
  
    
      
    
  


  
    
      


    

  


  


  The Good Life


  God’s Law of Sowing


  The first step toward living the good life is knowing and practicing the laws of sowing and reaping. When a farmer puts a corn seed into the ground, he doesn't get back just one corn seed. When he puts that seed into the earth, a divinely ordered process begins. The seed produces a stalk of corn, the stalk produces several ears of corn, and each ear produces many new seeds—all from the one seed the farmer planted.


  Notice an important point. The farmer has to sow the seed first before he can have a harvest. The more seed he sows, the larger the harvest will be.


  But remember this—if you give little, you will get little. A farmer who plants just a few seeds will get only a small crop, but if he plants much, he will reap much. Every one must make up his own mind as to how much he should give....


  For God, who gives seed to the farmer to plant, and later on, good crops to harvest and eat, will give you more and more seed to plant and will make it grow so that you can give away more and more fruit from your harvest.


  2 Corinthians 9:6,7,10 TLB


  Every day you make a choice either to sow some of your seed or to eat it. When you exercise faith and sow, you release God's law of prosperity. When you give in to your fear and eat your seed, or hide it, you release God's law of poverty.


  Do not let your circumstances rule you. They may indicate that you can't afford to sow anything into the gospel now. But Scripture clearly tells us if we are ruled by our circumstances, we won't ever sow.


  He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap.


  Ecclesiastes 11:4


  If you do not sow, you cannot reap, but God's Word clearly tells you to sow in all circumstances.


  In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand: for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good.


  Ecclesiastes 11:6


  Remember:


  Sow seed and you will harvest (2 Corinthians 9:6).


  When you sow, do not look to your circumstances (Ecclesiastes 11:4).


  Sow regularly to every good work (Ecclesiastes 11:6).


  God’s Law of Reaping


  If most of the saints understood the following statement, more of them would be enjoying God's prosperity in their lives. If you sow, you will reap.


  Repeat that statement out loud several times. Let it sink into your spirit. Say "If I sow, I will reap." It is God's law, and it cannot fail. God warns us not to be fooled.


  Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto [share with] him that teacheth in all good things.


  Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.


  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.


  And let us not be weary in well doing; for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.


  Galatians 6:6-9


  God's Spiritual Law of Prosperity says:


  1. Sow the seed.


  2. In due season, reap the harvest.


  3. You will reap what you sow.


  As you sow your seeds into the gospel of Jesus Christ, you will reap His harvest. God will take your seed and multiply it back to you.


  Also notice the timing of the harvest. You will reap in due season. So, don't sow your seed one day, and expect to reap a harvest the next morning. Would a farmer plant his crop on Thursday, and take his combine out into the field expecting a harvest on Friday? No.


  Here is the final, vital point. You will reap what you sow. "Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." If you sow apples, you will reap apples. If you sow corn, you will reap corn. If you sow love, you will reap love. If you sow money, you will reap money.


  Don't sow love and expect God to return finances to you. God's spiritual law says if you sow love, you will reap love, not finances. If you desire more wealth and more money to meet your needs, put more money into God's Kingdom. To reap a harvest of money, you must first sow money. Farmers know this principle.


  Remember:


  Farmers know if they sow, they will reap.


  Farmers know they can reap only the kind of harvest they sow.


  Farmers know they cannot reap in the same season they sow.


  These are God's laws of the harvest.


  Should Christians Have Luxuries?


  Before we answer this highly controversial question, let's decide what luxuries are. My dictionary defines the word luxuries as "the comforts and beautiful things of life beyond what are really necessary." The next definition reads in part, "costly foods,... clothing, houses, or furniture; the things a person enjoys, usually very costly and very choice."


  For decades Christians have felt they should have just enough food to eat, and wear the simplest of clothes.


  They considered it holy to just barely make it. Somehow poverty was thought to be a sign of spirituality or great love for God.


  Jesus didn't seem to function in that frame of mind. In fact, the first miracle He ever performed was one of luxury and of a material nature. It took place at the marriage feast in Cana, as told in the second chapter of the Book of John.


  When the hosts of the marriage feast ran out of wine, Jesus didn't say, "Well, the guests have had enough; it's time for everyone to go home." No, He made wine for everyone in attendance, and the Apostle John reports that it was the best wine. It was a luxury.


  I think it is important to note that Jesus performed this miracle of luxury for people who had already had plenty of wine to drink.


  God does not mind if you have luxuries. Even Jesus owned nice things. The Bible describes His cloak as being so lovely, the soldiers who crucified Him cast lots to see who would be fortunate enough to own it.


  As you continue your study, you will discover many similar examples of God's luxurious giving. If God Himself set the pattern, who are we to change it?


  Is Jesus Against Your Having Luxuries?


  Shortly before His crucifixion, Jesus was having dinner in the home of a Pharisee when a woman brought an alabaster box of precious ointment and anointed Him with it. His disciples saw the action and complained.


  ... To what purpose is this waste?


  For this ointment might have been sold for much, and given to the poor.


  Matthew 26:8,9


  Instead of arguing with the apostles, Jesus replied,


  ... Why trouble ye the woman? for she hath wrought a good work upon me.


  Matthew 6:10


  Once again we see Jesus does not mind nice things. He did not even answer the disciples' comments about the waste of ointment. Instead, He commended the woman's actions and called them a "good work." He even prophesied about her.


  ... Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath done, be told for a memorial of her.


  Matthew 26:13


  Jesus recognized there was enough wealth in the world for everyone, and it was fine for the luxurious alabaster box to be broken, and its precious oil poured over Him. Jesus appreciated the woman's heart so much that He said her actions would be remembered right along with the gospel as a magnificent memorial to her.


  Notice that Jesus never memorialized the actions of those who exemplified poverty, lack and insufficiency. But here He memorializes this good deed done to Him with the costly ointment.


  Is Jesus against luxuries? The Word of God certainly gives us no indication that He opposed them during His earthly ministry. His own actions seem to indicate He was not against them, so why are so many Christians today against luxuries?


  Remember, the greatest luxury of all is the precious blood of Jesus which was poured out without limit for all the world.


  I want you to know that if you give generously into the preaching of the gospel,


  God will not withhold any good thing from you. Luxuries should never take the place of the precious gospel, but they are available to the children of God.


  You Can Have the Good Things in Life


  My life began to change dramatically when I started to believe God's promises. You see, it doesn't really matter how expensive clothing gets, or how high the price of groceries soars, because God says He will take care of us if we are taking care of those ministries that are preaching the gospel around the world.


  It is simple. If you believe and trust God, you will give to His work just as the Scripture teaches. Here is the good news of what is promised in return for your giving.


  But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.


  Philippians 4:19


  Notice this verse does not say God will supply these good things out of His riches in glory, but rather He will supply them in accordance with His riches in glory. That means God plans to supply you, according to the good things He enjoys in heaven.


  Of course, we know heaven is not poverty-ridden. God's throne is not made out of wood and plaster and thread-bare upholstery. The Apostle John surely isn't describing a slum or a second-hand store when he gives us the description of God's riches in glory.


  And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass.


  And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald;


  The fifth, sardonyx: the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst.


  And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.


  Revelation 21:18-21


  God enjoys good things, and He said He will supply our needs in that same fashion, ”... according to His riches in glory” (Philippians 4:19). God wants you to have good things.


  Think with me. Suppose you were doing well and prospering, and your son or daughter became a partner with you. Suppose he or she pleased you by being a great worker in the family business. Would you live in a mansion in the best part of town and allow your child to live in a cheap apartment in the slums? Would you enjoy riches, but expect your child to barely get by? Certainly not!


  Scripture tells us if we, as human beings, know how to give good gifts to our children, we can be certain that God will give even better things to us, His children.


  If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give....


  Luke 11:13


  God Wants You Always Abounding


  God does not talk about giving us small portions. The psalmist David wrote of the abundance the Lord provides.


  Thou preparest a table [banquet] before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.


  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.


  Psalm 23:5,6


  Are you beginning to grasp the desire of God? He wants you to sit at a banquet table. He wants you anointed with costly oil. He wants your cup to overflow with good things. He wants goodness and mercy in your life.


  There is no talk in the Bible about running out, or running short, or doing without, or not having enough. God talks about abundance. He talks about always abounding in the magnificent things He has created for us.


  How many times have you stood in a store and weighed the difference between a bad suit or a good suit, a cheap dress or a well-made one? How many times have you bought a poor pair of jeans instead of a pair that would last? How many times have you thought you just couldn't have the best because you are a Christian?


  I've got a shocking statement for you. God wants you to have the best!


  Look at the clothes Jesus wore. When He was crucified, the soldiers tore up the garments of the other two men, but when it came to Jesus, they wanted to keep His garment in one piece.


  Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments ... and also his coat: now the coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout.


  They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend [tear] it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be....


  John 19:23,24


  The coat of Jesus was very fine indeed, so fine the soldiers did not want to destroy it. Jesus wore quality things, and He wants you to pattern yourself after Him.


  A Half-Truth Will Not Set You Free


  Only the whole truth will set you free. Most Christians know only half the truth. They know Jesus commanded us to give up all we have and follow Him, and that's good teaching. I teach that. But there's a second part to that truth, and only when you understand the second part will you really be set free.


  Jesus did say to give up all and follow Him, but He also said He would give back a hundredfold here and now, in this lifetime.


  ... Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s,


  But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.


  Mark 10:29, 30


  There it is in black and white. You will receive a hundredfold return now, in this time, not after you die and go to heaven. Jesus wants you to give all you have for Him, but only so He can give it back to you.


  God does not want you poor or homeless or without family. He wants you to give up those things only so He can multiply them back to you.


  Giving everything up doesn't necessarily call for deeding all your property to the Church. It does mean giving God control of all your possessions. Very seldom have I ever heard of God asking anyone to sell everything and give to His work, but sometimes He does. One time He asked my wife and me to give up our house, and we did. He then put us into a new house that we liked even more, and we began to experience more abundance than we had ever thought possible. However, be careful when you make these types of decisions.


  They can bring ruin into your life if you make them without God's specific instructions.


  Release It All, and You’ll Get It All Back


  When you release everything to the Lord, He promises to return it all to you abundantly. That is the promise from Mark 10:29,30.


  God made the promise. Now He is waiting for His people to grasp His mentality in relation to abundance, and to stop being cheated out of what is potentially theirs.


  When you release control of your possessions to the Lord, you do not give up anything. Read Mark 10:29,30 again. It deals with things we understand: houses, lands and families. Don't turn a deaf ear to what God wants you to hear in this passage. Do not let Satan lie to you even one more day by telling you it is holy to be poor.


  In the deepest sense, to be poor means "to be powerless." If the devil can keep the saints trembling in shoes full of holes, living in run-down houses, barely able to pay the bills and buy groceries, he can s to p th e spreading of the gospel to the world. Every soul-winning ministry, evangelist, Christian writer or teacher needs money to carry on an effective gospel outreach. So you can see why Satan wants to keep the saints poor.


  God does not talk about a poverty gospel in Mark 10:29,30. Nor does He talk only about religious things. He talks about houses and lands. God wants you to release everything into His control, not so that you will be poor, but so that He can make you far richer than you were before. That is God's way of preparing you for your dynamic part in the financing of His great end-time harvest.


  How to Get the Good Life Going


  Before you can really live "the good life," you must focus on the spiritual. The Scripture tells us,


  ... Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on.


  The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment


  Luke 12:22,23


  God wants you to eat and have fine clothes. He doesn't want you to be anxious for them. Don't follow after them. Don't make them the lord of your life. You must keep your priorities straight.


  But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you.


  Luke 12:31


  Your life is more than food, drink, a nice house and vacations. Your good life starts when you seek first God's Kingdom and God's way. When you literally put God's Kingdom first and begin to live totally in C hri s t, understanding you are God's temple, you can have nice clothes, a good car, and a beautiful home. All of these things will be added to you. It's a matter of priority. God says the good life is your portion.


  Behold that which I have seen: it is good and comely for one to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labor... for it is his portion.


  Every man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labor; this is the gift of God.


  Ecclesiastes 5:18,19


  God does not want to deprive you of the things you need to live, and to live abundantly. He just wants you to seek Him first; then all the other things will be added unto you.


  When you begin to experience the good life, don't stop seeking the Lord. As surely as you do, those things that God so richly added to you will begin to fall away.


  Abounding to Finance the End-Time Harvest


  We are living in the end times. We are down to the final harvest. Yet look around you. The Church of Jesus Christ does not have enough tools to bring in the harvest, or enough storage bins to house it if we did. There are more than two and one-half billion souls out there who are still waiting to hear about our Jesus. We don't have the proper funds to send preachers to them so that they can hear the precious gospel.


  Are millions of people going to hell because God does not provide us with the resources to reach them? Nonsense! They are going to hell because the saints of God have not learned to lay hold of the resources God has already provided.


  Yes, God wants you to abound. Yes, He wants you to be prosperous. Yes, God wants you to have control over great wealth. Who else can He trust? Who else will give to bring in the Kingdom? It won't be the multi-millionaire rock stars who sing satanic songs. It won't be the pornographers who make billions of dollars by shooting indecent pictures of little children. It won't be the drug dealers who are daily destroying the lives of so many of our precious teenagers and young adults. Surely it will not be the liquor manufacturers.


  God wants you in abundance because only the saints of God will take the prosperity He gives them and use it as good stewards. Only His children will use the money for the salvation of millions of dying souls.


  Remember that God has given you the ability to prosper. You can reach a dying world with the good news if you use that prosperity correctly. We need to circle the globe with the good news that Jesus died on the cross to save us.


  If we keep living according to our old concepts, our old ideas about money and prosperity, there is no way we will ever reach the lost. It will take a breakthrough in our lives, and in the lives of thousands of other saints, before we will fully experience


  God's abundance and begin to reach the world.


  Put the laws of sowing and reaping to work today and begin to experience your breakthrough. God wants you to live the good life and have more than enough to finance the gospel around the world.
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