will be born again. If the world was going to be saved by our preaching, it would have happened. We have preached against sin, yelled at it, studied it, yet it is still here. We need to learn God's strategies and understand His methods of warfare. Then we will be prepared to do battle to the victory.


  I heard the story of a man who was complaining to the Lord, saying, "Why don't you help me, Lord? Why do I have this bondage?" He kept complaining and groaning and even found fault with the Almighty. Of course nothing happened. One day he said, "Lord, you have to help me, I can't stand this anymore."


  Then he had a vision. Standing beside him was an angel the Lord had sent to help him minister. But there was rope all around the angel and his wings were crushed against his body. The man said to the Lord, "What good is this? He can't help me, he is all bound up." The more he complained, the more the rope was wrapped around the angel. Finally, he realized that all his negativity has been a bondage in the realm of the spirit. The very things he wanted couldn't happen because of his negativity and lack of faith. He then said, "Lord I am sorry I didn't understand my words were so powerful. Please forgive me."


  As he began to say positive things, the ropes fell off the angel. The man apologized to the angel, saying, "I'm sorry I didn't understand the principle of a positive confession." He started to pray positively, and the angel was released for work. He was sent to activate the promises of God because the man pollinated them with his words of faith. As we pray positively we release the angelic realm and the armies of God are set in motion.


  I will never forget one of the meetings we had several years ago. We were in church worshiping the Lord with the high praises of God in our mouths. As we sang and worshiped one of the ladies began to sing a beautiful song in the spirit. It was so beautiful that we stopped to listen. When she finished she sang an interpretation in English of how great God was and that He appreciated our worship and praise. Then she posed a question, "Do you know what you have done as you have worshiped me today? You have prepared for battle and the doors of the Lord's stables are open. The horses and chariots have come forth for war." She continued, "Behold, my children, as you begin to clap and as you shout you will release the chariots of the Lord to go forth into mighty battle." We began to shout and clap, and the presence of the Lord exploded in our midst. We released the chariots of the Lord that broke down the spiritual darkness and the curses over our city. God did a mighty thing that day as we released the chariots of the Lord into warfare.


  Since that time, more churches have opened in our city, some equal in size to our own and one larger. The day the chariots were released an anointing came to Perth that caused the gospel to go forth. This was a natural outworking of our spiritual warfare that day. It was dynamic to be involved in such a meeting, and although it was many years ago, it still lives fresh in my heart.


  
    


  


  


  The Gift Of Prophecy


  Warfare has many facets. It is clapping, shouting, singing, speaking in tongues, having a clean heart, hating iniquity, loving righteousness, and calling on angelic help. But there are also spiritual insights and quickenings to help us understand what was accomplished in our warfare. Much of this comes about by the gift of prophecy.


  The woman in the last chapter simply sang a directive from the Lord explaining what we had done. We had prepared for war, then as we continued shouting and clapping, we released heaven's army to go to war. We need to understand the gift of prophecy so that the spirit of the Lord can teach us what is happening. Years ago we were having one of our first attempts at spiritual warfare, stomping our feet and shouting, singing and clapping, not really knowing what we had done. We only knew that the anointing was there to fight. We bound and loosed for quite some time then we stopped. I looked around and said, "Does anyone have anything from the Lord? I would certainly love to know what has happened."


  One man said, "The spirit of the Lord is upon me and I believe we have been warring against the spirits of enchantments over Amsterdam." Well, that was a staggering answer to my question. I had no idea that there were spirits of enchantments, and I certainly didn't know they were over Amsterdam. However, we felt this was of the Lord. So we talked about it for a while and said that if it was not of God we would know by the witness of the spirit. We prayed about it and felt the witness of the spirit. We believed that we had indeed warfared against the spirit of enchantments over Amsterdam. I had no idea then that Amsterdam was a seat of Satan for witchcraft, drugs, and occult power. It is a city where the power of darkness rules in great authority. Yet in our church in Perth, we had waged a warfare that reached halfway around the world.


  Spiritual warfare knows no bounds. Sometimes our warfare can be direct because we know the need in the city. But when we have a specific, anointed time of warfare, we need the prophetic. On one occasion, we had warfare and when it was finished, a prophecy came that said, "There is just a lull in the storm; you have not yet won your battle. The enemy has merely withdrawn for a time to regroup but he is coming against you with reinforcements." It was only half-time in the battle so we talked together and encouraged each other in the Lord. Then we began to sing and worship God. We knew when the warfare was on again because we felt the pressure of the enemy. The battle was long and at times we felt quite discouraged. But we continued penetrating the powers of the enemy even when we wanted to stop.


  During one particular warfare, one of our members was weeping a lot. It was a groaning weeping. Realizing it was intercession, the rest of us began to warfare because we felt this lady was interceding against a demonic power. We had the people pray, shout, clap, and bind the enemy who was stopping the revelation and prophecy from coming forth. Then we broke through into great liberty and knew that victory was won. This lady, who had been so filled with anxiety and tears, was suddenly released and her face shone like an angel. It was beautiful as she broke forth into the most glorious prophecy, telling us of the vision she had just received of a huge lighthouse in our church that reached up to the roof and the beam of the light shone out into other nations. She said she could see the faces of Chinese, Indonesian, Americans, and other nations and that we had released an anointing to these nations in our church as we interceded for different countries at our prayer meetings. She prophesied that the Lord was going to send the light into these countries and that our church would minister to the various nations of the world. It was a thrill to gain a breakthrough to that particular ministry in our church that night. Though we may say we have a ministry to the nations, it has to be released by the prophetic anointing and the Word of the Lord. Ours was released that night and since then many in our church have gone to various nations. I personally have ministered the Word of the Lord in about eighteen countries and in possibly a hundred cities. Warfare that night released the call of God into our church, and the prophetic anointing was able to give an adequate description of what ministries the Lord had for us.


  The ministry of prophecy in spiritual warfare is very important indeed. Sometimes when a group is in prayer, the prophetic comes forth to give directions on what the Lord requires. We learned that sometimes we should kneel and pray. Sometimes the Lord would have us to lift up our hands; sometimes He would say in prophecy not to do anything until we worship. Various aspects of prophecy help in spiritual warfare, though we must be careful of its abuse and of our imagination. However, where the true spirit of prophecy is operating, the direction is very accurate indeed. On one occasion when we went into warfare, the prophetic word came forth that all the men of war should stand in a square while the ladies and children were to stand inside it together with any men who didn't feel they were warriors.


  The men formed the square between the pews and the rest of the people stood in the center, and we started praising the Lord. The intensity of oppression that came into the room was incredible. Some were frightened; they didn't like fighting demonic powers in this way. Nevertheless, we knew what to do to combat various types of spirits. Each one has a specific ministry and the Lord had prepared us for this warfare through the prophetic word.


  The Lord also speaks through visions to show us the spirit world. Words of knowledge also can give us understanding about what we are doing. But if we can't hear the voice of our Commander, how are we going to know what to do? In the days of Joshua, the children of Israel were given specific details to march around the walls. It took days and days to bring that warfare to its final conclusion. The word of the Lord that came to Joshua after he was defeated at Ai was to stand in the midst of the people and just hold forth his spear. That probably seemed like ridiculous thing to do. However, he stood there and held it because that was what God wanted Him to do. Moses sat on the rock and Aaron and Hur held his hands up during warfare. All of these episodes were specific and unique, yet they were significantly successful in their outworking because these men heard the word of the Lord and obeyed explicitly.


  
    


  


  


  Seeing In The Spirit


  We need to see in the spirit as an essential part of our warfare. When we see in the spirit, we will know who our enemy is and his strategy. This gives us an advantage over him because one of his major strengths is that he is invisible. If we can't see him, we simply fight the air.


  Seeing in the spirit has been under considerable criticism, and part of the reason is that we use the word "VISUALIZE" which possibly has the connotation that it is something we initiate. Unfortunately, we do have the ability to initiate this ourselves. We need to be careful that we do not open ourselves to misguided judgment and the figments of our own imagination. Visualizing is partly initiated by an act of our will causing our mind to address a certain subject. I have seen many things in the realm of the spirit and believe there is a difference of operation and gifting used with "visualizing" and "seeing in the spirit."


  Our mind and imagination are gifts from God. Since they are part of our personality and spiritual being, God can trace the things He wants us to see upon the screen of our imagination. This is a very fruitful area in the ministry of the spirit. However, unless the Holy Spirit initiates our discernment of spirits, we could open ourselves to difficulties. The discerning of spirits helps us discern the name, nature, and activity of a demonic power. By the word of knowledge, or "seeing in the spirit," we are able to see with our spiritual eye what the Lord wants us to see. Words of knowledge and discerning of spirits, working together, give us a total ministry to combat the strategy and activity of satanic powers.


  Some years ago when I was ministering in a church in the Top End of Australia, I had the following experience. I could feel a demonic power in the house where I was staying. It was plain spooky! As I set in a small lobby studying for one of the meetings, I saw someone hurry past and go around the corner. I didn't take much notice because I thought it was my wife. The thing was so vivid that I called out to my wife, "Where are you love? Are you here?" "I'm upstairs," she called back. Just then I saw this thing duck around the corner.


  I quickly went up to my wife and said, "Let's pray and put on the whole armor of God." We asked the Father to protect us, and then set about stalking whoever it was I had seen duck around the corner. We went carefully, not knowing what we were going to find; we believed it was an evil spirit and not a human being. I asked the Lord to give me the ability to see in the spirit. We suddenly became aware of a demonic spirit in our room. I could see it! It was a swordsman, a Spanish conquistador in full, colorful regalia. He came at me with a sword, so in the Name of Jesus I took my sword of the spirit and fought him. But he wasn't going to let up. He didn't seem to know what it meant to lose. My mind was in a turmoil. I thought demons had fangs and were grotesque, animal-like beings. Ducking and diving I pronounced a curse upon him and all the judgments I could think of! By cursing and binding him I gradually was able to wear him down. Finally, in the Name of Jesus, I bound him and sent him into the pit. Then the glory of the Lord burst into the room.


  I couldn't get over the fact that this was a different type of demonic spirit than I had previously encountered. It appeared to be more like a strongman. Moreover, it seemed to have some right to be there. It looked like one of the pirates who came to the north of Australia hundreds of years ago to plunder ships that passed by. However, the spiritual warfare against him that day certainly did something in the house.


  Another curse of a strongman of years gone by came in the form of an attack against my daughter-in-law. She had suffered with bad eyes for many years and a couple of weeks after she married my son they came to me with a real problem. Mandy wasn't able to see well. Her eyes were watery and twitching, her face flushed and she felt nauseous. They came in and said, "Dad will you pray for us please?" She sat on the chair and I knelt on the floor in front of her. As I shut my eyes to pray, I had an amazing vision. I could see the sinking hull of a wooden ship of bygone days. I opened my eyes and shut them again. But every time I shut my eyes I had the same vision. I tried to fight it. I was going to pray for Mandy and deal with this wretched affliction.


  But here was this ship all the time in my vision. In the end, I said, "Father I don't understand what this is, could you help me please?" Suddenly, the vision extended along the deck of this wooden hulled ship, and I could see a vicious, conquistador-type sailor with a patch over one eye standing there defiantly and looking like a living curse that was cursing Mandy. I didn't know what to do. I hadn't seen anything like him before, so I said to him, "In the Name of


  Jesus, I break the curse over this family. I believe you are a familiar spirit that has access to this family. Someone has cursed the eyes of this family."


  To my amazement the ship he was on sank. It was gone in a second. I looked up having forgotten Mandy and Ashley sitting in front of me. I hadn't even prayed for them. Mandy's face and eyes were twitching, and she was exclaiming that something was happening. I put my hand on her head to pray, but it was too late—she was healed. The curse had lifted off in the Name of Jesus, and she had perfect vision.


  Before the prayer, Mandy had to wear glasses for work, but she hasn't worn glasses from that day on and her vision is perfect. The incredible thing about it all was that this familiar spirit took on the form of a curse of bygone days.


  I believe an evil spirit can change its form without any difficulty. There are people in Africa who have been known to change themselves into an animal. A man with this spiritual ability can change himself into a deer and then change himself back to a man again. Likewise, the devil can change himself into an angel of light. The secret of their spiritual powers is that they can change themselves from one nature and quality into another depending upon the activity they are engaged in. This is why it is essential for us to ask the Lord to help us "see in the spirit." Their weapons are that they are mysterious, mystical, and invisible, which makes them a formidable foe.


  One morning I woke up with a start. The thought went through my mind—"You are about to engage in the battle of your life." My heart started to race and I jumped out of bed, dressed, and went into the family room to pray. Instantly I thought of people I should get to come and pray with me if this was going to be the battle of my life. But at three o'clock in the morning, I didn't know who to phone. Who would appreciate an early morning phone call, particularly from someone needing help with spiritual warfare? Then I thought, "I will call on the Name of the Lord."


  I prepared for warfare. As I stood there praising the Lord I said, "Please, Lord, help me see in the spirit." Then right before my eyes I saw a type of Sinbad the Sailor spirit come to taunt me. It was coming at me and was going to take me apart. But the moment my eyes were opened and I could see him, it was as though he could understand that I could see him, and he ran to try to hide in the darkness of the room. But I could see exactly where he was.


  My seeing him virtually disarmed him. He lost his control of the situation, and I was able to ask the Lord who he was. The Lord told me he was seduction and insanity. Very quickly I exposed him again. The second level of exposure the Lord gives is the name, which depicts his nature and his sphere of operation. He was coming to bring me to a place of unreasonableness and to lure me into seduction. However, I bound him that day and rendered him absolutely powerless. I paralyzed him with the power of God, bound his activities, and frustrated his plans. Then I opened the earth and sent him into the pit. I could have been in serious difficulties that day if the Lord hadn't warned me and enabled me to see in the spirit.


  In October 1990 I was in Eugene, Oregon, having some meetings. As I was waiting on the Lord for the last meeting, He began to speak to me. "I have set before you an open door." I began to ask the Lord questions. "Lord, if you have set before me an open door why are there so many hassles? Why is the door closed in so many areas?"


  The Lord began to show me a doorway I had been walking through in my time of prayer. I realized He was going to reveal a secret to me. Immediately the doorway was blocked by the most horrible, ferocious-looking creature I had seen in a long time. This spirit had huge wings which covered the entire doorway and some of the wall. He was black and foul and emanated such a tremendous evil force that I began to back off.


  Quickly I said to the Lord, "Who is this? What is his name?" "He is the prince of darkness," the Lord replied. That caused me more apprehension.


  "Father," I said, "if you have set before me an open door, how is it that this thing is obliterating the doorway. I can't get through no matter what I do. I don't want to go near it; I am pushed back. Yet, You said You had set before me an open door."


  The Lord began to teach me something. He said, "I set before you an open door some years ago. But because of your apprehension and unwillingness to enter into the area of faith and works that I set before you, it became a measure of disobedience and unbelief. You have allowed this spirit to block you from going forward. You can stay in the spiritual arena you are in and enjoy the victory and the presence of the Lord you are in, but you cannot go into larger areas because the way to enter is through the doorway of obedience and faith. You haven't done that and so you are blocked off."


  This also is how towns and cities are blocked off to the open heaven. Disobedience or unbelief, immorality, witchcraft or some other abominable thing blocks off the doorway set before them.


  The wonderful secret the Lord was showing me was the discerning of spirits. I repented of being disobedient in not taking up the promises that He had given me and pressing into the deeper promises of God. Then I said, "Father, what do I do now with that spirit that is coming against me?"


  "Fight it," the Lord said. "How do I fight it?" I replied. The Lord simply said, "You have weapons of warfare; you fight it!" I told the spirit that I had repented of my disobedience and unbelief. In the name of Jesus, I commanded him to go. I overcame him with the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.


  I told him, "Jesus is my Lord and Savior and I bring you down and I belittle you in the name of Jesus. You have no more rights because my Father has set before me an open door and I am going through." I watched as he grew smaller and smaller. Eventually I said, "I cast you into the pit in the name of Jesus." Instantly he was gone. The oppressive feeling that had been in the room was gone.


  "Now Lord," I said, "I need someone to help me keep the doorway open." He said, "As the Prince of Darkness blocked the door, so an angel of light will keep it open through your obedience and faith in My Word."


  What thrilled me most was the fact that I had gotten a key for people who are unable to make any progress in their spiritual lives. Many can't find their way and confusion reigns, although they pay tithes, fast, and pray. I believe this is a sure and certain key to what has blocked us from receiving answers from God. This hindering and foul spirit, a prince of darkness, allows us a measure of liberty, but won't let us to go on to the deeper things of God.


  Matthew 16:18 says, "the gates of hell shall not be able to prevail against it,"—the Church. The gates represent the authorities of hell, authorities that have blocked us and need to be eliminated. In Acts 14:27 Paul says, "he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles." Matthew 7:7 says, "knock, and it shall be open unto you."


  At the gate of the Garden of Eden, the cherubim had a sword that blocked the way into Eden. The angel blocked Balaam's way so he could not proceed on his way. When Paul wanted to go and preach in Troas, the Holy Spirit forbade him. Then in a vision, a man from Macedonia called to Paul, "Come over into Macedonia, and help us." (Acts 16:9) That was the way the Lord wanted him to go. Have you ever wondered who the Macedonian was? Was he an angel? I believe that he was an angelic door opener, opening the door of faith to Macedonia.


  In Acts 10:5, an angel said to Cornelius, "call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter." The prayers of Cornelius brought an angel who brought Peter and the way of salvation. This angel was a door opener. Cornelius' perseverance and prayers rid the doorway of the demonic power.


  Daniel battled for three weeks before he had an angelic visitation. The territorial spirit of Persia was like a door that shut the angel of God from coming through to him. Daniel's perseverance in prayer and battle in the spiritual realm opened the way for the angel to come through. Again the angel had to fight on his return to heaven because the powers of darkness were shutting off the way back.


  These incidents show us there are door openers and ways into the realm of the spirit. We need to move with boldness, faith, and discernment. Then we can release our faith and employ the right weapon of war against enemy spirits. We have found that since we closed the door of unbelief and disobedience that things began to take a different turn in some of the simple things in our daily lives. Money has been given to us when we needed it. Lost items have been returned quickly. In other ways, the anointing of the Lord has increased. Moreover, we believe we have yet to see the greatness of what God wants to do now that one door is closed and another opened.


  While studying the areas of the door opener, I felt constrained to look at Goliath's brothers. In 1 Chronicles 20:5 and 2 Samuel 21:19, we find four great giants who are, presumably, Goliath's brothers. These giants exist as spirits in some form or another today.


  The name of the first was Ishbi-Benob, meaning to sit down, ambush, judge, haunt, lurk, and he will have fruit. In total, they mean to haunt you, be critical and judge you, you won't know where they are lurking, and they'll ambush and haunt you, and be fruitful in their activity against you. Their assignment is to hassle you for the rest of your days. Many people are hassled by that sort of mentality because of the strongman that binds them.


  The name of the next giant was Lahmi, which means to consume, to battle and overcome, and greed. This means he is going to feed on your strength, consume your energies, steal your goods, and gobble up the joy and other spiritual blessings you have. Your strength will be dissipated, your dreams won't come to pass because this strong spirit overcomes you much of the time.


  The third giant didn't have a name, but he had six fingers on each hand, six toes on each foot, and was out of proportion. He was gigantic, horrendous, distorted, and a bully. He means to gossip about us, intimidate, and criticize us. You may say one thing, but when it gets back it is nothing like what you said. It is twisted and warped. This fellow is distorted and disproportionate, just as some people's lives are because of this marauding, powerful strongman.


  The final giant holds the most interest to me. His name was and is Sippai or Saph, meaning deep depression, selfpity, limitation, enclose in a vestibule, to wait at the threshold, and a door keeper. Isn't that interesting! He is able to bring us into the depths of depression that will bring self-pity and hold us back. We won't want to go forward and will be limited with our tithes, prayer, and spiritual ambition. We are unable to move forward because we are enclosed in a vestibule and this doorkeeper is waiting at the threshold and won't let us in.


  How do we combat these giants today? We can go through the door by pulling down the spirit that is over the door in the Name of Jesus. We set a standard of righteousness and go through for our family, and for God. We don't allow this trespasser to haunt and hinder us. The majority of the church is where it is today because hindering spirits have blocked the door!


  Put on the whole armor of God right now and praise and worship the Lord for five or ten minutes then ask the Father if you can go to war. Let Him put an anointing upon us, let us combat that door-closing spirit of darkness. This spirit differs in ferocity and strength according to the call of God upon our individual lives. Over churches, towns, and cities, we should discern the gates of the city, bind that spirit, and go through in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ.


  In Revelation 3:8, God sets before us an open door and in Isaiah 22:22, we see a similar thing. The Lord wants us to come into a new dimension of faith and the key of David will be upon our shoulder. The key of David, doubtless, was worship and warfare—praising the Name of the Lord, extolling his goodness, and allowing His power to operate.


  A key upon the shoulder sounds unusual, but the shoulder always speaks of strength and authority. Scripture states that the government is upon the Lord Jesus Christ's shoulders. Therefore we rule. We are in a place of rulership, and we are to eliminate all other ruling spirits. We do this because God has a mandate for the church to move with authority. God makes a weapon of war out of our worship and warfare and we overthrow the ruling spirit that has blocked us for so many years.


  Recently, I prayed for someone who was not very well and afterwards they improved a little. So I said to the Lord, "I have faith in Your Name and I know the scriptural teaching of divine healing, the laying on of hands, and the ministry of healing, but this lady is not healed." Then it seemed that all the ugliness of sickness came before me like an overwhelming wave of impossibilities. AIDS is an impossible disease to heal. Multiple Sclerosis—how impossible it is. And there are other crippling sicknesses and diseases. People are misformed, maladjusted, tormented, and locked away in mental institutions.


  I have been distraught and wept at length because I was overwhelmed by their sense of hopelessness. As I began to cry out to the Lord, I felt He said that this spirit of impossibility has to be bound in the Name of Jesus. It has never been bound because it is still alive and well. When Jesus saw the multitude, He was moved with compassion. This same sense of compassion helped bind the impossibilities, bringing release.


  Luke 18:27 states: "The things which are impossible with men are possible with God." Impossible means impotent, weak, and unable. On the other hand, the word "possible" comes from the Greek word dunamai, meaning to be able. It is possible; it is power. This word comes from dunamis (the basis of dynamite), which means power, ability, and abundance. It also means capable, powerful, and strong. So, once we get rid of the door keeper called impossible, all things become possible to him that believes.


  In Mark 9:23, Jesus said to the man with the sick boy, "If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth." This passage means that to release the miraculous power and abundance of God so that mighty and wonderful works can be done, believing is part of the key. As we declare that it is possible, we release the mighty power of God. I believe all things are possible. We can look at a dreadful situation such as sickness, pain, or distress and release the power and healing ministry of God as we believe. Even as unbelief allows the door keeper to come in, so our believing will rid the door keeper of his position of power and release the mighty, miraculous ministry of the Spirit of God. It is simple yet so effective in bringing the Word of God to pass.


  Matthew 17:20 states, "nothing shall be impossible unto you." Nothing shall be impossible to us when we get rid of the impossible spirit. Luke 1:37 affirms this. Impossible achievements are unattainable only because unbelief has allowed a stubborn spirit to exercise his ruling power over what God says can be done. The cripple at the Beautiful Gate was able to move because Peter saw it as possible in the name of Jesus. When we bind the impossible, we will see the possibilities of God. All things are possible to him who believes.


  All things are possible. Say it over and over and let this power be released into your mind. We are capable of binding the strongman because we are mighty men of valor. Instead of being impotent and weak, we impart the strength of the Holy Spirit and bless others with an anointing that can release them from years of captivity. All that the canker worm has destroyed, God will restore again through our faith in the possibilities of a miracle-working God (Joel 2:25).


  The official religion of Pakistan is Islam. The unofficial religion is grave worship. Many who have been delivered from evil spirits report that these spirits entered when they worshiped at graves. In some nations, they make their leaders like Messiahs and gods while they are still alive. In Pakistan, they are worshiped when they die. The former President of Pakistan was a devoted grave worshiper. After he died in an air crash, his grave in Islamabad became a place of worship. Another former Prime Minister was executed and the people in Sindh go to his grave for worship.


  Yet, the Lord said through the prophet Ezekiel in Ezekiel 43:9, "Now let them put away their whoredom, and the carcasses of their kings, far from me, and I will dwell in the midst of them for ever." In Matthew 23:2731 Jesus said to the Scribes and Pharisees, "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess...Whereof ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed the prophets."


  Muslims, Hindus, and nominal Christians come with their personal prayer requests to the shrines of Sufi saints. The sick come for healing, the barren pray for children, and those who want success in business and politics come and worship with their gifts, making covenants and promises to the dead saints. Prime ministers, presidents, and political leaders come and make contributions to the demonic high place in the city of Multan, where several huge tombs of the saints have been built on the mountain in the center of the city where there used to be a temple to the sun god. This grave worship in Pakistan is a manifestation of the kingdom of death, the last enemy to be defeated by Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:25-26).


  We should make the strongholds of death in Pakistan the target of our spiritual warfare. Knowledge and understanding of what we are fighting and its background helps us to strip the strongman of his power. Ignorance is one of the main keys he hides behind.


  At the time of the Pacific War, the Japanese Government proclaimed that the Emperor was God manifest and was the ruler of Asia and of the world. Both the people of Japan and all the colonies under his rule were compelled to perform Emperor worship and to take part in the war in the Emperor's name. After the war, on January 1, 1946, the Emperor made his declaration of humanity, that he was no longer the God of myth, and at the same time denied the superiority of the Japanese people and their ambition to rule the world.


  However, the present Emperor participated in the old religious ceremony in connection with his coronation, which the government funded. During this mystical ceremony held at night, he offered rice, wine, and other dishes to the Sun Goddess and ate a portion of the offerings. He then spent the night on a God Bed and became one body with sun goddess and is reckoned as a god. From that moment he became an object of worship for the Japanese people with special authority as a high priest of Shintoism and also the symbol of the unity of Japan.


  Since the Pacific war, conservative governments have gradually returned to recognizing the Japanese Emperor as a divine sovereign once more and making Shintoism the national religion. This step back to idolatry will have serious consequences for Japan, including its future prosperity and economy. When any kind of personality cult is formed around a leader, he will take the rightful place of Jesus Christ in that nation. When a modern society like Japan accepts human gods, it helps prepare the world for anti-Christ.


  This believe will strengthen the Japanese claim of uniqueness and superiority. They feel that they are people chosen by the gods. The Emperor travels in conjunction with the sun gods. Shintoism and Emperor worship could again stir Japanese ambitions to conquer the world, but this time as an economic world power. A nation of superior beings will not be an easy business partner. The strong man in Japan is without a doubt the Sun Goddess or the demonic power behind the worship of that goddess.


  Roger Hedersteadt has written a paper about territorial spirits in Tokyo. He says that the evil spirits of lust, greed, exploitation, and arrogance dominate Tokyo. I believe these powers serve under a higher principality, which is connected to the complex mosaic of Shintoism.


  I believe that when the Lord showed me that Ninja spirits were affecting the Japanese race, Shintoism and spirit worship were going to be part of the economic takeover of the world. The world's ten major banks used to be in New York, but now the ten largest banks are in Japan. The Japanese stock exchange has become a place of the strongholds of Japan. We need to wage spiritual warfare against the strongholds of Mammon in order to see more of God's kingdom manifested in the world economy.


  When I was in Germany in 1989, I asked the Lord what was the ruling spirit over Germany. I felt He said it was Nimrod, the hunter of men, coming against the Lord. Nimrod, the builder of the ancient Babylon, had no respect for God or God's laws. This spirit too was bloodthirsty and callous and out to decimate the kingdom of God. I thought it was an unusual word from the Lord but then I realized Germany had been a blood thirsty nation for many years and long regarded as the bully of Europe. Because of the pervading power of that ruling spirit, the German people are controlled by a spirit of bloodshed.


  In August 1990 Iraq captured Kuwait. Its head, Saddam Hussein, was reported to be worshiping at the gates of Nimrod, which are actually in Iraq. In Micah 5:6, we read, "And they shall waste the land of Assyria with the sword, and the land of Nimrod in the entrances thereof; thus shall he deliver us from the Assyrian, when he cometh into our land, and when he treadeth within our borders." Micah speaks of the gates of Nimrod as being a place of a great battle.


  These gates are not just part of Old Testament scripture, they exist today. They are colossal stone statues of winged bulls, with bulls' bodies, eagles' wings, and human heads.


  At the time of Nimrod, there were towers and Ziggurats that were built as high places where the kings and priests received demonic visitors and communicated with them. President Saddam Hussein is rebuilding Babylon as a tourist center. Idol temples, the Ishtar gate, and the Marduc gate have been rebuilt as well as the palace of Nebuchadnezzar. Huge pictures have been erected showing Saddam Hussein shaking hands with Nebuchadnezzar in the gates of Babylon. The president of Iraq is drawing occult strength from Babylon in order to conquer Israel. The theater of Babylon also is used for rock concerts and New Age gatherings.


  There is also a temple to the mother goddess Ninmakh. It is horrendous to think that after so many years that Nimrod's spirit rules again to cause bloodshed, fear, and destruction. The intercessors of the world need to pray that God will still the occultish powers of darkness. I believe that much of the sickness and disease in a city or nation is because of the spiritual high places that have been set up in past centuries. People born in that city don't know anything else but the spiritual covering that exists. They are puppets being manipulated by a spirit and their culture is grounded in demonic activity, which they do not recognize as such.


  Many towns and cities in the Middle East like Ur of the Chaldees, which Abraham left, were based on demonic planning and occult principles. A temple tower called a Ziggurat was erected in the city center and dedicated to the moon god, Nanna. Abraham believed God to build another kind of city without altars to moon or sun gods in their center. He was looking for the city whose architect and builder is God (Hebrews 11:10). The Lord is the architect who planned the new Jerusalem long before the architects of Babel built their first city in rebellion to him. They said, "Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach into heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth" (Genesis 11:4). The tower of Babel was built according to occult power principles to concentrate magic power the same way as the pyramids in Egypt. Every platform on the tower was dedicated to one of the planetary gods, Saturnus, Venus, Jupiter, Marcurius Mars, the moon god, and the sun god, who were worshiped on the top of the tower of Babel.


  Cities all over the world have been built using sun-god and moon-god type architecture. The high places in many cities in the Old Testament were targets of a king's dedication to have them destroyed. Gideon began his ministry destroying such a high place by pulling down the groves, which were an avenue of dishonor where all sorts of immorality such as body worship and burning to idols existed. These high places were an abomination to God. Many such high places still exist today in many other forms around the world. Many buildings are built according to Islamic satanic planning. Occultic activity then takes place in that particular locality. We must understand the power base from which Satan can operate without detection.


  Of course, there is the danger that we can become too power conscious, continually considering demonology and spiritual warfare. However, we must destroy the works of the enemy and pull down the powers of darkness so that the ruling spirits will lose control. The power of God can then operate through the church, and we can build the kingdom of God without hindrance. God wants His glory to fill the earth; yet His glory will not compete with a satanic stronghold. God requires His servants to demolish these high places.


  By now, you know that the plan of the Old Testament was to destroy the powers of darkness, the giants, the idolatry, and the offering of children to Molech. Sadly, the same thing is repeated today in our society. We may act more sophisticated, but the power of the enemy hasn't changed and the same spirits live on and on.


  We must destroy them so they cannot continue to be master strategists of spiritual warfare. We must remember that the weapons of God's warfare are not carnal, but mighty through the pulling down of strongholds and the building of the kingdom of God (2 Corinthians 10:4).


  When I was at a convention in Brussels in 1989, I asked the Lord for the name of the strongman over the city. I felt the Spirit of the Lord say that is was the spirit of Cain. Cain offered a wrong sacrifice. In contrast, his brother, Abel, loved God and offered a lamb as a blood sacrifice to the Lord. God has always wanted a worship center from which man might approach Him through the blood of the Lamb.


  Of course, Abel's sacrifice was accepted. Fire came from heaven and consumed Abel's sacrifice, but Cain's sacrifice was rejected because it was not the blood of a lamb. How amazing that Cain wouldn't offer the blood of a lamb, yet took the blood of his brother.


  The spirit of Cain is prevalent in many nations today. The spirit of Cain is prevalent in Belgium. They have seen so much blood-letting and have refused the way of the Lord. They accept religion and art. They worship the works of man, the dramas, the theaters, and architecture depicting the works of Cain. Of course, there are many in this country who do believe in the blood of the Lamb. And I believe God will visit Belgium when they repent and cast out the spirit of Cain.


  Every city has a high place or seat of Satan where he reigns with power and authority. We must discover and dislodge this seat by the authority of the name of Jesus. In chapters 1-3 of Revelation, Jesus cleansed the churches or brought them to a place of judgment. Revelation 2:9 states that the Smyrna church had a synagogue of Satan. The people of that city were rich in faith, but Satan was persecuting the church. Spiritual warfare had never been waged and Smyrna was under an attack from the Devil.


  Verse 13 of Revelation 2 speaks of the church at Pergamos: "I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is." Satan's throne had been set up somewhere in Pergamos so that the work of the Lord Jesus Christ in that region was hindered.


  I'm not suggesting that "Satan's throne" is where he exists and rules from. However, there is a throne that has been set up to enable occultic power to operate in that vicinity. Its purpose is to shut down the church and cause the church to lose its authority and power. Therefore, this throne is an operational base for Satan. Verse 14 of Revelation 2 states that one of the reasons Satan had a right to operate in that region was because some of the people held to "the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication." The doctrine of Balaam opens up works of disobedience and occultism. According to scripture, Balaam was to curse the people of God, but when he tried, his curse was turned to a blessing. Nevertheless, he caused the people to stumble by teaching them to be immoral with intermarriage and the worship of idols and other gods (See Numbers 22-24).


  Regrettably, the spirit of Balaam continues to operate in the church today. Decadent living brings much shame upon the church of Jesus Christ at large. This is because we haven't done anything about the spirit of Balaam that gives Satan a power base from which to operate against the church. If we don't put on the whole armor of God and become aware of the source of Satanic power, the church will continue to be in dire straits.


  Revelation 2:20 states, "thou sufferest that woman Jezebel...to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed to idols." This is not just a woman, but a spiritual power that is against the church. In chapter 3 and verse 9, the scripture states that the church at Philadelphia was opposed by a synagogue of Satan. All these verses illustrate that there are power bases from which the spiritual powers of wickedness operate against the church of Jesus Christ in various localities. This power base houses a group of demonically-inspired people who allow Satan to rule and reign over them and to nullify the effect of the kingdom of God.


  These facts disturbed me for some time until I read through Daniel 7:9-10, which states, "I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened." What sort of thrones?


  We see in the book of Revelation that Satan's throne is in place. In Colossians 1:16, we read "For by him all things were created, that are in heaven, and that are in the earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him."


  I believe we are looking at types of angelic powers, both good and bad. Vines Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words tells us that there are four levels of angelic power: thrones, dominions, principalities and powers. When they are in place they counter-balance the throne power of Satan, and kingly authority of these angels establishes the kingdom of God.


  The word "thrones" in scriptures does not mean chairs. Recently in Cairo, we saw the throne of one of the Pharaohs. It was made of ordinary wood that was very plain and common. We also visited Windsor Castle in England and saw the throne of the Queen where she makes her investitures, pinning medals on worthy people, receiving guests, and presenting knighthoods. This throne too is far from a glorious masterpiece of craftsmanship. Rather, her throne is an ordinary chair upon which she sits when making royal citations.


  In the scriptures, "throne powers" are not chairs or ornate pieces of furniture, but rather beautiful, majestic, ruling powers that establish the foundation of the kingdom rule in a particular location. From thrones come dominions, the enforcers of what the throne powers suggest. These dominions take over a locality, but unless the dominion angels subdue their enemies, the spirits of the Most High are not able to fulfill the wishes of our Father in heaven.


  Principalities rule over a location and are authorized by God through the throne-power ruling spirit on how to operate within a territory or a country. Beneath them are the powers of God that bring righteousness to pass and bless the church of Jesus Christ and its endeavors to build the kingdom of God. In the book of Daniel, dominion was taken away, the ruling prince power was removed and replaced by a ruling dominion from God's side of the spiritual realm.


  The entire structure of this realm of the spirit is still something of a mystery to the church. But we have some understanding of how we can replace Satan's throne with God's throne. Satan's cruel rule of tyranny must be put down so that God's rule of goodness and mercy may be instituted and perpetuated by His ruling powers. Daniel 7:9 says, "I beheld till the thrones were cast down." Here the phrase, "cast down" means to be set or put in place. Throne powers must be put in place all over the world so God's kingdom can be instituted. This important part of spiritual warfare should be done in groups or by people who have a real prophetic anointing so that the kingdom of God comes in authority and power.


  In Daniel 7:9-10, we see something of the Ancient of Days in the end time. Daniel gives us a vision of the court of heaven seated, the books opened, and thousands of angels gathered about. When the thrones are in place, God's power will be poured out in unprecedented measure and the harvest will be brought in. In verse 14 we read, "And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom," and in verse 21 it states, "I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them; Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom."


  I believe it is time for the saints to possess the kingdom. But we can only achieve this when we have throne powers, dominions, principalities, and powerful spirits that are able to build the kingdom and bring in the righteousness that will exalt the nation. Now is the time to possess the kingdom. Verse 26 says, "But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him." How exciting it is to know that we are establishing the kingdom of God, not only with preaching, but with powers, prince powers, kingly powers, and authoritative, ruling angelic beings that help us to take our place in the kingdom of God.


  I believe that if we will continue to wage spiritual warfare and set thrones in place, the King of Glory will come in. The reason that the manifestation of God's glory fluctuates in our meetings is because we have not established the throne of God there, so the King cannot come and reign. He comes and goes according to the worship of the people, yet if we would set up the throne of God, the kingdom of God would be in our midst and the King would come in and reign in our midst.


  When the ruling power of God is set in place and His authority and power rules over the sons of men, people everywhere will come under a prophetic anointing because there will be liberty and freedom. The land will be cleansed and Satan's power and throne in that locality will be eradicated and cast out. Then we shall establish God's kingdom and He shall rule in righteousness. People will be saved and healed and the ministry of the word of God will cause them to grow in the magnificent likeness of the Lord Jesus Christ. One day we shall all rule as kings and priests with Him and establish the kingdom of God on earth (Revelation 1:6).


  
    


  


  


  Spiritual Intuition


  Intuition is recognizing the moving of the spirit within us and is the right of every born-again believer. This feeling or sensing in the spirit is expressed by Paul in Romans as "The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit" (Romans 8:16). God's Spirit does not witness with our mind or our body. Instead there is the inward assurance and understanding that you know you are born again. This feeling is not just by the act of our soul, because some days we feel born again yet days later we may feel miserable and doubt everything. Still, if we listen to our spirit, we have the confident assurance that Jesus is ours and we go from victory to victory.


  The inward experience, faculty of perception, or witness of the Spirit in our spirit must become a way of life so that at any time God is able to speak to us even without words, by sense. We might sense danger ahead or sometimes wake in the middle of the night and feel we must pray. Why? Did God say go and pray? No, He said nothing, but you are absolutely convinced that the Lord woke you. How do you know? As soon as you started to pray, you began to cry. You knew it was because of a missionary, pastor, mother, or someone. How do we know these things? The Holy Spirit is witnessing with our spirit, that faculty that is now alive to God and His leading. In this way, we become mature in our walk with God. As we are led, we are better able to understand what God is saying in order to carry out His will to perfection.


  We have learned to understand the sensations of our body. We know when we are hungry, and we certainly know when we have hit our thumb with a hammer. We know how to get rid of pain to a certain extent. We understand pleasure. Our minds have been educated to recognize these sensations. A baby doesn't understand this. He cries and you have to figure out whether he has a tummy ache or if he is hungry? He can't say, "Mommy, I'm hungry." He has no control over his mental or physical faculties.


  Likewise, many Christians do not have spiritual control of their faculties. They will prophesy at the wrong time or witness out of season. They can't adequately function because they have not learned the leading of the Spirit of God.


  We cannot simply engage in spiritual warfare whenever we want to. We fight in spiritual warfare when there is an enemy to be fought and when God gives a word and explains the strategy for our spiritual warfare. If we do not have this clear understanding from God, we will only beat the air and be confused. Still, when we know we are on target because of the sensations we feel, we can discern what God is saying and are able to employ the weapons of warfare and bring down the spirit that God has shown us.


  On one occasion, when I was suffering a lot of headaches, one of my friends came to visit. I was sitting in a chair holding my head because it was pounding so badly. It wasn't long before my friend started to get a headache as well. I realized there was warfare going on. We sat and talked about it for a moment and began to wonder who was saying things about us, sending us a dart or spear of criticism. We examined our families and the church and were able to discern that someone was either criticizing us or praying against us.


  We asked the Lord what it was and the Lord showed us it was someone who had left our church sometime before and were bringing words against us. We forgave them, bound their tongue, and our headaches disappeared. We realized that this person had been attacking us for some time and their words became darts (Isaiah 54:17, Ephesians 6:16).


  Every now and then we will feel areas of heaviness. This may be a binding around the head or something in the chest. We need to have our senses exercised to pick up what God is saying. Of course, there is always the danger of going overboard and sensing things that are not happening. This is unfortunate, but people will always abuse principles that are tried and true.


  If we feel anything at all, we should ask the Lord if He is leading us. This keeps our fellowship and communication with God alive. In 2 Corinthians 13:14, what we normally call a benediction says, "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen."


  The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all mentioned in this final blessing of the Corinthian epistles. It also talks about the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ are three title names: Lord—revealing His divinity; Jesus—His humanity; and Christ—the fullness of Holy Ghost anointing that makes Him the Messiah. The fullness of His deity, anointing, and humanity make Him the whole man. The grace of the fullness of the Lord Jesus Christ is imparted into our spirit and works through our being. This scripture then mentions the love of God. God's love for us is one of the most important motivating areas of our total existence. God does not have love. God is love. He is able to impart love and wants us to be children born by love who are able to move with Him in that quality of life. The motivating, stimulating, invigorating love of God keeps us in a place of acceptability with Him constantly. There is also the communion of the Holy Spirit or fellowship that the Holy Spirit brings into our spirit.


  All the while the Godhead is ministering to us and wanting fellowship with us. Fellowship is simply two fellows in the same ship going in the same direction in a common union. Communion or fellowship is a dialogue. God ministers to us and we share with Him. This is the fellowship the Holy Spirit desires, not with our mind or body, which are natural, but with our spirit. You will find that God speaks to you many times not through an audible voice, but through your spirit by the communion of the Holy Spirit. He is the Paraclete, the One called alongside to assist and help.


  We can know the mind of the spirit. We might say, "What do you want me to do in this situation, Lord?" "How can I overcome that?" Having asked, we then wait for the answer perhaps through a verse of scripture quickened to us. This communion is questioning the Holy Spirit. We also have intercession, which is our praying to Him, but the communion evoked by the inquisitiveness in our spirit almost becomes an interrogation as we question God to know His way for us.


  Proverbs 25:2 states, "It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a matter." God shows forth His glory in hiding something from us, and we think God doesn't want to give us the answer. We may complain and criticize His ways, but we are not allowed to do that. Don't ever find fault and say, "Lord, why didn't you do something else?" Mary did this when her brother Lazarus died. She said to Jesus, "If thou hadst been here, my brother had not died" (John 11:21). But she didn't know the mind of the Lord because He had another purpose. We need only discover that purpose and discern the ways of the Lord.


  The Psalmist said that God, "made known his ways to Moses, his acts unto the children of Israel" (Psalm 103:7). The intricate, unseen ways of God are like the eagle flying through the air that leaves a path. So the way of the Lord is for us to find out. While it is the glory of God to conceal a matter, it is the glory of kings to search it out.


  1 John 5:4 says that, "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world." God sows a seed in our spirit and we conceive a program or germinate a creative thought or become aware that a spirit is operating behind a tragedy, circumstance, or problem. We then ask God what our next step is to be. The faculty of perception in perceiving the realm of the spirit is absolutely essential before we can operate any of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Very often our spirit will be in conflict with our mind or our soul. We want to do one thing yet God is saying something else.


  I was eating my meal on one occasion and the Lord said, "I want you to come and pray." I told the Lord I wanted to finish my tea first. Then when I had finished my meal, I felt I needed to relax and get ready to preach my message for Sunday. Again the Lord said, "Come and pray," but I still resisted. Finally, He put pressure on me to pray. So, with a disobedient streak, I stamped my foot and went into my prayer time. Of course, God wasn't going to talk to me with this attitude, so I had to repent and tell Him I was sorry for my disobedience.


  When my spirit simmered down, the Lord began to speak to me. "My son," He said, "I am going to share with you some things that will help you in your future ministry." For many minutes the Lord shared with me things that became part of the foundation of my ministry. Nevertheless, I nearly missed it because my soul said, "Drink your tea. Your body is tired; sit down because you deserve a good rest." But God was saying into my spirit, "I want to talk with you and share some secrets in your inner man." Conflict after conflict will arise if we aren't obedient to what the Spirit of God is saying to us.


  Discerning in our inner man and the operation of intuition come together when God is speaking to us. If God gives us a revelation, it will come in the realm of our spirit. It is something we cannot know by any other means. A revelation is not something we have previously learned. It is something you have never heard before. You need to allow God to give you a revelation, an unfolding of His purposes within your spirit. It won't come to your mind, nor will you feel it in your body. It comes to that spiritual area of perception.


  Sometimes the pressure we feel is the Lord trying to indicate where an evil spirit is. If a person is having deliverance, you can sometimes feel pressure on a part of your body. Though you feel it in your body, it comes from your spirit. God is indicating through your spirit where the particular area of need exists. Moreover, you can feel where an evil spirit is in a room and even in a locality, though the Lord does not necessarily give you the place where the evil spirits live. Sometimes our sensing can be a little off, so we have to learn to exercise our sensitivity until it is accurate. We must never be adamant and say, "I feel in my spirit that this is the way it should go." We need to confirm our guidance with our friends, particularly our spiritual authority. We always need a peer group, but we also need a spiritual covering so we can be disciplined or corrected if we say or do anything that is out of line with what God wants.


  Accuracy of moving in the spirit can only come as we read the Word of God and spend time in the presence of God. Don't think that God is going to zap you with a gift so that you feel an electric shock running through your body and suddenly you have full knowledge. Sorry, it doesn't operate like that. Very occasionally God gives a sovereign revelation, but 99% of the time the gifts of the spirit operate because you are skilled in their use and your spirit has been worshiping God.


  God is looking for worshipers who will worship Him in spirit and truth. As we worship Him in spirit, truth will come into our lives, and unknowingly the Holy Spirit will begin ministering to our spirit because we are in a state of adoration and worship. Constant refining goes on and often we will weep in His presence not knowing why. Afterwards, we feel released and have a greater sensitivity to His presence. We are to guard this refining carefully and not prostitute the feelings of our spirit with raucous frivolity as it abuses our emotions and deadens the anointing and sensitivity in our spirit.


  If you want a sharp spirit, worship and love God allowing Him to hone the cutting edge of revelation. That cutting edge is the intuition of your spirit that worships, loves, and adores the Lord. This intuition hates evil and loves righteousness and is dedicated to serve God fully. "And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these" (Mark 12:30-31).


  The commitment to loving will bring compatibility of relationship with God, like that of Isaiah. When Isaiah was in the temple, he saw the Lord lifted up and heard the Godhead talking amongst themselves saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us" (Isaiah 6:8). Isaiah's spirit was sharp and clean and he said, "Here am I, send me," even though he wasn't asked. He was eavesdropping in the realm of the spirit, and because he was willing to go, God anointed and blessed him and gave him a unique revelation for his people.


  How much time should you spend in praise and worship of God in preparation for the sensitizing of the spirit to take away the callousness and the hard core of rebellion, disobedience, or anger? Coming into the presence of God consistently is the key. It was said of the great Smith Wigglesworth that he never prayed more than half an hour at a time, but he never went more than half an hour without prayer.


  I have found that the heightening of my spiritual faculties comes with fasting and prayer, and when I am not fasting, constant prayer is needed. I spend long periods of time just in the presence of God, learning to educate my faculties to discern the things of God. It is amazing how sensitive one becomes after having been at least an hour a day in the presence of the Lord or even perhaps even two hours at times, with a stretch of three or four hours at times.


  Still, you won't want to do it! There will be rebellion. The flesh cannot handle it. That is why we do it for a long period of time. It crucifies the flesh putting down our natural affections. It crucifies our appetites and causes us to be more committed to the Lord Jesus. It opens our ears to hear and our eyes to see. It touches the intuition of our spirit so we can know what the Spirit of the Lord wants us to do.


  Why don't you put a whole Saturday aside for waiting on the Lord. Fast and pray if you like and read the scriptures. Speak in tongues for as long as you can, then praise and worship God. Don't ask questions, don't even pray, just worship Him for as long as you can. You will grow weary and tired. The devil will see to that. Your flesh will rebel. Flesh doesn't want to pray or go into the presence of God. Flesh would rather go out shopping. There is nothing wrong with these things, but there is a prior claim to our spirit to have it sharpened with holiness and sensitivity so we can accurately discern the things of the Holy Spirit.


  The key word is focus, learning to concentrate the direction of our will so we can come into the presence of the Lord. As we focus our attention on the Lord, we are able to eliminate all diversions that try to distract us. This entails setting our will and blocking everything that is around about from our mind in order to be wholly in tune with the Spirit of the living God. The Bible tells us we are able to walk in the spirit and not fulfill the desires of the flesh. Galatians says that if we walk in the spirit then the flesh really doesn't have any domination over us. If we are going to spend time with God, we need to focus our full attention on the face of Jesus.


  
    


  


  


  Perception


  Another concept of intuition is perception. Paul "perceived" that the man had faith to be healed (Acts 14:9). He "picked up" in his spirit—there was a witness—as to the man's spiritual state.


  There is a "knowing" in the spirit that goes beyond the natural mind to give us an understanding of the situation. Isaiah 11:2 speaks of a spirit of understanding which seems to me to be an impartation of the Holy Spirit to our spirit to help us spiritually discern or "weigh up the case." As one waits upon the Lord for this clarity of the Spirit, we can become sharp and crisp in our assessment of things that are spiritual. The natural mind cannot assess this area; it is foreign to it. As this operates as a developing gift, we need to ask God for clarity and detail. Sometimes we sense "intuitively" or "perceive" or "pick up" certain things and we are very close to the exactness of detail—not quite right —but on the right track. Isaiah 11:3 speaking of our Lord Jesus and the type of ministry He would have, puts it this way: "And shall make him of quick understanding of the fear of the Lord." Job 20:3 states, "...the spirit of my understanding causeth me to answer...", and Proverbs 2:3-4 says, "...liftest up thy voice for understanding; If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures."


  We can "come into" understanding and sharpen our perception by keenly, eagerly anticipating that the Holy Spirit will lead us into all truth. I John 2:27 says we have an anointing and know "all things."


  The Holy Spirit will teach us intuitively to perceive or sense in the spirit what people need. While not all details of the problem are known, the Lord can drop into our spirit an appropriate scripture or piece of advice. This is called wisdom.


  So, to perceive or assess by the spirit is understanding or intuition. Jesus was of "quick understanding." This means He understood quickly. He was sharp! The phrase also suggests that of a bloodhound that "sniffs" to pick up the scent of a fugitive. I was walking along in a shopping mall and a nice, young lady hurried past me wearing expensive perfume. It smelled beautiful and as I continued to walk I could smell the perfume after her. I made my way past some people and lost sight of her. I came to the shop I needed and as I went in I could smell that lovely perfume and knew that lady was in here too. I soon spotted her and walked her way, "sniffing" as I went.


  In the spirit, we can follow the scent of what the Lord is trying to impress upon us and soon we will achieve that measure of understanding we need to minister. This is learning the ways of God. As Isaiah 11:3 says it is not learning by hearing or seeing, but learning by the Spirit of God in our spirit. Accuracy will grow, and eventually develop into a mature ministry in the Spirit. The final stages of development in this area is for God to allow us to have a complete picture, either in our spirit or to "see" in vision. There is really no end to the realm of the Holy Spirit's ministry through us. John 3:34 says about Jesus that, "God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him" and "the heavens were opened up unto him" (Matthew 3:16).


  We can just keep on adventuring by faith, seeking the Lord, and He will lead us to this very beautiful, soft, and gentle ministry of INSIGHT. Insight is INSIDE INFORMATION which comes from knowing the mind of the Spirit. I suppose the next step from here would develop into revelation by the Spirit. This is a very exciting and awesome ministry which can develop into having visions of God's purposes!


  
    


  


  


  REIGNING IN LIFE—RULING AS KINGS


  The Spirit of God desires that we accomplish great things on His behalf and that we rule and reign in all aspects of life. Romans 5:17 states, "... death reigned by one, much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ."


  We underestimate our ability to reign. Revelation 1:6 says that Jesus "hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father." From the beginning of the human race God wanted us to be kings. Jesus is King and a king produces after his own kind. When we are born again, our genealogy comes directly from God. We are sons of God with His characteristics. We have the abilities to be kings and reign in life over our circumstances as Jesus reigned. There was no wine at the wedding so He, as a king, produced some.


  The creative power of God in His life caused Him to produce what was lacking. When the multitudes were to be fed, He took some bread and fish and reigned over the circumstances. He was Lord and King and created sufficient food for the multitude. No weapon overcame Him and no circumstance dictated to Him. He was a ruler. Blindness did not reign over Him; His healing ability broke the blindness and produced sight. Death did not overcome Him; He raised the dead. He overcame death with life.


  With compassion, He reigned over pain, sickness, blindness, and lameness. Cripples were healed and demonsdeparted. By ruling as the Son of Man, He showed us that we too should rule in life according to the righteousness of Christ with the grace of God. We are victors and can conquer demons, strongmen, and poverty. They may be lords of circumstances, but they can be defeated. Throughout scripture we see that kings have power and authority. Their word is absolute. They are only defeated by a stronger power. As the army of God, we rule and reign as kings in righteousness by the grace of God. There is no stronger power.


  When Jesus was caught in a storm, He commanded the wind and the waves, and the elements obeyed Him. The circumstances were never lord over Jesus, because He was ruler. The gracious word flowed from His mouth and had the creative ability to stop the elements by faith.


  Jesus had little money and in that sense he was poor. Nevertheless, His needs were always met. People gave money to the disciples for them to pay their way. People gave because people give to the Lord. There was never a lack. When they needed money to pay taxes, Jesus told Peter to catch a fish and pay their taxes from a coin he would find the fish's mouth. There was nothing fishy about that! It was completely legal! Even though He had nowhere to lay his head, He was arrayed in a seamless robe that must have been quite expensive. He reigned over the elements, finances, hunger, and the desires of men. He had a revelation of who He was. He was Christ, the Son of the Living God, and He lived and talked as one who was King.


  I believe we have the ability as sons and daughters of God to rise to this same level. "But if the spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you... "


  (Romans 8:11). The same anointing that was upon Christ is upon us to bring us to a place of ruling and a reigning in life. To some degree we have the ability in every negative circumstance to war against it and to change it for the glory of God.


  So often, however, we are beaten by life's circumstances. We are incarcerated in prisons of our own low mental concept of the purposes of God for our lives. We have a mind set that does not allow ourselves to be involved in the miracle-working sequences of God's anointing. We may rise from defeat to some level of feeling good, but we never rise like eagles and soar into the heavens. When we are level with the ground, the mountain appears huge. Yet when we begin to fly, the mountain is no obstacle. The mound below and the twist in the road become as nothing when we rise with the wings of an eagle. How can we rise like eagles when we walk about like turkeys?


  While the life of David was spiritual, practical applications of spiritual truth were illustrated in his everyday living. Throughout his life David was a man with two feet on the ground. He was a man of practical wisdom to meet the hurts, disappointments, frustrations, greed, ambition, and murderous intent of others. He succeeded in all these circumstances, helped by the anointing and the power of God.


  Someone recently said to me, "It's great to talk about the prophetic anointing, but what about the reality of Christian living in my day-to-day life?" So many times we have so spiritualized the things of God that the church became battered by the circumstances of the world. We have not overcome the world. We may not smoke, drink, or live a loose life, but we have not brought Kingdom principles to bear in the practical aspects of business, politics, federal, state, or local governments. We have abdicated our responsibilities and given Satan a heyday. Because we have removed ourselves from these spheres, corruption, bribery, and maladjustments in business principles are rampant.


  When David became king, he first established a literal kingdom in Jerusalem. He defeated the Jebusites, their power, and their demonic oversight of the city, then cleaned the city of the evil power. David built the city and reigned there, decreeing kingly and godly principles for the city of Jerusalem. All Israel was blessed under the reign of this righteous king who established righteous and holy laws that brought peace and harmony to the nation. Justice was done and there was freedom of worship as David ruled in a literal sense as king over the city. It became the city of God.


  We must lift our level of expectancy instead of believing we don't have a right to rule. We can't wait for Anti-Christ to come and take away our rights. Too many believe more in Anti-Christ than in the power of God to help us to rule as kings in our factories, our offices, or businesses. We abdicate our throne allowing demonic powers to reign and possess the wealth of the nations while Christians live in poverty with low self-images, which is totally unscriptural. It is time to rise to the level of faith that God desires.


  Our cry should be "Lord, baptize us in the spirit of faith." 2 Corinthians 4:13 states, "We having the same spirit of faith," therefore we can believe for an expansion of the spirit of faith (Romans 1:17). We are taught to grow in faith and must grow in faith. Our prayer should be, "Lord, baptize us in faith so we will believe for the impossible!"


  Faith is the quality that works in the invisible, unknown, and intangible realm of the spirit. Faith sees the things that are not yet. Faith believes for what we can't see. Faith makes things happen. Faith is the creative power of God that will straighten a limb, give sight to a blind eye, and cause wealth to come into the Kingdom of God. However, so often our mind set is the result of an upbringing of poverty. We say, "Wouldn't it be great to have a million dollars, then I could buy myself a new house." Immediately, the faith we started to generate becomes destroyed by selfishness and self-centeredness.


  Every time we become selfish, the promises of God are nullified and we miscarry whatever is beginning to be birthed in our heart. Faith wants to bring us finance but our poverty concept prevents us from releasing billions of dollars into the Kingdom of God. We then miss the opportunity to build the Kingdom into people's hearts so that millions of people around the world can be saved. We must bring multitudes into the Kingdom of God through the spirit of faith and the glory of God.


  In 1 Samuel 17:20 and 22, David reveals what type of heart he had. David was asked by Jesse, his father, to take food to his brothers who were in King Saul's army fighting the Philistines. David rose early in the morning, left the sheep with a keeper, and took the things and went as Jesse had commanded him. He came to the camp as the army was going out to the fight and shouting for the battle. The quality of David's life was such that he didn't run off and leave his sheep because he had another call of God.


  He cared for his sheep. Oh, that people would be mindful of the sheep. David at this young stage in his life had been anointed to be the king. The prophet Samuel had given him an anointing and a great prophecy. Still, David didn't rush about screaming, "I'm a king, follow me." When he had an opportunity to visit the battle, he was meticulous in the things that were at hand—the responsibility for the sheep.


  People often receive great prophecies and wag them under your nose saying, "Make room for me. It's been prophesied I'm going to heal the sick. It's been prophesied I'm going to be a great preacher. Move over, pastor!" They fail to realize that God wants them to be responsible where they are. God's timing has to be considered for their release into the ministry. Like David, you must look after the sheep God has put into your hand.


  David did not forsake the sheep God had given him when he was asked to perform another chore by his father. When he arrived at the camp he didn't rush about telling everyone he had been anointed. He left his supplies in the hand of the supply-keeper. This speaks of a young man with his wits about him. We too need to use sound judgment coupled with sound doctrine, responsibility, and submission to those in authority over us.


  After David defeated Goliath, we find the women dancing around, singing about his exploits. He would have had every right to feel pleased with his achievement and excited that he had virtually, by his one act of slaying Goliath, defeated the whole Philistine army. He was only a young man, a stripling. He had not come to the age of maturity. Still, age does not give maturity. Age sometimes is a foil for wisdom. Yet David was a wise young man. He obediently went wherever Saul sent him. He was a wise young man.


  I Samuel 18:7 records that the women were singing, "Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands." This displeased Saul greatly, and he was suspicious of David from that moment on. Yet this passage says, "And David behaved himself wisely in all his ways" (I Samuel 18:14). The Lord was with him because he was wise in all his ways.


  David wasn't flippant, irresponsible, or rebellious. He displayed the true humility of an anointed young man. And he used these spiritual qualities and applied them to the daily aspects of his life. Many great preachers never achieve much because the natural aspects of their life leave a lot to be desired.


  The chapter further states, "Wherefore when Saul saw that he behaved himself very wisely, he was afraid of him" (I Samuel 18:15). We don't have to preach at people to win them to Christ. David was recognized by the king as a wise young man because of what he did. And this brought fear into Saul's heart.


  We have a long way to go as we pray and prepare for the in-gathering of the harvest. We must be prepared by ruling over our emotions and behaving wisely. Then when the world sees us, they will see that the wise businessmen are the Christians. The wise men in office and in every area of life will be the Christians washed in the blood of Jesus, filled with the Spirit, behaving themselves wisely, and not bringing reproach that is broadcast on prime time TV and in the headlines of our newspapers.


  David had an anointing of a king and ruled as a king in his emotions and in all his ways. 1 Samuel 18:16 says, "But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he went out and came in before them." It would take too much space to list David's exploits as a warrior as he fought for Israel. He defeated the robbers, cheats, frauds, and those who would do harm to Israel. He was a defender of the defenseless, a strength to the weak, a feeder of the hungry, and a blessing to the poor. He fought enemy warriors; he defeated the powers of darkness. He defeated the Philistines and the Amalekites who operated in the occult. He was a man of worship. And he was loved because he loved the people of God.


  David had yet another quality. Even when under the pressure of King Saul's attempts to slay him, he had his honor paid to him, "And Achish answered and said to David, I know that thou art good in my sight, as an angel of God!" (1 Samuel 29:9). This Philistine king perceived that the qualities of David were almost angelic. It was because he brought an atmosphere of the anointing with him. He wasn't critical, finding fault about those things that needed changing. He sowed faith and quality of life, not just in words, but in deeds. Agag recognized this and wanted him to stay, but the rest of the Philistines didn't trust him because he was their enemy.


  Life in the spirit is more than just living in prayer. The practical applications of prayer are the perfecting of life. We need to look for this excellence of a spirit of virtue. Ungodly rulers recognized that the Spirit of God made them different from their brethren. 2 Samuel 14:17 says of David "Then thine handmaid said, The word of my lord the king shall now be comfortable: for as an angel of God, so is my lord the king to discern good and bad." An anointing of joy set David above his brothers because he was like an angel. He had a discernment between good and evil. Being able to discern is a mark of maturity and he developed an excellence in his spirit so that the woman of Teka acknowledged his ability to recognize justice from injustice.


  God wants us to have the best—not just that we should be better out of an attitude of insecurity or greed—but because of our application to truth to allow excellence to be worked into our lives. This is ruling and reigning as a king.


  2 Samuel 14:20 says, "...my lord is wise, according to the wisdom of an angel of God, to know all things that are in the earth." What an accolade that this woman should twice say to David that he was like an angel of God. He was angelic in his justice; he was heavenly and righteous. Every good and perfect gift comes from above (James 1:17) and he had the ability to trust God for wisdom and understanding to bring justice to an earthly situation.


  We have an anointing that teaches us all things and ignorance is no recommendation or hallmark of Christianity. It behooves us to have the spirit of wisdom because wisdom that comes from above is angelic. When our excellence of character and speech is seasoned with salt and full of grace, our deeds are righteousness and godly, people will begin to say that we too are angelic even as they said that Stephen had the face of an angel.


  We often hear the old saying that someone is too heavenly minded to be of any earthly use. I believe, however, that if we were really heavenly minded, we would be of earthly use and apply the Kingdom which is in heaven to our earthly living. Remember, Jesus taught us to pray, "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven." We need heavenly wisdom to bring forth the Kingdom of God on earth.


  David also ruled as a worshiper. One of the first things he did when he became king was to recover the Ark of the Covenant, which speaks of the presence of God. For the forty years that King Saul reigned, he didn't have the Ark of the Covenant. There was no presence of God in their midst. Is it any wonder that he set up a monument to himself and disobeyed God by not slaying King Agag, consulted a witch, and finally committed suicide?


  He made many wrong decisions. When his son Jonathan in ignorance of Saul's order to fast, dipped his staff into spun honey and licked it, Saul ordered him to be killed. He made stupid decisions because he had a carnal heart and was selfish and self-centered. Saul was a man who reigned without the presence of God. David instead brought up the Ark with singing and shouting, praising, and dancing. David led the procession into the city only to be criticized by Michal, his wife and Saul's daughter. But David was not going to be bound by a spirit of criticism that was inherited from Saul. He wanted to praise and love his God and to worship Him with all his strength.


  When Nehemiah returned from captivity in Babylon, he set up the order of worship in the renewed temple, according to the divine order that God had given to David. Musical instruments that were used in Nehemiah's day were made by King David in his endeavor to bring different kinds of worship so that the people could be fulfilled worshiping God upon those instruments. They weren't something David had gotten out of the world from the Philistines, but were what God had put in his heart when he set up worship in Jerusalem in the earlier days. So the worship plan carried on by Nehemiah followed the Davidic order that apparently continued down to New Testament times.


  The Apostle Paul says in Acts 24:14, "But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in the prophets." Paul is saying he worshiped God according to David when he refers to the Law and the Prophets. That is, he worshiped by singing, dancing, clapping, and all that the Psalms mention that David instituted. This also included instruments of music and high praises spoken of in the Psalms and other verses of scripture. This was the only form of worship Paul knew, considering the fact he only had the Old Testament.


  If it was good enough for Paul, it is good enough for us to sing, dance, and worship. Many have some aspects of the gospel, but it is worship that will bring excellence of spirit because it brings us into His presence where He speaks to us. Moreover, our worship brings submission, tenderness, and a Christ-likeness that the Word produces but only is made effective through worship.


  Real worship came into the church through the Charismatic renewal of the sixties. Singing a lot of choruses is not worship. Worship is to come before God with rejoicing and gladness of heart, to exalt His holy name, and proclaim His goodness. Worship is loving God for Who He is.


  We should talk more about the presence of God. As we exalt Him, His presence will be manifested in our life. Certain things in our homes hinder the presence of God. However, He will not manifest Himself to us if we have artifacts and other mementos of demonic origin or play evil music that is an abomination to God. If we do this we will be ineffective in our spiritual warfare and find much contention about us.


  One day my wife was in the lounge room of our home. All the doors and windows were closed. There was no wind blowing, yet she heard the wind chimes in our house beginning to tinkle. When she looked out, the chimes were still. At that time we became quite contentious, unable to settle a very small matter that had come between us. In fact, we became so contentious we had a great argument.


  When a friend who moved in the Word of Knowledge came by, we shared with him that we were having this problem and unable to come to a place of peace. Our friend received a Word of Knowledge. He stated, "See that wind chime? That's what it is. Because you and your wife spend your time worshiping here, they became disturbed and upset. That wind chime is filled with demons. It is of a demonic origin and is calling for demons to come and assist him because you love the Lord. Reinforcements have come that have caused this contention to divide your marriage. Because God wants to use you, this thing has become a contention between you."


  I immediately smashed those wind chimes into little pieces and removed them out of my house and out of the district. The contention stopped as quickly as it had started. We learned that things of demonic origin can't come into our house because they bring contention against the Spirit of God. We need to clean up our houses. We must not bring in demonic statues and artifacts from mission fields and other mementos of our tours that represent the satanic culture of ungodly nations. Purge yourself of these hindrances. Even consider the charms you wear on your body or rings on your fingers. Where did they come from? What do they stand for?


  Why do we wear lucky charms? We don't believe in luck. We believe the steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord (Psalm 37:23). Sometimes Christians wear the star of David around their neck. How do you know it is the Star of David? It could be an occultish witchcraft object that has been cursed. You may get headaches or you can't hear well because of the chain around your neck.


  You had better believe it—it is a chain. It will hold you back from enjoying the full revelation of the presence of God in your life. What about the belt you're wearing? What does the buckle say? Does it have some occultish insignia? There are many beautiful and pure things that we can wear and lovely paintings and other works of art we can bring into our homes that have no satanic origin.


  Someone gave me a beautiful ornamental dagger-like letter opener set in a leather scabbard. I looked at it carefully and since it had no satanic markings, I kept it in my office for years. However, on one of my out-of-town trips, the other ministers in my church were praying in my office and noticed this letter opener. They discerned it was from one of the Middle East countries and possibly used in some form of demonic worship so they suggested I get rid of it. So I did—as simple as that.


  If you are going to worship and enjoy the presence of the Lord, you must remove all hindrances to His presence. Any ornaments that are a testimony to some demonic power have to go. I know people who have thrown thousands of dollars worth of things out of their home to bring peace and harmony into their lives and to get rid of anything that is an offense to the Kingdom of God.


  The practical application of spiritual warfare is the releasing of the power of God into our community. If we bind the spiritual power over an area, the crime rate must lessen. This means we bind the power of darkness and replace it with godly characteristics from the Holy Spirit. In this way we can change our whole society and go into all the world preaching the gospel. We shall do this through the power of God operating in our lives.


  David ruled in both the realm of the spirit and the natural which produced a blessed life for him and the whole nation of Israel. The nation of Israel was discipled because he ruled. Under the prophetic anointing as king, he set in motion a lifestyle of kingdom living.


  As his reign was drawing to an end, he made plans for a temple of worship to God. Much of the precious metals came from the pagan nations he had defeated and stripped of their wealth, even as the wealth of the Gentiles is laid up for the Church.


  If we are to be people with a prophetic anointing ruling as kings, we will store up the finances and abilities that God gives us and use them to build places of worship, feed the poor, bless those in need of release, and implement teaching programs to bring excellence to those people in our community.


  When we have spiritual warfare, we not only defeat the enemy; we also plunder his goods and release whatever he has kept captive. Arts, crafts, music, and architecture have been abused and used to denote witchcraft and other occult insignias in occultish places of worship. We should be employing all the skills God has placed in the human race to extol Him and make the lifestyle of his subjects better— not devoted to the things of Satan.


  David gave his son, Solomon, all the plans he received from the Spirit of God regarding the court's chamber, buildings, and treasures for the house of the Lord. Solomon was then able to build an outstanding temple for the worship of God.


  I have a sneaking feeling that the temple that David planned and that Solomon built must have been one of the greatest structures ever built on the face of the earth. It had to be because it was planned by the Spirit of God. "All this, said David, the Lord made me understand in writing by his hand upon me, even all the works of this pattern" (I Chronicles 28:19).


  David would possibly wake up in the night and the Spirit of God would give him direction. Perhaps at times he would have warfare, if the plan wasn't coming clear. Surely the enemy would have liked to stop the work of the Lord. But then the wonderful plans of God would flood into his heart. I Chronicles 29 lists the items of wealth that David offered that he had plundered from the enemy. King David said to the assembly, "Solomon my son, whom God alone hath chosen, is yet young and tender, and the work is great: for the palace is not for man but for the Lord God."


  Verse 2 continues, "Now I have prepared with all my might for the house of my God." This is how we are to give—with all our might. We must not hold back or lay up treasure for ourselves. We must prepare with all our might. David would defeat the enemy, strip him of his wealth, then lay the treasure aside for God. David prepared gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, onyx stones, stones to be set, glistening stones of various colors, all kinds of precious stones, and marble slabs in abundance.


  In verses 3-5 he says, "Moreover, because I have set my affection to the house of my God, I have of my own proper good, of gold and silver, which I have given to the house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for the holy house, Even three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and seven thousand talents of refined silver, to overlay the walls of the houses withal: The gold for the things of gold, and the silver for the things of silver, and for all manner of work to be made by the hands of artificers. And who then is willing to consecrate his service this day unto the Lord?" How exciting to see David give of the things he had prepared for the house of God from his own wealth and fortune.


  Like David, an excellent man will give willingly to God. A man of war needs more qualities than just understanding of spiritual warfare. The purpose of spiritual warfare is to free ourselves and others from the usurping nature of evil spiritual powers. The harvest will reap backsliders back to Christ. The miracle-working power of God will be manifested because warfare has been accomplished successfully in the realm of the spirit, releasing an anointing to build the house of God.


  God wants to give to His church the royal majesty of a king so we may rule and reign in excellence of spirit and be a blessing wherever we go.
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    Prophetically, the Church is in one of the most intense periods of warfare that she has ever known. Local fellowships, leaders, and saints alike have risen to the clarion call of spiritual warfare to defend their homes and churches from the onslaught of the enemy and to invade their cities and communities for the Kingdom of The Lord Jesus Christ.


    Due to the fact that this arena is unseen, many opinions and doctrines have caused confusion for the individual believer, it is to this remedy that God has raised up seasoned men in an effort to bring divine order and prophetic insight into this realm of the spirit. This hook brings not only the many scriptures concerning warfare but over 20 years of experience in spiritual battle.
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