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  Introduction


  There is a move in the Church today by the Holy Spirit to bring clarity and understanding about the role of the prophet and prophetic ministry. With this present move is a tremendous rise in personal prophetic ministry and a hunger in the hearts of God's people to fulfill all that the Lord has revealed to them.


  Because of this, the intent of this book is to share vital prophetic principles for properly responding to God's voice in personal prophecy. The majority of this material was taken from Prophets and Personal Prophecy Vol. 1 by the same author, Dr. Bill Hamon.


  Our prayer is that this timely information helps you to properly respond and fulfill personal prophecies you have received or will receive.


  Most Christian theologians and preachers agree that there were many prophets in the Old Testament. All agree that they were God's main means of communicating His specific desires and purposes for mortals on planet Earth. But some theologians, because of their lack of proper biblical understanding and life experience with prophets and the Prophetic Movement, have made statements that questioned the validity of prophets and prophetic ministry within the New Testament Church. They developed strange doctrines which implied that the establishment of the New Testament somehow did away with the need for prophets and the prophetic ministry.


  The coming of the Holy Spirit, the birth of the Church, and the writing of the Bible did not eliminate the need for the prophetic voice of the Lord; in fact it intensified that need. Peter insisted that the prophet Joel was speaking of the Church age when he proclaimed, "I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and your sons and daughters shall prophesy" (Acts 2:17). Paul emphasized that truth when he told the church at Corinth to "covet to prophesy" (I Cor. 14:39; Eph. 4:11).


  God still wants the revelation of His will to be vocalized, so He has established the prophetic ministry as a voice of revelation and illumination which will reveal the mind of Christ to the human race. He also uses this ministry to give specific instructions to individuals concerning His personal will for their lives. Of course, the ministry of the prophet is not to bring about additions or subtractions to the Bible but to bring illumination and further specifics about that which has already been written.


  This booklet is written to those who have received a prophetic word and desire to understand how to properly respond to it so that it might come to fruition. This is not to say that personal prophecy should ever become a personal substitute for an individual's responsibility and privilege of hearing the voice of God for himself. God is not pleased when we allow anything to hinder an intimate relationship and personal communication with Him— even if the hindrance is from a ministry He Himself has ordained. But once we have received a "personal word" from the Lord, it is our obligation to comprehend how to properly respond to God's voice.


  For this reason I would like to share with you six prophetic principles for properly responding to God's voice. I have learned these vital truths from over 39 years of experience in prophetic ministry.


  Most Christians do not realize that the person receiving a personal prophecy has as much responsibility to rightly respond as the prophet has in giving a right word. In fact there are many more biblical examples of prophecies failing to come to pass because of an improper response than there are failures because the prophecy was false. Please keep in mind while studying these principles, the biblical premise that personal prophecy is always conditional whether conditional terms are used or certain requirements are specified.


  
    


  


  


  Six Principles of Proper Response to the Prophetic


  #1. HAVING THE RIGHT ATTITUDE


  Our perspective towards prophecy should be that of a biblical attitude and the biblical attitude towards prophecy is thoroughly positive. Not only are we told to avoid despising prophecy—that is, assigning to it a lesser role than is proper; we are also exhorted to prove all prophecies, and hold fast to what is good and accurate in them (I Thess. 5:20,21). Even more importantly, God commands us to desire earnestly and covet the prophetic ministry (I Cor. 12:39; 14:1,39). It is, in fact, the only ministry that the scriptures tell Christians to covet.


  A truly inspired personal prophecy is God's specific word to an individual. So the same scriptural principles for the proper attitudes toward the written Logos Word should apply equally to the prophetically spoken rhema word.


  Several attitudes are critical for receiving a personal prophecy properly:


  FAITH—The basic proper attitude and response towards prophets and personal prophecy is to know and believe that it is scriptural and then receive God's prophetic ministry with faith. Hebrews 11:6 states that without faith it is impossible to please God. If we receive or intend to receive a personal prophecy from a presbytery or a prophet, we should evaluate fully those who might minister prophetically to us. If we conclude that they are qualified, competent men and women of God, then the prophecies should be received in confidence, believing that word to be true and factual. Hence, the attitude of faith is imperative to bring fulfillment. Hebrews 4:2 tells us about the Israelites in the wilderness that "the word preached (prophesied) did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it" (Ex. 6 &Heb. 3:17-19). In contrast to the children of Israel, we see Jehoshaphat properly responding with an attitude of faith to the prophetic word delivered by Jahaziel (II Chron. 20). His proper response of faith to his personal prophecy brought his proclamation for God's people to, "Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper." Jehoshaphat's attitude of faith towards the prophetic word brought great victory (II Chron. 20:22).


  If a prophetic word is received with an attitude of acceptance and faith, then the rhema that is heard will create faith for the fulfilling of that word: "So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word [rhema] of God" (Rom. 10:17).


  OBEDIENCE—True faith will always be accompanied by the works of obedience. James 1:22 tells us "Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves." If our hearing doesn't progress to the point of doing, then we become a candidate for deception.


  When the Lord chooses to speak a word to us, it isn't just to tickle our intellect, but to bring the understanding necessary to do the will of God (Duet.29:29 and Rom.2:13). Therefore, it is actually better not to receive a word at all than to receive one and then not do what the word says to do. "Therefore to him that knoweth to do good and doeth it not, to him it is sin" (James 4:17). If we obey the word and do what the word says, then we deliver ourselves from deception and open our spirit and mind to know the will of God. Jesus said, "If any man will do God's will, he shall know...whether it be of God..."(John 7:17). So if we believe and do what we know to do, Christ will speak and reveal more concerning His will for our lives.


  As a biblical example of this attitude, we see Noah receiving one prophetic word about building an Ark and because of his obedience, his entire family was saved (Gen. 6). On the other hand, we see King Saul who disobeyed the prophetic word from Samuel (I Sam. 15:24) and reaped the results of loosing the kingship for his lineage.


  Thus, the proper attitude of response to personal prophecy requires obedience, a cooperation with the word that allows it to have room in our lives for the fulfillment of God's will: "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom" (Col.3:16).


  PATIENCE—Hebrews 6:12 reminds us that it not only takes faith to inherit God's promises but it also takes patience. These two qualities enable us to appropriate the prophetic word received until the promise is secured.


  After we have received a personal prophecy, and proven it to be a true word from the Lord, we must maintain a constant faith and confidence that it will come to pass regardless of the time required—and that requires patiently pursuing God's will. Once we are convinced that a word is a true word quickened by the Holy Spirit, we must allow no one to rob us of it.


  I did not understand this principle when I received my first prophecies from a presbytery at the age of nineteen. After leaving college, I settled among Christians who were not familiar with either the prophetic presbytery or personal prophecy. Discouragement came because nothing was happening as quickly as I had expected. I showed the prophecy to a couple of ministers and a friend. They all said they did not witness to it and believed it was a bondage to me. They suggested that I burn it.


  In a moment of confusion and discouragement I was ready to cast the prophecies into the flames and destroy all record of their contents. But thank God they were not destroyed, for every one of them has come to pass. They have been a constant source of inspiration, encouragement, and motivation for more than thirty-nine years.


  Personal prophecies can be likened to precious pearls! When Jesus said not to cast pearls before swine, He was referring to the Pharisees. He was telling us not to take something God has given us and expose it to religious leaders who do not believe God speaks in personal prophecy today. The devil can and does use well meaning ministers and Christian friends to rob us of our word from the Lord, but we must not let them. Even if our prophecies are causing us confusion, frustration, or discouragement due to the lack of immediate fulfillment, we must nevertheless wait patiently upon the Lord. He will fulfill His prophetic word, changing both us and our circumstances.


  I have learned the need and importance of an attitude of patience for persevering during God's prophetic process. When I first came out of Bible college I expected to be launched into worldwide ministry because of the prophecies over me. I expected all those glowing words about being "a leader of leaders" to become an instant reality and I was full of zeal, vision, dedication, and determination. My wrong perception brought pressure and impatience.


  I, like many other ministers of that time, was convinced that Jesus was coming any moment. We had no time to waste and I definitely believed that Jesus was going to return before I turned thirty. We could only think in terms of months, not years. Waiting and patience was not part of our vocabulary then; everything had to be done today because there was not going to be any tomorrow. God heard all my prayers to rush the process, but He knew His own timetable and the growing process that would be necessary before all of those prophecies could become manifest in their full demonstration. God is never in a hurry but He is always on time. He is not motivated by intimidation or by our frustration.


  My desire was that God's purpose would be perfected in me and I spent several days a month praying by the hour to have His will accomplished in my life. How did God respond to all my pleas? He placed me as the pastor of a small church in the Yakima Valley of Washington State for six years. This church had a history of problems and the remaining congregation had seen it all, been through it all, and knew it all. So they voted in a young pip-squeak prophet to be their pastor with the idea that after all they had been through, they could put up with this young man until he matured some.


  For six years God kept me at that church while He continued to make the man rather than manifesting a mighty ministry, which would have crushed me at the time. As with all of us, the ministry could be no greater than the man.


  In Psalm 37:7-11 we have a clear biblical admonition for the proper response to personal prophecy, especially those areas that speak of our ministry and the things to be accomplished.


  In a paraphrased format it could be interpreted to say:


  "Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him. Commit your way [the way for your personal prophecies to be fulfilled] unto the Lord; trust also in Him and He shall bring it [your personal prophecy] to pass. Fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way [the person whose ministry is already being fully manifested], because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass [the minister who is prosperous and successful, yet not righteous in all his ways, doing things his way rather than God’s].


  Cease from anger [at God for not coming through when you wanted Him to], and forsake wrath [release your frustrations and self-imposed pressure to perform before God’s time]...but those that wait upon the Lord, they shall inherit the earth... .And shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace."


  Other scriptures which clarify this divine principle are Heb. 10:35,36; Ps. 27:14; and Is. 40:31. As biblical examples of this attitude, we see Joseph who received a vision at 17 yet patiently waited for God's timetable to come to pass (Gen. 37-42) versus Abraham's impatience with his prophetic promise for an heir and his subsequent production of Ishmael (Gen. 15:4; 16:2).


  HUMILITY/MEEKNESS AND SUBMISSION— Responding properly to a prophetic word requires that the believer receive the prophetic utterance in a spirit of humility, meekness and submission. If we choose to receive a true word of prophecy and respond with pride, anger, doubt, resentment, criticism, self-justification, or arrogance; we reveal immaturity or a wrong spirit. We must be aware that a wrong attitude neutralizes much of what God wants to accomplish by the prophetic words spoken.


  Sometimes we have preconceptions about a great ministry we believe God will confirm and describe through the prophet. When God does not confirm our ideas of great self-importance, then we may become disillusioned, depressed and angry at God and the one prophesying. We insist that the prophet or presbytery has missed the mind of God.


  We have seen this happen a few times at our prophet seminars where we provide a prophetic presbytery for those who attend. As an example, I remember one particular minister who attended and was unknown to those prophesying. Not one word was mentioned in his presbytery session about him being a great prophet, nor much about the attributes of a prophet.


  Later, he came to me complaining that the presbytery had missed it with him because they had not discerned his great call as a prophet of God.


  This man was not manifesting the wisdom which is from above because he approached me with an attitude of superiority. He had to be counselled through his hurt pride and resentment. I patiently and gently dealt with his wrong spirit and attitude.


  Many times, the words which the Lord speaks to us through prophecy require adjustments in actions and attitudes. James 1:21 states: "Receive with meekness the engrafted word." We must be willing to respond in wisdom. The Bible says that if we rebuke a wise man, he will be wiser, and if we rebuke a fool, he will hate us. A mature person with the right attitude will respond to personal prophecy—even if it is corrective—with the attributes of heavenly wisdom: "The wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy" (James 3:17). Even if the prophetic word is inaccurate, the righteous and mature person will not respond with carnal or childish behavior.


  Finally, pride can hinder personal prophecy from coming to pass. A good biblical example is found in II Kings 5 when Captain Naaman of Syria fell ill with leprosy and requested that prophet Elisha heal him. Elisha sent a messenger to Naaman telling him to go to the river Jordan and dip seven times to be healed. Naaman's response was one of anger and outrage for his personal pride was hurt because Elisha had not come to meet him personally and his sense of national pride was hurt because the Jordan river was in Israel rather than in Syria. As the account progressed, Naaman eventually humbled himself to obey Elisha's instructions and his obedience caused the prophetic word of healing to manifest. Again, his willingness to swallow his pride and act with an attitude of obedience activated his prophecy to its fulfillment.


  
    


  


  


  #2. RECORD. READ AND MEDITATE


  One of the greatest principles in properly responding to your personal prophecy is to record what was said and write it out so that it may be read and meditated upon. The Apostle Paul told Timothy: "Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them, that thy profiting may appear to all" (I Tim. 4:14,15). Here Paul reminds Timothy that he had been given a gift by prophecy when he was prophesied over by the presbytery. Besides telling him to neglect not the gift within him, Paul also told him to meditate over his personal prophecies so that everything spoken would be made manifest and become profitable to the whole Body of Christ.


  This leads to one main question. How could Timothy properly meditate upon those things spoken over him by the prophetic presbytery unless they were written down for him? Obviously, those around Timothy had an understanding of the biblical precedent for recording and meditating upon what God spoke. Such scriptures as Hab. 2:2; Rev. 2:1; Is. 8:1; II Chron. 16:4; Jer. 36:2; Ez. 2:10, 3:1-3; Zech. 5:1-4; Joshua 1:8; Ps. 1:2,19:14,39:3,63:6 validate the importance of recording, writing out and meditating upon God's prophetic word.


  In the early days of my ministry (1950's and 1960's) many of the prophecies I received were not recorded because of the lack of sound-recording equipment. Those that I did get on tape were first recorded on a seven-inch-reel wire recorder, and then transferred onto a seven-inch-tape reel. Last, they were written out by hand, and then typed. Today, we can be grateful for the convenience of the cassette recorder and should always use it for taping personal prophecy.


  If we choose not to record prophecy, the prophecy actually becomes of little value to us because the important details of the prophetic word are soon forgotten. This is especially true if the prophecy is lengthy because the human mind can only remember a little of the exact wording. I know this from personal experience; of the thousands of words that were spoken over me prophetically but never recorded, I can only recall two or three phrases. We simply cannot expect to respond properly to a personal prophecy unless all the words are recorded, read and understood clearly.


  For this reason, all personal prophecies should be recorded and proper preparation should be made ahead of time. When an experienced prophetic presbytery is ministering, they will normally make arrangements to record everything.


  If someone approaches us saying they have a word from the Lord for us, we should ask them to wait a moment until we can get a recorder, or have them come with us to a place where there is recording equipment. If no equipment is available, then ask the person to write the word out so the word can be retained and full benefit can be derived from it. If they are a true man or woman of God, they will honor this request without becoming offended or feeling resentful.


  Another benefit of recording a prophetic word is that after receiving several prophecies, they can then be compared for agreement. When comparing, you will usually notice that some of the same thoughts and words appear from the messages of different individuals who were not familiar with what was said to you previously. This agreement helps us realize that they must really be the word of the Lord, because they are being confirmed in the mouth of several witnesses.


  Besides benefitting the person who receives a prophetic word, recording also provides personal protection for the prophet. People have a way of misapplying, twisting and reinterpreting what they hear and what they think they hear in a prophecy; so that what they remember conforms to their selfish desires instead of God's will.


  As an example, I was once ministering in a church with an unmarried pastor. At the time, I prophesied to a young single woman in the congregation, who several weeks later relayed to Jane, my daughter-in-law, "Did you know that Dr. Hamon prophesied I would marry my pastor?" Jane, questioned her statement and asked whether the woman had written out her prophecy. She had and she showed it to Jane. It read: "God will give you the desires of your heart." Of course, the young woman stated that her desire was to marry her pastor! Jane advised her that she could not assume any marriage plans; but if the prophecy had not been written down, convincing her of that might have been much more difficult. She was not telling people that I prophesied God would give her the desires of her heart but that she should marry her pastor.


  Another advantage of recording, writing it out and meditating upon personal prophecies is that it reveals that several interpretations may be possible for the same word. Many times, our first interpretation is not always a true and proper application. I once went to a minister for a prophetic word looking for assurance that God would supply a desperate financial need. At the time, I was two days late on a $40,000 payment and the word of the Lord spoken said, "I will supply your need, for to deny you would be to deny myself." I walked away confessing that my financial need was met, but it never was. Later I went to the Lord inquiring of Him why He hadn't fulfilled His prophetic promise. He replied, "Yes, I did. I met the need I promised prophetically through my servant. You thought your greatest need was that payment, but I saw a greater need than that money, and I have met it faithfully." The Lord then gave me revelation so that I could perceive how much greater was the need He did meet that night. In light of this example, we should always go over a recorded word from God with a pastor or elder who believes in and understands personal prophecy. Outside objective people can help us make sure that we are not misinterpreting or misapplying the message given.


  Last, knowing we must record, read and meditate upon the prophetic word helps restrain us from making any major decisions or drawing any final conclusions about what it means, while it is being given. When receiving a prophetic word, it is best to just listen attentively and prayerfully, reserving all final judgments for later when we have the prophecy before us in written form. At the actual time of receiving a prophetic word, our spirit is best engaged in witnessing actively to the spirit of the person prophesying and the divine inspiration which is motivating him or her, rather than judging and evaluating the prophecy. Proper evaluation can be hindered due to our emotional, mental, and physical posture while receiving a prophecy.


  
    


  


  


  #3. WITNESS TO YOUR PROPHECY


  How do we bear witness with a prophetic word's accuracy in spirit and content? The same way we bear witness that we are a child of God: "The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit..," (Rom. 8:16). We prove prophecy by biblical principles and the proper criteria for judging prophetic words, but we witness to a prophecy with our spirit.


  Sometimes I have heard people say, "I did not witness with that prophecy." But after questioning them, I discovered that what they actually meant was that the prophecy did not confirm their theology, or they did not like what was said, or their emotions reacted negatively to it. They failed to grasp and understand that we do not bear witness with the soulish mind, emotions or will, according to personal opinions, desires or goals.


  In order to properly bear witness to a prophetic word, we must be able to discern between our human soul and our spirit. The spirit realm of man is where divine love and faith operate; the soul harbors our emotions, reasoning, imagination and soulish desires; and our flesh contains our five senses, including our feeling.


  Reasoning is in the mind, not in the spirit. Because of this, our traditions, beliefs and strong opinions are not a true witness to prophetic truth. In fact, these faculties often bring doubt, confusion, resentment, rejection and rebellion against true personal prophecy. Sometimes our head may say "No" while our heart says "Go." Our soul may say, "I don't understand," while our spirit says, "It's fine; don't lean to your own understanding."


  "Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths."


  (Prov.3:5,6)


  As an example, consider what would happen if a devout Catholic received a prophecy saying he was not to worship Mary. Would he "bear witness" to that word? Probably not, because of his tradition and his emotional tie to Mary. Likewise, what if you prophesied water baptism by immersion to a Presbyterian or speaking in tongues to a traditional Baptist? You would probably receive the same reaction.


  The challenge today is that most people cannot discern between a negative soulish reaction and the spirit's lack of witness to something. The spirit reaction originates deep within our being. Many Christians describe the physical location of its corresponding sensation as a feeling in the upper stomach or lower chest area. A negative spirit-witness, with a message of either "No," "Be careful," or "Something's not right," usually manifests itself with a nervous, jumpy or uneasy feeling, a deep, almost unintelligible sensation that something is not right.


  This sensation can only be trusted when we are more in tune with our spirit than with our thoughts. If our thinking is causing these sensations, then it could be a soulish reaction rather than the Spirit bearing a negative witness.


  When God's Spirit does bear witness with our spirit that a prophetic word is right, is of God and is according to His divine will and purpose, then our spirit reacts with the fruit of the Holy Spirit. There is a deep, unexplainable peace and joy, a warm, loving feeling or even a sense of our spirit jumping up and down with excitement. This positive sensation assures us that the Holy Spirit is bearing witness with our spirit that everything is in order, even though we may not understand all that is being said, or the soul may not be able to adjust immediately to all the thoughts being presented.


  Don’t do what you don’t witness to. If there is neither reaction nor sensation in the spirit, but rather more of a neutral feeling, then it is a "wait and see" situation. The spirit is saying, "Nothing to get excited about, nothing to get worried about." Time will tell, so we must trust and obey, believe and become, desire and do what we know to do. If the prophecy is of God, it will all come to pass, and we will fulfill God's will.


  In closing, to properly bear witness to a prophetic word, we must understand the issue of new revelation as opposed to confirmation in a prophetic word. Sadly enough, there is a teaching being ministered that prophecy is only for confirmation. In its current form, this teaching insists that we should reject any personal prophecy that presents a thought which is totally new to us. It claims that God will only speak in prophecy things we have already heard from Him in our own spirit, serving merely as confirmation. This is the ideal but not the real.


  There is no doubt that prophecy is received and borne witness to more easily and immediately when it is a confirmation of things which have already been considered by the person who is receiving the prophecy. But I believe we are seeking a false sense of security when we insist that God will never have a prophet tell us anything unless He has told us first. In fact, I think we are indulging ourselves in a proud ego trip to claim that God must always speak to us first, personally, before He can speak to us through someone else. There is no scripture to support such a belief.


  Allow me to give you a few scriptural illustrations revealing that a prophet can speak new things to a person from God which that person had never before thought of or considered. For example, David, as a young shepherd boy was anointed by Samuel with a prophecy that he would become king. We have no indication that this young man had ever before even dreamed of ruling Israel.


  We see Elisha as a farmer who had no thoughts of going into ministry until Elijah the prophet revealed that he would be a prophet. Jehu had no idea that he might someday be king of Israel until Elijah revealed it to him. Paul received his first insight that he would be an apostle to the Gentiles, not from Jesus on the road to Damascus, not from the inward voice of the Holy Spirit, but rather from Ananias when he prophesied the word of the Lord and ministered healing to him.


  We cannot reject the word of a prophet or consider it inaccurate simply because we have not already been thinking about what is prophesied. God uses the prophets to speak new truth, not only to the Church, but also to individuals. We must prove all words before rejecting them.


  Allow me to give you a personal example before we move onto another principle of response. I once gave a prophetic word to a man in the oil business that he would go into a new business and have a chain of restaurants. At the time, such a thought had never entered into his mind. For four years he stayed in the oil business and forgot about the prophecy. But when the oil business went bad, an opportunity opened up for him to go into the restaurant business—and he is now opening his third restaurant in that chain.


  When new thoughts are presented to us in prophecy, we should stay open, write them out, consider them and pray about them. We should wait and see, and remain open, teachable and divinely flexible. When God opens the door of opportunity in the area described, we will already have a confirmation that He is in it. Prophetic confirmations sometimes come before we even know we need one.


  
    


  


  


  #4. WAR A GOOD WARFARE


  "This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare."


  (I Tim. 1:18)


  Paul told Timothy to do more than just meditate upon his prophecies; he said they should be used to fight the battle! We can take the personal prophecies we have witnessed to and proven and wage spiritual warfare with them. The kings of Judah and Israel such as David and Jehoshaphat, defeated their enemies based upon personal prophecies they received from a prophet.


  Joshua also received a specific and individual word about Jericho which makes us realize that prophetic words such as Jehoshaphat's or Joshua's, gave battle strategy that would work because God said to do it a certain way and at a particular time. This type of word can rightly be called a personal prophecy. These battles were won because the leaders followed specific directions from the Lord for a specific occasion.


  Warfare entails perseverance and personal prophecy gives us the power to persevere. The Apostle Paul was able to endure great suffering with joy because the man of God had prophesied to him that it was God's will for him to suffer for the name of Christ Jesus.


  "For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake."


  (Acts 9:16)


  A good example of waging warfare with prophecy comes from the experience of my wife, Evelyn. In 1979 a prophet gave her a word which contained some things she had not previously thought of, yet she believed the prophet and prospered; she believed God and saw things established.


  Part of her prophecy declared that God had made a covenant with her that our children could not and would not marry out of the Lord's will. At the time our two youngest children were not married. Our oldest son, Tim, was already married, and we had all felt an assurance and a witness that Karen was the right one for him. But our second son, twenty-year-old Tom, was going steady with a Christian girl that both my wife and I felt was not the right one. At the same time, Sherilyn, our eighteen-year-old daughter, was planning to marry a solid Christian young man.


  Sherilyn's fiance was like a son to us, and we could find no scriptural fault with him. But my wife could not get peace about their marriage. The couple went ahead and set the wedding date, and Evelyn helped Sherilyn choose her wedding dress and make all the wedding preparations.


  During this time, my wife was laughing on the outside but crying on the inside because she could not get peace in her spirit about the wedding, even though she mentally agreed to what was happening. She kept quoting and confessing the prophecy she had received that her children would not marry out of God's will. She repeated privately to the Lord, "God, you gave me a personal prophetic promise that you had made a covenant with me while my children were still in the womb that none of them would marry the wrong person. I did not know that before, Lord, but since you revealed it I am believing your prophet and you, God, for my children to prosper and be established in marriage with your preordained helpmate."


  Sherilyn's wedding date was set for August 16, 1980. The four of us left in June to itinerate in ministry up till two weeks before the wedding. Everything was set; all that remained was to have the ceremony.


  The providential events that followed would require in themselves a whole book to describe. But to tell the story briefly, near the end of our itinerary we arrived in DeFuniak Springs, Florida, where the pastor, Glenn Miller, was a twenty-five-year-old single man engaged to be married himself. On the second night of the meetings God spoke separately and independently to Sherilyn and Glenn, telling her, "That's your husband," and telling him, "That's your wife." So both of them broke their engagements and became engaged to each other.


  As it turned out, we all ended up back in Phoenix, Arizona, where we lived at the time, and we went ahead and had the wedding—but with a different groom!


  Meanwhile, Tom had broken off his steady relationship with that young lady, had met another beautiful blonde in Bible college, and became engaged to her. I am convinced that their eventual marriage resulted in part because Evelyn had done warfare with her prophecy. All our children are now married in the perfect will of God, with mates God ordained for them. They are prospering greatly and have given us nine beautiful grandchildren.


  Yes, we can take our proven personal prophecy as a word from the Lord and war a warfare with it that will cause everything to work according to the perfect will of God. If we believe God, we will be established, but we must also believe His prophets in order to prosper (II Chron. 20:20).


  
    


  


  


  #5. DO NOTHTNG DIFFERENT UNLESS DEFINITELY DIRECTED


  When an individual receives a personal prophecy and it contains such references as what God is going to do in the person's life, the call of God on their life, etc., what should that person do? For an example, a young man who is committed to Christ and is studying to be a lawyer in law school receives a personal prophecy that says he is called to pastor. Should he quit law school and go into the ministry, should he finish his secular degree, or should he change his major to pastoral studies? Considering the many options, how should he respond to the word given?


  My best advice according to biblical pattern is to do nothing different unless definitely directed. Unless God gives us explicit instructions to act upon, the proper response to personal prophecy is simply to continue doing what we have been doing before we received the word of the Lord. This is true even if we have been told of great things we will do in the future!


  As an example, we see that David was called from tending sheep, and Samuel anointed him to be king over all Israel. But there were no prophetic indications about when or how this was to come to pass, nor any instructions for David to follow. It was simply a prophetic proclamation. So David returned to his ministry of tending sheep, practicing with his slingshot, and learning to sing and play music to the Lord. Since he was in his early teens at the time, there was nothing he could do about his personal prophecy of kingship except to wait upon God's timing and to occupy his time profitably while he dreamed about his day of prophetic fulfillment (I Sam. 16). For all true prophecies of future accomplishments— ours as well—God's time for fulfillment must be awaited.


  On the other hand, when a prophecy is received which includes specific instructions and an anointing for immediate action, then it is time to act upon the prophecy (II Kings 9). As an example, Jehu, one of the chief captains of the army of Israel, received such a prophecy. Elisha commissioned one of his young prophets to take a box of anointing oil and go to Ramoth-Gilead, where he was to anoint Jehu king of Israel, and then run. The young man not only anointed Jehu king, but also prophesied the destruction of the Ahab dynasty, which Elijah had also prophesied to Jehu some twelve years earlier (II Kings 9:8,9; I Kings 21).


  Jehu's years of experience had prepared him for this time. He was zealous for the Lord, willing and ready. All his fellow captains witnessed with his decision. So God's timing caused everything to fall in order, enabling and encouraging him to act immediately upon the prophecy and to follow through until he had fulfilled faithfully all that had been spoken (II Kings 9,10).


  Jehu and David reveal the two possible responses to a prophetic word. Jehu took immediate action to fulfill his prophecy and was launched into a twenty-eight year reign as king of Israel. David on the other hand, did nothing immediately to fulfill his prophecy, but waited patiently approximately seventeen years before it was even partially fulfilled, and another seven before fulfillment was complete. His patient waiting without trying to make the prophecy come to pass on his own strength ultimately launched him into a successful kingship ministry of forty years.


  
    


  


  


  #6. UNDERSTANDING GOD’S UNIVERSAL DIVINE PRINCIPLES


  God has divine requirements, directives, and principles that must be in operation in order for anything that He has established to work. Just as there are natural laws in the universe and in nature, so there are biblical/ spiritual laws for obtaining and fulfilling your personal and ministerial needs.


  For water to be formed, there has to be the right combination of hydrogen and oxygen (H2O). For an airplane to fly, it must have the right design and thrust. It must conform to the laws of aerodynamics in order to overcome the law of gravity so that it can take off, maintain a controlled flight, and then make a successful landing. Personal prophecy is like the airplane, our ability to accomplish and fulfill what was spoken is dependent upon certain laws.


  As an example, imagine if someone gave you a car to make a trip across the country. Does having the car guarantee that you will get there? NO! You, as the driver, have a part to play in order to make sure that the car fulfills its mission. You must keep gas in the gas tank, oil in the engine, water in the radiator, fix any flat tires, etc. Just because you received a personal prophecy that revealed things you were to be and do and arrive at a certain destination of personal and ministerial accomplishment, does not guarantee that it will take you there. You must keep your "car" full of the gas of faith and obedience, maintain the right amount of oil of peaceful trust, and keep the proper level of water of joyful expectation.


  Fulfilling personal prophecy is like baking a cake. All the necessary ingredients must be put together in proper proportion, blended together to the right consistency, and then baked in the oven the proper amount of time. Only then will it have the shape and taste that others would desire to receive and partake of.


  Fulfilling personal prophecy is also like getting your prayers answered. Jesus declared that we are to "ask and ye shall receive" and "whatsoever you ask the Father in My name that shall you receive" (John 15:24; 16:23). Yet many Christians "ask" in prayer for many things and never receive them. Does that make the words of Jesus false or inaccurate because Christians quote those scriptures and then ask but nothing happens? Shall we throw those scriptures out and say they are not of God because they didn't come to pass like we expected? NO! For answered prayer, like the cake, has many more ingredients than the aspect of just "asking."


  For instance, James declares, 'Ye ask and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts" (James 4:3). Here we find the additional ingredients, asking for the right thing with the proper motive. Other scriptures, such as Mark 11:24 and Heb. 11:6, reveal that "faith" must be added to our prayers in order for them to be answered.


  Likewise, the same is true for personal prophecy. There are certain attitudes and actions that must be blended together and then left in the oven of God's timing before it can be fulfilled properly. Just as the car is not at fault for not taking you to your desired destination if you don't maintain it, personal prophecy will not be fulfilled unless we learn how to properly respond to God's voice.


  In other prophetic booklets, we give you additional insight and understanding in the area of personal prophecy. This booklet dealt with the main ingredients that are needed to fulfill personal prophecy. Like growing corn, we dealt with the seed type and soil type necessary to grow corn (personal prophecy). In one of our booklets entitled, Hindrances to Personal Prophecy, we reveal the things that we and others can do that can cause our corn (personal prophecies) to be hindered from reaching fruition. All personal prophecies are conditional. There are many things that keep corn from reaching maturity and harvest: watering, storms, cut-worms, blight, diseases, animals breaking into the field and devouring, or the farmer impatiently reaping before the corn is ready for the harvest. Many examples, using the lives of biblical characters, are utilized in the above booklet to show the things that can cause personal prophecies to be hindered, perverted, or completely canceled.


  In conclusion, memorize and meditate upon these proper responses to personal prophecy until they are incorporated into your life and ministry. Believe God so that you will be established and believe your personal prophecies and war a good warfare with them so that you may prosper and be victorious in your Christian life and ministry.


  From these six prophetic guidelines we can conclude that it is not enough to receive a prophecy. We must also respond properly in order to see its fulfillment. To review these six, we must:


  1. Have the right attitudes of faith, obedience, patience, humility, meekness and submission.


  2. Be willing to record, read and meditate upon the prophetic words we have received.


  3. Learn to properly discern so that we may bear witness to our prophecies.


  4. Be willing to war a good warfare.


  5. Do nothing different unless we are definitely directed.


  6. Understand God's universal divine principles.


  
    


  


  


  FULFILLING YOUR PERSONAL PROPHECY


  This book shares vital prophetic principles for properly responding to Cod's voice in personal prophecy.


  — Having the right attitude


  — Record, Read and Meditate


  — Witness to your prophecy


  — War a good warfare


  — Do nothing different unless definitely directed


  — Understanding God's universal divine principles


  Dr. Hamon is the President and Founder of the Network of Prophetic Ministries, which was founded to train, equip and provide accountability for many of the prophets God is raising up. Dr. Hamon was confirmed as Bishop among the College of Bishops of the International Communion of Charismatic Churches and is one of the Apostolic ministers within the Congress of elders of the Network of Christian Ministries.
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  Bishop Bill Hamon, Th.B., Th.M., D.D., is respected by church leaders around the world as a senior leader of the prophetic company God is raising up in these last days.
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