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... He Can't Keep Your Goods
Have you ever had anything stolen from you by the Devil? Well, if you've ever had any contact with him, then he has undoubtedly stolen something from you at one time or another.
In the tenth chapter of John, Jesus said, The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy (v. 10). We know that the thief to whom He is referring is Satan. Since Satan is a thief by nature, he steals. That is the nature of a thief.
Jesus says that Satan is a thief, so it shouldn't be uncommon for him to go around trying to steal things, nor should it be surprising to us that he does. He is after something. The Bible says he is after the Word in your heart. (Mark 4:15.) He is after your joy, your power, your peace, your courage, your faith, and your comfort. But not only that, he is after your goods.
One way Satan discourages many of God's people is through affliction and persecution. If that doesn't work, he attacks their material and physical possessions. He will attack their car, or their finances, or their physical bodies.
We need to realize something about healing and divine health. Many people are struggling with healing because they see healing as something to be attained, something "out there somewhere" which they are trying to get. But, in reality, healing is not "out there somewhere."
As far as God is concerned, we already have healing. It was given to us through the work of the Cross.
Divine health is something we already possess. When symptoms come, it is nothing more than the thief trying to steal the health which is already ours.
In other words, divine health is not something we are trying to get from God; it is something the Devil is trying to take away from us!
As long as people are trying to get health, they can't see themselves with it; and until they see themselves with it, they won't experience it.
Let me explain it this way. When the Devil tries to put a symptom of sickness or disease on my body, I absolutely refuse to accept it.
A short time ago he tried to put symptoms of the flu on me. My nose and eyes started to run. I began to sneeze and ache all over. I haven't had the flu since 1969, and I'm not going to have it now. I'm redeemed from the flu!
Immediately I began to confess God's Word that I'm healed by the stripes of Jesus. I rebuked Satan and refused his lying symptoms. I wasn't trying to get something I don't have; I was keeping something I already have. I am healed.
Those symptoms were an intimidation of the adversary. The thief was trying to steal one of my possessions—my health. I have health and I stand protective over what is already mine.
Let me give you an example to illustrate my meaning. Suppose a stranger walked into your kitchen, loaded your refrigerator on a dolly, and started wheeling it out the door. What would you do? You would probably stop him.
You wouldn't start saying, "It certainly would be nice to have a refrigerator. One of these days, in the sweet by and by, I'm going to have a refrigerator." No, you already have a refrigerator, but somebody is trying to steal it.
No one in his right mind would open the door for a thief, stand there and watch his refrigerator being rolled away, then say, "You know, I remember when we used to have a refrigerator. One of these days, we'll have another one."
He is going to step in front of that thief and say, in no uncertain terms, "Where do you think you're going with my refrigerator? Get your hands off my property and get out of here!" He wouldn't be trying to get a refrigerator; he would be keeping the one he has.
So it is with healing. I am healed. When symptoms come, I just brace myself and tell the Devil, "Hold it right there, bud! In the name of Jesus Christ, that's as far as you go. You're not getting my health. I'm healed, and you're not going to steal my health! Get out of here—now!"
I've learned to do this where my money is concerned, too. Have you ever believed God for a hundred dollars to pay off a note? Then when you got it, the car broke down. You had to spend the hundred dollars to get it fixed—and you still didn't pay off the note.
Do you know why that sort of thing happens? Because the Devil is trying to steal our money. He's a thief. As Jesus said, he comes to steal, to kill, and to destroy. If he is a thief, we shouldn't be surprised that he tries to steal from us.
In this study I don't want to major on stealing. The message I have to share with you is not negative; it is positive. The only reason I mention Satan's stealing is to make us aware of his devices so we can recognize them and overcome them instead of letting them keep us from victory and success.
To defeat the Devil and live the abundant life, you need to know how Satan operates. The Apostle Paul said, "We're not ignorant of his devices, lest he get the advantage over us." (2 Cor.
2:11.) Satan has the advantage over people who don't understand how he operates. Once we are aware of his intentions and his methods, however, let's not major on them. Let's not major on the Devil or demons. Let's major on the victory that is ours in Christ Jesus.
Satan Steals the Word
But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions; Partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so used.
For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance.
Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise.
For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.
Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul.
Hebrews 10:32-39
Notice verse 32 once again: But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated (or enlightened NAS), ye endured a great fight of afflictions. You see, when you receive the Word, you are illuminated or enlightened. Psalm 119:130 says, The entrance of thy words giveth light. When the Word enters your heart, it gives light; you are illuminated and enlightened.
But did you also notice that once you receive the Word, the war is on? People have told me, "Dear God, I was doing all right until I got turned on to the Word." No, they weren't doing all right. They just thought they were.
But did you ever notice that after you get some Word in you, you have to stand in faith for that Word? Remember what Jesus said in Mark 4:15? He said that once the Word is sown in a man's heart, Satan comes immediately to take it away. Satan is a thief; he takes things away. Once the Word is sown, Satan "cometh immediately" to take it away.
The writer of Hebrews reminds them that after ye were illuminated (by the Word), ye endured a great fight of afflictions. In Mark 4:17 Jesus spoke of those who have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended.
Why did the affliction or persecution arise?
For the Word's sake!
Satan is after the Word in your heart. You are no threat to him until you get God's Word in your heart. Then you become dangerous to him. Why? Because the Word of God is the power of God. The Apostle Paul said, For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation .. (Rom. 1:16). When you get God's Word in your heart, you get God's power in your life. It's the power of God that stops Satan's operation, and he's clever enough to realize that.
You know, the Devil didn't bother me much before I got saved. Sure, he controlled my life, but he didn't have to worry about my getting healed or about my speaking in tongues. I hadn't heard about those things.
Before I found out what God's Word said about prosperity, I just figured, "You win a few; you lose a few. What will be, will be. If you're broke, you're broke; if you're not, you're not.
The rich get richer, and the poor get poorer.
That's just the way the cookie crumbles."
But then one day I discovered 3 John 2: Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth. The day I learned that, the light was turned on inside me. I was illuminated or enlightened. I had discovered that it was God's will that I prosper. So I prepared to prosper.
Then it seemed that my finances were attacked harder than ever before. And all I had done was to find one verse!
When I found out I had a right to prosper, what happened? My car blew up! That old clunker I was driving had over 100,000 miles on it. It was a total wreck. Before I went into the ministry, I was an auto body repairman. I had never owned a car that had not been "totaled out" first. Every car I had driven in my life had been wrecked and rebuilt.
The first car I owned was given to me by my dad. It was a 1929 Model A coupe that had been wrecked and reworked. I went from a '29 model to a '32 model to a '49 model, and so on.
All of them had been wrecked.
When I graduated from high school, I didn't want to be an accountant or a businessman or a lawyer. I wanted to be a "fender bender." My whole life was automobiles, and that was the career I wanted.
I was a hot-rodder. I love fast cars. Even when Carolyn and I married, I still drove clunkers. I put Carolyn in a '55 Chevy with a hot engine when she only knew how to drive a 6-cylinder. There were times that I would find her out on the road somewhere with the hood up, looking. She had no idea what to do to fix it.
She would just stand and look at the motor.
Then she started carrying a hammer around with her. When the car would break down, she would just start beating on the engine. But what should I have expected?
When I left the automotive business in 1969 and started preparing for the ministry, I was driving a '64 Oldsmobile 98 that was a wreck. I had paid $187.50 for it and rebuilt it. You couldn't tell by looking that it had been wrecked, but it had 100,000 miles on it when I bought it. The transmission slipped and the engine clattered. But it sure was pretty! After all, I was a body man, not a mechanic.
Then one night I found out that, as a child of God, I had a right to prosper. When that truth was revealed in my heart, Carolyn and I joined hands and prayed for abundance. We prayed: "Father, in the name of Jesus, Your Word says You desire that we prosper. Your Word says You open up Your hand and fulfill the desire of every living thing, that You supply all our need. We have need of a better automobile, so we believe we receive it."
Immediately after we prayed that prayer, our faith was tested.
A former employer called and asked me to come see him, so I drove my car to his place of business. As I was sharing my testimony with him, it was like the words of King Agrippa to Paul: Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian (Acts 26:28). That's how it was with this man.
Though I had captured him with my testimony, he wasn't quite ready to make a commitment.
But he was pleased with all the good things God was doing for me.
As we left his office together, he followed me to my car, and I sat in it telling him about the abundant life in Christ Jesus. Then I cranked it up and started to back out. Before I could get out the driveway, the thing blew up and caught on fire! What a wonderful testimony of the abundant life!
Satan came immediately to steal the Word.
The first thought I had was exactly what the Devil wanted me to think, This stuff doesn't work! Then I thought, If I was Oral Roberts, it would work, but I'm Jerry Savelle. It works for Kenneth Copeland, but I'm not Kenneth Copeland.
There I was, minding my own business, when my car blew up. Why? All I did was find out I had a right to prosper. You know, it seemed to me that Satan should have blown up God's chariot instead of my car. But the Devil blew up my car and put me out of commission.
They towed the thing to my house and set it in the carport. That was it; that was all I had to drive.
Now in a situation like that, what do you do? I wanted to take my Bible, throw it out the window—along with all those Kenneth Copeland tapes—and go back to beating fenders, drinking beer, smoking cigarettes, and going to hell!
But then I thought, Now, wait a minute. I've missed it somewhere. And that's when I found out in Mark, chapter 4, that Satan comes immediately to steal the Word. I discovered that affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake (v. 17).
You see, I thought it was a personal thing Satan had against me. It wasn't. He doesn't care anything about you or me. It's the Word in us that he hates and fears.
I heard Kenneth Copeland make a statement years ago and it went off in my heart.
He said, "The Devil doesn't care whether you live or die. In fact, it would please him if you would just die right now and go on to heaven.
Then you would be out of his way."
That's right. You're not much of a threat to Satan in heaven. You're out of the way then. It's while you're here on earth with the Word churning in your heart that you give the Devil fits.
You see, we've always had an image of the Devil going around giving us fits. He is a worthy opponent, and he does come to steal, to kill, and to destroy; but it's time the Body of Christ started giving him fits! It's time we rise up and take our rightful place. It's time we determine in our hearts that the Devil isn't going to steal the Word out of us, but that every time he intimidates us, we are going to intimidate him.
I found out that Satan will come to get the Word. He will try to steal the Word out of my heart. I learned that affliction and persecution arise for the Word's sake. I discovered that I had received a revelation from God, and that revelation made me dangerous. You can see that it was to Satan's advantage to attack me immediately, to do anything he could to cripple me financially so I would begin to think, This just doesn't work.
It was Satan's idea that I throw my Bible out the window. It was his suggestion that I go back to being just one of those "normal" Christians, careful not to get too far off into this "faith stuff."
For the Word's Sake
Let's look at what Paul says again: After ye were illuminated (or enlightened), ye endured a great fight of afflictions. He is telling us here what Jesus said: that afflictions come for the Word's sake. After you have received revelation from the Word of God, the fight is on. You are engaged in warfare.
Now I'm not saying this to frighten you. I'm not emphasizing this fact so you will walk around thinking, Oh, my God, what am I going to do when the afflictions come? I am simply making you aware that we have an enemy, an enemy that will oppose us.
God tells us in His Word that His people are destroyed because of a lack of knowledge.
(Hos. 4:6.) If you don't know how the Devil operates, then you'll be one of those who blame God for what the Devil is doing. You need to know that God is not sending those trials to teach you a lesson. God is not killing your cattle, or wrecking your vehicles, or striking your family with disease "to teach you something."
When the Devil cut off my baby's fingers in 1969, Christians actually told me God did that to teach me something. But I don't serve a God Who cuts off a baby's fingers to teach lessons. If He wanted to teach me something, why didn't He cut off my fingers? I used to serve a god like that—the Devil—but I got delivered from his power. Now I serve a God of love. My God is a deliverer, not a destroyer.
Someone may ask, "Don't you believe in the wrath of God?" I certainly do, but I'll never experience it because I'm His child. If you are God's child, you won't experience His wrath either. His wrath is reserved for His enemies, not for His own children.
A Public Spectacle
... after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions;
Partly, whilst ye were made a gazing- stock both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so used.
Hebrews 10:32,33
Do you know what a gazingstock is? The Twentieth Century New Testament translates it as "a public spectacle."
Since you made a decision to live by God's Word, have you ever felt like you suddenly became a public spectacle? Does it sometimes seem that everybody is watching you—that you're on trial and you'd better perform?
Many times a wife will get turned on to the Word before her husband. He just stands by scowling and thinking, I don't know if this stuff works or not. We'll just see. If she gets that new refrigerator by faith, then I'll believe. He has put his wife and God's Word on trial.
Before I got turned on to God, Carolyn would ask me to go to church with her. I didn't like church, I didn't like preachers, and I didn't care who knew it!
When Kenneth Copeland came to town for a series of meetings, she begged me to go with her. "Jerry, please go. I promise you, this man's not like all the rest."
"Carolyn, you told me the same thing about the last 17 preachers, and you lied 17 times! I'm not going to hear this Copeland fellow."
So she went by herself. When she came home from those meetings, I could tell something was different about her, but I wouldn't let her know it. She would say, "Jerry, please, just come to one meeting and see for yourself."
"Carolyn, I did that the last time. Every timeI go, you have told the preacher about me, so he picks me out of the audience and tells me things I don't want to hear."
She said, "I've never told those preachers anything about you!"
"You had to. How else would they know those things?" (At that time, I had no knowledge of spiritual gifts, so all I could think was that Carolyn had told them about me.) It never failed. It happened in every meeting I would go to. It was as if I were waving a red flag. As soon as the preacher finished his sermon, he would pick me out of the congregation, call me up front, and tell me what all the others had told me: "You're going to preach."
I was convinced that Carolyn was putting them up to it. I would storm out of that church, saying, "I'm never going back. Those guys are crazy. I'm not preaching, and you're not getting me in that church again!"
But during Copeland's meeting, she became a new woman. I knew something had happened to her. She had received the Word and been delivered of that religious spirit she had been bound up in. She begged me again,
"Jerry, this is the last service. Please go with me." Finally, she talked me into going.
I sat on the last row with my mind made up that I wasn't going to listen to anything this guy had to say. But for the first time, my wife had told the truth. Kenneth Copeland wasn't like the rest of them. I had never seen anyone like him. I thought he was a smart aleck at first.
The first thing he did shocked me. After the choir had sung for a while, he got up and said,
"All those songs you people sang tonight were embalmed with unbelief."
I thought to myself, How can he say such a thing? But, you know, he was right!
Then the next thing he said was, "Where's Brother Herb?"
Someone answered, "He's at home."
Copeland boomed, "At home? I told you to have him in the service tonight! God's going to heal him. Go get him!"
About three guys jumped out of their seats and left. Then Copeland turned to the congregation and said, "Open your Bibles," and he started preaching.
Well, he got my attention. I didn't intend to listen, but I couldn't help it after that. I didn't know what the guy was going to do next.
Boy, could he preach! The title of the sermon was "The Word of Faith." I never will forget it. He preached about how David took faith in his covenant with God and slew Goliath. Just as he had reached the part where Goliath is beheaded, in walk these three guys carrying some fellow like a baby. They put him down about three rows in front of me, and I could see that he was paralyzed from the neck down.
As soon as they had let go of the man, Brother Copeland jumped off the platform, ran up to him, pointed his finger at him, and said,
"You devil, come out of him in the name of Jesus!"
He grabbed him by the hand, jerked him off the pew, and ran around the church with him.
That man took off and outran Brother Copeland!
Needless to say, from then on Kenneth Copeland had my undivided attention. What really got my attention was his honesty and boldness. For the first time in my life, I saw a preacher who made no apologies for being a Christian. He wasn't a smart aleck; he was just very bold in what he believed and dared act on it.
The message he preached changed my life.
At three o'clock one morning, I made Jesus Christ the Lord of my life, got filled with the Holy Ghost, and accepted the call to the ministry.
Then I started studying the Word. That's when the Devil came at me from every angle. I felt like a public spectacle—that all the people who had been praying for me were standing back, hoping I'd fail.
Have you ever felt that way? Has it ever seemed to you that some of your closest friends, some of the people you grew up with in the Lord, were just standing back, thinking, When he doesn't get the car he's believing for, then it'll prove that faith stuff doesn't work?
Satan doesn't play fair. Paul says you are made a gazingstock—a public spectacle.
The Word Produces Joy
For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods ....
Hebrews 10:34
... took joyfully the spoiling of your goods. This is the phrase God used to get my attention concerning this subject. We had just concluded the annual board of directors meeting of our ministry. Board members had come from throughout the United States, and we had been together for a weekend, discussing the affairs of the ministry and fellowshipping together. It was a great time in the Lord.
After they had left, I was up late that night.
About one o'clock in the morning as I was meditating the Word, I started reading this passage. Suddenly, that phrase captured my attention: took joyfully the spoiling of your goods. I thought, Lord, are You saying these people actually took joyfully the spoiling of their goods? That's unheard of.
You see, the word spoil means "to seize, to snatch away, to capture, to take captive." Can you imagine anyone being joyful about losing his goods to the Devil? As I studied this, the Spirit of God began to run scriptures across my mind. In a little while I was so excited I couldn't go to bed. God began to teach me how to get back into my possession all the things Satan had stolen from me.
This is what the Lord told me: "Son, when you receive the Word, Satan comes immediately to steal that Word. Do you realize what the Word actually produces?"
The Word produces many things. In the 15th chapter of John, Jesus was talking about the power of prayer. He said, If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you (v. 7).
Now that's good news, isn't it? If the Word of God abides in you and you abide in Christ, you can ask whatever you will and it will be done for you by the Father in heaven. Jesus goes on to talk about how God is glorified when we bear much fruit. (v. 8.) The last thing He says is this: These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full (v. 11).
The Lord said to me: "When I speak, My words produce joy. My Word is good news, and good news always produces joy."
It is good news to know that you can ask the Father whatever you will and He will give it to you, if you are abiding in Him and His words are abiding in you.
In the 16th chapter of John, Jesus told His disciples: Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may he full (v. 24). In other words, He is saying, "You're not going to have to get things secondhand anymore. You're going to have the same kind of standing with God that I do." He was telling us,
"My name carries weight with the Father; and whatever you ask Him in My name, He will give you so that your joy will be full."
Jesus said that the Word produces joy.
When I found out I was healed by the stripes of Jesus, I got joyful. When I learned that I have a right to prosper, I got joyful. When I discovered that if I am a tither, God will open the windows of heaven and flood me with His blessings, I got joyful. God's Word produces joy!
Jesus said that when the Devil comes to steal the Word, not only is he trying to get the Word, he is trying to steal your joy. If the Word is in you and the Word produces joy, then Satan can steal your joy by getting the Word out of you.
As long as things are going well, it's not hard to be joyful. In an atmosphere where there is the anointing of God, the peace of God, and the liberty of the Holy Spirit, it is no problem to worship the Lord. But then a crisis arises.
Things get troubled and everything starts going contrary to what the Word says. When that happens, there is an opportunity for your joy to be stolen from you. This is when the test comes.
Faith is not tested in church; it's tested in a crunch!
Here is what the Lord told me. Remember this phrase: "Son, if Satan can't steal your joy, he can't keep your goods."
Satan Wants to Steal our Joy
Now notice again what Paul said about the Hebrews: Even though Satan had stolen their goods, they had taken joyfully the spoiling of those goods. The important thing was not that Satan had stolen from them; it was their attitude about his thievery.
Satan is a thief by nature. He will try to steal the Word right out of your heart. He will try to steal your finances, your health, your kids, anything he can, to get you discouraged, sidetracked, and defeated. But if Satan can't get your joy, he can't totally defeat you. He can strip you of everything you own, but if he can't get your joy, he can't win!
You can't beat a joyful believer. The Bible says, The joy of the Lord is your strength (Neh. 8:10).
If Satan were able to strip you of every earthly possession, every material blessing, you would still have the victory because you have the joy of the Lord inside you and that joy will strengthen you. If Satan can't get your joy, he can't keep what he has stolen. He will have to give it back!
I'm going to show you how this works. I'm going to give you the Word to prove it. Then I'm going to share with you a testimony from my own experience.
In 1 Thessalonians 1:6 we read: And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost. Notice these words: . . having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost. Note the progression here.
First the Word, then affliction, then joy!
These people received the Word gladly.
Then the Devil came to get that Word, but his afflictions only led to joy. Satan could steal their possessions, their worldly goods, but he couldn't steal their joy—and without their joy, he couldn't keep their goods!
The Apostle Paul tells us in his writings to Timothy to fight the good fight of faith. (1 Tim. 6:12.)
Even though the Devil may be trying his best to steal everything you have, you are still capable of fighting the fight of faith as long as you have joy. Many Christians get sidetracked because, at the first symptom of lack, they lose their joy.
To them, it's "I've got the victory" in the morning. But because of some mishap that day, it's "I lost the victory" that evening! Some people are on the mountain in the morning and in the valley by nightfall! When you find believers who are joyful whatever the ircumstances may be, then you have found some winners. You can't beat a believer who is joyful.
Remember what James said: My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations [testings, trials] (James 1:2). I used to read that and think it had to be a misprint. God couldn't have said, "Count it all joy when you are tempted, tested, and tried."
I thought, Lord, surely You didn't expect me to be full of joy when the Devil blew up my car!
He said, "No, I'm not telling you to do anything so foolish as to give thanks for the trial. I am telling you not to let anything get your joy. Son, as long as you have your joy, you're still in the game, you're still undefeated."
Now I want to share a couple of things just the way the Lord shared them with me. Satan loves to put you on trial and make a public spectacle of you because you have made a decision to stand on the Word of God. His plan is to create so much pressure around you that you will fold up and quit. Since he is a thief by nature, he will do his utmost to steal your material goods, so that you will become discouraged. But even if he has your money and your material possessions, you can still be the winner as long as you have the Word in your heart.
When these things happen, if you'll resolve in your own mind, This situation doesn't alter the Word one bit, and if you will stay on that Word, then the situation has to change, because the Word won't! It doesn't make any difference what happens to you, the Word never changes.
As long as you have the Word in your heart, you will still have joy—and that joy will cause everything you've lost to be restored to you in full!
You can't praise God and be discouraged at the same time. You can't offer joy—the sacrifice of joy, the sacrifice of praise, the sacrifice of thanksgiving—and be discouraged simultaneously. You may be discouraged; but once you begin to offer a sacrifice of joy, it won't be a sacrifice anymore.
Then it becomes an act of your will.
Satan is after your joy—and he doesn't care what evil tactic he has to use to get it. If you've never realized this before, learn now: Satan wants your joy! Why? Very simple. The Word produces joy. If he can get the Word out of your heart, he can stop that flow of joy. Once he gets your joy, he has you and everything you possess. If he can capture your joy, he has defeated you.
But Jesus said, Your joy no man taketh from you (John 16:22). If no man can take it, then neither can the Devil—unless you allow it.
Instead of giving up when Satan tries to spoil your goods and steal from you, you need to give voice to joy.
Give Voice to Joy
God has promised to do certain things for people who will not allow their joy to be stolen.
Perhaps you believed God for a beautiful new car only to have it demolished a few weeks later by a drunken driver. Or you may have bought a new dress or suit for a vacation trip only to have it stolen from your hotel room.
When these things happen, what is your reaction? Do you get discouraged? Do you ask yourself why God would give you something only to turn around and take it from you? He didn't; the Devil did! Satan doesn't care what he has to create in order to steal from you.
There have been several times that I had need of a certain amount of money, so I believed God for it. But as soon as I got that money, something went wrong. The refrigerator quit, the car broke down, or some other unexpected expense came up. Before I could use the money I had believed God for, some emergency expense would eat it up. I got so tired of needing money all the time! The Devil was stealing from us, trying to harass and torment us, and keep us on the run.
Many times such harassment will cause us to become discouraged and lose our joy. But, friend, I'm going to tell you again: If Satan can't get your joy, he can't defeat you. Not only that, you're going to get back all that was stolen from you!
Instead of getting discouraged and giving up, you should give voice to joy. Did you know that joy has a voice? Well, it does! Let's look at Jeremiah 33:11:
The voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the voice of them that shall say, Praise the Lord of hosts: for the Lord is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: and of them that shall bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the Lord.
For I will cause to return the captivity of the land, as at the first, saith the Lord.
The New American Standard Bible says: "For I will restore the fortunes of the land as they were at first."
Do you know what "the fortunes of the land" are? Your possessions—your goods. In other words, God is saying, "You took joyfully the spoiling of your goods. Now I will restore them to you in full!"
Satan had stolen from these people something that was theirs—their land, their goods, their property—yet they remained joyful. They would not let him steal their joy.
Here God is saying if they will give voice to that joy and not let Satan steal it from them, He will return the captivity of their land and possessions.
As long as joy is still going forth out our mouths, God promises to get back our stolen goods for us! That is good news!
Sevenfold Return
However, that is not the end of it. This is the part that turns me on. God told me, "Son, if the Devil can't get your joy, he can't hold on to your possessions. If he can't get your joy, he can't keep your goods. I will return them. I've even made provision in My Word to see that it comes back sevenfold."
You know, when the Devil has to start paying back seven times over, he will quit stealing from you. Proverbs 6:30,31 says: Men do not despise a thief, if he steal to satisfy his soul when he is hungry; But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold; he shall give all the substance of his house.
God wants us in the flood stage. He wants blessings coming to us both ways—a hundredfold return on everything we give and a sevenfold return on everything the Devil takes from us. I don't know about you, but to me that is cause for joy!
God says, "If a thief be found . . . . If you find him (catch him stealing from you), he shall restore to you sevenfold what he has stolen and give all the substance of his house.
Well, I want you to know, I've found that rat! I know who and what he is!
I believe for the hundredfold return on my giving for the Gospel's sake. I believe for the windows of heaven to be opened to me because I am a tither. I also believe I have coming to me a sevenfold return on everything the Devil has stolen from me. I began to recall all the things Satan has stolen from me; then I told him,
"Devil, you are a thief and you've stolen from me. Now give it back, all of it—sevenfold!" He started getting it back to me.
The testimony I am about to share is in no way meant to boast or brag on me and my faith.
It is meant as a testimony to the Word of God and to His faithfulness. It's one thing to preach; it's another thing to live what you preach and preach what you live.
Once the Devil stole $3,000 from me. This is how it happened. We bought a home that was set on an acre of land. It had been an old estate, and there were over thirty trees on it. Carolyn had always wanted this old house so she could restore it. Finally we sold the new home we had built and bought this beautiful old place.
It had been lovely at one time. There was a fish pond, fountains, and extensive grounds.
When new, it had been beautifully landscaped; but it had not been taken care of. To get it back into shape would be quite a job.
The trees and shrubs had not been cared for in a long while. Then we discovered that the trees were dying. Since the trees were one of the main reasons we had bought the place, we called a man to come out and see what was causing the problem.
The man looked them over and told Carolyn that five different kinds of insects were eating them up. When asked for an estimate on the cost, he figured it up and said it would be about $500. So Carolyn okayed the job.
When he had finished treating the trees, he said, ''You really need to have these trees trimmed. They haven't been taken care of in a long time."
When she asked him how much this would cost, he told her the whole job would probably be around $5,000. When she came to me about it later, I said, "There are other things we need to do besides spending $5,000 on trees." We were restoring the entire house, replacing the carpets, drapes, etc., and I couldn't see spending that kind of money on trees. Besides, we really didn't have the extra money.
We told the man no, but that maybe we would check with him about it later. So he left.
After that, Carolyn and I took the girls and went to Florida for a meeting. When we came home and drove up to the house, there were trucks parked in front. The next day when I came home from the office, men were in the trees with a machine that was chewing up all of those huge tree limbs. The man we had talked to was standing there with a clipboard in his hand, supervising the operation.
I walked over to him and said, "What are you doing?"
"Trimming your trees."
"Who told you to trim my trees?"
"I thought you wanted them trimmed."
I said, "I told you I didn't want them trimmed, at least not now."
"Well, I thought you did."
"No, I didn't give you permission to do it. We signed a contract on the first job, but not on this. Get those men out of my trees."
He said, "I've already completed $3,000 worth of work. You owe me that much."
"No, I don't! I didn't give you permission to do this job, and you know it." I could tell that in just a little bit I was going to lose my joy. (I had a strong urge to sin, then get forgiveness later!) My first reaction was, I'm not paying $3,000.
I'll just talk to my attorney. I knew my attorney would tell me not to pay. If I took him to court, I would win because there was no contract. I had the guy dead to rights, and I knew it.
But then a scripture came up inside me: Walk in love (Eph. 5:2). Next, I heard this question: "What would Jesus do?" Immediately, I could see Jesus with a whip in His hand, running the moneychangers out of the temple.
(John 2:15.) I thought, Where's my whip? I was ready to beat this guy.
"No," the Holy Spirit said, "that's a different situation."
"But, Lord," I said, "why do I have to walk in love when I didn't start this? Tell him to walk in love."
The Lord answered, "He doesn't know anything about love."
"Then please explain to me, Lord, exactly what You mean by walking in love in this situation."
"Pay the man."
"But, Lord, I don't have the extra $3,000 to pay this."
"I didn't say anything about extra. I said to pay him."
"But, Lord, I have that money set aside for something else."
"Pay him. Love never fails. I'll get it back to you."
To be honest with you, I didn't want to do it. I wanted to fight. But I went into the house and talked to Carolyn about it. "What are we going to do, Carolyn?"
"Well, God is telling me to walk in love."
"You too, huh? Okay, where's the checkbook?"
You can tell by my attitude that there was very little love in what I was doing. Sometimes, you know, we have to walk in love by faith.
I was complaining while I wrote the check.
Then the Lord asked me, "You do want this back, don't you?"
"I sure do."
"Then you'd better change your attitude."
So I swallowed hard. Then Carolyn and I joined hands and prayed: "Father, in the name of Jesus, we're going to walk in love in this situation. We're going to give the man the $3,000."
Then the Lord reminded me that the thief has to repay sevenfold. He said, "Satan stole that money from you, but love never fails.
Don't let this steal your joy. Right now, I want you to lay hold on the sevenfold return."
So with joy, I gave the man my check for $3,000.
Later as I was driving to the office, I told the Devil, "You're going to give back that money sevenfold, in the name of Jesus!"
As time went by, I would think about it occasionally and say, "Satan, you're going to pay back that money sevenfold." But gradually I just forgot about it.
Then one morning the Lord revealed to me this scripture about taking joyfully the spoiling of our goods. Suddenly I remembered that incident. I said, "Devil, you remember that $3,000 you stole from me on those trees? In the name of Jesus, I demand that you get it back to me sevenfold! You're not stealing my joy and you can't keep my goods!"
A few days later as I was relaxing at home, the telephone rang. It was a man I had met a couple of weeks before. He said, "God spoke to my wife and me last week and told us to do something. I've flown here to Fort Worth to obey the Lord. If possible, I'd like for you to have breakfast with me in the morning so I can talk with you."
The next morning I met him at the airport for breakfast. While we were talking and fellowshipping, he said, "God spoke to me about $3,000 the Devil stole from you. My wife and I have been instructed of the Lord to give it back to you sevenfold."
Then he reached into his pocket and handed me an envelope. It contained $21,000 in cash!
Now most of the money given to us goes into the ministry, and we are paid a salary just like everybody else. But this man said, "This doesn't go to your ministry. God dealt with us about giving it to you and your wife personally. The Devil stole $3,000 from you personally, and this is that money returned to you seven times over.
Use it any way you want." Then he casually commented, "You might want to put it on your house." That was exactly what we were believing God for.
Since then, Carolyn and I have been working on the Devil to give back all he has stolen from us—and he has been bringing it in sevenfold!
If Satan can't steal your joy, he can't keep your goods. Do you believe that? If you do, it's time to take your stand and get back your goods. The Devil has tried his best to steal your finances, your material possessions, and your joy. But if you have the spiritual audacity to stand on the authority of God's Word and not let him get your joy, he can't rob you. No matter what he tries to steal, don't let him get your joy.
Even if he does get your finances or any of your material possessions, it's only temporary; he can't keep them if he can't get your joy.
With this bit of information there is no reason for a Christian to ever get down. When Satan comes against a child of God, all he does is create more trouble for himself. God has made provision for us both ways. We give— and there's a return on it. Satan steals from us— and there's a return on that, too!
Think for a moment of all the things Satan has stolen from you since you have been a Christian. Start now to expose him and his thievery. Rebuke him in the name of Jesus Christ. On the authority of God's Word, order him to return sevenfold everything he has unlawfully taken from you. You have that right!
How To Pray
Pray this prayer right now out loud:
"Heavenly Father, by the authority of Your Word, You said that whatever I bind on earth is bound in heaven and whatever I loose on earth is loosed in heaven.
"Satan, I bind you. I bind the principalities and the powers. I bind every demon spirit that has been assigned against me and my family to steal from us, to rob us of our goods and of our joy. I bind you, evil spirits, and I bind you, thief, in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.
"Satan, you are a thief and you've been found.
In the name of Jesus, I command you to return to me sevenfold everything you've stolen from me. I loose all my goods, in Jesus' name, to come back to me sevenfold according to God's Word.
"Thank You, Father, for restoring to me seven times over all that is rightfully mine. I receive it, Lord. I thank You and praise You for it, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen."
... He Can't Defeat You
2
Jesus has told us that joy is a product of the spoken Word. In the fourth chapter of Mark He said that once the Word is sown in a man's heart, Satan comes immediately to take it away.
The New American Standard Bible translates Matthew's version of this statement this way :
" . . . the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart" (Matt. 13:19). Why?
Because the Word of God produces joy in the heart.
As long as you have the Word in your heart, you will have joy in your heart. Then no matter what the Devil does, he can't totally defeat you.
The Devil knows that the most advantageous time to try to steal the Word from you is right after you've received it. He knows better than to wait until you've spent time in meditation and fellowship with God so that the Word has become deeply rooted in your heart and has become a revelation to you.
The Word Is Vital
Philippians 4:19 is as real to me as my own right arm—and as useful. It became a part of me many years ago when it looked as if there was no way I would get my needs met. But I began confessing that verse: "My God supplies all my need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus."
At times, I would wake up at night in a cold sweat with the Devil saying, "You're going to fail. You're going to lose everything you own.
There's no way you can overcome."
I would jump out of bed and start walking the floor, saying over and over again: "My God supplies all my need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus." Sometimes the pressure would be so strong I wanted to shout, so I would go out into the yard and scream: "My God supplies all my need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus!"
Then one day I no longer had to say that scripture to convince myself it was so. It suddenly dropped down into my heart and stuck there! Once I had taken hold of that truth, you couldn't have pried it out of me with a crowbar!
Whenever a need arose, I would say with confidence and faith: "My God supplies my every need. My God supplies my every need."
And He did!
Be of Good Cheer
Obviously it is to Satan's advantage to attack when you first hear the Word and try to snatch it away through some kind of adversity.
That's his plan. If he can create enough pressure and adversity, you will be tempted to fall prey to that adversity and become discouraged.
Many times in the Old Testament God told His people, "Be of good courage. Be not dismayed. Fear not." The phrase, "Be of good courage," isn't used often in the New Testament. Jesus said it this way: "Be of good cheer."
In John 16:33 Jesus said, In the world ye shall have tribulation . . Some people stop reading here and think we are supposed to have tribulation all the time. But Jesus hadn't finished talking. He said, In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world (John 16:33). Don't read, In the world ye shall have tribulation, and then close the book. If you do, you'll identify with the wrong part of the verse—the tribulation and adversity.
Psalm 34:19 says, Many are the afflictions of the righteous . . People stop reading there and say, "Yes, many are the afflictions of the righteous; and, dear God, I'm afflicted!" But the Psalmist didn't stop there. He said, Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the Lord delivereth him out of them all (Ps. 34:19). This is what the Psalmist actually said. It paints a different picture, doesn't it?
When reading portions of Scripture, you should read the entire context to avoid identifying with the wrong thing. Jesus said, Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. That's the part we should identify with. Be of good cheer!
Why do we have cheerleaders in our schools? To provoke the people, to generate enthusiasm, to inject life and energy into the players.
Suppose cheerleaders led a cheer like this:
"Give me a D!
Give me an E!
Give me an F!
Give me an E!
Give me an A!
Give me a T!
What's that spell? DEFEAT!''
That's not a good cheer. Our cheerleaders don't do that. They yell out:
“Give me a V!
Give me an I!
Give me a C!
Give me a T!
Give me an O!
Give me an R!
Give me a Y!
What's that spell? VICTORY!"
That kind of cheer will get the fans and players excited.
Well, I've found out that I can cheer myself on. Sometimes when the Devil tries to inject me with discouragement and rob me of my joy, I'll lead myself in a cheer: "Jerry, get ready! Give me a J! Give me an E! Give me an S! Give me a U! Give me an S! What's that spell? JESUS!
What does that mean? Victory!" If someone were to hear me, they might think I was nuts, but I'm not nuts—I'm of good cheer!
Satan is out to get your joy. If he can get it, he will totally defeat you. He'll create situations so he can spoil your goods and snatch them away. But, as we have seen, as long as he can't get your joy, he can't keep your goods and he can't defeat you. So be of good cheer!
Praising God for Deliverance
Let's look at Hebrews 10:32-34 again, this time in the New American Standard Bible:
"But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great conflict of sufferings, partly, by being made a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers with those who were so treated. For you showed sympathy [or compassion] to the prisoners, and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property."
The King James Version says, For ye ... took joyfully the spoiling of your goods (v. 34). Notice again that Satan had come in and spoiled these people's goods. But this says their attitude was not one of sorrow or depression, but rather of joy.
Now that doesn't mean they said, "Praise the Lord, the Devil just stole our car. Praise the Lord, I've got cancer." No!
A few years ago a certain teaching became popular. Some folks were preaching that Christians ought to praise God for every bad thing that happens because "this is the will of God concerning you." That's not what God said.
In 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 He does say: Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing.
In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.
This doesn't say to praise God for evil things. God isn't the evil doer. Why should we thank God for something which doesn't come from Him?
People would say things like, "Praise God that you have cancer because that's His will.
Praise God because your husband is an alcoholic and your children are on drugs because praise stops the avenger."
Praise does stop the avenger, but God didn't tell us to praise Him for problems. He said to give thanks "in every thing," not "for every thing." We should praise God in the midst of our problems. But we're not praising Him for the problem; we're praising Him for deliverance from the problem! He isn't the god of the problem; He's the God of deliverance.
Whenever you praise God for a problem, the "god" of the problem—Satan—is getting your praise. If you say, "I just praise God for my cancer," the god of cancer gets the praise. That means Satan is finally in the position he has been trying to attain since iniquity was found in him. He has always sought to exalt himself above the most High God. He wants praise. He wants the praise of God's people. The only way he can get it is to deceive them into thinking God is the one who is giving them heart trouble, cancer, and all the other diabolical things that have been authored by the Devil.
No, God isn't saying, "Praise Me for adversity." He is saying, "Praise Me in all things, in every kind of situation. Don't let the Devil get your joy. If you will praise Me in all things, I'll deliver you from them and see that you are set free because praise stops the avenger."
No Man Can Take Your Joy
Satan is a thief. When he creates attacks against you, it is to steal something from you.
His ultimate motive is to get the joy in your heart. But Jesus said, Your joy no man taketh from you (John 16:22). I want to add something to that. The Scriptures will bear me out. If man can't take your joy, neither can the Devil—not unless you allow it.
No one can take your joy from you. No matter how bad things get, if you will continue to rejoice, your joy cannot be taken away. The only way you can lose it is by an act of your will. You have to willfully give it up.
This is very important. The Devil can't take your joy from you, but what he can do is create enough pressure around you until you willfully give it up. If you fall for his deception and give up your joy, then he has totally defeated you.
Without joy, which comes from the Word of God, you have no foundation to stand on. You become open game for the enemy.
Always remember this: Satan may come against you, but he can't defeat you unless you let him. He may try to take your car, your finances, or the life of a loved one. But until he gets your joy, he can't defeat you. As long as you're still praising God and still have a joyful heart, the game isn't over.
We have already seen that if Satan can't get your joy, he can't keep what he has stolen from you. We also saw in Proverbs 6:30,31 that if a thief is found out, he must restore sevenfold.
We have the right to claim a sevenfold return on anything the Devil steals from us.
Then Jeremiah 33:11 taught us about the voice of joy, that to those who shall bring the sacrifice of praise, God has promised to cause to return the captivity of the land. God has promised that regardless of what adversity we encounter, He will cause to be returned to us everything that has been wrongfully taken by the enemy—
if we will not lose our joy, but continue to praise Him.
That is good news! I have made a quality decision that I will not let anything rob me of my joy. I have ample opportunity to fail daily.
Each glorious new dawn brings new opportunity to fold up and quit. But, thank God, I'm not going to quit, regardless of what the day may bring. I refuse to let anything get my joy. As long as I have joy, it doesn't make any difference what Satan does, he can't defeat me. I'm still in the game.
But not only does each new day bring new opportunity to fail, it also brings new opportunity to succeed! Each new day brings another turn at bat. I'm friends with the Umpire. The Umpire is the Judge of all the earth and He will do what is right. He is God.
As Kenneth Copeland says, "Don't play nine-inning ball games; play until you win."
Stay in the game until you emerge victorious, no matter how long that may take. If Satan gives you any lip about it, take the sword of the Spirit as a bat and bust him in the head.
Your Father will support you—He's the Umpire.
The best part is that the Devil doesn't get a turn at bat! Jesus pitched a no-hitter against that rat many years ago. He took the bat away from him, busted Him in the head with it, and threw him out of the game. He took the enemy's armor, stripped him of his authority, took from him the keys of death, hell, and the grave, and triumphed over him completely!
That was the last time Satan got to bat. Since then the only time he can bat is when he deceives you into letting him take your turn. If you're like most Christians, you have been throwing the ball to him year after year, and letting him beat you all over the park.
Some people complain about how rough "the game of life" is. They drop their heads and moan that they don't have a chance in life, that they already have "two strikes against them."
Friend, it doesn't matter if there are three strikes against you, you're not out! The Umpire is your Father and He makes the rules of this game. You can stay at bat until you hit the ball!
How can you lose in a game like that?
Overcome Evil with Good
You know, sometimes it is difficult to stand your ground and make the opponent play the game the way you want it played. But it can be done. It just takes determination, an all-out commitment on your part.
I remember one time I made a decision, and it turned out to be one of the hardest decisions I've ever had to back up. You know, when you make a decision to do something, you get an opportunity to act on it. Have you ever decided that you were going to take control over your mouth, that you were only going to use it to bless others? Then some unlovely Christian crossed your path. You got an opportunity right away to back up that commitment, didn't you?
I once made a decision that I wasn't going to retaliate when evil was done to me, that I wasn't going to repay evil with evil. The Bible says, Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good (Rom. 12:21). I decided that when people did me wrong, I would not retaliate by doing them wrong—that, come what may, I was going to walk in love. Well, before nightfall I had an opportunity to back up my decision.
That was one of the hardest decisions I have ever had to stand by.
The Devil doesn't know how to handle a person who keeps rejoicing in the face of destruction.
Let me give you an example. Take the Apostle Paul. In 2 Corinthians 12:7 he said that a messenger of Satan had been sent to buffet him. In chapter 11 he listed many things the Devil had tried to do to keep him from preaching the Gospel: shipwreck, stonings, beatings, perils of robbers, perils in his journeys, perils of his own countrymen, weariness, painfulness, hunger, thirst, cold, nakedness. (vv. 25-27.) He talked about every hard thing the Devil had thrown at him to try to make him give up and quit.
These were no lightweight things the Apostle Paul endured—stonings, shipwreck, being left for dead, beatings, imprisonment. He suffered all these things for the Gospel's sake.
Paul had to contend with more than just a headache and a runny nose! The Devil was out to destroy him. Then in 2 Corinthians 4:17 Paul had the audacity to refer to all these things as our light affliction!
Don't you know it was hard on the Devil, after firing his best shots, to hear Paul shrug them off and report to the Corinthians that he had met the enemy and had only encountered
"light resistance"? It's hard on Satan when he thinks he has maneuvered and manipulated things, creating pressure and adversity to wipe you out, and you keep rejoicing. He doesn't know how to handle that.
The Power of Praise
Do you remember what the leaders of God's people in the Old Testament did when outnumbered by the enemy? Many times the man in charge would seek God and call a solemn fast. All the people would then seek God for guidance, and He would deliver them despite the seeming hopelessness of their situation.
King Jehoshaphat did this once. (2 Chron. 20:14-25.) He called a solemn fast when Judah was surrounded by a huge army that outnumbered them and threatened to destroy them. The people fasted, prayed, and sought God about how to handle the situation. The Spirit of God moved upon one of the men in the congregation and he began to speak. Through him the Lord instructed Jehoshaphat, "Send your singers out ahead of the army. Have them shout with a loud voice, Praise the Lord; for his mercy endureth for ever!" (v. 21.) God didn't choose His skilled swordsmen, the mighty men of battle, to lead His forces. He chose the praisers and put them out on the front line. Those people began to march out against the enemy who outnumbered them. As they walked to face the enemy, they began to sing and shout, to lift their voices in one accord:
"Praise the Lord! For His mercy endures forever! Praise ye the Lord!"
Now that has to be hard on the enemy who knows he outnumbers Judah and assumes they are afraid and shaking in their boots; then all of a sudden they come marching against him with head held high, shouting praises to God. That enemy didn't know how to react to this unexpected show of force and spirit. In their confusion they actually turned on each other and began to fight and kill their own men. Then God's people just walked in and gathered up the spoil that was left after the enemy had routed itself. There was so much spoil that it took three days to gather up all of it. (v. 25.) You can't defeat praisers. You can't defeat one who is quick to praise God.
Do you know what the word Judah means?
It means "praise." Jesus came from the tribe of Judah. We're joint-heirs with Jesus, so that means we are of the tribe of Judah also. We are praisers, and a praiser can't be defeated.
God has told us through the Apostle Paul, Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice (Phil. 4:4). He also said, The joy of the Lord is your strength (Neh. 8:10). In 1 Thessalonians 5:18
He tells us, In every thing give thanks. The Psalmist writes: O clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the voice of triumph (Ps. 47:1); Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous (Ps. 33:1); Praise ye the Lord (Ps. 146:1; 147:1; 148:1; 149:1; 150:1).
The Bible doesn't tell us all these things about rejoicing, giving thanks, and praising God for nothing. There is strength in praise!
There is strength in rejoicing! There is strength in thanksgiving! The Devil doesn't know what to do when he has launched an attack against you, and you keep praising the Lord.
The Power of Laughter
God says that joy has a voice. One of the ways you can release joy is through laughter.
You know, many of God's people don't know how to laugh. One of the things that kept me out of Christianity for so long was Christians—those long-faced, poor-me, sad sacks who called themselves "children of light"
and went around looking like death. They were trying to convince me to be like them, but I didn't want any part of something that made you look like that!
Christians need to learn how to laugh. In the past we've had the mistaken idea that to be a Christian you were supposed to be so "holy and spiritual" that you never smiled.
Since I became a Christian, I've never had so much fun in my life! I never had this much fun and enjoyment in life before I became a believer. I have found more to laugh about since I came to God than I ever did when I was still under bondage to Satan. Who do you think is happier, livelier, and more joyously cheerful: the slave or the free man?
As a kid growing up, it was my nature to be humorous. I enjoyed making people laugh.
There was just a funny side to me, and I always had the ability to come up with something funny at a moment when something funny needed to be said. One of the reasons I didn't want to go into the ministry was all of the preachers I saw. They looked like the last time they had had any fun was the day before they got born again.
I thought, Dear Lord, You mean to tell me if I become a Christian, if I become a minister, that everything has to be solemn and serious? Will I have to go around with a long face and never have any joy or fun anymore? That didn't appeal to me at all.
But in the Bible it talked about joy, about rejoicing, about laughter. It talked about being of good cheer. My Bible told me not to fear or be dismayed or have worried thoughts about anything. Jesus said, Take no thought for your life (Matt. 6:25). It seemed to me that Christianity in its highest form would be the happiest life anyone could ever live.
That's one thing that caused me to identify so much with Brother Copeland. When I heard him that first night, he said some things that were hilarious. He made the Word come alive.
That funny side allowed him to say things in a way that would amuse while they enlightened.
When I met Kenneth Copeland, I discovered to my delight that you can be a Christian, even a minister of the Gospel, and still have a sense of humor.
I tell you, friend, you can't be burdened down with problems and have joy and laughter at the same time. You ought to learn to laugh, if for no other reason than just to keep the pressure off of you. Look at Job, chapter five.
Verse 22 says, At destruction and famine thou shalt laugh. Laugh! At destruction and famine thou shalt laugh.
Somebody might say, "Now, brother, I just don't believe we're to laugh at famine and destruction. We need to take it more seriously than that." I didn't write this verse; God did!
And God is talking to Job. If anybody ever had famine and destruction, it was Job. If anybody had a reason not to laugh, it was Job. In the natural realm, he had problems! But we're not dealing with the natural, we're dealing with the supernatural. God told Job, At famine and destruction thou shalt laugh. Do you know why?
He was trying to get the man into a position where he wouldn't lose his joy.
It was God Who made Job wealthy in the first place. But Job destroyed it because of his fear. He said, The thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me (Job 3:25). It wasn't God Who did those things to Job. Job got himself into trouble with his big mouth. Finally in chapter 6 Job makes this statement: Teach me, and I will hold my tongue (v. 24). Then he says, How forceable are right words! (v. 25). Job finally realized that it was his mouth that had gotten him into trouble.
He had been talking in fear, and that which he so greatly feared came upon him. But God told him that one of the ways to get delivered of this situation was laughter. At famine and destruction thou shalt laugh.
God isn't telling us to pretend that problems don't exist. He is telling us to refuse to let the Devil steal our joy.
Don't let him steal your joy. At famine and destruction thou shalt laugh. Why? Because laughter releases joy, and joy is a spiritual force.
Joy can put your enemy in such turmoil that he doesn't know how to handle you. I'm convinced that it's the same way in the ranks of Satan as it was in those enemy forces who came against Judah in King Jehoshaphat's day. When God's people began to praise the Lord, their enemies were so confounded that they turned on one another.
I am convinced that there is confusion in Satan's camp when he comes against a child of God who will not let his joy be taken out of his heart, but who continues to worship, praise, and rejoice in God. If you will laugh at the enemy and rejoice in the fact that God is able to deliver you, the enemy can't prevail against you. Satan's forces don't know how to handle praise and rejoicing.
In the natural, the obvious thing to do is to tuck our heads and accept defeat. Our natural human reaction is to just fold our hands and find a good place to cry. Satan really likes for you to get into a pity party: "Poor old me, nobody cares about me. My husband doesn't care. My kids don't care. Nobody cares."
In the first place that's a lie—God cares. It is easy to get into a pity party. But while you are in that pity party, you are losing your joy. At famine and destruction thou shalt laugh. Laughter is the way to release joy.
Yet Will I Rejoice
Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls.
Habakkuk 3:17
Mr. Habakkuk has some problems here. He can't get his figs to grow. He can't get any fruit on the vine. His olives are failing. His fields are not producing. His flocks have been cut off from the fold. His cattle are missing from the stalls. But despite the calamities that have befallen him, look what he says in the next verse:
Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.
Habakkuk 3:18
Now here is a fellow the Devil can't beat.
Satan has come against him by every available avenue, but the guy still comes up praising God. You can't beat a man like that.
I will joy in the God of my salvation. Do you know what salvation is? Deliverance. The reason Habakkuk could continue to rejoice, even in the midst of adversity, was that he had an inside tip. He knew the game wasn't over just because of the way things looked at the moment. He looked beyond the circumstances to the God of his salvation. He didn't see himself defeated; he saw himself delivered!
The Lord God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hind's feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places.
Habakkuk 3:19
Habakkuk said, "I'm not discouraged by all of this. I know how it's going to turn out. I'm going to get hind's feet. God is going to cause me to jump right over this problem!"
I like what the Psalmist said: For by thee I have run through a troop; and by my God have I leaped over a wall (Ps. 18:29).
When the Devil has lined up all of his forces and you are outnumbered, when it looks as though you are surrounded by walls on all sides and there seems to be no way of escape, God can make your feet like hind's feet so that you too can "run through a troop" and "leap over a wall." As long as you refuse to allow the Devil to steal your joy, you aren't out of the game yet. God will deliver you.
Can you look adversity straight in the eye and still rejoice? By nature, man isn't accustomed to doing such a thing. But as Christians we are supposed to overcome adversity through rejoicing. The sad fact is that most Christians don't know this.
Someone has said, "Well, that will take some doing on my part. Dear God, I've been taught all my life that when you've got problems, cry!"
Yes, it will take some discipline. It's going to mean jerking yourself up out of that bed of despondency and self-pity where you've been lying for so long. It's going to mean an end to weeping and wailing and excuse-making. No more lying down and accepting defeat.
You're going to have to pull yourself up by the ear sometimes. I've had to do that, literally.
I've grabbed myself by the ear, jerked myself up out of that bed, stood myself in front of a mirror, pointed my finger at myself, and said:
"Jerry Savelle, in the name of Jesus Christ, quit acting like this. You're a child of God! What are you doing lying over there as though God has fallen off His throne, as though the name of Jesus has lost its power, as though the Word of God is no longer vital and strong and powerful!
What's wrong with you, boy? Get up! The Word of God has been spoken, and the Word says you win! Start talking the Word of God!
Start rejoicing!"
Somebody may say, "This guy is nuts! He talks to himself in the mirror!"
Well, why not? The person who thinks I'm nuts for doing cheers in front of my mirror is the very one who does the same thing in reverse. He looks in the mirror and tells himself: "You're so mistreated. Nobody loves you. You work your fingers to the bone for people and they don't even care. Nobody ever appreciates you. You may as well quit because nobody cares whether you make it or not."
Why shouldn't I cheer? It's scriptural! Paul said, Rejoice evermore (1 Thess. 5:16). Jesus told us, Be of good cheer (John 16:33). David encouraged us, Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice (Ps. 32:11).
But besides being scriptural, it's good for us.
Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived, said, A merry heart doeth good like a medicine (Prov. 17:22). Christians need a good dose of merriment every day. I've met some Christians who look like they need to overdose on joy every morning before breakfast!
Habakkuk said, "Even in the midst of all this adversity, yet will I rejoice."
Satan couldn't get that man's joy. And, my friend, I'll say it again: If the Devil can't get your joy, he can't defeat you.
You can't be defeated if you keep your joy.
God Laughs
Did you know that God laughs? If He can talk, surely He can laugh. Anybody who can talk can laugh.
The first time I found this out, I didn't know it was in the Bible. I discovered that God laughs because I heard him laughing. You see, I know the voice of God. I recognize it when I hear it.
Well, one time I had found myself in a situation in which it looked as though I was bound to fail. There seemed to be no way out.
So I went into my study, sat down at my desk, and laid my Bible out. I said, "Now, Father, here's the problem. Here's what man says; here's what the Devil says; and here's what Your Word says."
Then I started reading the Word. Suddenly inside me—in the same place I hear His voice speaking—I heard laughter. It surprised me, and I thought, That's not me.
I said, "Lord, is that You laughing?"
He said, "Yes."
I said, "What are You laughing at?" Then I got tickled listening to Him. I was laughing because God was laughing. I could hear Him laughing inside me. Finally, when I managed to get my breath, I said, "Lord, what are we laughing at?"
"The Devil. He thinks he's going to win."
"But, Lord, it does look that way."
"Yes. That's what's so funny." Then He started laughing again.
Your obvious question at this point would be: "Is this scriptural?"
Let's look at Psalm 2:
"Why are the nations in an uproar, and the peoples devising a vain thing?
"The kings of the earth take their stand, and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord and against His Anointed: 'Let us tear their fetters apart, and cast away their cords from us!'
"He who sits in the heavens laughs, the Lord scoffs at them."
Psalm 2:1-4 NAS
"He who sits in the heavens laughs." Well, who is sitting in the heavens? God. To see what He is laughing at, let's look in Psalm 37:
"The wicked plots against the righteous, and gnashes at him with his teeth.
"The Lord laughs at him; for He sees his day is coming."
Psalm 37:12,13 NAS
This is what the Lord was laughing at: the Devil's plots and schemes. Satan is so obvious to God that he is laughable.
Laughing at Satan
The Lord told me, "That's what I'm laughing at, son. The Devil is trying to prove to you that you are going to fail and he is going to win. I'm laughing because his day is coming."
Then He said, "What I want you to do is rejoice. I want you to give voice to joy. As My Word says, At (the signs of) famine and destruction thou shalt laugh."
I started laughing again, but this time I wasn't just laughing because God was laughing; I was laughing because I had gotten hold of a truth.
It is hard for you to rejoice if you don't know what the Word says. In fact, that's the reason it would be difficult for me to try to provoke you to rejoice through this book. If you don't know what the Word of God says about your situation, you won't be able to rejoice. I might get you to smile, chuckle, or even laugh because of something humorous I might write. I might manage to amuse you for a while in these pages, but I can't move you to sincerely rejoice unless you know what God's Word says about you and about your enemy, Satan.
But once you know who you are in Christ, once you realize your authority as a believer and the significance of your inheritance as a saint, there is real cause for rejoicing. For you to truly rejoice, you must know where you stand with God. You must know that God is on your side in this situation, and if God be for you, who could dare be against you? (Rom. 8:31.)
When you get full of the Word of God, Satan and his dirty little tricks become a laughing matter.
Laughter is a powerful force against the wiles of the enemy. Satan doesn't know how to handle a person who takes his abuse and laughs it off.
Friend, learn to rejoice, learn to give voice to joy, learn to laugh. There is no greater possession on earth than a joyful heart.
Remember, it doeth good like a medicine.
God Meets You When You Rejoice
The last scripture I want to share with you in this chapter is found in Isaiah 64: Thou meetest him that rejoiceth (v. 5).
God will meet you when you rejoice. God will get in the boat with you. He will meet you in your problems, in your adversities, in your afflictions, in your troubles. If you will rejoice, God promises to meet you; and when God comes on the scene, what happens to problems?
They depart!
The Psalmist said of God, In thy presence is fulness of joy (Ps. 16:11). We need to learn to bring God into our presence when we are in the midst of trouble, because the Bible says that wherever He is there is fullness of joy. When you have fullness of joy, there is no way the Devil can defeat you.
God says that He sits in heaven laughing at His enemy because He knows his day is coming. He tells us, At destruction and famine thou shalt laugh. Even in the midst of all adversity, Habakkuk said, Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.
Isaiah tells us that God will meet those who rejoice. God is telling us in these verses that if we will give voice to joy, even in the midst of adversity, He will meet us. He promises that no weapon formed against us will prosper. H e promises to return out of captivity that which our adversary has stolen from us. Not only that, He tells us that a joyful heart is good medicine.
It will heal and soothe and comfort; it will bring peace and happiness; it will cause recovery.
God is inviting you to join Him in laughter at your adversary. God wants to meet you in your rejoicing. When you do this, you will gain a new closeness with God. When you get together and have a good laugh on the Devil, the situation won't look as dark as before. Your situation won't look so bleak, so terrible. It won't look as though defeat is inevitable. You will love staying in God's presence because in His presence is fullness of joy.
I like being around people who are joyful, particularly when I've had an opportunity to be down. I like to be with a person who has the ability to cheer me up. Well, God is that way.
When I've had an opportunity to be down, I run to God and let Him tell me what the Word says. It's always something good, something cheering. He'll throw His arms around me and say, "What's the matter, little buddy? Why are you looking so bleak? What's the problem?"
I say, "The Devil has told me I'm going to lose."
He will say, "You don't believe what the Devil says, do you?"
"Well, it sure looks like I'm going to lose."
"Since when did you start living by what it looks like? I thought you walked by faith and not by sight."
"I do, but You don't understand my problem."
"Hey, wait a minute. It couldn't be bigger than Me. I'm God. Your problem couldn't possibly be bigger than Me. Have you forgotten that I'm on your side?"
"Yes, I know You're on my side, but what are we going to do about this problem?"
"Didn't I tell you that no weapon formed against you shall prosper?"
"Yes, Sir."
"Didn't I tell you that your faith will overcome the world?"
"Yes, Sir."
"Didn't I tell you that you can do all things through Christ Who strengthens you?"
"Yes, Sir."
"Well then, what are we going to do about this problem?"
"What problem, Lord?"
Hang around God for a while and He'll get you out of the dumps. God doesn't stay in the dumps.
Not once have I gone into the throne room depressed and say, "God, I've been in the valley," and hear Him say, "Me, too!"
Not once will you walk into God's throne room and say, "Lord, I'm really down," and hear Him say, "Yes, I know what you mean. I feel lower than the hair on a snake's belly!"
You will never walk into God's presence and say, "God, I'm telling You, inflation's terrible. I can't even afford hamburger meat anymore," then hear Him say, "You think you have troubles. I had to lay Jesus off this morning. The angels are out on strike. I had to hock the pearly gates to pay the note on the throne room. I totalled out my chariot today, and a tornado hit the mansions on the south end. Things are just terrible up here!"
God is in charge of heaven, and things just don't go that way in heaven.
Well, I have news for you, brother: God is in charge down here, too—and things are not going to go that way here for very long, not as long as you hold on to your joy!
And another thing .. The Bible says, We have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities (Heb. 4:15). Jesus has lived on this planet. He knows what it's like here. He knows the pressures, the turmoil, the adversity. He has been confronted by the same Devil who opposes you and me. He is a merciful and compassionate High Priest, Who can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities. That High Priest says to come boldly to the throne and obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. (v. 16.) When you are down, that's when you ought to run to the throne of God. Don't run from God
—run to Him! God isn't going to identify with you when you are in the "mulleygrubs." But He will get you out of the "mulleygrubs" (or whatever kind of "grubs" you're in), if you'll let Him. He'll cheer you up!
The Bible says in Ephesians 1:19 that in the ages to come God is going to show what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe. That means God is going to do everything in His power to turn you on!
My friend, I don't care how bleak your problem looks or how bad your circumstances are, if you can read your Bible, you can rejoice.
And if you can rejoice, you are a candidate for victory. Right now while you are reading these words, if you can't bring yourself to laugh out loud at the Devil, in the face of adversity, that's a good indication you need to learn to laugh—
to laugh at destruction, to laugh at famine.
God said to rejoice and He will meet you.
When God comes on the scene, there is fullness of joy; the avenger is stopped and stilled. If you don't get anything else out of this book, get this: The Devil can't defeat a joyful believer.
The next time adversity comes your way, I challenge you to rejoice in the very midst of it.
Then write and share with me what happens.
Somebody might say, "Well, I tried it, and nothing happened; it got worse." Well, if that is your testimony, either you or God is lying.
(And if I have to pick one—you're it!) God said He would turn the captivity. Stand on that Word of promise and you won't fail—because God won't fail.
Whatever your situation, begin to rejoice right now and praise God for the victory that is yours in Christ Jesus. Hold fast to that victory.
Hold fast to your joy because if Satan can't steal your joy, he can't defeat you!
... He Can't Deceive You
3
"Hear then the parable of the sower.
"When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road.
"And the one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word, and immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away."
Matthew 13:18-21 NAS
When Jesus taught this same parable in chapter 4 of Mark's Gospel, He said that once the Word is sown in a man's heart, Satan cometh immediately to take away the Word which was sown. (v. 15.) In both versions He says it is the evil one who comes and snatches away what has been sown.
Authority of the Believer
As we have already determined, it is obvious why Satan must come and try to steal the Word: because the Word makes a person dangerous to him. The Word of God in your heart makes you dangerous to the adversary.
Without it, you are no threat to him. But the moment you get the Word of God in your heart, you are bad news as far as Satan is concerned.
You can stop his operations with it.
You know, many times people are afraid of the Devil; but, in reality, he is afraid of us. We are the ones with the power. Jesus stripped Satan of his authority and his power in the bowels of this earth. The Bible says Jesus spoiled principalities and powers and made a show of them openly. (Col. 2:15.) He took from Satan the keys of death, hell, and the grave.
(Rev. 1:18.) He stripped him of his armor in which he trusted and reduced him to zero.
Christ Jesus paralyzed Satan's death-dealing powers. When He was raised from the dead, He told His disciples: All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth (Matt. 28:18). Then He instructed them: "Go into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. Cast out devils.
Lay hands on the sick and they shall recover."
(Mark 16:15-18.)
So then, who has authority in this earth? We do! We are the ones with the power. We are the ones the Devil is afraid of. We shouldn't be afraid of him; he is afraid of us.
Now don't misunderstand me, Satan is a worthy opponent. He's clever, but the main weapon he has is deception. The only way he can defeat you as a believer is to deceive you into putting down the Word. Satan's only hope of winning is to get you to quit operating in your authority, to quit using your power, to rob you of your joy. If he can deceive you, then he can defeat you. Deception is Satan's mightiest weapon.
Jesus said that once the Word is sown in a person's heart, the evil one comes to snatch it away. Now we know from the Scriptures that God's Word is the power of God. In Romans 1:16 the Apostle Paul said, For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation.
You know, it is amazing to me that a lot of Christians are still praying for power when it's right in front of them all the time. The Word of God is the power of God unto salvation.
I can assure you that as a book the Bible is lifeless; but the moment you open that book, take the Word, and start injecting it into your spirit, then it becomes the Word of faith, the Word of power, the Word of health, the Word of life. It comes alive! It is impregnated with the power, life, and anointing of God. It makes you absolutely invincible. When you have this marvelous Word in your heart and are releasing it with your mouth, you become highly dangerous to the adversary. As far as Satan is concerned, a Word-filled believer is his number one enemy.
You might ask, "Well, if I'm so powerful, how come the Devil keeps beating me up?"
There is one reason: deception. He has deceived you. If Satan has been defeating you, it is because you have allowed it to happen.
You are the one in authority in this earth, not Satan. You are the one with the power. You just haven't been exercising the authority that is yours as a child of God.
That Your Joy Might Be Full
I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth (prunes) it, that it may bring forth more fruit.
Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.
I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.
If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.
If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.
Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.
As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.
These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.
John 15:1-11
Notice verse 11, Jesus said, These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. What things did He speak unto us? He spoke revelations, the Word of God. Jesus said, "I don't do anything unless I see My Father do it; I don't say anything except what I hear My Father say." Evidently what Jesus is sharing with us is something God revealed to Him, something God inspired. In other words, what Jesus is sharing is the Word of God.
He says He is sharing these things with us so that His joy might be in us and that our joy might be full. The man who receives the Word of God will have joy—total joy, complete joy—
because God's Word produces joy. It's the Gospel, the Good News.
Now it isn't good news to a poor man to be told that God loves poverty and wants him to remain poor. That's not the Gospel; that's a lie.
God considers poverty a curse; and according to Galatians 3:13, Christ has redeemed us from the curse.
Jesus spoke the Word of God to people to bring them good news, not bad news. He spoke the Word so that we might receive His joy and that our joy might be full. God's Word in your heart will produce joy in you, fullness of joy.
Remember what Nehemiah said: The joy of the Lord is your strength (Neh. 8:10). God's Word produces joy, and joy produces strength.
So Satan comes and tries to snatch the Word out of your heart. If he is successful, he gets your joy because joy is a product of something that was spoken by God. Because the joy of the Lord is your strength, when you lose your joy, you become weak. You become helpless, unable to overcome. You become an open target for Satan's attacks.
But remember what Jesus told us in John 16:22: And ye now have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you. We have seen that if no man can take your joy, neither can Satan. He does not have the legal right to do that, unless you give him that right.
Satan can't take your joy if you don't allow it. The only way he can take anything from you is by deceiving you into handing it over to him.
For example, he will try to put symptoms of disease on your body and deceive you into believing that healing is not for you. If you fall for his deception, he'll not only get the Word out of your heart, he'll get the joy out of your heart, and you will lose your healing.
But he could not have made you sick if you hadn't let him do it. It took a conscious act of your will. You had to will to get deceived, will to get discouraged, will to let go of the Word.
Satan can't take your joy if you're not willing to let him have it. If you will study your Bible very closely, you will find that God has provided every possible avenue for you to live victoriously. If you don't, it's your fault. You have nobody to blame but yourself.
The Great Pretender
"And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon. And the dragon and his angels waged war, and they were not strong enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven.
"And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him."
Revelation 12:7-9 NAS
The Devil who is called Satan—that old serpent, the dragon—deceives the whole world.
The only thing he has going for him is deception. Satan deceives. The Devil is not a creator; he is a perverter. He has never created anything, and he never will. He can't create; all he can do is pervert something that God has already created. He perverted God's anointing upon him. He perverted it into iniquity.
You see, when he was Lucifer, the Bible tells us that God had created him perfect in all his ways, that he was full of wisdom and brightness and beauty, and that he was the anointed cherub. But then the Bible says iniquity was found in him. (Ezek. 28:12-15.) Satan is a counterfeiter. For all that God has, the Devil has a counterfeit.
The Word of God brings life; the word of Satan brings death.
The Word of God produces health; the word of Satan produces sickness and disease.
The Word of God begets prosperity; the word of Satan begets poverty.
God's Word sown in the heart of man brings forth life, joy, peace, abundance, and health; Satan's word sown in the heart of man brings forth death, misery, worry, lack, and disease.
It has taken Satan hundreds of years to get people to the place today that they will absolutely kill themselves in less than seventy years with the words of their mouths. Have you ever wondered why people in the Old Testament lived hundreds of years? They didn't know how to die. They hadn't been taught to die. Of course, God told Adam that if he disobeyed he would die. But Adam didn't even know what death was.
God created Adam to be an eternal being.
God intended for Adam to live forever. He created him in His image, in His class, and never intended for him to die. But He warned him that if he partook of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil that he would surely die.
God was speaking, first of all, of a spiritual death. You see, Adam was spiritually alive.
After he committed high treason against God, he was "born again," but in a way opposite from the way you and I are born again. We are born into this life spiritually dead. When we make Jesus our Lord, we are born from death to life. Adam was already spiritually alive. When he committed high treason against God, he partook of another birth, and death was lodged in his heart. He became spiritually dead. Satan then became the illegitimate step-father of all mankind. Adam died spiritually right then, and ultimately he died physically because the wages of sin is death. Sin will kill, because its wages are death. (Rom. 6:23.)
But Adam, being in God's class, didn't know how to die. It took over 900 years for the first man to die; and his descendants lived a long time, too. Why did they live so long?
Because it took Satan years to come up with his own vocabulary—God's Word perverted. Satan was injecting death into his word while God was injecting life into His.
Well, through the centuries Satan has perfected this thing. He can kill a person now in a fraction of the time it took him to kill the first man.
Ensnared by our Words
The sad thing about all this is that half of the people in the Christian world have no idea that their own words are killing them. Listen to what we have come to accept as the "truth":
"I'm taking the flu." (You don't have to have it, but you're taking it.)
"I'm scared (starving, freezing, worried) to death." (If you keep saying so, you certainly will be.)
"This inflation is killing me!" (You said it, brother!)
Satan has deceitfully, but cleverly, injected death into our vocabulary so that now we use it unconsciously as a manner of expression. Some folks get mad when you try to tell them that their words are ensnaring them, that they are taken captive by their own words. Solomon said, Death and life are in the power of the tongue (Prov. 18:21).
There are lots of people who still use the word death to express themselves: I'm dying to go. That scared me to death. These kids are about to kill me. Do you know what happens when you use words like that? Do you know what Satan does with that kind of testimony? He has a little imp assigned to you as a recorder/secretary.
This little imp follows you around recording everything you say. Every time you use words that are injected with death, fear, sickness, disease, poverty, lack, and want, they are recorded against you.
Jesus said that by your words you will be justified and by your words you will be condemned. (Matt. 12:37.) He said that you will give an account one day for every idle word that is spoken out your mouth, (v. 36.) An idle word is a nonproductive word. Actually these negative words are counterproductive; they produce the opposite of what God wants for your life.
Every time you say, That tickled me to death, that little imp writes down: "tickled him/her to death." Then later you may say, I'm just dying to go to that meeting. The little imp records: "dying to go." A few days later you tell someone, A car pulled right out in front of me today and scared me to death. Down it goes in the imp's record book:
"scared him/her to death." That little imp just keeps a list; and when the most opportune time comes (when you least expect it, so that you would never suspect that your words had anything to do with it), those words ensnare you.
The Bible says, Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from thee (Prov. 4:24).
Do you know what a "froward mouth" is?
A froward mouth is a disobedient mouth. Many people think that "perverse lips" refers to cursing and obscenity. But do you know what perverse lips actually are? They are lips that speak anything contrary to "thus saith the Lord."
Satan is the perverter, and he has been trying to pervert the Word of God, which is the Word of life. It is Satan's plan and purpose to inject death into those words and to get us to use them all the time to express ourselves. If we continue to do so, we will eventually destroy our own lives with the very words of our mouths.
James said the tongue is evil, full of deadly poison, and setteth on fire the course of nature (James 3:6). In other words, James is telling us that the tongue is the source of many of our problems. He tells us in verse 2 that any man who can bridle his tongue can bridle his whole body. The problems we have with our bodies can be directly linked to what we're saying with our mouths.
Let me inject some good news here. Would you like to negate all the negative things you've been saying? Then make this commitment with me right now and erase those notes against you. Say this out loud:
"Heavenly Father, forgive me for talking negatively, for speaking perverse things.
"In the name of Jesus, I will not be ensnared by those things that have come from my mouth. I refuse to express myself with perverse things. In the name of Jesus, every negative thing, every perverse thing, every evil communication that has come out my mouth I negate with the Word of God.
"Thank You, Father, for seeing to it that every negative thing I have spoken has been erased from this moment by the power of Your Word.
"I no longer say I am scared to death because fear is of the enemy and I don't belong to him. I am a believer, full of faith and life. I'm not afraid because You are on my side. What can man do to me? If You are for me, who can be against me?
"Satan, in the name of Jesus, you will not use anything I have said against me. My slate is clean.
"Thank You, Lord, that it is done. Henceforth I will not speak Satan's lies, but I will speak forth Your truth—Your Word—and I will live the abundant, victorious life that You have provided for me through Jesus Christ, my Lord.
"In His name, I thank You. Amen."
Speaking the Word
Satan is a perverter, a deceiver. He would love to deceive us and get the Word out of us, thus robbing us of our joy. If he can get our joy, then we don't have any foundation to stand on.
It's hard to enter into warfare with the enemy when you're discouraged, when you've lost your joy.
But when you stand with your feet firmly planted, with your body covered by the whole armor of God, with the sword of the Spirit—the Word of the Living God—coming out your mouth, then you will be victorious over every circumstance of life.
Though it may look as if everything around you is falling apart and all hell is breaking loose, the battle isn't over as long as you have the joy of the Lord. You have an opportunity to win as long as you still have that joy and are still speaking that Word.
Anybody who has ever made an attempt to live by God's Word has had an opportunity to fail. You will, too! You will have opportunity to compromise, to fold up and quit. There will be times when it feels as though all the world and half the Christians are against you. There will be moments when it seems that you have stood as long as you possibly can and can't stand any longer.
The Apostle Paul said the shield of faith is used to quench every fiery dart of the evil one.
(Eph. 6:16.) There have been times when I have felt as though my shield was so full of darts that I couldn't hold it up anymore. (That old shield gets heavy when it's full of darts!) Sometimes the pressure would be so strong, it felt like my helmet was about to fall off, that the rivets had popped out of my breastplate, that the soles of my Gospel shoes were slick. It seemed that I couldn't keep my belt of truth up any longer. My sword seemed so dull it wouldn't cut hot butter. Maybe you've been in that situation, too.
When you first start out, you strap on that armor and sword, then you stand bold as the Lion of the tribe of Judah—the Word coming out your mouth with sharpness: "In the name of Jesus, I am healed by His stripes!" But after you've stood on the Word for about a week, the shield begins to get heavy and your sword gets dull. Your testimony tends to change from "I'm healed!" to "Oh, I hope I'm healed."
You stand and resist Satan's darts until you think, Dear God, if he throws one more dart, I don't think I can stand it. Then suddenly you can hear it coming through the breeze, sounding like a missile. He has kept the best weapon he's got in reserve, and that thing has been launched directly at you at your weakest moment. You start thinking, Oh, Lord, it's not only going to get my shield, it's going to come through my breastplate and knock me over! I've had it!
You hear it coming closer and closer. Then when you think all is lost, the Holy Ghost begins to say to you, "Rejoice! You have the Devil right where you want him!"
"I do?"
"Lift up your head and rejoice. The Devil is running scared."
"He is?"
"Straighten yourself up; you've won!"
"I have?"
"That's right. You have!"
The Lord told me a secret about the Devil, and I'm going to pass it on to you. (Satan doesn't like for me to tell this, but here goes anyway.) I was in that kind of situation one time and I thought, If one more dart lands, I think I'm going to fall. Then I heard it coming toward me. I could see the circumstances out there lining up for this dart, and it was going to be a monster. I thought for sure I was gone.
But then the Lord said to me, "Son, lift up your hands and begin to rejoice because you have the Devil right where you want him. This is what you've been waiting for. You have the Devil running scared. You're a winner now; the manifestation is right around the corner. Don't give up now. Son, don't you realize that when you're under the most severe pressure for standing on My Word, that is a good indication that the Devil has just fired his best shot? If that one doesn't get you, he's through!"
When I heard that bit of information, I said,
"Devil, I've got you right where I want you!"
You need to realize that the only way Satan can defeat you is by deceiving you into letting go of the Word. If you will stand firm and speak forth that Word with faith and power and strength, Satan has no chance; you have won the victory against him. Speak the Word.
Binding the Deceiver
"And I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand.
"And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he should not deceive the nations any longer ...."
Revelation 20:1-3 NAS
I want you to notice that as long as Satan was bound, he could not deceive. He is a deceiver by nature. That's his mightiest weapon —deception. But as long as he was bound he could not deceive anyone.
Notice verses 7 and 8: "And when the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, and will come out to deceive ...."
When Satan is bound, he can't deceive. But when he is loosed and running free, he can. It's automatic.
Well, I have some good news for you! You don't have to wait until the thousand-year reign to bind the Devil. You can do it right now! Jesus said whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. (Matt. 16:19.) If you will bind Satan, he can't deceive.
Now let me show you something about deception. There are people who have yielded their money or other valuables to someone who came up behind them and stuck a finger in their back. Those poor folks were deceived. They assumed that what they felt was a gun. I read an article about a bank that yielded $50,000 to a guy with a "gun" in his coat pocket. They later found out that the only thing he had in his pocket was his hand.
Do you see how helpless people become when they are deceived? That's exactly what the Devil does—he deceives. Satan is nothing but a coward.
You may say, "But, brother, the Bible says he is a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour." It doesn't say he is a lion. It says, Your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour (1 Pet. 5:8).
Satan is not a lion; he just tries to act like one! If you will look at him closely, you will see that he is a lion with no teeth. Jesus pulled his teeth in the bowels of the earth! All he can do now is prowl around and roar. If you fall for that roar, he's got you. Have you ever been hurt by a dog with no teeth?
I like what Charles Capps says: "The Devil doesn't even need teeth where some Christians are concerned. They are so pliable and spineless that he can just gum them to death!"
The Devil isn't a lion; all he can do is roar like one and try to frighten you into surrendering to him. The Bible says, The righteous are bold as a lion (Prov. 28:1). When Satan starts to roar at you, turn around and roar back at him. He will run off like a whipped kitten because you are the one with the authority. You are a joint-heir with the Lion of the tribe of Judah. Satan is not the lion—you are!
Three Types of Deception
Now let me show you something about deception. Deception comes in three basic forms: Statement, Influence, and Appearance.
Deception by Statement
One way Satan attempts to deceive people is through statement. By this I mean simply the mingling together of God's Word with a false idea. You can easily be deceived by this if you are not careful.
Did you know that all false teaching is based on the Scriptures? Let me make this a little clearer. Every false teaching is based on some scripture which has been distorted. The Body of Christ is not going to fall for anything that doesn't have a verse of Scripture connected to it.
For example, if someone told you that suicide is of God, you wouldn't believe it. But some people would fall for it if that person had a Scripture verse to support it. You can take scriptures out of context, come up with any kind of doctrine, and some poor soul will believe it. It is entirely possible for someone to stand up and preach, "Suicide is of God. The Bible says so. Matthew 27:5 says, Judas went and hanged himself, and in Luke 10:37 Jesus says, Go, and do thou likewise."
So here you have it: the suicide doctrine!
That is deception by statement. There are always people who will fall for that sort of thing because they are not established in the Word.
This is how Satan managed to deceive Eve in the Garden. When Eve was tempted by the serpent, she said, "But God said that if we eat of the fruit of this tree, we will surely die." (Gen. 3:2.) What did Satan say to her? "Hath God said?" (v. 1.) He added to God's Word, deceiving her into committing sin.
You know, this is one of the dirtiest tricks the Devil pulls on believers. His vilest trick of deception is to take some scripture, change its meaning, and get a believer to go for it. The only way he can deceive a believer is to distort the Scriptures.
He tried to do this with Jesus. After Jesus had been on the mount fasting for forty days and nights, Satan came to tempt Him. He said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread (Matt. 4:3). Notice what Jesus did. His life was based on the Word. He said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God (v. 4).
That answer showed the Devil right away,
"Oh, we've got one of those Word people here, one of those faith guys. We're not going to be able to fool Him by suggestion; we're going to have to deceive Him by statement. We'll distort the Scriptures."
So Satan took Jesus up to the pinnacle of the temple and said to Him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written . . (v. 6). He took a verse of Scripture and quoted it, trying to get Jesus to believe that as long as He was standing on a scripture, He could cast Himself down from the temple and God would protect Him.
Do you know what the Devil was trying to do? He was trying to get Jesus to commit suicide by standing on the Scriptures. But his trick didn't work. Jesus saw through that right away. He answered Satan, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God (v. 7).
So Satan attempts to deceive believers by statement, by distorting the Scriptures. This wouldn't work with Jesus because He not only knew the Word, He also had the spiritual perception and wisdom to "rightly divide the word of truth." (2 Tim. 2:15.) And so must we if we are to avoid being deceived in this way.
Deception by Influence
Another form of deception used by Satan is deception by influence. By this I simply mean past experience. The Devil loves to deceive people by reminding them, "Remember the last time you tried to act on that scripture? What happened? You really blew it!" He drags up past failures to influence people not to act on faith in the Word.
Or he may use the negative reaction of others to influence you to doubt and lose faith.
Let me give you an example. Suppose you are making your stand on the Word for finances, saying, "In the name of Jesus Christ, my God supplies all my need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus." About that time some lovely, sincere (but sincerely wrong) Christian crosses your path and asks, "How are you doing, brother? How are your finances?"
"Thank God, in the name of Jesus, I believe my needs are met."
"Oh, really? You know, Sister Doodad confessed that for seven weeks, and they repossessed everything she had. She lost her home and everything. She's living down there with Sister So-and-So now."
That's what the Devil delights in doing. He just loves to drag up past experiences—either yours or someone else's—and deceive you into believing that it isn't going to work for you. He is trying to steal the Word from your heart.
Have you ever noticed how an evil report can get your joy—if you allow it to? You can be on top of the world, with a dance in your step.
Then somebody crosses your path with a bad story. If you don't watch, it will get your joy.
You'll come down off that cloud like a lead balloon. Satan will use that negative influence to rob you of your joy. He will deceive you and he will continue to do so if you let him.
Deception by Appearance
Perhaps Satan's most effective means of deceiving people is through appearance. Things appear to be something they are not. Many people fall for these appearances: "Well, it looked like I was going to lose." As Christians we should know that things are not always the way they appear.
One time when Jesus had ministered to a multitude of people, He told His disciples to get into their boat and go to the other side of the lake. Jesus dismissed the crowd, then went up into a mountain to pray. In a little while there was a storm on the lake, and Jesus came down from the mountain. When He realized that His disciples were about to drown, He went to them, walking on the water.
Now these men were already filled with fear. If you'll notice, the Bible never says, "And they cried out in faith!" No, it's always fear that moved them to that extreme. They were afraid.
The storm was raging. The waves were beating against the ship. They were about to drown.
When they saw Jesus walking on the water, they were more frightened than ever because they thought it was a ghost. They cried out for fear. But Jesus said to them, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid (Matt. 14:27). Peter walked to the edge of the ship and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water (v. 28). And he said, Come (v. 29).
So Peter stepped out of the boat and walked on the water. Many people read this account and think that the moment Peter stepped out of the boat, he began to sink. He did not. The Bible says he stepped out of the boat and walked on the water toward Jesus, (v. 29.) The man was doing it! He was a success. But I want you to know that Peter had to see himself doing that before he would ever get out of the boat.
Peter was operating in faith. He stepped out of the boat while the storm was still raging. The boat was still pitching back and forth, but Peter stepped out on the storm-tossed water and started walking to Jesus. He was a success—for a while.
But then notice what the Bible says: When he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me (v.
30). You see, Satan deceived Peter through appearances. He deceived Peter into thinking, You can't walk on water when it's windy! What else could he have been thinking? The wind never crossed his mind until he looked. Then he thought, This is ridiculous! You can't do this when there's wind!
You see, it appeared to Peter that he shouldn't be able to do what he was doing. Do you see how Satan caused deception through appearance? It appeared that Peter couldn't do this thing. When he got his eyes off the Word and onto the problem, what happened? He began to cry out for fear again. The Word had been stolen out of his heart. His joy was gone.
He was deprived of confidence. He began to doubt. He began to look at the wind, to look at the problem. He accepted defeat and began to sink.
It is a beautiful story how Jesus reached down, grabbed Peter before he sank, pulled him back up, put His arms around him, walked him back to the ship, rebuked the wind, and then said, "Peter, why did you doubt?" (v. 31.) It is beautiful how the Lord will save you right at the last minute. I've heard some beautiful sermons about how the Lord will deliver you just in the nick of time, right from the jaws of hell. That's great, but it wasn't God's best. Who wants to always be delivered at the last minute?
Why don't we win some? Why don't we win in style a few times?
I am convinced that Jesus wanted Peter to walk out there on the water, keeping his eyes on Jesus, and not let circumstances deceive him into believing that he couldn't do it. Jesus wanted Peter to keep walking to Him, then they would walk back to the ship together. When Peter was back in the ship, he could have said to the others, "Hey, you can do it, too!" And 125
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they could have, had they believed and acted on that faith.
But they were all deceived. They took things at face value, at the way they appeared.
That was Peter's mistake—looking at things as they seemed to be, instead of standing on God's Word. He was deceived.
Be Not Deceived
You will do some stupid things sometimes when you allow yourself to be deceived. You forget everything you know about the Word.
You become irrational. When you are afraid, everything you know about the Word suddenly flies out the window and you do foolish things.
That's exactly what Satan wants you to do.
He wants your joy, and he wants it badly. As long as you have joy in your heart, you're a threat to him. God's Word and the joy that is produced by the Word has been lodged in your heart. The only way Satan can successfully get it out is through deception. He has to deceive you in some way.
If he can't deceive you, he can't get the Word.
If he can't get the Word, he can't get your joy.
If he can't get your joy, he can't get your strength.
If he can't get your strength, then you are a winner in everything you set your hand to.
The Apostle Paul tells us in Galatians 6:7, Be not deceived. If Satan cannot deceive you, he cannot stop you from living a life of abundance, peace, and victory.
If Satan can't steal your joy, . . he can't keep your goods... he can't defeat you.... he can't deceive you.
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