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   “Cherie Hill has a heart for the brokenhearted. With true compassion she communicates God’s personal and infinite love for all who suffer and who search for meaning. I highly recommend this book.”
 
   –Father Jonathan Morris, author of “The Promise: God’s Purpose and Plan for When Life Hurts,” theological advisor in “The Passion of the Christ,” and Fox News Analyst.
 
    
 
   “Cherie Hill is an author with a tangible passion. She exudes the flame of caring, concern, and love in her writing. She is a cheerleader for Jesus.”
 
   –Donald Parker, author of Contemporary Fiction
 
    
 
   “Ms. Cherie Hill does all Christian readers a great service by going beyond the surface look at the Book of Job to reveal its deeper meanings: To guide us in how we should handle difficulties and problems that overwhelm us, to remind us to use times of troubles to draw closer to God, to give us the opportunity to wait patiently and listen for God, to beckon the call to forgive those who hurt us so that we can be kept from unrighteousness, to remind us to leave our pride behind and accept God’s grace through the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ, and it’s an invitation to rest comfortably in obedience as God does a work in us.”
 
   –Donald M. Mitchell, Amazon.com top 10 Reviewer, Harvard Graduate, author, and CEO featured in Forbes Magazine.
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   Dedication
 
   It is by living through the chapters of my life which have enabled me to write the chapters of this book. I thank my Father in Heaven for His faithfulness. I thank You for showing me that it is through my faith in You that the mountains in my life can be moved and I can walk on water. I want to thank You Lord, for always holding on to me and never letting go. Thank You for the gift 
 
   of Christ who walks with me daily 
 
   and for Your love, mercy, and grace which 
 
   fill me to the full each and 
 
   every moment of my life. 
 
   I will forever serve You, 
 
   until I see You face to face . . . 
 
    
 
   “I know that my Redeemer lives, 
 
   and that in the end he will stand 
 
   upon the earth. 
 
   And after my skin has 
 
   been destroyed, 
 
   yet in my flesh I will see God;
 
   I myself will see him 
 
   with my own eyes— 
 
   I and not another.” 
 
   Job 19:25–27 (NLT)
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~Chapter 1~
 
    
 
    
 
   The End
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   If my misery could be weighed
 
   and my troubles be put 
 
   on the scales,
 
   they would outweigh 
 
   all the sands of the sea.
 
   Job 6:2–3 (NLT)
 
    
 
   At some point, you will find yourself sitting down in what remains of your life . . . the “ashes.” They more than adequately represent what appears to be . . . “The End.” The ashes, so appropriately, display shattered dreams and failed expectations for your life; they consume and overwhelm you with feelings of complete hopelessness. It’s in the ashes where you encounter a new depth of pain in your soul that you never knew existed; the emptiness you experience is more than unbearable. The anguish and distress penetrate the depths of your soul, and without warning, the spirit within you is crushed beyond words. As you are forced to accept the unacceptable, you barely have the strength to breathe and the tears that all but drown you . . . become insufficient. As we struggle to make it through the very next moment, we beg for “The End” to come quickly and not delay.
 
    “And now my heart is broken. Depression haunts my days. My weary nights are filled with pain as though something were relentlessly gnawing at my bones. With a strong hand God grabs my garment. He grips me by the collar of my tunic. He has thrown me into the mud. I have become as dust and ashes.” (Job 30:16–19 NLT)
 
   
 My eye pours out tears to God.
 
   (Job 16:20 AMP)
 
    
 
   I am worn out from sobbing. 
 
   Every night tears drench my bed; 
 
   my pillow is wet from weeping. 
 
   My vision is blurred by grief; 
 
   my eyes are worn out 
 
   because of all my enemies.
 
   (Psalm 6:6–7 NLT)
 
    
 
   Save me, O God, for the waters have come up to my neck. I sink in the miry depths, where there is no foothold. I have come into the deep waters; the floods engulf me. I am worn out calling for help; my throat is parched. My eyes fail, looking for my God. 
 
   (Psalm 69:1–3 NIV)
 
    
 
   In the greatest valleys of your life, you come to realize that your soul is “ground zero.” When you’re consumed by pain and desperation, it’s easy to conclude that God has abandoned you. The feeling of helplessness is not an illusion—it’s reality. There is rarely anything we can do, but simply persevere through our circumstances; mere survival is a fierce battle, when our soul is convinced that it is . . . “The End.”
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   It is a loving God who allows us 
 
   to be brought to our knees . . . 
 
   so that we have nowhere 
 
   to look, but up.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   If and when we turn to God, we can be filled with anger . . . when we realize: If God is who He says He is, then He is allowing us to suffer. As we dig deeper, looking for some kind of meaning in it all, the fact that we find no meaning for our pain only magnifies our suffering.
 
   The questions begin to domino, as the battle within us rages and we cry out, “Where is God? Why is He silent when He should speak? Where is His justice? Why has He abandoned me?” As if the pain of our suffering were not enough, we call out to a God who remains silent—a subsequent burden that is even greater than the original.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   When you feel as though 
 
   your life is falling apart,
 
   it’s really just falling into place 
 
   in the hands of God.
 
   He’s taking your “Ending”
 
   and transforming it 
 
   into His “Beginning.”
 
   When all hope is gone . . . 
 
   there is faith.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   It is at this moment, as we sit in the ashes of our life God is closest. It is in the ashes that God’s greatest work can be done. It is a loving God who allows us to be brought to our knees, so that we will have nowhere to look, but up. When we fear that we are too weak to hold onto God, we find that God is holding onto us. Regardless of any circumstances in this life, no matter how unfaithful we are . . .God remains faithful. When we feel certain that we’re at “The End,” we can actually “begin” to find God. When you feel as though your life is falling apart, you’ll find that through your faith in God . . .it’s really just falling into place.
 
    You see, it’s the very thing that has brought you to your knees that will give you the opportunity to finally see God. It’s through your suffering that God is drawing you nearer. His presence and His power will become increasingly real to you, in His time, as you realize that He will take everything that you see as an “Ending” and transform it into an incredible “Beginning.”
 
    It is a beginning that will not only bring you closer to Him, but will also bring you peace and joy that you have never known. In your despair, you may “feel” that God is absent, farther from you than He has ever been, but it is in the ashes that His presence could not be more evident. When all hope is gone . . . there is faith.
 
    
 
   I go east, but he is not there. 
 
   I go west but I cannot find him. 
 
   I do not see him in the north, 
 
   for he is hidden. 
 
   I turn to the south, 
 
   but I cannot find him. 
 
   But he knows where I am going.
 
   (Job 23: 8–10 NLT)
 
    
 
   His great works are too marvelous to understand. He performs miracles without number. Yet when he comes near, I cannot see him. When he moves on, I do not see him go. (Job 9:10–11 NLT)
 
    
 
   The perception that God is nowhere to be found is a lie of the enemy—it’s important that you recognize this immediately. God is forever sovereign. He oversees every detail of your life.
 
    
 
   The LORD directs the steps of the godly.
 
   He delights in every detail of their lives.
 
   (Psalm 37:23 NLT)
 
    
 
   God is with you when you call out to Him and when you do not. Don’t abandon your faith in God when hardships and sufferings come into your life—that’s exactly what Satan wants you to do. Your adversary wants you to turn your back on God and walk away from your faith. If you abandon God in your times of trial, you’re giving Satan the victory he seeks.
 
   
 ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   God wants to transform your life.
 
   He’s drawing you closer . . . 
 
   desiring to show you,
 
   first–hand . . . His greatness, 
 
   His power, and His amazing love. 
 
   The greater the destruction . . .
 
   the more dramatic the transformation,
 
   and God cannot be denied in the result.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Satan is real, and he is the great deceiver; fully grasping this fact is a critical step forward into your new “Beginning.” You may believe that “the world is against you” . . . and you’re right . . . “this world” is where our enemy dwells. Although we may be tempted to believe that he is in control of it all, the fire that brought about the ashes where you sit has been approved by God. Nothing is beyond the control and authority of our Almighty, loving God.
 
    Although you might not be able to understand the reasons for the trials and tribulations in your life, God holds the answers. God has reasons for allowing it all. Your sufferings are part of a plan. God leaves nothing out; He will use it all for good. If you will continue to step out in faith, instead of walking by sight, He will show you that you are stronger in Him than you ever imagined; His presence and power in your life will surpass anything you can contemplate.
 
    
 
   You intended to harm me, 
 
   but God intended it all for good.
 
   (Genesis 50:20 NLT)
 
    
 
   You can rest assured, God is not surprised by where you are, and He is more than capable of redeeming all that has been lost. God is fully aware of the fallen world in which we live; He is looking forward to the moment when you look up to Him, holding the ashes of your life as they sift through the palm of your hands.
 
   
 So the Lord must wait for you to come to him so he can show you his love and compassion. For the Lord is a faithful God. Blessed are those who wait for his help. (Isaiah 30:18 NLT)
 
    
 
   It is in that moment of surrender, where He will lovingly take you in His arms and begin to recreate your life in a way that you cannot even begin to fathom. It is when you look to Him, and your life is in complete destruction that He smiles and begins to show you, first–hand, what it is like to watch the Creator of the Universe at work.
 
    The thing that is so awesome about God is that He does the impossible. If we will allow Him to use our ashes, the failed expectations and dreams, He will draw attention to His greatness, His power, and His love, by the transformation of our lives. The greater the destruction, the more dramatic the transformation and God cannot be denied in the result. We must never forget that God created us from dust.
 
    
 
   And the Lord God formed a man's body from the dust of the ground and breathed into it the breath of life. And the man became a living person. (Genesis 2:7 NLT)
 
    
 
   All your life you will sweat to produce food, until your dying day. Then you will return to the ground from which you came. For you were made from dust, and to the dust you will return. (Genesis 3:19 NLT)
 
    
 
   . . . how much less will he trust those made of clay!
 
   Their foundation is dust. (Job 4:19 NLT)
 
    
 
   It is through the God breathed book of Job that you will gain insight into the trials and tribulations of your life, and you will have the opportunity to redefine them, as you come to understand the book of Job in a way that will lift you “out of the ashes” and lead you into a new “Beginning”—the place where God will restore, support, and strengthen you . . . placing you on a firm foundation.
 
   
In his kindness God called you to share in his eternal glory by means of Christ Jesus. So after you have suffered a little while, he will restore, support, and strengthen you, and he will place you on a firm foundation. (1 Peter 5:10 NLT)
 
    
 
    
 
   Patience?
 
    
 
   If I asked you, “When I mention the name Job, what’s the first thing that comes to mind?” I would guess with about 99.9% certainty that you would say, “Patience.” Through religious teachings, most have been bombarded with “The patience of Job.” Sadly, so many have assumed the meaning of the book of Job and have overlooked truly studying this amazing book of the Bible. So many people “think” they already know it; they wonder what more they could possibly learn from it except, “Be patient with God.”
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   It’s all about your faith in God . . .
 
   that’s it!
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Many feel assured that the book of Job was about a man who withstood the fiery tests of life and received even greater blessings from God through his “patience.” And too many decide the book is not for them . . . they “get the picture,” it’s all about “patience,” and well, “patience” is not one of their virtues. If we are to ever find our way out of the valleys of our lives, we must grasp the true meaning of the book of Job. This book has little to do with patience and everything to do with faith. You will have a revelation in your own life if you will come to understand that this amazing book of the Bible is all about the decision to have faith in God, to persevere in faith, and to make the choice to be obedient to God—regardless of the price. It’s all about walking by faith and not by sight.
 
    Now, some have argued that the translation of patience is “endurance” . . . which is what many religious teachers say they are actually referring to in their teachings. That point is arguable too. For a moment, let’s just take a look at both definitions. According to Webster’s dictionary, patience means, “bearing pains or trials calmly, or without complaint; manifesting forbearance under provocation or strain; not hasty or impetuous; steadfast despite opposition, difficulty, or adversity; able or willing to bear.” Endurance on the other hand, means “the ability to withstand hardship or adversity; the ability to sustain a prolonged stressful effort or activity; the act or an instance of enduring or suffering.”
 
    Now we could say that Job certainly did endure, as we all do while we are living in “this world,” but God is not looking for us to grow spiritually by simply “enduring” life. God is with us and sent our Savior to give us Victory in this life; it is Victory in living by the Spirit, not the flesh. In our Christian walk, we are not to endure life, but to enjoy it fully; so, on the other hand, patience? Job certainly showed no signs of patience. And for those who argue that the patience of Job is meant to represent “endurance,” according to “Biblical” study, refer to those Scriptures in the Bible that discuss “patient endurance” in conjunction (2 Timothy 3:10, Hebrews 10:36, Colossians 1:11, 2 Peter 1:6, Revelation 1:9, Revelation 2:2, Revelation 2:19). If the two words are used in conjunction in these instances, then they certainly had two separate meanings . . . even then.
 
    What you need to grasp is that to say that Job was a man of “patience,” or simply a man of “endurance,” would so inappropriately represent the true purpose of this incredible testimony which is meant to speak into each one of our lives. It is a testimony that should mature us spiritually, not in being “patient,” or “enduring,” but in teaching us to press forward with great confidence and faith in our God—our Redeemer and our Source of hope and strength. Accepting the ideology of a “patient and enduring Job” would so greatly distort the true purpose, meaning, and life lesson that we were meant to be taught through this incredible book of the Bible. It is a book that most scholars would argue is one of the most insightful and life applicable books of the Bible.
 
    The great misconception is that it was meant to teach us “patience” or simple “endurance.” Is this truly how we want to go before God? . . . assuring Him with an attitude of pride that we are being “patient” with Him? Or going before Him each day displaying our abilities to “endure” the precious life that He’s given to us? Who are we, as the God Almighty’s creation to say, “I am being patient with you God and I ask you to give me strength so that I might endure this troublesome life.” Well, Job went angrily to the throne of God insisting on some answers and he sure got them!
 
    It did not take long for him to be humbled in the presence of God. If we will not humble ourselves before God, we can be certain He will do it for us.
 
   
 ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   It’s not about patience . . .
 
   it’s about pressing forward with
 
   great confidence and faith in God . . .
 
   our Redeemer and Source 
 
   of hope and strength.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Do not misunderstand the fact that patience is a fruit of the Spirit; the way in which a Spirit filled person should conduct themselves in life. However,” patience” does not bring about victory in our life. God never taught us, through the Scriptures, that “patience” or “endurance” alone would help us to overcome our trials.
 
   When you’re struggling through the most difficult times of your life, patience doesn’t come easily; it certainly does not give you strength to persevere in your Christian walk. So, what about endurance? When we’re so overwhelmed with our situation, overcome with the feelings of despair and hopelessness that go beyond our ability to comprehend, endurance becomes a figment of our imagination. We truly believe that we have no strength to carry on. When you come to a place of being humbled by God, there is no “virtue” that will lead you out of the valleys of your life. No amount of wisdom, patience, or strength, will bring about the Divine direction and true hope that you will need in the most desperate times of your life. You will only walk out of the valley of death . . . if you are led by God.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   If you are led by God.
 
   You have “everything” 
 
   to gain and “everything” 
 
   to lose through your decision
 
   as to whether or not 
 
   you “believe” God.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   It’s when we’ve been humbled in God’s presence and refined by His mighty hand that we acquire this godly characteristic of “patience.” It was only after Job was humbled completely by Almighty God that he went forward in his life with the virtue of patience. Job did not know what he was waiting for, but being humbled by God produced godly character in him. God removed Job’s self–righteousness; He revealed Job’s true condition, and Job was made righteous in the eyes of God.
 
   Job’s righteousness came not by his works, but by God’s grace. God perfected Job by refining him through his sufferings. God gave Job twice as many blessings than before the tragedies in his life and it has given God the glory ever since. After studying the book of Job, and discerning the Holy Spirit, you must clearly understand that “patience” is simply a behavioral expression as to the depth of our faith and trust in God.
 
   
 
 
   Believing God
 
    
 
   This kind of faith, “Believing God,” is the kind of faith that even many Christians are not familiar with. So many Christians “believe in God,” but very few actually “believe God.” There is a crucial difference. We are told that even demons believe in God.
 
    
 
   Do you still think it's enough just to believe that there is one God? Well, even the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror! (James 2:19 NLT)
 
    
 
   Confessing that you believe “in God” means that you simply believe that there is a God. What this Scripture is saying is that believing in God alone is quite meaningless—it’s the obvious. The victory in this life can only come by “Believing God.” “Believing God” means believing in His Word, His Son, and His master plan for mankind. Satan believes in God, believes in Christ, believes in eternal life, and believes that He can make a difference as to whether you will choose to believe God.
 
    Ask yourself the question, “Are you, or have you ever, relied on someone or something other than God?” I can almost hear the response of a resounding “yes.” At some point in our lives, we will put our faith in someone or something other than God. It is our doubt that brings us to that place of seeking temporary relief—a place of walking by sight and not by faith. Jesus placed a great emphasis on the sin of unbelief. He was unable to do many miracles due to the lack of faith (Matthew 13:58).
 
    If we really believe what God has said and promised for us, just think at how different life would be. Do you dare believe God? What’s in it for you? What do you have to gain, and what have you got to lose? Here’s the easy answer for those questions based on the Word of God, “You have everything to gain and everything to lose.”
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Making the decision to trust God
 
   places you in direct opposition 
 
   to the enemy . . .it’s a fight of faith.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   So, let’s just say you choose to trust in God’s Word and take a step of faith . . . you would tend to believe that life should just be “good,” right? In fact, you’d assume that it would just get better and better along the journey! Well, here’s a little help on the learning curve. . . just try taking a step of faith, try trusting God, and try surrendering your life to Christ . . . you will be met with plenty of opposition and great adversity. This is precisely why God has given us the gift of His Word, His Truth, so that we might sift through the lies of the enemy and walk by faith into His victory. It truly is a fight of faith.
 
    Trusting in God’s Word will provide you with all that you need to have persevering faith through all of your trials. Every promise that exists in the Bible is a promise for you. Each promise is meant to be claimed in your life, as a child of God. When you seek the Scriptures to defeat the enemy that comes against you, you are, “Believing God.” When everything within you cries, “I am weak, I have no strength and I can’t go on,” “believing God” means your cry is answered with,
 
   
 . . . greater is He that is in you (me)
 
   than he that is in this world. 
 
   (1 John 4:4 NLT)
 
    
 
   I command you—be strong and courageous!
 
   Do not be afraid or discouraged.
 
   For the Lord your God is with you
 
   wherever you go.
 
   (Joshua 1:9 NLT)
 
   
 I know the Lord is always with me.
 
   I will not be shaken, for he is right beside me.
 
   (Psalm 16:8 NLT)
 
   
 ‘My gracious favor is all you need. My power works best in your weakness.’ So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may work through me. Since I know it is all for Christ’s good, I am quite content with insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. (2 Corinthians 12:9–10 NLT)
 
    
 
   We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed and broken. We are perplexed, but we don’t give up and quit. We are hunted down, but God never abandons us. We get knocked down, but we get up again and keep going. Through suffering, these bodies of ours constantly share in the death of Jesus so that the life of Jesus may also be seen in our bodies. (2 Corinthians 4: 8–10 NLT)
 
    
 
   So, be truly glad! There is wonderful joy ahead, 
 
   even though it is necessary for you 
 
   to endure many trials for a while. 
 
   (1 Peter 1:6 NLT)
 
    
 
   For the Lord will vindicate His people, 
 
   and will have compassion on His servants, 
 
   when He sees that their strength is gone, 
 
   and there is none remaining,
 
   (Deuteronomy 32:36 NASB)
 
    
 
   Let the weak say, ‘I am strong.’ 
 
   (Joel 3:10 NLT)
 
    
 
   Living with confident assurance in these Scriptures is the evidence of “Believing God.” It is the proof of your faith. When you come to comprehend this difference, you will have a revelation as to why “religion” doesn’t work and doesn’t help you in overcoming the trials in your life. It is your belief in God’s Promises for your life, and ultimately, the belief in His Sacrifice of Christ that will lead to complete victory over any obstacle you face.
 
    
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Are you experiencing doubt 
 
   in the midst of your faith 
 
   or faith in the midst of all the doubt?
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   As you sit among the ashes of your life . . .“What promises of God are you trusting in?” The answer is obvious . . . none of them.
 
   If we fully believed in God’s Word, we would not find ourselves sitting down among the ashes. The Word of God not only brings us peace and hope, but it increases our faith, as we are assured that God will perform His Word. You will experience the most fantastic miracles in your life when you choose to “believe Him.”
 
    
 
   Then said the Lord to me, You have seen well, for I am alert and active, watching over My word to perform it. (Jeremiah 1:12 AMP)
 
   
 It is the same with my word.
 
   I send it out, and it always produces fruit.
 
   It will accomplish all I want it to,
 
   and it will prosper everywhere I send it.
 
   (Isaiah 55:11 NLT)
 
    
 
   So, as you look on the trials of your life and seek help and answers in overcoming them, you can look to the book of Job and find that Job was not only impatient, but God gave him no indication that there was anything to be patient for! Yet, Job kept looking to God. He walked by faith and not by sight. The question is, when looking at Job’s life and in looking at our own, are we experiencing doubt in the midst of faith or faith in the midst of all the doubt?
 
   Many of us would assume that if a person is angry or arguing with God . . . they are not trusting in God’s mighty hand. We would declare that if Job truly trusted God . . . he would not have argued with God and questioned His ways. But, the truth of the matter is, Job was only experiencing doubt in the midst of his great faith. Not many of us can say the same about our own lives; this matter is critical when it comes to our faith and Christian walk. The foundation of our lives must be built on our faith in God and His Word. The question that we must answer within ourselves is, “Can God be trusted?”
 
    
 
    
 
   Can God Be Trusted?
 
    
 
   I truly believe that if Job himself were before us, and we asked him, “What was the secret? How were you able to cope with the pain and how did you receive such an abundance of blessings from God after all you had lost?” We can say with 100% confidence, after clearly understanding this Biblical account, His answer would be, “If you don’t do anything else, have faith in God for everything, in everything, and through everything.” We can also be fully confident that he would tell us, Patience had nothing to do with the abundance of blessings I received. It was my faith and ultimately my obedience to God that reaped the greatest blessings of my life!”
 
   
 In everything you do, stay away from complaining and arguing, so that no one can speak a word of blame against you. You are to live clean, innocent lives as children of God in a dark world full of crooked and perverse people. Let your lives shine brightly before them. (Philippians 2: 14–15 NLT)
 
   
It is certain that this book was not meant to teach us that blessings from God come from being “patient”; even with all the complaining and anger that Job expressed, God still blessed him. In fact, at the end of Job’s test, God didn’t even reprimand him for all his complaining and anger! That should bring hope to a lot of us who are guilty of a little complaining! Okay, let’s be honest, a lot of complaining! Job was blessed, not because of his patience, but because of his faith and obedience to God.
 
    As we learned, patience is defined as bearing pains or trials calmly or without complaint. If you read the book of Job and discern the Holy Spirit while reading it, you will clearly understand that Job does anything but endure his trials without complaint! He insisted that he must talk with God, directly. When we draw near to God, He will draw near to us. When we cry out to Him, He is there.
 
    
 
   I love the Lord, for He heard my voice; He heard my cry for mercy. Because He turned His ear to me, I will call on Him as long as I live. (Psalm 116:1–2 NIV)
 
    
 
   Many times, God is silent because He is listening—just as He listened to Job through the chapters of His life. Can we imagine a God that always interrupted us in the way that we tend to interrupt Him . . . with “But, but, but . . .” In our complaints, there comes a moment when we finally decide to listen and God answers; when He does, we find ourselves standing in awe of just how Almighty He is. What would happen if every time we encountered trials in our lives, we too, went directly to God?
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   In God’s silence,
 
   He is speaking . . .
 
   He is drawing us nearer,
 
   listening to our every murmur,
 
   waiting for the moment we stop
 
   to listen for Him to speak . . . 
 
   when He does,
 
   we will find ourselves 
 
   standing in awe
 
   of just how Almighty He is.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   As we seek the true message of Job and as we dig deeper into our own lives, we find the proof that Job was anything but patient, according to the definition. In spite of lacking this virtue, Job’s faith pressed on, seeking God:
 
    
 
   Eliphaz (friend of Job):
 
   Will you be patient and let me say a word?
 
   (Job 4:2 NLT)
 
    
 
   Job: Don’t I have a right to complain?
 
   (Job 6:5 NLT)
 
    
 
   Job: I must express my anguish. I must complain in my bitterness. (Job 7:11 NLT)
 
   
 Job: I hate my life.
 
   I do not want to go on living.
 
   (Job 7:16 NLT)
 
    
 
   Job: I am disgusted with my life. Let me complain freely. I will speak in the bitterness of my soul.
 
   (Job 10:1 NLT)
 
    
 
   Zophar (Job’s friend):
 
   When you mock God, shouldn’t someone make you ashamed? (Job 11:4 NLT)
 
    
 
   Eliphaz (Job’s friend):
 
   What has weakened your vision,
 
   that you turn against God and say all these evil things? (Job 15:12–13 NLT)
 
    
 
   Job: Though I cry, I’ve been wronged! I get no response; though I call for help, there is no justice. (Job 19:7 NIV)
 
   
 Job: My complaint is with God, 
 
   not with people.
 
   No wonder I’m so impatient . . . (Job 21:4 NLT)
 
    
 
   Job: Who is the Almighty, and why should we obey him? What good will it do us if we pray?
 
   (Job 21:15 NLT)
 
    
 
   Job: My complaint today is still a bitter one, and I try hard not to groan aloud. If only I knew where to find God I would go to his throne and talk with him there. I would lay out my case and present my arguments. (Job 23: 2–4 NLT)
 
   
 Elihu (Job’s friend): And if they do cry out and God does not answer, it is because of their pride. But it is wrong to say God doesn’t listen, to say the Almighty isn’t concerned. And it is even more false to say he doesn’t see what is going on. He will bring about justice if you will only wait. But do you cry out against him because he does not respond to anger? Job, you have protested in vain. You have spoken life a fool. (Job 35: 12–16 NLT)
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Will you merely “react” 
 
   to your circumstances, 
 
   or will you respond to them . . . 
 
   God’s way?
 
   Faith in God is a life completely
 
   surrendered to Him.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Do these questions sound familiar in your own life? There is probably not a person on this earth that has not uttered these very same words. After reading these few verses, do you believe that Job showed any signs of patience? . . . they show just the opposite. Job was just as human as we are in times of trial; we have questions and we demand answers. How we act in times of trials reveals our character, but it in no way determines our future, unless we choose to turn away from God.
 
    
 
   Can papyrus reeds grow 
 
   where there is no marsh?
 
   Can bulrushes flourish 
 
   where there is no water?
 
   While they are still flowering, not ready to be cut, they begin to wither. Such is the fate of all who forget God. The hope of the godless comes to nothing. Everything they count on will collapse. (Job 8:12−14 NLT)
 
    
 
   Will you merely react to your circumstances or will you respond to them . . . God’s way? You will come to understand that the defining characteristic that enabled Job to receive twice as many blessings in his life than before his trial and tribulations was his faith in action; his obedience to God. Patience with God would have gotten Job nowhere. Patience did not cause Job to draw close to God in order to question Him. Patience with God did not give Job the Divine grace and mercy to sustain him in his time of need.
 
    
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Our afflictions are never “meaningless.”
 
   They always have something 
 
   to do with God’s greater purposes. 
 
   God is present in our pain.
 
   Although we may not “see” Him . . .
 
   faith says, “He is.”
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Patience is simply a state of being and a result of great faith. Faith is a choice and faith alone pleases God. Faith in God shows that the free will He has given to us has been surrendered to Him.
 
   
 So, you see, it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him must believe that there is a God and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him. (Hebrews 11:6 NLT)
 
    
 
   [For Abraham, human reason for] hope being gone, hoped in faith . . . He did not weaken in faith . . .(No unbelief or distrust made him waver or doubtingly question) concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong and was empowered by faith as he gave praise and glory to God. (Romans 4: 18–20 AMP)
 
    
 
   As you truly venture into the book of Job, seeking God’s voice, you will find a new understanding of this testimony which you will refer to, going forward, as “the faith of Job.” Jesus never taught us that “patience” would move mountains. It was faith!
 
    But faith is only the beginning of overcoming and standing up under the trials we must go through. You will remain at “The End,” until you have faith in God for everything—especially those things that seem impossible, especially those things you cannot see.
 
    
 
   What is faith? It is the confident assurance that what we hope for is going to happen. It is the evidence of things we cannot yet see. (Hebrews 11:1 NIV)
 
    
 
   You will remain sitting among the ashes, until you trust God to bring purpose and meaning from them. You will begin to experience a life of victory when you hand over your ashes, allowing God to use them to bring great blessings into your life. You must make the decision to trust that God allows suffering for a purpose; they may be purposes for which you will never understand.
 
    Job was faced with more pain than one man can almost bare. Yes, God permitted Job’s children to be killed, Job’s health to be taken, all that he owned to be destroyed, and his reputation to be crushed. Job was disgraced not only by his closest friends, but also by his wife who mocked him. All during which time he endured the pain from sores which ate away at his flesh. Not only was his Spirit crushed beyond belief, but his flesh was suffering beyond comprehension. In the ruins of his life he felt forsaken; so do we, when we are suffering through the trials of our lives. Job’s suffering was so great that He even asked God to take his life; many of us have asked the same question.
 
    God has a purpose for allowing the pain, even though we cannot understand it; we have an unbelievably limited perspective. Our afflictions are never meaningless; they always have something to do with God’s greater purposes. Yes, God is present in our pain, even though we may not sense Him there—faith says, “He is.” Whatever sufferings you go through in life are part of His greater plan. The power He offers to you is the same power that raised Christ from the dead. He resurrected Christ and He wants to resurrect your life. He wants to give you an incredible, miraculous “Beginning.”
 
    
 
   “I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe him. This is the same mighty power that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms.” (Ephesians 1:19–20 NLT)
 
    
 
   Through it all, God held onto Job; He is holding onto you, too. It was in Job’s darkest moments of his life that God gave him a life–altering revelation of Himself. God personally led Job out of the valley of his life. Job came out of it all with a faith that would never fail. He declared in his pain and suffering,
 
    
 
   Though he slay me, 
 
   yet I will trust in him.
 
   (Job 13:15 NKJV)
 
    
 
   Can you say the same? Where is your faith in your darkest hour? It has been said, “You should never forget in the darkness what has been revealed to you in the light.” It is easy to have faith when God has taken you to the mountaintop, but what about when God has allowed you to wander into the valley? Will your faith be steadfast? Will you look to God when your life has been thrown into the fire? You can only come “out from the ashes,” when you trust in the One who created you from dust and ashes, when you are obedient to Him, and when you receive His gift of grace to sustain you and deliver you.
 
    
 
   The Onset of the Fire
 
    
 
   Whether you are a godly person or one who is defiant to God (and that includes remaining indifferent about Him . . . according to Scripture). You’ll find yourself at some point . . . sitting among ashes; you’ll find yourself at “The End.”
 
    If you’re a Christian, you more than likely believed that once you accepted Christ and were filled with the gift of the Holy Spirit, life would just be “better.”
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   God is holding onto you.
 
   His grace is able
 
    to not only sustain you . . .
 
   but deliver you.
 
   Trust Him . . .
 
   in the darkest hours of your life . . .
 
   He is with you always.
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   It is through the book of Job where you gain the understanding that Satan seeks out those who are closest to God and he is more than ready to unleash the most merciless of trials. Faith in God will lead you through great waters and scorching fires; yet, into immeasurable victory at the final destination.
 
    
 
   Your path led through the sea, your way through the mighty waters, though your footprints were not seen. (Psalm 77:19 NIV)
 
    
 
   The godliest of people endure deep valleys of life. They are the greatest threats to the enemy; Job was a prime target for the enemy and so are you if you are declaring your faith in God. We are told in the first chapter of Job that he was a blameless man of complete integrity. Job feared God and stayed away from evil.
 
    Job even offered burnt offerings for each of his seven sons and three daughters, just in case they had sinned or cursed God in their hearts. Truly, this was a man of God and everyone knew him as such. So we come to know this man as being loyal and reverent to God, and yet, this does not protect him from the attacks of Satan. What you also learn, however, is that God is always in control and always sets the perimeters of whatever trial you or I will go through.
 
    
 
   One day the angels came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan the Accuser came with them. "Where have you come from?" the Lord asked Satan. And Satan answered the Lord, "I have been going back and forth across the earth, watching everything that's going on." Then the Lord asked Satan, "Have you noticed my servant Job? He is the finest man in all the earth—a man of complete integrity. He fears God and will have nothing to do with evil." Satan replied to the Lord, "Yes, Job fears God, but not without good reason! You have always protected him and his home and his property from harm. You have made him prosperous in everything he does. Look how rich he is! But take away everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face!" "All right, you may test him," the Lord said to Satan. "Do whatever you want with everything he possesses, but don't harm him physically." So Satan left the Lord's presence. (Job 1:6–12 NLT)
 
    
 
   Notice first of all, Satan comes before the Lord. He seems to even hide himself among the angels when coming before Him. This is interesting because many times, in our lives, Satan will “appear” like a “way out, a way around, or a quick solution to our problems”; he may even appear to be “a friend.” It clearly shows his ability to disguise himself even before God Almighty.
 
    
 
   But I am not surprised!
 
   Even Satan can disguise himself 
 
   as an angel of light.
 
   (2 Corinthians 11:14 NLT)
 
    
 
   Satan does not do as He pleases, but merely takes his place in this world by working his schemes through the approval of God. Let’s get one thing straight in our walk of faith, God has never and willnever relinquish control of the heavens and the earth. Satan must ask permission to give a test. Satan must ask to sift your faith.
 
    
 
   . . . Satan has asked to sift you as wheat.
 
   (Luke 22:31 NIV)
 
    
 
   Even when God allows Satan to test Job, God still sets the limits of the test, and the tests are never beyond what God knows that Job can withstand.
 
    
 
   But remember that the temptations that come into your life are no different from what others experience. And God is faithful. He will keep the temptation from becoming so strong that you can't stand up against it. When you are tempted, he will show you a way out so that you will not give in to it. (1 Corinthians 10:13 NLT)
 
    
 
   God doesn’t handle your life any differently. Realize that there are scenes of your life that you are not privy to. There are spiritual conversations concerning every facet of your life. If you ever have the feeling that you’re being talked about, that someone is talking behind your back, you can be certain your enemy is. Listen, God knows all that you are currently going through and is aware of every circumstance that will ever come your way. No matter how significant or insignificant the situation, God has approved whatever you are dealing with at this very moment. The key is truly having faith that God has already given you victory over whatever trial you are going through or will go through in the future.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   God has given you the victory 
 
   over your situation
 
   through your faith in Christ.
 
   Your faith is the key that opens the door
 
   to your new “Beginning.”
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Once again, it comes down to “believing God.” You are given the victory when you understand that the enemy was conquered forever when Jesus died a sacrificial death and overcame death by rising again. Jesus claimed the victory for all of us once and for all when He gave His life for us. We achieve this victory in our lives through our faith. Our faith overcomes our adversities by believing God, instead of the enemy. It is a decision that must be made every minute of every day.
 
    
 
   For God’s way of making us right with himself depends on faith. As a result, I can really know Christ and experience the mighty power that raised him from the dead. I can learn what it means to suffer with him, sharing in his death, so that, somehow, I can experience the resurrection from the dead. (Philippians 3: 9–11 NLT)
 
    
 
   We find in Job’s first test, exactly what we need to know in our own lives . . . and that is—God is in control. We need that assurance because we need to be certain that we are not thrown into the fire without the knowledge of our Creator. We need to know that there is hope of being rescued. It is in the first test of Job where we are given that peace of mind.
 
   As we look at Job’s life, we see that even the godliest of people are not exempt from the trials and tribulations of a fallen world; we see the test unleashed and the pain and agony begin.
 
    
 
   One day when Job's sons and daughters were dining at the oldest brother's house, a messenger arrived at Job's home with this news: "Your oxen were plowing, with the donkeys feeding beside them, when the Sabeans raided us. They stole all the animals and killed all the farmhands. I am the only one who escaped to tell you." While he was still speaking, another messenger arrived with this news: "The fire of God has fallen from heaven and burned up your sheep and all the shepherds. I am the only one who escaped to tell you." While he was still speaking, a third messenger arrived with this news: "Three bands of Chaldean raiders have stolen your camels and killed your servants. I am the only one who escaped to tell you." While he was still speaking, another messenger arrived with this news: "Your sons and daughters were feasting in their oldest brother's home. Suddenly, a powerful wind swept in from the desert and hit the house on all sides. The house collapsed, and all your children are dead. I am the only one who escaped to tell you." Job stood up and tore his robe in grief. Then he shaved his head and fell to the ground before God. He said, "I came naked from my mother's womb, and I will be stripped of everything when I die. The Lord gave me everything I had, and the Lord has taken it away. Praise the name of the Lord!" In all of this, Job did not sin by blaming God. (Job 1: 13–22 NLT)
 
   
 
 
   The Burning
 
    
 
   In the tragedies that Job faces, we get a clear glimpse of his character. When your teenager is addicted to drugs and your family is being ripped apart, a friend is killed in a tragic accident, your spouse in unfaithful, you lose your job, your son is killed in a war, someone you love is a victim of terrorism, or you are told you must battle cancer, do you so humbly cry out to God, “The Lord gave me everything I had, and the Lord has taken it away; Praise the name of the Lord!?” Praise? Who can give praise when every part of your soul is being ripped and torn into an uncountable number of pieces? How can someone possibly praise God at a time like this; yet, Job did. And what did He get? . . . another test.
 
   Satan doesn’t quit, he never ceases seeking an opportunity to destroy your relationship with God. If you fail to surrender your life to God Almighty and choose to go your own way, you will find your life filled with destruction. Ultimately you will miss the purpose of your life here on earth and lose your soul for all eternity. Satan is after your soul. Understand without question, Satan is real and he is out to destroy you. If he can take down those that you love in the process, that is all the better.
 
   
 
 
   One day the angels came again to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan the Accuser came with them. “Where have you come from?” the Lord asked Satan. And Satan answered the Lord, “I have been going back and forth across the earth, watching everything that’s going on.” Then the Lord asked Satan, “Have you noticed my servant Job? He is the finest man in all the earth—a man of complete integrity. He fears God and will have nothing to do with evil. And he has maintained his integrity, even though you persuaded me to harm him without cause.” Satan replied to the Lord, “Skin for skin—he blesses you only because you bless him. A man will give up everything he has to save his life. But take away his health, and he will surely curse you to your face!” “All right, do with him as you please,” the Lord said to Satan. “But spare his life.” So Satan left the Lord’s presence, and he struck Job with a terrible case of boils from head to foot. (Job 2: 1–7 NLT)
 
   
At this point, you may already be looking at the trial you are in right now as not even comparable to this. Then again, maybe you have experienced this very trial and you know exactly what it feels like to lose everything. Many times, we allow our trials to domino into one trial after another because we fail to seek God immediately in our distress; we end up only bringing more trials on ourselves. Job was not unlike us, in that He sat among the ashes for a while, until the pain and anger set in and then he decided to question God.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Only God can fill the void of emptiness,
 
   bring comfort to the greatest sorrow,
 
   and heal the deepest of wounds.
 
   In our times of greatest need,
 
   He is all we need.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   But, Job’s faith does not press on without a fight. As Job’s faith is sifted, we witness Satan’s blatant tactics, as he uses Job’s wife to question his faith in God. The tactic of using those we deeply love and hold dear to potentially damage our relationship with God is not unusual in the schemes of Satan. 
 
    
 
   Then Job scraped his skin with a piece of broken pottery as he sat among the ashes. His wife said to him, “Are you still trying to maintain your integrity? Curse God and die.”But Job replied, “You talk like a godless woman. Should we accept only good things from the hand of God and never anything bad?” So in all this, Job said nothing wrong. (Job 2: 8–10 NLT)
 
    
 
   
 
 
   In the Ashes
 
   We see Job as a man of God sitting among the ashes, suffering emotionally and physically, without hope of relief. But, in his pain and suffering, he overcomes the temptation to blame God. Job remains steadfast, and takes his suffering as coming from the hand of God . . . without having a complete understanding of it all.
 
   When we’re certain we have reached “The End,” each fading moment seems so final, and each breath seems as though it’s the last. As we sit among our ashes, we find ourselves grieving just as Job did. Yet, not very often does our faith hold fast in these times of desperation and loss.
 
    
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   As we’re overcome with pain,
 
   we find that God meets us where we are . . .
 
   wiping our tears and embracing us in
 
   His loving arms.
 
   There is power in His presence.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Three of Job's friends were Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. When they heard of the tragedy he had suffered, they got together and traveled from their homes to comfort and console him. When they saw Job from a distance, they scarcely recognized him. Wailing loudly, they tore their robes and threw dust into the air over their heads to demonstrate their grief. Then they sat on the ground with him for seven days and nights. And no one said a word, for they saw that his suffering was too great for words.
 
   (Job 2: 11–13 NLT)
 
    
 
   We can relate when we’ve had our situations take such a hold of us that our friends and family barely recognize us. Whether it is physically or emotionally, we are not ourselves. We are so stricken with our pain that we often do not even recognize ourselves when we’re looking in the mirror. Even the tears do not justify the pain that is felt, and yet, we long for someone, anyone,to understand, to meet us where we are . . .so that we do not feel so alone. What we don’t realize is that God Himself meets us right where we are—in our brokenness. He wipes your tears and reaches out His hand, longing to have you take it. When you need to be held, there is no greater comfort than having the arms of God wrapped around you. His love completely encompasses our pain, and He gives us peace in just knowing He is there.
 
    We wonder where Job got His strength, yet it is clear, He found peace in just knowing that God was still God and that He was still on His throne. Job knew that He had to hear from God. God is the only One who can adequately fill the void of emptiness, bring comfort to the greatest sorrow, and heal the deepest of wounds. His love is ever–present; He is always a ready help in times of trouble. There is nothing greater than His love, nothing more comforting than His presence, nothing more fulfilling than His will, nothing more beautiful than His voice, and nothing more powerful than His touch. In the ashes, in our times of greatest need, He is all we need.
 
    It is in the ashes that we realize, the only way out is through. The only way for God to give us a new “Beginning,” is by embracing our “Ending.” It’s letting go and grabbing hold of God; in our weakness, He is our strength. In the ashes, you will find that it is God’s grace that gets you through the day, when your own strength is no longer sufficient.
 
    
 
   So don’t get tired of doing what is good. Don’t get discouraged and give up, for we will reap a harvest of blessing at the appropriate time. (Galatians 6:9 NLT)
 
    
 
   When you go through deep waters and great trouble, I will be with you. When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown! When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames will not consume you. (Isaiah 43:2–3 NLT)
 
    
 
   God encourages us in His Word to go “through” it. He tells us that His grace is sufficient. He promises to provide the strength that we will need. He even tells us that His power will work best in our weakness.
 
    
 
   My gracious favor is all you need. My power works best in your weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may work through me. Since I know it is all for Christ’s good, I am quite content with insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. (2 Corinthians 12:9–10 NLT)
 
    
 
   This is exactly where God wants us . . . at “The End.” His desire is to take us through our brokenness, so that we will be lifted to a higher spiritual place; He is calling us into an intimate relationship with Himself that we simply cannot imagine. As hard as we might try, we are only human, and our ashes will remain ashes, sifting through our hands, until we look to God—the One who created everything from dust. What you can achieve in life on your own is nothing compared to what God can do. He wants you to surrender your will so that His perfect will can be accomplished. Whatever God wants to do in your life, be confident that He wants you relying on His power and resources . . . not your own.
 
   
 For the foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom,and the weakness of God is stronger than man's strength. (1 Corinthians 1:25 NIV)
 
   
  ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Without a “test,”
 
   we would have no “testimony.”
 
   It’s our testimony that gives our lives
 
   purpose and emits the power
 
   and glory of God through us.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   God has designed a specific path for each one of us, which brings us into a personal intimate relationship with Him. We all have our own journey, our own story of how God brought us to our knees. God does not react to our circumstances; He approves them and He works within and through our situations to accomplish His purposes. We are told to choose the path that leads to life, a life of blessings.
 
    
 
   I call heaven and earth to witness this day against you that I have set before you life and death, the blessings and the curses; therefore choose life, that you and your descendents may live. (Deuteronomy 30:19 NLT)
 
    
 
   When you make the choice to turn to God, be certain that God never relinquishes control over the process He will take you through. You see, without our test, we would have no testimony and our testimony is what gives our lives purpose and emits the power and glory of God through us. God is fully aware that we are not sufficient, in our own power, to accomplish the purposes for which He created us. Although you might think your messed up life could not possibly display the glory of God . . . realize this very clearly, God does not see us as we are . . . He sees us as we can be. He sees our potential to become like Christ. It has been said that “God does not call the qualified, He qualifies the called.” So if you feel like your life is worthless and if you feel like you have nothing to offer, then you’ve come to the right place in life. It’s right where you are that God can use you to bring honor and glory to His Kingdom and fill you with joy and peace that you cannot imagine.
 
   

 Dying to Live
 
   In order to gain true life, we must die to self. Coming to “The End” is the most vital part of the “Beginning.” We must come to a place of living by the Spirit, instead of by the flesh. 
 
    
 
   Those who love their life in this world will lose it. Those who despise their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. (John 12:25 NLT) 
 
    
 
   For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. (Philippians 1:21 NIV) 
 
    
 
   I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. (Galatians 2:20 NIV) 
 
    
 
   Our fleshly nature must die and we must take on a new spirit—the Holy Spirit.
 
    
 
   And I will give you a new heart with new and right desires, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony heart of sin and give you a new, obedient heart. And I will put my Spirit in you so you will obey my laws and do whatever I command. (Ezekiel 36:26–27 NLT)
 
    
 
   We must be willing to release our hopes and dreams, in order for God to have His way in our lives. In Job 40:9–14, God helps Job to see that “pride” is a continual problem that He must deal with in the lives of His children. He says that He has to continually humble them, in the hope that they will turn to Him and accept His grace. We can get caught up in believing that other people, or a situation, or even God is our problem; but, the problem lies within us. When we find ourselves in a situation of being unable to handle our struggles of life, we are forced into a place of having nothing left to do but bring it all to God. This is where God wants us.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Through our trials,
 
   God is giving us 
 
   the opportunity to witness
 
   His strength, love, and grace
 
   which are more than sufficient 
 
   for our every need.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   What we find in the life of Job, and also in our own, is that the testing of Job wasn’t Satan’s idea, but God’s. We can be tempted to believe that God is unloving when He does this; but, the truth is He does it out of greater love than we can understand. Satan meant it all for harm, but God meant it all for good. God used Satan to bring Job to a place in his faith of deeper maturity, understanding, and intimate knowledge of God. 
 
   God wants us to fully comprehend our true condition—we deserve nothing. Most of the time, our motives are tainted with pride; Job was not immune to that sin. God used trials of great suffering to burn that sin out of Job’s life and strengthen his faith in a way that could never be shaken. What we come to realize in the end is that sometimes we suffer to accomplish God’s purposes. Through our trials, God is giving us the opportunity, and yes, privilege, to witness, first–hand, His strength, love, and grace that are not only present, but abundant in all circumstances—even in the darkest of valleys.
 
   God’s awesome presence and power will be seen in the most dramatic ways when there seems to be no hope and there is nothing left to work with . . . God steps in and pulls it all together. Sometimes, He does it step by step, and sometimes, He does it in one mighty stroke of His hand. You see, until you are willing to give up your desire to be in control of your life, you will spend the rest of your life like most people in the world, working to do what only God can do. To no avail, you will find that what you have lost can only be redeemed by God. Often times, we get discouraged when we feel that God is taking us to our destination in life the “long way.” God does not always take us down the shortest, most direct path.
 
   When God rescued his chosen people out of Egypt, His desire was to lead them into the Promised Land . . . the land “flowing of milk and honey.” He provided each step, working in the lives of the obedient and the rebellious, in order to free them from slavery. There was a direct route to the Promised Land, but God didn’t take them that way. God always knows best. His goal is always the same . . . He’s after our hearts. 
 
    
 
   When Pharaoh finally let the people go, God did not lead them along the main road that runs through Philistine territory, even though that was the shortest route to the Promised Land. God said, "If the people are faced with a battle, they might change their minds and return to Egypt.” (Exodus 13:17 NLT)
 
    
 
   God doesn’t want us looking back. He wants us walking forward with a trust in Him that doesn’t “second guess.” It was in the desert that God provided for His people’s each and every need and built a relationship—they learned, in order to survive, they desperately needed God in every way.
 
   God’s desire was to use the people to be living examples of His greatness and goodness in a world filled with sin. So, in order to bring about such a testimony, He had to take His people into a place that was beyond their control—He isolated them in the desert . . . in the wilderness . . . where He alone would be their only source of life. They couldn’t control their food or water, they couldn’t control their destination, and they no ability to make decisions that were critical to their survival.
 
   The Israelites were right where God wanted them. One might think that walking through a “parted Red Sea” would be the “Beginning” of amazing things, but it was really just the “Beginning of The End.” God brought the people to the end of themselves. He alone would guide them every day by a miracle cloud . . . He cut through the darkness before them with His Light. He fed them with manna from heaven and provided water from a rock. He supplied their every need and protected them against every enemy. He wanted them to trust Him completely. God’s goal was to carry His people through the wilderness where they would see Him speak, see His love, experience answered prayers, and witness miracles. He wanted to show them that He would guide them in every detail of their lives and provide “the way” . . . when they felt as though it was “The End.” He wanted His people to be a testimony to the world and He needed them to trust Him because only He knew the way and He had to perform the impossible to get them where they needed to go.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   How quickly we enter 
 
   into our new “Beginning”
 
   depends on how rapidly 
 
   we exchange our will
 
   for the will of God 
 
   in every area of our lives.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   In your life, when you’re certain that you’re at “The End,” trusting God completely will bring about miracles in your life. His plans for you are to give you a future and a hope, but only He knows the way to get you there. It may include parting Red Seas, defeating armies that come against you, and living day to day depending on God for your every need; but, God will bring you to the Promised Land . . .don’t turn back. Keep looking up to your God who makes all things possible.
 
   Now, sometimes God may lead us into a desert in order to take us into our new “Beginning,” but often times, He knows that it is necessary and more effective for our spiritual growth to lead us into a valley. Either way, God is there. 
 
   Most have heard Psalm 23 (NLT), “The Lord is my shepherd; I have everything I need. He lets me rest in green meadows; he leads me beside peaceful streams. He renews my strength. He guides me along right paths, bringing honor to His name. Even when I walk through the dark valley of death, I will not be afraid, for you are close beside me, Your rod and you staff protect and comfort me. You prepare a feast for me in the presence of my enemies. You welcome me as a guest anointing my head with oil. My cup overflows with blessings. Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me all the days of my life, and I will live in the house of the Lord forever.”
 
   Although so traditionally this Scripture is read at funerals, it actually directly speaks to the living. The Bible refers to “valleys,” in order to represent times of hardship and suffering. There is not anyone on the earth that has not experienced a “valley.” If you look at the valleys you’ve gone through in life, you’re quite aware that a “valley” feels as though you’re close to death. Our valleys leave us empty, hopeless, consumed with despair, and most of all, full of fear. Our valleys in life can leave us feeling as though there is no way out; we feel certain that there are no green meadows that lie ahead.
 
   
~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   For all the questions we have for God . . .
 
   He has questions for us too.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   But, by discerning God’s voice and clearly understanding this Scripture, you will see that the Psalmist is telling us that we will walk through the valley of death. It does not say that we will enter the valley and die there. It doesn’t say that we will crawl through it or barely make it through. In fact, he says our strength will be renewed in the valley. We are told that we will walk (to advance by steps, to go easily or readily) through the valley. All the while, we will not be afraid because God is there. Although He guides us with His rod, He also protects us. If God is taking us through the valley, He does it with love, and He stays by our side. He has promised to neither leave us, nor forsake us (Hebrews 13:5).
 
   The Psalmist even goes one step further and says, “He comforts us.” Through our darkest times, we will find the guidance, protection, and comfort, of God Almighty. He has promised us He is always there. 
 
    
 
   I know the Lord is always with me.
 
   I will not be shaken, 
 
   for he is right beside me.
 
   (Psalm 16: 8 NLT)
 
    
 
   In understanding what it means to “walk” through the valley, we must grasp hold of the definition that “to walk” is to advance by steps. This means it is a process . . . not one giant leap! Our refinement will occur over time and through a vast number of circumstances and situations. How “quickly” we move through these steps is up to us and depends on how quickly we give up our will in exchange for the will of God in every area in our lives. When we come to that place of surrender, each step that we take on the path God places before us are those that will ultimately transform us into the individuals that He desires to live with forever.
 
   
 ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Our new “Beginning” 
 
   may mean that God
 
   must lead you into a “desert” 
 
   or a “valley,”
 
   but either way, He is there.
 
   He will provide every need, 
 
   perform miracles,
 
   and draw you nearer through it all.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   The valley brings us to a place where we must submit our all to Him—allowing God’s Holy Spirit to ultimately transform us into the expressions of Christ on earth that He designed us to be. The growth that we will experience in the valley is one that will entail setbacks as well as complete failures. Our spiritual growth will result in a renewal of our minds and a transformation of our lives into the perfect will of God. What would you rather, have your life lived out based on your finite wisdom and limited power or one of great purpose designed with the infinite wisdom, power, and perfect love of God . . . while gaining immeasurable value for all eternity? It is a question that begs an answer. So for all of the questions that we have for God, He has questions for us too.
 
   As we walk through the valley, whether or not we display an attitude of patience is clear evidence of our faith, or lack of faith, in God. When we learn to enter into the rest of God by placing our complete dependence on Him, we can better acquire all the spiritual growth that God intends for the valley to provide. It is evident in the book of Job, that if he possessed a weakness in his character, or if there was a barrier between himself and God, it was that pride existed in his heart. It was his pride that convinced him that it was by his works that he was made “righteous” in the eyes of God. Job needed to understand God’s grace.
 
    
 
   I put on righteousness as my clothing; justice was my robe and my turban. (Job 29:14 NIV)
 
    
 
   It is pride that will keep you from receiving God’s very best for your life. Pride will mask the true condition of your heart. It distorts your vision and corrupts Truth. You cannot mature spiritually when pride exists within you. Pride will cause you to view yourself as a victim. Pride will cause you to be consumed with feelings of being mistreated. Pride will cause you to believe that you deserve better. If you’re having any of these thoughts, you can be certain that the devil has just found a doorway into your life. It is through the doorway of pride that the devil will walk right into your life and tempt you to sin in more ways than you can ever imagine. Don’t think it could happen to you? Satan says, “Try me.” He knows that pride closes the door on God and separates us from Him. He knows all too well . . . he’s been there.
 
   Now, talking about pride can send up some major defenses; you may very well be sitting there thinking, “I don’t have this problem.” You very well may be the exception, but chances are, if you honestly sit down with yourself . . . you will find areas of your life where you justify your wrong thoughts and actions because you feel they are warranted under the circumstances of your suffering. Although you may try, you cannot hide the true condition of your heart from God.
 
    
 
   Even Death and Destruction hold no secrets from the Lord. How much more does he know the human heart! (Proverbs 15:11 NLT)
 
    
 
   But the Lord said to Samuel, "Don't judge by his appearance or height, for I have rejected him. The Lord doesn't see things the way you see them. People judge by outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart." (1 Samuel 16:7 NLT)
 
    
 
   Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, and he is the one to whom we are accountable. (Hebrews 4:13 NLT)
 
    
 
   It was through the deepest valley of Job’s life that he came to know God in a way that humbled him into a perfect relationship with his Creator. Job was not humble because Job did not display a patient attitude in the midst of his trials. There was clear evidence that God had work to do in Job. It was the trials of Job’s life that completely humbled him before God and instilled in him the characteristic of “patience.” It was his faith in God that caused him to persevere and continue to seek God in the midst of his suffering.
 
   We must remind ourselves through the Scriptures that being patient is not our ability to wait, but our ability to wait in a way that pleases the Lord—with a heart full of trust. We are told to “clothe” ourselves in patience. It is an action that we take. It is an attitude that finds joy in the valley, knowing that God is taking us higher. It is a trust that believes that God is perfecting us, causing us to be ready for anything.
 
   
Dear brothers and sisters, whenever trouble comes your way, let it be an opportunity for joy. For when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be strong in character and ready for anything. (James 1: 2–4 NLT)
 
 
    It is our trials that develop godly character in us because when we are faced with trials, all of the flaws in our character that hinder us from becoming like Christ are revealed. Trials will bring out pride, anger, complaining, and self–pity . . . among other ungodly behaviors and attitudes. It is after these fleshly traits have been dealt with by God that mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, comes forth in our lives. God chooses to refine us with afflictions, trials, and tribulations…which represent the heat that will separate us from impurities in our life: un–forgiveness, bitterness, anger, envy, and so forth. It is these impurities which keep us from taking on the character and holiness of God.
 
   Through these times of trials in the valley, we will die to our fleshly nature and take on a new spirit that leads to true life. As God begins to work within us, we begin to die to our own ways, and we allow God to have His perfect way, in order to bring Him glory. In the ashes, if we will look up from where we are, we will see the One who will lift us out of them. (“Lift up your eyes . . .” Genesis 13:14 NIV) But before we come out from the ashes, it is here as we sit among them, we begin to sift.
 
   


  
 

~Chapter 2~
 
    
 
   Sifting
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Then the Lord said to Job,
 
   ‘Do you still want to argue 
 
   with the Almighty?
 
   You are God’s critic,
 
   but do you have the answers?’
 
   Job 40: 2 (NLT)
 
    
 
   The first question that usually comes to our mind when we encounter trials of life is “Why?” “Why did God let this happen?” As the life of Job is revealed to us and the tragedies of his life unfold, it becomes evident that Job experiences the fear that God has abandoned him . . . just as we do in times of crisis.
 
    On this side of the Cross and the empty tomb, we are able to look at the question of “Why?” in a much different light. We know, as Job was not able to then, that there is One who stands with us . . . who has Himself cried, “My God, My God, Why” (Matthew 27:45–46)? Jesus took on Himself every experience of pain and suffering that we could ever endure from sin. God nailed that sin to a cross and overcame it all by overcoming death itself. Truth says that your “Whys” have been overcome and conquered forever—we have Victory through the resurrection. Whatever threatens to overcome us on a daily basis has no victory.
 
    
 
   Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? (1 Corinthians 15:55 NIV)
 
    
 
   The Victory is given to us through our belief in Christ. But for Job, the question remained . . . “Why?”
 
    What Job learns is that God sometimes allows, and at times ordains, that we walk through the valley of the shadow of death. But it is a shadow . . . not death itself. It is a close comparison . . . but it is not “The End.” Only God knows “why” we must walk through this valley. Only He knows “why” there is no other way of truly discovering His awesome power, the comfort in His rod, and the guidance from His staff; it may be for some reason which is beyond our understanding. He may be using our pain and suffering enveloped with mercy and grace to accomplish His plans in the lives of others. The book of Job brings us to the edge; as it does, we can’t help but find ourselves looking upon our own lives with questions like “Why?, When?, and How?” “Why did this happen, when will I be rescued, and how will it be done?” We need answers, and the answers that we need, can only come from a God who seems so distant.
 
    As God looks at our lives, He clearly sees the areas that are hindering our relationship with Him—those things that are keeping us from becoming His masterpiece. Although you might assume God is more interested in working on your weaknesses, many times, God will allow trials in areas where you feel you are strongest. Why? Because we are not as likely to submit to Him in areas where we feel we are “able.” We find ourselves with an “I can handle this” attitude and we are less likely to seek His help in those areas. God’s desire is that we will seek Him always . . . in every facet of our lives.
 
   At times, we may actually be walking in God’s will, we may be taking steps of faith, but we get sidetracked. We find ourselves being greatly blessed by God, and we can become quite comfortable by our current condition; we become overly confident in our relationship with Him. We so easily forget the daily action of faith that is required to maintain that intimacy with Him. We find ourselves wandering off the path God has set before us; it is at these times in our lives when God must draw us back to Him.
 
    
 
   If you think you are standing strong, be careful, for you, too, may fall into the same sin. (1 Corinthians 10:12 NLT)
 
    
 
   When we’re dealing with a weakness in an area of our life, we usually find ourselves pleading for God to be our strength; but, not very often do we find ourselves asking God to be our strength in an area where we feel confident. We all walk in ways that are contrary to what God truly desires for us; these are the areas that are open season for a “test.”
 
   Think of the situation you’re in at this moment, or one that you have been in, in the past . . . were there desires that took priority over God? Was there something that you thought you could handle? Was there something you focused on more throughout your day, rather than on God? What do you spend most of your time thinking about? If what you desire or think about hinders you from serving God fully and being in right relationship with Him completely, God will concern Himself with it.
 
   We’re shown God’s desires, as we look at how He worked within Job—bringing him to a higher place of knowing Him. God will fully identify each area that hinders you from being what He created you to be, and you can be certain He loves you enough to address it.
 
    
 
   For the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes those he accepts as his children. (Hebrews 12:6 NLT)
 
    
 
   Many times, when we are overwhelmed by our circumstances, we might say to ourselves, “Okay, so if God is going to give me a miracle, or deliver me from this situation, why can’t He do it now . . . why must I wait?” We can seek God, yet find nothing . . . or so it seems. We can cry out endlessly, only to be met with silence. Yet, we so easily forget that God is always at work; He’s always in control, working behind the scenes of our lives. There is actually a well known account in the Bible that gives us insight as to why and how God accomplishes His purposes; the answers lie within understanding His perfect ways and His perfect timing.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   When God allows you 
 
   very little insight
 
   into your struggles in life, 
 
   you can be sure that 
 
   He’s increasing your faith. 
 
   He’s teaching you to have:
 
   “faith for the moment.”
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Most have heard about the Gospels’ account of “The Death of Lazarus.” However, we tend to miss the lesson that is in the depths of this message. In this miraculous event we find ourselves so overcome by Jesus’ power in raising Lazarus from the dead that we overlook the incredible message that applies to our lives in our time of need. When discerning the Holy Spirit, this story gives insight into the ways of God . . . when it comes to our trials and tribulations (John 11:1–44 NLT):
 
   
A man named Lazarus was sick. He lived in Bethany with his sisters, Mary and Martha. This is the Mary who poured the expensive perfume on the Lord's feet and wiped them with her hair. Her brother, Lazarus, was sick. So the two sisters sent a message to Jesus telling him, "Lord, the one you love is very sick." But when Jesus heard about it he said, "Lazarus's sickness will not end in death. No, it is for the glory of God. I, the Son of God, will receive glory from this." Although Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, he stayed where he was for the next two days and did not go to them. Finally after two days, he said to his disciples, "Let's go to Judea again." 
 
   Notice, Jesus declared the outcome of what would happen to Lazarus. God speaks of this in Romans 4:17 (NIV):
 
   As it is written: "I have made you a father of many nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were.”
 
   Jesus knew that God was completely in control of the situation. Jesus knew that this calamity was for the glory of God. He knew that the pain that His dear friends would endure would be transformed to an overwhelming joy and glory that they would never be able to fully comprehend. At the moment, however, those around Him were confused. They simply didn’t understand what He meant by the words He spoke. As we look at the situation, grasping the confusion in it all, we also notice that Jesus did not rush to Lazarus . . . even though He deeply loved him. Instead, He waited on the timing of God. He knew that it was best to stay in the will of His Father, even if He desired to save his dearest friends from the agony they would have to endure.
 
   But his disciples objected. "Teacher," they said, "only a few days ago the Jewish leaders in Judea were trying to kill you. Are you going there again?" Jesus replied, "There are twelve hours of daylight every day. As long as it is light, people can walk safely. They can see because they have the light of this world. Only at night is there danger of stumbling because there is no light." Then he said, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but now I will go and wake him up."  The disciples said, "Lord, if he is sleeping, that means he is getting better!" They thought Jesus meant Lazarus was having a good night's rest, but Jesus meant Lazarus had died. Then he told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. And for your sake, I am glad I wasn't there, because this will give you another opportunity to believe in me. Come, let's go see him." 
 
   Jesus was only telling His Disciples what they needed to know. He allowed them very little insight for the future—He was increasing their faith. The information He did give them was extremely confusing and made no sense at all, at the time. Along the way, He created the opportunity for them to have faith for the moment. Many times, that is all we need in the midst of our overwhelming circumstances . . . faith for the moment. Often, in our lives, that is all God gives us. Rarely, can we fully comprehend the scope of His plan; to perform a miracle ahead of time would not fulfill its greatest potential. It is in our ashes, as we sit among them, that we cannot possibly see how God could redeem all that has been lost. We find ourselves magnifying our problems instead of magnifying our God. We find ourselves questioning whether or not God will show up, instead of eagerly expecting His perfectly timed arrival.
 
   The very ashes you sit in will give you another opportunity to believe in Him. He is higher, He is bigger, He is above all, He is God Almighty, and that means He is able to do the impossible.
 
   
Thomas, nicknamed the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let's go, too–and die with Jesus." When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he was told that Lazarus had already been in his grave for four days. Bethany was only a few miles down the road from Jerusalem, and many of the people had come to pay their respects and console Martha and Mary on their loss. When Martha got word that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him. But Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask." Jesus told her, "Your brother will rise again." "Yes," Martha said, "when everyone else rises, on resurrection day." Jesus told her, "I am the resurrection and the life.Those who believe in me, even though they die like everyone else, will live again. They are given eternal life for believing in me and will never perish. Do you believe this, Martha?"  "Yes, Lord," she told him. "I have always believed you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who has come into the world from God." Then she left him and returned to Mary. She called Mary aside from the mourners and told her, "The Teacher is here and wants to see you." So Mary immediately went to him.  Now Jesus had stayed outside the village, at the place where Martha met him. When the people who were at the house trying to console Mary saw her leave so hastily, they assumed she was going to Lazarus's grave to weep. So they followed her there. When Mary arrived and saw Jesus, she fell down at his feet and said, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died."
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   When we’re trusting in God,
 
   we should always be expecting
 
   His perfectly timed arrival.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   How many times have you cried out in your situation, “Lord, if you had been there . . . this wouldn’t have happened . . . I wouldn’t be sitting here among ashes . . . everything would have ended up differently.”
 
   Many times, we look back at our situation, sometimes in anger, because we realize we did have faith, we did believe, but we feel God let us down. Mary had half the faith. She believed that Jesus would have saved her brother if He’d been there, but she believed He was too late. Accept this truth: God is never late.
 
   In our ashes . . . we allow Satan to plant the seed of doubt that: God could have saved us and He didn’t—He could have been there and He wasn’t. We find ourselves consumed with disappointment and waging war in a fight for our faith.
 
    
 
   When Jesus saw her weeping and saw the other people wailing with her, he was moved with indignation and was deeply troubled. "Where have you put him?" he asked them. They told him, "Lord, come and see." Then Jesus wept. The people who were standing nearby said, "See how much he loved him." But some said, "This man healed a blind man. Why couldn't he keep Lazarus from dying?"
 
   We find ourselves taking the road that is well traveled—we start questioning God’s ways. “If God can bless that person, why can’t He bless me? If He is so able to do the impossible, why doesn’t He? If He can change my situation, why won’t He?”
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Jesus is on His knees, 
 
   praying for YOU . . .
 
   that your faith will not fail.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   As you read the account of Lazarus . . . you read it as an outsider, one who saw the story from “Beginning to End,” one who knows that Jesus not only performed this miracle, but that Jesus himself rose from the dead—the tomb was empty. But at the time, the people there among the situation could only experience the present moment. They asked, “Why couldn’t Jesus keep Lazarus from dying?” Their confusion overwhelmed them and created doubt in their minds about whether Jesus really was who He said He was. You can almost hear Satan saying, “See, He’s no Son of God, He doesn’t care about His dearest friends, and He wasn’t there when they needed Him.”
 
   As the story continues, we find Jesus . . . weeping. Why did He weep? He knew that Lazarus would be brought back to life; there would be no cause for sorrow or tears. He knew that He would once again be in the presence of His living friend. It only seems fitting that He wept because of the lack of faith that surrounded Him. His pain was for those who did not believe. The people had sent for Him, they had called upon His name, so where was their faith? They believed He was simply too late. Jesus longs for us to have the faith that will carry us through our trials. He sees us going through unnecessary pain. He feels our heartache and knows that we could have peace, if we would only believe in Him. He weeps for you. Jesus pleads in prayer for you . . . that your faith will not fail.
 
   
But I have pleaded in prayer for you . . .
 
   that your faith should not fail.
 
   (Luke 22:32 NLT)
 
    
 
   And again Jesus was deeply troubled. Then they came to the grave. It was a cave with a stone rolled across its entrance. "Roll the stone aside," Jesus told them.  But Martha, the dead man's sister, said, "Lord, by now the smell will be terrible because he has been dead for four days."  Jesus responded, "Didn't I tell you that you will see God's glory if you believe?" So they rolled the stone aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven and said, "Father, thank you for hearing me. You always hear me, but I said it out loud for the sake of all these people standing here, so they will believe you sent me." Then Jesus shouted, "Lazarus, come out!" And Lazarus came out, bound in graveclothes, his face wrapped in a headcloth. Jesus told them, "Unwrap him and let him go!"(John 11: 1–44 NLT)
 
   
 
 
   One thing is for certain, the message from this account is just as relevant today in your situation as it was then. You can hear the voice of Jesus saying to you and I, “Didn’t I tell you that you will see God’s glory if you believe?” He didn’t say, “Didn’t I tell you that you will see God’s glory if you are patient!” Listen, your patience will run out if you’re not clinging to your faith in God. Faith is the foundation. We show our faith by “believing God” that all things are possible.
 
    
 
   Humanly speaking, it is impossible. 
 
   But not with God. 
 
   Everything is possible with God.
 
   (Mark 10:2 NLT)
 
    
 
   We can imagine that Jesus would have wept different tears had their faith been shown—tears of joy. But it didn’t happen that way. Sometimes, things happen just so God can show us His presence and His power.
 
   
What if God, choosing to show his wrath and make his power known, bore with great patience the objects of his wrath—prepared for destruction? What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory . . .
 
   (Romans 9:22–23 NIV)
 
    
 
   As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.”
 
   (John 9:1–3 NIV)
 
    
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Trust in God brings about 
 
   miracles in our lives.
 
   When we place limitations on God,
 
   we hinder His hand in our trials.
 
   Even when we can’t understand His ways,
 
   we must trust Him.
 
   We must walk by faith.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   His Truth says that He uses all things for His purposes, and that means the very ashes you sit in. At the moment, you’re shouting, “If only You had been there!” and He’s saying, “Didn’t I tell you that you will see My glory if you believe?” We place limits on God and determine He can redeem some things, but probably not all things. By placing limitations on God, we limit the miracles in our lives because they can only come from faith in Him.
 
    It is so important to realize that God cannot always tell us “why” He does things the way He does. We are, more often than not, incapable of understanding His ways.
 
   
 As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. (Isaiah 55:9 NIV)
 
    
 
    It is our trust in God which brings us through the most difficult times of our lives, so that we too, can see His glory. And rest assured, although He may not show up when you think He should . . . He will show up, and it will be right on time!
 
   
 
 
 
   The Hand of God
 
    
 
   When something in our lives has been stripped away and we are completely devastated by our trials and tribulations, we often find that we inappropriately held something of great worth in our lives. As we sift through our lives, we can look at the devastation as a clear sign that God has His hand upon us and is doing a work in us. God will do whatever it takes to get us back into His will for our lives. The fact that He is doing a work in us shows us that He cares enough to discipline us with His love.
 
   
So be truly glad! There is wonderful joy ahead, even though it is necessary for you to endure many trials for a while. (1 Peter 1:6 NLT) 
 
   We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they are good for us—they help us learn to endure.
 
   (Romans 5:3 NLT)
 
    
 
   Instead, be very glad—because these trials will make you partners with Christ in his suffering, and afterward you will have the wonderful joy of sharing his glory when it is displayed to all the world. (1 Peter 4:13 NLT)
 
   
 No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it is painful! But afterward there will be a quiet harvest of right living for those who are trained in this way. (Hebrews 12:11 NLT)
 
    
 
    Many times, we have hindsight looking back on trials and tribulations, seeing clearly why God allowed many things in our lives. But, when we’re in the Situation . . . it’s difficult to see the hand of God in it all.
 
   At other times, however, God does not reveal even the slightest clue as to why we have gone through our circumstances. Unanswered questions bring us to a place of realizing that we are only human; we are limited in our knowledge and abilities. Our faith is increased as we come to grips with the fact that we must depend on God and simply, “trust Him.” We find ourselves in a place of learning to be satisfied without knowing all the answers. We find ourselves becoming satisfied in just knowing the One who knows them.
 
   Our journey would be incredibly transformed if we would come to understand the true purpose of our battles. Understanding, sometimes, God will only give us glimpses of why; yet, more often, give us no understanding at all. God tends to use these times to build our trust in Him. The valley is usually a place of refinement and conviction; if you will look at it as such, for what it is, God will do a work in you that will give you beauty for your ashes. 
 
   To grant [consolation and joy] to those who mourn in Zion–to give them an ornament (a garland or diadem) of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, the garment [expressive] of praise instead of a heavy, burdened, and failing spirit–that they may be called oaks of righteousness [lofty, strong, and magnificent, distinguished for uprightness, justice, and right standing with God], the planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified. (Isaiah 61:3 AMP) 
 
   If you’re looking for answers, you must be filled with the Holy Spirit to even get a glimpse into the ways of God. If you truly examine yourself and reach deep into your soul, you could probably identify at least one thing that hinders the free flow of the Holy Spirit within you. Ask yourself what it is that steals your joy and keeps you from having victory through every moment of your day. More than likely, you know what consumes your attention or traps your mind. What stands between you and God? Here’s a revelation: You have an enemy . . . He is out to destroy your faith in God . . . your life goes much deeper than what’s on the surface.
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Who or what 
 
   stands between you and God?
 
   It’s a question that begs an answer.
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
    
 
   The Battlefield
 
   One of our biggest mistakes in life is getting caught up in the day–to–day trials and tribulations; believing them to be just what they appear to be on the surface, instead of seeing them for what they really are—a Spiritual battle. You certainly can’t win a battle if you don’t know you’re in one.
 
   In the life of Job, we clearly see the spiritual battle that was taking place. But at the time, Job didn’t understand what was really happening. He didn’t realize that he was in the midst of a spiritual battle. He could only understand the depth of his pain and the intensity of his suffering, as he cried out for justice. If we will come to realize that there is a Spiritual battle going on in our own lives, we will be better able to resist the attacks of Satan and claim Victory over our circumstances. God has provided us with the weapons of warfare; once we understand that we are truly in a battle, then it is up to us to use what God has given to us. As you find yourself in the midst of a battle . . . be aware that “sifting” can be used by Satan; as you begin to sift . . . you will enter the battlefield.
 
    
 
   For we are not fighting against people made of flesh and blood, but against the evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against those mighty powers of darkness who rule this world, and against wicked spirits in the heavenly realms. (Ephesians 6:12 NLT)
 
   We are human, but we don’t wage war as humans do. We use God’s mighty weapons, not worldly weapons, to knock down the strongholds of human reasoning and to destroy false arguments. (2 Corinthians 10:3–4 NLT)
 
    
 
   When you understand these verses clearly, you will understand that behind every conflict there is a deeper purpose and a battle. We must press through the physical world and ask ourselves, “What is it that the enemy is trying to accomplish? Why the resistance? Why is there a battle?” If there is a battle, we must be certain that the battle is for something far more significant than the eye can see. The battle is not over the immoral behavior of your teenager, the promotion your peer received instead of you, or the financial losses incurred from bad investments. There is a much greater battle at hand and much more at stake. You must clearly understand the Truth: you are in a battle and the battle is not of this world. Without that understanding, you will never have true Victory in your life.
 
    
 
   For whatever is born of God is victorious over the world; and this is the victory that conquers the world, even our faith. (1 John 5:4 AMP)
 
    
 
   When you understand the Battlefield which is the mind, the Enemy which is Satan, your Weapons which consist of the armor of God, and the Victory that is already claimed on your behalf through the resurrection of Christ . . . you gain a clearer understanding of who you are in Christ and who He is in you. Do not be deceived, there is no victory without a battle. What we must clearly comprehend and believe through faith is that the battle has been fought and won by Christ—our battle is to walk in His strength, in order to overcome our flesh and follow Him into that Victory. We cannot be deceived—Satan is trying to keep us from following Christ . . . he knows there is great reward for those who do. The reward is both for now and forever.
 
   
 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. (Hebrews 11:6 NIV)
 
   
 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. (James 1: 2–4 NIV)
 
   
 God wants us lacking in nothing—Satan wants us lacking in everything.
 
   
 ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   You are in a battle,
 
   and you have an enemy—
 
   He is out to destroy your faith in God.
 
   Realize this:
 
   there is no Victory without a battle . . .
 
   fight yours upon your knees.
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   One of the most powerful tactics of Satan, our enemy, is deception. And it all begins in the mind.
 
   
  . . . When he (the Devil) lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar and the father of lies. (John 8:44 NLT)
 
    
 
   Satan will tell us lies about others and the situations we face. He begins his attack by unleashing discouraging and destructive thoughts. He lodges doubt, fear, and suspicions at us which plummets our minds into endless obsessive reasoning. He prepares his strategy, tactfully, by moving slowly and cautiously. He doesn’t tell us every lie all at once, as we will see when we look back to the events in the Garden of Eden. We’d be far less likely to believe him if he launched all of his lies at the same time—his deceitfulness would be more easily detected if he did that. Be certain that he has studied us, our dearest friends, and our loved ones; he knows not only about our deepest desires, concerns, and frailties, but of those around us as well. Sometimes, the way to us is through others. Just as God can use others to draw us to Him, Satan can use them to draw us away from Him. The enemy has not only studied our weaknesses, he has studied our strengths, and he knows what steals our peace. His first tactic is to deceive you, by getting you to believe that your situation is within your control. He works to convince you that all you are going through has nothing to do with a “spiritual” battle.
 
    
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   The enemy is deceitful, 
 
   he uses people and circumstances 
 
   in our lives to try to convince us 
 
   that God cannot be trusted.
 
   Don’t believe the lies.
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
    We see the enemy at work, as we read through the book of Job. We see how Job’s friends talk with him (Job, Chapters 4–37) endlessly—questioning him and posing questions of doubt that relate to his relationship with God. They even try to convince him that in some way he has sinned against God and should ask for forgiveness! 
 
   They declared that his sin must be a serious one because of the intensity of his sufferings. His friends were declaring him guilty! They were passing judgment against him that was unwarranted. It’s a good thing that Job had his steadfast faith in God to resist Satan’s tactics.
 
   How many times do we go seeking advice, answers, counseling, comfort, etc. from those around us?. . . only to find we didn’t get what we came looking for. Or how many times do well meaning family and friends try to help us without us asking for it. Many times, we end up more confused than when we started. We cannot rely on others to speak to God for us. God has created each of us to have an intimate personal relationship with Him. God wants to speak to you. Now, God does use godly people to influence us and lead us into His will by leading us to Him. But if someone is leading you anywhere other than to God himself, then take heed, Satan is more than likely at work. Satan uses people; sometimes he uses people with very good intentions.
 
   Job’s wife obviously loved Job and cared for him deeply, but she attacked Job by attacking his faith in God. Some may suggest that she just didn’t love God or her husband, by the way she attacked his faith . . . but, through Scripture we know that the battles we encounter are much more than what they appear on the surface. They are battles of a spiritual nature—they are not with flesh and blood. 
 
   There is one point that needs to be made in this area: Satan’s strongest characteristics are patience and persistence. Those things we can’t control, but what we can control is his perseverance.
 
    
 
   How long will you torment me and crush me with words? Ten times now you have reproached me; shamelessly you attack me. If it is true that I have gone astray, my error remains my concern alone. If indeed you would exalt yourselves above me and use my humiliation against me, then know that God has wronged me and drawn his net around me. (Job 19:2–6 NIV)
 
    
 
   Satan was not only using Job’s wife, but all of his friends to unleash a war in Job’s mind. His tactic was to get Job to open the door of doubt about who God really was and whether He was the God of love and justice that Job believed Him to be. Through Job’s faith, he was able to see through the attacks, and he pressed on . . . longing to speak to God Himself.
 
   Keep alert, and pray. Otherwise temptation will overpower you. For though the spirit is willing enough, the body is weak! (Matthew 26:41 NLT)
 
    
 
   This is where it all begins. The battlefield is in the mind. Even Jesus told us,
 
    
 
   You have heard that the law of Moses says, ‘Do not commit adultery,’ But I say, anyone who even looks at a woman with lust in his eye has already committed adultery with her in his heart. (Matthew 5:17–28 NIV)
 
   
 We are given many more Scriptures where God speaks to us regarding this issue. God tells us that it is what exists in our minds that will ultimately determine the actions we take which lead to the outcome of our circumstances.
 
    
 
   For as he thinks in his heart, so is he;
 
   (Proverbs 27:3 NKJV)
 
    
 
   Good thoughts and actions can never produce bad results; just as bad thoughts and actions can never produce good results. You won’t get an orange from an apple seed. The only thing that comes from the seed of an apple is an apple. It is interesting how we completely agree with that law of nature, yet we fail to apply it to our lives. We ignore it in the mental and moral world even though its operation is pertinent there, too. Our thoughts are so critical in the outcomes of our circumstances in life. 
 
   Although, many times, we cannot change our circumstances or the behavior of others, we can alter our thoughts toward situations and other people; in turn, situations and other people will alter towards us. We cannot always choose our circumstances, but we can choose our thoughts; so indirectly, we can shape our circumstances. We can change our perspective; we can choose to view life from God’s point of view, through His Word, by believing Truth, instead of lies.
 
   The battle begins in our thoughts, and often times, it’s lost there. Have you ever thought about the fact that God thinks. He has thoughts. And we’re told this in Jeremiah 29:11 (AMP):
 
   For I know the thoughts and plans that I have for you, says the Lord, thoughts and plans for welfare and peace and not for evil, to give you hope in your final outcome.
 
   So if God thinks good thoughts about us, why are we thinking bad or negative thoughts about ourselves or our circumstances? If you ever find yourself down, depressed, and hurting, try to recall what it is you’ve been thinking about for the past few hours. It’s highly doubtful that you’ve been thinking of things that are pure, lovely, and worthy of praise. Satan knows how easily we get lost in our world of thoughts, and that is why deception is so easy.
 
   Satan knows that the battle is half won if he can get into your mind and create his most prized questions of, “what if,” “but,” and “what about this?” They are questions that create serious doubt. With God, there is no uncertainty, there is only Truth and peace; His peace surpasses all understanding.
 
   Too often, we allow ourselves to question everything, grasping onto our own reasoning and in essence waging war against ourselves. The battle begins within.
 
    
 
   Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. (Proverbs 3:5 NLT)
 
    
 
   It’s in losing the internal battle that will ultimately lead to our defeat. Our defeat comes from our struggle with the flesh; the flesh longs to have control and understanding of our situation. When we better understand the enemy, we can more adequately be prepared to win the battle. Satan’s goal is simple: he is out to destroy God’s people and discredit the cause of Christ. He is not to be taken lightly. He is real and his powers are effective when it comes to destroying our lives. We must learn to respect him, yet not fear him.
 
   The worst thing that a Christian can do is deny that Satan exists and make light of the power he possesses; those given to him by God. There is nothing for us to fear when facing Satan, if we will closely and diligently follow God’s instructions in fighting the fight of faith. We’re told in 2 Corinthians 2:11 (AMP), 
 
   To keep Satan from getting the advantage over us; for we are not ignorant of his wiles and intentions.
 
   We must learn how to recognize Satan and resist him before the heart of the battle ever begins. Typically, before any war begins, there is a strategy session. That session is usually a time of gaining knowledge as to where the enemy stands and where one stands against the enemy. 
 
   So, before we walk into the spiritual battlefield, we must be aware of these Truths. We must have a plan of attack. We must assess the situation and clearly understand that we are not fighting for our Victory. The Victory has already been given to us. And we know this from our Truth.
 
    
 
   Little children, you are of God [you belong to Him] and have [already] defeated and overcome them [the agents of the antichrist], because He Who lives in you is greater (mightier) than he who is in the world. (1 John 4:4 AMP)
 
    
 
   For whatever is born of God is victorious over the world; and this is the victory that conquers the world, even our faith. Who is it that is victorious over [that conquers] the world but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God [who adheres to, trusts in, and relies on that fact]? (1 John 5:4–5 AMP)
 
    
 
   O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting? Now sin is the sting of death, and sin exercises its [upon the soul] [the abuse of] the Law. But thanks be to God, Who gives us the victory [making us conquerors] through our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:55–57 AMP)
 
 
   This is Truth. We have the Victory through Jesus. There is no uncertainty in the Kingdom of God or within the rulers of this world as to how the battle ends and who has the Victory. It has already been determined through the death and resurrection of Christ. However, it does not alleviate the daily battles that must be fought as long as we are in “this world.” So it is here, where we will go into the heartof the Battlefield . . . the place where Job spent thirty–five chapters of his life and where he sat down among the ashes.
 
    
 
    
 
   “We Have Met the Enemy . . .”
 
    
 
   Oliver Hazard Perry joined the navy in his early teens and advanced to lieutenant in his twenties. He became famous in the Battle at Lake Erie (1813), in a turning point in the War of 1812, where U.S. ships under Perry's command defeated British forces. Perry's flagship Lawrence was incapacitated, but he returned to use the Niagra, and he transferred the flag that read "Don't Give Up The Ship,"(honoring the last words of Capt. James Lawrence of the U.S.S. Chesapeake) then he went back and defeated the British ships. After the battle, his message to William Henry Harrison, waiting to advance into Canada, became famous: "We have met the enemy and they are ours. Two ships, two brigs, one schooner, one sloop." During the Vietnam War, Perry’s statement was rephrased, and became famous, when used in a comic strip by Walt Kelly that said: “We have met the enemy and they are us.”
 
   What we often times find is that the true battle exists within; what we must come to understand is that our battle is a Spiritual one. Many times, Satan will enter our minds and create questioning, reasoning, and doubting; then he leaves us to the battle within. When his work is done, he so proudly sits back and watches us, as we plummet into a downward spiral of despair and loss of hope. He’s got us right where he wants us. Yet, in the words of Capt. James Lawrence, you can almost hear the cry within you, “Don’t give up the ship!”
 
   
But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves; (2 Corinthians 4:7 NASB)
 
    
 
   Our lives in this physical world are “vessels” by which God can accomplish His purposes and prepare us for His Kingdom to come; rest assured, it will come. He does not expect us to fulfill His purposes in our own strength and wisdom. He is looking for those who will yield their will to His. Only then, can His glory be shown. Only then, will we see the hand of God.
 
   Until we understand that our purposes here on earth are more than just our day to day life, we will not find the true peace, joy, and fulfillment that we are seeking. Satan will fill you with feelings and desires that are of “this world,” in order to put distance between you and God. Make a “note to self”: those desires you “think” you have are minuscule in comparison to the desires that God will fulfill in you, as you are obedient to Him and make the decision to live out His plans and purposes for your life.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   God wants you to yield 
 
   your will to His. 
 
   Only then, can His glory 
 
   be shown in your life.
 
   Only then, will you see 
 
   the hand of God
 
   go to work in your life.
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   When you begin to walk in the will of God, you will find that there are “worldly” desires and then there are the true desires of your heart which God instilled in you before you were born. The desires that He has given to each one of us are the desire to worship Him and serve Him in every area of our lives. We belong to God . . . and until we fight through our battles, in order to find His purposes for our life, our vessel will end up lost at sea. Knowing that there is an enemy is the first step in spiritual battle. Realizing that the true enemy is not your spouse, your boss, your defiant child, a policy, an illness, your circumstances, or daily struggles, is winning half the battle. These struggles are easy to see and they certainly are relevant; but, they are often just symptoms, not the source or true nature of the problem. Behind many of the things we see on the surface is an enemy who wants to destroy our lives; He will stop at nothing to do it. The outcome of these battles has everything to do with whether or not you experience the abundant life that Jesus died to give you, whether you will serve in God’s Kingdom, and whether or not you will experience the joy that comes from salvation. Nothing brings Satan greater satisfaction than a believer living a defeated life.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Behind many of the struggles 
 
   we see on the surface
 
   is an enemy who wants 
 
   to destroy your life,
 
   and he will stop at 
 
   nothing to do it.
 
   You defeat the enemy
 
    through your faith
 
   in Jesus who has given 
 
   you the Victory.
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Many people, even Christians, have difficulty truly believing in this “spiritual” world. Ephesians 6:12 declares the Truth that there is a spiritual world and that it is there where our battles take place. We fight our battles in an unseen world. Although it is an unseen realm, it is as real as the world in which we do see.
 
   It shouldn’t be hard to accept that there is a spiritual world in which we can’t see. We accept unseen realities all the time. For instance, for centuries people couldn’t see bacteria, yet that did not mean it did not exist. And what about electricity? We see the evidence that it exists, yet we don’t “see” the electricity itself. You can’t see the wind, but we experience it fully as we grasp hold of a kite and marvel at its strength! There are things that we readily accept in our everyday lives, yet we don’t “see” them. So why should it be so difficult to accept that there is a “spiritual” world? We should be certain of it, since we are told it exists through God’s Word. Since we can’t “see” the spiritual world, we so easily forget that there is more going on behind the scenes of our daily lives. 
 
   Job was no different in the understanding of his own life. He had no idea what had taken place in the spiritual realm, he was not privy to those conversations; most often, neither are we . . . when it comes to our lives. When we are in the midst of a conflict, a battle, it is hard to see the spiritual battle much less the tactics being used against us. This is why God’s Word, His Truth, is so vital. The Word of God enables us to walk by faith and not by sight. In this world, if you want to see any Victory at all, “by faith” is the only way to walk. When we believe that what we see in our physical world is all there is, we become discouraged, depressed, and weighed down by our circumstances. We don’t see how we can ever win the battle because we fail to use the weapons that God has given us to fight the good fight. When we aren’t focused on God’s Word at all times, then we are blinded to what is truly real.
 
   As we look at the life of Job and the spiritual battle he experienced, we see that Satan stops at nothing and no one to fulfill his goals. We see how Satan can even use those that we love and care for most to plant the seeds of doubt into our minds about God. You begin to question, “Why would God allow my boss to treat me like this? Why would God give me a spouse that is so negative and rude? Why is my child so disrespectful toward me when I have done so much for him/her?” This is the work of the enemy and he will disguise himself in people and situations. There are many opportunities for Satan to wage war in our daily lives.
 
   Satan will watch your seasons of life and he will look for times when you are weak. He is watching for those times when you are exhausted, when you’ve had a relationship conflict, when you’re hurting financially, facing the death of a loved one, or experiencing a personal illness. Make no mistake about it, he will kick you while you’re down; at any moment in your life you can be tempted, by Satan, to believe that God is not good. We cannot depend upon ourselves to be strong, confident, and on guard, in order to resist Satan. We must be ready to resist and fight our battles when we are least able to do it; and that kind of strength can only come from one source—God and His Word. We must make sure that we are able to recognize deception in our lives; if we are not constantly examining ourselves, we are liable to lose the battle and be defeated by the enemy.
 
   
The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it? (Jeremiah 17:9 NIV)
 
    
 
    
 
   In the Garden
 
    
 
   In order to better understand what we’re dealing with here, let’s go to the Garden of Eden. It’s a place that is all too familiar to most of humanity—a time where the earth was nothing but perfection. Yet, it was there in all its beauty and splendor, that those who were created in the image of God were not satisfied and not immune to the deception of the enemy. It was there, in the Garden, that there would be a great sin that would cause all of humanity to suffer its consequences.
 
    In the Garden of Eden we envision the perfection of God . . . trees of abundant fruit and rivers flowing. The Garden was the place where Adam and Eve, the first human creations, walked daily with God. We can only imagine the awesomeness of walking in a world with no sin, no shame, no guilt, no pain, and everything provided in abundance. (How thankful we should be that “life is short and eternity isn’t.”) Yet, all of what God had given was not enough. When temptation was placed in front of Eve, she could not resist. Now, we’re all quick to think, “How weak! How pathetic! How unbelievably naive!” But she didn’t know who she was facing; in our daily battles of life, neither do we. We too, are easily deceived. So we must be careful before we start throwing stones. (We’re likely to get them thrown back at us!) 
 
   When Eve bit into the forbidden fruit, she didn’t believe that the consequences were going to be detrimental. She thought she was making the right decision; even the first bite probably tasted delicious. But she ate it based upon lies; she was unaware of the deceit. Satan’s first attack is always deception . . . the first response after the first sin was concealment, denial, and the shifting of blame. As you can clearly see, not much has changed from the fall of man until today. That first drink of alcohol tastes good, the effects of smoking drugs can make you feel wonderful, sex out of marriage can be pleasurable, stealing money to acquire those things you want or need seems okay if you don’t get caught; but every action has a consequence.
 
    
 
   . . . and you may be sure that your sin will find you out. (Numbers 32:23 NIV)
 
    
 
   Every lie that we believe, every step we take to satisfy the flesh, will inevitably reap destruction in one way or another. No one plans to kill a family while driving drunk. No one believes they will get cancer from smoking. No one plans to be pregnant at the age of fourteen. No one wants to get caught violating the law and go to prison. The enemy will deceive you and tell you, “You’re the exception, it won’t happen to you.” Don’t believe the lies—we are told that the devil is “crafty.”
 
    
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Satan’s first attack 
 
   is always deception . . .
 
   and the first response 
 
   of a sinner is concealment,
 
   denial, and shifting of blame.
 
   Not much has changed
 
   since the beginning of time.
 
   No one is exempt from temptation
 
   and everyone falls into sin.
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Now, let’s take a look at what the Bible says about this tragic downfall in Genesis 3: 1–6 (AMP)
 
   
 “Now the serpent was more subtle and crafty than any living creature of the field which the Lord God had made. And he [Satan] said to the woman, Can it really be that God has said, You shall not eat from every tree of the garden?”
 
    
 
   Just as in our lives today, we must understand very clearly, Satan is subtle and crafty. According to Webster’s dictionary, that means being difficult to understand and includes awaiting a chance to entrap, being harmful, but enticing, having a gradual and cumulative effect, developing so gradually as to be well established before becoming apparent, clever, using special resources, displaying keen insight, characterized by trickery, and last but not least . . . being “appealing.” Now, not only does the Bible say that Satan is all of these things; he is by far the expert at what he does and who he is.
 
    Let’s take a look at who Satan really is. We’re told through Scripture that He has many names. He is called Satan which means adversary. (Job 1:6–7, 1— Thessalonians 2:18) Simply put, he opposes God’s agenda and is always working against God’s plan. He not only violates God’s character, but he assaults God’s people, relentlessly. He is determined to place each of us in opposition with God.
 
    We also know through Scripture (1 Peter 5:8) that he is called the Devil, which means slanderer. He is a liar and he will not only fill us with falsities, but he will do so in order to stir up false witness and feed gossip. We are told in Isaiah 14:12, that he is also called “Lucifer” which means “son of the morning” or “shining one.” This tells us he comes to us not in his true repulsiveness, but he comes to us as an angel of light; he does not present himself in a way that we recognize him, but in a way that is appealing and attractive. In 1 John 5:19 he is called “evil one,” which entails a corrupting influence. You see, he can exploit perfectly “good” things that God has given to us, such as food, rest, sex, ambition, and responsibilities. He is the prince of this world (John 12:31). He is the accuser of brethren, (Revelation 12:10) which means he will condemn you. He will constantly remind you of the sins that Jesus has already paid for by His blood. He is many things; all of them are evil. He holds a variety of schemes that he uses for particular people and he is greatly inspired by anger, pride, worry, self–reliance, despair, lying, immorality; worldliness. He thrives in this world—do not allow him to thrive in your life.
 
    
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Satan thrives in this world—
 
   don’t not allow him 
 
   to thrive in your life.
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
    He has not changed his ways over the years. His ways remain the same . . . which means it should be easier to recognize him. But, what we find is that he has intimate knowledge of the way our minds work and the weaknesses we have; each tactic is personalized to each of our personalities and circumstances that we face.
 
    In the Garden of Eden, we see that Satan used the first weapon in his warfare and he uses the same tactic with us today. Through deception he caused Eve to question God’s authority. It was the very reason He was cast down from Heaven . . . and well, quite simply put, “misery loves company.” Satan approached Eve with great deceit and asked her to question what God had said. How many times do we hear that same voice? The voice that tries to reason with what we know is wrong, trying to convince us that it’s not really wrong, so it must be right. There is nothing more destructive to our life than casting out the Word of God. We will pay the consequences if we reject God and what He has commanded of us.
 
    
 
   The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. (Genesis 3:2–4 NIV) 
 
    
 
   Not only did Satan question Eve right off the bat, but he questioned her understanding of what God had said . . . again! He’s basically saying, “Surely, God did not really mean that!” And then, he goes in for the kill, just as he does in our lives . . . he turns the table in our minds, turning our focus away from the possibility that he is deceiving us, but rather that it is God who is deceiving us. His tactic is to convince Eve that God is keeping something from her; he proposes that God knows she would experience the very best of life and have true understanding of life. 
 
   Our lives encounter similar situations, when our short term actions bring immediate pleasure, leading us to believe “it must be good.” We are deceived because the Truth is, the long term consequences of our short term pleasures will bring more pain than we can possibly imagine. Eve had no idea as to the pain and suffering that would come upon the world forever as she took the first bite . . . it seemed good, suitable, pleasant, and delightful. It seemed like it was completely from God and something God would surely want her to have! Sound familiar?
 
   
 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. (Genesis 3:5–6 NIV)
 
    
 
   There it is . . . and it is no different in our lives today, Satan does not approach us openly and announce who he is. He is deceptive in every way and He is the father of all lies. And so, the world was no longer without sin—God’s perfection had been tampered with, and the consequences were boundless. So, we see that Adam and Eve’s eyes were opened in a way that God never intended, and the world would suffer the consequences of a sinful world . . . until its redemption. God wanted us to see each other as He sees us—without fault, without shame, without blemish. And so, in the Garden, God found Adam and Eve in their sin and in their shame. We can never escape the consequences of disobeying God. Sooner or later, God renders justice—be certain of it.
 
    
 
   And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to Adam and said to him, Where are you? He said, I heard the sound of You [walking] in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself. And He said, Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat? And the man said, The woman whom You gave to be with me—she gave me [fruit] from the tree, and I ate. And the Lord God said to the woman, What is this you have done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled (cheated, outwitted, and deceived) me, and I ate. (Genesis 3: 8–11 AMP)
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   We can never escape 
 
   the consequences of disobeying God. 
 
   Sooner or later,
 
   God renders justice—
 
   be certain of it.
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Take note in this account that God asked, “Who told you?” God is telling us in this phrase that if we sin, we have had a conversation or a discussion; we have reasoned to do something contrary to what we know is right. He is alluding to the fact that somewhere along the way, Adam and Eve were deceived. The battle occurs long before we sin. The battle begins in the mind . . . when we begin reasoning. And this is where Satan uses his cunning deception to lead us into sin. Satan will tactfully enter into the lives of those whose hearts are right, even those who are walking daily with God. They are not immune to his tactics.
 
    In fact, those who strive to walk closer with God will actually encounter more opposition, as we will discuss shortly.
 
   As seen in the Garden of Eden, Satan does not want you to realize that he is the enemy! If you do, then you will know how to do battle. So he carefully manipulates people and situations to work his ways against you. Satan does not come out with a megaphone and shout, “Here I am; It’s me . . . Satan! I’m about to test you! Get ready, here it comes!” Now, truthfully, when you know the Word of God fully and you are discerning God’s voice through each moment of everyday, it can get to a point where this does happen; you recognize him more easily and you are aware of his tactics. It’s not that he begins making himself known, but that you begin to recognize him immediately!
 
    
 
   For you are the children of your father the devil, and you love to do the evil things he does. He was a murderer from the beginning. He has always hated the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar and the father of lies. (John 8:44 NLT)
 
    
 
   If we study the examples of the enemy’s methodology carefully throughout Scripture, it’s not too difficult to see a pattern. He often begins with a disguise. It may often be hard to figure out where the deception comes from, but it usually casts doubt at either God and/or His Word.
 
    From day one, Satan has suggested that the verdict has not been rendered as to the trust–worthiness of God’s Word. Remember, He said, “Has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’” (Genesis 3:1)? He does the same with us. He poses those same questions to us as we hear the voices saying, “Is that really what God meant? If God loves you, how could a good God have let that happen?” You see, Satan doesn’t really care how he gets us there, but he wants us to believe that God is unloving and uncaring and nothing but a dictator of laws which deprive us from the life we desire. His first step is always going to bring us to a place of questioning God’s identity and His Word. He wants us to turn our back on God.
 
    Satan will then cause us to focus on our own identity or worth. “You will be like God; knowing good from evil,” he told Eve (Genesis 3:5). In Matthew 4:8–9, he promised all the kingdoms of the world to Jesus in exchange for His worship. Satan loves to fill us with pride over our own rights and our own worthiness. “You call yourself a Christian?” “You’re a terrible failure at all that you do and you don’t even know who you are . . . you have no identity and no purpose.” He takes us down a dangerous path—one of great deceit and false thinking. When he’s got us moving down his path, he’s created a window of opportunity, and then he offers an immediate, appealing alternative that has to do with the lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and the pride of life (1 John 2:15–16). If he has succeeded in causing you to doubt or if he has caught you in a weak moment, then he takes aim and fires away. The battle becomes intense. Make no mistake about it, the devil is pure evil. He brings things into our lives that appear good, in order to tempt us and pull us into his trap. But his motive is clear. The purpose of his actions is to destroy us and keep our souls from living with God for all eternity; if he can’t do that, he’ll just attempt to make our life miserable while here on earth. 
 
    
 
   The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. (John 10:10 NLT)
 
    
 
   It is easy for Satan to attack our weaknesses. These are obvious to him . . . but Job, being such a righteous man, was a lot more difficult to attack. Satan had to go after Job’s greatest strength—his faith. Satan had to go to the heart of Job’s relationship with God. Satan had to bring Job into conflict with His faith over who God was. He will do the same with you. Satan will try and convince you that right is wrong and wrong is right. He will find a way to attack without you really knowing it. Satan does not come to you and say, “I’m going to give you a few drinks at the bar with friends from work that will lead to alcoholism, a broken family, and a drunken driving accident that kills a child.” He doesn’t come forth and say, “I’m going to lead you into an affair that will destroy your reputation, crush your hopes and dreams, steal the love you desired, while ripping apart your children’s hearts and lives through divorce.” He doesn’t say, “I’m going to give you this credit card so that you can buy all those things you think you need but don’t have the money for now, so that you can go into enormous debt and find yourself contemplating suicide because you can’t pay your bills two years from now.” If Satan said these things upfront, who in their right mind would take that first step?
 
   The problem is, Satan doesn’t want us to know the consequences of our actions, and even if the thought of consequences creep in, he will swiftly move in with his statements like, “No one will ever find out” and “That will never happen to you” or, as seen in the Garden of Eden, “Are you sure that’s not okay with God?” You will get so quickly wrapped up into the lies of Satan to fulfill your fleshly desires that you won’t even see yourself plummeting into the pain that Satan has waiting for you. You will find yourself saying the same thing that so many who fall into his traps have said, “I never saw it coming.” This is why good people do bad things. This is why bad things happen to good people. Somewhere along the way, someone believed Satan’s lies. Someone was deceived.
 
   Rest assured, Satan never gives up! You can never completely eliminate the temptations of Satan. No matter how close we are to God, no matter how much we pray and read the Word, no matter how spiritually mature we think we are . . . we will have to fight the fight of faith, until Jesus comes again. What is the enemy’s motive?. . .to keep us from giving our souls to Christ, to keep us from doing the work of Christ, to keep us from inheriting the Kingdom of God, and to keep us from having life eternally.
 
   His desire is to cause discouragement and bring depression and oppression into your life. He wants to steal your peace and joy. He wants to destroy your relationship with God, and he will stop at nothing to do it. His goals are simple. He is out to destroy your mind, body, or spirit, and often all three.
 
   But what we must keep in mind, as we have read in the book of Job, is that God is always in control. And nothing can separate us from Him.
 
   And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38–39 NLT)
 
    
 
    
 
   Strategy 
 
    
 
   As we saw in the Garden of Eden, Satan has many strategies in Spiritual battle, but the most powerful of them all is deception. The fall of all creation was caused by the simple, yet convincing, tactic of deception. It is not only his most powerful tactic, but it is the one most frequently used attacks against humanity today. It is vital to recognize that conversations, questions, arguments, or thoughts that consist of such words like “but” and “if” are clear works of Satan. If you’re engaged in a conversation or find yourself filled with thoughts that contain these words, you can know with all certainty that you are in the midst of a spiritual attack. With God, there are no “ifs” or “buts.” God is clear in everything He says. He means what He says and He says what He means.
 
   
 ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   The reason good people do bad things
 
   and bad things happen to good people
 
   is that somewhere along the way . . .
 
   someone was deceived . . .
 
   someone believed the lies of the enemy.
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Many times, you can entertain deceptive thoughts with these “doubting and reasoning” type words. You can even, in the midst of friendly conversation, fail to realize that something that appears “good” actually has a root of evil. Satan will try and create “doubting” arguments to create disunity and disharmony between, family, friends, and others. He will work constantly to deceive us so that we will wage war against each other, instead of him!
 
    
 
   Jesus knew their thoughts and replied, ‘Any kingdom divided by civil war is doomed. A town or family splintered by feuding will fall apart.’ (Matthew 12:25 NLT)
 
     ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   God is clear in everything He says . . .
 
   He is not a god of confusion.
 
   He means what He says and
 
   He says what He means. 
 
   Take His Word for it!
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Just as we see in the book of Job, Satan can often use friends, or even your own thoughts to create doubt in your faith. He wants you to doubt God’s presence, His love, His forgiveness, and His purpose for your life. He wants you to doubt the Word of God; trying to get you to believe that there are possible parts of the Bible that aren’t exactly true, that maybe they don’t apply to your situation or “this day and age.” If you truly accept that the Bible and God’s commandments are His unquestionable views on sin, righteousness, judgment, obedience, and forgiveness, then Satan’s battle against you has just gotten increasingly more difficult. Chances are, he’ll move on to his next victim. But never forget, although he may flee, he always waits for the next opportunity.
 
    
 
   When the Devil had finished tempting Jesus, he left him until the next opportunity came. (Luke 4: 13 NLT)
 
    
 
   There is no question that Satan will lie to us, in order to lead us into sin. No one ever sees a bright neon flashing sign that says, “Here is Sin—Enter Here—Receive Punishment, Pain, and Suffering!” and walks in that direction. If we could see the outcome of sin, we’d never go near it.
 
   
This great dragon—the ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, the one deceiving the whole world—was thrown down to the earth with all his angels. (Revelation 12:9 NLT)
 
   Satan is after each one of our souls in such a way that he individualizes every temptation he sets before us. He will use tactics that personally fit your needs or how you feel about certain things in your life. Satan has a customized plan of destruction for your life. He is privy to your conversations, the weaknesses you possess and the thoughts you entertain. But God—God has an incredibly customized plan for your redemption and complete restoration . . . should you fall victim to the enemy. 
 
   The battles will continue until Jesus comes. In order to have any Victory in our lives, we must keep our hearts and minds focused upon God. There is no downtime, and it is so important to control what goes into your mind. The phrase, “what goes into a mind, comes out in a life,” could not be more accurate in what it says. The television show that seems funny at the moment, but poses the idea of disrespect within families, murder, alcohol and drug use, or glorifies infidelity . . . these are ways for Satan to enter your mind. If you approve of watching it, Satan knows you have compromised your morals and he has a gateway in. Many times, the compromises you make may not affect you directly, but will cause you to negatively influence others, such as your children, or those that God is trying to draw toward Himself through you. 
 
    
 
   But if you cause one of these little ones who trusts in me to fall into sin, it would be better for you to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone hung around your neck. (Mark 9:42 NLT)
 
 
   Sometimes, Satan may even pose thoughts or questions of which you thwart, but he returns later. It can appear like you’ve defeated him, but he goes back to the drawing board looking for a better, smarter, more deceitful way to convince you that his way is the right way.
 
   Most often, his temptations will be completely grounded in our emotions. They are linked to our perceived greatest needs and our deepest desires; his tactics are focused on our weaknesses and sometimes our strengths. You should always be aware of thoughts you entertain, where within one minute, create a lack of peace, despair, or fear. It is at this moment that we must refocus. We need to recognize when Satan is creeping in and shut him out as quickly as possible. You might ask, “Can one really do that?” Yes, God has told us we can.
 
    
 
   God has not given me a spirit of fear, but of power, love, and a sound mind. (2 Timothy 1:7 NLT)
 
    
 
   Today I have given you the choice between life and death, between blessings and curses. Now I call on heaven and earth to witness the choice you make. Oh, that you would choose life, so that you and your descendants might live! (Deuteronomy 30:19 NLT)
 
    
 
   When we focus too much on a particular thought, we are setting ourselves up for a stronghold. A stronghold is a recurring, compulsive thought pattern. The voices of “You deserve this, you don’t deserve that, you should have better, you need to do this,” begin to overwhelm your mind, so much so, that you cannot even grab hold of yourself. Your mind will quickly spiral out of control and before you know it, those thoughts creep back into your mind; the stronghold becomes a foothold for Satan in your life. Satan will relentlessly seek to build strongholds in our minds. Our minds can become dominated by the enemy within moments and the effects can last a lifetime . . . which is why so many suffer from depression. Whatever area Satan dominates in your thoughts and attitudes, he is in control of that area. And if he’s in control of any area of your life, then you are being held captive.
 
    
 
   
 
 
   Taking Every Thought Captive
 
    
 
   So, you might ask, what is our weapon against all of this? If it’s coming at us in all directions, in ways that we can’t see or prepare for, then what strategy do we have? What weapons do we possess when battling within the mind? It is one thing, and one thing only, the Word of God. It is through the Word of God that we make decisions that are based on God’s laws of right living. It takes living life on purpose, instead of “unconsciously,” as most people do today. Our days are filled with choices . . . our life consists of nothing but choices. And it’s the choices that we make, and whether or not we consult the Word of God when making them, that determines the outcome of our lives.
 
   We must diligently work to make decisions using Truth—God’s Word. And as we do, we find out why Satan’s first attack is always going to be to try and confuse us regarding the Word of God . . . just as he confused Eve in the Garden of Eden. It’s through God’s Word that we come to know Christ and God’s purpose for our life; it is the clearest way in which God communicates with us. One of Satan’s greatest desires is to blind us from the Truth. If he destroys our faith in God’s Word, then he knows that he keeps us from knowing Christ and we cannot claim the victory that comes from accepting Him as our Savior.
 
   Jesus told us,
 
    
 
   And you will know the truth,
 
   and the truth will set you free.
 
   (John 8:32 NLT)
 
    
 
   In knowing the Word of God, we must learn how to hear His voice through it and be able to recognize what is from God and what is not. As we take steps in fighting this battle, we must walk confidently into the battlefield and take every thought captive.
 
    
 
   We destroy every proud obstacle that keeps people from knowing God. We capture their rebellious thoughts and teach them to obey Christ. (2 Corinthians 10:5 NLT)
 
    
 
   The battlefield is the mind, and it is here that we wage war against every rebellious thought that opposes God. Our thoughts will often come from nowhere . . . unannounced and unfiltered. In Matthew 18:12, Jesus asked, “What do you think?” So, what are you thinking? Philippians 4:8 (AMP) gives us clear direction as to what we should be thinking:
 
    
 
   For the rest, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is worthy of reverence and is honorable and seemly, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely and lovable, whatever is kind and winsome and gracious, if there is any virtue and excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think on and weigh and take account of these things [fix your minds on them]. (Philippians 4:8 AMP)
 
    
 
   We must clearly understand what thoughts are from Satan . . . so let me break it down for you . . . his thoughts consist of: negativity, dishonesty, deception, manipulation, gossip, distrust, self–righteousness, self–hatred, unloving thoughts or actions, slander, judgment, criticism, blasphemy, wrath, malice, anger, un–thankfulness, and unbelief in God’s existence and justice. These are a summation of those thoughts that come from the enemy. If your thoughts contain any of these characteristics, then you can be sure they are not from God and they are not Truth. They do not show faith in God and Romans 14:23 (NIV) tells us that, “Anything that is not of faith . . . is sin.”
 
   What is normal for our minds? A mind that is peaceful, quiet, clear, calm, and well–balanced. It is a mind set on things above.
 
   
 If then you have been raised with Christ [to a new life, thus sharing His resurrection from the dead], aim at and seek the [rich, eternal treasures] that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  And set your minds and keep them set on what is above (the higher things), not on the things that are on the earth. (Colossians 3:1–2 AMP)
 
   
 It consists of a “single mind.”
 
    
 
   Only be sure as citizens so to conduct yourselves [that] your manner of life [will be] worthy of the good news (the Gospel) of Christ, so that whether I [do] come and see you or am absent, I may hear this of you: that you are standing firm in united spirit and purpose, striving side by side and contending with a single mind for the faith of the glad tidings (the Gospel). (Philippians 1:27 AMP)
 
    
 
   It is a mind that meditates on God’s ways and His Word. Why is our thinking so important? Because we are told in Proverbs 23:7, “that as a man thinks, so is he.” And in James 1:13–15, we’re told that temptation comes first and sin can begin with our thoughts. It is in our mind where the battle occurs and this is where we must fight. We must meet the enemy where he is. Every single one of us has “thought problems.” If we didn’t, we would never think a negative thought. We’re told in Joshua 1:8 (NLT):
 
 
   Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do.
 
   Blessed (happy, fortunate, prosperous, and enviable) is the man who walks and lives not in the counsel of the ungodly [following their advice, their plans and purposes], nor stands [submissive and inactive] in the path where sinners walk, nor sits down [to relax and rest] where the scornful [and the mockers] gather. But his delight and desire are in the law of the Lord, and on His law (the precepts, the instructions, the teachings of God) he habitually meditates (ponders and studies) by day and by night. (Psalm 1:1–2 AMP)
 
    
 
   A prosperous life will come from thinking God’s way! Is your mind filled with all of your problems or with God’s promises? Is your life a mess? If it is, you can be sure that your mind is also in a world of hurt. We often times allow Satan to use our minds as a dumping ground— endlessly filling it until we’re consumed with what many have called “stinkin’ thinkin.’”
 
   So how can we understand this battle of the mind and how to win it? We can start by understanding the Truth in 1 Corinthians 2:16, “For, Who can know the Lord’s thoughts? Who knows enough to teach him? But we understand these things, for we have the mind of Christ.”
 
   When we accept Christ as our Lord and Savior, we are given “the mind of Christ.” You see, the whole process of our sanctification is to have the mind of Christ—to be a reflection of Him. Having the mind of Christ means there is no turmoil, worry, jealousy, or confusion. The mind of Christ means having a mind of peace—a mind that is focused on the greatness of God, with a confident attitude of faith in Him for all things and through all things.
 
   So how do we put our faith into action and make “having the mind of Christ” a reality in our lives? First and foremost, we need to bring His thoughts to the forefront of our mind. We need to know God’s thoughts, and His thoughts come from His Word. This is where He reveals Himself to us. We need the Word of God so that we might “weigh” our thoughts—allowing us to determine what is from God and what is not. When you understand clearly what God says or thinks in an area that you are battling in, then you will be able to know if they are of good or evil. This is called discernment.
 
   
Solid food is for those who are mature, who through training have the skill to recognize the difference between right and wrong. (Hebrews 5:14 NLT)
 
    
 
   Once we are discerning God’s Word, then we must cast out those thoughts that are not of God and keep focusing and meditating on the thoughts that are. I’m talking about taking every thought captive; yes, every thought that comes into your mind . . . this could take a lot of work. But isn’t it worth it, in order to save your soul and to experience the Victory on earth that Jesus came to give you? We are told to think “good” at all times! Thoughts may come from out of nowhere, but we must be careful as to which ones we allow to take root in our heart.
 
   Jesus told us in Mark 7:20–23,
 
   And then he added, ‘It is what comes from inside that defiles you. For from within, out of a person’s heart, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, wickedness, deceit, lustful desires, envy, slander, pride, and foolishness. All these vile things come from within; they are what defile you.’
 
   We must come face to face with what is in our hearts. We must go to God and ask Him to point out anything that is keeping us from fully having the mind of Christ. Whatever is not of Christ must go, and God will give us the strength to overcome whatever it is. Too often, people stay in bondage because they are not willing to see what is in their own heart—they are afraid to see what is there. We can’t be fearful . . . we must be courageous in approaching the throne of Grace. We must ask God to help us repent, accept His forgiveness, and learn to walk in His will. Acknowledging our sinful thoughts is winning half the battle! And Satan knows it. Simply put, we must stop thinking “wrong” thoughts. Romans 13:14 (AMP) says,
 
   But clothe yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah), and make no provision for [indulging] the flesh [put a stop to thinking about the evil cravings of your physical nature] to [gratify its] desires (lusts).
 
   We must learn to daily renew our minds. We must control our thoughts or they will control us. If we can clearly understand what is not of God, then we can focus or fix our minds on what is of God. When we begin to fix our minds on Him, we put our faith in action by activating the “mind of Christ” that is within us. So, we can begin acting upon our faith, by asking, W.W.J.T?

 
 
   What Would Jesus Think?
 
    
 
   Strip yourselves of your former nature [put off and discard your old un–renewed self] which characterized your previous manner of life and becomes corrupt through lusts and desires that spring from delusion; And be constantly renewed in the spirit of your mind [having a fresh mental and spiritual attitude], (Ephesians 4:22–23 AMP) 
 
   We must focus on God; keeping our minds fixed on what is true, worthy of praise, honorable, just, pure, lovely, kind, gracious, and excellent. We’re told in Ecclesiastes 5:1 that we must train ourselves to take note of our minds; aware of what we are doing and what we are thinking.
 
   Keep your foot [give your mind to what you are doing] when you go [as Jacob to sacred Bethel] to the house of God. For to draw near to hear and obey is better than to give the sacrifice of fools [carelessly, irreverently] too ignorant to know that they are doing evil.
 
   If we’re not careful, we will find our mind anxious, worried, wondering, doubtful, unbelieving, confused, judgmental, critical, and suspicious. These thoughts certainly were not the thoughts of Christ. The Scriptures have taught us exactly how Jesus would not think!
 
   Do not fret or have any anxiety about anything, but in every circumstance and in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, continue to make your wants known to God. (Philippians 4:6 AMP)
 
    
 
   So do not worry or be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will have worries and anxieties of its own. Sufficient for each day is its own trouble. (Matthew 6:34 AMP)
 
    
 
   And we’re also taught how Jesus would think.
 
   If any of you is deficient in wisdom, let him ask of the giving God [Who gives] to everyone liberally and ungrudgingly, without reproaching or faultfinding, and it will be given him. Only it must be in faith that he asks with no wavering (no hesitating, no doubting). For the one who wavers (hesitates, doubts) is like the billowing surge out at sea that is blown hither and thither and tossed by the wind. For truly, let not such a person imagine that he will receive anything [he asks for] from the Lord, [For being as he is] a man of two minds (hesitating, dubious, irresolute), [he is] unstable and unreliable and uncertain about everything [he thinks, feels, decides]. (James 1:5–8 AMP)
 
   If we can clearly understand what is not of God, then we can focus or fix our minds on what is of God. And we can put our faith in action by focusing on God which activates the “mind of Christ” in us. We must continue to ask ourselves while entertaining our every thought, W.W.J.T? For one, Jesus would not have left His mind empty. 
 
   Leave no [such] room or foothold for the devil 
 
   [give no opportunity to him].
 
   (Ephesians 4:27 AMP)
 
 
   An empty mind, one that is not armed with the weapon of the Word, is a vulnerable and extremely easy target for the enemy. As we have learned, the mind is where the battle begins. But this is definitely not where it ends . . . unless we take every thought captive and declare the battle won before it becomes sin. We must be prepared because when you are caught in a battle, everything within you will want to quit and throw in the towel. It is God’s Truth that will extinguish every fiery dart that is thrown at you, one by one. 
 
   When we are tempted to sin, we must declare the promise of 1 Corinthians 10:13(AMP):
 
   For no temptation (no trial regarded as enticing to sin), [no matter how it comes or where it leads] has overtaken you and laid hold on you that is not common to man [that is, no temptation or trial has come to you that is beyond human resistance and that is not adjusted and adapted and belonging to human experience, and such as man can bear]. But God is faithful [to His Word and to His compassionate nature], and He [can be trusted] not to let you be tempted and tried and assayed beyond your ability and strength of resistance and power to endure, but with the temptation He will [always] also provide the way out (the means of escape to a landing place), that you may be capable and strong and powerful to bear up under it patiently.
 
   When we’re overcome with needs financially, we must stand upon Philippians 4:19 (AMP):
 
   And my God will liberally supply (fill to the full) my every need according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” 
 
   When we’re in a time of weakness and in need of strength, we must claim Philippians 4:13 (AMP):
 
    
 
   I have strength for all things in Christ Who empowers me [I am ready for anything and equal to anything through Him Who infuses inner strength into me; I am self–sufficient in Christ's sufficiency].
 
    
 
   When we’re overcome with adversity, we are assured in James 1:2–4 (AMP):
 
    
 
   Consider it wholly joyful, my brethren, whenever you are enveloped in or encounter trials of any sort or fall into various temptations. Be assured and understand that the trial and proving of your faith bring out endurance and steadfastness and patience. But let endurance and steadfastness and patience have full play and do a thorough work, so that you may be [people] perfectly and fully developed [with no defects], lacking in nothing.
 
    
 
   When we’re faced with uncertainties about our future and overcome with fear, we can gain confidence and hope through Psalm 84:11 (AMP) 
 
   For the Lord God is a Sun and Shield; the Lord bestows [present] grace and favor and [future] glory (honor, splendor, and heavenly bliss)! No good thing will He withhold from those who walk uprightly. 
 
   When we’re paralyzed by fear, we are to find hope in Isaiah 41:10 (AMP):
 
   Fear not [there is nothing to fear], for I am with you; do not look around you in terror and be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen and harden you to difficulties, yes, I will help you; yes, I will hold you up and retain you with My [victorious] right hand of rightness and justice..
 
   When we’re overcome with anxiety, we can be calmed through Philippians 4:6–7 (AMP):
 
   Do not fret or have any anxiety about anything, but in every circumstance and in everything, by prayer and petition definite requests), with thanksgiving, continue to make your wants known to God. And God's peace [shall be yours, that tranquil state of a soul assured of its salvation through Christ, and so fearing nothing from God and being content with its earthly lot of whatever sort that is, that peace] which transcends all understanding shall garrison and mount guard over your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   By entering into a Spiritual battle
 
   without God’s Word, 
 
   you are laying your spirit,
 
   your eternal life, 
 
   and your life here on earth on the line. 
 
   Death, in the greatest sense of the word,
 
   could be the result.
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
    An empty mind can be quickly filled with thoughts like, “You are worthless, useless, you can’t do anything right . . . there is no hope, there is no future, you are powerless, you should just give up.” These are the lies of Satan, and these are the thoughts of deception that He will entrench into your mind.
 
    
 
   Be well balanced (temperate, sober of mind), be vigilant and cautious at all times; for that enemy of yours, the devil, roams around like a lion roaring in fierce hunger], seeking someone to seize upon and devour. Withstand him; be firm in faith [against his onset—rooted, established, strong, immovable, and determined], knowing that the same (identical) sufferings are appointed to your brotherhood (the whole body of Christians) throughout the world. (1 Peter 5:8–9 AMP)
 
   
  ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   There is no greater weapon 
 
   in your Spiritual battles
 
   than the Word of God—
 
   there is nothing 
 
   that will bring you quicker
 
   Victory in whatever battle you’re in. 
 
   Wielding the Word of God
 
   is your faith in action.
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   We can learn from the greatest example given to us in the Bible concerning spiritual warfare; we learn the best example from our Master and Savior. We learn the power of God’s Word when we walk with Jesus, where He was tempted in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1–11). Jesus did not argue, reason, or entertain the temptations of Satan, even at His weakest physical moments. He simply rebuked them with the declaration,
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   We must control our thoughts . . .
 
   or they will control us.
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   “It is written.” There is no greater weapon in the battle of the mind than the Word of God. And there is nothing in all creation that can bring you quicker Victory in whatever it is you are facing than putting your faith in action, by standing upon the Word of God.
 
    
 
   For the word of God is full of living power. It is sharper than the sharpest knife, cutting deep into our innermost thoughts and desires. It exposes us for what we really are. Nothing in creation can hide from him. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes. This is the God to whom we must explain all that we have done. (Hebrews 4: 12–13 NLT)
 
    
 
    If we’re not diligent to fill our mind with God’s Truth and use it in the way He teaches us to, we will lose the battle. We must learn to run to God’s Word when we are in the midst of a crisis or attack. We must apply it in every area of our lives, not just the areas we choose. When we are not filling our minds with God’s Truth, then, we’re entering into a battle without armor. Can you imagine football players going into a game without helmets, boxers without mouth pieces, or professional bicyclers without helmets? In these instances, without protection, death could be the result. By entering into a spiritual battle without God’s weapons of warfare, without His Word, you are laying your spirit, your eternal life, and your life here on earth on the line. Death, in the greatest sense of the word, could be the result.
 
    When we’re armed with the Word of God going into our spiritual battles, we find that in the heat of the battle, we know without a doubt where we stand. But in understanding our position in the fight, we must also realize that it is not by our authority that the Word of God has power—it’s by the authority of God Almighty that the Word is able to defeat the enemy.
 
    It is by God’s grace, given to us, that we are able to claim that authority.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Trusting in God’s Promises exposes
 
   and dispels the darkness,
 
   while revealing Light.
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   We can stand confident in our battles, by the grace of God, knowing that Truth wins every time. There is no spiritual battle that is lost when the Word of God has been declared. We must choose not to evaluate our situations and circumstances based upon our feelings or emotions. We must trust God, regardless of what threatens to overcome us—we must simply trust in God’s character. We must trust in who He is. And we do so, through Scriptures such as Romans 8:32 (AMP):
 
   
 He who did not withhold or spare [even] His own Son but gave Him up for us all, will He not also with Him freely and graciously give us all [other] things?
 
    
 
   Trusting in God’s Promises exposes and dispels the darkness, while revealing Light. We are assured that God does not lie or fail to keep a promise; neither does He fail to render justice. Numbers 23:19 (AMP) says,
 
    
 
   God is not a man, that He should tell or act a lie, neither the son of man, that He should feel repentance or compunction [for what He has promised]. Has He said and shall He not do it? Or has He spoken and shall He not make it good?
 
    
 
   God is forever sovereign and He’s overseeing every area of your life—He’s making the “calls.”
 
    
 
   
  
 
   The Great Umpire
 
    
 
   In understanding Satan and his ways, we must clearly understand his limitations in our lives. Who do you believe is in control of your life? Do you believe it is by your works that you are what you are, and you have what you have? Maybe so, this is why so many in the world are constantly struggling with trials and tribulations.
 
   I am what I am by the grace of God.
 
   (1 Corinthians 15:10 NLT)
 
   You can rest assured, God is always in control. If you believe that you are in control of your life and every detail of it, you’re really in trouble. If you’re relying on yourself and declaring your own sovereignty, you cannot imagine the path of destruction you’re walking down. God will allow whatever He must in your life, to bring you to a place of realizing, “His throne isn’t big enough for the two of you.”
 
   Each day we are given the opportunity to attribute our many blessings to God and lift Him up in praise for who He is. We can enter the rest of God when we understand that there is nothing that occurs without the God Almighty’s knowledge and approval (Job 1:6–12; Matthew 1:29–31; John 19:11). God has approved every struggle, setback, and failure, that you have ever, or will ever face, and He has promised that He will use it all for something good. Although we cannot see the Divine plan, as Job could not, God has given us His Word to encourage us and sustain us through the greatest of trials. It is through the good and the bad, our triumphs and our tragedies, that He transforms all of our circumstances into His good and perfect will.
 
   One of our greatest mistakes is seeing a trial, tribulation, or tragedy, as just that. The greatest failures and setbacks can look like new beginnings and a path to Victory, through the eyes of God. Take for example, the death of Christ. Would you say that the innocent death of Christ was a good thing? Well, now that we are on the other side of the situation, we see for certain that it was. At the time, however, those closest to Him believed it was the most dreadful and tragic event in history. 
 
   They could not see Christ’s death from God’s Divine perspective. They could not imagine how this could possibly be God’s will (John 14:29; John 16:19–22; Matthew 16:23)! It was the price that had to be paid by a God who loves us without end. So, do you think God just “hoped” things would work out? Was He just “lucky” that nothing ruined His plan to save all of mankind? If He could control all of the circumstances that led to our salvation, why don’t we believe He is in control of all our daily circumstances? If we really believe that His Promises apply to each of our lives, we should have peace about everything. When trials arise and tragedy strikes, we should anticipate God’s hand in redeeming it all. We gain true peace and get a glimpse of seeing through the eyes of God when we apply His Word to our lives, every single moment of every single day. So when the thoughts of doubt creep in and you feel you’re just taking life as it comes, just remember this: it wasn’t raining when Noah built the ark. Did he just get lucky?
 
   We are just human, we have limitations on our knowledge and abilities, and we can’t possibly understand each situation to its fullest extent. If we rely on our own insight, it will be flawed at best and we open up the doors for Satan to unleash an attack. If you believe you are always a victim of circumstances or just lucky and unlucky, you will never have anything to count on, no stability, and you will never have comfort when you find that all of your efforts leave you with more problems and more unanswered questions.
 
   If you will have faith enough to understand that God is in control, you will be able to find peace and stability in the One who is above all. In Job’s pain and confusion, he stood strong in the battle for his soul, just knowing that God was in control.
 
    
 
   “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, you a future and a hope. In those days when you pray, I will listen. If you look for me in earnest, you will find me when you seek me.” (Jeremiah 29:11 NLT)
 
    
 
   Trusting God becomes especially difficult when we are attacked in our circumstances through illness, tragic accidents, rape, domestic abuse, a loss of employment, infidelity, a spouse who is an addict, natural disasters, terrorist attacks, and countless other external forces. It is impossible to avoid many of these, and yet, the question is not how can we possibly avoid them, but how will we respond to them when they do happen. With that being said, we must also realize that God may see great purpose for us going through tragedies, rather than simply being delivered from them. We clearly witness this critical aspect of faith in the life of Job.
 
   When we’re experiencing suffering as a result of external circumstances, we should rest assured that Satan is ready and waiting. The thoughts of anger and doubt will be directed at you and you will begin to wonder, “Where is God? If God is a God of love, how could He let this happen?” It is during these times that we need to recognize that those thoughts are attacks from Satan and through faith we must remain confident that God is in control. The attacks are always limited in their duration and God always has a plan that will bring about blessings and bring glory to His name. In the book of Job, we find that God limited the actions of Satan, He limited the length of time Job suffered, He turned the situation for good, and God has received the glory ever since. The purposes of our attacks are so Divine that we cannot even begin to try and understand or make sense of them.
 
   We must always remember that whatever trial or tribulation we go through, God is in control. Whatever brought about the ashes you are sitting in now or at a later date, God could have prevented it and He didn’t. Somehow, God evaluated your circumstances and has found purpose in whatever it is you are going through and will go through. Sometimes, God will even use people to accomplish His purposes, yet, they are unaware that He is doing so. We can often believe that our trials are all about us, when in fact, He is using our lives to actually impact someone else! Our pain could possibly be someone else’s gain. Somehow, God sees something that can come from our situations that we simply cannot. Having faith in God means knowing you can always count on Him to help you.
 
   
Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear. (Isaiah 59:1 NIV)
 
   You can know with all certainty, through believing in God’s Word, that the attack will come to an end. And most importantly, you will have a stronger spirit, greater faith, and will find the blessings of God upon you, after you have resisted and stood strong in your faith against the enemy. Never forget that Satan is not all–powerful and he is not all–knowing. He is definitely not infinite; these facts alone are enough to give you reassurance that you can stand strong in your faith and win every battle through Christ.
 
   If you have not experienced the miracle of professing the Word of God in your life, then you are missing out on living a powerful, fulfilling, life of Victory. The Word of God has caused men and women to suffer indescribable pain, because of their love and devotion to It. Some would have given, and many have given, everything they have for a copy of It. Others spend their whole lives studying It. Millions across the world count It as their most valuable possession. Why? The answer is simple, the Bible, God’s Word, was written through the authority and power of Almighty God. Over 2,000 years after it was written, it is still changing people’s lives in the most dramatic and profound ways. The Word of God has the power to convert the lost sinner, the power to be the seed for God’s Kingdom; it has the power to sustain us and be sufficient for our every need. It not only strengthens us, but protects us, and gives us everything that is necessary for our Salvation.
 
    
 
   As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. (Isaiah 55:10–11 NIV)
 
   
When God speaks, things happen, just as He determines.
 
   For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm. (Psalm 33:9 NIV)
 
   The Word of God is an act of disclosure which is always effective and reliably achieves His purpose.
 
   God is not a man, that He should tell or act a lie, neither the son of man, that He should feel repentance or compunction [for what He has promised]. Has He said and shall He not do it? Or has He spoken and shall He not make it good? (Numbers 23:19 AMP)
 
   
 He sends forth His word and heals them and rescues them from the pit and destruction.
 
   (Psalm 107:20 AMP)
 
    
 
   And we also [especially] thank God continually for this, that when you received the message of God [which you heard] from us, you welcomed it not as the word of [mere] men, but as it truly is, the Word of God, which is effectually at work in you who believe exercising its superhuman power in those who adhere to and trust in and rely on it]. (1 Thessalonians 2:13 AMP)
 
    
 
   We are to believe God’s Word and Its power, even though we cannot make common sense of it, or explain it. This is faith. Faith in God says that, “I believe and trust in You even though it is not understandable by my human experience.” And when we have faith and trust in His Word in the midst of our spiritual battles, we are depending upon its authority. In Romans 13:1 (NLT) we are assured that God alone is the ultimate authority: 
 
   Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.
 
   God’s inherent authority gives Him the power to cast those who do not fear Him into hell (Luke 12:5). He possesses the awesome and gracious power to forgive all sins and declare us righteous through our acceptance of Christ, as Lord and Savior. 
 
   But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. (Romans 3:21–26 NIV) 
 
   God himself has said :
 
   By myself I have sworn, my mouth has uttered in all integrity a word that will not be revoked: Before me every knee will bow; by me every tongue will swear. (Isaiah 45:23 NIV) 
 
   Jesus, God in human flesh, always spoke of His authority, based on acting for God the Father. By the power invested in Him, He forgave sins (Mark 2:5–8), healed the sick (Mark 1:34), exorcised demons (Mark 1:27), controlled nature (Luke 8:24–25), raised the dead (Luke 7:11–17; John 11:38–44), and taught with authority (Matthew 7:28–29; Matthew 5:21–48). Jesus, as Son of God, follows the Word of His Father and declares them as the final authority in Matthew 4:1–10, 22:23–26 and in John 10:33–36. God’s Word possesses the ultimate authority because it is from Him, where all power and authority resides. We know that God is absolutely true and faithful (Psalm 117:2) and therefore His Word is true and faithful.
 
   
Your word, O LORD, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. (Psalm 119:89 NIV) 
 
   Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. (John 17:17 NIV)
 
 
   What is God’s Word? God’s Word is eternal (Psalm 199:89), it is His law and it is true (Psalm 119:142,151,160), it is trustworthy (Psalm 119:86;138), it is right and forever right (Psalm 119:144), it is life (Deuteronomy 32:4), it gives light and understanding (Psalm 119: 105,130), it guides us (Psalm 199:133), it makes us wiser than our enemy (Psalm 199:98), it strengthens us (Psalm 119:28), it sustains us (Psalm 119:175), it gives us comfort (Psalm 119: 50,52), it keeps our ways pure (Psalm 119:9), it bestows God’s goodness to us and it preserves our life according to His Promises of His Word (Psalm 119: 25,37,38,65,107,116,149,154,156,170). The power of God’s Word has the authority to move mountains in your life. It has the power to change you in the most amazing ways. But you must accept the Word’s authority, stand upon It, and claim It, in your own life.
 
   There is no power in memorizing Scripture, no command that is given in the heavenly realms, until you claim God’s Promises in your life. This is where the power is. Claiming God’s Word is fully communicating with God in His language; it’s acting out your faith. We are told in Hebrews 4:12 (AMP) that God’s Word is alive, full of power; meaning it is active and effective, doing what it sets out to do.
 
    
 
   For the Word that God speaks is alive and full of power [making it active, operative, energizing, and effective]; it is sharper than any two–edged sword, penetrating to the dividing line of the breath of life (soul) and [the immortal] spirit, and of joints and marrow [of the deepest parts of our nature], exposing and sifting and analyzing and judging the very thoughts and purposes of the heart.
 
    
 
   Praying God’s Word and claiming His Promises in your life would look something like this, 
 
   And therefore the Lord [earnestly] waits [expecting, looking, and longing] to be gracious to you; and therefore He lifts Himself up, that He may have mercy on you and show loving–kindness to you. For the Lord is a God of justice. Blessed (happy, fortunate, to be envied) are all those who [earnestly] wait for Him, who expect and look and long for Him [for His victory, His favor, His love, His peace, His joy, and His matchless, unbroken companionship]! (Isaiah 30:18 AMP)
 
   Heavenly Father, I thank You that You seek every opportunity to be gracious to me so that You might be lifted up and glorified. Lord, I thank You for Your mercy and loving–kindness. I praise You for Your justice, that in whatever ways I am wronged, You will turn my pain, sorrow, and despair, into joy and happiness. Father through the Victory You have given me through Christ, I am happy, fortunate, and envied, because I earnestly wait for You, in all things. I expect You and long for You. I long for Your Victory, Your favor, Your love, Your peace, Your joy, and Your matchless, unbroken relationship! I pray these things, claiming Your Promise of Isaiah 30:18, in the name of my precious Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus, Amen.
 
   This prayer will not return void. So as God speaks to us through His Word, He knows that communication is a two way street. And so, by His grace and mercy, and mostly, through His great love for us, He has given us prayer. It was through prayer that Job spoke to God in the ashes of his life. It was there in the midst of His prayer . . . God spoke to him.
 
   
 
 
   
 
 
   


  
 

~Chapter 3~
 
    
 
    
 
   The Voice of God
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
    The Lord answered Job 
 
   from the whirlwind . . .
 
   Job 38:1 (NLT)
 
    
 
   One of the most misunderstood areas of our faith is prayer. Everyone seems to have their own idea about the purpose of prayer. Believe it or not, most people pray in some way, but over 85% of people who pray are dissatisfied with their prayer efforts. Sadly, few people benefit from prayer and most end up feeling as though their prayers are useless—not because they actually are, but because they have mistaken the true meaning and purpose of it.
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   When prayers go unanswered,
 
   we can be tempted to believe 
 
   that God doesn’t care . . .
 
   it’s easy to believe the lies 
 
   in our darkest moments,
 
   but our faith must press forward . . . 
 
   trusting in a faithful God who is not deaf
 
   to the cries of our hearts,
 
   and whose strength is mighty to save.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Do you believe your prayers are making a difference in your life and in the lives of others? Do you believe God hears you when you pray? More than likely, you’re not sure if God is really listening when you talk to Him. You probably wonder why your prayers go unanswered and you wonder if you’re even praying the “right” way. Your faith can be shaken to its core when you hear the voice of the enemy continually whispering, “God doesn’t hear you . . . He doesn’t care . . . He’s not answering your prayers.” Be assured through the Truth that says,
 
    
 
   Listen! The Lord is not too weak to save you, and he is not becoming deaf. He can hear you when you call. (Isaiah 59:1 NLT)
 
    
 
   Our confidence and trust in God can be depleted, in an instant, when our prayers are not answered in the timing we believe they should be, or in the way we think they should be. We’re left feeling nothing, seeing nothing, and wondering, “Does God even exist?” We seek but do not find, we knock and keep on knocking, but no one answers. What we fail to realize is that it’s not God’s door that we are knocking on—His door is already open. It is the door of our own heart that must be opened in order to find God. He is always speaking to us . . . we hold the key to hearing from Him.
 
    
 
   Every day I call to you, my God, but you do not answer. Every night you hear my voice, but I find no relief. (Psalm 22:2 NLT)
 
    
 
   O God, whom I praise, don’t stand silent and aloof.
 
   (Psalm 109:1 NLT)
 
    
 
   O Lord, I cry out to you. I will keep on pleading day by day. O Lord, why do you reject me? Why do you turn your face from me? (Psalm 88:13–14 NLT) 
 
   When prayers appear to go unanswered, we make an effort to show our faith by going deeper; we pray more, we pray harder, we do everything we know . . . we serve and worship, believing that surely God will answer, but still nothing. (or so it seems) We stand alongside of Job as he remains living in anguish . . . with no answers from God. The dead silence is almost too much to bear.
 
 
   Then Job spoke again: ‘My complaint today is still a bitter one, and I try hard not to groan aloud. If only I knew where to find God, I would go to his court. I would lay out my case and present my arguments. Then I would listen to his reply and understand what he says to me. Would he use his great power to argue with me? No, he would give me a fair hearing. Honest people can reason with him, so I would be forever acquitted by my judge. I go east, but he is not there. I go west, but I cannot find him. I do not see him in the north, for he is hidden. I look to the south, but he is concealed. But he knows where I am going. And when he tests me, I will come out as pure as gold. For I have stayed on God’s paths; I have followed his ways and not turned aside. I have not departed from his commands, but have treasured his words more than daily food. But once he has made his decision, who can change his mind? Whatever he wants to do, he does. So he will do to me whatever he has planned. He controls my destiny.’ (Job 23:1–13 NLT)
 
    
 
   Don’t we feel the same way? We pour out our complaints to God, yet we try to keep ourselves from allowing our pride to become so obvious. We long to know that God hears us; we plead and even demand that He to speak to us. We believe in our hearts that God is just, but we continue to suffer injustice.
 
   We know He is there, but we can’t see Him. We stand in disillusionment as we realize that God will do as He pleases. It is a moment of reckoning in our soul. God’s plans will prevail, and we know that we are in the palm of His hands. Our inner spirit struggles against itself, as we cry out to Him endlessly, “Please help . . . please do something!”
 
   Though I cry, ‘I’ve been wronged!’ I get no response; though I call for help, there is no justice. (Job 19:7 NLT) 
 
   We feel as though we’ve been beating on the door of Heaven and no one is home. We walk away in despair, wondering, where is God anyway? He seems so remote and inaccessible. We feel abandoned. Hope seems elusive and our dreams have died and vanished before our very eyes. Not only have our hopes and dreams been lost, but we feel we are now walking around living a life of hell on earth. We question, we doubt, we struggle for answers, yet nothing brings comfort or resolution.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   As hope fades 
 
   and God appears inaccessible,
 
   it’s easy to believe that God 
 
   has abandoned us.
 
   But it is through Truth 
 
   that we find He is ever–present . . .
 
   with us always . . .
 
   and in His presence, 
 
   present troubles fade away.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   The words we pray seem empty and our only reference of faith in the one true God, the Bible, begins to appear meaningless and useless. We find ourselves sitting alone in the silence, yet we do not realize that we are in God’s presence. God is never absent. There are only times when our consciousness is not aware of His presence. Our “experience” of His absence is a feeling, not reality. He is there when we call out to Him, and He is there when we do not. 
 
   How long, O Lord ? 
 
   Will you forget me forever?
 
   How long will you hide your face from me?
 
   (Psalm 13:1 NIV)
 
    
 
    What we find is that in God’s silence . . . He is speaking. Through His quietness, He is drawing us nearer to Him; He is increasing our faith and growing us spiritually. What we come to understand is that God is refining our faith by challenging it and threatening to destroy it. He allows us to be sifted and then He prays for us, that our faith would not fail.
 
    
 
   Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. (Luke 22: 31–32 NIV)
 
    
 
   God allowed Job to be sifted, and He had a plan to bring him forth like gold. God has a plan for your life, if you will trust Him. He will bring you forth like gold, too. 
 
   We find Job, a loyal servant to God, having his faith shaken to its core and we wonder what he will do? In his pain and desperation, what is his next step? He barely has the strength to breathe in his suffering . . . yet, he prays. Most of us would not refer to His complaining and anger as “prayer,” but in God’s eyes, it is an example of the most intimate prayer that we can have with Him.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   God is there when we call out to Him
 
   AND when we do not.
 
   In His silence . . .
 
   He is speaking.
 
   He’s drawing us nearer, pulling us closer,
 
   so that we might hear His whisper,
 
   “I am with you always” . . .
 
   “I have prayed 
 
   that your faith will not fail.”
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   God is stripping us from our dependence on all of our false images of who He is. God’s desire is to remove all of our religious “practices” and self help efforts in prayer. His appeal is that these objects of our faith will become nothing but ashes in our hands. His purpose in the refining of your faith is that you would come to “The End” of yourself and enter into an intimate relationship with Him, so that you can walk together through this life.
 
    
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   In our darkest moments,
 
   God is refining us . . .
 
   He’s at work.
 
   We must remember,
 
   there is no refinement without a fire,
 
   and there is no victory 
 
   without a battle.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   He wants our faith in Him to remain standing, certain of His presence, confidently calling out to Him, when our world comes crashing in. His desire is that our faith will not fail. You can declare your faith all you want, you can cry out to God that you are ready to move on in this lesson in life, but God knows your heart. God knows what you need . . . when you need it. He knows how long to hold you to the fire. There is no refinement without a fire, just as there is no victory without a battle.
 
    God’s silence is evidence that we are not yet ready to hear what He must say. Only when Job became silent before God . . . did God speak. God’s silence is begging ours. The silence is an invitation—He is growing us spiritually. He must train us in righteousness. It’s His transforming power that brings us into deeper intimacy with Him. God’s silence is taking our narrow vision of our lives and getting us to release them, so that He can give us the greater things He has in store. His desire is that we might trade our own hopes and dreams for those that He has in store for us. His desires for us are far greater, far more fulfilling, and far more valuable, than anything we have in mind. God is transforming us by crucifying our flesh, (our carnal needs and desires) so that we might die to self. And honestly, that’s what it feels like—something is dying. He’s bringing us to “The End,” so that He can “Begin.”
 
 
   You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; (Ephesians 4:22 NIV)
 
    
 
   In order for us to be all that God wants for us to be, in order for us to receive all He desires for us to receive, God must first reduce us to nothing; just as we see in the life of Job. Whether it is in the life of Christ, in the life of Job, or in our own lives, we must know that when God is in control, every crucifixion has a resurrection. Whatever lies dead in your life, whether it is your spirit, your hopes, or your dreams, God has a plan for its resurrection.
 
    
 
   Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. (Matthew 10:39 NIV)
 
    
 
   As much as we long for God’s presence, He longs for ours.
 
    
 
   Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; 
 
   he rises to show you compassion. 
 
   For the Lord is a God of justice.
 
   Blessed are all who wait for him! 
 
   (Isaiah 30:18 NIV)
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   God’s silence is begging ours.
 
   God knows when we’re ready
 
   to listen to what He has to say.
 
   He’s bringing us to “The End,”
 
   so that He can “Begin.”
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   He aches over the fact that we distance ourselves from Him and preoccupy ourselves with the things of this world. He is saddened that at times we have forgotten Him, and He longs for us to draw nearer to Him. We are on a journey of faith and it is a fight to the finish. But God, in all His love for us, has given us a way to talk with Him, to be in relationship with Him along the way; He has given us prayer. It is through our prayer that God will transform us in ways that we cannot imagine, if we keep on knocking. (Luke 11:8–10)
 
    
 
    
 
   The Essence of Prayer
 
    
 
   Prayer reveals the heart of God and draws us nearer to Him. Prayer does in fact change things, but more importantly, it first changes us. The primary purpose of prayer is to bring us into communion with our Heavenly Father. He has not given us prayer so that we can use His will to serve our own. Prayer is the avenue by which we seek God’s will in our life; it is the gift by which we can hear His voice, and through our obedience, we can be transformed into the image of Christ.
 
   “There are two kinds of people: 
 
   those who say to God, ‘Thy will be done,’ 
 
   and those to whom God says,
 
   ‘All right, then, have it your way.’” —C.S. Lewis
 
    
 
    Prayer is an intimate experience in which we are able to share a personal relationship with the God of the universe. Prayer brings us before God, just as we are, with every flaw, weakness, and shortcoming. It is there, as we come before Him, that He embraces us fully. He doesn’t see us as we are . . . He sees our potential to become like Christ.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   God has not given us prayer
 
   so that we can use His 
 
   will to serve our own.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   The focus of our prayer should be the condition of our heart. God’s desire through prayer is to transform us, so that we have a pure heart and right motives. The fleshly things we pray for are easy for Him to deliver, but He is after our heart. God is concerned with your spiritual growth and He is working to bring you to a place of better understanding Him and His ways. We must learn to boldly approach Him, as Job did, with our strengths and weaknesses—without reservation, without hesitation.
 
    
 
   Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. (Psalm 139:23–24 NIV)
 
    
 
   We must come to understand the very essence and purpose of prayer. Without true understanding, prayer is useless and meaningless. We can find ourselves believing, just as many who pray, that prayer doesn’t “work.” Too often, we look at God as some kind of ATM “automated teller machine,” walking up to “withdraw,” but only to leave feeling “overdrawn.” At other times, we take our “fast food drive thru” concept into the gates of Heaven and believe that when we come before God, we ought to get what we came for . . . in a hurry; when it takes too long, we become angry, disgruntled customers. Sometimes, we decide we won’t go back for a while—we’ve decided “the service wasn’t that good anyway.” Our will is in a struggle with God’s will; we beg, demand, and throw our tantrums, and then expect God to react. Oh how we should praise Him for the fact that He doesn’t.
 
    
 
   “If God had granted all the silly prayers I’ve made in my life, where would I be now?” —C.S. Lewis
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Our will is in a struggle against God’s . . .
 
   we beg, we make our demands,
 
   and then we expect God to react . . .
 
   how we should praise Him for the fact
 
   that He doesn’t.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   God does not react to our manipulative prayers. No matter what we are struggling with, we must never resent these moments of God’s silence. His silence is part of growing us and deepening our relationship with Him. His silence moves us from the inner struggle and turns us toward Him.
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Unanswered Prayer?
 
    
 
   If we go with Christ to the Garden of Gethsemane, we will find God speaking to us in the most profound way. As Christ anticipated His brutal death, we can only imagine the struggle within Him. He knew full well, the pain and agony that was before Him. We cannot even begin to comprehend what He must have gone through in His spirit, much less in His flesh.
 
    
 
   In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. (Hebrews 12:4 ESV)
 
    
 
   The anguish He must have experienced is unimaginable. The Bible says, He was “very sad and deeply grieved, almost dying of sorrow.” Yet, in this time of great desperation, what did Christ do? He prayed . . . and after He prayed, He prayed again. And after He prayed again, He went and prayed for a third time. We find the Son of God, through His tears and despair, not receiving the answer to His prayer that He longed for. He wanted His “cup” to pass.
 
     
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Call out to God, 
 
   He will answer you . . .
 
   He always hears you.
 
   His help is on the way . . .
 
   keep praying . . .
 
   keep trusting.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
    Jesus questioned God and asked if there was another way. Haven’t we done the same? Jesus questioned as to whether this was really God’s will. Haven’t we asked that exact question? How can the pain and suffering we endure be God’s will? Jesus cried out from His soul, “Is there another way?” Yet, in the silence, Jesus declared, “Thy will be done.” At some point in our Christian walk, we must learn to yield to our higher authority. We must learn to give it all over to God, regardless of the pain we will have to endure; we must know with all certainty that His way is always best. Jesus was able to drink of His cup because He knew the loving hand that poured it. He was able to walk forward in God’s will, not in His own strength, but through the strength of His Father. He accepted that God’s will was far greater than His own.
 
    Prayers can appear to go seemingly “unanswered.” The enemy takes our inability to fully understand God’s ways and our narrow and misconstrued view of prayer and uses it all to shake our faith. Satan sits and talks to us, declaring, “See, prayer doesn’t work, you’re wasting your time. God doesn’t hear you. Why does He continue to let you suffer like this? Why won’t He answer your cry for help?” Once again, we find ourselves in the middle of a battlefield. We’re cornered in our faith and struggling to understand what is from God and what is not. We battle within, sifting through lies, desperately needing to know that God is listening and that He will speak to us. And God says,
 
    
 
   Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know. (Jeremiah 33:3 NIV)
 
   
 Father, thank you for hearing me. You always hear me, but I said it out loud for the sake of all these people standing here, so that they will believe you sent me. (John 11:42 NLT)
 
    
 
   There is not a prayer or cry to God that falls on deaf ears. He hears our every utterance. He knows exactly what we need in the time that we need it. We should know with all certainty that help is on the way! Even if we feel our life is shipwrecked and we’re on a deserted island:
 
   
There’s a story told about a lone shipwreck survivor on an uninhabited island. The man managed to build a hut in which he placed all that he had saved from his sinking ship. He prayed to God daily for deliverance and anxiously watched the horizon to hail any passing ship. One day the man was horrified to find his hut in flames. All that he had was gone. To this man’s limited vision, this was the worst thing that could possibly happen. The man was so upset by this that he began to curse God. The very next day, a ship arrived. “How did you ever find me?!” exclaimed the man. The captain answered, “We saw your smoke signal.”
 
    
 
   God hears us. There is no question of that, He tells us He does. And God does not lie.
 
    
 
   God is not a man, 
 
   so he does not lie.
 
    (Numbers 23:19 NLT)
 
    
 
   God has a plan for rescuing you, don’t be deceived by what you see around you; don’t give into desperation. Your greatest tragedy can become your greatest triumph. God ALWAYS answers prayer (1 John 5:14-15).
 
   The question is, as we call out to God, “Do we hear Him?” We can be certain, according to His Word and His Promises that He hears us, but are we listening for His voice? Are we “expecting” God to answer? Possibly prayers have been answered, possibly He has given us direction, but we’ve missed it. We get so occupied with placing the order that we forget to actually drive thru and pick it up!
 
    
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    God knows that there are Red Seas
 
   in our lives that need parting,
 
   giants that need to be defeated,
 
   and lions that must be kept 
 
   from devouring us—
 
   He knows we need His power,
 
   His presence,
 
   His guidance,
 
   and His strength 
 
   through the journey.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
     
 
   Listening to God
 
    
 
   So are we really listening or are we doing all the talking? It’s troubling to think about how many times God has possibly spoken to us and we weren’t listening. How many times have we missed an important message or overlooked critical direction and guidance from Him because we were too occupied with other things, or too busy doing all the talking? 
 
   One of the most valuable things we can ever learn in life is how to truly listen to God. Nothing is more beneficial in life, and nothing more rewarding, than hearing God speak to you. We may be tempted to believe that God doesn’t speak to us like He used to—in the Old Testament Days. But the truth is . . . God is always speaking—He’s just waiting for us to listen. 
 
   God speaks to us because He loves us. He knows that we need His sovereign direction in our lives; there is nothing within Him that would ever of walk away from us when we call upon Him. Only He has complete knowledge regarding our situations, and He longs to guide us into His very best for our lives. He knows that along this journey of faith we will need His comfort and assurance. Just as God parted the Red Sea for Moses and the Israelites, God knows that there are Red Seas in our lives that need parting, Giants that need to be defeated, and Lions that must be kept from devouring us.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Our trials and tribulations in life
 
   are allowed by God 
 
   with greater purposes
 
   than those that are revealed 
 
   to us on the surface.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   He knows that when we do not know which way to turn, we are going to need His power, presence, guidance, and strength. As much as we want to know God, He wants us to know Him. As much as we yearn for God, He yearns more for us. 
 
   Knowing God comes from listening to Him through His Word. Today, God mostly speaks to us through His Word. When we are faced with difficulties and uncertainty in life, we should always go to the Scriptures. We must go to God and ask Him to give us advice in our situations through His Word.
 
 
   First seek the counsel of the Lord.
 
   (1 Kings 22:5 NLT)
 
    
 
   Through His Word He will direct us, strengthen us, and transform us. As if His Word were not enough, He has given us the Holy Spirit that dwells within us—when we accept Christ as Lord and Savior. The Spirit of God is living within us and speaking to us, so that we can experience God’s provision, power, and direction throughout our lives. Although His communication through the Spirit may not be audible, it is so impressionable upon you that you will hear Him through your inner self, and you will be moved as if He were before you in the flesh.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   As much as we want to know God,
 
   He wants us to know Him.
 
   As much as we yearn for God,
 
   He yearns more for us.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   All too often, it seems that God speaks to us through life’s circumstances. It can be through a failure or a success. It can come from a disappointment and even a tragedy. Whatever you are experiencing in life, God may very well be speaking to you through it. We often go through situations in life where the sole purpose of it all is to draw us nearer to God. We clearly see this in the life of Job. The trials and tribulations of Job’s life were allowed by God with greater purposes than what was revealed to him.
 
    
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   When God speaks . . .
 
   you can be assured He has
 
   something important to say.
 
   He wants Truth revealed 
 
   in every area of our lives.
 
   He is direct and leaves 
 
   no room for misinterpretation—
 
   He says what He means 
 
   and means what He says.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   We, just like Job, are still left wondering about the ways of God. Even though we see Job’s life from beginning to end, we are still left wondering, “Why?” Quite possibly, it was less about what God did in the life of Job and more about the work God can do in your life through the understanding of this message. As we look upon our own lives, we find ourselves being dealt with by God. God will drive us to this place upon our knees so that we will turn back to Him, ready and willing to listen. He loves us that much.
 
    
 
   The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. (2 Peter 3:9 NIV)
 
    
 
   We should be expecting God to speak to us through His Word, or move us in a particular direction through our Spirit. When we wait with expectation, when we call out to Him in faith, we are setting the stage for an encounter with God. Is that what you’re longing for? Are you longing for an encounter with God? Are you sure? Are you more anxiously awaiting the delivery or the Deliverer? Job cautiously desired that encounter, and He was an incredibly loyal and faithful man of God. Job cried out to God throughout his tragedies and it is evident that Job was expecting an encounter with God, but Job knew that it could be too awesome for him to handle.
 
   
 O God, there are two things I beg of you, and I will be able to face you. Remove your hand from me, and don’t terrify me with your awesome presence. Now summon me, and I will answer! Or let me speak to you, and you reply. (Job 13: 10–22 NLT)
 
    
 
   When God speaks, we should be certain of one thing, He has something important to say. God is usually right to the point. He doesn’t have long drawn out conversations. He is very direct, precise, and concise, in what He says and what He means. God has a specific goal and plan in mind; He will make sure there is no room for misinterpretation. God wants Truth revealed in all areas of our lives. He wants us to clearly understand truth about Him, truth about ourselves, and truth about others.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   For all the questions 
 
   we have for God . . .
 
   He has questions for us too.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
    We find God’s ways to be evident in the midst of Job’s trials. As Job relentlessly calls upon God to answer him—God finally answers. God speaks to Job in such a direct way that there is no time for Job to humble himself—God does it for him. And God will humble us too, if we will not do it ourselves.
 
   
 Then the Lord answered Job from the whirlwind: ‘Who is this that questions my wisdom with such ignorant words? Brace yourself, because I have some questions for you, and you must answer them.’ (Job 38:2 NLT)
 
    
 
   Well, at this point, we know Job is in really big trouble. And we wait with anticipation to see what the Almighty God will say next! Through four, long, gut wrenching chapters, God continually questions Job with issues such as,
 
    
 
   Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Have you ever commanded the morning to appear and caused the dawn to rise in the east? Where does light come from and where does the darkness go? Can you hold back the movements of the stars? Can you shout to the clouds and make it rain?
 
    
 
   As God goes on and on, we can feel the soul of Job begging for Him to stop. We take a deep breath as God pauses for a moment to say,
 
 
   Do you still want to argue with the Almighty?
 
   You are God’s critic, but do you have the answers?
 
    
 
   God leaves nothing out; He addresses the heart of Job’s prideful complaints. God directly answers Job’s prayers: (Notice Job’s prayer in Chapter 35 and God’s answer is Chapter 40—God hears Job and knows his heart . . . He answers it with His own.)
 
   
 Job:  Job says, ‘I am innocent,
 
   but God denies me justice.’ (Job 34:5 NIV)
 
    
 
   God:  Would you discredit my justice?
 
   Would you condemn me to justify yourself?
 
   (Job 40:8 NIV)
 
    
 
   As we sift through our own ashes, we too, find ourselves in Job’s shoes; being humbled and realizing we are nothing. Who are we to question God?
 
    
 
   Then Job replied to the Lord, ‘I am nothing—how could I ever find the answers? I will put my hand over my mouth in silence. I have said too much already. I have nothing to say.’ (Job 40:3–5 NLT)
 
 
   After all the ranting, raving, complaining, and arguing Job had done, he now sat in dead silence and realized he was nothing in the presence of the Almighty God. We are not unlike Job, in that, we realize that when we’re speaking to God, we need someone on our side—we need someone who can express to God what we cannot. We need Jesus. 
 
   We have the great gift of being on this side of the Cross, and therefore, we have salvation through Christ. It is the gift that Job only longed for. In Job 9:32–35 (NLT), we find Job’s plea,
 
    
 
   God is not a mortal like me, so I cannot argue with him or take him to trial. If only there were a mediator who could bring us together, but there is none. The mediator could make God stop beating me, and I would no longer live in terror of his punishment. Then I could speak to him without fear, but I cannot do that in my own strength.
 
    
 
   These words are so moving because we hear the cry from a man of great faith . . . pleading for a Savior. Little did He know that God had heard Him and we would benefit from his prayer that was answered. The Mediator, the Savior, would come.
 
   
 ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   If we desire to communicate with God,
 
   we must go through the gate 
 
   which is Christ.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   So, as we stand on this side of the Cross, God’s desire is that we have a clear understanding about who we are in Christ and who He is in us. We are to realize through Truth that “we are alive in Christ (Ephesians 2:5), we have the mind of Christ (Philippians 2:5), greater is the One living in us than he who is in the world (1 John 4:4), we have the gift of righteousness (Romans 5:17), we have received the spirit of wisdom and revelation (Ephesians 1:17–18), we can do all things through Christ (Philippians 4:13), we shall do even greater works than Christ (John 14:12), we are a doer of the Word and we are blessed by our actions (James 1;22,25), we are more than conquerors through Christ (Romans 8:37), we are partakers in His divine nature (2 Peter 1:3,4), we are ambassadors for Christ (2 Corinthians 5:20), we are the light of the world (Matthew 5:14), and it is not we who live but Christ who lives in us (Galatians 2:20).
 
   It is through our relationship with Christ that we have a Mediator and He sits at the right hand of God interceding for us. Because of our faith in Christ, we can know for certain that He hears our prayers, as we pray in the name of Jesus. If we desire to communicate with our Heavenly Father, we must go through the gate which is Christ. 
 
   As God hears us, He also speaks . . . it is up to us to be “attentively” listening. You may believe you are listening, but you must ask yourself if your heart is open to whatever God has to say. What if He told you that you were right where He needed you to be? What if He said He needed you to remain in your suffering for a greater purpose than you could fully understand? What if you had to face the same unanswered prayer that Christ did in the Garden of Gethsemane? What if He told you that in order to answer your prayer you had to forgive someone who had deeply hurt you? Listening to God means: leaving room for conviction in your life. Faith in God says, “Do not lift me from my ashes, until You have accomplished Your purposes for them.”
 
    
 
   Then Moses said to him, ‘If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here.’ (Exodus 33:15 NIV)
 
    
 
   Now sometimes, you may very well be at the center of God’s will and He has no problem answering your prayer right away. But more often than not, we are out of God’s timing. And most often, we are going to have to wait upon the Lord. God is rarely early, but He’s never late either . . . He’s always right on time.
 
    
 
   My soul waits silently for God alone,
 
   for my expectation is from Him. (Psalm 62:5 NLT)
 
    
 
   While we are waiting, we should be anticipating His answer—looking for Him around every corner. We must “expectantly” believe that God will answer us; He will show up and it will be in the perfect moment. We must wait quietly, so that we can hear Him when He speaks to us. Find time to spend with God in quietness. Find time to spend with Him . . . without all the distractions. And make sure it’s the best, quality, time with Him that you can offer. God needs your full attention—not your attention at the end of the day when you can barely stay awake. Seek Him first and listen carefully. Praise Him and place your petitions before Him, and then, sit quietly. God’s voice is still and quiet and you hear it more often when you are still.
 
   God will sometimes withhold information from us, until we are prepared to listen to all that He has to say. If our hearts are not right, if our motives are wrong, we can be certain that God will have to do a work in us to get us to the place He needs us to be—spiritually. He is transforming us and preparing us to be able to hear what He will say, and He is getting us ready for what He will do. Waiting on God’s answer requires action. It requires trusting in His Word. When our faith is in action . . . God’s hand moves.
 
    
 
   My eyes stay open through the watches of the night, that I may meditate on your promises. (Psalm 119: 148 NIV)
 
    
 
   God has given us His Word as His promises and His instructions. We can hear from Him by meditating on His Word and seeking His divine guidance as we wait.
 
   God’s Word is to be our greatest tool when sifting. Everything in our lives should be sifted through the Word of God.
 
 
   For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two–edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires. (Hebrews 4:12 NLT)
 
    
 
   When we wait on God to answer prayers . . . we must do so “confidently.” As with Job, God’s answers may not be what we want to hear; He may not even answer us at all, or He may delay the answers for some time. But, we must know that He will answer us.
 
    
 
   Blessed is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my doors, waiting at my doorway. (Proverbs 8:34 NIV) 
 
    
 
   Watching daily at His doors and waiting at His doorway means going to His Word to seek out what it is He has to say to you. Listening to God will bring you the greatest blessings in your life if you will learn that prayer brings you to that place of encountering the Almighty God. The encounter alone should be enough to satisfy the cry of our souls.
 
   When we approach Him, we should approach Him in the same manner that Job did—speaking to Him with honest open hearts and. We cannot fool God. He knows our anger, our bitterness, and our desires to satisfy the flesh. He meets us right where we are . . . in our sin, in our brokenness . . . because that is the only place He can meet us!
 
   We must come humbly before God because a humble attitude will allow us to live as close to the truth about ourselves, others, and our situations as possible. We must come to a place of accepting Truth and it more than likely will conflict with our flesh. When we bring it all to God, we must give Him our troubles, our anger, our frustrations, our disappointments, our discontent, our pain, and our sorrow, and then simply, walk away . . . leaving it all in His hands. 
 
   When you leave it all in the hands of God, you can be certain that your life, and all it encompasses, is in the best hands possible. God will take care of it . . . just trust Him. Rest assured that whatever abilities you may think you have at resurrecting different areas of your life, God is the Master of resurrection . . . He created it. The heart of listening to God is just that—it’s all about the heart.
 
   Our greatest task through prayer is not in trying to convey our message in the appropriate way, or making sure it is wrapped up in a nice pretty package . . . it’s about expressing ourselves to God with open honest hearts and just listening. As you listen and as you wait, keep seeking Him, keep knocking; not for answers, but just to be with Him . . . this is His will for you. We must come before God in prayer with praise, thanks, and adoration; not for what He gives, but for who He is.
 
    
 
   Pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
 
   (1 Thessalonians 5:17 NIV)
 
    
 
   If at any time you are experiencing God’s absence, the only thing you should do is wait. Wait silently and be still in your spirit. Wait and be expecting His arrival; wait, expecting His voice to speak to you. You see, it’s not the way we pray or the prayer itself that moves the hand of God; it’s our faith through our prayer that moves His heart. It is our faith that believes in God’s Promises for our lives which moves His hand to perform His Word. It is a faith that never fails. Jesus did not tell us that prayer would move mountains, it was our faith.
 
   


 
   
  
 



~Chapter 4~
 
   
 
 
   The Faith that Never Fails
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   But as for me, 
 
   I know that my Redeemer lives,
 
   and that he will stand 
 
   upon the earth at last.
 
   And after my body has decayed,
 
   Yet in my body I will see God!
 
   Job 19: 25–26 (NLT)
 
   
 
 
   Faith—we’re taught that it heals us, moves mountains, and enables us to walk on water. Throughout Jesus’ ministry he declared, “According to your faith, be it done to you . . . your faith has made you well, I have not found faith such as this, and where is your faith?” If we don’t have a clear understanding of faith, we will find ourselves having faith in our faith, instead of having faith in our God. If we look at the heart of Jesus’ teachings, the recurring message from God was, and always will be, about faith in Him. We must clearly understand that the power is not in our faith, but in our God.
 
    
 
   Then they asked him, ‘What must we do to do the works God requires?’ Jesus answered, ‘The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.’ (John 6:28–29 NIV)
 
    
 
   According to Webster’s Dictionary, faith is something that is “believed with strong conviction or a firm belief in something for which there is no proof.” It also goes on to define faith as, “belief and trust in and loyalty to God.” We must understand the definition of faith in the context in which it was used and for its most accurate translation. Faith in the New Testament means “to trust.”
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   The power is not in our faith, 
 
   but in our God.
 
   It’s all about trusting Him.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   When Christians are asked what faith means to them, the overwhelming majority say, “believing in things that are not seen, believing in God.” So what is your answer? What is faith to you? Is your answer the same? Be aware that we are told in James 2:19 (NIV), “You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.” The faith that is talked about in the New Testament goes far beyond just believing in God. Believing in God takes no amount of faith at all! God is real, whether you believe He is or not. Faith does not make God real, God is real. Faith is our response of trust and loyalty to a real God who has made Himself known to us throughout history. Faith requires trust; it requires trust in the midst of doubt, regardless of what we see or how things might seem. 
 
   So what does it mean to trust God? What does it mean to trust in His will for your life? How can we allow a God whom we cannot see, nor physically converse with, to control our lives? How are we supposed to depend upon Him for our every need? Trusting God requires complete surrender. It’s trusting that God’s ways are always better than our own. 
 
   Interestingly enough, the Scandinavian origin of the word, “trust,” comes from a word that means faithful. Webster’s dictionary defines it as “assured reliance on the character, ability, strength of someone or something; dependence on something in the future.” Faith is defined as “allegiance to duty or a person, firm belief in something for which there is no proof, trust.” We notice, when looking at the definition of faith and trust, that by their definitions we cannot have trust without faith, nor faith without trust. They are, by their very meanings, one in the same. 
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   It’s easier to “trust” God 
 
   when life seems to be according to plan.
 
   But REAL trust believes God
 
   in the face of everything 
 
   that contradicts the faith we cling to.
 
   We must rely on His sustaining grace
 
   when our pain and suffering is ongoing—
 
   when we can’t see the end to our darkness.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   We can find it somewhat easy to declare that we are “trusting” God when all is well, or even when a storm of life is just “passing through.” Trust seems easier when we can see the sunlight breaking through the storm clouds. But what about when there is ongoing pain and suffering? When all that we see is darkness; do we trust in God’s sustaining grace then? 
 
   We saw Job in his daily life, offering up praise and sacrifice to God; yet when tragedy struck, when his faith in God was shaken to its core, things changed. It’s not quite as easy to trust God in those times; it’s much more difficult to even believe that there is a God. The storms of our lives can cloud our vision and we find it difficult to see our Savior; it becomes increasingly difficult to see God’s plan and to trust in His ways. We start questioning if He is truly sovereign and “all knowing.” We begin to seriously doubt that He is “all–caring.” We look around, just as Job did, and wonder, “Where is God anyway?” We look around wondering, “Where does God go in times like these?” But the more pertinent question is, “Where do we go in times like these?”
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   The question is not,
 
   “Where is God?” . . . but,
 
   “Where are you?” . . .
 
   “Where is your faith?”
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
    Job fought the fight of faith; Job went to God. Job not only believed there was a God . . . he believed that God held all the answers. Job believed that God was sovereign. Job trusted God in the midst of his doubt, uncertainty, pain, and suffering. He still trusted Him in the midst of all his anger and complaining.
 
    
 
   Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.
 
   (Job 13:15 NKJV)
 
    
 
   Job didn’t have the answers, but he went to the One who did. Job had true faith; he displayed amazing faith in God. He declared in His brokenness, anger, pain, sorrow, and despair, “I know that my Redeemer lives!” He declared, in the midst of great tragedy in his life that God would restore all that had been lost. He didn’t know “how” or “when” his restoration would come; but, He knew that God would not fail Him. He knew that God would not disappoint him.
 
    
 
   They cried to you and were saved; in you they trusted and were not disappointed. (Psalm 22:5 NIV)
 
    
 
   And Job was right. According to His faith, it was done unto him.
 
    
 
   According to your faith will it be done to you.
 
   (Matthew 9:29 NIV)
 
   
 We find the greatest example of true faith in God in the Garden of Gethsemane, when Jesus prayed three times that God “. . . take His cup away.” Three times He prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.” Jesus begged God to answer His prayer, so that He would not have to go through unthinkable suffering. Yet, He prayed with true faith that said in the end, He desired that God’s will be done. And then, when God did not answer His prayer in the way that He desired, He put His faith into action and summoned his disciples to move forward in God’s plan. Jesus willingly and faithfully walked forward in God’s will. Can we not do the same? When God chooses not to remove the pain or suffering that we are going through in life, can we walk forward in faith assured that God is for us?
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Ask yourself,
 
   “Does my faith in God trust Him 
 
   to be with me, sustain me, 
 
   and strengthen me in times of trouble—
 
   not just to rescue me from them?
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
    Ask yourself the question, “Does my faith in God trust Him to be with me, sustain me, and strengthen me in times of trouble—not just to rescue me from them?” What if the ashes we sit in are exactly where God wants us . . . what if we are in God’s will? Do we still trust God?
 
    As we sit among our ashes, waiting to hear from God . . . the question arises, as it did on the Sea of Galilee after Jesus calmed the stormy sea, “Where is your faith?” Are you believing God for anything? Are you believing that God will even show up? Maybe one moment you do, and the next moment you’re consumed again with doubt.
 
    
 
   But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us. ‘If you can?’” said Jesus. ‘Everything is possible for him who believes.’ Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, ‘I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!’(Mark 9:22–24 NIV)
 
 
   When Satan lodges his lies at us and we’re struggling just to make it though the day, our faith threatens to fail. Yet, Jesus has prayed for us,
 
   
 But I have pleaded in prayer for you . . .
 
   That your faith should not fail.
 
   (Luke 22:32 NLT)
 
 
   Jesus is saying, “I have prayed that you will not stop trusting God!” Faith is the key in being lifted out of our ashes—it’s the pathway to our new “Beginning.” Faith makes the impossible . . . possible—through believing in the awesome and supernatural power of God.
 
   
 
 
    
 
   Moving Mountains
 
    
 
   There are times in life when we wonder, as we cry out to God, if anyone is even there. Faith in God believes that the Redeemer lives and declares it without seeing it. More than likely, you have mountains in your life. You may only have one mountain standing before you or you may be faced with a mountain range; whatever the landscape is in your life, you’re probably crying out to God to “move those mountains.” 
 
   Mountains have long represented problems, obstacles, and burdens; by that definition, we can certainly say that life is filled with mountains. We’re convinced that the mountains in our lives keep us from experiencing joy, peace, and happiness; we declare that “if only the mountains were moved, we could have fulfillment and peace in life.” 
 
   But here’s a revelation: the mountains in our lives are not there by mistake. We may have made mistakes that caused the mountains in our lives, but the mountains that stand before us are not a surprise to God and they certainly do not intimidate Him. A mountain to God appears like a mole hill . . . even if to us it looks like Mount Everest. Your God does not look up at the mountains in your life—He calls to you from the top of them. 
 
   If there is nothing else that you come to understand in your walk of faith . . . it should be this: The mountains in your life are part of the landscape in your journey of faith for great purpose. As you look up at the mountains from the valley you are in, if you will trust in God, one day, you will understand their purpose . . . to some degree. You may not have full understanding, and even if God never reveals their purpose . . . you will see how it is that God used the mountains to increase your faith and bring you face to face with Himself. 
 
   There are detailed purposes for our mountains that are specific to each of our lives, but there is one central purpose to all of them: God is taking us higher—He’s drawing us nearer. He wants to take us step by step through the valley. It’s in the valley that our faith can grow, so that we might fully experience His glory. There are just some blessings in life that can only be found in the valley. That’s right, the valley. 
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   God needs your faith to be in a place
 
   of trusting Him completely, 
 
   relying on Him continually,
 
   and being confident in Him constantly.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
 
   One of our greatest challenges when facing our mountains is to simply, “look up.” We can, often times, be so overwhelmed with the mountain that stands before us that we don’t stop to take notice of the place where we are at the moment. God wants to bless you right where you are—in your despair and hopelessness; in the valley, in your ashes, God is there. And where God is . . . there is peace, love, and joy. God wants you to focus upon where you are with Him . . . in the now; He wants you focusing upon Him—not the mountain. 
 
   You see, we tend to focus upon the mountain . . . believing that if it were “moved,” if it would just “crumble into the sea,” or if it would just “move from here to there,” we could finally have joy, peace, and happiness. But God wants to do a work in you so that no matter what the landscape is in your life, at any given moment, you are able to experience peace and be filled with His joy. He wants you to look at your mountain with strength and joy as He works within you . . . increasing your faith. . . step by step. God is more concerned about the long term growth of your faith than He is about the short term suffering that it might entail along the journey. God always desires to do a work in you. He has purposes for your life and He needs to bring you to a place of trusting Him, relying upon Him, and being confident in Him in all things . . . at all times.
 
   
 Being confident of this; that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. (Philippians 1:6 NIV)
 
   
 God has a great plan for your life and He has a plan for bringing you out from your ashes when you learn to truly trust in Him. 
 
   The greatest mountains that you will ever witness in your life are the mountains of fear and doubt. They are the biggest mountains in our lives that must be moved. It is through your faith in God that those mountains can be moved, and in turn, move every other mountain you might face in life. Don’t be deceived, the power that moves the mountains in your life is not in your faith, as if it were a force in itself. The power to move your mountains comes by believing that it is your God who can move them. That power, that supernatural force, comes from your Almighty God.
 
   Jesus spoke about faith many times, but most powerfully, in two particular instances. The first instance was in regard to “moving mountains.”
 
    
 
   I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him. Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. (Mark 11:23–24 NIV)
 
    
 
   In our struggle of faith, in order to understand it fully, we must be certain of what Jesus is saying. Too often, in today’s world, we hear the use of Mark 11:23–24 along with Matthew 21:22, “Whatever you ask for in prayer with faith, you will receive.” When we are discussing faith and what our faith can do . . . we must be careful. Many people mistake these verses to mean that we can accomplish miracles by simply having enough faith and by speaking out in faith; basically, we are to use a power within us to conjure up our greatest hopes and desires. The assumption is that Jesus was telling us that we are able to “command” physical things, in His name, and it would obey our words. We look at these verses as a free ticket for “whatever” we want. It’s taught that if we just have enough “faith,” then we can “move mountains” in our lives. We must keep God’s Word in the context in which it was written . . . or our faith will fail.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   We must be careful 
 
   not to try and demand
 
   that the power of God 
 
   further our own agenda,
 
   but that we believe in it 
 
   to accomplish His.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   As we struggle to understand our faith, we can find ourselves adding the Truth of Psalm 37:4–5, declaring, “Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act.” Before we know it, our faith is being used for our own agenda and not God’s. Jesus was talking about moving mountains, but in those instances, He was talking about fulfilling your role as God’s servant in the Kingdom of God. Too many people cling to a faith that is built upon false teaching. Faith is seen as a power given to us by God, instead of His power that is released through our trust in His will. It’s not about our will, it’s about His. It’s not about you—it’s all about Him. 
 
   So some might ask, so “What’s the point? Why should I even have faith?” As you journey through life, you will come to a place, more than likely, in the ashes of your life, when you will have nothing left. There will be no hope, no happiness, no joy, no feeling. You will come to a place of emptiness that threatens to swallow you up and you will find the need to trust God. You will look around and realize that your soul is crying out and it will naturally call out to your Creator. If you are suffering according to God’s will, you will have the choice to trust in God and His promises for good or you will make the decision to walk away.
 
    
 
   So if you are suffering according to God’s will, keep on doing what is right, and trust yourself to the God who made you, for he will never fail you. (1 Peter 4:19 NIV)
 
    
 
   What great joy we have today and for all eternity that Christ did not walk away. He trusted God through the unbearable pain that caused Him to sweat blood. It is only by our faith that we will see God’s glory. We must trust Him. 
 
   So we beg the question, “What about right now . . . what about what I’m facing in life now . . . can faith move mountains or not???” It certainly can, but true faith understands moving mountains from God’s perspective, not our own. Faith can move the mountains, but sometimes it is not always in the outer circumstances of our lives; more often, it is in the inner life where mountains are moved. An “unfailing faith in God” understands that if the mountains are a part of God’s design, if the mountains of your life are a part of God’s will, they may need to remain in the landscape until God’s work is done. 
 
   No matter what the outer landscape of our life is, it is our inner landscape that is changed through our trust in God. Life looks different as the landscape of it changes . . . when we view things from God’s perspective and not our own. Our view is limited—His is limitless. When we release our faith, our trust in God, we are opening up possibilities that never existed. When we find ourselves faced with problems of which we see no solution, the mountains of our lives can even appear to grow. But, when we’re trusting in God, we see a possibility of there being “a way,” a “solution,” that we couldn’t see before.
 
     ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Unfailing faith in God understands
 
   that if the mountains 
 
   are a part of God’s design,
 
   if the mountains of your life 
 
   are a part of God’s will,
 
   they may need to remain 
 
   in the landscape until
 
   God’s work is done. 
 
   God will make a way,
 
   if you continue to trust in Him.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   The slaves in Egypt had no hope. Slaves are not free and they have no hope. But God created another possibility—He gave them Moses, and Moses led them out of Egypt. God made another way. Even when they faced the Red Sea, they were once again faced with hopelessness, as the enemy closed in; but God again made another way—He parted the Red Sea. God will make a way for you, if you will trust Him. Faith can move mountains in our lives because faith makes the impossible . . . possible; faith trusts in a sovereign God who can do anything. God is greater than any problem, difficulty, or hardship. God can move the mountains in your life; your faith says, “You believe He can.” 
 
   As we continue to search for a true understanding of faith, we find Jesus, once again, speaking of it through the description of a “mustard seed.”
 
 
   He replied, "If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it will obey you. (Luke 17:6 NIV)
 
    
 
   The illustration of the mountain and the mulberry tree was not made by mistake. These illustrations are powerful and significant when it comes to our faith. When we look at real, physical mountains, they are definitely unable to be moved. We can go up them, around them, through them, or even tear them down, but they can’t be moved. Jesus was telling us that with faith in God, which releases His power, the mountains in our life can be moved. We must choose to keep stepping out in great faith, trusting in God, regardless of what we see! Faith does not walk by sight!
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Our faith can only grow 
 
   in fertile ground—
 
   by trusting in the Word of God.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
    The “mulberry tree” is even more illustrative when it comes to our faith because moving a tree will require dealing with some roots. Roots grow deep within the ground below it. The roots can represent a vast majority of problems that bind us in life—from wrong thinking, addictions, bitterness, and un–forgiveness. Roots must be dealt with; they must be completely removed. If all of the roots are not removed, whatever was growing will grow back again. Jesus was specific in saying, tell the tree, “Be uprooted and planted in the sea.” The roots must come up, not just the tree. He also said that the tree must be replanted in a place where it is more likely to grow . . . in fertile ground.
 
 
   Still other seed fell on fertile soil. This seed grew and produced a crop that was a hundred times as much as had been planted! When he had said this, he called out, “Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.” (Luke 8:8 NLT)
 
 
   One thing is for certain, Jesus was telling us, with faith, anything is possible—when our faith is rooted in God. And secondly, Jesus was making it very clear that it didn’t take “much” faith. Our faith does not need to be in proportion to our problems. So, we should be comforted to know that our faith does not have to be the size of our mountain in order to move it—it only needs to be the size of a mustard seed! Jesus wanted us to know that it’s not the size of our faith that matters. He was emphasizing that it is the quality of our faith . . . it’s faith that does not doubt. That kind of faith is seldom found.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   It’s faith that doesn’t doubt
 
   which moves the hand of God . . .
 
   that kind of faith is seldom found.
 
   Will you be found in Him?
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Most importantly, we must understand clearly what Jesus was talking about . . . in its context; Jesus was speaking of fulfilling God’s will. As we seek the desires of our heart, as we call upon our mountains to be moved, so that we might have joy and peace, we find God speaking to us once again in Psalm 37:4–5 (AMP) where we’re told, “Delight yourself in the Lord, and He will give you the desires and secret petitions of your heart.” Now here’s what is sometimes left out . . . verse five, “Commit your way to the Lord [roll and repose each care of your load on Him]; trust (lean on, rely on, and be confident) also in Him and He will bring it to pass.”
 
    Now, to “delight” is to get pleasure from something or to find enjoyment and joy in something. With this definition and with this Word from God, we must take a moment and ask ourselves, “As we’re petitioning God for the desires of our heart, as we’re calling on God to move our mountains, as we desperately plead with Him to lift us from the ashes, are we delighting ourselves in God?
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Are you TRULY trusting God?
 
   Remember: He sees your heart.
 
   Step out in faith
 
   and trust in God’s integrity,
 
   strength, ability, and surety.
 
   Be determined to have 
 
   confident hope IN HIM!
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   If we’re consumed with despair, if we’re complaining, whether internally or externally, we’re not delighting ourselves in God. If we’re trying to move ahead of God’s will, acting out of God’s timing and God’s plan, then we’re not delighting ourselves in God. We’re suddenly faced with the issue that we’re not obeying God. As we realize that we are not in obedience to verse 4, we’re then faced with verse 5, and our issue grows deeper. 
 
   As God’s Word speaks to us, we must ask ourselves, “Are we committing our ways to Him?” Are we placing our load upon Him? Are we truly trusting Him? Are we leaning on, relying on, and being confident in Him? Most of the time, we’re not. We may “outwardly” appear to be doing so, but God knows our heart. 
 
   If Jesus told us that faith would move mountains, then we must clearly understand that faith is trusting God! And trust is a loaded word. It is a word that begs a lot of questions in our lives. Are youtrusting God? You can answer that by asking yourself, “Am I relying on God’s integrity, strength, ability, and surety? Do I have confidence in God and have expectations and hope in Him?” We tend to trust God in some things and not others. We tend to trust God in good times, but not in bad. The faith that Jesus was talking about when He spoke of moving mountains was the faith that truly trusted God and His will.
 
    
 
   The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away;
 
   may the name of the Lord be praised. (Job 1:21 NIV)
 
    
 
   It is the faith that continues to trust God, regardless of what that entails. The faith that Jesus was talking about when He spoke of moving mountains was the faith that believed in Divine possibilities; believing that no matter what our situation . . . God can intervene. He was talking about faith—without doubt. And faith, without doubt, can only come from trusting in what God says. It comes from trusting in His Word.
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Faith Says
 
   Faith in action trusts God at His Word . . . it trusts in what He says and who He says He is. When we’re placing our trust in God, we’re declaring His Word, His Truth, in our lives. Faith in God has a voice and we hear it through the Word. We are to follow God’s Word and declare, just as Jesus did through His temptation,
 
   “It is written.”
 
   We say: “It’s impossible” 
God says: All things are possible 
(Luke 18:27) 

We say: “I’m too tired” 
God says: I will give you rest 
(Matthew 11:28–30)
 
   
We say: “Nobody really loves me” 
God says: I love you 
(John 3:1 6 & John 3:34 ) 

We say: “I can’t go on” 
God says: My grace is sufficient 
(2 Corinthians 12:9 & Psalm 91:15) 
 
   We say: “I can’t figure things out” 
God says: I will direct your steps 
(Proverbs 3:5– 6) 

We say: “I can’t do it” 
God says: You can do all things 
(Philippians 4:13)
 
   
We say: “I’m not able” 
God says: I AM able 
(2 Corinthians 9:8) 

We say: “It’s not worth it” 
God says: It will be worth it 
(Roman 8:28) 
 
   We say: “I can’t forgive myself” 
God says: I forgive you 
(1 John 1:9 & Romans 8:1) 

We say: “I can’t manage” 
God says: I will supply all your needs 
(Philippians 4:19) 
 
   We say: “I’m afraid” 
God says: I have not given you a spirit of fear 
(2 Timothy 1:7) 

We say: “I’m always worried and frustrated” 
God says: Cast all your cares on Me 
(I Peter 5:7) 

We say: “I’m not smart enough” 
God says: I give you wisdom 
(I Corinthians 1:30) 

We say: “I feel all alone” 
God says: I will never leave you 
 
   or forsake you 
(Hebrews 13:5)
 
    
 
   When God sees our faith in Him, His power is manifested. God has told us that His Word contains power, and He has told us to speak it faithfully.
 
    
 
   ‘ . . . but let the one who has my word speak it faithfully. For what has straw to do with grain?’ declares the Lord. ‘Is not my word like fire,’ declares the Lord, ‘and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?’ (Jeremiah 23:28–29 NIV)
 
    
 
   Thinking of a hammer gives us a picture of an object that drives force. It has the power to drive in a nail . . . forcing one thing into another and adhering one thing to another. We can think of it like this: God’s Word will join us to Him. And not only that, but the hammer, God’s Word, can break down obstacles; it can tear down the greatest adversities in our lives . . . often times, with one simple stroke. There is power in the Word, God has told us so, and it is witnessed throughout the Bible and everyday in ordinary lives.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   No matter what you’re going through . . .
 
   God is able to do the impossible.
 
   When your faith remains in Him . . .
 
   He often moves “suddenly” . . .
 
   and the darkness that has consumed you
 
   will be cast out by God’s marvelous Light.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   When we’re declaring that we’re “waiting on God,” God is often waiting on us! Our mountains need to hear us speak to them. What we speak is evidence of our faith; it’s a clear indication that we’re looking to God. Mark 11:23 tells us that whatever we say brings into existence. What we say brings into existence what we have or what we don’t have. Now, it’s not that we have any power or special abilities. It’s our voice of faith in God that brings about His supernatural power. We call upon the power of God, by placing our faith in Him and by having faith to believe He is able to do works in and through us. When He hears our voice declaring His Word, relying on and trusting in Him, He hears our faith. Faith can be seen and heard. God is looking for our faith, but He is also listening for it, too.
 
    
 
   In my distress [when seemingly closed in] I called upon the Lord and cried to my God; He heard my voice out of His temple (heavenly dwelling place), and my cry came before Him, into His [very] ears. Then the earth quaked and rocked, the foundations also of the mountains trembled; they moved and were shaken because He was indignant and angry. (Psalm 18:6–7 AMP)
 
    
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   God is looking to show Himself strong
 
   to someone who will believe Him.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   God hears our voice. God heard the voice of Job as he endlessly cried out to Him in bitter complaint. Faith has a sound and it doesn’t take long for your voice to reach heaven and enter into the ears of God Almighty. We must use our voice of faith that believes God, expects Him, and refuses to doubt in His power.
 
   “The kind of faith that pleases God is faith in what the Word of God means, not merely in what it says.” —Bob George 
 
   “Faith takes God without any ifs. If God says anything, faith says, "I believe it"; faith says, "Amen" to it. —D.L. Moody 
 
   “I can get more out of God by believing Him for one minute, than by shouting at Him all night.” —Smith Wigglesworth 
 
   Can we really say that our “voice” is that important? Well, we know that God created the earth by “saying” things. Genesis 1:3 says, “And God said, ‘Let there be light: and there was light.’” God had to “say” something before anything happened. He created everything with His voice and spoke the universe into existence. We can cause things to happen with our words and we can cause things not to happen, by what we don’t say. Our words can build up or they can tear down; they can heal or they can hurt. There is power in our words . . . there is power in the tongue. 
 
   Indeed, we all make many mistakes. For if we could control our tongues, we would be perfect and could also control ourselves in every other way. We can make a large horse go wherever we want by means of a small bit in its mouth. And a small rudder makes a huge ship turn wherever the pilot chooses to go, even though the winds are strong. In the same way, the tongue is a small thing that makes grand speeches. But a tiny spark can set a great forest on fire. (James 3:2-5 NLT) 
 
   A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit. A tree is identified by its fruit. Figs are never gathered from thorn bushes, and grapes are not picked from bramble bushes. A good person produces good things from the treasury of a good heart, and an evil person produces evil things from the treasury of an evil heart. What you say flows from what is in your heart. (Luke 6:43-45 NLT)
 
   Most of us go around, each and every day, tearing ourselves down with our inner voice. We lose the battle to ourselves. Job was determined to fight the battle; he found strength in his God. Job declared with his voice, in the midst of his chaos, “I know that my Redeemer lives!” God has made our faith the determining factor that leads to our redemption. God is looking for someone to believe in Him, not prove themselves to Him. God is looking for those with real faith— the belief in things not seen . . . the “God–kind of faith.”
 
   Now faith is the assurance (the confirmation, the title deed) of the things [we] hope for, being the proof of things [we] do not see and the conviction of their reality [faith perceiving as real fact what is not revealed to the senses]. (Hebrews 11:1 AMP)
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   If we walked by sight,
 
   we wouldn’t be able 
 
   to find a reason to keep walking.
 
   Faith trusts in a God 
 
   who works BEHIND the scenes
 
   of our lives—out of sight,
 
   seemingly absent,
 
   but powerfully present.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Our faith in those things that are not seen, are far more powerful than those things that can be seen. It’s much easier to believe that our loved one is going to die from a terrible disease than it is to believe that God’s healing hand can cure them. It’s easier to believe that our marriage is just a mistake than to believe that God can work within it to transform it into a godly relationship. It’s much easier to believe that the world is against us, rather than believing that God is on our side. This is why we must walk by faith and not by sight. If we walked by sight, we would be unable to find any reason to keep on walking. 
 
    
 
   We live by faith, not by sight.
 
   (2 Corinthians 5:7 NIV)
 
    
 
   Jesus is telling us that God is waiting on you to talk to the mountain and show faith in your God, so that His power can move it! God invites us to join Him . . . to take part in His magnificent works. There is no mountain that cannot be moved through the grace and power of God. Jesus taught us that faith requires action.
 
   
 
 
   The Power Behind Faith 
 
    
 
   Heaven doesn’t communicate and use the same language we do. Unless of course, we’re speaking God’s language, by speaking what He has already spoken. If we’re hearing the Word of God and we’re speaking it, then all of heaven and earth will move to perform it. 
 
   So shall My word be that goes forth out of My mouth: it shall not return to Me void [without producing any effect, useless], but it shall accomplish that which I please and purpose, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. (Isaiah 55:11 AMP) 
 
   When you speak the Word of God . . . it will be manifested for your every need. There is power in the Word. 
 
   But what does it say? The Word (God's message in Christ) is near you, on your lips and in your heart; that is, the Word (the message, the basis and object) of faith which we preach. Because if you acknowledge and confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and in your heart believe (adhere to, trust in, and rely on the truth) that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart a person believes (adheres to, trusts in, and relies on Christ) and so is justified (declared righteous, acceptable to God), and with the mouth he confesses (declares openly and speaks out freely his faith) and confirms [his] salvation. (Romans 10:8–10 AMP)
 
    
 
   God has given us the power to choose life or death, to choose failure or success, to choose joy or sadness, and to choose eternal life.
 
 
   Today I have given you the choice between life and death, between blessings and curses. Now I call on heaven and earth to witness the choice you make. Oh, that you would choose life, so that you and your descendants might live! (Deuteronomy 30:19 NLT) 
 
    
 
   It is a choice to not only believe in God, but to believe God—to believe His Word. Faith in action is demonstrated by what we do and say. What we do and say is the evidence of our faith and demonstrates whether it is real or not.
 
   There is great evidence in the Bible that there is power in our words. From the creation of the universe . . . throughout the book of Genesis . . . we see the repetition of “And God said.” We see the power of God’s voice in Psalm 33:6 and 9, where it says,
 
   
By the word of the LORD 
 
   were the heavens made,
 
   their starry host by the breath of his mouth.
 
   He gathers the waters of the sea into jars;
 
   he puts the deep into storehouses.
 
   Let all the earth fear the LORD;
 
   let all the people of the world revere him.
 
   For he spoke, and it came to be;
 
   he commanded, and it stood firm.
 
    
 
   We clearly see that everything that came into existence was brought about through God’s voice. Just as His words had the power to create the universe, our words can determine boundaries and set limits in our own lives because in turn, we are setting boundaries and limits on the power of God. A faith filled person does not walk around continually complaining, whining, and speaking words of defeat. When we engage in this kind of thinking, as well as speaking, we are declaring open season for the enemy. Satan will devour someone who complains, feels sorry for themselves, and is constantly speaking of fear and failure. As we learned, the enemy must first deceive you, in order to get you thinking in the manner that he does. He must get you to agree with him.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Are you opening the door to the enemy,
 
   inviting Him in to visit, and forfeiting
 
   God’s greatest blessings in your life—
 
   His peace and joy?
 
   Choose to trust God and slam the door
 
   in the face of the devil.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   If we’ve already engaged in destructive thinking that is contrary to Truth, allowing the corruption of our minds, we have heard the enemy knock at our door, opened it, and said, “Come on in! Sit down for a while, let’s visit!” Our faith agrees with God and slams the door on the devil by boldly declaring who we are in Christ, who He is in us, and what we have through Him. If you will declare your faith through believing in God’s Word, you will find yourself attracting the greatest blessings of God—His peace and joy. God is looking for faith.
 
    
 
   And I am praying that you will put into action the generosity that comes from your faith as you understand and experience all the good things we have in Christ. (Philemon 6 NLT) 
 
    
 
   We must declare by our words, thoughts, and deeds that God is who He says He is and that God will do what He says He will do. Our steps of faith acknowledge our identification with Christ and begin declaring the truth of our victory through Him in every aspect of our lives.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Are you willing to obey God at any cost?
 
   Does your faith run deeper 
 
   than temporary pleasures?
 
   Will you trust God even when 
 
   it includes pain and suffering?
 
   It’s a choice to have faith in God . . .
 
   you can’t rely on your feelings.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Our faith in God has no limits . . . which is why Jesus told us our faith in God could move mountains. Nothing is impossible with faith in God because nothing is impossible for Him. Every word we speak, every thought we think, must agree with God’s Word, in order for us to experience ongoing victory in our lives.
 
    
 
   Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But not with God. Everything is possible with God. (Mark 10:27 NLT)
 
    
 
   What do you mean, ‘If I can’? Jesus asked. ‘Anything is possible if a person believes.’ (Mark 9:23 NLT)
 
   Didn’t I tell you that you will see God’s glory if you believe? (John 11:40 NLT)
 
    
 
   In Mark 11:20–24, we hear Jesus saying “Have faith in God,” but the literal Greek translation states, “Have the faith of God.” He was telling us to “trust God.” And He told us it only took the faith of a mustard seed! Jesus would never instruct us to do something that is impossible, so therefore, we have the ability to have the same faith that Jesus had; the faith that took Him to the Cross. The faith that prayed three times that God “take His cup away” and then when God did not . . . walked forward with God’s plan. His heart, mind, and soul, were focused upon the Cross, upon God’s will, and He was willing to trust God. He was willing to pay the price that came with being obedient to God. The faith that took Jesus to the Cross was the faith that trusted in God and His will. It is a faith that makes a choice to walk in God’s will, rather being led by feelings and emotions.
 
   
 
 
    
 
   The Power of Faith
 
    
 
   We find that Jesus performed miracles only where He found faith. It is clear that He had both the power and the authority to heal any infirmity . . . He even gave that power to His Disciples:
 
    
 
   When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. (Luke 9:1–2 NIV)
 
    
 
   Paul looked directly at him, saw that he had faith to be healed and called out, "Stand up on your feet!" At that, the man jumped up and began to walk. (Acts 14:9–10 NIV)
 
   
There were many situations where Jesus did not perform miracles.

And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith. (Matthew 13:58 NIV)
 
   There were also situations where Jesus' Disciples were unable to heal:
 
   Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, ‘Why couldn't we drive it out?’ He replied, “Because you have so little faith. I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.’ (Matthew 17: 19–20 NIV)
 
   Here too, it was due to lack of faith . . . though not from the receiver's end, but from the giver's end—the Disciples themselves. So, it is possible, that healing cannot happen if either the healer or the one being healed lacks faith in God. But does this mean that all those who are not healed lack faith? Does this mean that those who are allowed to suffer in unspeakable circumstances just lack faith? Not at all! It is not always God's will that everyone be healed. It is not always God’s will that we are “rescued” from our present situation which includes suffering. It’s not always God’s will that our mountains “be moved” or “thrown into the sea.” The Bible is quite clear on that subject.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   It’s not always God’s will 
 
   that we are “rescued”
 
   from our present situation 
 
   which includes suffering.
 
   It’s not always God’s will 
 
   that our mountains
 
   “be moved” or “thrown into the sea.”
 
   God knows what
 
   He’s doing and His purposes of “good”
 
   will prevail.
 
   He is ALWAYS faithful and just.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Many Christians and non–Christians were never healed in the Bible. We even find that most of God’s devoted servants had to suffer throughout their lives; many even experienced brutal deaths. But God is faithful still. His purposes of “good” will always prevail.
 
   God is just.
 
    
 
   What if some did not have faith? Will their lack of faith nullify God's faithfulness? Not at all! (Romans 3:3–4 NIV)
 
    
 
    Let’s venture a little off track for a moment to discuss this subject. A prime example for this discussion was in the life of John the Baptist. John was such an extraordinary individual that most believed he was the Christ. But, John was not the Christ—his calling by God was to prepare the way for Jesus. John called the people to repent and expect the coming of the Lord. Because of his faith and His continual obedience to God, he got himself thrown straight into prison . . . which was “The Beginning” of “The End.” God used him to prepare the way for the Savior . . . he even baptized Jesus. God then allowed him to be thrown into prison until his brutal death. But, it is what occurred while John was in prison that was actually quite significant. Follow this carefully:
 
    
 
   John had disciples that became his messengers, as he remained in prison and they had come one day to tell him of all the wonderful works Jesus was doing. They told him of the miracles and healings that they had witnessed. They were full of excitement that indeed he must be the Christ. And we know that John, too, believed that Jesus was the Christ because in John 1:29 (NLT) he declared,
 
   
 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
 
    
 
   But as John’s messengers brought the good news about the works of Christ, as he sat imprisoned, we are shocked by John’s response:
 
    
 
   So John called for two of his disciples, and he sent them to the Lord to ask him, ‘Are you the Messiah we’ve been expecting, or should we keep looking for someone else?’ (Luke 7:18–19 NLT)
 
    
 
   We can almost imagine the messengers’ shock and response of confusion. After all, John was the one that declared that Jesus was the Christ in the first place; yet, he questions who He is now, after hearing of the miracles he had performed. We often find our faith in the same state as John’s. We feel that we have stood upon our faith, declared that mountains be moved, we’ve praised and worshiped God, we may have even lived in complete obedience to Him, and we find ourselves . . . suffering. Worse yet, we find ourselves, just like John, suffering without any logical explanation.
 
   
 ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   At times, when we’re certain 
 
   that we’ve been faithful to God, 
 
   we can find ourselves
 
   feeling alone and abandoned 
 
   by a God who promised 
 
   us great things.
 
   In our times of suffering, 
 
   our faith wavers
 
   and God requires us to trust Him . . .
 
   against all human reason.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
 
   We see God’s miracles in the lives of others, but we feel we’ve been hung out to dry. We feel alone and abandoned by a God who promised us great things. But as we look at John’s situation, we find the greatest significance of this event was the response that came from Jesus:
 
    
 
   So He replied to them, Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the good news (the Gospel) preached to them. 
 
   And blessed (happy–with life–joy and satisfaction in God's favor and salvation, apart from outward conditions—and to be envied) is he who takes no offense in Me and who is not hurt or resentful or annoyed or repelled or made to stumble whatever may occur]. (Luke 7:22–23 AMP)
 
   John had declared that Jesus was in fact the Son of God, and yet, in his suffering and despair, his faith in Christ was shaken to its core. He wondered to himself, maybe this is not “The Christ” . . . maybe we should keep looking. After all, Jesus was doing nothing to help him as he sat in prison.
 
   
 ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   When you are cherished by God,
 
   you become significant to Satan.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Didn’t he deserve better? With all that he had done to be obedient to God, preparing the way for Christ, shouldn’t he be rescued? 
 
   So, we shouldn’t feel so bad and beat ourselves up so much, when our faith is wavering. It happens to God’s people. It has been said, “It is when you are cherished by God that you become significant to Satan.” When we step into faith, we’re stepping into a fight, and the enemy will work in our circumstances and cause us to doubt. The enemy will try and get us to assess our situation and raise the white flag of surrender. Jesus begs you not to do it—rely on His strength, and remember, faith does not walk by sight. We must focus upon what we cannot see, rather than what we can see.
 
   
 ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Faith knows that “believing” is seeing.
 
   Faith trusts in God 
 
   when our feelings cannot.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   We find many of God’s beloved who suffered without relief, and yet, remained focused with their eye on the prize; just as in the life of another amazing servant of God, Paul the Apostle. In the life of Paul, he speaks of being plagued with a "thorn in the flesh" and he tells us that learning to trust in God was more important than being healed.
 
    
 
   To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. (2 Corinthians 12:7–10 NIV)
 
    
 
   We all have “thorns” in our lives. Those things we would love to see removed. We beg God to take them away and we usually beg a lot more than Paul did—definitely more than three times! “If only” I could get past this or that, “if only” I could have this or that . . . I could experience joy and I could have faith in God. God wants our faith first. Faith puts the power of God into action and knows that believing is seeing. Sometimes, God will allow us to suffer, until we get this message of faith loud and clear. It has nothing to do with what we do or say, it has everything to do with the heart; it has everything to do with the true condition of our faith.
 
    
 
   Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. (Luke 13:2–3 NIV)
 
    
 
   Jesus wanted people to know that suffering is not caused by people being "worse sinners" than others. Suffering can come upon anyone living in this sinful, fallen world. He also never fully answered the question about the cause of suffering. None of us have any advantages over anyone else. We all live in a sinful world and we can all suffer from the catastrophes of this world. In fact, all of us are facing the ultimate doom of this life—unless we repent and accept God in our lives . . . we will perish!
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Our suffering should drive us 
 
   straight to God. 
 
   When we draw near to Him, 
 
   He will draw near to us . . .
 
   and maybe it’s been a while 
 
   since that’s happened.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   A tragedy should alert us of our current condition. A catastrophe in the world or in our own life is a call to repentance. It is a call to us as a whole in society and/or individually; it should remind us how short our lifespan is. Our suffering should turn us straight to God. When we draw near to Him, He will draw near to us, and maybe it’s been a while since that’s happened. Quite possibly, it has never happened.
 
    
 
   Draw close to God, and God will draw close to you. (James 4: 8 NLT)
 
    
 
   God will do whatever He must do, or allow whatever He must, in order to get our attention. Don’t wait for God to “shake” you in order to get your attention. Often times, we feel as though our lives are in a constant earthquake and we feel “shaken.” Job certainly felt more than “shaken.” We find ourselves wondering what’s going on and we can often times forget to ask if God is at work within us. If God wants our attention, He will shake our world in various ways in order to get it.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   If you feel as though your world
 
   is being shaken to its core . . . turn to God
 
   and keep focused upon Him.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Throughout the Bible, God used earthquakes to show His power to move heaven and earth. The earth quaked before Moses when He received the Ten Commandments, and God told Judah He would rattle the world by overthrowing armies and nations. We can’t forget that at the crucifixion of Christ an earthquake signified the destruction of an old way of life and the declaration of a new covenant. When believers were then filled with the Holy Spirit, the ground trembled again.
 
    
 
   In Hebrews 12:28 it says,
 
    
 
   Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe;
 
    
 
   God will shake our world here on earth in order to get our attention. He’s sending us a message that we’re not in control—He is. Because He loves us, He will continue to remove anything that we trust instead of Him . . . until we turn to Him completely. If you’re feeling as though your world is being shaken to its core, turn to God and keep focused upon Him. If you can’t relate to this at all . . . ask yourself if God has your attention—don’t wait for Him to shake your world and use drastic measures in order to get it. Remember to place God first and foremost in your life and give Him your undivided attention . . . if He doesn’t have your attention, you can rest assured He’ll find a way to get it. He loves you that much. 
 
   Sometimes, His methods entail a time of suffering. His desire is that all would come to a place of repentance. His desire is to reconcile the world to Himself.
 
    
 
   That God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. (2 Corinthians 5:19 NIV)
 
    
 
   The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
 
   (2 Peter 3:9 NIV)
 
   Suffering makes us aware that there is something terribly wrong in our world. Our trials can lead us to seek help . . . and the answers are found in Jesus who died on the cross, so that anyone who believes in Him will have eternal life. Finding Christ will fill you with the faith that Paul found in Romans 8:18 (NIV):
 
    
 
   I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.
 
    
 
   How did Jesus feel about suffering? When hearing about His friend's Lazarus' death and experiencing people mourning for him, “Jesus wept” (John 11:35 NIV).
 
    
 
   He was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. (John 11:33 NIV)
 
    
 
    When you are suffering, Jesus is suffering as well. When you are weeping, He is weeping too. He has not abandoned you. In fact, He is closer to you than you realize. He has made the promise in Matthew 28:20 (NIV), "And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." But, He also weeps and is deeply moved and troubled by our lack of faith. He knows the power that comes from our faith in God. He wants us to trust in Him even if death is at our door. He wants us to communicate with Him and know that He will never abandon us. If God can overcome death, think of what things He is capable of doing with our apparent weaknesses, failures, and hardships. Nothing can separate us from the love of God.
 
    
 
   For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38–39 NIV)
 
    
 
   Faith finds peace and contentment in current circumstances and moves forward with confident hope and assurance in God, while finding strength in His grace . . . which is sufficient for ALL things.
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Now Faith Is
 
    
 
   Hebrews 11:1 tells us, “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” It doesn’t require much faith to believe in something that we can see. In fact, it requires no faith at all. It doesn’t take faith to see the mountain that stands before us—it takes faith to move it. We can’t wait until the mountain moves to have faith—God requires our faith first. 
 
   God is looking for our faith now . . . before we see God’s promises manifested in our lives. He’s not looking for our faith tomorrow, or the next day, or sometime in the distant future. Jesus performed miracles at the moment He was called upon. He never said, “Come back another time.” Jesus had faith on the spot. He was certain of His faith that was needed at that very moment. God is looking for your faith now . . . in the present moment—it’s the only time His grace is sufficient. He has not given us the grace we need for tomorrow. The faith God is calling for is the kind of faith that is expecting Him.
 
    
 
   [What, what would have become of me] had I not believed that I would see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the living! Wait and hope for and expect the Lord; be brave and of good courage and let your heart be stout and enduring. Yes, wait for and hope for and expect the Lord. (Psalm 27:13–14 AMP)
 
   We are told to “Wait and hope for and expect the Lord” . . . in that order. Psalms 27:14 tells us that while we wait, we must “hope in the Lord.” According to Webster’s definition, hope implies little certainty, but suggests confidence in the assurance in the possibility that what one desires or longs for will happen. God has given us His Word as our hope. He has given us His Promises so that we might have that “confident assurance” we need as we wait upon Him. He has given us Christ as our hope. He has given us endless Promises that we can claim for our own. God has given us His Word and there is nothing more powerful. 
 
   After we hope, we are to expect. And herein lies the most powerful tool in seeing our prayers answered through our action of faith—“expecting God.” Merriam Webster’s Dictionary defines “expecting” as the act of looking forward to . . . anticipating or looking forward to the coming or occurrence of. So, think about the things in your life that you’re struggling with . . . those things that you are placing your hope and faith in God for. Is your faith expecting God to act? Is your faith looking forward to, and anticipating the coming of your faith’s manifestation? Or does your faith call out, “I’ll believe it when I see it?” The Dictionary also states that to “expect” implies a high degree of certainty and usually involves the idea of preparing or envisioning. What is your degree of certainty? Maybe it varies from day to day. Maybe it wavers from minute to minute. Where is your faith, now?
 
    
 
   But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double–minded man, unstable in all he does. (James 1:6–8 NIV)
 
    
 
   Most of us fail to maintain that “high degree” of certainty. When we don’t see God’s answers in the timing that we anticipated . . . we give up. 
 
   We tend to believe that our faith is in vain. We become “double minded and unstable.” We’re told that with this kind of faith we cannot think that we will receive anything from the Lord. (James 1:8) 
 
   When God is looking for our faith, He’s looking for one thing: our trust in Him that hopes for, waits for, and expects Him. We can learn a lot about faith from an account in the Bible which demonstrates faith with great “certainty” in God and His abilities. It takes place in Capernaum and its’ message is powerful when it comes to not only our faith, but prayer, as well.
 
 
   When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. "Lord," he said, "my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering." Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him." The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go! It will be done just as you believed it would." And his servant was healed at that very hour. (Matthew 8:5–13 NIV)
 
    
 
   There are many critical messages within this account. First, and foremost, the centurion had genuine faith. We see his genuine faith by the fact that he sought Jesus and went to Him. It would have been within reason for the centurion to issue an order that Jesus be found and be commanded to come to Him—his authority would have enabled him to do that. But instead, the centurion seeks Jesus. And when He does find Jesus, he calls Him, “Lord.” When he comes before Jesus, calling Him “Lord,” he immediately asks for His help. He doesn’t “command” anything of Him. But rather demonstrated his understanding of Jesus’ authority over him. 
 
   The centurion went before Jesus in a way that we should. When we are in need of help, do we bring our situations before God, or do we simply cry out to Him in prayer demanding that He respond to our commands? When this man went before Jesus, it is critical to look at how He presented the need to Jesus. He took his situation and simply “presented” it to Him. He didn’t try and tell Jesus what to do, or try to intervene in how the healing of his servant should take place. He presented his need to Jesus and left it at that . . . in the hope that Jesus would do something . . . he trusted that he would. Although he wasn’t sure what He would do or when, He had faith that Jesus would do “something.”
 
    Job took his bitter complaints before God. He didn’t tell God what to do, he didn’t even command that He do anything at all, he just came before God bringing his life before Him, and laid it at His feet. Although Job recognized God’s authority, God gave him a much deeper understanding of His greatness.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   We should never forget that Jesus 
 
   is our greatest friend, 
 
   but we must also never lose sight 
 
   of the fact that He is King of Kings 
 
   and Lord of Lords.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   So, do we recognize Jesus’ authority in our lives? When we pray, do we really stop to take notice of Who it is we are praying to? When we cry out to Him . . . are we truly recognizing Him as Lord? Are we aware of how we bring our petitions before the Lord, or do we carelessly and disrespectfully come to Him, demanding our own way? We should never forget that Jesus is our greatest friend, but we must also never lose sight of the fact that He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords. We must clearly recognize the supreme authority that Jesus possesses. He sits at the right hand of Almighty God.
 
    Another important aspect of this situation is that the centurion understood his standing before Jesus. He found himself “not worthy.” He was humble when approaching Jesus and he demonstrated it by his words. In Luke 7:7 He said, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof.” The centurion was consumed with humility. Often times, we don’t stand before God with even a fraction of the humility of this man. When we are in God’s presence, do we find ourselves unworthy? Although it is a great blessing to be loved by God and be privileged enough to fellowship with Him, we are not worthy of either His love or His fellowship. All that He gives to us is available by His grace alone. So we must ask ourselves, “Is our approach to our faith in God one that is characterized by true humility?”
 
    Lastly, the centurion trusted in the mere “word” of Jesus. Even though the centurion felt unworthy of having Jesus come to his home and heal his servant, he didn’t see it as a problem or an obstacle to be overcome.
 
    
 
   The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it. (Matthew 8:8–9 NIV)
 
   
 The centurion was a Roman officer and he knew how authority worked. He knew that with his own authority, he was able to give a command and those that he commanded would adhere to his authority.
 
   
 ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Does God marvel at your faith?
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   The centurion understood Jesus’ authority and he trusted that His mere command would bring about the healing. 
 
   As we trust in God’s Word, do we see the authority of the spoken Word in our own lives and situations? Do we understand the power and authority that is in the Word? Where is our faith in the living Word of God? Jesus “marveled” at this man’s faith and He declared that He had not found “such great faith.” The faith that this centurion showed in Jesus was the greatest faith that Jesus had ever seen—even from among His own people of Israel. 
 
   When we look at our own faith, does God marvel at it? Does He look at our faith in amazement and awe? This account in the Bible is critical to our walk of faith in understanding and trusting in God. This Roman centurion has taught us to believe on the authority of Jesus, have a faith that recognizes His authority, and trusts in His Word. This example is the most amazing illustration of the faith that we are to have in God. It should be our daily desire to bring our lives before God in this very same way. 
 
   Job walked through the darkest valley of his life with confident faith in God. We see evidence of his faith, when He declared in Job 13:15 (AMP), “[I do it because, though He slay me, yet will I wait for and trust Him and] behold, He will slay me; I have no hope—nevertheless, I will maintain and argue my ways before Him and even to His face.”
 
   
 
 
    
 
   Expecting God
 
    
 
   At times, God will do a work in our lives by shaking us and allowing whatever He must . . . in order to obtain that “high degree” of certainty that He needs for us to have in Him. More than anything, He is concerned with our spiritual growth and our faith in Him. He wants us seeking Him and His kingdom above all else.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   God is faithful, 
 
   even when our faith is lacking.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   The key to expecting is to be “on watch” . . . “looking” for God. In the situations you face in your daily life, are you “looking for God?” In the areas of your life where you are crying out to Him, are you “expecting” God to show up? Webster’s definition also says that, “to look,” implies assurance that expectations will be fulfilled; it suggests an attitude of expectancy and watchfulness. It seems that rarely do we look for God . . . expectantly. Even more rarely are we filled with an attitude that is expecting God. We figure, sometimes He shows up and sometimes He doesn’t; if He does, “great” . . . if He doesn’t, that’s one big mark against Him. Sometimes He shows up when we’re expecting Him, but often times, He shows up when we’re least expecting Him. Either way, we should praise Him that He chooses to show up at all! He is faithful even when our faith is lacking. He has told us, repeatedly, that it’s not the size of our faith that matters—what matters is that our faith is directed and grounded in Him.
 
    
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   In the situations you 
 
   face in your daily life . . .
 
   are you “looking for God?”
 
   Are you “expecting” 
 
   that He’ll show up?
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   It is truly a loving God who has designated the required amount of faith in which His power is manifested to be the size of a mustard seed. But where is our faith when God does not answer when we expect Him to? When God does not answer us as we cry out to Him in faith, we start pointing the finger at Him; we start questioning His ways. We start believing the lie that says, “We can’t count on Him” . . . and our faith fails. It is in these moments in life that we should stop to ask, “Where is our faith?” Is our faith in God what it should be? Are we placing Him first? Is there something God desires to tell us or show us? In this life, faith in God is everything. Decide to lead your life with a declared, unwavering faith, in the Almighty God.
 
   
 “Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand this message about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God.” (2 Corinthians 4:4 NLT)
 
    
 
   So, are you underestimating the power of faith in God in your life? We have to recognize the power of believing God and declaring what He says; we must also be aware of the consequences . . . when we don’t. Throughout each and every day, we are given the opportunity to declare the way we feel and the way things seem, or we can bring everything to God and see what He says about it all. We must hold onto our faith no matter how hopeless things might seem at the moment.
 
    How can we wait for, hope for, expect and look for the Lord in times of uncertainty . . . when our faith is being shaken to its core? . . . because we know, through Truth, that God is expecting, looking, and longing, to be gracious to us. We are promised that the Lord is a God of justice. Most of all, we are promised that we will be happy, fortunate, and envied as we expect and look and long for His victory, His favor, His love, His peace, His joy, and His matchless unbroken companionship.
 
    
 
   And therefore the Lord [earnestly] waits [expecting, looking, and longing] to be gracious to you; and therefore He lifts Himself up, that He may have mercy on you and show loving–kindness to you. For the Lord is a God of justice. Blessed (happy, fortunate, to be envied) are all those who [earnestly] wait for Him, who expect and look and long for Him [for His victory, His favor, His love, His peace, His joy, and His matchless, unbroken companionship]! (Isaiah 30:18 AMP)
 
    
 
   God’s desire is that we yearn for Him. We tend to spend so much time yearning for our answered prayers . . . that we forget that we are to yearn for the source of all of our hopes, desires, and dreams. Job yearned for God. Day after day he called out to God. But what we learn through the life of Job is that our time with God is better spent if we enter into His presence to just sit and listen. In that time, God reveals that His greatest desire is that we would yearn for Him . . . burn with desire for Him. So, “Do you yearn for God?” “Do you have a passion for Him that burns within you?" “Are you filled with the overwhelming desire to know Him better.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Are you waiting 
 
   and hoping for 
 
   and expecting God 
 
   to show up in your life? 
 
   If you are, you can expect 
 
   that you’re going to have to 
 
   fight for the faith that you cling to.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Webster's dictionary defines "yearn" as: to long for persistently (continuously). It seems that we long for God when we're in desperate times and need answers to prayer . . . but what about each and every moment of our lives? Are we yearning for God in the mundane day to day life? One thing is for certain . . . if you will yearn for God in the way that He yearns for you . . . your life will never be the same. You will come face to face with the Creator of the Heavens and the Earth . . . and you will stand in awe. Yearning for Him will only increase your faith in Him.
 
    At any given moment, Jesus will return, and He will be looking for faith. His kingdom will come.
 
   
‘ . . . However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ (Luke 18:8 NIV)
 
    
 
    When He comes knocking on your door, what will He find? Will He find your faith answering? Or will He find you drowning in fear and despair? Be determined to fight the fight; continue to choose faith, regardless of how things appear. Ask yourself, “Am I waiting and hoping for and expecting God to show up in my life?” If you are, you can expect that you are going to have to fight for the faith that you cling to.
 
   
 
 
   
 
 
   The Fight of Faith
 
    
 
   One thing is for sure . . . your faith in God must not go down without a fight. Just as Job was faced with His wife’s pleadings for him to curse God . . . you will come face to face with the enemy when you step forward in faith. Most people don’t truly understand faith. Many simply believe it’s “wishful thinking.” Others might say it’s just “positive thinking.” But, faith in God has nothing to do with either of these beliefs. Faith is not a state of being . . . it’s a way of living. Faith trusts God at His Word without answers to all the questions. It’s that simple. There’s no “but what about . . . and what if?” God’s Word is God’s Word and there is no room for questioning and reasoning. 
 
   So, it’s easy to talk about faith and study His Word when everything in life is going well. But, what about when tragedy strikes . . . what about when life isn’t going the way you’d like it to? Faith isn’t as easy to declare in those instances. We suddenly come to a place, just as Job did, where we are crying out to God—desperate to understand how a “loving” God could allow such things. As we saw in the life of Job, sometimes, God allows the testing of our faith . . . so that we might finally see Him face to face.
 
    
 
   Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses. (1 Timothy 6:12 NIV)
 
    
 
   God chooses the circumstances by which He will challenge our faith and thereby increase it. He took Peter out of the boat and encouraged him to walk on water. God wants you to walk on the water too (Matthew 14:25–33). You know, a lot of people criticize Peter for his lack of faith, but it certainly took great faith to even get out of the boat and step out onto the water! And, it took true faith in order to do so. Peter didn’t trust in his faith, he trusted in his God to enable him to walk on the water. He kept his eyes on Jesus.
 
    It’s important to notice that the first feeling the Disciples encountered was fear. When our faith is being stretched, we are first and foremost faced with fear. We will daily encounter moments when our fear and faith collide. But, Jesus assured the Disciples, and He assures us, “It is I, Don’t be afraid.” As we focus upon Jesus, this world easily distracts us, and we are suddenly consumed with the raging wind that surrounds us. We, just like Peter, begin to sink. Without complete trust in God, our faith will fail. Without faith, we will never walk upon the water with Jesus and our mountains will never be moved.
 
    
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Faith is not a state of being. . .
 
   being still and doing nothing 
 
   are two completely different things . . .
 
   faith is a way of living.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   The critical moment in this account was when Peter called out to Jesus for help! Jesus will not let you go under. He is with you—He is there to catch you, when you call out His name. He is there to rescue you in your doubt and in your disbelief; He is a ready help in times of trouble. He saw Peter’s faith that was the size of a mustard seed, enough faith to get him out of the boat; the power of God met that small amount of faith. The fact that Jesus wants to help you in the midst of the brokenness in your life is evidence of His love; through His faithfulness, your faith in Him will grow in ways you never imagined. When you reach out for Jesus, the storm will die down and when your faith has been tested, God draws you closer to Him. Until then, He will keep asking you to step out of the boat and walk on the water. God is looking for real faith . . . your whole heart committed to Him.
 
    
 
   The eyes of the Lord search the whole earth in order to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him. (2 Chronicles 16:9 NLT)
 
 
   When you show your faith in God, His power can be released, so that you might receive your victory. But even after the current battle is won, the next one is just around the corner . . . which is why we must live by faith.
 
    
 
   
 
 
   Faith in Action
 
    
 
   Living by faith is not something you do when it’s convenient. It’s a daily walk with God. You are always one step of faith away from God’s greatest blessings in your life. But, never forget, your greatest steps of faith will be met with the enemy asking questions like, “How are you feeling? How do things seem? Does it appear like anything will ever change? Do you think God will ever answer your prayers?” We can be certain that although Job did not outwardly express these specific questions, the enemy was bombarding him with those very questions. We can tell by the questions Job poses to God. Job’s questions give us insight as to how the enemy was attacking him. When we’re faced with the choice of fear or faith, we must declare our faith in God by acting on it, by getting out of the boat.
 
    
 
   In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. (James 2:17 NIV)
 
    
 
   Too often, we say we have faith, but it is without action; therefore, our faith is dead. It means nothing and does nothing if we are not walking forward; believing that God will do what He says He will do. His power is in His Word and it is the same power that resurrected Christ from the dead.
 
    
 
   I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe him. This is the same mighty power that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms. (Ephesians 1:19–20 NLT)
 
    
 
    Notice that Paul said that the incredible greatness of God’s power is for us who believe Him, not for those that merely believe in Him. And it’s not just power enough to answer an occasional prayer here and there . . . it’s the power to raise Christ from the dead! Imagine what that same power could do in your life. Imagine what that power could do in your spirit, soul, and body. God has released exceeding, unlimited power, toward those who will believe Him. At moments when our faith seems to be slipping, when we feel as though there is nothing left to believe in . . . it is at that moment when we must go to the Cross. Tell Christ that because of what He’s done, you will have faith. And when you walk away, take that faith with you . . . don’t leave it at the foot of the Cross. 
 
   Although it is prevalent today, the truth is, you cannot be an “unbelieving” believer. If you’re a believer, then you must believe. You must believe that the power that lifted Christ from the dead is able to work in your life right now. You must believe Ephesians 1:19–20. It is certain that God must get frustrated when He desires to do a mighty work in us and in our lives, yet He can’t because there is no faith. Even a little faith works. 
 
   Jesus told us all we needed was a little faith, and then He showed us that He can take what little we have and multiply it. Jesus took seven loaves of bread and a few fish and fed the five thousand. You don’t have to be good at math to realize that’s an excellent return! So even if you only have a little faith . . . God can take it and increase it, if you will trust in Him. 
 
   When you’re looking for faith, there is only one place to go, the Word of God. Even as we grow spiritually, we never stop requiring the need for our “daily bread.” The Word was given so that we might believe in the power of God. The Word was given so that we might have hope. The Word was given so that we might simply know God. Faith and hope are not hard to find when we look to the Word that is given to us out of God’s great love, and trust in it.
 
    
 
   Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ. (Romans 10:17 NIV)
 
 
   So what kind of faith do you have? Is it the kind of faith that walks on the water and moves mountains? I might ask, what Promise, or Promises of God are you claiming in your life today? I’m not talking about Scripture memorization—I’m talking about hearing, believing, and declaring the Word of God in your life. When life becomes turbulent, you better hold on to something and it better be God and His Word. It is only through Him that transformation, restoration, and victory can be accomplished in your life. You can only be lifted from the ashes of life through the power of God.
 
    
 
   . . . so that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power. (1 Corinthians 2:5 NIV)
 
    
 
   The Word of God is truth and He has communicated it to us, so that we might not fear or live without hope, but that we might know Him and find strength in Him alone. The Word of God carries not only His truth, power, and authority, but through it, He clearly conveys His will for us and the consequences of our actions. Many believe that God does not give us much insight into His ways, yet through His Word, there is not much in life that is left unaddressed—He covers it all. God’s Word establishes our faith and it takes hold of us, while it effectually works in us and sustains us as we take each step in faith.
 
   
We thank God continually because when you received the Word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of man, but as it actually is, the word of God which is at work in you who believe. (1 Thessalonians 2:13 NIV)
 
 
   Faith never looks back. Faith brought Christ to the other side of the Cross and into eternal life. So, through your faith, God can take you from “this side” of whatever situations you face . . . whatever ashes you sit in . . . and take you to the other side . . . a place of victory. Faith in God redeems and restores. 
 
   Faith in God comes down to a choice, and your faith in Him will lead you to many other decisions that must be made. With each step of faith you take, you will encounter opposition and relentless adversity. Every time you declare your faith, you will be faced with something in this world that contradicts it. When you step out in faith, you will find yourself standing at more crossroads than you ever thought possible. It is vital that Christ walks with you in this journey. It is critical that He is Lord of your life so that when you are faced with critical decisions, His Divine power at work within you, can give you the strength to take the road less traveled. One moment, one decision, in your life can be one that either leads you into Victory or casts you down into defeat. When Jesus is walking with you and when you are trusting in God’s Word, He takes the lead . . . He lights the way. 
 
   God brought Job to a crossroad in his life. Job cried out to God, angry, confused, yet full of faith; God spoke to Job, humbled him, and then instructed Job to pray for his friends who had done wrong in His eyes. After reading the book of Job, we can see many reasons why Job could have, and should have, just walked away. Why would he choose to pray for those who had accused him of sin and in turn, caused him even more grief? He could have been angry, bitter, and unforgiving. But that choice would have kept him from God’s greatest blessings in his life. God knew those feelings that remained in the heart of Job and God needed to remove them. The root of bitterness must be pulled up before anything of worth can begin to grow. Without forgiveness, our faith goes nowhere. 
 
   As God asked Job to pray for his friends, it doesn’t seem that Job even understood what God was asking him to really do. It appears as though Job was simply being obedient to God, without any further questions. Now, you would assume that it was Job’s friends that were being set free from God’s wrath; yet, without fully realizing it, Job was setting himself free. God was showing us that one of our greatest hindrances to our faith and His awesome power in our lives is our un–forgiveness. Forgiveness sets the captives free and allows our faith to be manifested . . . it is our faith in action.
 
   


  
 

~Chapter 5~
 
   
 
 
   Setting the Captives Free
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
    When Job prayed for his friends,
 
   the Lord restored his fortunes.
 
   Job 42:10 (NLT)
 
    
 
    
 
   Relationships are severed, people are kept from seeing God’s glory, and faith is useless . . . all from one thing: un–forgiveness. We can’t dance around it, although we try to . . . there is no other way to address it, although we struggle to disguise it as something else—we must deal with it . . . head on. It is the most obvious and fundamental teaching of Christ—the command of forgiveness. It was the purpose for which He came—to forgive the sins of mankind. We can rationalize our seemingly unique circumstances all we want to . . . but we must forgive, regardless of how deep our suffering or how exceptional we feel our situation is. 
 
   We rationalize this command of God, probably more than any of His commands, with statements such as: “But you don’t understand my situation, you don’t know what that person did to me and my family . . . You don’t understand, that person cost me my job . . . that person deserves to pay a price. . .you don’t know how much pain and suffering I’ve gone through and continue to endure!” You’re right . . . no one knows, but you and God. The lie that we believe is that no one can bring justice to our situation better than we can. But God has said,
 
    
 
   For the Lord has a day of vengeance,
 
   a year of retribution . . . (Isaiah 34:8 NIV)
 
    
 
   It is mine to avenge; I will repay.
 
   (Deuteronomy 32:35 NIV)
 
 
   There is no greater justice than the justice of God. His ways are above our ways and His justice is above and beyond all that we can imagine. This is definitely one area of our Christian faith that we are just going to have to trust God on. It might not entail immediate suffering in the betrayer’s life, although that is what our flesh longs for, but God will see to it that justice is done—in His way, in His timing. Be aware, His justice may come in a way that you least expected. It’s not about revenge—it’s about the fulfillment of God’s plans and purposes.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   You can trust God for justice in your life.
 
   You must trust completely
 
   in His ways and His timing.
 
   It’s not about revenge,
 
   it’s about the fulfillment of God’s
 
   plans and purposes.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   We all have a choice to make, “Are we on God’s side or not?” If you are holding on to bitterness and anger, then you are being held captive by the Enemy. In the Spiritual world, holding on to offenses causes you to be a P.O.W. (Prisoner of War in the fight for your soul) 
 
   Satan knows that if we are divided from God we will fall. The thing that the enemy does not want you to know is that you hold the key to set yourself free. When we live with un–forgiveness in our souls, our spirits are held captive and the battle rages within. Each and every step forward in un–forgiveness is a step toward ruin and complete destruction; our Spirit is divided . . . and if we don’t do something about it, we will fall.
 
 
   Any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall. (Luke 11:17 NIV)
 
 
   We’ve already talked briefly about pride. It is pride that can keep us from admitting our true condition. Too often, we’re shocked and surprised that it is our un–forgiveness that is holding us captive. We feel certain that our un–forgiveness is holding those who have betrayed us captive . . . we won’t talk to them, we shut them out of our lives—we take revenge. For a moment, okay, maybe longer, it feels bittersweet. We build walls, so that we might guard our hearts and prevent ourselves from experiencing any more pain. We become selective in whom we allow into our lives and deny people access into our lives for the fear that we might get hurt. We hold those who have hurt us captive until their debt has been paid in full; yet deep inside, we know there is nothing that can remove the pain that we have endured. Nothing of this world can redeem what has been lost or take away the memories of suffering that continues to haunt us. We live our lives offended and we walk around in a life of bondage, unable to reallylive.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   When we walk in un–forgiveness,
 
   we live a life of bondage . . . 
 
   unable to really live.
 
   We hold the key 
 
   to setting ourselves free.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
 
   We know, without a doubt, that we’re holding our offenders captive; but we fail to see the heart of the issue . . . we’re only holding ourselves captive. We find ourselves walking around deceived.
 
    
 
   The heart is deceitful above all things . . .
 
   (Jeremiah 17:9 NIV)
 
 
   When we’re faced with the condition of pride, we quickly declare: “I’m not prideful!” We’re convinced that “this conviction,” definitely doesn’t apply to us. But we must take a second look. We must be willing to examine ourselves for the purpose of understanding truth. Pride will keep us from dealing with truth; it will keep us from seeing our true condition.
 
   For if you eat the bread or drink the cup unworthily, not honoring the body of Christ, you are eating and drinking God’s judgment upon yourself . . . But if we examine ourselves, we will not be examined by God and judged in this way. (1 Corinthians 11: 29–31 NLT)
 
    
 
   Pride will cause us to focus on the faults of others, instead of the faults within ourselves. We can be very deceived; so much so, that even at second and third glance . . . we find no fault in ourselves. But if you even think such thoughts as, “I’m mistreated, misjudged, and I don’t deserve this, I deserve better,” you can be certain that Satan is at work and these very thoughts are keeping you from walking in forgiveness. Even if we think we can hide our bitterness and anger from others, and often even ourselves, we cannot hide the true condition of our heart from God.
 
    
 
   But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart. (1 Samuel 16:7 NIV)
 
   
 Yet you know me, O Lord; you see me and test my thoughts about you. (Jeremiah 12:3 NIV)
 
    
 
    We must bring ourselves to a place of being true to ourselves and God. Jesus said in Revelation 3:18 that we need “salve to put on our eyes so that we can see.” He said this, so that we might see our true condition, so that we might be honest with ourselves as we strive to walk forward in our walk of faith.
 
   So, first and foremost, we must understand that here in the book of Job, we find and witness the importance of forgiveness. It was his obedience to God, his faith in action, his act of forgiveness, which restored his fortunes; in fact, God gave him more in his life than ever before.
 
 
   The Lord blessed the latter part of Job’s life
 
   more than the first. (Job 42:12 NIV)
 
    
 
   Forgiving is probably the most difficult thing you will ever be asked to do . . . when you have felt the pain that comes from being wronged. But, when we are faced with the Cross, the symbol of forgiveness and everlasting life, we are faced with the Sacrifice that set us free; we must examine exactly what it took to forgive our never ending sin and offer us eternal life.
 
   
 
 
    
 
   Decisions, Decisions, Decisions 
 
    
 
   Stop for a moment and ponder approximately how many decisions you make in a single day. It’s hard to name every single decision, much less name out those decisions that will actually have a tremendous impact on your life. One decision that few people ever think about is one that has a tremendous impact on our lives each and every day. What God has shown us is that forgiveness is a choice—not a feeling.
 
    The decision that changed our lives forever took place in the Garden of Gethsemane. Now, most “believers” are familiar with this moment, yet few grasp the depth and meaning of it and how it applies to our daily lives. There are two Scripture passages that express the difficulty of this decision and how we, too, struggle in this same decision that we make in our lives.
 
    
 
   My soul is crushed with grief to the point of death. Stay here and watch with me. (Mark 14:34 NLT)
 
   
 Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Please take this cup of suffering away from me. Yet I want your will, not mine. (Mark 14:36 NLT)
 
   
 Jesus came for one reason 
 
   and one reason only—
 
   to set the captives free.
 
   
 He has sent me to proclaim that captives
 
   will be released . . . (Luke 4:18 NLT)
 
    
 
   What this decision meant was forgiveness from our Heavenly Father. There was no way that we could pay the price for the sins in our life—no sacrifice could be offered that would suffice . . . nothing could ever settle the score. So God paid the ultimate sacrifice—His own blood . . . shed for us, in order that we might live with Him forever.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Forgiveness is a choice . . .
 
   not a feeling.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   What God wants to show us is that this sacrifice affects our everyday life. Is there something you’ve done, or something someone else has done, that you haven’t forgiven? It may be over something big or it may be very small. Whatever it is, “your soul is crushed with grief to the point of death.” (It is, whether you realize it or not.) So what is your “cup” that you want taken away? Does the pain and suffering that we will have to go through even slightly compare to the suffering that Jesus went through? We must ask ourselves, “Why is the Cross sufficient for our salvation, but not sufficient for its purpose of forgiveness?” Didn’t Jesus tell us it is better to give than to receive? 
 
   Let’s go back to the Garden of Gethsemane . . . Jesus could have chosen not to drink of His cup. He could have chosen to forego the pain and suffering that was required for the forgiveness of all who would accept the sacrifice. It has been proven that it would have been easy for Jesus to escape out of the Garden—there were many routes. It would have been simple—just like it is simple for us on a daily basis to sit in the judgment seat of God and hold others, even ourselves, accountable for sin. If we believe that Jesus is the Son of God and we believe in Him enough to accept and claim the eternal life He has given to us, then every single moment of every single day, we must decide, “Did Jesus do His job or did Jesus fail? Does the Cross represent anything but our free ticket to Heaven?” 
 
   We make the statement that Jesus represents nothing at all when we make the decision to show un–forgiveness not only to others, but to ourselves. So we must decide to stop bringing up what God has already forgiven. Jesus has shown us, in the ultimate way, that it’s a decision. Jesus couldn’t have exemplified it any better than He did in the Garden of Gethsemane. If you’re waiting on a feeling . . . be certain that “feeling” will never come—our enemy, Satan, will make sure of it. His goal is simple: To take every soul captive.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Too often, we accept the Cross
 
   as sufficient for Salvation, 
 
   but insufficient for
 
   the purpose of “forgiveness.”
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   We are told by Paul in his letter to the Corinthians, “When you forgive this man, I forgive him, too. And when I forgive him (for whatever is to be forgiven), I do so with Christ’s authority for your benefit, “so that Satan will not outsmart us. For we are very familiar with his evil schemes.” (2 Corinthians 2:10–11 NLT) 
 
   I can hear the question now, “Why? Why should I?” There is actually a very selfish reason to forgive. So if you’re an honest person and you will admit that you are “selfish” in some ways, hear this:
 
   
 If you forgive those who sin against you, your Heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins. (Matthew 6: 14–15 NLT)
 
   
 But when you are praying, first forgive anyone you are holding a grudge against, so that your Father in heaven will forgive your sins, too. (Mark 11:25 NLT)
 
    
 
   So think about the “wrong” things you’ve done in your life . . . whatever they were, do you believe there is anything you can do to wipe the slate clean . . . to make all your wrongs right? The answer is no—it’s humanly impossible. But, it is possible and attainable through the forgiveness offered by Christ. All things are possible with God.
 
    
 
   Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But not with God. Everything is possible with God. (Mark 10:27NLT)
 
    
 
   We must trust in the power of God, we must have faith in God, rather than ourselves and our understanding of things.
 
 
   I do this so that you might trust the power of God rather than human wisdom. (1 Corinthians 2: 5 NIV)
 
 
   So why do we hold others accountable for their sins when we know that there is nothing they can do to erase their wrongs? It’s because what we are longing for is only obtainable through the power of God—it’s His justice . . . it’s His forgiveness.
 
   Our answer is Jesus. The Cross represents one thing—forgiveness of sins. Each time we are faced with choosing forgiveness or un–forgiveness, we have the opportunity to express thanks to God for what He has done for us, by offering forgiveness to others and seeking it for ourselves. Clearly understand that God will hold us in debt for all of our wrongs, until we first forgive those who have trespassed against us. Even after Jesus’ death and resurrection, He appeared to His Disciples coming through their locked door and He told them, “If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven” Luke 20:23 (NIV). We can imagine that if the opportunity came to us after we had died . . . to return to those we loved and to say something to them . . . it would be something extremely well thought out and amazingly significant . . . when Jesus returned, He spoke of forgiveness—we can assume that this was vitally important.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   What our soul is longing for when
 
   we’ve been offended is only obtainable
 
   through the power of God . . .
 
   it’s His justice . . .
 
   it’s His forgiveness.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Here is a little secret: You may think that you are allowing a captive to go free and you’re right . . . the captive is yourself. The miracle of forgiveness is not so much in those who are forgiven, but the greater miracle is in the life of the forgiver. After Jesus drank of his cup, He sat down at the right hand of God. Rest assured there is no greater place to be. So what is your decision? When you are looking into the face of God . . . Is the Cross sufficient in your life? 
 
   You see, it is not whether or not offenses in life will come . . . they will come, but it is how we will respond to them that will determine what our future holds. It’s not the hand we’re dealt that matters, it’s how we play the hand we’ve been given.
 
 
   Then He said to the disciples, “It is impossible that no offenses should come, but woe to him through whom they do come!” (Luke 17:1 NKJV)
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Is the Cross sufficient in your life?
 
   It’s forgiving as God has forgiven
 
   you that sets you free.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Through the book of Job, we understand that even the most loyal servants to God will be met with trials and tribulations; often with very little explanation. Through the understanding of this book of the Bible, we must never forget that nothing can come against us without God’s prior knowledge of it. As you are faced with the decision to forgive or not to forgive, understand clearly that the decision to not forgive is a sin. Listen, God is faithful . . . He has made a way out of it, He has made a way for us to escape the trap of Satan . . . He has commanded us to forgive. 
 
   The temptations in your life are no different from what others experience. And God is faithful. He will not allow the temptation to be more than you can stand. When you are tempted, he will show you a way out so that you can endure. (1 Corinthians 10:13 NIV) 
 
   He has made “the” way of escape—the only way. God has seen our lives from beginning to end. He has seen every adverse circumstance and He has “the way” to escape each and every one. By resisting the temptation, not to forgive, we stay in God’s will. If we choose to make decisions without walking in His love, we will find ourselves walking right out of His will.
 
   
 ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   If we aren’t walking in God’s love,
 
   we’re not walking in God’s will.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   We know when we’re out of the will of God—we feel it in our spirit. Our spirit grieves within us . . . when we walk away from God.
 
   
 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. (Ephesians 4:30 NIV)
 
    
 
   This very Scripture tells us there is a choice—a decision to be made. The decision to forgive or not to forgive will determine whether or not we walk in the will of God or simply walk away from Him. Many fail to understand that when we choose to walk in un–forgiveness, we have looked God in the eyes, turned our back on Him and walked away. Sit for a moment with that vision, because when we choose un–forgiveness, 
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Deciding not to forgive means
 
   you have looked God in the eyes,
 
   turned your back on Him
 
   and walked away.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   God will do the same to us. His peace and joy that He has given to us will be lost. He will remove His hand from our lives—do not be deceived that He will not.
 
   
 Then they will cry out to the Lord, but he will not answer them. At that time he will hide his face from them because of the evil they have done. (Micah 3:4 NIV)
 
    
 
   Although they cry out to me,
 
   I will not listen to them.
 
   (Jeremiah 11:11 NIV)
 
   They called for help, but no one came to their rescue. They even cried to the Lord, but he refused to answer. (Psalm 18:41 NLT) 
 
   When they cry for help, I will not answer. Though they anxiously search for me, they will not find me. (Proverbs 1:28 NLT) 
 
   So when you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide My eyes from you; Yes, even though you multiply prayers, I will not listen. Your hands are covered with blood. (Isaiah 1:15 NASB) 
 
   Will God hear his cry when distress comes upon him? (Job 27:9 NASB) 
 
   
 
 
   
 The Price of Un–forgiveness
 
    
 
   God has given us a clear example of how He deals with disobedience and the act of un–forgiveness. He has clearly shown us what bitterness, jealously, and rage will do in our lives and in the lives of others. In fact, Jesus told us, when we hate . . . we have murdered. He has said that blood is on our hands and there is no eternal life in us.
 
   
Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. (1 John 3:15 NIV)
 
    
 
    In order to understand what God is telling us, in depth, we can go back to the life of Cain and Abel. The short of it was that Cain and Abel both desired to worship God and present Him a sacrifice. Cain had taken some crops that he had cultivated and Abel offered a lamb. These sacrifices were given to God, in order that their sins might be covered. But the Scriptures declare that “The Lord accepted Abel, but He did not accept Cain.” We wonder why God did not accept such a worthy sacrifice . . . a sacrifice in which Cain had worked so hard to deliver. So, why the rejection? . . . because God’s way of righteousness required a blood sacrifice. God accepted Abel because he was obedient and brought what God required of Him. Cain, on the other hand, attempted to bring God a sacrifice through his own efforts . . . which is why God met him with rejection. In the face of this rejection, we see Cain’s anger, bitterness, and hate set in. The seeds of un–forgiveness had been planted and they soon began to grow. 
 
   In Genesis 4:5 it says, “So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.” It is evident that Cain was being attacked by the enemy, and the battle had begun. God angrily dealt with Cain in an effort to show him that the works of his hands, which he had presented as a sacrifice, meant nothing to Him. As we will discuss in the next chapter, God was dealing with Job in this area, as well. God wanted Cain to repent and bring a sacrificial lamb, just as his brother had done. God wanted to lead Cain in the right way, the way of forgiveness, yet Cain’s anger took hold.
 
    
 
   The Lord said to Cain, ‘Why are you angry?’ Why is your face downcast? If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.’ (Genesis 4:6–7 NIV)
 
    
 
    God questioned Cain in an effort to lead him to repentance for his disobedience and his anger—He did not want Cain to perish. God was warning Cain of the enemy which was out to destroy him. The way that the enemy threatens to destroy each and every one of us is through our sin. Sin is our worst enemy, and forgiveness through repentance is what defeats it. Sin is anything that does not agree with the will of God—it’s refusing to believe and obey the Word of God.
 
    
 
   All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. 
 
   We have left God’s paths to follow our own.
 
   (Isaiah 53:6 NLT)
 
    
 
   So what happens if we continue to go our own way? What would have happened if Job would have turned and walked away from God, cursing Him, as his wife told him to do? What will happen when we’re disobedient to the Word of God and His will for our lives? The Scriptures say,
 
   They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power. (2 Thessalonians 1:9 NIV)
 
 
   But those who come to Christ, accepting God’s ultimate sacrifice for their sins, will be granted eternal life. Don’t be mistaken, those who harden their hearts against the truth will face God’s judgment. The Scriptures say that God does not want “anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9)! The clear picture we need to get here is that God did not want Cain to perish in his sin. God’s desire was that he would repent, just as He desires for all of us to repent. God made a way for all to be righteous before Him. Back then, God’s way required the sacrifice of a spotless lamb . . . innocent blood. Abel obeyed God—Cain did not. It’s that simple.
 
 
   without the shedding of blood 
 
   there is no forgiveness. 
 
   (Hebrews 9:22 NIV)
 
    
 
   God has shed the blood of Christ for our sins; it’s up to us to believe that He did. Jesus became the spotless lamb of the world. He is the way that God has made for us, once and for all. Without accepting this sacrifice, we have no forgiveness and we will one day see God’s judgment.
 
    
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   When we disobey God . . .
 
   we sin . . .
 
   it’s that simple.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Abel knew that he was a guilty sinner who was in need of forgiveness and so he offered an innocent lamb . . . just as God required. Cain honored God with his works and his mouth, but his heart was from Him.
 
   
 He replied, ‘Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written:” “These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. (Mark 7:6 NIV)
 
    
 
   Cain’s worship was absolutely worthless before God because he did not accept “God’s way.” Things turned from bad to worse, as the anger, bitterness, and resentment festered within Cain. We find,
 
   Now Cain said to his brother Abel, ‘Let’s go out to the field.’ And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him. (Genesis 4:8 NIV)
 
   Cain went his own way. He walked away from repentance and into more sin. Cain refused to shed the blood of the lamb, so that he could receive God’s forgiveness, and then he shed the blood of his righteous brother. What was he thinking? Satan had found a foothold in Cain—his bitterness . . . so Satan walked in the open door and the battle began. We know Satan was there because the Scriptures tell us Cain belonged to the “evil one” (1 John 3:12).
 
   What happened next yields an even more powerful message. God once again leads Cain to a place of repentance, yet Cain again turns his back on God. We do the same when we choose to hold on to un–forgiveness.
 
   
 Then the Lord said to Cain, ‘Where is your brother Abel?’ “I don’t know,” he replied. ‘Am I my brother’s keeper?’ The Lord said, ‘What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cried out to me from the ground.
 
    
 
   Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood form your hand. When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.’ (Genesis 4:9–12 NIV)
 
    
 
   God didn’t punish Cain to condemn him . . . He punished him, to once again, try to lead him to a place of repentance. Cain however, chose to walk away from God, “So Cain went out from the Lord’s presence and lived in the land of Nod” Genesis 4:16 (NIV). God didn’t turn His back on Cain—Cain turned his back on God.
 
    
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Through un–forgiveness,
 
   we turn our backs on God . . .
 
   we choose “our way,”
 
   instead of God’s; the consequences
 
   are usually beyond devastating.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   When we choose not to forgive, we continue in our own way, we silence God’s voice, we ultimately turn our backs on God. With our lips we might say, “Praise God,” but in our hearts, God is far away, because we have walked out of His love and His ways. We must repent of our ways. We must choose to forgive. In order to do that, we must turn from ourselves, our sins, our idols, our self efforts, and turn to God and his Word. We must refuse to continue in our own ways and choose God’s ways. And His way is to accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior and follow Him. 
 
   We can only experience the peace of God and an intimate relationship with Jesus when we make the decision to forgive. When we make that decision and begin to act upon it, we can be certain that the Enemy will show us a million and one reasons why we should not. 
 
   As we contemplate whether or not to forgive, we are filled with the thoughts that “they are going to get away with it, it’s just not fair, they won’t get what they deserve, it’s just not right!” We stand, arguing within ourselves, swelled with anger at the thought that someone could cause us such deep pain and then simply walk away . . . free.
 
   Yet, that is exactly what God has allowed us to do—that’s exactly what Christ did for us . . . without the anger, without the resentment, without the judgment. He cried out, hanging on a Cross, after being beaten beyond recognition, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And then He cried out, “Father, Father, why have you forsaken me?” At the foot of Cross, we saw no justice.
 
    
 
   that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. (2 Corinthians 5:19 NIV) 
 
    
 
   We can’t have peace and hold un–forgiveness within us at the same time. It’s impossible. So we must choose. We can’t have it both ways. God doesn’t operate with slogans like: “Have it your way!” It must be done His way. The amazing thing is, when we find out that our un–forgiveness was only damaging ourselves and hindering the flow of God’s blessings in our own lives.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   What do you prefer? . . . 
 
   the peace of God,
 
   Christ in your life, or the bitterness
 
   and rage that burns within you?
 
   For all the questions you have for God . . .
 
   He has questions for you too.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   We can even find ourselves nursing our pain, having a pity party, and simply not wanting to let go of those feelings. It may sound ridiculous, but it’s true. When we hold un–forgiveness in our hearts, we are often times afraid to let go of the pain. We’re afraid if we forgive—justice might not be done. We beg the question, “Who will make them pay?” We tell ourselves that we must hold on to this offense, until the price has been paid. We can’t fall for the enemy’s tactics . . . we’re smarter than that.
 
   We have learned the ways of Satan—we know how he does battle. We’re not ignorant of his schemes. If we’re questioning God’s ability to bring justice or other questions like it, we are having a sit down conversation with the devil. Don’t be deceived, and do not fall for his disguises. He wants you to walk away from God. 
 
   If we go further in Ephesians 4, we find greater instruction for our lives. We find that God commands us to choose His way.
 
    
 
   Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. (Ephesians 4:31–32 NIV)
 
    
 
   It’s a daily commitment. Actually, it’s a moment by moment commitment because we are constantly being set up to be offended. We must ask ourselves honestly, “what do we prefer . . . the peace of God, Christ in our life, or the bitterness and rage that burns within us?” (Remember: For all the questions we have for God, He has questions for us too.) Each one of us has someone we are holding a grudge against . . . and God tells us that until we forgive, He will not forgive us. We are also told that all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. I’m guessing you, just like all of us, have sin in your life that needs forgiving.
 
    
 
   Who can say, “I have kept my heart pure;
 
   I am clean and without sin? (Proverbs 20:9 NIV)
 
   There is not a righteous man on earth who does what is right and never sins. (Ecclesiastes 7:20 NIV)
 
   As it is written: ‘There is no one righteous, not even one;’ (Romans 3:10 NIV) 
 
   There is no one who does not sin. (1 Kings 8:46 NIV)
 
   If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. (1 John 1:8 NIV) 
 
   Often times, we argue, “I don’t feel forgiven . . . I don’t feel like God has forgiven me for the things in my life.” Maybe that’s true . . . because He first asks us to forgive, and He’s asking you to dig deep.
 
    
 
   So if you are presenting a sacrifice at the altar in the Temple and you suddenly remember that someone has something against you, leave your sacrifice there at the altar. Go and be reconciled to that person. Then come and offer your sacrifice to God. (Matthew 5:23–24 NLT)
 
    
 
   Until we forgive those whom we hold grudges against, our sacrifices before God mean nothing. God is talking about forgiving the small offenses as well as the big.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Sin doesn’t
 
   come without consequences;
 
   but, it never eliminates God’s mercy.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   But if you have, if you have totally forgiven all of the offenses in your life, then you must understand Truth about your situation and stop believing the lies of the enemy. You must understand what God says about your situation and the forgiveness He has given. You must accept and believe the Truth that you are forgiven; so, it’s clearly not your “un–forgiveness” that keeps you from your new “Beginning.”
 
   as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. (Psalm 103:12 NIV) 
 
   And then, we must accept our responsibility,
 
   Be kind and compassionate to one another,
 
   forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.
 
   (Ephesians 4:32 NIV)
 
    
 
   Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. (Colossians 3:13 NIV)
 
   As far as the east is from the west . . . that is how we are to forgive. All of us would declare that we desperately want to be forgiven, “God’s way”—not one of us would want to be forgiven in the way that we usually forgive. We have a hard time setting the captive free. But, we’re told not to hold others responsible for what they have done. We must refuse to tell anyone of the pain and agony they have caused us. It goes totally against our flesh. Our flesh can’t wait to tell our closest confidant of how we’ve been wronged and the pain we have had to endure. We want vindication—we want justice. But dear friend, it will never come until we let it go and give it to God. You will never know justice in your situation; you will never find the peace of God in your soul, until you forgive.

 
 
   What it is and What it is Not 
 
    
 
   As we’ve discussed forgiveness and un–forgiveness, it can become even more confusing, as we try to dig deeper in understanding exactly what it is and what it is not.
 
   If we look for Truth as our guide, we will understand clearly what forgiveness is not. We find many instances in which we clearly see that God has never (and will never) approved of sin. In the very beginning, in the Garden of Eden, we find sin and yet, we see forgiveness from God. God had mercy on Adam and Eve as He made garments of skin for them and clothed them (Genesis 3:21). But, He didn’t excuse their actions. Because of their sin we have all paid the price. Sin does not come without consequences; but it also does not eliminate God’s mercy.
 
   
 ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Sin is never justified 
 
   under ANY circumstances.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Jesus forgave the woman who was found in adultery, but He clearly did not approve of what she had done. He told her, “Leave your life of sin.” (John 8:11). God has never, and will never approve of sin under any circumstances. So, God is asking us to forgive in the way that He has forgiven . . . which means we are to forgive without approving of their sin. Our forgiveness that is given does not endorse what others have done; our forgiveness does not excuse what they have done and it doesn’t justify what they have done. No sin can be justified. There is no argument that can justify the action of sin. 
 
   Many people think they must “reconcile” with their offender in order to forgive. It is the result that is most desired by God, but it is by no means necessary in order for one to forgive and at times, reconciliation may not be God’s will. We find the greatest example of this in 2 Corinthians 5:19 (NIV), “God was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself.”
 
   But when we examine the world, we clearly see that although God has offered His forgiveness . . . not all have been forgiven. Not all have accepted that forgiveness. God’s greatest desire is that there would be reconciliation, a restoration of relationship; but, it can only come when the one who has been offered forgiveness receives it. In some cases, as God understands clearly, His forgiveness was offered, but far from all will be reconciled to Him.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Forgiveness doesn’t 
 
   erase sins from memory,
 
   it simply covers those sins with a power
 
   far greater than anything 
 
   in the world—God’s grace.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   So, forgiveness is certainly not an endorsement or justification, nor does it demand reconciliation. And forgiveness does not ignore what has happened, but chooses to keep no record.
 
    
 
   love keeps no record of wrongs.
 
   (1 Corinthians 13:5 NIV)
 
 
   Once again, God is not talking about pretending that the wrong was not done. But He’s saying that there is a choice to keep no record of it. We know that our spiritual battles occur in the mind; un–forgiveness is manifested in our minds and has a separate file stored away for whenever there’s a need to pull it out. We cannot, and should not, ever pretend that an offense did not happen. But, we are not to store it all up and keep record of it; yet, we do. It’s as if we have a personnel file on everyone in our life that we come in contact with and we mentally fill out forms that detail the ways in which they have wronged us. We lie to ourselves, believing that we’ve put it in the file and stored it way in the back of the file cabinet. We declare we’ve forgiven and put it away. But you know, just as well as I do, the moment that a person offends us again, even in the slightest way, we quickly locate the file, pull it out, and begin revisiting all the paperwork we’ve written up on them. And then, we decide, “Surely God doesn’t want me to forgive all this!” Child of God, “yes,” He does. Hand the file over to Him. Give it to Him once and for all. But, then be ready—Satan will remind you of it. Even though you’ve handed it over, he will convince you that you need to take it back. He will tell you that you need that file, so that your soul and spirit can find justice. He is a liar.
 
   We must trust God to handle it. Let your offenses be destroyed once and for all . . . and be set free. It’s not forgetting . . . it’s called forgiving. Forgiveness doesn’t erase our memories—it simply covers those memories with a power far greater than anything in the world . . . God’s grace.
 
   Forgiveness is clearly understanding the offense that you have suffered through and still choosing to forgive. Just as God doesn’t “forget” our sins, He has simply loved us enough to cover them. He knows every detail of our sin and He has chosen not to hold it against us. We may not be able to forget, but we can choose, by the grace of God, not to hold on to it all. Listen, time doesn’t heal, only God does; it is only a matter of “time,” until the enemy will lodge the offenses into your heart, soul, and mind once again. When Satan continues to bring up offenses, we must stand strong in the will of God and declare that, “I have given it to God, it is in His hands, and I will rest in the peace of His justice, mercy, and grace.”
 
    
 
   Get behind me Satan, you are in my way. (Matthew 16:23) 
 
    
 
   If you’re walking in un–forgiveness, the Enemy is in your way, and He is keeping you from complete joy and peace in your life . . . not to mention the blessings that God has stored up for you. We saw this clearly in the book of Job.
 
   There is one thing that must be clearly understood when it comes to forgiveness: Forgiveness is not a feeling. Forgiveness is a choice—it takes an act of the will. If you’re waiting on the moment when you “feel” like forgiving someone…you can be certain that feeling will never come. We can be certain that Jesus did not “feel” like being beaten beyond comprehension and nailed to a cross! The enemy will make sure you never “feel” like forgiving. Forgiveness is refusing to punish, or see to it that those who have wronged us pay the price. God has specifically instructed that it is His place to avenge . . . should it need to occur. God doesn’t need our help—He is quite capable of performing His responsibilities. 
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Forgiveness is not a feeling.
 
   If you’re waiting until you “feel”
 
   like forgiving someone . . .
 
   you can be certain 
 
   that feeling will never come.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Forgiveness will also entail the decision to keep the offense between yourself, God, and those directly involved. Telling your closest relatives and friends does no good in bringing resolution to the situation—it’s a selfish act that builds pride. No matter how much our flesh longs to do it, we must decide that we will not. Let’s face it, we are out to wound those who have pierced our hearts and bring pain to those who have caused us to suffer. We long to be thought “higher” of and our enemies to be thought “lower” of. We want our offenders to pay . . . we want them to be punished. But what happens when we sin? We beg God that no one will find out . . . that He will not make us suffer. 
 
   God has covered our sins—He has covered them all. How can we not extend that same forgiveness to others? Why do we choose to dwell on what God has already forgotten? If you are struggling in your Christian walk, if you feel there is “something” standing between you and God, or you don’t feel that your prayers are being answered . . . it may be a time to ask yourself , “Who do you know that needs forgiveness?” Is it someone you love that has caused you tremendous pain, is it someone you trusted as a confidant and friend, or maybe it’s yourself? There is no better time, than right now, to let the sacrifice of Christ represent something powerful in your life by doing the will of God and making the decision to forgive. There comes a time in all of our lives, when we must decide to let God be God.
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Let God Be God
 
    
 
   It’s funny, and then again not so funny, when we so desperately want God in our lives, and then at other times, we basically tell Him to “butt out.” We like to decide when God is invited into our lives and when He is not. In many situations in our lives, we like to play God. We need a daily reminder that says, “There is a God. You are NOT Him!”
 
    Jesus gave us a vital and clear command regarding un–forgiveness. He instructed us NOT to take over God’s throne . . . He said,
 
    
 
   Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the same measure you use, it will be measured to you. (Matthew 7:1–2 NIV)
 
 
   Do not miss this vital message. Is your life a mess? Do you feel as though the world is against you or that you’re not getting a fair trial? You might be right. This critical area of our walk with God can keep us not only from Him, but from the blessings He longs to give us.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   We continually beg God 
 
   for mercy in our own lives,
 
   but cry out for justice upon others.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   We should meditate upon the command of forgiveness before we even start our day. “Do not judge, or you will be judged . . . in the same way you judge others, you will be judged . . . the same measure you use will be measured to you.” God’s Word holds true, once again, when it says, “the Word of God is sharper than the sharpest knife” (Hebrews 4:12–13). God’s Word cuts deep; it pierces the flesh and our spirit is exposed by its power to convict us and reconcile us to God’s will.
 
    In what way have you judged someone . . . just today, alone? Thoughts such as, “They can’t afford that . . . can you believe they treat their children that way? They say they worship God, but surely don’t act like it! I can’t believe that they dress like that! They don’t deserve that job! Can you believe the things they say! Look at how they live!” . . . the list could obviously go on and on. Every single day we judge. When we unfairly criticize people . . . it is our way of playing God. It’s a way of satisfying the longing of our flesh; it feeds our pride. 
 
   What we’re really doing when we judge is fulfilling our desire to change a person or situation, or simply make ourselves feel better about the lack of self worth we possess; when we try to do that, the consequences can be devastating. We must come to the Truth—if we don’t like being criticized . . . we shouldn’t criticize. If we don’t like others passing judgment on us—we shouldn’t judge. We continually beg God for mercy in our own lives, but cry out for justice upon others. The judgment seat is not ours to occupy. The real Supreme Court is held in heavenly places.
 
    
 
   You then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. (Romans 14:10 NIV)
 
    
 
   God knows everything there is to know about us. We certainly can’t pull anything over on Him. We can be serving God fully and yet still be judgmental. We can imagine that God must stand in shock at the things we say about others . . . especially when He stands witness to our lives . . . knowing every detail of our faults and sins. We tend to forget our sins, but harbor, as well as continually expose the sins of others. The moment you think, “That could never happen to me or I would never do that,” is the moment pride sets in and you might very well find yourself in that exact situation. Walk in humility and you’ll more easily stay in God’s will. We’re so often reminded that if we won’t humble ourselves . . . God will do it for us.
 
    We were given “The Word,” brought to life through Christ here on earth, and He was clear on His message of forgiveness:
 
    
 
   John 8:7 (NIV), "If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her," in Mark 11:25 (NIV), “And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins,” in Luke 6:37 (NIV), Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven,” in Matthew 6:15 (NIV), But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins,” in Luke 11:4 (NIV), “Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us,” and in Luke 17:4 (NIV), “If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, 'I repent,' forgive him.”
 
    
 
   The message could not be clearer; forgiveness was the sole purpose of the life and death of Christ here on earth. He came not just so that we might receive His sacrifice and be forgiven of our sins, but so that we, too, might bestow that same free gift of forgiveness. His life and its’ example was for us to follow. Jesus didn’t need forgiving, He came to give it. He said He came, “not to be served, but to serve.” So who is it in your life that needs forgiving? As we sit in our ashes of life and we beg for God to meet us where we are . . . He has instructed how it is that we might receive His help—He has told us we can be assured of the outcome of our choice to obey or disobey His command of forgiveness.
 
    
 
   And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins, (Mark 11:25 NIV)
 
    
 
   Without forgiveness, where do we stand in the whole scheme of God’s plan? We are nothing; we stunt our spiritual growth and hinder God’s work in and through us . . . when we do not forgive. We can see the significance of why God asked Job to pray for his friends. It was necessary in order for God to bless him. The New Testament covenant was being revealed in the book of Job. 
 
   Forgiveness—it’s not so easy. In fact, it’s difficult at best; we tend to believe that we can just walk away from those who have offended us and it will all go away . . . over time. We tell ourselves, “Out of sight—out of mind or Time will heal.” But what about when the one you must forgive is yourself?
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   There is nowhere YOU go . . . 
 
   where YOU are not present.
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   The Plank
 
    
 
   So why do we judge? Why will we not forgive? Why do we criticize and condemn others? Jesus knows our nature and He instructed us how to live according to God’s will,
 
    
 
   Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye. (Matthew 7:3–5 NIV)
 
    
 
   It comes down to a plank—the plank in our eye. Jesus used the word “speck” to describe that “thing” about someone else’s sin. He used the word “plank” to describe what is wrong within us. The “plank” is proof of our fallen nature and represents the sin within us. The “speck” is extremely small when compared to the larger “plank” in our own eye. It is the “plank” that moves us to pass judgment and point the finger at everyone else. The plank keeps us from seeing our own faults. When Jesus spoke of judging others, there was no way He was going to skip over this “flesh sensitive” topic. It is the key to fully understanding forgiveness; it is the key to receiving forgiveness and forgiving others. None of us are without sin; we all have a “plank.” But very few of us ever want to “think” about our plank, much less outwardly acknowledge it and discuss it.
 
    
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Jesus’ critical
 
   message to the
 
   world was that
 
   we ALL need forgiveness;
 
   therefore, we should ALL forgive.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
    We can never completely remove the plank in our eye . . . if we could, we would be without sin and have no need of salvation. If we were able to remove the plank, Jesus would have been giving us full right to pass judgment on others, once our plank had been removed. But that wasn’t His message. We all need forgiveness, and therefore, we should all forgive. Jesus is driving home the message that we must be aware of our own weaknesses and not pass judgment on others. Remember, God has everything handled—there’s no need for us to meddle in His business. 
 
   So how do we deal with that plank? With all the sin in our lives, when we truly face it all, we wonder how we can possibly forgive ourselves. Dealing with the plank is the result of constant repentance before God. It is one of the most difficult things to do. But we can rest assured, God has promised,
 
 
   If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9 NIV)
 
 
   When we come to God, laying before Him our known sin, we must ask Him to reveal the sin in our life that is unacknowledged by us. We must be convicted, and then ask for forgiveness; we must know through His Promises that He erases all wrongs. In His sight, our sin will no longer exist when we show true repentance. He removes our sin “as far as the east is from the west” (Psalm 103:12). Our standing with God is all that really matters. We must always make sure our hearts are right before Him.
 
   We are made right in God’s sight when we trust in Jesus Christ to take away our sins. And we all can be saved in this same way, no matter who we are or what we have done. (Romans 3:22 NLT)
 
    
 
   Long ago, even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. (Ephesians 1:4 NLT)
 
 
   So why is it that forgiving ourselves, removing that “plank,” seems so difficult to do? If God can forgive us . . . why can’t we forgive ourselves? It’s simple, we have an enemy. And as we have learned through the book of Job, he roams through the earth going back and forth. 
 
   Satan doesn’t know everything, but he knows what we know. He watches over the earth, day and night, waiting for that moment to expose our weakness; to remind us of our sin. One of our weaknesses that he most enjoys exposing is our lack of willingness to completely forgive. He loves how we deceive ourselves into believing that we have forgiven, but our heart remains in a condition of un–forgiveness. Satan loves to use our envy, bitterness, and rage for his advantage. We are easy prey when we are holding on to an offense. In fact, he really doesn’t have to concern himself with us too much—he knows we’re not going anywhere. Paul talked about forgiveness, and he clearly conveyed the message that we cannot be ignorant of Satan’s schemes.
 
   
 If you forgive anyone, I also forgive him. And what I have forgiven—if there was anything to forgive—I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes. (2 Corinthians 2:10–11 NIV)
 
 
   Satan loves to take advantage of us by reminding us that “God isn’t doing His job.” He tries to convince us that we have to help God out a little by punishing not only those who have hurt us, but by punishing ourselves. He tries to persuade us that our sin is so great that it must never be forgotten and we must live a life full of guilt and shame. It’s as if he’s saying that we must continually beat ourselves up and pay a price, in order to cover that sin. Let’s get it straight . . . Jesus was beaten quite enough for our sins. There is no more pain and suffering that needs to occur. Jesus paid the price, He paid it all . . .in full. Don’t be ignorant of the schemes of Satan.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Don’t believe the lies 
 
   of the enemy . . .
 
   Jesus was beaten quite 
 
   enough for our sins . . .
 
   there is no need for further 
 
   pain and suffering.
 
   Jesus paid it all . . . in FULL!
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Once again, as we meet our enemy, it all comes down to the “battlefield”; as we’ve learned, the “battlefield” is the mind. Satan is going to lodge an uncountable number of thoughts that will weigh you down and lead you to believe that your sins can never be forgiven. Once again, it comes down to believing God’s Truth about your situation, rather than the lies of the enemy; it ends up being a choice. Are you going to believe the enemy, or believe God? You have a decision to make.
 
    
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Each and every day you
 
   are faced with a decision:
 
   “Are you going to believe the enemy
 
   . . . or God?
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
    You see, as a follower of Christ, following Him, is only the first of many decisions to come. In fact, there will be many more decisions to make after accepting Him as Savior . . . more so than ever before. The enemy sees that we are a threat—if we’re no longer for him, then we’re against him. Here’s one thing that will disarm him: refuse to keep a record of “wrongs,” whether it be yours or others. Destroy the records of others’ wrongs that you’re storing for your own vindication, and let go of your own wrongs that you can’t make right anyway. Trust Jesus to do that. Wasn’t His Sacrifice enough? It was enough to save the rest of the world . . . certainly, it was enough to save you from your sins. We all have fallen short of God’s glory (Romans 3:23). Bad things happen to all of the great men and women of God. Followers of Christ will endure greater hardships and more trials and tribulations than anyone can possibly imagine. Why? There is an enemy. There is a battle. God’s love gives us this life, full of free will, in order to choose which direction we will take—life or death? We must decide on which side we stand? If we stand for God, then we must forgive. It’s not an option—it’s a clear command. 
 
   At times, forgiving others might seem easier than forgiving ourselves. We wonder, “How can I ever forgive myself for what I’ve done?” We’re attacked by the enemy with thoughts like, “If only I’d made better decisions, if only I would have known, etc.” 
 
   Don’t forget that one of the red flags which signals the enemy is at work is any thought that starts with “If.” Don’t try to reason and understand sin. Accept it for what it is, repent, and receive God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
 
   Listen, God doesn’t want us bringing up the past over and over again. He’s already dealt with it. He wants you to move forward. We cannot change the past, we do not have that power and God did not give us the ability to carry it forward. We are given grace for the moment, not for the past, present, or future. He wants you to make the decision to forgive others, as well as yourself, and then let it go. 
 
   When the enemy starts attacking you and bringing up all that has already been forgiven . . . just reply, “The price has been paid,” and walk away. Do not sit down to a cup of coffee and have a walk down memory lane with the enemy. 
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Don’t try to reason and understand sin.
 
   Accept it for what it is, repent, and
 
   receive God’s mercy and forgiveness.
 
   Receive His grace.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   That little time spent together will lead you into a downward spiral—straight into his web of lies. Listen, the enemy wouldn’t be attacking you if he weren’t trying to keep you from something! If you weren’t walking right into God’s will . . . he would care less! Forgiving yourself and others could very well be the key to bringing about the break–though you’ve been seeking in your life. Forgiving ourselves, and others, clears us of self–righteousness and pride which allows the power of God to be unleashed in and through us. 
 
   Remember what God has told us, “The degree to which we forgive others will be the degree to which we are forgiven.” To what degree are you forgiving others? To what degree are you forgiving yourself? In order to completely unleash the power of God in our lives, we must forgive ourselves and forgive others—there is no other way. Child of God, there is no past in your future. Allow the blood of Christ to fulfill its purpose in your life, allow it to remove your guilt and satisfy God’s justice. When we withhold forgiveness from ourselves and others, we’re saying that God’s plan didn’t work . . . the Cross was not enough. God says, “You’re not guilty,” through the blood of Christ—don’t argue with Him.
 
     ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   There is no past in your future.
 
   Allow the blood of Christ to fulfill
 
   its purpose in your life . . .
 
   allow it to remove your guilt 
 
   and satisfy God’s justice.
 
   In Christ, “You’re NOT guilty!”
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
 
   We wrestle with this whole thing. We wonder how it is that God can even begin to forgive our sins and the sins of the world. Why would He choose to do that? It honestly doesn’t make a whole lot of sense. None of us at any point in our lives are without sin, so why does He keep forgiving? Why did He offer up a sacrifice for us? Why did He shed His own blood? There is only one answer which we struggle even further to understand, it is by His “grace.” If His grace is sufficient for all things (2 Corinthians 12:9) then, it is sufficient for you.
 
   
 
 
   


  
 

~Chapter 6~
 
   
 
 
   By the Grace of God
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
     
 
   God is not a mortal like me,
 
   so I cannot argue with him 
 
   or take him to trial.
 
   If only there were a mediator 
 
   who could bring us together, 
 
   but there is none.
 
   The mediator could 
 
   make God stop beating me,
 
   and I would no longer live
 
   in terror of his punishment.
 
   Then I could speak to him 
 
   without fear, but I cannot do that 
 
   in my own strength.
 
   Job 9: 32–35 (NLT)
 
    
 
   When we speak about grace, we usually think about the favor of God. There is nothing we can do to earn God’s grace—it’s simply given out of His great love for us. That’s grace . . . God freely gives us what we do not deserve. Many people live believing that God’s grace stops at the Cross . . . simply giving us salvation. But, God’s grace flows into our lives every moment of every day, bringing us hope, peace, and security through Christ. God’s grace makes us everything we are and gives us every good thing we have. His unconditional love is only given by His grace. God sees us through the eyes of grace—His grace embraces us completely. Although we may be faced with difficulties, we can rest assured that they come enveloped in the grace of God.
 
   The grace of God keeps us holy before Him, regardless of our circumstances or actions, when we are alive in Christ. Nothing we experience in life can change the presence and power of God’s grace. Grace meets us in our desperation, in our sin, and in our brokenness. The grace of God is always sufficient for our every need. We can pray all we want, we can have the faith that moves mountains, but it is all worthless and meaningless without God’s grace.
 
   
 ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   The grace of God meets 
 
   us in our desperation,
 
   in our sin, and in our brokenness . . .
 
   the grace of God is always sufficient
 
   for our every need.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   The greatest misconceptions about forgiveness is that it must be “earned,” or that we must somehow wait for the “feeling” that says we’re “ready” to forgive others. Grace can be difficult to comprehend when our flesh cries out for justice in our pain and suffering. We place limitations on the sacrifice of Christ by establishing our own set of “rules,” when it comes to forgiveness. We hinder God’s blessings in our lives when we choose un–forgiveness.
 
   We can assume that there is not one person, if given the choice, which we are, that would choose to place limits on the blessings that God has for them. Our human nature says, “There is not one good and perfect thing that I do not want God to give to me.” What amazing love, mercy, and grace, would be seen if we would say to those who have betrayed us, those who have left us sitting among the ashes and brought us to our “End,” “There is not one good and perfect thing that I do not want God to give to you.” Our flesh would cry out in further pain. Jesus sweat blood over His sacrifice; so do we, when God is leading us to do something that can only come from His Divine strength and power. We cannot do it on our own—it is by His grace that we are saved.
 
   
 
 
 
   The Source 
 
    
 
   Our greatest hindrance to receiving God’s grace is that we interfere with His power. We try to handle our situations and the sin in our lives . . . on our own. We struggle to find solutions to our problems, we pray that God will implement them, and then when He doesn’t, we conclude that we just didn’t have enough faith . . . or that God isn’t faithful. We feel that if anything needs to be done, we must do it ourselves and that includes rendering justice. We look at the situations in our lives and decide that the resolution is something we have to accomplish, rather than relying on the power of God to meet our faith and fulfill His purposes for good. We look at the Word of God, become convicted by it, and then believe it is up to us to change ourselves, others, and our situations.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    We hinder God’s grace 
 
   by taking it upon ourselves
 
   to render justice. 
 
   We strive to accomplish something
 
   that can only be done through 
 
   God’s divine hand.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   But, it is the grace of God that brings about that change. We must learn to submit to the Lord and wait.
 
    
 
   And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever–increasing glory which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:18 NIV) 
 
    
 
   We must realize that it is not in our own abilities that we can change ourselves or our situation. We must release our faith, trusting that only God can do all things. Only He can change you, others, and the situations in your life; it is by His power and His grace. We can try all we want . . . we’ll only end up frustrated . . . we’ll find ourselves immobilized at “The End.” 
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   When there is a need, 
 
   Jesus is ALL we need.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   The critical question is, “Who is in control?” If God is in control, then He is the source of whatever it is that we need. Whether it is strength, hope, or anything else . . . He is all we need.
 
   The harder we try to make ourselves or our situations “right,” the more frustrated and hopeless we will become. We have to stop “trying” and begin completely “trusting.” We are continually striving to obtain right standing with God and acquire the desires of our hearts; yet, God desires to give those things to us . . . not by our works, but by His grace. God wants us depending upon Him as our source of everything. He wants us to set aside our pride that says, “We are able,” and come to an understanding that only He is able. He wants us to receive what He is giving. 
 
   We actually see this in the life of Job. At the very beginning of this Book, we are told: 
 
   When a period of feasting had run its course, Job would send and have them (his children) purified. Early in the morning he would sacrifice burnt offering for each of them, thinking, ‘Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.’ This was Job’s regular custom. (Job 1:5 NIV)
 
 
   Reading through this Scripture, we wonder, “Exactly, what’s the point?” What was so significant about this portion of the account of Job’s life? In its context, it actually seems very awkward to even mention it. Was it to show that He was so incredibly faithful to God or was it to show that his children’s behavior was less than godly? When you read through the first chapter, this particular verse seems a little odd. But as we journey through the life of Job and as we more clearly understand God’s grace, it all comes together. What Job was doing was declaring the righteousness of himself and his children by his “works.” His belief was that if there was something his children had done that fell short of giving God glory, then he, could offer up sacrifice and make their wrongs . . . right.
 
   
 ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   God will do whatever it 
 
   takes to rid us of self–righteousness. 
 
   And more often than not,
 
   it includes a season of suffering.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   God needed to humble Job. He may have been “blameless and upright and feared God,” but God still had work to do within Job in order to complete him into the masterpiece He intended for him to be. 
 
   Self–righteousness—it separates us from God, it keeps us from receiving His grace, completely. If we are to ever see God, if we are to hear from Him, and walk with Him in our daily life, He must rid us of self–righteousness; He will do what it takes to accomplish that goal. More often than not, it includes a season of suffering. It generally entails sitting in silence and waiting on God through many, seemingly, empty chapters of life. We are no different than Job, except that often times, our faith falls short—we fail to keep our eyes on the Redeemer that lives! We turn and walk away from God just before He gets ready to show up.
 
    
 
   You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what He has promised. (Hebrews 10:36 NIV)
 
    
 
   It’s easier to give into discouragement and doubt, rather than to keep stepping out in faith. It’s much easier to believe in what we can see, rather than what we cannot. The road to Victory in our life is not an easy one. In order to receive the reward that God has promised, we must “persevere.” Be determined to be led by God, not by your feelings or emotions. Stay focused on God—believing what He says about your life. If you are going to persevere, you’re going to have to shut out all that will distract you from hearing God.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   God will give us the 
 
   strength and endurance
 
   to persevere no matter 
 
   what we face in life . . .
 
   He has set before us . . .
 
   the Cross.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Sometimes, as in Job’s case, it may mean dismissing what others say. Job’s very well intentioned friends tried to convince him that in some way he had sinned against God; yet, Job knew that he had not. Job knew truth and he saw past the false accusations and looked to his God. Sometimes, it means distancing ourselves from others and situations, so that we can have one on one time with God. Just like Job, our faith must be strong enough to turn away from discouragement and turn to God. God will strengthen us and give us the endurance to persevere no matter what we face in life. We, unlike Job, have the great privilege of seeing what it’s like when the curtain of our life is pulled—we know that there is a spiritual scene. We stand on this side of the Cross . . . surely we can walk forward in life with persevering faith! God has set before us . . . the Cross.
 
    We saw that in Job’s life, behind the scenes, God was in control; He was at work in Job’s life, and God is at work in your life too. Just because you don’t see Him or you don’t understand what He’s doing, doesn’t mean He’s not at work. God has works to do in all of us; it never ends. God didn’t need Job to keep diligently seeking to be “blameless and upright”—He wanted to rid Job of his self–righteousness . . . freeing him from that bondage. He wanted Job to understand His grace.
 
    As we come to understand in the life of Job, as well as in our own lives, our blessings will come; but often times, God has some work to do in us to prepare us for what we will receive. His first step in creating the masterpiece of our lives is always the same. God brought Job to the same place that He must bring all of us, the place that usually exists in the valley and usually upon our knees; a place of desperation for a Savior.
 
   
 
 
   A Savior
 
    
 
   One day, we will come to realize that life is more than it appears on the surface. When we finally reach that conclusion, it is then, we begin to dig deeper and question just why it is that the events in our lives take place as they do. As we have learned in the book of Job, God is diligently at work behind the scenes of our lives. God has a plan; He has a purpose for all that He allows and every action that He takes. There is nothing in our lives that we experience that is not sifted through God, first. We have also learned that, at times, He may very well allow us to walk through the valley of the shadow of death; it is there, where we meet God face to face and understand our need for a Savior. 
 
   In Romans Chapters 2 and 3 it teaches us that the Old Testament Law was given, so that God’s people would strive to keep it. He knew that we would discover we could not and then realize the need for a Savior. Too often, we cling to the Law and self–righteousness. We continue to believe that we must do everything that is pleasing to God, in order for Him to set us free . . . in order for us to be “acceptable” in His eyes. But God wants us coming to that place of saying, “Lord, I can’t do it. I know my life is not matching up to Your requirements.” As we dig deeper into God’s Word, it becomes a mirror and we clearly see in the reflection—something that is far less than what God desires.
 
   
 ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   We must stop trying to obtain
 
   through our own efforts
 
   what God is trying 
 
   to give us by His grace.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   When we look to the Cross, we see how far we have to go. We wear ourselves out trying, doing everything possible, to make ourselves right with God. We find ourselves in a vicious cycle of trying and failing; many give up and walk away. God told us that we would come to this place in Galatians 3:10–11 (AMP):
 
 
   And all who depend on the Law [who are seeking to be justified by obedience to the Law of rituals] are under a curse and doomed to disappointment and destruction, for it is written in the Scriptures, Cursed (accursed, devoted to destruction, doomed to eternal punishment) be everyone who does not continue to abide (live and remain) by all the precepts and commands written in the Book of the Law and to practice them. Now it is evident that no person is justified (declared righteous and brought into right standing with God) through the Law, for the Scripture says, The man in right standing with God [the just, the righteous] shall live by and out of faith and he who through and by faith is declared righteous and in right standing with God shall live.”
 
   God could not be any clearer. We are struggling to do the impossible. We are trying to reach a goal that is unobtainable. The only way to set ourselves free of the vicious cycle is by clearly understanding the grace of God. Our “trying,” must be exchanged for “trusting.” We must quit trying to obtain through our own efforts what God is trying to give us by His grace.
 
    
 
   For it is by free grace (God's unmerited favor) that you are saved (delivered from judgment and made partakers of Christ's salvation) through [your] faith. And this [salvation] is not of yourselves [of your own doing, it came not through your own striving], but it is the gift of God; Not because of works [not the fulfillment of the Law's demands], lest any man should boast. [It is not the result of what anyone can possibly do, so no one can pride himself in it or take glory to himself.] (Ephesians 2:8–9 AMP)
 
 
   Job 9:32–35 (NIV) is such a powerful and incredible moment in the life of Job. He comes to the place where, we too, find ourselves, in the ashes of our lives. We cry out from the depths of our heart . . . realizing we are helpless:
 
 
   If only there were a mediator between us, someone who could bring us together. The mediator could make God stop beating me, and I would no longer live in terror of his punishment. Then I could speak to him without fear, but I cannot do that in my own strength.
 
 
   It is the cry for a Savior. If you have not come to this place, know that as you sit among your ashes, as you find yourself at “The End” . . . God is waiting. He is waiting on you to cry out to Him for the Savior that He sent.
 
 
   But the Lord waits for you to come to him so he can show you his love and compassion. For the Lord is a faithful God. Blessed are those who wait for him to help them. (Isaiah 30:18 NLT)
 
    
 
   Whatever it is you’re dealing with in life, He’s waiting for you to take it to the Cross. God allows us to come to this place of desperation because He knows that the only time we will go to Him and find His grace is when we have gotten ourselves into a situation or circumstance that we can’t handle on our own. It is then that we realize we are not able to go it alone. This place that we find ourselves in reminds us that we were formed from dust, and we are nothing without God. We are helpless and worthless without a Savior. We are nothing, without Jesus.
 
    
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   God is waiting for you to come to Him.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   We find ourselves living a life that was meant to be lived by grace, not by our works. We are faced once again with pride. When we find ourselves frustrated, helpless, and overwhelmed, we can be certain that we are not living in the grace of God. We have stopped receiving God’s grace. 
 
   You can have all the faith in the world, but if you do not receive what God is offering, His grace, you’ll continue to sit among the ashes of your life. As long as we sit in our ashes, trying to figure it all out, we will sit there without hope . . . our “End” will never find a new “Beginning.” It is always our pride that continues to push us to reason and solve our problems in life, instead of seeking God and His knowledge and wisdom. Don’t be deceived, God will leave you in the ashes (The End), when there is pride left within you. He will hold you to the fire, until you are ready to come forth as gold.
 
    
 
   For God sets Himself against the proud (the insolent, the overbearing, the disdainful, the presumptuous, the boastful) –[and He opposes, frustrates, and defeats them],but gives grace (favor, blessing) to the humble. (1 Peter 5:5 AMP)
 
    
 
    And so, we must humble ourselves, our situations and our lives to Almighty God; we must seek the Savior that He has given us. It is then, that He will lift us out of the ashes and in due time, we will be exalted.
 
    
 
   Therefore humble yourselves [demote, lower yourselves in your own estimation] under the mighty hand of God, that in due time He may exalt you. (1 Peter 5:6 AMP)
 
    
 
   It’s learning to lean on Him completely. It is having the faith to lean your entire life upon God, trusting all that you are, and all that you have, completely to Him. It is taking all the weight off yourself and trusting in His power and ability; you must trust in His wisdom and His goodness to bring you out of the valley.
 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   We are NOTHING without Jesus.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   It is at the foot of the Cross where you will find your Savior and you will find the grace of God . . . which is sufficient for your every need. And it is through your faith that you will find that grace.
 
    
 
   Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the priceless gain of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. I have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I may have Christ and become one with him. I no longer count on my own goodness or my ability to obey God’s law, but I trust Christ to save me. (Philippians 3: 8-9 NLT)
 
   
 
 
    
 
   Grace Through Faith
 
    
 
   Faith is the way in which we receive the grace of God. If we’re struggling to make things happen on our own, then we aren’t receiving the grace of God. And no matter how hard we try . . . no matter how much faith we have, we will not receive what we need, until we receive God’s grace. 
 
   Too often, we believe that we’ve had faith in our situation—we’ve had faith in God and received nothing. The problem is: We get focused upon God’s hand and not His face. We become consumed with what He gives . . . not simply who He is. Although faith is vital, it is not the actual power that will deliver us—it’s God’s grace that meets us where we are and sets us free. His grace hung on a Cross and His grace lives today. God wants us seeking Him—not just what He can do for us. And we must never forget that He knows our heart . . . we cannot fool God.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   The problem with our faith 
 
   is that we become consumed 
 
   with what God gives . . .
 
   not simply who He is.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   We must keep our eyes focused upon Him, regardless of the outcome. It is not our faith that pours out God’s blessings upon us . . . it is His faithfulness. 
 
   God’s grace will meet you in the fiery furnace, in the place where your life turns to ashes. We have all felt as though we were cast into a furnace or a pit to die—it’s the very reason we’re left with ashes . . . at “The End.” We feel as though our lives have been cast into the fire . . . we may very well be right. Job’s life was cast into the fire and he came forth as gold. Will we? Only if we have the faith that God’s grace will rescue and redeem us. 
 
   We can go to the book of Daniel and a familiar Biblical account of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Let’s truly grasp what it means to have great faith in the fiery furnace: King Nebuchadnezzar wanted them to bow down and worship his image of gold and they would not. Even though they knew they would be cast into the fiery furnace, they declared their faith in the one true God.
 
   
 If our God Whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, He will deliver us out of your hand, O king. But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image which you have set up! (Daniel 3:17–18 AMP)
 
    
 
    They first declared that they knew their God was able to deliver them—they had faith. But secondly, and maybe most importantly, they said, “But if He does not.” We must consider that God’s ways are higher than our ways and it is possible that the very ashes in which we sit in are God’s will for us . . . for reasons of which we cannot even begin to understand.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Faith in God believes Him 
 
   whether or not
 
   He shows up when, where,
 
   and how we think He should.
 
   Trusting God means 
 
   accepting His ways.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Is our faith so strong that we declare that we will praise and worship God even if He chooses to allow us to burn in the fiery furnace? Would we so easily and faithfully step forward in life, enduring the flames, while praising and worshiping God? The attitude God is looking for is one that says, “I trust you Lord. If there is anything within me that is not of You . . . burn it up.” We must surrender and have faith that the grace of God will be there to meet us in our time of need.
 
    
 
   Daniel 3:22–28 is summarized like this:
 
   The furnace that the three men were thrown into was so hot, that the fire killed the soldiers who took the three men into the furnace; as they fell in, the King leaped to his feet in amazement, as he saw the three men walking around in the fire; he was confused because he knew they had been tied; the King saw four men walking around in the fire, not three and he described them as “unbound” and “unharmed,” and the fourth looked like a son of the gods; when the King ordered the men to come out, he saw that the fire had not harmed them, there was no hair on their head singed, their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them; the King was amazed that they trusted in their God so much that they were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own.
 
    
 
    Can we say the same? Be clear on this message. Those around you will stand in awe, as your life is being thrown into the fiery furnace, and you walk around in daily life as though the flames are not harming you. They will also see someone with you, the Son of God, your Savior, walking with you. You see, there is no other explanation for your strength. God’s grace will meet you right where you are . . . it will meet your faith, even if it’s in the fiery furnace (at The End). As you receive God’s grace, you will find yourself living life “unbound” and “unharmed.” God will see to it that He keeps your life from complete destruction, and you will walk out of it all, with no smell of smoke on you.
 
    
 
   But thanks be to God, Who in Christ always leads us in triumph [as trophies of Christ's victory] and through us spreads and makes evident the fragrance of the knowledge of God everywhere, (2 Corinthians 2:14 AMP)
 
    
 
   God is faithful and His grace pours out on us when our heart says, “I have faith in God, even if He does not rescue me.” God wants to hear our hearts say that our faith remains, regardless of the outcome. Whether He rescues us or not, our faith is to remain in Him.
 
    It is so important that we keep our eyes on God to deliver us, not our faith. There is a fine line here.
 
    
 
   For it is by grace you have been saved, 
 
   through faith—
 
   and this not from yourselves, 
 
   it is the gift of God
 
   (Ephesians 2:8 NIV)
 
 
   It is through our faith that we are saved, not by our faith. God’s grace is channeled into our lives through our faith. God’s grace is a free gift to all of those who will receive it. It is by God’s grace that our prayers are answered and our every need is met. We must look beyond our faith and realize that every victory comes from God’s faithfulness, not our own. God’s grace arrives to meet us right where we are and gives us what we do not deserve. The purpose of our faith is to carry us through the valley and keep us focused on the power of God to deliver us.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Does your faith depend on God
 
   or the outcome of your circumstances?
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   We must be so careful that we do not start trusting in and relying on things, including our faith, instead of God Himself. Our faith has no power without God’s grace. We will never have any lasting victory in our lives if we do not focus upon our relationship with God and keep stepping out in faith. If we need His power . . . we must enter into His presence. 
 
   Job entered into the presence of God through his faith. As Job cried out to God continually, God met him in his ashes. (at The End) Job believed that his Redeemer lived and he came face to face with Him. And in that moment, there was a critical message that God wanted to get across not only to Job, but to us as well. Remember, in the beginning of the book of Job, where it talked about all the sacrifices Job offered so that his family would be purified? God was saying, “None of that matters if you do not receive My grace.” We are saved by grace, not by our works. Jesus said in Matthew 9:13,“I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” The message was that God wants all the glory. God wants us clearly understanding that He is everything. He doesn’t want the glory given to any person, principles, or methods. How many times must God teach us this lesson? Did we not quite get the point through the understanding of the lives of Cain and Abel? God only requires that we believe (John 6:27). And when we believe, we obey God at His Word, and allow it to guide and direct us into His will.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   In “The End,” our victory comes
 
   from God’s faithfulness—
 
   not our own.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   We often find ourselves in the same situation as Job—we need help, we need answers. We keep “seeking,” but can’t seem to “find.” Sometimes, we find answers, but they’re not the right ones. We can end up more confused than when we began . . . when we’re seeking answers and solutions somewhere other than in the presence of God. As we see within Job, no matter how much we seek and pray, we are not going to be able to hear from God . . . until we give up our reasoning and questioning and decide to just listen. Until we stop trying to understand through our human reasoning, we will never be able to discern what it is that God has to say. We must be quick to realize that confusion is not from God. It would have saved Job thirty five chapters of his life if he would have just stopped questioning and decided to sit and listen for a word from God. We are no different; we do so much petitioning that God can hardly get a word in! He’s trying to speak to us and give us peace, but we’re consumed with confusion.
 
    
 
   For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace . . . (1 Corinthians 14:33 KJV)
 
 
   Receiving God’s grace allows His power to redeem and restore. His grace allows us to let go of the worry, reasoning, and confusion. His grace enables us to receive forgiveness for the past and embrace the promises of good for the present and future.
 
   As we so eagerly struggle to understand why God would allow us to go through the deep valleys of our lives, we can only grasp the fact that without encountering situations that we don’t know how to handle, we wouldn’t need faith—we would have no need for God. God wants us fully dependent upon Him; often times, it means that He will allow us to walk into situations that are way over our head. His power is magnified in a way that is undeniable; when we realize that the power that has lifted us out of ashes and created a new “Beginning” could have only come from God.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   If God allows you to be thrown 
 
   into a fiery furnace . . .
 
   you can be certain that 
 
   He will meet you in it.
 
   He will deliver you . . . 
 
   through your faith
 
   and by His grace.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   Rest assured, God always has a plan for restoration, just as He did in the life of Job. He never would have allowed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, to walk into the fiery furnace if He did not have a plan to meet them in it. God’s grace will always meet our faith. If we want to receive His grace, we’ve got to realize that we must be depending totally upon Him—not on ourselves or others. We cannot depend on the sympathy and self–pity of others . . . we must be determined to let go of our flesh and cling to our Spirit. It’s not up to us to solve our situations—God only requires that we allow His grace to work in and through us to fulfill His purposes. Walking with God will bring us to a place of dwelling in His victory. But, in order to get to that point, we must receive God’s grace through our faith.
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Receiving Grace
 
    
 
   One of the most important things to understand in life is that we must totally depend upon God. We cannot be dependent upon Him for some things and not others. He will continue to do a work in us, until we understand that we must rely on Him completely for our every need. We’re no different than the lilies of the field, except that we tend to toil and spin! (Luke 12:27) When you come to a place of completely trusting in God, you will find yourself doing a lot less toiling and spinning and receiving a lot more of God’s grace! The only way to find real peace and joy is to truly cast all your cares upon God and trust Him to handle all the details. We must pour out our hearts before God and then trust Him to do what is best. It may not always be what seems best, but we must trust Him, regardless of the way things appear. We can never allow ourselves to walk by sight—we must walk by faith. Faith brings about the power of God’s grace. 
 
   God’s answer to our every cry is: “Receive My grace.” He wants us to stop toiling and spinning and start receiving what He is offering. Think of it this way, “Have you ever had someone try to give you a gift from their heart and you refused it for whatever reason?” If you have experienced this situation, you know that deep inside it really doesn’t settle well with you and it certainly doesn’t settle well with the giver either. Or maybe you’ve been in the place of the giver and someone refused what you wanted to give them. You can certainly imagine or relate to the feelings that come with that situation. The feelings are hard to describe, but they are very real. And for some reason, they pierce the heart. The feeling of “someone refused, or did not want, what our heart wanted to give,” causes us to feel a lack of self worth. We’re thinking as if we’re not adequate, or that what we’re giving is not adequate and maybe even perceived as “wrong.” It just doesn’t settle well and it causes our spirit to grieve. Child of God, if you can relate or have experienced this kind of situation, you have just experienced a part of what God feels on a daily basis.
 
   He grieves that we do not receive what He has to offer. If you should ever wonder if God weeps, you can be sure of it . . . all we need to do is look at Jesus.
 
    
 
   But as he came closer to Jerusalem and saw the city ahead, he began to weep. (Luke 19:41 NLT)
 
    
 
   Then Jesus wept. (John 11:35 NLT)
 
    
 
    We can never even begin to imagine the countless tears that God has cried for us. We cannot conceive the way in which He grieves over the tragedies in our fallen world. Yet, He has purpose in all that He allows and we must trust in His ways . . . through our faith. He rescued Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from the fiery furnace . . . He saved Daniel from the lion’s Den . . . He spared Jonah from the whale . . . He raised Lazarus from the dead . . . and He resurrected Jesus. Why do we still continue to believe that there is no possibility of Him lifting us out of our ashes? Quite possibly, there’s an issue within our faith that needs to be resolved; maybe that’s precisely what God is working on as we sit among the ashes of our lives. Maybe we remain at “The End” because God is preparing us for “The Beginning.” 
 
   We tend to have a plan of action to remedy our situations, yet so does God. Trust in Him, His ways are higher, beyond our understanding, and they are always better.
 
    
 
   “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord.“They are plans for good and not for disaster, you a future and a hope. In those days when you pray, I will listen. If you look for me in earnest, you will find me when you seek me.” (Jeremiah 29:11 NLT)
 
    
 
   Before we can ever begin to be lifted from the ashes we sit in . . . we must be sifted; God must rid us of our pride and we must receive the love, mercy, and grace that He is offering. Let nothing separate you from Him—let nothing keep you from receiving the gift He is offering you. He wants you to know, you are not worthy on your own, but Christ is worthy. He took your place, He stands for you, and you are made righteous through Him. Let your faith be faith in Him and allow His grace to flow through it.
 
    
 
   Truth tells us that we cannot earn God’s grace:
 
    
 
   And since it is through God’s kindness, then it is not by their good works. For in that case, God’s grace would not be what it really is—free and undeserved. (Romans 11:6 NLT)
 
    
 
   Truth tells us God’s grace is according to our faith:
 
    
 
   So the promise is received by faith. It is given as a free gift. And we are all certain to receive it, whether or not we live according to the law of Moses, if we have faith like Abraham’s. For Abraham is the father of all who believe. (Romans 4:16 NLT)
 
    
 
   We must clearly understand the message here. We never have been, never will be, completely obedient to the “law.” God has given us the Ten Commandments, not to condemn us, but to convict us . . . we are guilty! No one has, nor ever will uphold the Law, except for Christ. He is the only way for us to be declared, “Not guilty,” before God. We must realize, each and everyday, that we cannot do something so great, say something so wonderful, or achieve something so outstanding in this life that will cover our sins and make us right with God. The more we try, the more we will fail—only by the grace of God are we forgiven and our spirit made complete. 
 
   God met Job where he was, in the ashes of his life . . . at “The End.” Although He did not provide answers to Job’s suffering, He brought him to a place of understanding that he must simply trust in His ways. Truth tells us that no matter what it takes to get there . . . God’s ways always lead to good. His ways are what will restore, redeem, and rebuild the brokenness in our lives. His grace will lift us from the ashes that we sit in . . . when we receive it. It’s His grace that offers us new life . . . allowing us to let go of the “The End” . . . and embrace “The Beginning.”
 
   


  
 

~Chapter 7~
 
   
 
 
   The Beginning
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   So the Lord blessed Job 
 
   in the second half of his life
 
   even more than in the beginning.
 
   Job 42:12 (NLT)
 
    
 
   As we sift through the ashes of our lives and after we have taken a journey through the life of Job . . . we have had the chance to glimpse the ways of God. Just like Job, we continually struggle for answers in our own lives. We struggle to understand how it is that God could possibly use our suffering for good. We can find the words of Job resonating in our souls,
 
    
 
   He throws me into the mud,
 
   and I am reduced to dust and ashes.
 
   (Job 30:19 NIV)
 
    
 
   We are consumed with hopelessness and flooded with doubt . . . wondering if God will even show up. We hold on to un–forgiveness—we hold onto the pain, believing in the possibility that we can bring justice to our situation. Our soul continues to cry out, “Why?” The truth is slowly understood, as we realize we may never find the answers we are seeking. Job came into God’s presence and walked away without answers as to “why” he had to lose all of his children, everything he owned, and suffer physically beyond comprehension. He found no comfort in the tragedy, except that God was still God. That was enough for Job. In the presence of Almighty God, Job realized that he was nothing. God humbled him and he found that it was by God’s grace that He was given air to breathe. And dear child of God, just knowing that God holds our lives in the palms of His hands should be enough for us, too.
 
    
 
   Why do you contend against Him?
 
   For He does not give account 
 
   of any of His actions.
 
   [Sufficient for us it should be to know
 
   that it is He Who does them.]
 
   (Job 33:13 AMP)
 
    
 
   God’s sovereignty has to be enough to lift us from the ashes. What else is there? What greater assurance is there than to know that there is an Almighty, Sovereign God and He is on your side? What greater joy is there than to know that you can take your life before the Creator of the Universe? When we are tempted to throw in the towel and give up the fight of faith, we must stand firm and recall . . . the ways of God.
 
   
 
 
    
 
   God Uses It All
 
    
 
   When we’re struggling through the valleys of our lives, we’re often overwhelmed with wondering, “Isn’t there another way?” We so easily forget that God is all–knowing and all–loving. In the battle of our faith, we are attacked with thoughts that keep us from believing that God has our best interest in mind. But through our faith, we can stand upon the Word that tells us that God’s ways are perfect. Although we cannot possibly understand all that He is doing, we know that He loves us and has a good plan for our lives. We must rest assured, through God’s Word, that although Satan may be given permission to put us to the test and we might go through great suffering, God will use it all for good. We must choose to always trust God and leave every detail to Him. 
 
   Although we sit in the ashes of suffering, God has a plan for our redemption. We must understand that God will use our suffering to fulfill His good and perfect will. As we suffer and we pray, and we encounter those times when we feel as if our prayers are not being answered, we have seen through the life of Job that God is at work behind the scenes of our lives. Although we cannot see what He is doing, we must trust that He is diligently and patiently at work, fulfilling His good purposes. He is refining us as silver.
 
   
 For you, O God, tested us; you refined us like silver. (Psalm 66:10 NIV)
 
    
 
   He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver;
 
   (Malachi 3:3 NIV)
 
    
 
   There is a familiar story about a woman from a Bible study group who had decided, after the study on “being refined as silver,” to visit a silversmith. Her purpose was to better understand what this Scripture meant and get a deeper understanding into the ways of God. So, she offered to find out the process of refining silver and get back to the group at their next Bible Study. That week, the woman called a silversmith and made an appointment to watch him at work. She didn't mention anything about the reason for her interest beyond her curiosity about the process of refining silver. As she watched the silversmith, he held a piece of silver over the fire and let it heat up. He explained that in refining silver, one needed to hold the silver in the middle of the fire where the flames were hottest as to burn away all the impurities. The woman thought about God holding us in such a hot spot; then she thought again about the verse that says: "He sits as a refiner and purifier of silver." She asked the silversmith if it was true that he had to sit there in front of the fire the whole time the silver was being refined. The man answered that “yes,” he not only had to sit there holding the silver, but he had to keep his eyes on the silver the entire time it was in the fire. If the silver was left a moment too long in the flames, it would be destroyed. The woman was silent for a moment. Then she asked the silversmith, "How do you know when the silver is fully refined?" He smiled at her and answered, "Oh, that's easy—when I see my image in it."
 
    If there’s one thing we should understand from Malachi 3:3, it’s that God never leaves us. He is holding us through our pain and suffering. He is refining us in the fire—carefully watching all that is going on in the process. He holds us in the hottest part of the fire, so that all impurities will be burned away. Yet, He will make sure that the flames do not consume us.
 
    
 
   When you pass through the waters, 
 
   I will be with you;
 
   and when you pass through the rivers,
 
   they will not sweep over you.
 
   When you walk through the fire 
 
   you will not be burned;
 
   the flames will not set you ablaze. 
 
   (Isaiah 43:2 NIV)
 
    
 
   We might not be able to see what God is doing, but He is patiently at work fulfilling His will in our lives. There are things within us that need refinement. Some things we’re aware of . . . some things we’re not. Sometimes, when we call out to God, He reveals those things, at other times, He takes us through trials and tribulations (the fire) and we don’t understand what He’s doing, until His work is done—until we see the gold. What a wonderful vision, that as we are purified by the fire, when He is finished, God will see Himself in us.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   We can’t fully understand God,
 
   so we shouldn’t waste our time “trying.“
 
   In times of doubt . . .
 
   He’s increasing our faith
 
   by asking us to simply “trust.”
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   But why, why does it have to be that way? Why the fire? Well, sometimes it is the only way that it can be done. We may think there is another way. Jesus called out to God in the Garden of Gethsemane . . . pleading for another way . . . and yet, there was no other way. God is able to see everything from “Beginning to End.” He knows what it takes to get us to the place He wants us to be. He allows suffering to bring about our continuous dependence upon Him. He wants us constantly relying on Him and trusting in Him at all times. 
 
   Just when we think our faith is complete . . . He increases the heat—just enough to perfect us . . . not destroy us. God is building perseverance within us, so that we will have a hope that never disappoints us. Do you think that once Job had heard from God, and had received greater blessings in second half of his life, that he ever went before God in the same way as when he was faced with his trials? Doubt it, seriously. In fact, we can probably say with complete confidence, “no.” God wants you in that place—He wants you to be filled with the faith that never fails.
 
   
 
 
   Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. (Romans 5: 1–5 NIV)
 
    
 
   When we’re seeking God and stepping out in faith, we can know that God has purpose for the trials of our lives. He can bring purpose from the mountains and He will reveal Himself in amazing ways through the valleys. As we walk through the valley, as we sit among our ashes, as we’ve come to “The End,” it’s how we respond that will determine our outcome. Will we daily walk forward trusting God or will we walk in the same shoes as the Israelites?
 
    
 
   
 
 
   But Why?
 
    
 
   No matter what we do . . . our soul still begs the question, “Why?” As our spirit is consumed with hopelessness, we wonder if God is truly trustworthy. We may not be able to fully understand God’s ways, but He has given us glimpses of how he works throughout the Bible. We find in the book of Exodus, that often times, our lives are no different from the Israelites in the desert—except that we have a much greater understanding of God’s ways . . . we’ve read the Bible and we can know it from “Beginning to End.” 
 
   You see, even as God led His chosen people, slaves, out of captivity, their behavior showed no trust in God. Throughout the plagues of Egypt (Exodus 7:14–12:30), the Israelites saw amazing miracles, and yet, they did not walk forward with the understanding that God was in control. Their behavior certainly did not represent a love of God, when on their way out of Egypt they robbed the Egyptians of gold and silver (Exodus 12:35–36). Even as they headed toward the Red Sea, out of captivity, as Pharaoh’s army closed in, they were furious with Moses. They said to him,
 
    
 
   Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians?’ It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians that to die in the desert! Exodus 14:11–12 (NIV)
 
    
 
   Don’t we feel the same way in our own lives? We feel God has brought us into the desert and we cry out “Why?” We fail to see the hand of God. Our nature is to walk by sight and not by faith in God. 
 
   Throughout the Israelites lives, they failed to see God’s provision. God’s power was so powerfully demonstrated to them when He parted the Red Sea . . . you’d think that one miracle would be enough to convince anyone of the power of God for a lifetime! Yet we learn,
 
    
 
   In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the Lord’s hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death. Exodus 16:2–3 (NIV) 
 
    
 
    
 
   God heard them and sent quail and manna to eat. He provided enough water to sustain them in the desert. Now, didn’t they just see the parting of the Red Sea . . .on top of all the many other miracles He had already done? How could they have so little faith? Even as Moses went up on Mount Sinai, people were still complaining. God’s manna wasn’t enough, they wanted something better . . . they wanted more. What we find is that God’s patience was wearing thin.
 
    
 
   Now the Lord will give you meat, and you will eat it. You will not eat it for just one day, or two days, or five, ten or twenty days, but for a whole month—until it comes out of your nostrils and you loathe it—because you have rejected the Lord, who is among you, and have wailed before him, saying, ‘Why did we ever leave Egypt?’ (Numbers 11:18–20)
 
    
 
   And so, God’s chosen people continued to complain with very little faith. They had faith when God showed up, but the moment the miracle had passed, they were back to self indulgence. It’s called living life from one spiritual high to the next. We’re all guilty of it.
 
   The Israelites wandered in the desert for forty years because of their lack of faith. It was a trip that should have only taken eleven days! So as we look at our own lives, as we long for the Promised Land, the land of milk and honey, the place in our lives where we can experience peace and joy, we can find
 
   
 ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Are you living from one 
 
   spiritual high to the next?
 
   God is just as present and powerful
 
   in the mundane as He is the miraculous!
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   God . . . in the desert of our lives. We can find Him in the pain and suffering. Even in the midst of our complaining and lack of faith, God is there. He is with us in the ashes of our lives . . . He stands with us at“The End.”
 
   What we learn from the rest of this account in the Bible is that far from many who began the journey to the Promised Land actually saw it. All of them could have and would have, if they would have chosen God, in the way that He had chosen them. Instead of questioning God and His ways, they should have been questioning their own.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Instead of questioning the “ways of God,”
 
   we should be questioning our own.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    We can’t live life “our way” and expect “God–kind” of results. His ways reap His results; our ways reap our own. So as we’re crying out to God, “Why?” . . . the answer may lay right before us—if we’ve been faithful to God, there may be something He’s trying to show us. He may be trying to get us to understand our true condition and give us greater faith for what lies ahead. When we are truly humble before God, we realize we are nothing and that He is everything.
 
    We’ve seen Job crying out to God. We saw him go before God in bitter complaint. We all have. Just like Job, as we bring our complaints before Almighty God, we are humbled and realize that we are unworthy of His presence. We can say that Job was far smarter than the Israelites.
 
    
 
   He throws me into the mud,
 
   and I am reduced to dust and ashes.”
 
   (Job 30:19 NIV)
 
    
 
   We are but dust and ashes. With a play on familiar words, “God brought us into this world and He can take us out!” It is vital that we understand our place in this world and in God’s Kingdom. It’s not about us . . . it’s all about Him. Instead of complaining to God, instead of begging Him to move our mountain, instead of angrily questioning His ways, we should be drawing nearer and praying for greater faith. If we will trust Him, He will use even the most tragic things in life to ultimately bless us and/or others. There are many reasons why we must suffer; but we can rest assured, as a child of God, whatever is allowed in our lives is approved by an all–knowing, all–caring, and all–loving God.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   It’s not about us . . .
 
   it’s all about Him.
 
   It’s not about
 
   our story . . .
 
   it’s about His glory.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   One day, more than likely, you will get a glimpse of why it is that God allowed the suffering in your life; you will come to realize why it is that you were among the dust and ashes of your life. As your life begins again . . . you’ll understand why it is that God allowed you to come to “The End.”
 
    
 
    . . . All that I know now is partial and incomplete, but then I will know everything completely, just as God knows me now. (1 Corinthians 13:12 NLT)
 
    
 
   It may not happen anytime soon, it may not happen until you see God face to face. Regardless, we are to do one thing and one thing only . . . in the words of Jesus, “Have faith in God” (Mark 11:22).
 
    We must realize that sometimes we must lose something, in order to gain everything. Jesus surrendered His life to have eternal life and He has offered it to all who will believe. God uses our suffering, and He uses it in a way that is beyond our understanding. The suffering of Christ was not without good reason. That reason could not be understood at the time; it is one that will not be fully realized until Jesus comes again.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Sometimes we must lose . . .
 
   or give up . . . something,
 
   in order to gain everything.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   As we walk through the desert, we must be determined to keep focused upon God. We must be diligently seeking His guidance and depending upon Him to supply our every need for the moment for which we need it—without all the doubt and disbelief. We need to be determined to have faith, so that we’re not wandering in the desert for forty years! We must trust ourselves to God—a God that is abundant in love and mercy and who’s grace is more than sufficient.
 
    
 
   So then, those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good. (1 Peter 4:19 NIV)
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Waiting On God
 
    
 
   As we wander in the desert, as we sit among the ashes of our life, struggling to trust God . . . we wonder if and when He’ll show up. When will we hear from Him? Job heard from God after thirty–five chapters of his life. We can’t be certain when or where God will show up in our lives, but one thing is for sure: Whenever it is, it will be at the perfect time and in the perfect place. Often times, He shows up with a message and purpose that was beyond all that we were expecting. God has shown us, time and time again, He is always worth seeking after and worth waiting for. Understand clearly that God’s timing is not even comparable to ours . . . His calendar looks much different than those we hang on our walls. He accomplishes His purposes in His timing, not ours.
 
    
 
   But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is like a thousand years to the Lord, and a thousand years is like a day. (2 Peter 3:8 NLT)
 
    
 
   Most of the time, we rush to judgment or panic and wonder why God is so silent. . .why He takes so long. . .but in our "moments of faith" and with our emotions under control, often times we can look back in hindsight and see why He delayed. We tend to think God is “slow”. . .we question all the waiting and if He's really working. . .but we must rest assured through His Promises, that He is at work on our behalf for things in our future that are for good. He never slumbers. Indeed, he who watches over Israel never slumbers or sleeps (Psalm 121:4 NLT).
 
   We can find that in those times where God is silent . . . He is drawing us nearer. It’s in times of doubt that we are given the opportunity to strengthen our faith and stand upon our declaration that "we believe God". . . it's walking out our faith, regardless of what we "see." Then, when His silence is broken, He suddenly intervenes on our behalf . . . or at least it seems suddenly. But to God . . . it's all no surprise . . . it happened just as He had planned it all along. God is never late, and He's usually not early . . .He's always right on time!
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   When God shows up 
 
   in our lives, it seems as though 
 
   He “suddenly” arrived . . .
 
   but it’s really no surprise . . .
 
   it’s happened just as 
 
   God planned all along.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   We can look back upon history and see that God showed up in the Garden of Eden to confront Adam and Eve . . . He brought special instructions asking Abraham to sacrifice his only son . . . He surprised Moses by talking to Him through a burning bush . . . He instructed Joshua with unbelievable instructions on how to fight the battle of Jericho . . . and then after the resurrection, Jesus made surprise visits to His mother and His Disciples. One of the most amazing surprises was when He confronted Paul on his way to Damascus—a man who persecuted Christians and was far from Him.
 
   He appeared to Paul, “unexpectedly.” God’s supernatural power blinded Paul and then gave him sight like he had never known. He was blind, to Truth, and God gave him eyes to see.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Our faith should always believe
 
   that our lives are lived best 
 
   in the timing of God,
 
   not our own.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   More often than not, whatever it is we’re dealing with in life, we’re going to have to “wait on God.” His ways are higher. The fullness of His works is far too difficult for us to even begin to understand. So it brings us to a place of having to completely rely in and trust in Him . . . even when we cannot see the next step in front of us. 
 
   There is probably no greater virtue in your faith walk than to learn how to wait on God—to learn how to wait in a way that is pleasing to Him. As God works, He wants us waiting with a faith that refuses to doubt, complain, question, and second guess Him.
 
   You see, patience is learned. You don’t just pray for God to give you patience and then magically, you’re filled with patience. As with anything else in your spiritual growth, God is going to grow you by giving you opportunities to “walk out your faith.” 
 
   Our faith should always believe that our lives are lived best in the timing of God, not our own. We must trust that His ways are always best. Trying to understand and figure out His plan will only bring about more doubt and despair—it’s impossible to fully understand Him. He has given us glimpses of His ways through His Word, but His Divine plan goes beyond all human comprehension. If God revealed everything to us, we would have no need for Him, we wouldn’t need to trust Him, and we would have no desire to have a relationship with Him. God wants us to know Him. He wants us to know that at any given moment . . . He can move suddenly. God wants you to rest in His faithfulness and clearly understand that your greatest disappointment, your deepest valley, can develop the greatest faith and an abundance of patience that will carry you through to the Victory He is preparing in your life.
 
   Through the book of Job, we learn how God operates. You can rest assured, through His Word, that He is working behind the scenes of your life. You must trust that He is working all things for your good and you must be diligent to walk out your faith. You must cling to His Promises through times of doubt. When doubt comes knocking . . . let your faith answer.
 
    
 
   You heard their cries for help 
 
   and saved them.
 
   They put their trust in you 
 
   and were never disappointed.
 
   (Psalm 22:5 NLT)
 
    
 
   Trusting God doesn’t mean trusting Him to do things according to our will, it’s trusting that whatever He does, He does out of love. Although it may be beyond our understanding, He promises that if we will continue to trust Him, we will never be disappointed.
 
    While we wait, we can find ourselves feeling disappointed in many ways along our journey; yet, God instructs us not to allow it in our lives.
 
    
 
   Stop allowing yourselves 
 
   to be agitated and disturbed;
 
   do not permit yourselves to be 
 
   fearful and intimidated
 
   and cowardly and unsettled. 
 
   (John 14:27 AMP)
 
    
 
    God has given us a spirit of self control. If Jesus is truly living within us, then we are able to keep ourselves from being discontent. Contentment comes from fully trusting God. It comes from understanding that when you pray, God may answer “yes,” He may answer “no,” but either way, God is never wrong. You can ask God for what you want, but you must trust that if “it is right,” He will bring it to pass . . . at the right time. If it isn’t right, God will bring about His very best for you.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Trusting God means understanding
 
   that when you pray, 
 
   God may answer, “Yes,”
 
   or He may answer, “No,” 
 
   but either way, God is never wrong.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   We must learn to trust God completely if we ever want to experience peace in this life. And as we learn to fully trust Him, we find ourselves living with greater patience than we ever thought imaginable. Listen, God wants you to not only trust Him in some things, but to trust Him in everything. Your greatest trial or tragedy can grow your faith beyond all your comprehension if you will continue to keep your eyes on God through it all.
 
   Whatever it is you’re going through, whatever it is you’re struggling with . . . know that God is with you. His eye is on every detail. In Matthew 28:20 Jesus said,
 
    
 
   I am with you always.
 
   
 God has not forgotten you, nor has He abandoned you. God is good, Jesus is real, and He gave you life on purpose. You were approved by Him and all of your circumstances are sifted through Him before they ever reach you. Whatever it is you’re going through, you can know that God has found purpose and significance in it. Draw near to Him during this time of uncertainty; continue to wait, to trust, to hope—to lean on God.
 
   
 ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   In your times of waiting,
 
   continue to trust, to hope—
 
   to lean on God.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   While you’re waiting on God and you fight the fight of faith, you can overcome the discontentment by pouring your heart and soul out to God. Job brought his life before the throne of God and honestly revealed his greatest sorrows, his painful unanswered questions, and his deepest thoughts from the innermost part of his being. If you do not honestly express yourself before God, you cannot fully embrace his love and comfort. Don’t take it to your dearest friend, your closest relative, or some stranger—bring it to God, He can take it. Nothing that you’re feeling or saying will shock or surprise Him. Don’t overlook the fact that in the book of Job, God also revealed to us that He’s a good listener! Not once did He interrupt Job in all the chapters of Job’s conversation with Him. God waited to speak . . . when Job was finished talking. Only when Job was silent, did God’s silence come to an end. Don’t forget that in your own life. In your times of despair, in your times of impatience, when you are crying more tears than you thought humanly possible, Psalm 62:8 (AMP) says:
 
    
 
   Trust in, lean on, rely on, and have confidence in Him at all times, you people; pour out your hearts before Him. God is a refuge for us (a fortress and a high tower). Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]!
 
 
   So, God wants you to get honest with Him; lay it all out and then walk forward seeking Him continually and serving Him regardless of how you feel. If you’re hurting, find someone you can comfort . . . if you’re lonely, go visit someone who is alone . . . if you’re in need, find someone who needs your help. Give and it will be given unto you. “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” God has promised to provide your every need. He wants to see your faith in Him that you believe He will. Listen, don’t wait for God to fulfill your desire or answer your prayers before you serve Him. When you step out to meet the needs of others, you are allowing the love, mercy, and grace of God to flow in and through you—God will bless you for it.
 
    While you wait on God, He wants you to prepare yourself for His answer. By seeking Him and finding contentment in your current circumstances, you’re walking out your faith. If you’re enjoying your life “as is,” then you’re demonstrating your faith in Him, regardless of what you see. You’re showing Him you are ready to receive what He has for you. You’re showing Him that you know how to walk by faith. And when you walk by faith, you’re showing God gratitude and thanks, declaring your faith in Him, living out your belief that He is sovereign. You know, there is no such thing as God being almost sovereign. So if you’re truly trusting God, if you’re believing He is who He says He is, then your Spirit and soul should be content.
 
    
 
   In Philippians 4:11–12 (AMP), the Apostle Paul said,
 
    
 
   Not that I am implying that I was in any personal want, for I have learned how to be content (satisfied to the point where I am not disturbed or disquieted) in whatever state I am. I know how to be abased and live humbly in straitened circumstances, and I know also how to enjoy plenty and live in abundance. I have learned in any and all circumstances the secret of facing every situation, whether well–fed or going hungry, having a sufficiency and enough to spare or going without and being in want.
 
    
 
   Here’s the secret: it’s trusting God—it’s relying on Him for your every need. It’s walking by faith and not by sight. It’s a life and faith that is firmly grounded in Christ.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
There is no such thing as God
 
   being “almost” sovereign.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Listen, waiting on God is never wasted time; it doesn’t mean doing nothing. God can use the “waiting times” in our lives for greater purposes than we can possibly imagine. Use your “waiting” times to draw nearer to Him and use them to gain strength for what lies ahead. While we wait upon God, He’s getting us in step with Him, He’s working behind the scenes, and He’s preparing us for His answers to our prayers. Trust God—He won’t let you down.
 
   Although it can often times seem like time is being wasted, like nothing is happening, and possibly God has forgotten about us, we must get the facts straight, so that we do not live a lie. We must clearly understand that if we’re declaring our faith in God . . . He never lets go. You see, it’s not that God has abandoned us . . . it’s that often, we abandon Him.
 
   There is nothing more important in your life than living a life of Truth; living a life that is grounded in God’s Promises for your life.
 
    
 
   I have chosen the way of truth;
 
   I have set my heart on your laws.
 
   (Psalm 119:30 NIV)
 
   
 If you choose the road that is broad, you are sure to find destruction.
 
   
Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. (Matthew 7:13 NIV) 
 
    
 
   Waiting on God is your opportunity. Each moment that you wait, you are one step closer to your encounter with God—it’s your chance to see Him face to face. You may not be able to understand His ways . . . you may not even get a glimpse of what He’s up to, but if you’re trusting in His Word, you can know with confident assurance that He is working all things for your good. He is with you always and He will never leave you nor forsake you.
 
   Your faith should always believe that your life is lived best in the timing of God, not your own. Patience is the extent to which you trust God. You must trust that His ways are always best, trust that He is diligently at work behind the scenes of your life, and trust that He can take whatever failures and disappointments you have in your life and bring beauty from your ashes.
 
    God still shows up . . . God still speaks; we just have to be waiting and expecting that He will. Are you looking for God in your life? Are you seeking His presence every moment of your day? Or do you keep Him at your bedside? 
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Regardless of how long 
 
   God takes to show up,
 
   our faith should be certain 
 
   that He will.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   God wants to walk with you every moment of your life. He is with us always . . . we simply have to acknowledge that He is. Having a greater understanding of God’s ways, through His Word, gives us insight that strengthens our faith and gives us the patience to wait upon Him. His Word gives us the hope that He will show up, He will speak to us, and it will be at the perfect moment.
 
   
Then the Lord said to me, . . . these things I plan won’t happen right away. Slowly, steadily, surely the time approaches when the vision will be fulfilled. If it seems slow, wait patiently, for it will surely take place. It will not be delayed. (Habakkuk 2: 2–3 NLT)
 
    
 
    In the ashes, we come to realize that there is nothing greater than having an intimate relationship with God. He must be our everything. Regardless of how long it takes for Him to show up, we should have faith that He will.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   God acts on behalf 
 
   of those who wait for Him.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   God’s greatest priority in our lives is to bring us to a place of having a personal relationship with Him. When we’re calling out to God to intervene in our situation, to move a mountain, or to calm a storm of life . . . we must trust God’s timing. We can rest assured, God’s timing is not our own. As we sit in our ashes, as we call out to God, we must recall His words to Job and we must understand that God is in control. Often times, we are holding God to our timetable; that’s when we give the enemy the opportunity to start filling us with doubt and disbelief. Don’t ever believe the lies of Satan.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
   Seek Truth in your situations;
 
   don’t settle for falling victim
 
   to the enemy’s schemes.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
    We may have to endure pain and suffering in life to fulfill God’s plan, but we can know through God’s Word that His ways are best. God is all–knowing. He is aware of every aspect of your life, every detail of it, past, present, and future. He knows your life from “Beginning to End.” Because He is sovereign, we should trust in His schedule. Our desire should be to follow His timing and not our own. We make decisions that are consumed with wants and desires based on imperfect perceptions and conditions, but God has perfect and infinite wisdom. Our feelings and our hearts will lie to us . . . God never will. We are promised that God will show up . . . He is faithful.
 
    
 
   Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who acts on behalf of those who wait for him. (Isaiah 64:4 NIV)
 
    
 
   Notice God doesn’t say that He acts on behalf of those who give in to self pity, hopelessness, despair, depression, and anger. He says that He acts on behalf of those who wait for Him. Getting impatient with God doesn’t get us anywhere because interfering with God’s schedule, trying to manipulate our own schedule into the picture, will cause us to dig ourselves into a deeper pit. God brought out a humble attitude in Job through his sufferings. He realized very quickly that he was not sufficient in himself . . . and neither are we. No matter what happens in our lives, no matter how anxious and overwhelmed we might “feel” . . . we must wait upon God. 
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Christ may be your Savior,
 
   but is He Lord of your life?
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   If your days are empty and filled with doubt, turn to God; make the decision to trust in Him at all costs. As we wait upon the perfect timing of God, we can show our faith and trust in Him by giving Him our time.
 
   
 
 
    
 
   Obeying God
 
    
 
   We wait for, long for, and expect God to speak to us. We long for Him to make Himself known to us; then when He does, He doesn’t tell us what we want to hear. We find ourselves with a choice of being obedient or being disobedient to God. Quite frankly, it just shouldn’t be a difficult decision. Even in our flesh, we know that disobeying God will have unbelievable and undesirable consequences. Yet, we struggle, so often, with obeying Him. We see Him, hear Him, then turn and walk away—pretending that we didn’t hear what He just said. We argue with God and the voice within us says, “Surely that can’t be right!” So, we decide to keep calling out to God, until He tells us what we want to hear. When He doesn’t respond, we declare that God just isn’t listening! God tells us what we need to hear, not what we want to hear. And more often than not, God asks us to do something that is contrary to human reason. Yet, we must faithfully step forward, doing as He’s asked, being obedient to His every command. Often times, just as in the life of Job, it means praying for those who have hurt us. It may mean forgiving what we see as unforgivable. We may have to forgive ourselves. Whatever the case may be, God expects an immediate response of faith from us. He has paid the price to redeem us, it’s the least we can do.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   Obedience to God 
 
   does not come without reward.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   We may have accepted Christ as Savior many years ago, but what we must ask ourselves is, “Is Christ Lord of our life?” As we are faced with the ashes of our lives, as our faith is sifted, we find ourselves coming back to the basics of our faith. Our Salvation depends on yielding our will to God’s and that means obeying Him. We must have a clear understanding of the price that has been paid by Jesus. He has bought you with a price . . . not so that you would be bound, but so that you might be set free! Jesus died to give to us, what we must give to others . . . forgiveness. 
 
   There is no way to get around it, we must ask for forgiveness and we must forgive. We have all sinned and we have all committed sins that appear humanly unforgivable. But, God made another way. He made “The Way”—His way. And His way is forgiveness.
 
   
 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. (1 John 2:1–2 NIV)
 
    
 
   For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. (Matthew 6:14–15 NIV)
 
    
 
   We are instructed to ask for forgiveness for ourselves and others. We are then told that if we do not forgive, then we will not be forgiven. Forgiving draws us closer to God, and holding un–forgiveness separates us from Him. Un–forgiveness holds twice the pain; we have the pain of the betrayal that caused us to suffer in the first place and then there is the pain from the bitterness we hold inside. We must always remember that regardless of our feelings, we must forgive. It’s important to understand that Jesus would not have told us to do something that was impossible for us to do. Forgiving ourselves and others is an act of our faith—an act of our will. Forgiveness is being obedient to God’s voice. 
 
   Until we are willing to forgive, God will withdraw His fellowship with us. He will remain silent, until you choose to walk forward in faith—releasing your pain to Him. Sometimes, we may even need to forgive God. We can often times, hold bitterness toward God in the depths of our soul, trying to convince ourselves that we’re not angry with Him; but often times, the reality is, we need to have a sit down discussion with Him . . . just as Job did. We are all susceptible to a root of bitterness. 
 
   If we stop to think about it, more than likely, we are holding some form of un–forgiveness. It may be over something big or it may be over someone pulling out in front of us in traffic. However how big or how small, the root of bitterness is there and we must trust God when He says, it will grow. We must get to the root; we must choose to keep anything from getting in the way of our fellowship with God. 
 
   Obeying God doesn’t come without reward. When we choose to obey Him, doing what He asks us to do, when He asks us to do it, in the way that He asks us to . . . there is a reward. Job did exactly as God asked him to . . . he prayed for his friends. He was obedient and he received God’s abundant blessings in his life. We must make the decision, many times a day, to obey God; it must be a deliberate act of our will, no matter how difficult it might seem. Jesus had to learn obedience throughout His life. And He learned it through the things that He suffered.
 
    
 
   Hebrews 5:8 (NIV) says, although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered.
 
    
 
    We are born of the flesh, not of the Spirit; if we are walking in the Spirit, it will take an act of the will to do so. Though our spiritual growth may cause us to suffer, we are also promised that our obedience to whatever God instructs us to do will bring reward. And take notice, Jesus learned his obedience from the things which He “suffered”— we are no exception. With our sufferings, we will find God teaching us His ways and leading us into His perfect will, if we will follow Him and earnestly seek Him.
 
 
   But as for you, be strong and do not give up,
 
   for your work will be rewarded. (2 Chronicles 15:7 NIV)
 
 
   But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. (Luke 6:35 NIV)
 
 
   And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. (Hebrews 11:6 NIV)
 
    
 
   We’re never going to get it all right; we will fail, often. But God is always there to get us back on His path. Trusting God must become a daily act of the will; when we decide to obey Him, we must do so, and leave all the details of its outcome to Him. What we must come to understand is that there are two paths in life, “our way,” and “His way,” and God’s way is the only way that leads to victory. So the sooner we decide to abandon our ways and embrace His, the sooner we will find ourselves with a new “Beginning.” The way that we must come to Him is without our pride; we must understand our true condition—we must repent in dust and ashes.
 
    
 
   Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes. (Job 42:6 NIV) 
 
    
 
   In order to be lifted from our ashes of life, in order to get from “The End” to a new “Beginning,” we must die to self . . . surrendering our hopes and dreams and turning them over into the hands of God. We must trust in His promises and His ways that are always for good. It is a complete surrender, holding nothing back—it is that surrender which leads to the abundance of God. 
 
    
 
   For to me, to live is Christ 
 
   and to die is gain.
 
   (Philippians 1:21 NIV)
 
 
   I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. (Galatians 2:20 NIV)
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   The Promises of God
 
    
 
   So when we hear about God’s Promises, what does that really mean? By definition, a promise means: a declaration that one will do or refrain from doing something specified, a legally binding declaration that gives the person to whom it is made a right to expect or to claim the performance or forbearance of a specified, reason to expect something, ground for expectation of success, improvement, or excellence. God has given us His Word as a “binding declaration.” He’s given us the “right to claim the performance” of His Word. He’s given us the ability to “expect success, improvement, and excellence” in our lives—if we are trusting in Him and His power to bring it about. Regardless of whether we are faithful or not, God is faithful. 
 
   God always keeps His promises. We can go to the Garden of Eden and get a clear understanding that when God told Adam and Eve if they ate from the tree of knowledge they would surely die . . . their disobedience brought about the consequences of their actions. God always follows through with what He says. There are no “ifs, ands, or buts.” God is clear about His commands and He makes them clear enough for us to decide whether we will be obedient or whether we will choose our own way.
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   God’s Word is black and white . . .
 
   there are no gray areas.
 
   There’s no use trying to 
 
   negotiate with God.
 
   God never changes 
 
   and neither will His Word.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   God’s Word is black and white—there are no gray areas. If we try to negotiate with God, the results will be far less than His best. We can see the results of Adam and Eve’s actions when God separated Himself from them—they were filled with guilt and shame . . . they ultimately faced death. God’s promises are not negotiable, we are not able to argue our case before Him and ask Him to change His mind or make an exception. No matter how unlikely God’s promises might seem . . . we must trust Him at His Word. 
 
   Whatever trials and tribulations you are facing in your life, “this too shall pass.”It may be hard to imagine and maybe even more difficult to have any hope of victory in your situation. But when you make the choice to believe Truth, when you choose to trust in God and trust in His Word . . . everything becomes possible. He offers true hope. If there is one thing that never changes . . . it is God.
 
   
 
 
   I the Lord do not change.
 
   (Malachi 3:6 NIV)
 
    
 
   He is the same yesterday and today and forever.
 
   (Hebrews 13:8 NIV)
 
    
 
   Heaven and earth will pass away,
 
   but my words will never pass away.
 
   (Matthew 24:35 NIV)
 
    
 
   When you’re looking around desperately for someone to run to, someone you can trust, God stands waiting, saying, “Here I am, Trust Me.” He wants us to come to Him and listen to what He has to say. He wants us trusting in what He has promised us. 
 
   We tend to believe that our situation is different . . . that it’s the exception to the rule. We sit in our ashes, struggling, reasoning over it all, and we don’t stop to ask what God what He’s thinking about our situations. If you ever want to see your life lifted from the ashes, you must ask God what He thinks about your circumstances—ask Him what He has to say about your life. 
 
   If God created our life with purpose, with a plan in mind, then we can be certain that He has a lot to say about it! We can’t listen to what our “feelings” say about our situations, we can’t listen to what others say about them, and we can’t ask the devil for his opinion; the only opinion that counts for something is God’s. So, we’d save ourselves a lot of empty, hopeless, painful chapters of our lives if we’d go straight to God and His Word. Job sat around and listened to His “well meaning” friends, and complained and murmured far longer than he should have. If He would have simply gone to God first, he would have jumped straight from Chapter 3 to Chapter 42. That’s a lot of chapters!
 
    
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   The Promised Land is only found through
 
   trusting in God, walking in faith
 
   and living obedient to His Word.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    Let us not forget the Israelites in the desert; let us be determined to keep our eyes upon God and His Promises, lest we wander in the desert, and possibly lose our opportunity of seeing the Promised Land. If we are to get to the land of “milk in honey” in our lives, we’re going to have to trust God, walk in faith, and live in obedience to His Word. We must go to His Word and seek what He says in each and every situation that we face. God has something to say about every detail of our lives; although it may not be what we want to hear, it is what we need to hear, in order to live with any victory in our life while here on earth. Victory can only come in living life . . . God’s way.
 
   We can rest assured, God’s way is the best way; it always has been and always will be. We can seldom change what happens to us in life because we are not in control. But what we can control is how we respond to it; to be lifted from the ashes of our life, we must respond to it God’s way. God’s greatest desire for you and your life is that you know Him intimately and that you walk in His ways. His way is not the easiest way . . . that is for certain.
 
 
   Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. (Matthew 7:13–14 NIV)
 
    
 
   Walking by faith, and not by sight, is difficult when we live in a world in which we see. What is before us is much easier to believe in, rather than those things which we cannot see. The mountains in our lives are quite evident—what is on the other side of them is difficult to even imagine . . . especially, since often, we don’t have a clue how it is we get to the other side. But God makes the way. God has a plan. He has a plan of restoration and redemption for your life from whatever state it is in. He is able to do the impossible. 
 
   Rest assured . . . there is an end to your faith. Not your faith in God, but your faith in whatever it is you’re believing God for. When you continue to trust God, your mountains will be moved and your life will be transformed. It will not be a question of how your life is different, but a realization that nothing is the same . . . and your faith will grow. You will witness God’s hand in your life; but as He works, you will not see Him . . . you will catch no glimpse of Him, but He knows the way you take . . . and when He has tested you, His awesome power will make your faith more precious than gold.
 
    
 
   When he is at work in the north, I do not see him; when he turns to the south, I catch no glimpse of him. But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come forth as gold. (Job 23: 9–10 NIV)
 
    
 
   In the valley of your life, when you’re at “The End,” you will know the presence of God like never before; once you’re on the mountaintop, once you hold your “beauty from ashes,” you will be amazed at how you long for that valley, those ashes. You will find that after you have trusted God, when He meets your faith and answers your prayers in the most profound ways, you will look back and have a desire to run back into the valley—not because you desire to go through pain and suffering, but because looking back, you see that you were closer to God than you’ve ever been. After your faith has been sifted, you will find that there is no other place you want to be than in the presence of God . . . even if that means following after Him into the valley.
 
   
 ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
   When in doubt . . .
 
   simply believe.
 
   Look up when you’re down . . .
 
   and trust that God is in control
 
   even when life isn’t.
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~
 
    
 
   You will find that in the most difficult times of your life, when your Spirit is crushed beyond words, God is there. He never leaves your side. It’s your acknowledgement of His presence that will develop your faith and enable you to walk forward, assured that God will do the impossible in your life. It is your faith in Him which will call upon His power to part the Red Seas in your life and bring you into the Promised Land. It is your declaration of faith that says, “I know that my Redeemer lives,” which will bring you greater blessings in life than you ever thought imaginable.
 
   In the greatest valleys of your life, your faith must turn away from the darkness, discomfort, and despair, and turn to what God has revealed to you through His Truth; you must trust that he is incomparably greater than anything that we can humanly comprehend. As Job sat among the ashes of his life, while He was certain he had come to “The End,” there was an inner contentment that resulted from his persevering faith. 
 
   You too, can make the decision to have persevering faith through your life.
 
   Is it hard for you to imagine that kind of faith, that kind of contentment and confident assurance in God, as your life is being held to the fire? When in doubt, simply “believe.” What we learn through the book of Job is simply this: God is not obligated to explain Himself . . . just because we can’t understand His ways, does not mean that He’s out of control and doesn’t have a plan. His grace will be more than sufficient in your time of need, until His plan unfolds . . . until His mercy sets in and His justice is rendered.
 
   Listen, God’s grace is calling your name. Answer God’s grace with the decision to keep stepping out in faith, regardless of what stands before you—walk by faith and not by sight. Trust God to move the mountains in your life, trust Him to bring beauty from your ashes, trust Him to bring a new “Beginning” from “The End,” and you will find out what it’s like to finally . . . see God.
 
   I know that you can do all things;
 
   no plan of yours can be thwarted. You asked,
 
   'Who is this that obscures 
 
   my counsel without knowledge?'
 
   Surely I spoke of things I did not understand,
 
   things too wonderful for me to know.
 
   You said, 'Listen now, and I will speak;
 
   I will question you, and you shall answer me.'
 
   My ears had heard of you
 
   but now my eyes have seen you.
 
   Job 42:2–5 (NIV)
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   .Praise for Be Still
 
    
 
   “With this detailed study of the incident of Jesus calming the storm, Cherie Hill has not only brought new light to a familiar Gospel story, she has showed us how to both weather and grow from our personal storms. Be Still is a healing balm to the soul. My best advice—get this book, use it, and buy another one for your best friend!”
 
   —Jim Thomson, M.A., LCPC, author and speaker.
 
    
 
   “Be Still is a wealth of Scripture that readers can return to again and again for encouragement in the midst of trials. Be Still is not a book that you read once, put on your bookshelf, and then forget about. It’s a book that doesn't promise quick fixes, or endless sunshine. Instead, it is a lifeline attached to God's Word, designed to help the reader find peace in the midst of each and every storm that comes their way.”
 
   —Deborah Porter, writer, editor, and radio talk show host.
 
   “Be Still—Let Jesus Calm Your Storms combines intellectual common sense, Biblical scriptures, and an author dedicated to helping people who have suffering in their lives. If you are currently going through a storm, this book can definitely help you through it. Buy a copy for yourself, buy a copy for a friend, or leave a copy somewhere for a stranger.”
 
   —Dan Blankenship, author of  The Running Girl.
 
    
 
   “The book nicely bridges the gap between those who doubt God because there are storms and the true lessons to be drawn from those storms. One of the best parts of this book is the way the author explores creating both inner and outer peace. Many people are more troubled in their minds than they are in reality; this book can help.”
 
   —Donald M. Mitchell, Amazon.com top 10 Reviewer, Harvard Graduate, author, and CEO featured in Forbes Magazine.
 
    
 
    “Be Still, Let Jesus Calm Your Storms, by Cherie Hill, is an inspiring book that Christians, as well as all individuals who are seeking peace in a chaotic world, will find to be ‘life-changing.’ Regardless of where readers are in their walk with God, the words of the author and her use of Scripture to support her advice and encouragement will enable them to understand much more about faith and how it is the path that gives peace of mind in all situations.”
 
   —Bettie Corbin Tucker, Publisher, IP book reviewer, former radio talk show host, and published author.
 
    
 
   “I can highly recommend this book to anyone who is looking for a fulfilling life purpose. Cherie Hill has a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and has a Certificate in Biblical Counseling, but her greatest accomplishment is making a difference in the lives of people who are in need of human caring, a few warm words of encouragement and an open heart.”
 
   —Rebecca Johnson, Amazon.com top 10 Reviewer.
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Dedication
 
    
 
   This book is dedicated to God…
 
   the perfect author of my life. 
 
   My greatest joy is just in “knowing” You. 
 
   Thank you for teaching me to “Be Still.” 
 
   Most of all, thank you for loving me 
 
   enough to use my life according 
 
   to Your purposes.
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   Preface
 
   I would like to take a moment to explain exactly how this book was inspired and why I believe it can deeply change your life.
 
   As a born again Christian, I began asking God to give my life purpose and fill me in a way that the world could not. I needed something that was eternal and meaningful. And well, God answered me. I believe that God has always had a plan for me, yet it was only when I finally reached out to Him that He revealed His purpose for my life. God began to show me all of the “spiritual gifts” that He had given to me. He gave me insight as to how all of my life experiences had strengthened and developed those gifts. 
 
   You see, I have always been a good listener. For some reason, people have always felt more than comfortable revealing their most intimate problems in their lives to me. I never understood why complete strangers would open up and express their deepest pains and “storms” of life, while looking to me for some type of answer. Many times, I found myself overwhelmed with empathy, yet filled with sorrow because I was unable to provide answers or even point them in the right direction. When God finally revealed His plan for my life, I began to see the whole picture come together. God had a vision for my life… and it was in my moment of surrender that He gave me eyes to see. 
 
   God began to teach me how critical Scripture is to our lives; His Word has become the very breath that gives me life. His plan for me was to lead others to Jesus by simply providing them with Scriptures that would speak directly to their circumstances. It is in receiving God’s grace that we can live with confident hope—it is His Word that gives us the faith we need to receive that grace. It really is the Truth that sets us free and fills us with hope. His Word produces a faith in us that will never fail.
 
   And so, to make a long story short, God revealed “ScriptureNow.com” to me. I can honestly tell you that it has been the greatest blessing in my life and in the lives of hundreds of thousands of people in over 30 countries around the world. I can’t imagine one day of my life going by without reaching out and sharing the Word of God to people in this way! And God did all of this in the midst of my raging storms of life.
 
   This is where “Be Still” took on its purpose…as I have read the countless prayer requests through ScriptureNow.com, God spoke to me and showed me the miracle of “Jesus Calms the Storm” in a whole new light. This miracle goes to the heart of every single situation that we face in life, and I believe God filled me with the wisdom and insight to be able to write this book for you. 
 
   I hope that this book touches your heart and speaks to you through its message. I pray that you will always draw close to God, so that He can comfort, encourage, and rescue you through all of life’s storms. I pray that you will also visit me at:
 
    
 
   http://www.ScriptureNow.com 
 
   and experience a great blessing in your life!
 
   


  
 

Testimonies from ScriptureNow.com
 
   ________________________
 
    
 
   Oh, what a blessing…I am so thankful to God that I found your website. God speaks to me through you.
 
   Thank you for your Scriptures, they seem to always come on time.
 
   Thank you! It’s amazing how the Scriptures have gone in line with what I am dealing with!!
 
   Thank you so much for your never ending help in my life. The Scriptures were helpful, powerful, and effective in my life. 
 
   You have helped save my life. My crisis is over and God gave me a miracle!
 
   God bless you mightily for your compassionate ministry.
 
   I don’t know how you knew, but this Scripture was exactly what I needed. Thank you!!!
 
   Thank you. This is what I needed to hear!
 
   Thank you for all of your prayers and love over this year and for being a safe place to call out to.
 
   I can’t tell you just how much the daily Scriptures have blessed my heart.
 
   You know, before I found out about ScriptureNow.com, I was not lost, but not headed in the right direction.
 
   I will never be able to express the power I have experienced in the Scriptures that you send.
 
   You will never fully understand how God has used your website to turn my life around and get me moving in the right direction.
 
   I had lost all hope until I found your website, and now I am filled with a hope I have never felt before.
 
   The nine Scriptures that you sent have given me nine days of strength. I had never experienced God speaking to me until now. Thank you for using His Word to help me hear Him.
 
   I look so forward to receiving your Daily Scripture. It just seems as though God is speaking right through it!
 
   You will never quite understand the impact your Ministry is having.
 
   Thank you from the bottom of my heart for your prayers and your concerns. I don’t think I could have coped with the pressures I have found myself under if it would not have been for your caring and sending me Scripture and prayer. I now know that I will overcome through Christ!
 
   May God richly bless you for the work you are doing for Him.
 
   I’m wondering if this is really God’s email…the Scriptures you send speak so directly to me…that it must be. 
 
   


  
 

Introduction 
 
   ________________________
 
    
 
   The Storm
 
   Do you feel as though you’re in a raging storm? Storms of life flood your spirit with disillusionment, despair, and disappointment. The consuming waves of a storm in life can submerge your soul with agonizing fear. When you’re in a storm of life, it feels as though each breath might be your last. The ongoing destruction from the storm forces you to cling to anything and everything, in the hopes of somehow surviving it all. As the storm continues to rage, you suddenly realize that there’s no lifeboat—there’s no quick escape. You’re on your own. Usually, very quickly, the terror sets in; with it comes despair and hopelessness. The desperation that overcomes you, suddenly, becomes more than you can withstand. As the end seems to be drawing nearer, with each moment that passes, all you can do is stand by and watch it all unfold. 
 
   Our storms of life bring us to the point where we realize that we have nowhere to go, but to God. In a moment of overwhelming desperation, when we finally do call out to Him, we suddenly realize that our relationship with Him has grown cold. Through our cries for help, without stable ground to stand on, it’s anger that takes over and we shout, “Lord, don’t you care?”
 
   We’ve all been there, at one time or another. If you haven’t experienced a storm in your life, then Praise God; but, get ready because Jesus assured us: 
 
   I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world. (John 16:33 NLT)
 
    
 
   The Controversy of the Miracle
 
   The miracle of “Jesus Calms the Storm” has been called one of the most controversial miracles that Jesus performed. Even today, we witness those who are pronounced dead…receive life again, blind who against all odds see, illnesses that are cured without explanation, and tragic accidents where miraculously people survive. We witness miracles every day and realize that they are from the power of something far greater than what we can comprehend. 
 
   Yet, even in the face of such miracles, we allow human reasoning to get the best of us. Doubt, more often than not, wins out. We end up walking by sight, instead of by faith. So, we wrestle with our faith, just as the Disciples did on the Sea of Galilee. The battle begins…within. How do we accept someone controlling the wind and the waves in a violent storm? Even if we want to believe, this kind of miracle pushes our faith a little farther than we’d like. This kind of faith presses us beyond our comfort zone. 
 
   We like to keep God in a box. We’re comfortable with Him in some things in our lives, but not others. We’re content in keeping Him where we’ve put Him…allowing Him out of the box is just too risky—we’re not sure what to expect from Him. We’re not convinced He’ll do things the way they should be done or in the timing that they should be done. We believe that it’s possible for Him to heal someone we’re praying for, but we’re just not certain that He can do anything in our situation. We’re convinced that there are just some things that God is either too busy to deal with, or He just really doesn’t care. It has been said that to ask God for help in “small things” is wasting His time—be assured, ALL things are small to God. He is looking to and fro the earth for someone to not only call out to Him, but to believe Him (2 Chronicles 16:9).
 
   ________________________
 
   This miracle is for you 
 
   to understand the purpose
 
   of the storms in your life and 
 
   how to persevere through them. 
 
   By applying this miracle 
 
   to your life, 
 
   you will find that God can 
 
   calm all of your storms . . . 
 
   if you will just have faith 
 
   that He can. 
 
   ________________________
 
   He is looking for your faith in the midst of your storms of life. He has allowed the storm, in an effort to increase your faith, by threatening to destroy it. Out of His great love for you, He calls out to you through your storm and asks, “Who do you say I am?” (Matthew 16:15) As your life is pushed to the edge, His voice calls down from heaven…demanding an answer. It is your answer that determines whether or not you will make it through the storm and if there will be anything left in the aftermath. It is your faith in God that makes all the difference. Trust Him, and cling to your faith…God ALWAYS keeps His Word.
 
    
 
   According to your faith and trust and reliance [on the power invested in Me] be it done to you; (Matthew 9:29 AMP)
 
    
 
   The miracle in the storm on the Sea of Galilee revealed the Disciples’ lack of faith in Jesus as the Son of God. Although they had witnessed Jesus perform many miracles, they still had doubt about who He really was. It was through this miracle that their faith was truly put to the test. The Disciples believed, just as most people did, that many miracles are understandably possible, but only God could control the wind and the waves. There was no doubt in their minds that this kind of power could only come from the hand of God. God’s desire is to move His hand in your storms, as well. He is looking for your faith. 
 
   What you must understand is that this miracle was not just a story of God’s awesome power—it was not just another miracle. This miracle was for you to understand the purpose of the storms in your life and how to persevere through them. By applying this miracle to your life, you will find that God can calm all of your storms…if you will just have faith that He can.
 
    
 
   Storms Will Come
 
   After receiving thousands of emails from people all over the world through the ScriptureNow.com Ministry, I might guess that your storms are a broken relationship, a shattered marriage, depression, despair over unsaved loved ones, job anxiety, unemployment, financial failure, an illness, death, or some unexpected tragedy. Maybe you feel that life in general is a raging storm. No matter how big or small your storm, you feel that no one seems to understand; you’re convinced that you’re in the boat alone. With each agonizing moment that passes, you feel that you’re one day closer to drowning; it seems as though nothing and no one can save you. 
 
   If you aren’t currently in a storm, be on the lookout. The enemy is looking for an opportunity to send the perfect storm into your life. He is well aware of our deepest desires and our innermost struggles. Satan not only attacks us where we are weakest; more often, he attacks in those areas where we feel we are strongest. He knows exactly where pride exists. He knows we won’t see an attack coming when we’re overly confident in a particular area of our lives. He knows those places in our lives where we’ve decided to play God and we’ve shut God out. He’s able to see any crack we leave in the door, and He feels more than comfortable letting himself in. The enemy is always at work, and he is more than willing to kick you while you’re down. He’s not particularly concerned about what’s going on in your life and whether or not the timing is convenient. He’s simply out to destroy your faith in God. The enemy’s attacks are deceitful and destructive—you won’t even see what’s coming. Just as in the miracle of Jesus Calms the Storm, many times, the storms of our lives will come from out of nowhere—unexpectedly.
 
   How many times have we judged others and said, “I’d never do that. That could never happen to me…I’m too loving, too giving, too faithful, too loyal, too obedient, too prayerful, too dedicated to God. Besides, I go to church on Sunday!” Before we know it, we find ourselves in the midst of that very storm; we’re dazed and confused, wondering how we got there and how to get out.
 
    
 
   The Storm Has Great Purpose
 
   The Disciples were not exempt from a test of faith and neither are we. God’s purposes for them were so great, so critical to His plans, that He allowed a raging storm to take over their boat on the Sea of Galilee—bringing them to the edge of their faith. He increased their faith by asking them to step into a boat and risk it. 
 
   Faith isn’t faith, unless it requires taking a step into the unseen. It doesn’t take faith at all to cling to what you see. The faith that God is after is a faith that clings to Him and isn’t threatened or destroyed by adversity and uncertainty. You know that you have genuine faith when common sense tells you to stop believing, but you continue to trust God anyway. It’s all about your faith in God—don’t ever believe otherwise. 
 
   ________________________
 
   Faith isn’t faith, 
 
   unless it believes in the unseen.
 
   It doesn’t take faith at all 
 
   to cling to what you see. 
 
   Faith in God trusts Him
 
    even when you
 
   can’t see the very next step 
 
   in front of you.
 
   ________________________
 
    
 
   This unexpected storm tested these men, who considered themselves very skilled fishermen, so that their faith would be strengthened for the journey ahead. In their weakness, they realized they were helpless without their Savior. When Jesus performed the incredible miracle of calming the storm, it caused these expert fishermen, who had been through many storms on this Sea, to experience a storm that would bring them to the end of themselves. Although the Disciples were master fishermen, God took the area of the Disciples’ lives where they felt most confident… and tested them. God knew they needed to be brought to the end of their own abilities, so that they would trust in His. 
 
    
 
   ________________________
 
   Don’t be deceived,
 
   God has allowed
 
   the storm in your life . . .
 
   with a plan to use it 
 
   ALL for your good 
 
   and HIS glory!
 
   ________________________
 
    
 
   Rest assured, God is bringing you to your knees, so that you can witness His hand lift you up. The message that God needed the Disciples to understand was that it was by faith alone that they could be saved. It’s the message He wants you to know, as well. But people are declared righteous because of their faith, not because of their work (Romans 4:5 NLT). By sending the storm and testing them in it, God turned these men into the greatest witnesses for Christ that the world has ever known. Our storms will also come in those areas where we least expect them. Our pride will keep us from seeing the storms coming. It is in the areas where pride exists that Satan sees an easy target. Don’t be deceived…God allowed the storm in this miracle, and He’s allowing it in your life…with a plan to use it ALL for your good and His glory!
 
   Then the Lord asked Satan, ‘Have you noticed my servant Job? He is the finest man in all the earth—a man of complete integrity. He fears God and will have nothing to do with evil.’ Satan replied to the Lord, ‘Yes, Job fears God, but not without good reason! You have always protected him and his home and his property from harm. You have made him prosperous in everything he does. Look how rich he is! But take away everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face!’ ‘Alright, you may test him,’ the Lord said to Satan. ‘Do whatever you want with everything he possesses, but don’t harm him physically.’ So Satan left the Lord’s presence. (Job 1:8-12 NLT)
 
   Never doubt that there are spiritual conversations about you. Yes, you! You are known by name in the heavenly realms, and we know this from Isaiah 45:3 (NLT):
 
   I am the Lord, the God of Israel, the one who calls you by name.
 
   You are no different than Job or the Disciples, in that, God will only allow those things which He knows will bring you closer to Him, give Him the glory, and make your heart more like His. It is imperative to truly understand that God will never give you more than you can withstand, and He will always make a way through your storms when you trust in Him.
 
   But remember that the temptations that come into your life are no different from what others experience. And God is faithful. He will keep the temptation from becoming so strong that you can’t stand up against it. When you are tempted, he will show you a way out so that you will not give into it. (1 Corinthians 10:13 NLT) 
 
   ________________________
 
   If God has allowed the storm, 
 
   He will make a way through it. 
 
   Be certain that God is only
 
   allowing the storm 
 
   because He knows the
 
   blessing behind it. 
 
   Through the storm, 
 
   God is giving you the opportunity 
 
   to experience, first hand, 
 
   His miraculous and sufficient
 
   power in your life.
 
   ________________________
 
    
 
    
 
   When you feel that God has allowed your storms, you should be comforted in just knowing that God alone is control of them. In your storms of life, your spirit can be quieted by grabbing hold of the Truth: If God has allowed a storm...He will make a way through it. He has assured you that He is with you always (Matthew 28:20). You should feel secure, in just knowing, that God has set the boundaries and perimeters of your storm—just as he did with Job. It should strengthen you to know that God is allowing this storm only because He knows the blessing behind it. 
 
   When God is at work in your life, you will often experience the miraculous and sufficient power of God in your storms…even more than in your times of great blessings. We can only truly appreciate the glory of being on the mountaintop when we’ve had to climb up from the valley. And the only way from one mountaintop to the next is through the valleys. It’s in the valley where the richest soil in the world is found…God knows what He’s doing when He’s growing your faith. 
 
   It is only through the storms that you will truly know the heart of God. In your storms, you’ve been given the opportunity to encounter God—the choice to accept His invitation is yours. 
 
   As long as we insist on being in control, God will not interfere. He will allow us to go our own way, until we come to a place of surrender. In order to experience God’s miracles in our lives, we must be willing to relinquish control, and let God be God. 
 
   Too often, instead of trusting in God’s sovereign purpose in our storms, many of us feel anger. We feel like God allowed us to walk into the storm or that He even led us right into it. 
 
   ________________________
 
   Jesus performs many miracles 
 
   in our storms of life—
 
   showing us that He 
 
   is ALL we need,
 
   when there is a need,
 
    is just one of them.
 
   ________________________
 
   We’re convinced that He could have spared us the pain and suffering. Understanding the purpose of your storms will help you persevere through them and bring you closer to God, instead of casting your soul deeper into despair by allowing your heart to become hardened in your distress.
 
   In all this, Job did not sin by blaming God. (Job 1:22 NLT)
 
    
 
   (If you have not read the book of Job…I challenge you to do so and understand what it truly means to have faith in God through the most tragic storms of life.)
 
    
 
   Why A Storm?
 
   We live in a world filled with anxiety and tremendous uncertainty. Each and every day we are confronted by stories that shake the foundation of our faith—to a point of near destruction. If we, personally, aren’t facing unthinkable trials and tragedies, we worry about friends and family members who are facing the unconceivable. Or we become fearful of what lies ahead in our lives.
 
   We wonder what good could possibly come from such overwhelming anxiety and fear. But, it’s in the worst of times that we find the most opportune moment to re–examine our lives. What have we taken for granted? What are our morals and values? On what have we built our foundation and will it be able to withstand the storms in our lives? In the storms of life, we have two choices: we can reaffirm the faith we embraced when we accepted Christ into our life, or we can walk away. For those who have never known Jesus, these times of suffering are an opportunity for the heart to be opened and the need for God to surface. God is at work, even when we are unaware. The storms convince us that we’re lost and in need of help. In our desperation, we realize that we need a “compass.”
 
   When you’re holding a compass, you can turn your feet in any direction, but the arrow of the compass will faithfully point to Magnetic North. If you should ever become lost, the compass will give you an indication of where you are and where you’re going. In life, “North” is Christ. We may take a path that leads us in the “world’s” direction and we might get lost along the way; but, when we turn to Christ, He realigns our lives in the direction of God’s will. Jesus performs many miracles in our storms of life—showing us that He is all that we need, when there is a need, is just one of them.
 
   Whether you’re a person of faith right now, or a person still questioning and seeking answers, it’s likely that you’re open–minded to miracles. If you don’t need a miracle right now, you probably know someone who does. You see, God does extraordinary things for ordinary people. He loves to surprise us with His goodness and His power, in order to help us in our most desperate times. He can do anything. But, in the storms of your life, He wants you to know His presence, so that as you wait for His perfect timing, you can be filled with hope. He wants you to find security and peace in His care; He wants you trusting that He is mighty to save (Zephaniah 3:17).
 
   If you want to find an extraordinary miracle in the life of an ordinary man, you need to look no further than to Moses. Moses was traveling in the desert when God spoke to him through a burning bush. (If you want to get an amazing glimpse of God’s awesome power, you should make it a priority to read through the book of Exodus.) God caught Moses off-guard, in the middle of the desert, through a burning bush. His encounter with God was life–altering. This miracle enabled Moses to walk forward in faith, trusting God, because he could not deny such a supernatural occurrence. Moses was able to walk through even greater adversity along his journey because with each step of faith that he took…God strengthened his faith through one miracle after another. 
 
   ________________________
 
   God wants to give you a miracle 
 
   in your storm, 
 
   but it’s less about the actual 
 
   miracle and more
 
   about your personal encounter 
 
   with Him.
 
   He wants to give you
 
    a persevering faith
 
   that will see you 
 
   through the journey.
 
   ________________________
 
   God used a burning bush to initially get Moses’ attention; then, when Moses came to examine the bush further, God called out his name. (In our storms of life…God calls out our name, too. He wants our undivided attention.) As Moses drew even closer to God, God stopped him and told him to take off his shoes because he was standing on holy ground. He wanted Moses to know that he was in the presence of Almighty God. He wanted him to remember that moment forever. That event is now remembered thousands of years later—God’s miracle made its mark on history. 
 
   In this particular miracle, God didn’t stop with a burning bush. He goes on to tell Moses that He has heard the cries of His people in their suffering, and He has come down to save them. In your storms of life, God wants to step in and give you a miracle, too. But, it’s less about the actual miracle and more about your encounter with Him. He wants to give you the faith that will see you through the storms of your life that are yet to come. And they will come.
 
   The poet Elizabeth Barrett Browning once, famously, wrote that “Earth is crammed full of heaven, and every common bush aglow with God. Those who see…take off their shoes.” God wants to bring you to a place of “taking off your shoes.” 
 
   ________________________
 
   Rest assured that God 
 
   can perform miracles 
 
   in your life, in your storms, 
 
   just as He did when He calmed
 
   the Sea of Galilee. 
 
   The question is,
 
   “Do YOU believe He can?”
 
   ________________________
 
    
 
   This miracle on the Sea of Galilee, this storm, was preparing the Disciples’ faith for the journey ahead. It was the storm that would bring them to their knees and really get their attention. God also knows exactly what storms you and I will need to go through, in order to draw us closer to Him. Our storms come with an objective that is far more significant than our present need for comfort. God is doing us a favor by bringing us to a place of forfeiting all of our expectations in our lives, so that we will embrace His. Your storms can create the greatest intimacy between yourself and God. There is nothing more awesome. When you’re walking with God, the emptiness and loneliness that daily consumes your soul is filled with a joy that overflows and a peace that is beyond all understanding.
 
   ________________________
 
   Our storms come 
 
   with an objective that is far
 
   more significant than 
 
   our present need for comfort.
 
   God is doing us a favor, 
 
   by bringing us to a place
 
   of forfeiting our will in our lives,
 
   so that we will embrace His.
 
   ________________________
 
    
 
   This miracle was not just for the Disciples—it was for you. You will experience a miracle in your life, if you will understand how significant the storms of your life are to your faith. You must realize that God can do ANYTHING—He can calm the storm. But, what He really wants to do is use your life for His purposes—something far greater than anything you could dare ask for or imagine (Ephesians 3:20). He wants to give you something far more fulfilling than you could ever desire. 
 
   It should be encouraging to know that if God could take these few ordinary men and use this storm to change the world forever through their testimony…He can use your storms for His glory, too.
 
   Yes, God wants to use you. Rest assured He can perform miracles in your life, in your storms, just as He did when He calmed the Sea of Galilee. The question is, “Do you believe He can?”
 
    
 
   Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those who haven’t seen me and believe anyway.” (John 20:29 NLT)
 
   "What do you mean, 'If I can'?" Jesus asked. "Anything is possible if a person believes."(Mark 9:23 NLT)
 
   God intends to perform a miracle in your life and not have you say, “How did He do that?” Instead, He wants for you to have the same experience as the Disciples of Jesus had—it was in their awe and amazement that they asked, “Who is this man, that even the winds and waves obey him?” 
 
   And they were filled with awe amazement. They said to one another ‘Who is this man, that even the winds and waves obey him?’ (Luke 8:25 NLT)
 
   ________________________
 
   God is strengthening our faith 
 
   in the storms of our lives, 
 
   and He wants us to get
 
    the message loud and clear—
 
   our faith is not strengthened by
 
   striving after it, 
 
   but by resting in Him—
 
   the Faithful One.
 
   ________________________
 
   God desires for you to be in such awe and amazement of His power that you are less concerned about how He did it, but rather, who it is that did it! We beg and beg for miracles in our lives, constantly wondering why God won’t do something; yet, when He does, He mystifies us even more. It’s our heart He’s after, and He’s more than willing to bring about a miracle in your life in order to capture it. His miracle for you is that you will not be overcome by your storms, but that you will know Who to come to when your storms emerge. He’s strengthening your faith in Him through the storms. He wants us to get the message loud and clear: our faith is not strengthened by striving after it, but by resting in Him, the Faithful One.
 
   Just as in the Sea of Galilee, God knows our storms often come from out of nowhere. He’s well aware that when they do…we are likely to go into shear panic. His miracle for you, in the storm, is that you can be at rest with Him through your faith. 
 
   ________________________
 
   God knows what He’s doing. 
 
   Let the storms come, 
 
   and let the waters rise—
 
   God is taking you deeper.
 
   ________________________
 
    
 
   We look at the storms of our lives and too often, ask, “If God is so loving, why does He allow pain and suffering in my life? What have I done to deserve being a victim in this circumstance? Why do I need to go through this storm? Why can’t He just take me around it? I want out and NOW!” The truth is, God knows us…He knows what it will take to bring us to our knees. It is upon our knees where we learn to walk by faith and receive the peace that only He can provide when storms arise. Remember this clearly: ANYTHING that drops us to our knees and brings us to the foot of the Cross is GOOD for us. In our moments of complete brokenness, when the flesh is weak, but the spirit is willing (Matthew 26:41), He wants us to know: In Jesus we will find confident patience, strength, endurance, and peace.
 
   God knows exactly what we need, in order to make it through this journey of life. At times, our journey will take us into unfamiliar, intimidating, territory…which may be exactly where God wants us, so that He can perform His greatest work in our lives. If we go back to the book of Exodus, and the life of Moses, we find that when Pharaoh finally let the people go, God did not lead them along the main road that ran through the territory—even though that was the shortest route to the Promised Land. Here’s what He said, ‘If the people are faced with a battle, they might change their minds and return to Egypt.’ So God led them in a round-about way through the wilderness toward the Red Sea (Exodus 13:17-18 NLT). You see, God may have led them the long way, but He was preparing an even greater miracle than Him rescuing them. 
 
   You might be tempted to believe that God doesn’t know what He’s doing—that He’s causing you to endure unnecessary pain and suffering. But, rest assured, God knows exactly what He’s doing. Let the storms come, and let the waters rise—God is taking you deeper. 
 
   God knows that this won’t be the last storm you will encounter in your life. It’s a fallen world; He wants to build your faith in Him, so when the sea rages and the storm clouds begin closing in…you will find peace in Him. 
 
   Don’t worry about anything; instead pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. If you do this, you will experience God’s peace, which is far more wonderful than the human mind can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:6-7 NLT)
 
    
 
    
 
   Faith Can Calm the Storm
 
   Through God’s Word, we are assured that He can calm the “external” storm; but, the storm He really wants to calm is the one inside of you—the “internal” storm. Ask yourself, while reading through this miracle, “Was Jesus just simply telling the wind and the waves, “Peace! Be Still!”? Or was there a deeper message?” Jesus was speaking to YOU in this miracle. You see, it took no effort at all for Jesus to calm the external, physical, storm. It was much more important for Him to teach us how to calm the storm within us—the “spiritual” storm. When you learn how to calm the storm within, through your faith in God, the wind and the waves may be threatening to take you under, but you will find yourself in the eye of the storm…at peace. 
 
   ________________________
 
   God wants you 
 
   in the back of the boat with Jesus—
 
   a place of peace and rest. 
 
   He wants you to “Be Still”;
 
   yet, we find that “being still” 
 
   requires action . . .
 
   it demands your faith.
 
   ________________________
 
    
 
    
 
   We can look at a hurricane as being symbolic to our storms of life. Hurricanes have a distinctive feature called an “eye.” The eye of a hurricane is in the middle of the spiral of the storm. The eye is produced by the spiraling action of the storm, and it is the area where the air is slowly sinking. When the eye of a hurricane passes over an area, the winds decrease to a gentle breeze and the rain stops. In the eye of the hurricane, you may even be able to see the sun during the day or the stars out at night. Then, as the rest of the storm passes and the wind suddenly changes directions, the storm becomes ferocious again. 
 
   God wants you to be in the eye of your storms in life. In the eye, He knows that you will be able to see the light of day and enjoy the beauty of the stars at night. In the eye of storm, the winds and waters may rage around you, but you will be experiencing peace in the midst of it. God has given us His Word, the Scriptures, to keep us from being overcome by the most powerful winds that reside just outside the eye wall of the storm. 
 
   Understanding the miracle of “Jesus Calms the Storm” makes us certain of one thing: whatever the storm is, however fierce, and however the storm came about, God can calm it. The question is, “Will you have faith that God can calm your storm?” The lesson in this fantastic miracle of “Jesus Calms the Storm” is to have confident faith in God, and get to the back of the boat with Jesus—a place of peace and rest. What we also learn through this miracle is that “Being Still,” actually, requires action. Let the miracle of Jesus calming the storm increase your faith and bring about a miracle in your life, by teaching you to “Be Still.”
 
                 
 
   NOTE TO READER: I encourage you to go through this book and highlight the Scriptures. When you only have a moment, skim through the book and be encouraged!
 
   Also, don’t miss the section in the back of this book, 
 
   “God’s Word On…” Use the section as a reference to God’s Promises that will encourage your faith through all your storms of life.
 
   


  
 

Chapter 1                                   [image: ]
 
   ________________________
 
   Purpose in the Storm
 
    
 
   Jesus Calms the Storm
 
   On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” And leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him. And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be Still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith? (Mark 4:35-40 ESV)
 
   Then Jesus asked, “Where is your faith?” And they were filled with awe and amazement. They said to one another, “Who is this man, that even the winds and waves obey him?”(Luke 8:25 NLT)
 
   In order to understand the miracle of “Jesus Calms the Storm,” we must first understand the power of the sea; what its power represented then and now. According to the Gospels, Jesus’ ministry was centered around the Sea of Galilee. While many important events occurred in Jerusalem, Jesus spent most of His ministry along the shore of this freshwater lake. It was there that Jesus gave more than half of His parables and where He performed most of His miracles.
 
   The Sea of Galilee was known for its sudden, violent storms. When it raged, the threat of drowning among fisherman was all too real. The Sea of Galilee is unique in that it is seven hundred feet below sea level, making it the lowest freshwater lake on the earth. At its widest point, the lake measures thirteen miles from north to south and seven and a half miles from east to west. Its deepest point is estimated at around two hundred feet.
 
   ________________________
 
   Never forget that 
 
   God is in control.
 
   The question is, 
 
   “When a storm arises, 
 
   will you cry out 
 
   to the only One 
 
   who can help you?”
 
   ________________________
 
    
 
   The Sea’s location was significant because it made the Sea susceptible to the sudden and violent storms. The storms would often develop when an east wind dropped cool air over the warm air rising from the Sea. This change produced well known furious storms, without warning.
 
   The word “sea,” in Hebrew, comes from the name of the evil god in the Babylonian creation story. It meant “evil” and “a mysterious and threatening force opposed to God.” When Hebrews wanted to declare God’s authority, they spoke of His power over the sea. In Psalms 89:9 (NKJV), the Psalmist said,
 
   You rule the raging of the sea, 
 
   when its waves rise, you still them.
 
    
 
   In Psalm 107:23-30 (NLT), we not only find a prophecy of “Jesus Calms the Storm,” but an acknowledgement of God’s power over the storms. 
 
    
 
   Some went off in ships, plying the trade routes of the world. They too, observed the Lord’s power in action, his impressive works on the deepest seas. He spoke, and the winds rose, stirring up the waves. Their ships were tossed to the heavens and sank again to the depths; the sailors cringed in terror. They reeled and staggered like drunkards and were at wits’ end. “Lord, help!” they cried in their trouble, and he saved them from their distress. He calmed the storm to a whisper and stilled the waves. What a blessing was that stillness as he brought them safely into the harbor!
 
    
 
   As powerful as storms were and still are today, God is acknowledged to have power over them all. Never forget this truth in your own life: God is in control. The question is, “When a storm arises, will you cry out to the One who can help you?”
 
   It was known that storms on this Sea could arise from nowhere; so, since Jesus was the Son of God, one might think that surely He knew there would be a great storm on this venture across the Sea. And if this were so, why did He choose to take His Disciples into it? You would almost expect, since Jesus was with the Disciples on this trip across the Sea, they would be free from worry. We can be certain they didn’t expect to encounter a raging storm that they may have experienced on many other trips.
 
   Certainly, the Disciples who gave up everything in life and obediently followed Jesus would be protected from harm’s way. They might even expect that this would be the most wonderful venture across the Sea that they had ever experienced. They more than likely found confidence in their commitment to Jesus and felt secure in His ability to protect them. They loved Jesus, believed in Him, and left behind everything in life to follow Him; yet, the Disciples’ devotion did nothing to protect them from the terror of this storm.
 
    
 
   In the Boat
 
   Many times, we as Christians feel the same way the Disciples did…when we become a Christian and accept Jesus as Lord and Savior, shouldn’t we be protected? We, understandably, assume that life should be “easier”; we feel certain that we should instantly have a closer relationship with God. We can falsely believe that we no longer have to endure “storms” in our lives. But, then, suddenly, one day, in one moment in time, we’re faced with the painful truth—it’s not the way it works. Our false expectations can create a storm in and of itself. When life doesn’t happen just as we think it should, the winds start roaring and the storm clouds look ferocious. Our faith can begin to fail amidst the overwhelming atmosphere of doubt and despair.
 
   ________________________
 
   Jesus didn’t come
 
    to get you out of the storms
 
   of your life, 
 
   He came to take you 
 
   through them.
 
   ________________________
 
   When we make a stand in our faith, when we decide to get in the boat with Jesus, Satan unleashes his rage against us. We are now “officially” his enemy, and the true battle has begun. Shockingly, as we take each step of faith, our storms seem to actually come more often than before we believed!
 
   When we’re faced with the storms that we must endure, when walking with God, we find ourselves in the midst of our storm crying out, “Why is this happening to me? If You’re a God of love, why all this pain? Why do the innocent suffer? If You’re a God of order, why all the chaos? If You’re so powerful, why do You seem so incapable? By the way, where are You?” It is at this time that we need to be reminded of the Truth: Jesus told us in John 16:33 (NLT),
 
    
 
   “I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.”
 
    
 
   When you’re in the boat with Jesus, the answers to your questions come in many unexpected ways. Sometimes, they come by way of a storm that threatens to take you under. You see, instead of presenting just an “ordinary” trial with an “ordinary storm,” the storm in this miracle would be like no other. This storm would threaten to take the Disciples’ very lives. This storm would ultimately test their faith. This miracle would cause the Disciples to ask, “Who is this man?”
 
   ________________________
 
   In the storms of your life, 
 
   God is always at work—
 
   drawing you closer 
 
   to Him and weaving
 
   all of your paths 
 
   into His purposes.
 
   ________________________
 
    
 
   It’s interesting that the most violent storm these fishermen had ever experienced was when Jesus, the Son of God, was in the boat with them. It should be comforting to know that in the most violent storms of your life…Jesus is in the boat with you, too.  Understanding the storms of your life is realizing that although the waves may start crashing in on you…Jesus is with you. More importantly, you must be assured through His Word: He will not allow you to perish, if you will acknowledge His presence in your life and call out His name. Surely, your boat cannot go down with the Son of God in it! Don’t be deceived, Jesus didn’t come to get you out of the storms in your life—He came to take you through them. 
 
   ________________________
 
   Although we may not 
 
   particularly like some of
 
   the paths on our journey, 
 
   the destination of a
 
   closer relationship with God 
 
   is worth all the storms 
 
   we may have to go through.
 
   ________________________
 
    
 
   You see, God knew that the Disciples needed to go from “here” to “there,” in order to experience the miracle. He needed to take them from “here” to “there” in their faith—it’s no different in our own lives. God wants to take us from “here,” in our faith, and bring us “there”—a place of walking in greater faith for the journey ahead. When you take a journey with Jesus, it’s like nothing you’ve ever experienced. It’s simply not of this world. When you’re walking with Jesus, you’re taking a supernatural, spiritual, journey where He prepares you to live eternally. 
 
   Although we may not particularly like some of the paths on our journey…the destination of a closer relationship with God is worth all the storms we may have to endure. If you’re following Jesus, you know where you’re going—He’s assured you of the destination. It’s all about the journey getting there. He’ll take you step by step because He doesn’t want you to miss a thing. 
 
   I have refined you but not in the way silver is refined. Rather, I have refined you in the furnace of suffering. I will rescue you for my sake-yes, for my own sake! (Isaiah 48:10 NLT)
 
   It is often asked, “Was this the miracle of God calming the storm in the Sea or the miracle of Jesus teaching us how to calm the storm inside of us?” Jesus knew His Disciples’ hearts, just like He knows your heart and mine. 
 
   O Lord, you have examined my heart and know everything about me. You know when I sit down or stand up. You know my every thought when far away. You chart the path ahead of me and tell me where to stop and rest. Every moment you know where I am. You know what I am going to say even before I say it, Lord. You both precede and follow me. You place your hand of blessing on my head. (Psalm 139:2 NLT)
 
   As God lovingly allows us to venture into the storms of our lives, He is always at work—drawing us closer and closer to Him while weaving all our paths into His purposes. If you’re trusting in God, you can’t just look at your circumstances and think that is all there is to it. They are a parallel to something deeper and more important concerning the spirit within you. 
 
   ________________________
 
   Your storms of life
 
   are a parallel to something
 
   deeper concerning
 
   the spirit within you.
 
   God knows your deeper need—
 
   to develop a faith
 
   that glorifies Him.
 
   ________________________
 
    
 
   In the storms of our lives, God will show us that we have a deeper need. We need to develop the faith that glorifies Him. We must recognize that we are in the hands of a loving Father who has put us right where we need to be, in order to teach us His ways and His will. 
 
   The answers for the storms in our lives come through the still small voice of God saying, “I will not let you go down. You have no reason to despair. Rest in My Word. I am with you always.” Through His Word, He assures us that He has everything under control, and there is no reason to fear. In the words of an old Hymn,
 
   Day by day and with each passing moment, Strength I find to meet my trials here; Trusting in my Father's wise bestowment, I've no cause for worry or for fear.
 
    
 
   If we want to understand God’s purpose in the storm, we must learn that God has allowed the storms in our lives out of love and wisdom. God designed life to be full of the unexpected, so that we will constantly be reminded that we’re not in control. 
 
   Satan fills us with the lies that we are our own gods, we are in charge, we can plan, and we can direct our future; to the degree that God has given us free will, there is some truth to that. But, the devil distorts it and leads us to believe that we can control everything. As hard as we might try…we can’t. Jesus himself reminded us,
 
   I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; (John 5:19 NIV)
 
   Before Jesus’ crucifixion, Pilate asked Jesus, “Don’t you realize I have the power either to free you or to crucify you?” Jesus’ answer was simple, revealing, and full of Truth…“You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above” (John 19:11 NIV).
 
   Regardless of what storm we’re facing in life, we can never forget the simple truth: God is in charge. As difficult as it is for us to understand, God’s will in our lives has far greater purposes than we can imagine; yet, all of them are designed for greater good. We must face the Truth that says God is ultimately in control. 
 
   In understanding God’s ways, we cannot decide to heartily accept some Truths, yet readily discount others. We must accept God’s ways and trust in them; it’s a decision we make that isn’t based upon our desires or emotions. We walk by faith in our loving God. Take a moment to really grasp the following truth in Romans 9 15-19 (NIV):
 
   For he says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion." It does not, therefore, depend on man's desire or effort, but on God's mercy. For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: "I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth." Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden. One of you will say to me: "Then why does God still blame us? For who resists his will?" But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? "Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, 'Why did you make me like this?' "Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use?” 
 
   Even though our storms may come filled with pain and suffering, we are to clearly understand that they come from a loving God…and we must praise Him…in the storm. 
 
   Should we accept only good things from the hand of God and never anything bad? (Job 2:10 NLT)
 
   An unknown poet expressed the depths of God’s work in and through us in this way:
 
   When God wants to drill a man,
And thrill a man,
And skill a man;
When God wants to mold a man
To play the noblest part,
Then he yearns with all his heart
To create so great and bold a man
That all the world shall be amazed,
Watch his methods, watch his ways—
 
   How he ruthlessly perfects
Whom he royally elects.
How he hammers him and hurts him,
And with mighty blows, converts him
Into trial shapes of clay
Which only God understands.
 
   While his tortured heart is crying,
And he lifts beseeching hands.
How he bends but never breaks
When his good he undertakes.
How he uses Whom he chooses,
And with every purpose, fuses him,
By every act, induces him
To try his splendor out.
God knows what he's about.
 
   (We need to fully grasp what this poet did, God is at work, He has a purpose, and He knows what He’s doing.)
 
   One of God’s primary purposes for our storms that we can understand is: He wants to conform us into the likeness of Christ.
 
   ________________________
 
   God is not with you to keep 
 
   the storms from coming . . .
 
   He’s with you 
 
   to take you through them.
 
   ________________________
 
   For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. (Romans 8:29 NIV)
 
   He is molding us, so that our character mirrors that of Jesus: the way He thinks, loves, and forgives. Through the process, He is teaching us to depend on His presence, instead of relying on our own strength. We are to draw all of our strength from Him.
 
   I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. (John 15:5 NIV)
 
   As God works on our character, He uses our suffering to teach us to keep focused upon Him. God’s incredible love for us does not eliminate the pain, suffering, and heartache that we might go through; but, His Promises assure us that He is with us, and He is using it all for good (Romans 8:28). Through it all, we learn to trust that no matter how devastating the storm might be…God is with us. And if we trust and obey Him, He will strengthen us and fill us with hope in the midst of the storm.
 
   We do not know what to do, but our eyes are upon you. (2 Chronicles 20:12 NIV)
 
   You see, His presence is made perfect in your weakness; it is in your weakest moments where He will comfort you, strengthen you, and reassure you of His faithfulness. He wants you to know that He is not in your life to stop the storms from coming, but to take you through them. He wants your faith. 
 
   And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him must believe that God exists and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him. (Hebrews 11:6 NLT)
 
    
 
   God’s Presence in the Storm
 
   We can be certain that God would never test our faith and then push us out to sea without His presence. The question is, “Do you acknowledge His presence during these storms of life?” The even greater question is, “At what point do you acknowledge His presence?” We storm the gates of heaven, wondering, “Where is God?” Yet, we fail to see that He is there with us… and He’s been there all along. In fact, He’s in the clouds—He’s hovering over us each day, going before us, preparing a way through the storm.
 
   The cloud of the Lord was over them by day when they set out from the camp. (Numbers 10:34 NIV)
 
   They have heard that You, O Lord, are in the midst of this people, for You, O Lord, are seen eye to eye, while Your cloud stands over them; and You go before them in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night. (Numbers 14:14 NASB)
 
   Just think about the fact that the Disciples were in a boat, with who they supposedly believed was the Son of God; yet, even they failed to acknowledge Him, until it was almost too late. They were about to die! Why didn’t it occur to them to ask for Jesus’ help sooner? From the outside looking in, the answer seemed so obvious. In our own storms of life, it’s often difficult to see the “obvious.” Our vision becomes clouded with debilitating doubt and paralyzing fear.
 
   ________________________
 
   You can’t allow your vision 
 
   to become clouded
 
   with doubt and fear. 
 
   Don’t lose sight of the fact
 
   that God is with you always . . .
 
   He’s been with you all along.
 
   ________________________
 
    
 
   The Disciples had seen Jesus perform many miracles—we have seen God work miracles in our own lives, yet we so easily forget them. Jesus says, “Don’t you remember”(Matthew 16:9)? If they had faith in Him, the answer would be obvious—ask the Son of God to calm the storm! But they didn’t. God knew that the Disciples’ faith would grow through this experience. Their greater faith would enable them to be better witnesses. The miracles He performed were to teach us to have faith in Him, regardless of our circumstances—no matter how impossible things might seem. 
 
    
 
   ________________________
 
   Hear this truth: 
 
   “You don’t have to save yourself.”
 
   (Besides, you can’t!) 
 
   Jesus came so that 
 
   you don’t have to . . . 
 
   He’s the one who saves you
 
    through every storm of life. 
 
   He is all you need.
 
   ________________________
 
    
 
   God reminds us through His Word:
 
   Everything is possible 
 
   for him who believes.
 
   (Mark 9:23 NIV)
 
    
 
   Have faith in God. (Mark 11:22 NIV)
 
    
 
   The message God has for you is no different than it was for the Disciples. He wants you to know that faith in Him can bring about miracles in your life. 
 
   Many of us believe that miracles won’t happen to us. Or maybe we’re like the Disciples and we think that we have the ability to make it through this storm on our own. But, when we can’t seem to rescue ourselves, we finally, as a last ditch effort, ask for God’s help. Hear this truth: “You don’t have to save yourself.” (Besides, you can’t!) Jesus came so that you don’t have to…He’s the one who saves you through every storm of life. He is all you need.
 
   ________________________
 
   When miracles happen, 
 
   hope destroys hopelessness,
 
   joy overcomes pain, 
 
   love conquers hate,
 
   and faith finds God 
 
   in the midst of it all.
 
   ________________________
 
   We tend to wait until the last moment because we seem to think that God can’t possibly intervene in our situation. How much peace do we forfeit by struggling for the answers on our own? How much pain do we needlessly bear because we agonize over possibilities that never happen? We tend to believe that there are some things that God can handle, but we’re convinced that on many things…He needs our help. At other times, we’re certain that it’s necessary for us to take control…God just seems to be taking too long. Even the Disciples, at some point, subconsciously believed that there was nothing that Jesus could do to help them calm the wind and waves of the storm. It was the perfect set up for the perfect miracle. God knows what He’s doing. 
 
   ________________________
 
   Our faith should never 
 
   be surprised to see God 
 
   when He shows up.
 
   ________________________
 
    
 
   In the storm, He’s bringing us to a place of embracing the truth that our life is better managed by His hands, not our own. Trust Him—He does a much better job than we could ever do.
 
   In the face of impossible circumstances, God says, “Lift up your eyes. Look beyond the visible realities.” God doesn’t work in the “natural.” He works in the “supernatural.” His only requirement is that we no longer be “unbelieving,” but “believing.” He says, “Believe and have faith that I am at work, and I will enrich your life beyond your imagination.” Do you dare believe God? When miracles happen, hope destroys hopelessness, joy overcomes pain, love conquers hate, and faith finds God in the midst of it all…ever present…worthy of praise. 
 
   Who doesn’t want a miracle? Who doesn’t want to be saved from the paralyzing grip of fear? We beg God for a miracle, but when He shows up, we’re often found with very little faith—we’re like the Disciples, standing in awe and amazement. Our faith should never be surprised to see God’s hand, when we’ve come to a place of surrender. 
 
   In our world, becoming mature means becoming “independent.” In our spiritual journey, maturity means becoming helplessly dependent upon God. Our peace in the storm can only come from our resignation into God’s hands. Regardless of how hopeless a situation might seem, we must surrender all of our hopes and expectations into His hands; when we do, we find that He will empower us to endure any hardship. His desire is that we would continue the journey without fear or anxiety, while trusting in His care. The more resigned we are to God’s care, the less power our circumstances have over us. When we’re resigned to God’s care, we won’t be frightened by undesirable news, and we won’t be trying to constantly figure out the next step. If we have faith in God, we will simply trust, wait, and expect God. 
 
   Such people will not be overcome by evil. Those who are righteous will be long remembered. They do not fear bad news; they confidently trust the Lord to care for them. They are confident and fearless and can face their foes triumphantly. (Psalm 112:6-8 NLT)
 
   Quite possibly, you’re not sure that you want to take that step. You might feel that “trusting God” comes with too much obligation. You might decide that you don’t want to feel a burden of having to “repay” God for His miracle in your life. You may desire His hand, but you’re not sure about coming face to face with Him (Job 23:15). You may be overwhelmed in feeling that you would be in debt to Him and you don’t want to carry that weight. The truth is that you’re already in deeper debt to Him than you’ll ever imagine; that’s why He sent Jesus. Jesus can save you. It’s the storms of your life that bring you to a place of surrender. God wants you to stop all of your “trying” and simply start “trusting.” He wants to eliminate the fleshly part of you that wants to control your life. He wants you to encounter something much more wonderful than anything you could devise. When you truly understand your storms of life, you will find that your storms will allow God to lift you up and give you true life to the full…until it overflows. It’s possible that if we never had to face our storms of life, we wouldn’t seek the Lord. The purpose of your storm, simply put, is all about your relationship with Jesus. It’s all out your faith in Him.
 
   In John Ortberg’s book, “Faith and Doubt,” he defines our faith and hope by saying that, “Hope points to one Man, one hope, one God who is worth trusting, not because of who He is. He is the one in whom and by whom we can hope.” Faith looks Jesus in the eyes and says, “Yes Lord, wherever You lead…I will follow.” We can trust that if He leads us into a raging storm, or allows a storm to come into our lives, He’s got something amazing in mind. He wants to show you His sufficiency, His comforting presence, and His strength that will help you endure. Your trials become tools in the hand of God. Tell Him you’ll follow Him—then watch Him go to work.
 
   Then Jesus said to the Disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must put aside your selfish ambition, shoulder your cross and follow me. If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for me, you will find true life.” (Mark 8:34-35 NLT)
 
   When you bow down before the Lord and admit your dependence on him, he will lift you up and give you honor. (James 4:10 NLT)
 
    
 
   The Call of the Storm
 
   Storms of life are used by God to strengthen your faith in Him. He’s asking you to step out in faith and show Him that you are ready to live with Him forever. 
 
   ________________________
 
   God doesn’t ask us to
 
   “blindly” trust Him.
 
   He reveals Himself
 
    through Scripture and
 
   in our experiences 
 
   to convince us that He
 
   is fully trustworthy.
 
   ________________________
 
    
 
   The storms call us to a higher place—they prove our faith and mature us spiritually. God may or may not have sent the storm into our life, but we can rest assured that He is with us through it all. The more we trust Him, the more our faith will grow. Placing our trust in Him will make all the difference for the journey. 
 
   Don’t make the mistake of basing your faith on a particular outcome. We’ve all done it. We’ve prayed for God to answer our prayers with very detailed expectations, and we’ve seen our faith crumble to pieces when things didn’t happen the way we thought they should.
 
   ________________________
 
   Your storms of life will reveal,
 
    refine, strengthen,
 
   and perfect those areas
 
    that are hindering
 
   your spiritual growth.
 
   ________________________
 
    
 
   We find ourselves embracing “positive thinking,” instead of real faith. Faith that grows us trusts in “Someone” rather than “something.” Faith trusts in the character of God who is merciful, loving, and just. God doesn’t ask us to “blindly” trust Him. He reveals Himself through Scripture and through our experiences to convince us that He is trustworthy. 
 
   The call of the storms in your life is to have greater faith in God. Your circumstances might look hopeless, you may have cried out to God for help, and you may have only heard a deafening silence; but, in your moments of abandoning all hope, you will find yourself in awe and amazement when you witness the power of God in your life. Your momentary pain and suffering will vanish, in an instant, when you open your soul to the risks of faith. Faith in God will bring you to the edge…every time. Each step of faith will demand that you reach out for the hand of God. He wants you to be a witness to His awesome presence and power. 
 
   The call of the storm in the Disciples’ lives caused them to be devoted witnesses to Christ because they experienced a “personal” miracle through the magnificent power of God—Jesus calmed their storm…He saved their lives.
 
   Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those who haven’t seen me and believe anyway.” (John 20:29 NLT)
 
   When trying to understand how this miracle relates to your life and the storms you face, it is important to realize that the storm did not slowly subside or die down: when the Disciples cried out to Jesus for help—it stopped immediately! It appears that from that moment on, the Disciples were overwhelmed, not only with the power that Jesus possessed, but that He truly must be the Son of God. When the Disciples witnessed this great miracle, they were suddenly overcome by its “stillness.” Imagine being more frightened of how your storm of life is “stilled,” rather than of the fear of the raging storm itself!
 
   ________________________
 
   Faith in God will bring you 
 
   to the edge . . . 
 
   every time.
 
   Each step of faith you take 
 
   will demand that you
 
   reach out for the hand of God . . .
 
   make sure you take it 
 
   and never let go.
 
   ________________________
 
   Can you imagine? Whatever storm you’re currently in, God can stop it immediately. When we call upon the name of Jesus, He does hear us; He will answer us through the storm. Will you call upon Him now? Will you show Him your faith in Him and cry out to Him even when you cannot see Him? Or will you keep trying to bail water out of a boat that is already capsizing?
 
   The Disciples were truly the closest men to the Son of God; yet, at the end of this miracle we see that even they had doubts in their heart about who Jesus really was. They saw with their own eyes all of the miracles He performed, but they still asked, “Who is this man?” A little surprising…don’t you think? Onlookers may have believed that the Disciples must have had the highest level of faith—they left their lives and followed Jesus. But, Jesus knew where their faith was lacking. Jesus saw their heart…just like He sees yours. You cannot hide your heart from God. 
 
   It is in our storms where the areas of our lives that are hindering our spiritual growth are revealed. It is in the storms that God will reveal, refine, strengthen, and perfect those areas…if you allow Him to take you through the storm. 
 
   ________________________
 
   Behind every storm 
 
   there is a blessing.
 
   View your storm 
 
   as a revelation from God,
 
   an opportunity to learn 
 
   to trust Him, 
 
   and a stepping stone 
 
   for better things 
 
   in the future.
 
   ________________________
 
    
 
   You can trust God. He already knows exactly what He’s going to do in your situation. He has a plan. He wants you to place your trust in Him by saying, “You are God, and nothing is impossible with You. I am giving this situation to You and it is no longer mine but yours to deal with as You will. “He’s taking your faith to a place of understanding His desire and ability to work a miracle for you—not only in your current storm, but in every storm you will ever face. His desire is that you would develop an unwavering faith that is anchored in Him. 
 
    
 
   Trust in, lean on, rely on, and have confidence in Him at all times, you people; pour out your hearts before Him. God is a refuge for us (a fortress and a high tower). Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]! (Psalm 62:8 AMP)
 
    
 
    
 
   The Blessing Behind the Storm
 
   It should be comforting to know that although God allows the storm, Jesus is in the boat with you. Yes, He is with you, right now, in the boat where you sit in the midst of your storm. The difference is: He is in the stern resting because He knows the blessing behind all of the wind and rain. He knows that the destruction in your life can be used to rebuild your life and make it better than it was before. He knows that God has the power to turn your ashes to beauty.
 
    To all who mourn in Israel, he will give beauty for ashes, joy instead of mourning, praise instead of despair. For the Lord has planted them strong and graceful oaks for his own glory. (Isaiah 61:3 NLT)
 
    There is no storm that is not permitted and controlled by God. When Jesus rose from the dead, He overcame every spirit in opposition to Him. By His resurrection, Jesus proclaimed power over all demonic forces in your life. This means that whatever your storm is, God has allowed it, and it has been overcome through Christ—just knowing this should bring about a great blessing in your spirit. Behind every storm there is a blessing—God has assured us there is one. Why not view this time as a revelation from God, an opportunity to learn to trust Him, and a stepping stone to better things in the future. He’s assured us:
 
   God blesses the people who patiently endure testing. (James 1:12 NLT)
 
   For the Disciples, their blessing was acquiring greater faith in God which made them the greatest witnesses for Christ—what a blessing for you and I! When God allows a storm in your life… it has great purpose; if you miss the purpose, you may miss God’s will for your life. 
 
   ________________________
 
   God has assured us that there
 
   is a blessing behind every storm. 
 
   When God allows a storm 
 
   in your life . . .
 
   it has great purpose;
 
    if you miss the purpose, 
 
   you may miss God’s will 
 
   for your life.
 
   ________________________
 
    
 
   Every intimate part of our lives is no surprise to God. Many times, when He leads us into the storms, He’s leading us to a place of surrender and complete dependence upon Him. The storms aren’t necessarily to show us His incredible powers; although His love, mercy, and grace continually amaze even those with incredible faith. God doesn’t have to prove His power, just as He doesn’t have to prove His existence—it’s the obvious. We just have to open our lives and look around us. We don’t have to go very far to realize there is an amazing God who keeps the world in motion, and He has addressed every intricate detail which sustains life here on earth. 
 
   ________________________
 
   Your storms are more than just 
 
   the pain and suffering 
 
   on the surface.
 
   Your storms are tools
 
    in the hand of God—
 
   He’s working to bring
 
   about miracles in your life.
 
   ________________________
 
   God is more interested in showing us the heart of who He is. God wants us to understand that our storms are more than just storms. They are more than just the pain and suffering on the surface. Our storms build a bridge to an intimate relationship with Him. The storms just give God another opportunity to demonstrate His unconditional love for us. 
 
   He wants you to understand, firsthand, what it feels like to reach out and have His hand grasp yours. He wants you to understand what it’s like to see His face and hear His voice. No one and nothing can simply give you this intimate understanding through witnessing. Others’ relationship with God can you lead you to Him, but He does the rest. God wants a very personal relationship with you…He wants you to experience a miracle in your own life. The Disciples had witnessed many miracles that Jesus had performed, yet they had not experienced a miracle for themselves; when Jesus calmed the storm, they were given a “personal” miracle. 
 
   God wants to give you greater knowledge of Himself, so that when the storms rage around you, you can have peace because you have learned that He is in control and there is nothing to fear. He wants you to be assured that He is with you, He will carry you, and He is your refuge and source of strength. 
 
   God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble. (Psalm 46:1 NLT)
 
   ________________________
 
   You can rest assured through 
 
   God’s Promises that
 
   He will use every storm 
 
   for your good and His
 
   greater purposes. 
 
   God always has a plan.
 
   Trust Him—
 
   get to the back 
 
   of the boat with Jesus.
 
   ________________________
 
    
 
   When you understand your storms and grasp the fact that Jesus is in your boat, you, too, can experience a miracle in your storm. When you seek out God’s call to you through the storm, allowing Him to use it all for His purposes, your storms will bring about great blessings in your life. You’ll even find that your storms of life will be used by God to bless the lives of others! You can rest assured through God’s Promises…He will use every storm for your good and His greater purposes. God always has a plan. Trust Him. It’s your life He wants to use, but He can’t use you unless you’re in the back of the boat with Jesus—at rest, trusting Him. So, the begging question is, “Where are you in the boat right now?”
 
   


  
 

Scriptures to Encourage You in the Storm
 
    
 
   These trials are only to test your faith, to show that it is strong and pure. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—and your faith is far more precious to God than mere gold. So if your faith remains strong after being tried by fiery trials, it will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world. (1 Peter 1:7 NLT)
 
   So, be truly glad! There is wonderful joy ahead, even though it is necessary for you to endure many trials for a while. (1 Peter 1:6 NLT)
 
   I know the Lord is always with me. I will not be shaken, for he is right beside me. (Psalm 16:8 NLT)
 
   So be strong and take courage, all you who put your hope in the Lord! (Psalm 31:24 NLT)
 
   “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. In those days when you pray, I will listen. If you look for me in earnest, you will find me when you seek me.” (Jeremiah 29:11 NLT)
 
   We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they are good for us—they help us learn strength of character in us, and character strengthens our confident expectations of salvation. And this expectation will not disappoint us for we know how dearly God loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love. (Romans 5:3 NLT)
 
   Draw close to God, and God will draw close to you. (James 4:8 NLT)
 
   So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it. (Hebrews 4:16 NLT)
 
   God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble. (Psalm 46:1 NLT)
 
   I have refined you but not in the way silver is refined. Rather, I have refined you in the furnace of suffering. I will rescue you for my sake,—yes, for my own sake! (Isaiah 48:10 NLT)
 
   We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed and broken. We are perplexed, but we don’t give up and quit. We are hunted down, but God never abandons us. We get knocked down, but we get up again and keep going… (2 Corinthians 4: 8-10 NLT)
 
   For you will rescue me from my troubles and help me to triumph ... (Psalm 54:7 NLT)
 
   So humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and in his good time he will honor you. Give all your worries and care to God, for he cares about what happens to you. (1 Peter 5:6-7 NLT)
 
   Do not fear anything except the Lord Almighty. He alone is the Holy one. If you fear him, you need fear nothing else. He will keep you safe. (Isaiah 8: 12-14 NLT)
 
   In quietness and in trusting confidence I find strength. (Isaiah 30:15 NLT)
 
   It was by faith that Moses left the land of Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger. He kept right on going because he kept his eyes on the one who is invisible. (Hebrews 11:27-28 NLT)
 
   We do not know what to do, but our eyes are upon you. (2 Chronicles 20:12 NLT)
 
    In quietness and confidence is your strength. (Isaiah 30:15 NLT)
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