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“According to your faith, be it unto you.”
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Introduction

You can splash around in the shallow pools of the world. You can even splash around in the shallow pools of religion. Or, you can dive deep into the ocean that is God and explore His vast and limitless mysteries and treasures.

Every modern-day Christian can be empowered with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and be able to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with signs, wonders, and miracles following. This includes you. If it is your desire to pray for the sick and see them healed, you can. If it is your wish to receive dreams and visions from the Lord and interpret those dreams, you can. If you want to be used in the gift of prophecy, you can.

Whatever Jesus did, you can do, just as the apostles did. I know, because I have found it to be true as the pastor of a young and growing church. Our people know it too because they are not only witnessing the power of God, they are also experiencing it. They are praying for the sick and seeing them healed by the power of God. They are having prophetic dreams and visions. They are receiving and giving accurate prophetic words of knowledge and words of wisdom. They are casting out devils.

How do you make the transition from being a powerless Christian to one who is operating in the full miraculous power of the Holy Spirit? How does a pastor develop a spirit-empowered ministry and then transform his church into a dynamic New Testament church full of Peters, Pauls, Phillips, and Stephens? The purpose of this book is to answer these questions by sharing our experiences with you. As you read, you will discover what we discovered, learn what we learned, and begin to experience what we are experiencing.

If you are truly hungry for God and hungry to do the works of God, you too can operate in the miraculous.

Dive deep and experience the glory of God.





 
 
 CHAPTER 1
 A Cry of Desperation

In May 2008, I was at a place of great hunger for more of God. Two years earlier, my wife, Michelle, and I had planted a church. By normal standards, the first two years had been successful—about 100 people attended services on Sunday mornings. We had in place a children’s ministry, a youth ministry, a worship team, home fellowship groups, a dance academy, a drama ministry, summer camps, youth conventions, mission trips, men’s meetings, women’s meetings, a ladies’ prayer meeting, hospital visitation, Easter and Christmas productions, three-day fasts, weekly communion, food fellowships, and free coffee and doughnuts on Sunday mornings. During this time, I was praying and preaching what I felt the Lord had led me to speak each service. Overall, a lot of good things were happening.

But there were other things that were not happening. First, even though we prayed for people during every service, seldom was anyone receiving a genuine miracle of healing. I wanted to see people healed and delivered from bondage and demonic oppression.

Second, our altar services after the preaching were short. Not much happened after the call for salvation. As a youth, I had attended a church that frequently had meaningful, extended altar services. People would stay to pray, intercede for one another, worship, and be touched by God. The youth camps I attended had great altar services as well. They lasted hours with youth crying, rejoicing, singing, and pouring their hearts and lives out to God. Many people were filled with the Spirit and began to speak in tongues in those meetings. The Spirit was so strong at times that people would fall under the power. Great joy would sometimes break out and people would laugh and shout for joy or dance. I missed these types of altar services and wanted to see them returned to the Church, especially the one I now pastored.

That is when the holy hunger set in. Hunger is when you feel a need strongly enough to get up and meet the need. Holy hunger is when you feel a spiritual need for something from God and are willing to pursue God to get it. It was time for me to seek God like never before. No one else could do it for me, nor did I want anyone else to do it for me. I wanted God desperately. I wanted His Spirit to rise up and be strong in me, in our church, and in the individual lives of our people.

I did not know how to get there from where I was. But God knew. As I cried out to God, He began leading me deeper into Himself. Like a man following breadcrumbs left on a path, I came to the first and took it, then looked and saw another. I went to the second and took it, then looked up to find yet another one farther down the trail. This is how God leads. He makes a little of Himself available to you and then waits to see if you will take it. If you take what He offers, He follows with more and more until He has brought you completely unto Himself.

As I followed God, I did my best to lead the people of my church. A miraculous transformation began to take place immediately. In just the first six months, God performed over 50 supernatural healings. Our people have begun to worship like never before. Our altar times are spent in individual ministry and are some of the most powerful parts of our services. Our people are full of compassion, and a holy fire burns in their hearts. The gifts of the Spirit are in full operation. People are getting saved, healed, delivered, filled with the Spirit, and activated in ministry. The presence of God is strongly felt in our midst as Jesus is glorified in our hearts. Daily we feel the Holy Spirit’s anointing in our homes, at work, at school, and wherever we go in the community.

God responds to the hungry of heart. That is where it starts. There must be a cry of desperation from the depths of one’s soul for God. He has shown us that the Supernatural Christian is not just a person of the past. He has even gone on to show us that it is not only ministers, missionaries, or evangelists who can live full of the Holy Spirit and are able to perform signs, wonders, and miracles. God wants every believer to live as a Spirit-empowered Christian.

The question: Are you desperate?





 
 
 CHAPTER 2
 Revival Begins

God always knows what we need even before we ask. For several days in May 2008, I spent the evenings focusing on the Lord by reading the Word and praying. One evening I turned on the television and scanned the Christian channels looking for someone the Lord might use to speak a word into my heart. On one channel, there was a guy with long blonde hair singing his heart out in worship. I stopped to listen. I later found out that this was Roy Fields and that I had tuned into the Lakeland Outpouring on GodTV. The revival had begun a month earlier at Ignited Church where Brother Stephen Strader was pastor. The crowd was exuberant in worshiping God from their hearts. This was not just a local crowd, either. There were people from over 40 different countries who had heard about the revival and had flown in to attend. Now that’s hunger.

During this same program, a little while later, Canadian evangelist Todd Bentley spoke and ministered to the crowd. In a prophetic delivery, he began calling out various diseases, proclaiming the anointing of the Lord was going forth to heal people with those diseases. Todd asked those in the arena who were experiencing healing to come forward and share their testimonies. Young and old alike shared, often with tears of rejoicing, how God had healed them. After people gave their testimony, Todd placed his hand on them and they would be overcome by the power of the Spirit and most would fall to the ground.

The meeting lasted about three hours. I was completely captivated. This was the type of powerful move of the Holy Spirit I had tasted in my youth and at times throughout my adult life. That night, through the miracle of satellite television and GodTV, revival came to me in my own home. For three nights, I watched the revival from start to finish and entered with my whole heart into the services. God used those first three nights to do a complete overhaul in my spirit, my heart, my ministry, and my life.

On the third night following the broadcast, I felt the Lord speak to me. “Ken, from now on, I want your church to be a place of healing. I want you to pray for the sick, anoint them with oil, and lay hands on them. I want you to do this at every service. I will heal and do miracles in your midst.”




A Bold Proclamation

The very next service was a Wednesday night. During worship, while I was playing the piano and singing, I felt the Spirit of the Lord upon me to make a bold declaration. The anointing was so strong that I didn’t even hesitate. “The Lord has ministered to me over the past several days, and yesterday I felt Him say that we as a church were to begin praying for the sick at the end of each service and the Lord would begin to heal them and do miracles. So tonight, if any of you need prayer, after the Word is given, we will call you up, anoint you with oil, lay hands on you, and pray for you to be healed. And God will heal you. God wants this place to be a place of healing, and He wants us to be a church that is empowered and anointed to bring healing and salvation to our community. Not just me, but all of us.”

There. It was said.

That night I preached on healing with a boldness I never had before. After the Word was given, I called for people to come forward for prayer, anointing them and laying hands on them as the Spirit of the Lord had directed. One of those was 11-year old Cassidy Wood. Her mother, Vicky Wood, said that she had wrenched her back in a trampoline accident. Vicky herself had contracted some type of virus with symptoms resembling chronic fatigue syndrome. After everyone was prayed for, I closed the service and dismissed the people. The service lasted a little longer than normal, but no one seemed to care. Many even stayed to fellowship.

Over the next 20 minutes, as people were slowly trickling out, Cassidy came up to me and said, “Hey, Pastor Ken, I just wanted you to know that my back doesn’t hurt anymore. See ya!” With that, she walked out the front door. Her mother was following behind her.

I asked, “Vicky, did she receive a healing?”

“Yes, that’s what she said,” Vicky said.

“Well, was the injury bad?”

“Yes, she was in a great deal of pain yesterday and all day today. We almost didn’t come to church, but she insisted on coming.”

“And now she has no pain whatsoever?”

“No pain. That’s what she says,” Vicky said with a big smile.

I am certain that if my picture was taken at that moment, I would have had the most stunned expression on my face. “Wow, God. You work quickly! You really mean business.”

I went home that night praising God with a new fervor. I was hungry for more.





 
 
 CHAPTER 3
 Learn and Do

I learned much from the many ministers who preached at the Lakeland Outpouring. One was to expect miracles in abundance. Watching the revival, it was obvious to me that God’s power to heal was present, and not just in Florida. GodTV was broadcasting in 247 countries to a viewership of hundreds of millions. E-mails sent to GodTV and Fresh Fire Ministries, Todd Bentley’s covering organization, eventually surpassed over 100,000 reports of healing. I also noticed that each person ministering at the revival recounted several testimonies of healing that they had experienced or witnessed themselves to build faith in their hearers.

In my sermon on that first Wednesday, I recounted three miracles from my past. These were not the only ones I knew of, but they were the most memorable. The first miracle was one that I experienced my first year out of college. The summer before my freshman year at Central Bible College, a plantar wart had appeared on the instep of my left foot just in front of the heel. This type of wart multiplies and did so over the next four years until I had 24 (four large and 20 small) at graduation.

I, with my wife, Michelle, shared a youth pastorate in Baton Rouge with David and Brenda Kelly at First Assembly of God. That first Sunday, evangelist Luis Torres from Oklahoma preached and prayed for healing for people. I had prayed many times for those warts to be removed to no avail. But I went forward saying, “God, tomorrow I am going to the doctor to have these warts removed, and I thank you for the money to do so. However, I know You can still choose to heal these through prayer. Either way, I thank You.”

The next day, I went to see a doctor for an insurance physical. The doctor was also the senior pastor of the church I attended in Baton Rouge and a current member of the Board of Regents of Oral Roberts University (ORU) in Tulsa. I had transferred to ORU in my sophomore year, and the doctor was interested in hearing of my experience there. We talked for some time, and then I remembered that I was going to have him treat my warts. I took off my shoe and started to take off my sock. My hand brushed across the place where the warts had formed a lump. The lump was gone. I hurried to get my sock off. To my amazement, the 20 smaller warts were entirely gone, and the four large ones had shrunk. I broke out in tears of joy.

“What’s the matter?” the doctor asked.

“Doc, I had 24 warts on the bottom of my foot less than 24 hours ago, and now there are only four left. God is healing me.” We both rejoiced for a while, and then I asked, “Well, Doc, should I get you to treat these last four?”

He said, “If God is touching those warts, I wouldn’t touch them with a ten-foot pole.” We both laughed. Three weeks later, the last trace of the plantar warts disappeared, never to return.

The next healing story I relayed was about a 10-year-old girl who had a seizure and stopped breathing. She literally died, but was kept on life support at the hospital. After an all-night vigil with several prayer warriors from the church, the girl was miraculously raised from the dead. (I share this amazing story in greater detail in Chapter 19, “Dreams and Visions.”)

The third and final story that I shared was of a man I knew and prayed for who had contracted full-blown AIDS. He was healed, and three separate tests revealed that he no longer carried even a trace of HIV. Each of these three stories had happened between 15 and 30 years prior.

As I finished sharing the stories, I said, “Soon, we will not be talking about the miracle that God did 30 years ago or 20 years ago. We will not even be talking about what God did last year. Instead, we will be talking about what God did this past week or just yesterday or even today.

Having watched the Lakeland Outpouring and seeing nightly miracles, I realized that God is a God of abundance, even when it comes to healing. If I had known more when I first began to experience healing myself, I would have developed an emphasis in healing as a regular part of ministry. Instead, in sheer ignorance, I fell back into thinking that God only does miracles on rare occasions.

Persistence in prayer was stressed in the Outpouring. “If you don’t get healed one night of the revival, come back the next and get prayed for again, and keep coming and asking until you get it,” the evangelist said. This type of persistence is what Jesus taught with the parables of the persistent widow and the unjust judge (see Luke 18:1-8) and the man who kept knocking at his neighbor’s door at midnight until his neighbor gave him bread (see Luke 11:5-8).

This countered a false assumption that I had inherited that says, “If God doesn’t heal you when you ask the first time, then it must not be His will to heal you.” God often looks for persistence, as in the story of the Gentile woman who asked for healing for her daughter (see Matt. 15:22-28). Though Jesus was called, at that time, to focus on the house of Israel, He healed the Gentile mother’s sick child because of her persistence.

Here is the Luke 11 passage:

Then He said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set before him.’ Then the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children are with me in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything’ I tell you, though he will not get up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man’s boldness he will get up and give him as much as he needs” (Luke 11:5-8).



The strongest, life-changing message I received from the Lakeland Outpouring was that the Word of God never went forward in the New Testament under Jesus or the apostles without a demonstration of God’s power. And in our present day, the Word should also never be preached without signs, wonders, and miracles. Paul writes about this in First Corinthians 2:

When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power (1 Corinthians 2:1-5).



Why would God choose signs, wonders, and miracles to confirm the preaching of His Word? To distinguish His Word from all other false religions and philosophies. Any individual or group, with some degree of intelligence, could fabricate a religious belief, start teaching it, and even get a following. From the beginning, satan and his evil spirits have influenced religion after religion. Paul referred to the teachings of demons in First Timothy 4:1, “The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.”

Many times, like in Isaiah 41, God challenged the pagan gods to declare something miraculous and then try to bring it to pass as He does, but they could not. Every word of prophecy the Lord uttered was a sign to distinguish His true word and power from those false claims of demons and men.

Missionaries T.L. and Daisy Osborn write in their classic book, Healing the Sick, of the failure of their first missionary endeavor to India. Not one soul was convinced by all the preaching that they did. Returning home to the States, they attended the meeting of an evangelist who experienced many manifestations of healing as he prayed for people. T.L. and Daisy saw cripples come up out of wheelchairs and walk, the blind see, and the deaf hear. They began to study healing in the Scriptures and began praying for the Lord’s anointing to heal. As their faith was activated to believe for the miraculous, the Lord performed healing miracle after healing miracle through their ministry. They returned to the mission field with a demonstration of power to accompany their preaching, and masses of East Indians saw and experienced the healing power of God and were convinced by the miracles that the Christian God was the true God and that His Word, the Bible, was the true word. In the Osborn’s ministry, hundreds of thousands have been healed, and millions have been saved.

How much quicker would pastors, missionaries, and evangelists reach the lost around the globe if they fully exercised their Spirit-given powers and used the gifts of healing, prophecy, tongues, and the discernment and casting out of demonic spirits? Why do we use a shovel when God has given us a bulldozer?





 
 
 CHAPTER 4
 More Miracles

Cassidy Wood was not the only one who was healed on that first Wednesday night when we began our healing ministry. Two more testimonies of miracles came out of the meeting. The second miracle was shared with me on Friday night by Cassidy’s mother, Vicky. That Friday, at 7 P.M., our dance academy hosted their spring recital. Vicky Wood worked as a volunteer throughout the program and then stayed for an hour to help clean up and arrange the room for the coming Sunday service along with several other mothers. When all was finished about 10:00 P.M., all but Vicky, Cassidy, and Vicky’s other daughter, Morgan, went out to eat at a local restaurant. However, at about 10:30 P.M., Vicky and the girls came in to the restaurant and joined us. Vicky sat down next to me.

“What are you doing out this late?” I asked her.

“Oh, we just picked up a little white kitten we’ve adopted, took it home, and are just getting here,” she replied.

“But, aren’t you usually in bed by 9 because of your fatigue symptoms?”

“Usually, but last Wednesday night, when you announced that we were going to begin praying for the sick, I felt a jolt of electricity shoot through my entire being as you said the words. I guess the Lord started healing me at that moment because I feel fine and have my energy back.”

Once again I was stunned. “How much of a percentage would you say you are at in your energy and strength?”

“Oh, about 85 percent. I went to work out yesterday, which I haven’t felt like doing for months, and I found my muscles were out of shape from where I was before the virus.”

“Vicky, that’s great! Hallelujah!”

“Yep, God is a great God,” she said.

The third miracle was shared the next Sunday by Sherri DeBell, our associate pastor Jay DeBell’s wife. She was pregnant at the time with their third child. From the first day of her pregnancy, she had vomited daily, causing great fatigue to her whole system. As I was sharing with the congregation about Cassidy’s and Vicky’s miracles, Sherri spoke up, “I have a testimony. I have also regained my strength and energy as a result of Wednesday’s healing service. As my energy has come back, depression has lifted off of me as well.”

When she finished, the people went wild clapping, cheering, and praising God. We knew then that God had indeed called us as a church to this ministry. He was confirming His Word with signs, wonders, and miracles.





 
 
 CHAPTER 5
 Earnestly Desire the Spiritual Gifts

The Lakeland Outpouring services were telecast nightly from April until August 2008. I tuned in to as many broadcasts as I could and started using more of my private time for establishing a deeper relationship with the Father through prayer, worship, and study of the Word. I especially focused in my Bible study on those passages relating to the healing ministry.

I acquired and read every book I could find on healing. I also began reading the biographies of those God used in the healing ministry.

The most important lesson I learned about those God had used, or was using, in the healing ministry was that daily they spent many hours alone with God. They inquired of God, sought His glorious presence, and communed with Him. They asked for His companionship and compassion and asked to be used to minister to His people. They asked for His gifts and sought the wisdom of His Word. As I too began to do this, the Lord began to show me new revelation and insight into the meaning of the Word of God.

One of the most important things He shared with me was an understanding of First Corinthians 14:1 that says, “Pursue love, yet earnestly desire spiritual gifts…” (NASB).

“What do you think ‘earnestly desire spiritual gifts’ means?” I felt the Lord ask me. “Wishful thinking about once every six months or so and then forgetting you ever asked?” Ouch, the Lord pegged me on that one. “No, Lord, it doesn’t,” I replied.

“Ken, ‘earnestly desire’ means to pursue one of the gifts as you would a college major, and after that, pursue the gift as you would a profession—much like a brain surgeon would brain surgery.”

I felt God tell me that He would use any believer in any of the gifts, but the first prerequisite is that the person desire the gift in the earnest fashion, which He had just made clear to me. That is what the Holy Spirit is looking for when He is distributing the spiritual gifts. God’s gifts are valuable and precious to Him, and they are to be treated with great respect and honor. He is not going to give His gifts to those who do not care about them or are flippant about their use.

If you have been a supervisor or employer, you cherish those who come to work every day with an enthusiastic, positive spirit, an excellent work ethic, a strong desire to learn, and the ability to execute responsibilities with speed and accuracy. God is the same way. He wants to see passionate fire in our hearts to follow after Him. He doesn’t want to see negative attitudes, slothfulness, carelessness, or selfishness. Unfortunately, that’s a lot of what God gets from the average church goer. When someone pursues God with all of his or her heart, mind, soul, and strength, God shows Himself mightily through that person.

At our church, as our intensity level for God increased, so did the miracles. Miracles of healing began to manifest weekly after we initiated our ministry times at the end of each service, and they continue to this day. As the Lord led me into the healing ministry, He also led me to encourage our people to minister in healing. I began encouraging them in my sermons with Scriptures, like when Jesus sent out the 12 disciples and then the 70 and gave them all power and authority to heal (see Luke Chapter 9 and Chapter 10). I had them pray for the sick in our services.

I encouraged them to pray for their sick family members, friends, coworkers, and people whom they met in the community: “God will use any and all of you if you earnestly desire to be used in the healing ministry.” Several of our people began to pray for others outside the church. I told them, “If you will pray for divine appointments, God will lead you to people.” Then, for some reason, I said, “People will come up to you, and they won’t know exactly why they are drawn to you. It will look like an angel is pushing them from behind.” That’s exactly what began happening to me.

The first healing outside our church occurred at the International House of Pancakes one Saturday morning. My youth pastor, Shawn, and I were eating breakfast, and an 18-year-old, Carmen, was our server. Shawn and I were talking about what God had been showing us and teaching us. Carmen brought our food and then kept coming back to the table several times to fill our water glasses, so much so that I finally said, “Carmen, if I take another drink, I’ll bust. I think we’re through. Thank you.”

She went away and I said to Shawn, “I think this is a divine appointment. The Lord is going to use us to minister to her somehow.” Soon, Carmen returned not to fill our glasses, but to tell us that she was going to have to go home because of an asthma attack resulting from the smoke in the restaurant kitchen. I felt the Lord say, “Pray for her, and I will heal her.” A supernatural faith rose up in me, and I did not hesitate to obey.

“Carmen, how would you like to be healed of your asthma and never suffer an attack or symptom another day of your life?”

“I would,” she said.

“Take my hand then, and take Shawn’s also,” I said. She looked a little shy. “We are going to pray, and it won’t be long.” She took hold of our hands.

“Dear Father, right now we come to You and ask that You heal Carmen of her asthma. Let her never suffer from this again. Amen.” I prayed and then looked up at her.

“Thanks,” she said with a smile and then left to care for another customer. That was the last we saw of her that day.

A week and a half later, I received a phone call from Carmen.

“Brother Ken, this is Carmen from IHOP. Remember on a Saturday you came in, I waited on you, and you and Shawn prayed for my asthma?”

“Yes, I do,” I replied.

“Well, it has been a week and a half, and I haven’t had a single symptom,” she gushed. “And I’ve been active, too.”

I asked, “Have you been working at IHOP around the kitchen smoke?”

“Yes,” she said. “I just want to thank you all because my asthma was so bad I would have to take treatments several times a day.” After the call ended, I did a little dance in my office.

God heals anywhere, not just in church, and He will use any Christian who loves Him and loves other people. The next supernatural healing outside the church resulted from one of our members, a dear Hispanic lady named Eleanor. Eleanor is from a Catholic background and has one of the most sincere and devoted relationships to Christ of anyone I’ve met. One day she needed to go to the doctor. Her husband had to drive her there, but first had to go into work. She went with him and waited at his office. While there, one of her husband’s coworkers grimaced in pain over his knees. Eleanor saw it and asked the man what was causing the pain? He answered, “Arthritis.”

She asked if he would let her pray for him to be healed. He complied and right there in the office, she laid hands on his knees and prayed for healing. A few days later the man called her at her home and said that since she had prayed for him, his knees no longer hurt. He had been healed. When Eleanor gave the report at church, our people were greatly encouraged and began praying for people outside the church as well.

Truly, these signs shall follow all who believe. “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours,” says Mark 11:24.





 
 
 CHAPTER 6
 Let Jesus Be Jesus

As you desire the Lord and get closer in relationship to Him, the Lord will reveal more wisdom and understanding to you. As I spent more hours in communion with the Lord, I found this to be true. The Lord spoke to me one day in the following way.

“Ken, who lives in your heart?”

“Jesus,” I replied.

“Do you think that the Jesus who lives in your heart wants to do anything different than the same Jesus who walked the face of the earth over 2,000 years ago?” He asked.

“No, Lord. He probably wants to do the same things.”

“Yes,” said the Lord. “He wants to do the very same things. He wants to heal. He wants to cast out devils. He wants to raise the dead. He wants to proclaim the good news of the Kingdom of God. Everything He did then, He wants to do now, in and through you and through His Church.” He went on to say, “The part of you that doesn’t let Jesus be Jesus is the part of your flesh that needs to die.”

This was an awesome revelation to me, which fell entirely in line with Scripture. I remembered that Jesus was actually excited to go back to the Father in Heaven so that He could send the Holy Spirit. John 16:7 says, “But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.” This was so that we could do the same works and even greater than those He did.

He promised that He would be in us and with us always. He prayed in John 17:20-24 that we would be one as He was with the Father. If you look at Jesus’ ministry, you see that He was so in unity with the Father that He only did what He saw the Father do and only said what He heard the Father say (see John 5:19; 12:49-50). I thought about this: How much easier could it have been for Jesus to see then do, to hear then say? See. Do. Hear. Say. If you want to know Jesus’ ministry model and copy it to a tee, just adopt His model and stick with it. Jesus totally humbled Himself and stayed connected with the Father. If we do this simple thing, the complex issues of life and ministry will fall in line.

Many know of Todd Bentley’s fall at the close of the Lakeland Outpouring. In the counseling sessions with Rick Joyner, recorded on the Morning Star Ministries Website, Todd related that disconnectedness with the Father became his main problem. At the beginning of the revival, he often spent hours a day before services in communion with the Father. Then the organizational meetings increased, as did the requests for media interviews. The inflow of the Spirit dried up, and the flesh rose to take its place.

Ministry can get very busy, but each minister must demand of himself or herself to spend time alone in the presence of God. This daily appointment to fellowship with God is the most important appointment of the day.

To discount the entire Lakeland Outpouring because of Todd’s moral failure is a great mistake. To discount how God worked through Todd, one would have to discount how God used King David, Samson, Moses, and Peter after their failures. To write someone off as forevermore unusable, unworthy, or incapable of salvation or ministry is the type of judgment Jesus forbade. He even gave a warning with “Do not judge, and you will not be judged” (Luke 6:37). So to be biblical, we must never condone sin, but we must help the weak to achieve restoration. Above all, we must encourage them toward a vibrant and strong one-on-one relationship with God.

The “oneness-in-relationship” that Jesus has with the Father is the same oneness the Holy Spirit has with the Father. John 16:13 says of the Holy Spirit:

But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on His own; He will speak only what He hears, and He will tell you what is yet to come (John 16:13).



Notice also that the Holy Spirit only speaks what He hears. It is this “oneness-in-relationship” that Jesus prayed His disciples and all future believers would experience.

One other Scripture passage came to mind as I thought about what God had said to me. Paul wrote these words in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me….” Paul also stressed to the Galatians this “oneness-in-relationship” with the Father:

My little children, for whom I am again suffering birth pangs until Christ is completely and permanently formed (molded) within you (Galatians 4:19 AMP).



We must get to the place where Christ is fully formed in us. We must experience the same type of oneness with the Father as Jesus and the Holy Spirit do. Then we will hear and see and then say and do only what the Father says and does, and an explosion of miracles will occur. It’s that easy, and it’s that hard. From experience, I can tell you that there’s no more awesome place to be.




The Same Spirit

If Jesus lives in you and me, then so does the same Spirit. Romans says:

If the Spirit of Him Who raised up Jesus from the dead dwells in you, [then] He Who raised up Christ Jesus from the dead will also restore to life your mortal [short-lived, imperishable] bodies through His Spirit Who dwells in you (Romans 8:11 AMP).



Healing evangelist Curry Blake points out in his Divine Healing Technician Training CD series that, “The Holy Spirit in us has been a part of every miracle that has ever taken place. So we do not have to fear any disease as too formidable. The Holy Spirit has already defeated it before.”1 I would add that the Holy Spirit has also been part of every creative act in the universe. He was there when every child was formed in the womb. The Holy Spirit was present at every miracle provision, like the multiplication of oil for the prophet’s widow (see 2 Kings 4:1-7) and the multiplication of the fish and loaves in the feeding of the 5,000 and the 4,000 (see Mark 6:30-44; Mark 8:1-9). He was there when every demon was cast out.

The Holy Spirit was present at every resurrection. He was there at Ezekiel’s valley of dry bones when an entire army was raised to life again (see Ezekiel chapter 37). He was there at the resurrection of the widow’s son (see 2 Kings 4:8-37). He was there when Lazarus was raised from the dead (see John Chapter 11) and when Jesus was resurrected from the dead (see Romans 8:11). Everything Jesus did, He did by the Spirit of God.

If we have any kind of fear or apprehension in ministering in healing, casting out devils, or in raising the dead, we need to remember that the Holy Spirit in us has no fear or apprehension. He has done it all before without a single failure. What we must do in order to do the works of Christ is not try to conjure the power of the Spirit and control it. Rather, we must surrender to the Spirit and let the Spirit of God control us, like a wire is a conduit for electricity. The wire does not generate the electricity. It merely allows the power to flow freely through it.




The Same Mind

If Jesus lives in you and me, then so does His mind. Paul writes in First Corinthians 2:16, “…But we have the mind of Christ.” Jesus said:

I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you
friends, for everything that I learned from My Father I have made known to you (John 15:15).



The word friend here is better understood as “business confidant” or “business partner.” Jesus is clearly saying that the same full package of knowledge that He received from the Father is the same full package of knowledge that He was giving to His followers. It is all available to us. All we need to do is keep learning and growing in that knowledge. We must always apply what we learn and become doers of the Word. I love what Deuteronomy 29:29 says: “‘The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.’” If God has revealed it to us, it becomes ours and our descendants’ forever.

In John 15 Jesus goes on to say:

You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in My name (John 15:16).



That sounds like a blank check. God used Mike Lacy to prophesy to me as I was starting out in the healing ministry. Mike said, “The Lord doesn’t want you to hesitate when it comes to ministering healing to people.”

“Does that mean that I have a blank check to minister to anyone who needs healing at any time and any place?”

“I’ll check,” he said. Within the hour, he called me with another word, “The Lord says, ‘Yes, you’ve got a blank check. Don’t hesitate.’”

I got it.




The Same Great Works

Jesus delighted in imparting the anointing to heal and cast out devils. He loved it when the disciples returned with stories of the sick being healed and devils being cast out. All the while He was engaged in ministry, He was modeling how God the Father wanted to work through the ministry of each believer.

The Gospel accounts record that the sick and demonized were brought to Jesus and that He healed them all (see Luke 4:40). Sometimes these crowds numbered more than 5,000. Think of the numbers and types of diseases and injuries that were healed. Can you imagine the emotional outbursts from the people who were healed themselves or who saw their child healed? If one crippled man in Scripture who was healed created such a stir by walking and leaping and praising God (see Acts 3:8), imagine what 100 healed cripples would do.

In January 2009, I was at the Western Wall in Israel for the welcoming of the Sabbath, just after the Israeli army had crushed a Hamas attack emanating from the Gaza Strip. It was organized chaos. Groups everywhere on the plaza were dancing and singing different songs at the top of their lungs. A group of 50 young soldiers were celebrating in a round dance—I was invited to join, so I did. When our precious Jewish brothers and sisters have something to celebrate, they hold nothing back. People who have just been healed also hold nothing back, no matter their nationality.

When Jesus told His disciples in John 14:12, “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in Me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the
Father,” the disciples probably imagined having their own meetings where everyone would be healed. It happened in Acts 5:

The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade. No one else dared join them, even though they were highly regarded by the people. Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number. As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by. Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by evil spirits, and
all of them were healed (Acts 5:12-16).



Even Paul, who was a second-generation Christian and not an original apostle, prayed for the sick and they were healed. Acts 19:11-12 records,

God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them.



The greater works, or extraordinary miracles, were already beginning. In a 2008 conference in Dallas, Texas, Benny Hinn talked about wanting the modern Church to have meetings again where all needing healing would be healed instantly in a single service. He mentioned that Oral Roberts told him that there was one meeting in his healing crusades where all were healed and no one left that needed prayer.

I believe that this level of God’s glory and healing anointing will begin to manifest again very soon in the ministries of those who are faithful to cultivate the ministry of healing in their services and in their daily walk. If we will let the Jesus in us be the same Jesus that healed all in the New Testament period, we too will see meetings where all will be healed.




Endnote

1. Curry Blake, Divine Healing Technician Training, CD series.






 
 
 CHAPTER 7
 Thy Kingdom Come

Jesus taught His disciples to pray in Matthew 6:10, “Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” A few chapters over, Matthew 9:35 documents that, “Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness.” Jesus says in Matthew 12:28, “But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.”

In Matthew 10:1-7, Jesus empowers and commissions His disciples in the following way:

He called his twelve disciples to Him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ‘Do not go among the Gentiles
or enter any town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As you go, preach this message: “The kingdom of heaven is near” (Matthew 10:1,5-7).



The King James Bible translates this last verse, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

It is very clear from these Scriptures that Jesus came to establish God’s will, “as it is in heaven,” on earth. It is also evident that He was not talking just about the future, but the present. The Kingdom of God would be established as He and His followers proclaimed the good news, healed the sick, and drove out evil spirits.

Newly confronted with these Scriptures, I began to see how much we in the modern Church in the United States have allowed ourselves to be separated from our full responsibility to establish the Kingdom of Heaven on earth. We boldly pursue the preaching of the Good News, but for a variety of reasons, are timid with healing the sick and driving out evil spirits. Personally, I believed in healing and deliverance, but growing up, my experiences in both were far and wide. What was different between ministry today and Jesus’ ministry? In Jesus’ ministry, everything was done in abundance. The Word was always preached with signs and wonders following. Had the rules changed? Had God changed, or had we changed?

As a pastor, I was ready to place everything on the table—every belief, every way of doing things, every mind-set, and every learned behavior.

“All right, God, it’s all there,” I said. “Whatever is causing us to fall short of walking in the fullness of the Spirit as the Early Church did, take it away. Cast down every thought that exalts itself against Your knowledge and will. Shake what must be shaken. Remove what needs to be removed. Reveal what needs to be revealed. Teach what needs to be taught. I am willing to learn, to change, to re-order my time and life—whatever it takes. Just let us see Your gifts operate in abundance, and let us see Your signs and wonders in abundance again.”

This was not a one-time prayer, but one I continue to pray often.





 
 
 CHAPTER 8
 Impartation of the Anointing to Heal

As I continued to tune in to the Lakeland Outpouring, I saw how the Lord was healing in abundance night after night. As evangelists and pastors ministered throughout the course of the revival, God used each one to bring healing to those who needed it. Each minister also strongly encouraged those attending the revival and those watching by television or Internet to receive an impartation of the anointing to heal and to begin to use it to bring revival to their hometowns, cities, villages, and countries.

All of this challenged, in a good way, my thinking about receiving the anointing of God to pray for the sick and to see them healed. Growing up, the general consensus of the Christians I knew was that miracle healings were possible, but not perceived to be in abundance. Another de facto belief was that God bestowed the gift of healing on a few select and special people, like Oral Roberts and Benny Hinn. But now I saw myself, along with every one of my church members and any sincere believer in Christ, as viable candidates for the gift of healing. As long as you are willing to earnestly desire any spiritual gift and do what it takes to develop it, all the gifts are available.

The poverty of supernatural healings and other types of miracles in the Church has never been the result of a directive from God. As there is a harvest of souls ready for salvation just waiting for human laborers, there is a harvest of sick ready to be healed and a harvest of captives waiting to be set free from evil spirits. The problem is the same for each—the laborers are few. God is looking for believers who will take up the mantles of evangelism, healing, and deliverance. He is looking for those willing to do the full works of Christ again.

The question is, how does the anointing for healing, or any other gift, come to us? Does it come straight from God, or is it passed on from a spiritual father as Elijah passed his anointing to Elisha in Second Kings 2:11-14? Can it be imparted, and can it be activated today as it was in the Bible?

In short, the anointing to heal comes from God. It can come directly from God, or it can be imparted from one human to another. The anointing to heal is still active today and can be transferred from one person to the next. When it is transferred from one person to the next, it is done so through a God-ordained prophetic act. For example, the person who has the gift of healing lays hands on another person, anoints them with oil, and proclaims prophetically, “I impart the healing anointing of the Lord to you.”

The best way to describe the anointing and the process of impartation is to compare it to how I use my bank debit card. When I opened a checking account at the bank, I deposited money. Then they gave (imparted) to me a debit card with which to make purchases or withdrawals. Next I had to activate the card, and from then on, I could use the card to access the money in my account.

When you receive Christ into your heart, you qualify to receive the privilege of accessing all of the same aspects of the anointing (God’s spiritual bank account) that rested on Him by the Holy Spirit. After all, if Jesus lives in you, so does His anointing. But the various facets of His anointing, like the anointing for healing, come in impartations.

Impartation is like God giving you a debit card to access the various aspects of the anointing—with it comes permission and authority. But the card must be activated by you before full access is complete.

Activation is different from impartation. Impartation comes from without, from an outside agent to you. Activations come from within you and involves faith in receiving the prophetic impartation and acting upon that faith. For instance, when Elijah was taken up to Heaven, his outer cloak (mantle) fell to the ground. Elisha had been told if he saw Elijah taken to Heaven that he would receive a double portion of Elijah’s anointing. As Elisha watched, the impartation took place in the spirit realm. When Elisha went over and picked up the cloak, he symbolically received the impartation to himself. When Elisha went back to the Jordan River to cross over it, he took the cloak and struck the water and said, “Where now is the God of Elijah?” The waters parted for Elisha as they had done for Elijah. This was how Elisha activated the anointing (see 2 Kings 2:11-14).

We have to take action to activate that right and privilege that has been imparted to us. Just because you have had a gift of the Spirit imparted to you does not mean it automatically performs on its own. You have to use faith to exercise the anointing you have received. There must be a continual exercise of faith on our part to keep the anointing activated.

Paul, at one point, had to encourage Timothy to reactivate his gift by fanning it into flame.

Look at First Timothy 4:14:

Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you.



Then read Second Timothy 1:6:

For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands.






Questions About the Anointing

Does God impart gifts directly? Yes He does. God gave Solomon supernatural wisdom directly (see 1 Kings 3:5-15). Does God also impart gifts from one person to another? Yes He does.

Jesus Himself practiced impartation by imparting to His disciples, and later to the 70, authority to heal the sick and cast out devils (see Luke Chapter 9 and Chapter 10). It is obvious from Romans 1:11-12 that Paul knew of the practice, for he spoke of using it directly. “I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong—that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith.” The gift of the Spirit given to Timothy came through the laying on of Paul’s hands. Of course, the gift originated from God. But, it was given through impartation by means of a prophetic word and prophetic act by Paul. This is God’s design.

What is the purpose of the laying on of hands if it is not for impartation? What is the purpose of anointing with oil if not for impartation? How about prayer? When we pray, we believe that God will give, or grant to the person the thing for which we are asking. That is impartation. God uses us to impart something from Him to the other person.

People can say what they want in opposition to the concept of imparting spiritual gifts, but the biblical references I just stated favor it.

Historical evidence also favors impartation. Most of the great healing evangelists refer back to someone through whom they received the impartation of healing. Benny Hinn refers to Katherine Kuhlman, T.L. Osborn to William Branham, and John G. Lake to John Alexander Dowie, for example. When Todd Bentley prayed and made a declaration of impartation of the healing anointing for anyone who wanted it, I was watching in Oklahoma City and, by faith, received it. The results were immediate. The healing anointing of Jesus was upon me and operated in the very next church service in which I ministered. Three people were healed. Mike Lacy was also used by God to impart the prophetic anointing to me.

Common church practices affirm impartation. More people receive the Holy Spirit, the gifts of the Spirit and the manifestations of the gifts (miracles, etc.) through the prophetic acts of laying on of hands, anointing with oil, and prayer, than without. I have taught on healing, prayed for my people, and held impartation ceremonies complete with the laying on of hands and anointing with oil. After that, many of these same people went out, prayed for people, and returned with stories of miracle healings.

Sometimes we don’t have faith to receive the impartation of an anointing from God even though we read about it in Scripture. However, once we can see it modeled before our eyes in another person, we then believe the gift still is in operation in our time. If someone teaches us that we personally can receive an anointing and our own faith reaches out and takes possession of that word, then an impartation finally occurs. The anointing is transferred much like a father passes on his wealth or business, through inheritance or partnership, to his son. The laying on of hands, anointing with oil, prayer, acts of consecration, acts of commissioning, and the giving of prophetic words are transferring mechanisms, all of which God has approved in Scripture, for getting His supernatural anointing into a person’s life.

Once you have received the impartation of an anointing from someone and begin to use a spiritual gift, don’t stop there. Ask the person, if he or she is available, for wisdom in cultivating the gift. Ask if they will correspond with you through e-mail, telephone, or by mail. If they have written or preached sermons about using the gift, get their books, CDs, and DVDs. Then devour them.

Can you seek an anointing from someone or do you have to wait for the anointing to come to you? It can come both ways. Elisha sought the anointing of Elijah. Not only did he do this, he asked for a double portion. God honors that and is probably stirring the desire in you to receive the anointing from someone. By contrast, Samuel, at the direction of God, sought out both Saul and David and anointed them kings of Israel. They had no prior warnings or desires to be king. Samuel, through prophetic decree, by the anointing of oil and the laying on of hands, imparted the anointing. The Holy Spirit rested on these men at that time and empowered them with the ability to do what their duties as king required.

Can you receive a greater anointing to do greater works than the one you receive an anointing from? Yes. In fact, according to Jesus, that is exactly what is supposed to happen. He said that we will do even greater works than the ones He did (see John 14:12). God will always directly add more anointing to those who faithfully use what anointing they have received. The parable of the talents shows this about God. The two servants with the ten and five talents doubled their earnings. They were given more (see Matthew 25:14-30). In fact, if you compare the stories in the Synoptic Gospels, you will find that they received rulership over entire cities. It is prophesied that we will rule and reign with Christ over the nations of the earth in the millennium (see 2 Timothy 2:12). Those who are faithful to produce fruit with the gifts God has given them will be given places of leadership and rulership with Him.

What if the person I received an impartation from fell into scriptural error or sin? Does that invalidate the anointing I received? No. John Alexander Dowie and William Branham both fell into doctrinal error, but their protégés, John G. Lake and T.L. Osborn, both went on to have outstanding healing ministries with hundreds of thousands healed in each ministry. God loved, anointed, and used Dowie and Branham. Their failures could have been anyone’s. Great fruit was born during their ministries, and great fruit continues to be born in the spiritual sons and daughters whom these men produced, primarily because not many of those sons and daughters followed them into error.

With regard to Dowie and Branham, we should not look back at them in condemnation, but with grief as David did upon Saul when he was slain on Mount Gilboa. First Samuel 31 and Second Samuel 1 record the battle and David’s lament for Saul. Saul did many great things for Israel, ruling for 40 years. God used Saul and made him mighty in battle. His failure is treated as a tragedy.

For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him… (2 Chronicles 16:9 NKJV).



God wants to show His supernatural strength through those who have loyal hearts to Him.





 
 
 CHAPTER 9
 A New Dimension of Worship

When you begin to hunger after God, the whole dynamic of worship changes. Everything goes deeper. As I began to draw nearer to God, He began to draw nearer to me, just as James 4:8 says. As He drew near, He began to reveal more of His heart to me. This made me love Him and want to worship Him more. Hebrews 4:16 says, “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace…” (NKJV). So in obedience, I began coming more often. I began spending more time in the throne room of God in intimate fellowship, mostly worshiping.

An amazing thing began to happen the more daily fellowship I shared with the Lord. I would wake up and a new song of worship would be playing in my mind—a song I had never heard before. This has happened at other times in my life, but the more time I spent in the throne room of God daily, the more new songs would rise up out of my inner being. Some weeks, I would get one new song a day.

As a worship leader and songwriter, receiving new worship songs like this was like finding a gold mine. My father and mother enrolled me in piano lessons at age 5. At age 13, I dedicated that talent to the Lord. At 15, I wrote my first song. In all of my ministry experience, writing, singing, playing, and leading in praise and worship have played a major part. Many times in the past I have tried to fill a blank page and come up with nothing. Now, I could not write and record fast enough. It felt more like dictation than creation.

One day, I had a peculiar thought: “This must be what Handel, the classical composer, experienced when he wrote Messiah. Handel wrote his complete work Messiah in 21 days. When I was young I thought that was incredible. Now, I see how it could have happened. If you listen to the whole thing, you will understand why some feel this is the most anointed, God-inspired musical work of all time. When the entire work was first presented, the king was so moved that he stood at the beginning of the “Hallelujah Chorus” and didn’t sit down again until it was over. Of course, the whole court of people stood when the king did. The tradition of standing for the “Hallelujah Chorus” continues to this day whenever the chorus is sung.

The more time I spent in God’s presence, the more He cultivated and blessed the gift of writing worship. Not only did the songs increase in quantity, but their quality and depth increased as well. Think about what Scripture says about Jesus. Was His greatness attributed to His own wit, wisdom, and ability? No, John 5:19 says that He did nothing on His own, but only did what He first saw the Father do. What does this tell us about cultivating our own gifts? No matter what natural or developed talents you have, if you are an artist, your best art will be produced the closer you get to God in intimate relationship. If you are a business owner, your best ideas will come from doing and saying what you see and hear your Father in Heaven do. What God inspires He anoints, and what God anoints inspires people.

These new, God-inspired worship songs have helped carry the revival we are experiencing at our church to new and deeper levels. Songs that have come out of a throne-room experience with God will lead others into the throne room.





 
 
 CHAPTER 10
 More to Healing Than Meets the Eye

It is not just a body part that gets healed. There are more benefits to healing that I did not realize at first. New life is birthed in the person. Fresh hope is awakened. Healing is also one of the greatest financial miracles one can receive. One lady’s spinal stimulator cost $141,000. In these times, one surgery can bankrupt a family or thrust them into poverty from loss of work.

As I saw people I knew begin to throw away walkers and turn off spinal stimulators, live free from pain and joyously go back to work, I began to see why Jesus loved healing so much. How do you think it felt for the mother in the Bible, whose one and only son had died, to receive him back to life again (see Luke 7:11-16)? Healing doesn’t just benefit the one being healed.

I have never lived with constant, nagging, or crippling pain. But there are many who do. I have never had a child who suffered in this way, either. But there are many who do. Seeing people like this touched and healed by the loving power of God stirred up an indescribable empathy and compassion in me that I didn’t know I could feel. It also began to stir my passion for God. The compassion God gives to heal creates a contagious bonfire that spreads life and excitement in the Church and out into the community.

I now see why healing evangelists bought tents and went out to the people. They couldn’t wait for people to come to them.

Every believer, every pastor, every church should pursue the healing ministry. Jesus was in the healing profession. It is time we entered back into it as a profession as well. Jesus still wants to be the healing Jesus.




Necks, Backs, and Knees Healed

One Sunday, just a few weeks after we began praying for the sick, one of the ladies in the church, Lupe Thomas, asked to share her testimony at the close of service. She shared how, the prior Sunday, she had come forward for healing for her lower back. “Usually,” she said, “I can only stand for the first song or two and then my back would start hurting so bad that I had to sit down. But after being prayed for last Sunday, the Lord has touched me. Today, I did what I’ve wanted to do for years and that is to stand all the way through worship and praise my God. God has healed me, and I am free to worship Him like I want to.”

Why does God want to heal a person of sickness, disease, and injury? Part of the reason is so that His child can worship Him without reservation or limitation. Why does the devil want a person afflicted with sickness, disease, and injury? Because it will distract, deter, and even shut down a person’s ability to worship or to minister and serve other people.

Another of our ladies named Sharon McGhee came up for prayer one Sunday. The vertebrae in Sharon’s neck would not stay in alignment. She could not even think of sleeping on her right side, and she went to the chiropractor two to three times a day for adjustments. She was missing several days of work on top of it all. Sharon came up for prayer during one of our healing ministry times. As she was anointed with oil and hands were laid on her head, the Spirit of God came upon her in a powerful way and she fell to the ground. Most people fall backward, but Sharon fell to the right. As I went on to pray for others, Sharon laid on the floor for about ten minutes, then she got up and announced that she had been healed.

“How do you know?” I asked. In tears of joy she said, “I could not lay on my right side because of the neck pain it would cause. But, I just laid down on my right side for the longest time ever in years and I had no pain.”

One of our new believers saw the miracles of healing taking place week by week and told her grandmother about them. One Sunday she came to visit with her granddaughter and receive prayer for healing. She had had back trouble for more than 20 years and came hobbling into service with a walker. When she came up for prayer I felt the Spirit of the Lord move upon me with two other gifts of the Spirit. One was prophecy and the other was the gift of faith. I looked her in the eyes and said, “Dear One, as I anoint you with oil, the Lord is going to touch you in a powerful way. You will feel His presence very strongly and when it comes you will be instantly and completely healed in your back. Are you ready?”

“I’m ready,” she said. This was the first time while praying for someone that I sensed a strong, child-like faith coming from the person.

“Father, in the name of Jesus, let Your Holy Spirit come upon this woman in might and power…” As I said those words, I gently touched her head with oil and the Spirit of God came so forcefully she fell to the ground backward as if she had been shoved. I turned to one of my deacons, Dan, who was standing next to me with the bottle of oil and said, “I didn’t even get to finish my prayer.” I stood there a minute looking at her and turned to Dan, “Well, what happened is exactly what I felt and said would happen.” God didn’t need more prayer. He gave me the command to prophetically declare what the Spirit would do. I obeyed and made the declaration in an absolute atmosphere of God-given faith. That was enough.

When she indicated that she was ready to get up, I asked, “What is it that you could not do before?”

She said, “I could not touch my toes.”

I said, “All right, bend over and touch your toes.” Once again, I sensed that child-like faith. She bent over and easily touched her toes and then did it a few more times.

She joyfully exclaimed, “I haven’t been able to do that for 20 years.” She twisted side to side. No pain. Then, she said, “I knew if I could get here and receive prayer that I would be healed.” Looks like I wasn’t the only one whom God gave a supernatural gift of faith for this healing. God had already given it to her as well. That day, she walked out without her walker. I received news that our lady was touching her toes in Chili’s restaurant later that day.

On yet another Sunday, one of our ladies came up for prayer. She had such excruciating back and knee pain that, months earlier before the revival, her doctor had a spinal stimulator implanted into her lower back to block the pain. I know because I was there to pray with her before the surgery. She came up for prayer and experienced a strong encounter with the Lord. The next week she testified that the pain had left both her back and knees.

My wife, Missy, is usually an active, on-the-go person. Somehow, she developed a condition of chronic pain in both knees. This went for over a year and a half. Missy came up for prayer many times over a period of months for her knees to be healed, yet no healing occurred. At our church, we created what we call a Persist List for those who do not receive their healings right away. The Persist List is based on Jesus’ teaching of the woman who kept coming time after time to the unjust judge for justice. Jesus used her example to teach that we should always pray and never give up (see Luke 18:1-8).

One day while I was at home, Missy announced that she was going down to the lake to walk the dog. This was one activity that she had cut out because of her knee pain. It suddenly dawned on me that for the past week, she had not said anything about her knee pain. “Honey, do you think that your knees have healed?” I asked. In a state of surprise she said, “I guess they have.” We both rejoiced and praised the Lord. Missy is back to her on-the-go lifestyle again.

So far, we have seen that back pain tops the list for the most frequent physical problem for which we pray. For adults, back pain is the second most common cause of lost work in the United States, according to the American Academy of Physical Medicine.1 Necks and knees seem to tie for second place. God has been healing them all.

Besides the Persist List, I have another list that includes a compilation of all the known diseases of the human body. One by one, as a person is healed of another disease on the list, I mark it off. I look forward to the day when every disease is checked off. Above the list, I wrote in “Jesus, Name Above All Names.” In my lifetime, I want to see the name of every disease on that list bow to His Name.




Endnote

1. Christian Nordqvist, “Study Shows Back Trouble May Start In Childhood,” American Academy of Physical Medicine, December 7, 2003 (accessed May 19, 2009); <http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/4817.php>.






 
 
 CHAPTER 11
 A Deepening Compassion

Seeing people touched and healed by the loving power of God stirred up an indescribable empathy and compassion in me that I didn’t know I could feel. Even more astounding was how empathy and compassion deepened throughout our whole congregation almost immediately. I could preach a thousand sermons on compassion and never achieve the level of compassion we now have.

When God instructed us as a church to take serious the healing ministry and we agreed, it was like entering into a covenant with God and with the sick. We were committed to a cause larger than ourselves. The cause has taken us down a path of exploration, searching, learning, and adjusting. The cause has taken us into deeper relationships with God, with one another, and even with complete strangers.

Many have been healed in our congregation, yet there are still some for whom we have prayed who still have not received their healing. Our commitment to see them all healed keeps us thinking and praying for one another. It keeps us striving to learn more about how God wants to heal. Do we get discouraged when praying for someone who does not get healed right away? Kind of, but not exactly. It actually serves to challenge us because we have tasted success, so we’ve learned to not give up. As the story was told in an earlier chapter, I prayed for plantar warts on my foot to be healed for four years. Then through a true miracle, they were healed. Jesus said, “…Everything is possible for him who believes” (Mark 9:23).

Healing evangelist Curry Blake has said that the devil has been around a long time and has figured out that if he stands his ground long enough, Christians will almost always give up. But once you realize that, you can persist in standing your ground for a miracle, and it will be the devil that gives up, and you will get your miracle. Compassion compels us, as a congregation, to stand our ground and to contend for one another’s healing.

The Gospels note that Jesus was often moved with compassion for the people before healing them (see Matt. 9:36; 14:14; 15:32; 20:34). So I began seeking the Lord to understand more deeply the compassion that Jesus felt. One day He brought me to First John 4:18a that says, “There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear….” Growing up, I always thought of love in terms of soft and gentle compassion. But, now that I am a father of two children, I realize that there is a dimension of love that fights for the one for which it cares.

Imagine that you are a parent and people have just kidnapped your young child and are driving off. You do not have a cell phone to call anyone, but you do have your car keys, and you are standing by your car. If you do not follow right away, you might lose the car and possibly lose your child forever. You get in and follow. You do not know what you will do when you confront the kidnappers, nor do you know if they are armed. All you know is that you will do anything and everything to get your child back, regardless of the risk to yourself. Your love is so strong that it overcomes all feelings of fear. It is an intervening love, a sacrificial love, a fighting love, a rescuing love, and a saving love. There is no greater love than the kind that lays it all on the line and risks everything on behalf of another. This is the perfect love that casts out all fear.

This is the kind of love and compassion Jesus possessed when He healed. His heart was crying for the person, yet fighting angry toward the sickness. When Jesus came to Lazarus’ tomb in John 11, He both wept and then “groaned in His spirit” (see John 11:33-35 NKJV). My Greek teacher at ORU, Dr. Jerry Horner, said the word picture in Greek for “groaned in the Spirit” could more clearly be rendered, that Jesus “snorted like an angry horse.” I never forgot that lesson. Jesus cried for His friend and Mary and Martha because He loved them so much, but He rose up in anger against the death that held Lazarus.

Now when I pray for the sick, both a compassionate, gentle love and a fighting, rescuing love for the person causes me to contend for the person’s healing at a deeper level. Developing the compassion of Jesus for the sick was a big key to seeing great results in healing.

I have spoken to our people many times on this subject and I have watched them grow into ardent warriors of love. In this context, it is OK to be both a lover and a fighter.





 
 
 CHAPTER 12
 Ministering Healing to the Sick

God is a creative God, and His methods for healing the sick have been as varied and intriguing as anything else He has done. In the Book of Exodus, God healed the entire nation of Israel during the eating of the first Passover meal. When they left, Scripture records that there was not one feeble person among them (see Ps. 105:37). In Numbers 21:8-9, God had Moses create a rod with the image of a snake on it. Those who were bitten by poisonous snakes were healed and lived. In Second Kings 4, God had the prophet Elisha lay on top of a dead child and the child was brought back to life.

In the New Testament, Jesus healed in a variety of ways. Sometimes He just spoke a word and said, “Go! It will be done just as you believed it would” (Matt. 8:13). In another instance Jesus put mud on a man’s eyes, told him to go wash it off, and the man was healed (see John 9). In Mark 16:18 Jesus said, “…they [all believers] will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.” And James admonished the elders of the Church to anoint with oil and pray because the prayer of faith would save the sick (see James 5:14-15).

I see four things as essential in the ministry of healing the sick. These are prayer, faith, understanding authority, and giving a directive. Let’s look at prayer first. In Acts 4:30 we find the disciples praying for God to manifest the healing power: “Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of Your holy servant Jesus.” God honored their prayer. Jesus prayed before He raised Lazarus from the dead in John 11.

…“Father, I thank You that You have heard Me. I knew that You always hear Me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that You sent Me.” When He had said this, Jesus called out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let them go” (John 11:41-44).



Prayer, or spending “throne time” with the Father, enables the believer to be sensitive to the voice of God when confronted with an opportunity for healing. It is during this type of close-knit relationship with the Father that God builds faith in the believer. When the believer feels faith well up within him, he is able to move in the authority God has given to minister healing to the sick.

The final element in the mix is what I call “the directive.” The directive is what God tells the one ministering the healing to do or what God tells the person needing the healing to do to receive his or her healing. For instance, in Second Kings 4:34-35, the Spirit of God gave the directive to Elisha to lay on top of the dead boy. In the healing of the blind man, Jesus gave the directive to the blind man to go wash off the mud that He had placed on his eyes (see John 9:7).

As I have ministered in healing, God has given many directives to me and many directives to others through me. In our Easter service of 2009, the youth performed a three-song skit where they carried up to Jesus black bags with the names of “Depression,” “Suicide,” “Fear,” “Addiction,” “Sin,” and others. As Jesus was crucified, each one of the youth took off their bags and hung them around Jesus’ neck or on his arms. In the skit, Jesus took the bags with Him to the tomb. When He arose, He threw them off onto the floor, signifying His triumph over them. The skit symbolized how we are to take our sin, sickness, and burdens and place them upon the Lord.

That day, we formed a healing line for all who needed prayer for themselves or for others. I felt the Lord give me a directive to take along the man, Kennard Hart, who played Jesus, with me down the line. With each person, I told them to imagine having a bag around their neck that represented their sickness. They were to take the bag and say, for instance, “This is my diabetes. Jesus I now give it unto you.” I told them to symbolically take off the bag and place it around Jesus’ neck. I instructed Kennard, who represented Jesus, to say, “Thank you. I receive your diabetes. And now I give you my healing.” I asked Kennard to lay his hands on their foreheads.

When I receive a clear directive, I am careful to follow it completely. One Sunday one of our men, Bill, came up with a swollen leg resulting from a spider bite. I felt the Holy Spirit say, “Kick him in that leg.” I hesitated and did not do it. The man was not healed. The reason I did not do it was that I even had problems in my mind over controversial directives like this. However, the fact that Bill did not receive his healing bothered me more. The Spirit would not let me opt out of obeying Him, no matter how peculiar it was. Later in the week, I told the man the directive that I felt the Lord had given me to kick his leg. The man told me, “Well, why don’t you just kick me in the leg the next time?” The next service, he came up for prayer, and I did just that. I kicked him in his swollen leg. That week the swelling in his leg began to go down. Some may say, “That’s cruel. God would never do anything like that.” If I remember the Bible story of Saul’s conversion correctly, I believe God knocked Saul down to the ground, blinded him, and then healed him and called Him into the ministry (see Acts 9:1-4). God ruffed up Saul quite a bit in the process.

One of the greatest healing evangelists in history, Smith Wigglesworth, used to punch people in the stomach. The medical community, as well, does many violent things to save their patients. They use electric shocks to revive non-beating hearts. They use knifes to cut on peoples’ bodies. Why God sometimes gives unusual directives, I don’t know. I have learned that God wants full compliance. If we give Him what He expects, then we will receive what we expect from Him every time.

This takes us back to prayer. Those ministers with a strong prayer life will operate more powerfully in the healing ministry. The faith will be there. The authority will be there. The directives that the Lord gives will be more readily heeded and carried out. The end result will be that more supernatural miracles will take place. So, I never play down the role of prayer and asking for God to heal and do miracles, even though I know He has already given me this authority.

Short of a clear directive, when I pray for the sick, I say something like this most of the time, “Father, I thank You for the authority over sickness You have given me as a believer. So, in the name of Jesus, I speak healing into this person’s life. If they are requesting healing from arthritis, I say, “Arthritis, in the name of Jesus, your power is bound and you are commanded to go from this body right now.” This is called speaking the word.

People have come to me on behalf of someone else who needs healing. There have been times when I felt as soon as they asked that the Lord had granted the healing. Like Jesus, I would say, “The Lord has already done the thing you asked. Mark the time.” One man was standing in for a need for healing in his wife. Later that week the man said he received a call from his wife shortly after the time we prayed for her. She felt the presence of the Lord move in healing in her body the very hour we prayed. She was in another city at the time. Psalm 107:20 says, “He sent forth His word and healed them….” That is what the Lord did with this man’s wife.

God just can’t be put in a box. No box is big enough. No formula can pin Him down. The best thing to do is stay in His presence as often as you can. Then when you are in a one-on-one encounter or you are administering a healing line, you must multitask. Listen to the request of the person, but at the same time, listen for God’s directive. Listen for His prophetic word. Be obedient and you will see greater results.





 
 
 CHAPTER 13
 Incorporating Other Gifts

Once the gifts of healing began to operate, a strong encouragement came from the Holy Spirit to embrace and develop the other gifts of the Spirit. The gifts of the word of knowledge and of prophecy were next.

Sunday nights throughout the summer of 2008 were the scenes of a tremendous move of God on our youth. In June we added Shawn Shaw to our team as the new youth pastor. Shawn had two friends, Mike Lacy and Daniel Navejas, who came to the youth meetings at our home. I already knew Daniel, but had only heard about Mike from my son, Grant. Mike had met Grant at a meeting held in the city and had given him a personal prophecy, which included a call into the ministry. So naturally, as Grant’s father and pastor, I wanted to meet Mike and see what kind of person he was.

To my great delight, I found Mike to be an ardent and devoted servant of the Lord. He is a man who loves to worship God and spend time in the throne room. Mike also possesses a deep compassion for people, striving to reach out to them with the love of the Lord. He does so through the gift of prophecy and the word of knowledge.

On Mike’s first night with our young people at our home, the youth had just wrapped up a discussion of the morning’s message when Mike addressed one of the girls who attended that night. As Jesus had done with the woman at the well, Mike began to tell her things that she had experienced as a young girl and how these had affected her. He also began to repeat things she has secretly said to the Lord. She began to cry and nod in confirmation of what Mike was saying. Mike went on to speak of the present and what God wanted to do for her on this night and then of the future of what God’s calling on her life was.

The youth gathered around her to pray, many of the girls began to cry. The presence of the Holy Spirit became very strong. Worship music was put on, and the youth began to seek God and praise Him. Mike ministered to several of the youth that night. It was unlike anything any of us had ever experienced.

The next week, most all of the youth were back. The meeting tracked along normally until we decided to put on some of Rick Pino’s music and worship. Once again, the Holy Spirit was strongly felt. Mike again began to minister to certain ones in attendance, using the word of knowledge and prophecy to speak of things past and present and future. Mike was also led to minister to one of the parents that night, and soon, other adults in our church wanted to come and experience the move of God.

As Mike would minister in the word of knowledge and prophecy to the youth and to our adults, he would speak in very specific detail of things that had happened or that they had gone through. These would be things that he would have no earthly idea of, except through revelation from God. Because I knew the people and their situations, I could confirm that God was giving Mike real words of knowledge and prophecy. This made a believer out of me and our youth and adults. The gifts of the word of knowledge and prophecy were alive and well. Mike used them for edification, to break spiritual bondage and dispel fears of the past. He used them to be an encouragement to each recipient of God’s love, protection, and guidance in their lives. The gift strengthened the youth and strengthened our church just as the Scripture said it would.

Mike exercised another gift in those summer meetings—the gift of discerning of spirits. Mike had developed such a spiritual sensitivity that he could detect the presence of evil spirits, similar to the Lord’s ability. He never missed. Once he identified an evil spirit in someone, he would command the spirit to come out. Each time, the demonic spirit would manifest, sometimes talking in an arrogant tone, sometimes resisting (to no avail), but always causing the person to appear to be throwing up, as the evil spirit or spirits left the person’s body. To date, I have never known Mike to miss it with a word of knowledge, a prophetic word, or the discernment of spirits.

I asked Mike to begin to teach me all that he knew about the word of knowledge, prophecy, and discernment. I asked him to help me develop these gifts. One of the things Mike does in his private time is soak. Soaking is a term that means to just wait and listen attentively in the presence of the Lord. To soak, Mike would first put on some worship music and worship. He would then ask the Lord to open his eyes and ears, and he would either pace, sit down, or lay down in the Lord’s presence and stay there for hours. Hebrews 4:16 says we can boldly come to the throne of grace, and that is where Mike would spiritually position himself. This is how he developed his ability to hear the voice of God, see visions in his spirit man, and sense the presence of the Spirit of God. He asked the Lord to help him see into the spirit realm and sense the presence of angels and demons. As First Corinthians 14:1 admonishes us to earnestly desire the gifts, Mike earnestly desired these gifts. The Lord, being no respecter of persons, saw the desire of Mike’s heart and fulfilled it.

In soaking, you do not let your mind wander, but your inner spirit-man watches and listens intently for the Lord to create a picture in your mind or impress you with a thought. This waiting is as if you were anticipating someone to call who said they would. Mike would call me on the phone, and we would take some time to encourage one another in the Lord, pray, and then soak. After soaking for several minutes, Mike would always ask, “Did you see anything? Did you hear anything? The first few times, I had to say, “No,” but then in one soaking session I did.

I saw myself and our church in the pocket of a slingshot. It was dark and we were being pressed in on both sides. Outside the pocket I could see the Lord’s fingers pressing in on the pocket as He pulled it back. His other hand was on the shaft of the slingshot holding it a little higher than the pocket. Soon He was going to release us to go a great distance as a powerful weapon. For now, however, He was getting us ready to be released.

This visual could not paint a better picture of where we were as a church at that moment. I was amazed at how prophetic it was. We were feeling pressure. We needed to grow, but first we needed to grow deeper in the things of God. God was not calling us to be just another church that splashed around in the shallow pools of religion and produced shallow Christians. God was calling us to become Spirit-empowered warriors, walking in holiness and in absolute devotion to the Lord. He was equipping us to pull down enemy strongholds, heal the sick, raise the dead, and preach the Gospel authoritatively and convincingly so that many would become saved. As a church, we had much to learn and implement. We had to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit in all things. When we were ready, He would send us out as a powerful force to shake the kingdom of darkness and win territory for the Kingdom of Heaven.

My experiences with Mike encouraged me to press in for more. I have learned new things about these gifts from other ministers used in the word of knowledge and prophecy. Another ministry friend, David Tomberlin, helped me understand that the word of knowledge involves bits of information that God reveals to the minister on a “need to know” basis in order to effectively and convincingly let a person know that God knows where they have been and what He wants them to do from there. I have received more prophetic insights from the Lord since this encounter, which I will relate later in this book to show how the gift progresses.

Little by little, I and our congregation continue to grow in knowledge and in faith for greater things. With greater faith comes greater signs and wonders. The Scripture in Matthew 9:29, which says, “According to your faith will it be done to you,” has become a paramount Scripture for us. It tells us that if we can hear of something that can be done in the Spirit, then it is possible that it can be done through each one of us. We can be used in any gift, see any disease or injury or affliction healed. We can be used in the word of knowledge or in prophecy. Our growth is only limited by the expansion rate of our faith to believe. We must first believe that these things are possible, and then we must believe that they can happen to and through us.

For instance, to increase my faith for healing for various types of diseases and conditions, I constantly look and listen for fresh testimonies of God healing those diseases and conditions. If I hear of someone being healed of diabetes, I’ll say, “Great, God is healing diabetes. God, I want the faith to administer healing for that disease.” When someone comes to me now with diabetes I tell them, “Someone was just healed of that, and you can be too right now.” If I hear of how God is using someone in the gift of the word of knowledge, I say, “Wow, God is imparting the word of knowledge in this way to my fellow minister; that means God can use me that way, too.”

I remember that Deuteronomy 29:29 says that when God reveals knowledge to His people, it belongs to us and to our children. I’ve gotten in the habit of saying, “I have knowledge of this ability, anointing, or gift. I want that to belong to us, Lord. Give me the gift of faith for that anointing or gift and let me impart it to our people.” The Father has gladly responded in many ways on many occasions.

 


 
 
 CHAPTER 14
 Can All Receive the Gifts?

When Scripture talks of “greater works shall you do” (John 14:12), being “thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:17), and becoming “fully mature” (Ephesians 4:13), it is directly referring to achieving the level where you are walking consistently in the fullness of the Spirit. That means being fully empowered with the gifts and fully producing the fruits of the Spirit.

I am convinced that the Father’s will is that each of His people earnestly desire the Holy Spirit with their whole hearts and receive the full empowerment of the Spirit. He desires that they seek to do His works as Jesus, His Son, did—with all of His gifts of empowerment operating at full levels in all of His followers. He does not want just one special person here to prophesy all of the time or one special person over there to heal the sick. He wants every member of the Body to operate fully in the gifts, and I can prove it from Scripture.




All Includes You

Look at the passage in First Corinthians 12:4-6:

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works
all
of them in
all
men.



Notice verse 6 says that God works “all
of them [the gifts and service] in
all
men.”

First Corinthians 14:26 says:

What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone
has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation….



The verse says that everyone can come ready with any one or all of these ministry gifts.

If anyone speaks in a tongue, two—or at the most three—should speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret (1 Corinthians 14:27).


Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should weigh carefully what is said (1 Corinthians 14:29).



First Corinthians 14:31 says, “For you can
all
prophesy in turn so that everyone may be instructed and encouraged.” It was common in a New Testament church meeting for as many as two or three different people to speak in tongues and interpret and just as many to prophesy.

Paul said, in First Corinthians 14:1, to “…Earnestly desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy” (NASB). In First Corinthians 14:5, Paul said, “I would like everyone of you to speak in tongues, but I would rather have you prophesy….” On the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2:4, all 120 of the believers spoke in tongues. Acts 10:44-46 records that all of the Gentiles in Cornelius’ house spoke in tongues.

Now go back to Jesus’ ministry. When He commissioned the 12 disciples, He gave them all authority to preach the Gospel, lay hands on the sick, and cast out devils (see Luke 9:1-6). They all came back reporting how the sick had recovered and how even the demons were subject to them (see Luke 10:17). Later Jesus commissioned the 70 disciples (72 in the NIV) to do the same, and they did (see Luke 10:1-20). In Mark 16:17-18, Jesus said:

And these signs will accompany those who believe: In My name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.



In the context of First Corinthians 12:27-31, Paul asked a series of questions, “Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?” These are rhetorical questions. The obvious answer is, “No, not all do.” But it is an incorrect assumption to say that all cannot. The reality is that all can. For in First Corinthians 14:1, Paul encouraged all believers to eagerly desire and use all of the gifts, and he encouraged them in First Corinthians 12:31 to eagerly desire the best gifts.




Pursue the Gifts

This interpretation to Paul’s rhetorical questions is not the answer we have accepted in modern times. In our understanding, only a handful of special people may be endowed to pray for the sick and see true miracles of healing like Oral Roberts, John G. Lake, or T.L. Osborn.

But Jesus said this endowment is for all who believe. Why don’t we see more with the endowment of power to heal or prophesy? Because we don’t believe it is for everyone, for starters. But even if we all believed all of the gifts were for everyone, the largest hindrance to seeing more widespread distribution of the gifts is because no more than a few people have been willing to pursue God for the gifts as have people like Oral Roberts, John G. Lake, and T.L. Osborn.

Once again, the prerequisite for being used in the gifts is to earnestly desire them. Don’t pray flippant prayers for the gifts. Ask, seek, knock—even pound. Show that you are serious about the things of God. Pursue God. Pursue the gift. Some say don’t pursue anything but God. Well, it was God who said to pursue the gifts. You are pursuing God when you pursue the gifts. Learn all about them; be a willing servant to use them. Don’t seek to be a superstar; seek to use them to serve, bless, encourage, and strengthen the Body of Christ and to make a believer out of the unbeliever. As Jesus did, give them an undeniable miracle so that even if they didn’t believe the Word, at least they would believe first in the miracle and then come to believe in the Word.

You may desire to be used in the gift of healing. Go to the throne room. Stay in the presence of God. Soak, not minutes, but hours. Boldly ask. Then learn all you can. Read of those who are doing the work of the ministry and being used in the gifts. Saturate yourself with the Word of God and the works of mentors.

Benny Hinn referred to the Scripture that says, “Many are called, but few are chosen” (Matthew 22:14 KJV), and said that many people are called to the ministry, but God selects a few, only because the others fail to pass the tests and training necessary to become a true Spirit-filled minister. Many will put other things first, above God and His calling. Jesus called the rich young ruler in Luke 18 to sell all His possessions, give the money to the poor, and follow Him as a disciple (minister of the Gospel). But the ruler went away sad because of his great wealth (see Luke 18:18-23). He failed the test.

The point is, all are called to believe. Few follow. All who believe are qualified to do the full works of Christ and operate in all of the gifts. Few pursue the Lord in depth. Some try and then give up when they fail the first few times. Some think they are unworthy and disqualify themselves.

Let me encourage you. Jesus sent out the 12 and later the 70. Take note that all of them could cast out devils. Even Judas was among them and was given the same authority to heal the sick and cast out devils. Look at it this way: If God used Judas, would He not use you also?




The Gifts Are Needed Today

After Jesus ascended into Heaven, signs and wonders still accompanied the preaching of the Gospel. Paul, considered a second and possibly even a third-generation Christian, was so well acquainted with these supernatural gifts, signs, and wonders that he was used of God to “write the manual” on their use in the letters to the Corinthians. He encouraged all believers to pursue them. And nowhere in Scripture will you find their use discontinued. The same verse that says, “Where there are prophesies, they will cease,” also says “Where there is knowledge [or the search for it], it will pass away” (1 Cor. 13:8). This is talking about the time when we actually see Jesus face to face, when we shall know all and be fully known (see 1 Cor. 13:12). Until then, the gift of prophecy and all of the other gifts will be in operation, primarily because they all will be needed.

Until all are healed when the Kingdom of God has fully come, there will still be a need for the supernatural healing power of God. If sins still need to be forgiven, sick bodies still need to be healed. As long as there are many languages on the face of the earth, there will be a need for speaking supernaturally in tongues.

For those who say the gifts are no longer in operation today, we need only to look around. The gifts of the Holy Spirit are being exercised everywhere. Do not look to someone as an expert who has no experience in a subject, especially the things of God. Rather, look for the advice of an expert who is actually experiencing what you want to learn about. If you want to know if healing is for today, go to a place where healing is taking place. Get to know the people. Get to know the minister. Interview them, observe. Ask God to show you the truth.

Don’t let someone who has never seen the gifts in operation tell you they are not real. How does he or she really know whether they are or not? Often they are basing their teaching on what others have told them and on their own lack of experience. Jesus never let the powerless teachers of the law tell Him how to use the power and authority of the Spirit He had. The same holds true today. If you move out in the gifts of the Spirit and someone claims you are being used of the devil, just remember, they said the same about Jesus. You are in good company. You will have to overcome the fear of man’s opinion to do the works of God.

Most do not know that the cessation doctrine, which claims that the gifts of the Spirit ceased with the apostles in the first century, did not appear in Christianity until around 1918 in America. Ironically, this doctrine was published right after the great Azusa Street Revival, where hundreds of thousands saw and experienced the full array of the gifts of the Spirit in operation and hundreds of thousands of cases of healing, deliverance, and speaking in tongues were documented by doctors and newspapers.

The person who first propounded the cessation doctrine claimed there was no evidence of the gifts being used in the Church since the apostles had died. This man neither knew Church history nor read the papers of his day. Could he have been a dry well himself, knowing not the power of God? Could he have been jealous that God was using others not of his own denomination? Now thousands of churchgoing people believe this ill-conceived doctrine and don’t even know where it came from. How many people have died because many Christians no longer believe supernatural healing is for today? How many people have remained bound by the demons because many churches don’t even believe in demon possession or in deliverance?

The gifts are in operation today and you as a believer can possess them and minister in greater ways than you ever imagined.

We as followers of Christ are to operate under the same healing and deliverance anointing as Jesus. Jesus made it clear that all believers would do His works and even greater (see John 14:12). To deny this is to deny Jesus’ expressed will for all of His followers. Jesus would not offer a full array of high-powered spiritual weapons to the Early Church and toy guns to the contemporary Church.

The Word of God remains the authority on the gifts of the Spirit and the Word of God clearly states:

“In the last days,”
God says, “I will pour out My Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams” (Acts 2:17).



In this passage, Peter was quoting from Joel 2, and he noted that what happened on that day, the Day of Pentecost, marked the beginning of the last days, when God would pour out His Spirit on all people. This time period would not be called the last days if it did not extend to the final day of earth as we now know it.

One thing we know, theologians will be arguing about the cessation of the gifts of the Spirit until the final day of the last days. But for those who want to know for certain if the gifts are in operation today, I suggest you do what I and others have done. Begin to earnestly seek the infilling of the Holy Spirit and earnestly desire a gift of the Holy Spirit as one would a major in college or a specialty profession. Get around reputable ministers and believers who are moving in the Holy Spirit and the gifts. God will pour out His Spirit on you and empower you with the same gifts.





 
 
 CHAPTER 15
 The Devil’s Counterfeits

One day while in prayer, I was contemplating how powerful the ministry gifts of the Spirit are and how powerful truly heartfelt worship is. These were literally transforming our people into ardent seekers of God and compassionate ministers of the Gospel.

You may wonder what had started happening with the Spirit’s empowerment that wasn’t happening before. I have felt the power of God so strongly in my body that it was as if every cell, every nerve ending, and even every endorphin in me was energized to the max. I can only describe it as euphoric. “Wow, Lord. I could get addicted to this and never want to leave.”

“Go ahead,” I felt Him say. “There is no limit to how many times you can seek Me; nor is there any limit to how much of Me you can ask to experience. Experience Me at such a level that you will never want to leave.”

Then I thought of something that could have only come from the Lord. If you look at the devil’s counterfeits, you can see what the devil believes are God’s strongest suits.

The devil uses alcohol and drugs to induce euphoric highs. These emulate the true euphoric encounters people experience in the presence of God.

The devil uses psychics, fortunetellers, palm readers, astrologers, spiritists, and other methods to entice people with revelatory information. He is emulating God’s amazing gift of prophecy. He sees God’s use of prophecy as powerful, effective, and convincing.

The devil uses music to entice and entrap people. This music emulates the feelings of worship that the devil once felt in the presence of God. He knows its power to stir the emotions and evoke worship. Look at the way kids worship their music idols today and are led to emulate their lifestyles. Even the colored lights, smoke machines, and fire pots at rock concerts emulate the shekinah glory of God in Heaven. True Spirit-inspired music stirs deep emotions to worship, follow, and emulate God. Furthermore, Psalm 22:3 (KJV) declares that “God inhabits the praises of Israel.” No doubt as we draw near to God, He draws near to us. Not only does He say this for our intellectual satisfaction, He comes in a way that you can feel it experientially. Sometimes He even comes in a way that you can see His glory.

God’s manifest shekinah glory was seen over Israel as a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night as they trekked across the desert from Egypt to Canaan (see Ex. 13:21). His glory appeared on the mountain at the giving of the law to Moses (see Exodus, chapters 33 and 34). It appeared at the dedication of the Temple in Solomon’s day (see 2 Chron. 5:14). The presence of God was felt so strongly that the priests could not even minister. Peter, James, and John saw Christ transformed in His heavenly glory (see Mark 9:2-7). John saw Jesus in the fullness of His heavenly glory in the Book of Revelation (see Rev. 1:12-16).

God’s shekinah glory still occurs on earth today where people earnestly seek Him. It was experienced at the Azusa Street Outpouring in the early 1900s. And there are accounts of it occurring today. Near Oklahoma City is a town called Yukon. A youth group, hearing the accounts of the shekinah glory cloud at Azusa, began to seek God for His manifest presence in the same way, and God has honored their requests. A visible mist-like cloud has appeared in the room several times while they were worshiping God.

This youth group is not the only group experiencing this divine manifestation. Reports of it come from every corner of the globe. Why a mist cloud? It is a sign, and Mark 16:17 said signs would accompany the preaching of the Gospel. As it is in Heaven, so shall it be on earth (see Matt. 6:10).

As an avid student of Church history, with a major in the New Testament, I know that the New Testament Church continued in all of its supernatural elements and in its worship up until the time of Roman Emperor Constantine. With the legalization of Christianity in the Empire also came restrictions on worship and use of the gifts. Spirit-led Christian ministry gave way to prescribed and formal worship. House churches were forbidden and worship meetings could only be held in approved churches. The exuberant worship of God with dancing, so common in the Church because of its Jewish roots, and particularly the model of worship prescribed by King David in the Psalms, was forbidden.

Yes Christianity flourished and spread, but it was a watered-down version. There have even been times when the Church was run by very evil men who committed atrocities. The true Church stayed alive in remote parts of the continents, but for the most part, until the Reformation, the Church took on the image of man rather than the image of Christ.

Why doesn’t today’s Church look and act like the New Testament Church? Is it really because we think God has changed, or can we admit that it has been humankind that has done the changing?

Many people look at church today as boring. That’s because it is. It has been made that way by man. But God never intended it to be that way. Take a look at the Gospels or the Book of Acts and you will find not one boring day in the life of Jesus or the apostles. They did not live stiff, stodgy lives. The early Christians did not turn the world upside down with boredom. They turned it upside down with fiery, passionate preaching, holy living, signs, wonders, and miracles.

Isn’t it just like to devil to talk Christians into abandoning the very things God uses to solidify people’s belief and devotion to Himself? And isn’t it just like the devil to use counterfeits of those same things to get them addicted to him? We’ve got to be smarter than the devil. Just because the devil has counterfeited the gifts does not mean we should shy away from using the supernatural gifts and pursuing the divine presence of God through prayer and worship. In fact, we should take it as a cue to pursue God and His empowering gifts all the more.

Personally, I am totally addicted to God. Yes, addicted! I have encountered God and felt His glorious presence in my prayer closet. I have seen Him work countless miracles and provide miraculously where there was no doubt left that it was Him. I have seen the gifts of prophecy and discernment of spirits used accurately. I have been transformed and seen others transformed more into the image of the Holy God. I have seen, heard, and experienced too much of God to ever turn back. Now I am hopelessly, helplessly, happily addicted to God.





 
 
 CHAPTER 16
 Stand in the Glory

I want to share more about the glory of God. There is a place in the presence of God where His glory is so strong that it is overwhelming. In that place, your spirit, soul, and body are totally energized with the power of God. It is glorious and euphoric beyond description. At times it is fearful, as when God assembled the Israelites to the mountain in Exodus 24. This is the glory of Exodus 40, when Moses dedicated the tent of meeting, and the glory of First Kings 8, when Solomon dedicated the Temple. Not only was God’s presence felt, but a cloud of glory appeared. Notice that each time God’s presence physically affected those nearby, they were so overwhelmed that the priests could not perform their functions (see 1 Kings 8:10-11).

In Acts, the believers who were waiting for the Holy Spirit, as Jesus had commanded them, in the Upper Room, experienced this glory of God accompanied by the sound of rushing wind and tongues of fire lighting on their heads. The glory of God came upon them so powerfully that they left the Upper Room and staggered into the streets, appearing drunk to those who saw them. Again the presence of God had a physical effect upon the individuals involved.

The physical effect is only part of God’s intention for the manifestation of His glory. After being physically effected by the glory of God, the disciples, without a single thought or fear of what others would think of them, declared the glory of God in languages that they had not learned (see Acts 2:1-13). Peter, motivated by the same anointing of the Holy Spirit, preached a sermon that led over 3,000 people to receive Christ (see Acts 2:14-41).

Experiencing God’s glory creates an internal fiery passion and joy. That passion expands like steam in a pressure cooker. The pressure has to get out. It cannot be contained. That pressure converts to fiery, passionate ministry.

As we discussed previously, every believer has access to the presence of God. When Jesus died on the Cross, Matthew 27:51 records that the curtain in the Temple at Jerusalem, which separated the holy of holies from the inner court, was torn in two. It is amazing to think that this tearing of the veil was done by the very hands of God. Hebrews 4:16 says, “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace…” (NKJV). Jesus spoke of this place in Acts 1:8 when He said, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you….” First Corinthians 3:16 says, “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?” We see in these Scriptures that God, through Jesus, has opened the way to His heavenly holy of holies. The temple in which He wants His glory to dwell is our lives—you and me.




Experiences in the Glory

What does it feel like to be in the presence of God at this level? Let me just say that it is easier to experience it for yourself than for me to describe it. I will, however, share a few experiences that may give you a taste.




Children Overwhelmed at Camp

I was at a summer kids’ camp with my son Grant. Two powerful ladies of God, Debbie Anderson and Sherri Sneed, were conducting the camp. It was the second night of services. Sherri was leading worship. Debbie was waiting to preach. During the third worship song, the atmosphere in the room began to change. Everyone felt it as the presence of the Spirit of the Lord began to move individually on each person. Kids began to cry, raise their hands, sway, and worship like never before.

It was then that Debbie Anderson began to walk up to individual children and lay hands on them. As she did, each child would be so overwhelmed with the presence of the Spirit that they would fall to the ground. Children’s workers stood behind the children to assist them to the floor as they fell under the power of God. About three-quarters of the way through praying for each child, even the workers began to fall under the power, until none but a few were left standing. The children and workers were laying on the ground, some praying, some speaking in tongues. So too were Debbie, Sherri, and myself. Others were worshiping, or quietly experiencing God in a trance-like state.




Transported by a Vision

With Sherri down, Jayman, the sound man, put on a CD of the group Raze and a song called “All Around The World.” I stood to my feet in front of one of the sound speakers, still focused on the Lord. Suddenly, I was transported by vision into Heaven and found myself on a mountainside looking down on a vista of a heavenly city. Buildings of sparkling white, with the most magnificent architectural design, spiraled upward and nestled among the mountains. From the mountains around the city, fireworks shot upward and exploded in the sky above. There were people and angels celebrating on the golden streets below as the song “All Around the World” reverberated throughout the atmosphere of the heavenly countryside.

Just to my left, I sensed the presence of the Lord. He spoke, “You know what the streets of gold are for? They are not for transportation or vehicles. They are for celebrating.” I began to laugh at the insight. I had never thought of that before, but now I pondered it with delight. Who needs cars in Heaven? I began to see the joy and celebration on Heaven’s streets in contrast with the hustle and bustle of earth’s streets. I can tell you that being with the Lord in Heaven was far more wonderful—it was beyond comparison.

If this wasn’t enough, I heard the Lord say, “Now let me show you what I can do with music.” With my spiritual eyes still focused on the heavenly scene, I suddenly sensed the music coming from the speaker convert to rays of energy. With each note and beat, a ray came shooting from the speaker toward and through my entire body from head to toe and finger to finger. As the rays passed through my body, I felt every cell, every nerve ending, and every endorphin in my body energized to the maximum. The power of the rays hitting and going through me actually moved my body back like strong wind gusts. In the rays I felt the awesomeness of God’s love for me.

Could this be what the priests at the dedications of the tent of meeting and the Temple felt? Did the soldiers who fell backward as Jesus spoke to them in the Garden of Gethsemane get blown down by similar waves of pure spiritual energy? It is very likely. As a musician and a worshiper, this experience meant a great deal to me. It let me know that God wants to bring Heaven and the way things are experienced there to earth for those who delight in Him.




The Kabod Glory

In the summer of 2008, I had a similar experience. I attended a regional one-night gathering of people, many of whom had been following the Lakeland Ourpouring via television. The meeting convened in Dallas, Texas, and began with Catherine Mullins leading worship. I don’t know if you have ever experienced Catherine leading worship, but she is a dancing, leaping, and praising ball of energy. From the onset of the first song, the unified crowd enthusiastically poured out their hearts to God in worship. This was a hungry group. An anointing of the Holy Spirit began to fall like rain. When Catherine began to sing Jennie Lee Riddle’s worship song, “Revelation Song,” it was as if the floodgates of Heaven opened and torrents of glory poured down upon us.

There is an Old Testament Hebrew word for this kind of glory. It is called the kabod glory. It is a unique word that means heavy, weighty glory. The glory came in wave after wave from above down on my head and shoulders, physically pushing me down. Once again, everything in my body was energized to the max. Yes, it was euphoric—in my physical body, in my emotions, and in my spirit. I had never felt so good. In it, I felt the intense love of God in every wave. He was filling my life with joy. Through this experience, God was telling me that my first experience was not a rare, once-in-a-lifetime event; it was something that He wanted His children to encounter regularly.

Many people have had encounters with God of this nature and have written or spoken about them. It is apparent from each account that the encounters are not without purpose. Along with the deep spiritual and emotional experience, God usually imparts a precious jewel of understanding or direction. Effective ministry always ensues.




God’s Glory Invades Homes

When I returned home to my church, our worship services began to intensify. The presence of God and the anointing began pouring out in similar fashion. Some of our people began spending more time in their homes seeking the Lord in worship. Elder Betty Gray was one of them. She had lost her husband, Jerry, in the past year, but decided that she didn’t want to spend the year just grieving her spouse’s death. Betty had grown accustomed to waking in the night to check on Jerry. After his passing, she began using these times to worship, read the Word, pray for our church, and then worship again. Her heart was broken at the loss of her husband, and she cried out to God for His presence. The Lord came. He began to release tremendous anointing upon her. She would feel His glory come upon her as waves of pure energy. These times would last for hours. This was not just a rare occasion, but a daily occurrence. She told me once that the glory was so powerful upon her that she felt she couldn’t take it anymore.

Recently one of our single mothers experienced God in this way. The pressures of life at the time were heavy. Feeling like she had nowhere else to go, she privately sought God in her own home. She desperately called out to God. As she drew near to God, the hunger in her heart drew God near to her. She felt God’s ardent love pour forth toward her in waves of glory. Two hours later, she was a different person full of unspeakable joy and immeasurable peace.




Desire and Desperation

What brings God near like this? What causes His waves of glory to be poured out? Two things: desire and desperation. You don’t have to be in trouble to experience God in this way. You just have to hunger after Him. You can and should be desperate for the presence of God whether you are in trouble or not.

Churches and individuals can enter into God’s thick anointing corporately or privately at home at anytime. You have to be willing to stay and not rush things. Wherever you are at, with others or alone, you have to persist in worship and prayer until you get past the mental distractions. Most people when entering into prayer or worship do so for a while and then a distraction, in the form of a concerning or appealing thought, enters their mind.

Interruptions can also enter externally by another person entering the room or a telephone ringing.

You have to push through these distractions. Like Jesus, you have to get away where quality time can be spent for long periods of time without interruptions. Most of all, your heart has to be hungry for God’s presence—hungry to worship and hungry to commune with Him. John 4:23 says, “…True worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth….” This speaks of pure heart-worship. Our mouths are not all that praise God; our praise should come from the core of our beings. We can’t just say that we worship or go through the motions of worship.

Jesus said that worship must emanate from the spirit within. To be true worship, it must be from a heart truly set on Him. No one would think of putting fake money in the offering. Likewise, we cannot throw plastic tokens of prayers and praise at God when He wants and only accepts real prayer and praise. If we bring the real thing and wait upon Him, He will make His glory known to us in ways that, sometimes, we will not be able to handle.

As with Adam and Eve in the Garden, God wants our fellowship and devotion. What father wants only an hour of time a week with his son or daughter for just a surface conversation or no conversation at all? No, good fathers want as much time with their children as they can get. And God is no different—He wants deep, abiding fellowship. He has secrets to share and aspects of His glory to reveal. He has experiences of His presence and of the heavenly realms He wants His children to encounter. He wants to use this “Father/Child” time to lift burdens, instill assurance, impart wisdom, build confidence, and inspire boldness. He doesn’t just want prayers; He wants you. He doesn’t want to just give answers to prayers; He wants to give Himself to you completely.

How does one enter into the glory of God? Ruth Heflin, minister, worshiper, and author once said, “Praise until a spirit of worship comes. Worship until the glory of God comes. Then stand in the glory.”





 
 
 CHAPTER 17
 Using Authority Authoritatively

Consider this scenario: A young police officer makes his first tough arrest. He has an escaped convict held at gunpoint and asks, “Excuse me Mr. Hardened Criminal, would you please take these handcuffs and put them on your wrists?” The convict would probably laugh, slap the gun out of his hand, and run away. He might even slap the wimpy officer in the face before he leaves.

Like all police officers, this young officer has authority, but he does not have the right authoritative attitude or the right words or tone in his voice to intimidate and subdue the criminal. Authority needs to be used authoritatively. Police, military personnel, schoolteachers, bosses, parents, and all those working with others know how vital this is to the success of their missions.

The believer needs to understand this as well. Demons detect timidity and uncertainty in the believer and will stand their ground defiantly if the authority of Christ is not exercised properly.

Mark 3 speaks of Jesus calling His disciples:

He appointed the twelve—designating them as apostles—that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach and to have authority to drive out demons (Mark 3:14-15).



This passage tells us that with the designation of apostle also came the authority to drive out demons. In fact, in Luke 9:1-6, soon after calling His apostles, Jesus sent out the 12 to go into the nearby towns to preach the Gospel, heal the sick, and cast out devils. They were successful, according to Mark 6:13. On the tail of their successful ministry venture, an incident occurred where the apostles could not cast out a demon from a young boy (see Luke 9:37-43).

What happened? Did they lose their authority to drive out devils? Did they try to do something that Jesus had not given them permission to do? No and no. They still had their original authority and the apparent permission to use it. They just had not learned to maintain their authoritative use of their authority.

In the story, Jesus delivered the boy from his evil possessor, but before He did, He said, “Oh unbelieving and perverse generation. How long shall I stay with you…?” (Luke 9:41). Who do you think He was addressing? If you guessed the apostles, you are right. Privately (as recorded in Matthew’s version of the story), Jesus told His disciples that they had not been able to drive out the demon because they had so little faith, and He told them that they needed to spend time in prayer (and some translations add fasting) for such things (see Matt. 17:19-21).

In Jesus’ answer are the keys to using authority authoritatively. When Jesus originally sent out the 12 for their first successful mission, they were newly trained, focused, and excited about using their authority over sickness and demons. They were mentally, physically, and spiritually prepared for the mission. We don’t know the length of time between the mission and the encounter with the demonized boy, but we get the picture that somewhere between the two events the disciples’ fervor and focus had waned significantly. They were much like the football team that beat the first place team one week, only to get beaten by the last place team the next week because they did not prepare as hard for the second game. Compare their situation to the Israelites’ defeat of the mighty city of Jericho, only to be defeated by the army of the small town of Ai (see Joshua Chapter 6
Chapter 7).

After the mission, the disciples had become a bunch of slackers. They were not being attentive to their prayer lives. Their spiritual lives had weakened to the point that Jesus even called them a perverse generation. Though they had authority to do the work, they had not kept spiritually fit to do the work. It became an embarrassment for them, but they learned their lesson.

The believer who wants to do the miracles of God on a consistent basis must keep walking in the Spirit. If he is faithful in little, he will be made ruler over much. If he uses a little power and produces good results, he will be entrusted with more power to produce even greater results.

Faith works from confidence—confidence in who God is, confidence in who you are in Him, confidence in an unbroken relationship between you and God, and confidence in the authority and mission He has given you to exercise. Hebrews says, “Cast not away therefore your confidence for it hath great recompense of reward” (Heb. 10:35 KJV). Confidence produces great rewards—miracles, signs, wonders, prophetic insight, and ultimately lives changed. So we must not do things that kill confidence. Rather, we must do the things that build it. Consistency is the key. When we sin, we shatter our confidence to come to God and ask for bold things. When we abide in Him and His Word is alive and vibrant in us, John 15:7 says that we can ask whatever we will, and it shall be done for us. The Father wants His children to be bold and to do bold, powerful exploits.




Keep Your Head in the Game

Most of those whom we might call good Christians still live the majority of their day in the flesh, looking out for themselves and neglecting the people around them. They are not mentally or spiritually prepared to sense the daily divine appointments set up for them by God. God has divine appointments for us to keep everyday—I would venture to say at least four or five minimum. If you are missing these, you are still too self-centered, and more of your flesh must die so that Christ may live through you.

Can you imagine how God would use a person who, each day, consistently died to himself and remained sensitive to the Holy Spirit throughout? I truly believe that when Jesus said “…[You] will do even greater works than these…” (John 14:12), He envisioned hundreds and thousands of believers going about the earth duplicating His daily ministry model of preaching the Gospel, healing the sick, casting out devils, and raising the dead. Jesus’ expectation was verbalized in His prayer in John 17:18, “As You
sent Me into the world, I have sent them into the world.” We are to go with the same anointing, the same power, the same convincing message, the same compassion, and the same commitment.

Believers need to know the Word of God like Jesus did. They need to live in fellowship with the Father and take commands like Jesus did. They need to exercise God’s authority over demons, sickness, and death like Jesus did. Mark 1:22 says, “The people were amazed at His teaching, because He taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law.” Part of Jesus’ ministry model, which believers need to emulate, was using authority authoritatively.





 
 
 CHAPTER 18
 Overcoming Lulls

Why does it seem that outpourings of God’s presence and miracles often come in waves? We could go through a litany of theological sounding reasons that justify the ebb and flow of God’s presence and miracles. We cannot forget, however, that Jesus came to model what a perfect relationship between God and man can and should look like, and Jesus never experienced a shortage of God’s presence or of miracles. Let’s be honest and admit that it is our own lack of attentiveness to His presence and miracles that wavers.

King David’s worship leader, Asaph, in Psalm 77:9 wrote, “Has God forgotten to be merciful? Has He in anger withheld His compassion?” Asaph recognized a lull in Israel’s experience of God’s mercy and compassion. He then went on to admit that Israel’s attentiveness to their covenant relationship with God and remembrance of His miracle-working power had waned. He writes,

Then I thought, “To this I will appeal: the years of the right hand of the Most High. I will remember the deeds of the Lord; yes, I will remember Your miracles of long ago. I will meditate on all Your works and consider all Your mighty deeds. Your ways, O God, are holy. What god is so great as our God? You are the God who performs miracles; You display Your power among the peoples (Psalm 77:10-15).



In Psalm 78:8, Asaph goes on to confess Israel’s rebellion, stubbornness, and lack of loyalty to God: “They would not be like their forefathers—a stubborn and rebellious generation, whose hearts were not loyal to God, whose spirits were not faithful to Him.”

When passion for God’s presence, God’s righteousness, and God’s miracle-working power decrease in our lives, even for a day, it’s like saying, “I’m going to let my mind coast today and not seek God’s divine direction.” Or it is like saying, “Hold it. I’ve had enough. I’m going to do what my own selfish, carnal nature wants to do today.” This is the bane of living in this body of flesh. The flesh constantly wars against the Spirit. That is why God warns us to guard our hearts with all diligence (see Prov. 4:23).

When we feel the hunger pangs of an empty spirit, the dirtiness of an unclean conscience, or the weakness of an anemic faith, it is time to refocus our lives on the Lord. It is time to repent, rededicate, and remember. Remember who God is, who God calls us to be, and what God will miraculously do to establish and prosper His “Beloved.” If we will remain diligent, our hearts will continually grow tender to the things of God. We will experience an ever-increasing divine presence and God’s power at work in our lives. If, in one instance, we get lazy and follow the carnal nature, a little hardening of our hearts occurs. If we continue down the path of carnality, the hardening will increase until we feel no flow of the Spirit, no confidence, no boldness, no authority, and no compassion.

This is what Paul was conveying to the believers in Galatians when he wrote:

Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up (Galatians 6:7-9).



Scripture declares that Jesus became a man and “was
tempted
in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin.” (Heb. 4:15). But don’t stop there. Overcoming sin is only the start of what Jesus showed us we could have as children of God. Jesus also experienced unbroken fellowship with the Father. He walked in the Spirit, felt the presence of God, and was able to operate in the miraculous at all times. This glorious, powerful walk in the Spirit was modeled by Him for us to follow, not just admire.

God did not use the metaphor of “a trickle” to describe the flow of the Holy Spirit in our lives. He used the metaphor of “rivers” (plural) that would flow out of our innermost being (see John 7:38 KJV). This He spoke of the Spirit of God. These are rivers that never run dry. We are accustomed to thinking of ourselves as boats on a dry riverbed waiting for water to fill the bed enough to get us floating. God is saying, if you’ll keep up your desire and desperation for Me, I’ll keep sending so much rain you will not just have a river, you’ll have spiritual rapids.





 
 
 CHAPTER 19
 Dreams and Visions

Dreams and visions have been used of the Lord to communicate future events to His prophets and also to pharaohs and kings. In Genesis 37, Joseph was given a dream that he interpreted to mean that one day his brothers would bow and honor him. It was Joseph’s telling of this dream to his brothers that angered them enough to sell him into slavery and set in motion the whole direction of Joseph’s ascendancy to leadership in Egypt.

While in Egypt, Joseph interpreted dreams for prisoners and ultimately for Pharaoh (see Gen. 40-41). The Book of Daniel and the Book of Revelation are filled with dreams and visions. In Daniel, chapters 1 through 4, not only does Daniel himself have dreams from God, but so does King Nebuchadnezzar. To interpret the king’s dream, someone had to have the same dream and then interpret its meaning properly or every person involved in advising the king on such matters would die. In the account, God gave the same dream to Daniel in detail and also gave him the interpretation (see Dan. 2).

In the New Testament, the Lord revealed to Joseph that the child whom Mary was carrying in her womb was born of the Spirit. An angel appeared in his dream to encourage him to wed Mary (see Matt. 1:20). The Lord also used a dream to warn Joseph of a murder plot by King Herod and to instruct him to flee to safety in Egypt (see Matt. 2:13). There are many other accounts of the Lord using dreams and visions to deliver messages to individuals.

Dreams and visions are part of the “signs and wonders” by which God reveals Himself to believers and non-believers alike. Paul refers to them as “revelations” in First Corinthians 14:6. Their purpose is so that people will be convinced that there is a God who controls circumstances, events, and the direction of individual lives. Most important, dreams and visions are to inspire devotion to God by individuals. He doesn’t just want people to acknowledge Him as God; He wants them to have a relationship with Him.

The Lord is using prophetic dreams and visions to speak to His children today. In fact, the use of dreams and visions in the end times was actually foretold in the Old Testament. Joel says:

And afterward, I will pour out My Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on My servants, both men and women, I will pour out My Spirit in those days (Joel 2:28-29).






Visions Prophesy Future

While my wife and I were in Baton Rouge as associate pastors, we received word late one Friday before Easter that a 10-year-old girl at our church had suddenly stopped breathing and died at her home. The parents called for a medical emergency unit. When they arrived, they began CPR to no avail. They kept working with her as they rushed her to the hospital emergency room. Once there, they put her on life support and continued to work to revive her. Meanwhile, a handful of people, including myself, interceded for a miracle. The compassion in the hospital hallway was overwhelming. There were tears and passionate prayers so intense that a nurse came out and ushered us to a room where we could shut the door.

After about an hour and a half of prayer, a vision appeared in my mind. In the vision, I saw the young blonde-haired girl lying on a hospital bed motionless with her arms to her side. Above her was an ominous dark storm cloud that billowed with anger. I sensed evil in the cloud. Suddenly, as if watching a motion picture start rolling, I saw a shaft of light pierce through the middle of the cloud and hit the girl’s body in the chest. I immediately knew in my spirit that Heaven’s healing power had broken through to heal the girl. I shared my vision with the members of our prayer team.

It was only a few minutes after the vision that the nurse who provided the room for us came back to report that the girl’s heart and lungs had started working. We started shouting with joy. She cautioned us, however, that her vital signs were not stable yet, and they still did not know what had caused her sudden arrest. In a sobering tone she said, “Even if we get her stabilized, she might live in a vegetative state the rest of her life.”

As the nurse left the room, we looked at each other and decided that if God had brought the little girl back to life, He could bring her all the way back to full physical and mental health. The vision especially gave us confidence to know that God had sovereignly announced to us that He was moving to heal the girl. We went back to prayer.

We continued to intercede in prayer for the next several hours. It was about three in the morning when I received a second vision. In the opening scene, the little blond-haired girl was laying on the hospital bed with the dark, ominous cloud hovering above her. The tiny shaft of light still illuminated the girl’s heart and lung area. Then the motion picture began rolling again.

I heard sizzling and crackling, as when cold water is poured into a hot pan of grease. More shafts of light came pouring through the cloud from above eating away at more of the cloud from the center outward. Almost two-thirds of the cloud was eaten away by the light. I looked down at the girl and saw the shafts of lights were now illuminating her whole torso with a radiant glow.

“Hey everybody,” I said. “I just had a second vision of more of the cloud being eaten away over the girl.” I told them in detail what I saw in the vision. Knowing that we had received a breakthrough in the spirit-realm for the girl, we began to thank the Father in advance for good news from the emergency room. Sure enough, in a couple of minutes, the nurse came into our room and reported that the girl’s vital signs had all stabilized. We praised God for the encouraging news.

The nurse asked us to keep up the prayers because they were working. “Now this girl needs to wake up from her coma,” she said. “And let’s hope her brain fully functions. She was deprived of oxygen for a dangerous amount of time.” At that the nurse left, and we went back into prayer.

The urgency of our intercession caused us to lose all track of time, but the faint and growing light coming in from the window told us that it was dawn. No one had slept in our band of prayer warriors, but exhaustion was starting to settle in upon us. Some were sitting down, leaning against the wall. Some were laying face down on the floor praying in the Spirit. I was kneeling over a chair, praying in the Spirit, when a third vision came before my spiritual eyes. There was the little girl lying on the hospital bed. The dark cloud, now with the center eaten out of it by the light of heaven, still hovered over her body. Then, for a third time, the movie began rolling. The light pouring through the cloud began to intensify in brilliance. The inner edges of the cloud began to sizzle and burn away. Wisps of white mist curled up from the edges of the dark cloud and dissipated into thin air. Shafts of light came pouring through upon the body of the little girl until her entire body was illuminated. Not one gloomy remnant of the cloud remained.

“I just had a third vision,” I said and explained it to the group. The room erupted in shouts of joy and praise. Through these visions, especially the third one, God was confirming that the miracle of the girl’s resurrection and healing of her body and mind were complete.

We were so involved in celebration that we did not notice the nurse had appeared at our door again. She cleared her throat to get our attention and the room went silent. Tears welled up in the nurse’s eyes, and she found it difficult to talk. “I just came from the girl’s room,” the nurse began. “She just sat up in her bed, looked across the room and saw the Easter bunny decoration we had on the wall. The girl laughed out loud and said, ‘What’s that Easter bunny doing on the wall?’”

We all began to cry. The nurse continued, “We have been talking to her, and she appears to be rational. We’ll keep her for observation for a day or so, but we believe she’ll be fine.”

The rest of the story is that the little girl went home with a clean bill of health and, to my knowledge, never had a recurring problem with the mystery illness that took her life. The doctors never knew the full story behind the girl’s recovery, but one nurse knew. That nurse, the people in our prayer group, and the parents knew that God had performed a resurrection. God’s hand brought about the girl’s miraculous recovery, and it was attested to by the visions that coincided with the three stages of her healing.

The whole experience opened my understanding to how God uses supernatural visions to create an atmosphere of faith in the believer. God wants to use us to do great and notable signs and wonders. To do so, He has to get us to shift our focus from the natural condition to the supernatural provision waiting in the wings.

When do dreams and visions come to the man or woman of God? In the prophet Daniel’s case (see Dan. 7:1), in the apostle Peter’s case (see Acts 10), and in the apostle John’s case (see Rev. 1), their dreams came during times of deep prayer and fellowship in the Spirit. This was the case for me, as well. Why I experienced the visions and the others in my prayer group did not is not clear. God may have selected me because I initiated the prayer effort.




Dreams Reach the Lost

In Joel Rosenberg’s book Epicenter, there is an account of an entire village of Muslims who, in one night, all received the same dream/vision of Jesus coming to them and identifying Himself as the Messiah. Each was fearful to share their vision with anyone the next morning, but once two of them began to talk about their visions, the rest of the village soon followed suit. As a result of the visions, the entire village became Christian.1 I spoke with a couple who are going to Turkey as Christian missionaries who heard from sources there that dreams of Jesus are occurring to Muslim people all over the Middle East. In the dreams, Jesus instructs the dreamer to read and believe the Injeel—the Arabic word for the New Testament.




Dreams Confirm Decisions

Here is another story of how God used dreams to confirm to my wife and me that we were to adopt another child. In 1997, when our son, Grant, was five years old, he expressed a desire to have a little brother or sister. This was before one of our dinner meals. I told Grant that, as we prayed for our food, we should also pray for a little brother or sister. I asked Grant to pray. Grant prayed a simple, yet serious prayer for God to give him a little brother or sister. No sooner did he finish saying “Amen” than the telephone rang. It was the adoption agent who helped us with Grant’s adoption. She said that she had a baby ready for adoption in the next three months.

The birth mother requested that her child be adopted by a family who already had at least one child. This was unusual since most mothers want to give their child to a couple who could not have children so the child grows up as an only child. The adoption agent wanted to know if we were interested. I asked, “Do you know what the child’s gender is?” “No,” she replied, “but a sonogram will be taken in a week, and we will know then.” We told her of Grant’s prayer just before her call and also told her of our definite interest in pursuing the adoption. She said that she would be in touch and hung up. The three of us looked at each other in amazement at what had just happened.

That week, three ladies from the church we were attending had dreams. In the dreams, each lady saw Missy and me together with Grant. In Missy’s arms was a baby girl. One of the ladies went so far as to say that she saw that the little baby girl’s hair was red.

A week later, the adoption agent called back with the results of the sonogram, “The baby’s a girl.”

“We know. This week we had three ladies tell us that they had dreams of our family receiving a new baby girl.” We all knew, beyond the shadow of a doubt, that God was orchestrating the adoption, and we moved forward with it in full confidence.

The baby came in two months, not three. In 60 days, Grant’s prayer was answered. In our first picture together as a family, Grant was holding his new sister. Her hair was black when we got her, but in a matter of a few weeks, her hair began turning into a beautiful red color, just as in the one dream. At the time of this writing, our little girl, Brooklyn, is 11 years old and has the most beautiful auburn hair I have ever seen. All of her life, people have commented on how beautiful the shade of her red hair is. She is an awesome kid who loves God, her family, her friends, and every animal in the whole world. In more than one way, Brooklyn is our dream girl!

How do you know when a dream is from God and not just a normal dream? Let me just say from experience, when God gives a dream, it will be very powerful and memorable, and it will be accompanied by a strong awareness of the presence of God. The dream will give you the sense that you just went through a real experience. In other words, God will make sure that you know it was from Him.

Some would say that all dreams come from God, but I disagree on the same premise that all thoughts that enter our mind do not come from God. The same sources that bring us our thoughts are the same sources that fuel our dreams. Yes, God is one of them. So also are demonic forces, other people, movies, radio, news, and ourselves. From experience I can say that every time I have had a dream or vision from God, I have had no doubt that He was the source.




Various Purposes of Dreams and Visions

God uses dreams for a variety of purposes. Some dreams are purely prophetic, as were the dreams God gave the pagan kings, Pharaoh of Egypt and Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. The apostle John received several prophetic visions of the future that he documented in the Book of Revelation. These dreams and visions include a great amount of symbolism. In Pharaoh’s dream, seven fat cows were eaten by seven lean cows, symbolizing seven years of great harvest followed by seven years of famine (see Genesis, chapter 41). Nebuchadnezzar’s “Statue of a Man” represented the great kingdoms that would rule on the earth beginning with the Babylonian Empire and ending with the revived Roman Empire (see Daniel, Chapter 2).

Some dreams were to warn of an impending reality, as was the dream God gave to Joseph, father of Jesus. In this dream, Joseph was warned that Herod was looking for the child, Jesus, to kill him. Joseph, Mary, and Jesus escaped to Egypt and stayed there until Joseph received another dream from the Lord that Herod had died and it was now safe to return to the land of Israel. These dreams and visions rely less on symbolism and are very direct in showing and naming people, places, and purposes.




Dreams Tell of Coming Healing

Recently, as our church boldly moved into the healing ministry, some of our members have had what I call healing dreams. I experienced one of these. In my dream, I saw one of our members, Mike Carpenter, in our church standing by himself on the other side of the room. At the time of the dream, in real life, Mike’s company had shut down and he was looking for a new job. Mike also had an undiagnosed medical condition that caused one of his arms to shake. In the dream, Jesus appeared by my right side and said, “Look at Mike. His arm is not shaking.” I took this to mean that he was healed. Then the Lord said, “And he has a new job.” So far, Mike has accepted a new job at a hospital. I believe his healing is imminent.

Another one of our members had a healing dream about our daughter, Brooklyn. At age 10, Brooklyn sustained a hip injury where the ball joint in one leg moved slightly out of the hip socket. It was enough to leave her with a limp. In the dream, this member saw Brooklyn as a young teen walking down the center isle of our church without a limp. She was in a white dress and her auburn hair was down to her waist. I was on the platform playing a song that the member having the dream remembered when she woke up. A musician herself, she wrote down and recorded the song. I believe both of these dreams were given by God to instill faith for complete healing for these individuals. In a Friday night meeting several months later, our daughter’s hip was healed, and she now walks without a limp.




Dreams Provide Training

In my first experience as a youth pastor, I received a telephone call from a demon-possessed girl. During the call, several demons manifested and spoke through the girl, and, at the Lord’s command, I was used to deliver her from them. (This event is detailed in Chapter 21, “Discernment and Deliverance”.) The deliverance was successful. I must be truthful in saying, however, that it scared me so much that as I lay in bed that night, I was fully expecting things to go flying around in the room and for evil spirits to attack me. Nothing happened that night, but I realized that, even though I was victorious over the demons, I still had a fear of them.

To help me overcome this fear, the Lord gave me three dreams over the next month. In the dreams, an individual would come up to me and ask for help and then manifest a demon. The Lord would be with me in the dream and tell me to cast the demon out of the person, which I would do. In the first of the dreams, I was on a sidewalk that was about four feet above street level. There was a pipe railing around the sidewalk.

A little girl walked up to me, looked up, reached out with both hands and said, “Help me.” I bent down to take her hands. Her face suddenly contorted into that of a demon and she lunged at me. She hit me with such force that I flew backward over the rail and hit hard on my back on the ground below. My arms wrapped around the girl and the demon was screaming in my face. I wanted to let go, but the Lord said, “Don’t let go. Save the girl and cast the demon out.” I commanded the demon to leave and it did. The little girl fell limp in my arms and that was the end of the dream. By the third dream, I was no longer afraid of demons. I became fully aware that I, as a believer, have total authority, through Jesus, over every demonic force.

As the Holy Spirit is poured out, dreams and visions will pour out from the Father to lead, guide, and prepare His people for what is ahead. As with the Muslims, God will also use them to confirm to the lost that Jesus is Lord of all.




Endnote

1. Joel Rosenberg, Epicenter (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House, 2008).






 
 
 CHAPTER 20
 With Healing in Their Wings

As much as Jesus wanted to accomplish the Father’s will in His ministry, He had just as strong of a desire to see His disciples minister with the same supernatural abilities that He did. “…[You] will do even greater things than these…,” He said (John 14:12). So Jesus taught them about healing the sick and casting out devils. He took them with Him and had them observe as He performed miracles. Then Jesus commissioned them and imparted the authority and power to heal the sick to the 12 disciples (see Luke, Chapter 9). Later, he did the same with the 70 disciples (see Luke, Chapter 10). Before He left He declared that these abilities would be given to all believers (see Mark 16:17). What great joy Jesus felt as He saw His disciples go preaching the Good News of the Kingdom with healing in their wings.

Like many pastors and believers, I grew up believing that a very select few ministers received and operated in miracles. Occasionally, God would throw a miracle to the rest of us. However, my mind was changed as I watched the Lakeland Outpouring. Over and over again, the ministers of the revival reiterated that the gifts of healing in which they were operating could be imparted to others, and they would pray for those wanting to be used in the gifts. I responded. I asked God for the gifts of healing, began to earnestly desire the gifts, and started to preach and take time to pray for the sick after each meeting. Sure enough, the miracles came.

It was important to me as pastor to follow Jesus’ example and lead the members of our church into receiving and operating in the gifts as well. I began to teach on the gifts of healings and the believer’s privilege to use them. As the Lakeland revivalists prayed for others to receive impartation, I felt the Lord direct me to pray for those in our congregation who wanted the same impartation. Paul speaks of this ability to impart spiritual gifts to others in Romans 1:11.

I want to elaborate more on this subject. Impartation is a two-fold process that involves instruction first and commission second. Instruction in the gifts should include understanding God’s heart and purpose in giving the gifts. They are given to the believer to bring healing and encouragement to the Church, to be signs to unbelievers, to confirm the Word of God, and to give testimony to Jesus as the divine Son of God and Messiah. Once properly educated, each believer earnestly desiring to be used in the gifts should be activated to use the gifts in a special commissioning service.

In our commissioning service we anoint the candidates with oil, lay hands on them, and pray a prayer of impartation for the gifts of healing. I continue to preach on healing and incorporate others in our ministry times to pray for the sick. I encourage them to find people to pray for during the week. As these excited believers have gone out, in faith, to pray for people to be healed, they have come back with amazing testimonies.

Michelle went to the doctor with pain in her head and lower bowels. She was diagnosed with tumors in her brain and in her uterus. She had heard the message I preached on healing and the importance of taking authority over sickness. Being the mother of seven young children, she spoke to the tumors and, in the name of Jesus, commanded them to leave her body. Her pain left shortly thereafter. On her next visit to the doctor, scans were taken of her brain and uterus. No tumors were found. Praise the Lord.

During one of our planning meetings for a healing event called Glory Explosion, Mike Lacy and a brother named Daniel were with me. During the meeting the palm of my left hand heated up as if someone had come close to it with a burning candle. I told the guys that I had been asking for God to give me a sign in my body of this nature when He wanted me to pray for healing over someone. Daniel said, “Pray for me then.” So I did.

Just a few days later, Daniel showed me a dime-sized scab on his leg and said, “Isn’t that beautiful?” I didn’t quite understand and let him explain. “Brother Ken, a brown recluse spider bit me there almost a year ago and that wound has stayed open and festering since. Before you prayed for me the center of the wound was a quarter of an inch below the skin surface. Now it is level with the skin and instead of oozing, it has scabbed over.”

I looked at the scab again and said, “Wow, that is beautiful.”

Mike and I went to a shopping mall to minister to strangers. He used the gift of prophecy to minister to them, and I used the gift of healing. I told Mike that I too wanted to be used in the prophetic gift and encouraged him to believe for healings to manifest as he prayed. By the end of the day, God used us both in each of the gifts. I prophesied; he used the gift of healing.

Two months later, both Mike and Daniel moved away to Perkins, Oklahoma. In their first few weeks they became acquainted with a lady who was bedridden with a 200-pound tumor inside her abdominal cavity. She also had a tumorous growth on her neck. They asked the lady if they could pray for her and she consented. Mike placed his hand on the tumor on her neck. They anointed her and spoke healing into her life. The tumor on her neck instantly disappeared under Mike’s hand. Three weeks later, the tumor inside her abdominal cavity had shrunk by 150 pounds. In a few weeks, a scan at the doctor’s office revealed the tumor had shrunk to the size of an apple. In a few more weeks the tumor disappeared completely. It was an amazing miracle. Best of all, the lady was able to get out of bed and go to church.

Mike and Daniel prayed for another young woman who was diagnosed with Lupus. She had visible oozing lesions on her abdomen. They ministered in the gift of healing and watched the lesions heal up immediately. Truly, Mike and Daniel went out with healing in their wings.

One of our members, Brad Cummins, is an insurance salesman. He called one day and told me of an associate who had just had a brain aneurism and was not expected to live. We took time over the phone to pray. I asked Brad to lead. He prayed a powerful prayer. The man survived against all odds, for his aneurism involved six inches of one of the blood vessels in his brain. At last check, Brad reported the man has recovered well. It is rare and almost unheard of for someone to survive such a large rupture of a blood vessel, but this man did. Brad’s prayers had the anointing of Heaven on them, and God performed another amazing miracle.

Mike Boatman, his wife Michelle, and their two sons, Gavin and Conlin, all have been used in the healing ministry. Mike was first to pursue the gift of healing and did so with fervor. Mike prayed for a lady in the hospital who developed life-threatening blood clots after a routine surgery. He felt the Spirit of God upon him and spoke healing into her body and commanded the blood clots to dissolve. After he was finished, he told her the Lord had healed her and to expect a good report. Sure enough, by the next day the blood clots were gone and the lady recovered. One of the great things about this encounter was that, while Mike was ministering healing to her, there were six other people in the room, most of whom were strangers. One was his mother, who had never seen him so bold. Mike could not believe he was that fearless after it was all over.

Along with the gift of healing, Mike received the gift of boldness. After this encounter, Mike prayed for a lady hobbling on a crutch who walked into the showroom where he works. He ministered to her and she was instantly healed. She left waving the crutch in the air and walking normally. One day, Mike was working in his father’s boat cover business and fell off a large boat onto the concrete floor. He laid there as pain began to flare up in several places. Mike’s faith flared up as well. Not accepting any injury he proclaimed, “Father, in the name of Jesus, I am healed.” As he got up, the pain left immediately.

Mike’s boldness led him to witness to a man he knew from a business down the street. The man also had a night job as a barroom bouncer. This man loved to fight so much that he once overturned his car trying to get back to the bar one night when the manager called and said a fight had broken out. Mike led this man to the Lord. At last check, the man started taking himself and his little daughter to church. His personality has changed dramatically as well. God’s love can penetrate the hardest of hearts.

Mike’s wife, Michelle, was at a school event where she met a woman with a bandage on one of her knees. Michelle asked the woman the purpose of the bandage. The woman told Michelle that her knee had a staph infection resulting from a surgery. She had had it for over a month, and it had not gotten better. She was in a lot of pain. The doctor had her on strong antibiotics and had her come in several times to repack the wound. Michelle asked if she could pray for her and the lady consented. As Michelle placed her hand on the lady’s leg and began to pray, the woman said, “Oh! I felt something.” Michelle said, “I did too.” Often times, the minister and the person will feel a surge of heat or electricity. Some feel chills pour through their bodies when the Holy Spirit performs a healing miracle.

The next day, the lady called Michelle and told her that she had been to the doctor and the doctor said that the wound had healed and did not need to be repacked. There was no more staph infection. Later as Michelle was telling the story to me, I asked her if the doctor’s appointment was the very next day. Michelle said, “No, the appointment was 45 minutes after we had prayed together.” God did a quick work. Michelle noticed one day that her son Gavin felt ill and had a swollen gland in his neck. She prayed and immediately the gland retracted and Gavin was feeling fine. Another day, Michelle had a painful headache. Gavin asked if he could pray and did so. Michelle’s headache left.

Near the same time of these healings, Michelle visited the doctor and had some X-rays made of her lungs. The X-rays detected ominous spots on both of her lungs. A second picture was taken. The spots were confirmed so the doctor set up a third appointment to see if the spots were growing. In the meantime, Michelle came home and told Mike and the boys. They decided to pray, and Gavin led the prayer for his mother. At the doctor’s appointment, a third set of pictures was taken. The doctor returned to the room and told Michelle that he must have had the X-rays mixed up because this set showed no spots whatsoever. The doctor compared the sets again. These were the same set of lungs, but the third set showed no signs of the spots that were so evident in the first two sets. How marvelous is the God that we serve that He would impart the healing ministry to a whole family. Gavin, at the time, was only 10 years old.

The stories continue to pour in. It has been said that a teacher has not taught until his or her pupils can do what the teacher can do. Seeing others go out with healing in their wings is one of the greatest joys I have ever had as a pastor.





 
 
 CHAPTER 21
 Discernment and Deliverance

My first full-time position as a youth pastor was at a mid-sized church in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. I was fresh out of college. The church had a vibrant childcare facility and an exceptional Christian school. The administrative offices of the church were constantly bustling with activity. In my first month on the job, the administrative secretary, Mary, buzzed me on the intercom and said, “Brother Ken, there is a young lady on the line who needs a pastor. You are the only one here right now, will you take her?”

“Yes,” I said and pressed the blinking button on my office phone.

“Hello, this is Brother Ken. How can I help you?”

The person on the other end of the line bypassed all formalities and asked, “Do you love me?”

From the sound of her voice, I assumed she was about 16 years old and that she was desperate for help. I replied, “Well yes, I don’t know you, but in Jesus I do love you.”

No sooner did I get my sentence finished than she answered “Well, I hate you!” She did not use her original timid girlish voice to say it, but a raspy, demonic male voice.

I’ll be honest and tell you what happened next. Every hair on my neck stood up straight. Every hair on my arms and legs stood up straight. In fact every hair on my toe knuckles stood up straight. Fear gripped me like I had never felt it before.

I eked back a reply, “Do you still have this number?”

“Yes,” the girl replied in her own voice.

“Then call me back in a few minutes.” I hung up the phone and walked out of my office into the other room where the secretaries were. They told me that I was ashen white.

Mary said, “What’s the matter?”

That girl was demon possessed and her demon just screamed in my ear, “I hate you.”

“What did you do?” Mary inquired.

“I hung up,” I said. Their faces took on looks of surprise. “But I told her to call back. If she does, I need you guys to pray and some of you stay on the line with me.”

I had read about demon possession in the Scriptures, but had not been trained in handling it in the least. All I knew to do was what Jesus had done in Scripture. I would take authority in the name of Jesus over the demon and command it to go.

The phone rang again. Mary answered and looked up at me. “It’s her,” she said. One of my older youth named Dale had just come into the office. He was a very on-fire Christian for being 17.

“Dale, get in the other office and get on the same line as me. This person is demon possessed.” Dale ran to the other room.

I turned and walked back into my room to field the call. “God help me,” I prayed as I picked up the receiver and punched the blinking button. “Hello, this is Brother Ken.”

“Brother Ken, I need help.”

“I know. Jesus can help you,” I said.

At this, the girl shrieked and the demonic male voice gushed forth, “We don’t need any of your help. Leave us alone.”

My mind raced. Did he just say “We” as in many demons? The only thing I knew to do was say, “I command you, in the name of Jesus, to come out of her.”

“I’m not going,” said the demon. “She’s mine.”

I was startled, but something welled up inside of me. “You don’t have a choice demon, you have to go, so go now.”

The girl, who I will call Sarah, suddenly screamed and then began to throw up violently. It sounded horrible. When she was finished I asked if she was all right.

“Something left, but I still feel others inside.”

I said, “All right. We’ll just cast them out one by one,” and for the next hour and a half one demon after another manifested by speaking through her. Each time, I took authority and commanded it to go. These demons were highly resistant. They may have known that I was a novice and tested my resolve. They cursed at me with the most vile language. Several times I had to hold the telephone receiver away from my ear it was so crude. They tried to intimidate me and overwhelm me, but each time I would persist. Though I had never been the lead minister in casting out devils from someone, I knew what the Bible said about believers having authority to cast out demons. One by one the demons spoke. Each one had a different voice inflection. Some had male voices. Some had female. They were vile and obstinate. They burped and moaned and shouted obscenities in my ear. But, as I used the authority of the name of Jesus, they continued to leave one by one.

Finally Sarah went quiet.

“Sarah, can you say ‘Jesus is Lord’?” I asked her.

A sassy parrotlike voice came out of her, “Jesus is Lord. Jesus is Lord.”

I asked this because the Scripture says, “No one can say, except by the Spirit, that Jesus is Lord.” I was confused. How could a demon say this? It sure sounded like one of those demons. Then the Spirit of God spoke to me “Even the demons believe. Every knee will bow and confess that Jesus is Lord.” In fact demons recognized Jesus as the Son of God several times in the New Testament. Mark 5:7-8 tells us of a demon who said, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to God
that You won’t torture me!” For Jesus had said to him, “Come out of this man, you evil spirit!”

So I found out that they can say, “Jesus is Lord,” all they want. Though they are in rebellion to Him, He is still lord over them, and they have to obey His authority.

I thought my work was over, but then Sarah made a disgusting burping noise. I became persistent and said, “If there are any more demons in Sarah, I command you to say your names and then you must go out of her.”

Suddenly, out of Sarah, came one voice after another, speaking four-and five-syllable Hebrew and Chaldean-sounding names found in the Old Testament. Each voice changed from one voice inflection to another. She went on like this until about 50 demons had given their names. When they finished I said, “Go out of her now.”

Sarah screamed and threw up again. When she same back on the line I asked again, “Are there any other demons. Say your names and get ready to go.” Again, about 50 demons spoke through her all in different voices using Hebrew and Chaldean-sounding names.

I said, “Go out of her.”

She shrieked and threw up.

A third time I demanded, “If there are anymore demons in Sarah, say your names and come out.” A third time about 50 or more began giving their names in male and female voices. I remember one of the names was Molech. This name is in the Old Testament as a god who demanded child sacrifice. I commanded them to go out of her, and she screamed again and threw up as they left.

Sarah went quiet again.

I said, “Sarah, are they all gone?” Sarah made another burping sound.

The telephone conversation had stretched to two hours by this time, and I felt exhausted and weak spiritually, emotionally, and physically. In my mind I cried out to God, “Lord, I cannot go on. I am out of strength. Take over. Take over.”

Then a surprise came. Someone walked into Sarah’s room and spoke to her in a male voice. It was soft and tender. Sarah responded, “Jesus, what are you doing here?”

My mind raced. Could this be happening? Was Jesus in the room, or was this a ruse by one of the demons? My mind ran to Scripture for some justification of Jesus appearing to someone. After His resurrection, Jesus appeared to Paul. Could He be appearing to Sarah? I had just about decided that it was a ruse when Sarah and the other person spoke at the same time.

Sarah started to ask a question to the visitor and the visitor had started to talk. Obviously there was another individual in the room with her whom she continued to call “Jesus.”

Dale, who was still on the phone with me said, “Oh, no. What’s this?”

“I don’t know yet,” I said.

Jesus began to speak to her in a non-English language. He spoke what would be several paragraphs in length. Then in English, He quoted a beautiful passage of Scripture from the Book of Psalms. Sarah listened, but suddenly a demon manifested in her and said, “Oh Jesus, don’t give us any of that s—t.”

Jesus quickly halted the demon from speaking and commanded, in another language, something that sounded like, “Demoan, san ta la aqui.” The demon resisted and Jesus said it again, “De-moan, san ta la aqui.” This must have meant, “Demon, get out of here.” Jesus went back to speaking to Sarah in a foreign language and then to quoting beautiful and lengthy passages of Scripture in English. At times, more demons would manifest, and Jesus would cast them out in the same way.

Then Jesus said to her, “I want to show you some things,” and He took her in a vision to the top of a mountain. On the mountain she saw Moses receiving the Ten Commandments, written in stone from God’s finger.

“These are the commandments of God,” He said. Jesus then spoke to her in a foreign language and quoted another passage of Scripture in English. He then showed her a second vision. This time it was of Himself being baptized by John in the Jordan River.

Sarah exclaimed, “Why are you letting that man put your head under the water?”

Jesus replied, “To obey all that My Father wants.” Jesus spoke again in a foreign language and then recited more of the Bible in English. In a third vision, Jesus brought Sarah to the hill of Calvary. There He showed Himself being nailed to the Cross. Sarah cried out, “Jesus, why are they putting nails in your hands? Make them stop!” She began sobbing. Jesus said, “It was because of your sins.”

Sarah wept uncontrollably for some time and finally said, “Oh Jesus, I’m sorry. I’m so sorry. Forgive me.” Jesus spoke softly to her in the foreign language and then in English, “And now I’m going to fill you with the Holy Spirit.” Sarah too, began to speak in a language that was not English. Jesus joined in with her in His own foreign language. Both of them seemed to be praising God.

After several minutes, Jesus said, “Sarah, I want to talk to you alone,” and a hand went over the receiver on Sarah’s end of the line. Dale and I heard muffled conversation for the next several minutes. Then, I heard the hand lift from the receiver and Sarah was saying, “Jesus, don’t leave.” Jesus spoke back, “I’ll be back,” and then He left.

“Sarah,” I said. “Yes,” she replied. “Did Jesus leave?” “Yes,” she said.

“What did Jesus say to you?” I queried.

“He told me some things I needed to do. Then He told me something to tell you.” “What was that?” I asked.

“I don’t know what it means, but He said, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.’” I said, “I know what it means.”

Sarah continued, “I was wondering something. When Jesus came up out of the water, a bird came and set on His shoulder. What kind of bird was it?”

Her simple curiosity made me chuckle. “Was it a dove?” I asked.

She replied, “Yes. Yes, it was a dove. That’s what it was.” And after that I told her to call me when she needed help, and we said goodbye. I looked at my watch. The phone call had lasted four hours.

That night, as I went to bed, I laid there thinking that things were going to start levitating and flying around the room. Even though I was successful in casting out several demons that day, the devil knew I was still afraid and was still trying to take advantage of my inexperience. I had to focus totally on Jesus and pray until I went to sleep.

As I mentioned previously, the Lord cured me of my fear over the course of the next year by giving me dreams. In the dreams, I would come across a demon-possessed person and the Lord would have me cast the demon out. He always told me in the dreams to not be afraid. Through these dreams, I lost all fear of demons. I also learned more from Scripture about how every believer has total authority over demonic forces.

Sarah and I stayed in touch after that for a while. Sarah told me that she had grown up as the daughter of satan-worshiping parents. From birth they had involved her in rituals and actually asked the demons to possess their daughter. Eventually, she stopped calling, but I have to believe that after all the Lord did for her, she was able to remain free from possession and stay filled with the Spirit. The Lord could protect her from harm.




Authoritative Power

In my life and ministry I had other encounters with demon-possessed people, but I never encountered the struggle I had with Sarah’s demons. In 2008, a parent called about her son and said that demons were harassing and frightening him. I came to their house and spoke with the boy. Demons began to manifest. I took authority over them and commanded them to leave. I had no fear for the Spirit of the Lord was strong in me. From my experiences, I was now confident and sure of my authority in the name of Jesus. After a little resistance on their part and a little more persistence on my part, the demons left.

I placed my hands on the young man’s shoulders as he laid on a couch in the living room. I asked the Holy Spirit to flood into his life. The young man began to describe a flow of energy coming from my hands that was coming into his body and giving him chills. This is the same way I describe the Holy Spirit’s presence when it comes on me.

This is the anointing of the Holy Spirit that flows like a river from within. This is described in Psalm 46:4, which says, “There is a river whose streams make glad the city of our God….” The river is the Holy Spirit. The city of God is God’s people. Isaiah 44:3 says, “For I will pour out water on the thirsty land and streams on the dry ground; I will pour out My Spirit on your offspring and My blessing on your descendants.” John 7:38 says, “Whoever believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.” Jesus said that when the Holy Spirit came we would be endued with power from on high (see Acts 1:8).

With this flowing river comes power or energy. It is something that can be felt by the body. When the Holy Spirit moves on me, I sense it as a cool refreshing flow that energizes and excites every cell, nerve, and endorphin in my body. This is the same description that the young man was using to describe the Holy Spirit’s flow in his body.

The young man got excited and said, “Oh wow. Oh wow. I see Jesus. I see Jesus.” “What is He doing?” I asked.

“He’s coming toward me. He’s so beautiful!” He exclaimed. “And He’s got a crown on His head that is rotating around.”

In my mind I was saying, “I want to see You too, Jesus,” but this vision was exclusively for the young man who had just been set free from demons.

Several months later, I spoke with the mother about her son. She said that during her son’s demonic encounters, he had become fearful and reclusive, rarely ever wanting to leave the house. After his deliverance, the young man had started going out more, was getting a job and his happiness had returned. He was even going to college. What a glorious change! Praise the Lord.

I share these accounts to show you the authoritative power resident in each and every believer to cast out demons. The demons in Sarah knew I was inexperienced and resisted me. But note that they too eventually obeyed and left. Even a new believer has the authority to cast out devils. Like dogs, demons can sense timidity in the believer and will try to stand their ground. But the believer will always triumph if he or she persists. Eventually, with experience, each believer will realize that demons are subject to the Lord’s authority resident in the believer. Confidence in this knowledge dispels all fear.

When discerning whether demons are present, signs to look for include:

 

	Manifestation of malevolent behavior.




	A countenance or personality change that is not consistent with the character of the individual. (This comes from the demon’s own personality. A demon of fear would manifest fearfulness in the person.)




	Superhuman strength.




	A different voice.




	Seizures.




	Foaming at the mouth.






Not always will demons manifest in outward behavior. Sometimes they like to hide. Oral Roberts said that He could smell a foul odor when demons were present. A fellow minister of mine says that he gets an uneasy feeling in his stomach when he senses demons in a person. I personally feel two things when demons are present. First, from the demon, I experience an uneasy feeling wash over me. Right after that, however, I feel the Holy Spirit’s river of energy surging within me, like spiritual adrenalin.

Everett Cox, from Oklahoma City, has a deliverance ministry. From his decades of experience, he gives some great insights on deliverance in a manual he had published. He writes that many times, demons come into people’s lives through past experiences, traumas like sexual abuse, evil behavior, drug use, and other avenues. To keep the door closed from future demonic activity, he takes them through a process of repentance and of asking for forgiveness for past sins. He actually takes them through a prayer of “closing the door.”

Another strategy he mentions is how angels can assist in the deliverance process. He has had individuals who were demon possessed use superhuman strength to overpower fellow ministers during a deliverance. Everett would say, “I bind you to the chair,” and then watch as the person would stop struggling and be escorted by invisible forces to the chair and made to sit down.1

Despite the havoc that demons wreak in the world, it is amazing how quickly the Lord works through the educated and empowered Christian to subdue demonic forces. Acts 19:11-16 indicates the power of the Holy Spirit’s anointing on Paul was so strong that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to demon-possessed people and they were delivered. In contrast, the same passage mentions seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who were overpowered, stripped, and beaten by a demon-possessed man. They did not have the power of the Holy Spirit and had no relationship with Jesus.

When it comes to the demonic, what the mightiest of men cannot overcome, the tiniest and frailest of Christians can. Even an anointed handkerchief from a man or woman of God is more powerful than any host of hell.




Endnote

1. Everett Cox, Spiritual Warfare Manual (Oklahoma City, OK: Everett Cox, 1995), 35.






 
 
 CHAPTER 22
 Speaking in Tongues

One of the most significant chapters in the Bible is the tenth chapter of the Book of Acts. In it God made clear, through a series of supernatural events, that the Gospel of Jesus Christ was to be shared with the Gentiles. The apostle Peter, a Jew, was led by God to the house of Cornelius, a God-fearing Gentile and Roman centurion. Cornelius invited Peter to speak to his family, friends, and soldiers whatever message God had laid on his heart. Peter shared with them about Jesus’ life, ministry, crucifixion, and resurrection. He shared that He is the Anointed One from God, through whose name, all who believe can receive the forgiveness of sin.

Suddenly, right in the middle of Peter’s message:

…the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter
were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God (Acts 10:44-46).



Of all of the gifts of the Spirit, God used speaking in tongues as a sign to convince the Jewish believers that God had extended salvation and the gift of the Holy Spirit to the Gentiles. God had surprised the Jewish believers with the same sign in the Upper Room in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2. Now, here in Caesarea, just weeks or months later, God surprised the Gentiles with the same sign.

It is significant that God used the gift of language to unite the nations once again into one new man in Christ, when He had used the confounding of languages to divide the nations at the Tower of Babel (see Gen. 11:1-8).

My daughter, Brooklyn, likes to hide and surprise people, and so do I. I relish with great delight how the Father sent the Holy Spirit in such an unsuspecting way. Both in Jerusalem and in Caesarea, the Spirit of God poured out upon them, filled them from within, and gushed out of them like a torrential river. God gave no real warning, no instructions, not even an explanation. The Holy Spirit got the nod from the Father and “Bam!” He hit each believer with full force, breaking past the dam of their analytical minds to declare the praises of God in languages the Spirit knew, but the believers did not. God was asserting the role of prominence the Holy Spirit would play in the lives of the saints. Everything of the natural man, including his tongue, could and would be used by supernatural means to display the power and glory of God. Every natural ability of the believer would be used supernaturally by the Holy Spirit to fulfill the Great Commission.

In January 2009, I was privileged to go to Israel and visit the Upper Room, the site of the Holy Spirit outpouring upon the Jews in Jerusalem. I also visited Caesarea, the sight of the Holy Spirit outpouring on the Gentiles. While I was there, I reread the stories of these two outpourings of the Holy Spirit. I thought how amazed they all must have been to suddenly find themselves, all at once, speaking uncontrollably in other languages and bursting to praise God with such euphoric exuberance. I prayed, “God, let the Spirit be poured out in the same intensity in our services when I get home.” After returning home, I continued to pray this way, and something awesome happened.

In February 2009 I received a telephone call from a lady named Angela Smith. She said, “Do you remember me? I’m the woman you met selling water at the State Fair last September. You prayed for my headache.” I said, “Yes, Angela, I remember you. Your headache was healed as we prayed.” In that encounter, the Spirit of God had come upon her so strongly that she nearly fell down to the ground. Angela continued, “The house trailer we were living in burned down, and I need clothes for my 2-year-old grandson. Could you help us?”

That week we helped with clothes for the child, and the next week we took up an offering for the rest of the family. Angela began attending our Sunday services. The first Sunday, she wept through the worship service and through the altar service. The second Sunday, she wept through the worship service again. During the altar service, I called people up for prayer who needed healing. Angela came forward. I, my associate pastor, Mike Boatman, and deacon, Dan Burris, laid hands on her and anointed her with oil as the Book of James instructs.

I led a prayer of thanks for God’s healing power and then commanded sickness and injury to leave. The Spirit of the Lord suddenly poured out upon her. All of her physical strength gave way. Her knees buckled and she fell in a heap on the floor. Our catchers did the best they could to help her down, but it was still messy looking. She stayed there as the three of us moved down the line praying for the others who had come. At some point, she got up and sat down in a chair. After I dismissed the meeting, Angela came up to see me, shivering from the glory of God still on her. I asked, “Did you feel the power of God come upon you?”

“Yes,” she said, shivering once more. “I still feel it.” Then she added. “When I was down on the floor, I began talking.”

“Talking?” I replied. “You mean you began talking, but not in English?” “Right,” she said.

“You felt you were speaking in another language?” I asked.

“Yes.”

“Well, do you know what you were doing?” “No,” she said.

“And, you have never read in the Bible about it?” “No,” she replied.

I picked up my Bible and took her to John 14 to show her where Jesus had promised to send the Holy Spirit after He left. I then took her to Acts 1 to show her where Jesus ascended into Heaven. Then I showed her Acts 2, where the Holy Spirit was poured out and they all began to speak in other tongues. Angela looked at me with the most surprised look. I said, “Angela, you were just filled with the Holy Spirit and were speaking in another language that the Holy Spirit gave you. And you didn’t even know what was happening, just like the believers in the Book of Acts. What do you think of that?” She was elated and shivered some more.

Angela wasn’t instructed in any way to make babbling noises. She wasn’t worked up into a frenzy, but was quietly laying on the floor enjoying the presence of God. She knew no theology, nor had she ever heard that the gift of tongues even existed. The Spirit filled her, welled up inside her, and praise came out of her in a language unknown to her. This event showed our congregation, young and old, that the gifts of the Spirit are in full operation today and that God still has a purpose for the gift of speaking in tongues.

While this was happening in Oklahoma, something similar was happening with a friend named Stacie in Florida. She and some other ladies held four ministry meetings over four days. Each day, the Holy Spirit was poured out upon all the people in the room. At once, people who had never spoken in an unknown language before were filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in tongues.

Speaking in tongues was the first gift to be given to mark the Holy Spirit’s infilling of a believer. First Corinthians 2 says that the Spirit knows the mind and will of God and, as Romans 8:26 indicates, He helps us pray perfectly according to His will. There have been times in my life when I did not know what to pray and was actually afraid to pray in my own language for fear of praying the wrong thing. I prayed in the Spirit. Did I know what the Spirit was praying at the time? No. All I knew was that as the Spirit prayed for me, it was according to the will of God, and that gave me comfort. First Corinthians 14:15 (NKJV) says that we can pray or sing in the Spirit and then pray and sing with the understanding.

The interpretation of tongues is a companion gift to speaking in tongues. Paul apparently developed this gift to where he could receive interpretations of his Spirit prayers and songs on a regular basis. We can, too. But there is another way to know as well. You may not know at the moment what you are praying, but the Spirit does and God does. The Spirit also speaks the words and will of God and enacts things while you are praying in the Spirit. In time, these things come to pass and you can look back and say, “So, that’s what the Spirit was praying for.”

Here is a personal story of how I was praying in the Spirit and received an interpretation. The story began with a dream one night in November 2008. In the dream I was looking down from the clouds upon the city of Tehran in Iran. The Lord appeared at my right side and said, “Israel will bomb Iran, and it will be at night.” Suddenly, I felt a huge explosion. A great fireball erupted in the city below. The explosion in the dream was so real that my physical body jerked and I awoke.

I got up and went into the shower. I worshiped for a while and then began to pray in the Spirit. As I was praying in tongues, a sense of urgency welled up inside of my gut. I began praying more forcefully repeating a phrase over and over. “Heh casheka.”

I stopped and asked, “Lord, what does this phrase mean?” Immediately, I felt Him say, “Light in the darkness.”

I turned off the shower and got ready to go to the office of the American Cancer Society, where I was doing some seasonal work. I saw one of my coworkers and said, “Heh casheka.”

“What did you say?” she asked, almost thinking I had cursed or something. “Heh casheka,” I repeated.

“What does that mean?” she asked.

“It means ‘light in the darkness.’ Psalm 112:4: “Even in darkness light dawns for the upright…,” I said without reservation.

“Well, Heh casheka to you, too,” she said.

I sat down at my desk and began to think. That phrase sounds a lot like the Hebrew I took at ORU. I wonder… I turned on the computer and went online to a Hebrew concordance. I found that “casheka” is a Hebrew word that means “darkness.” Next I googled Heh. The first hit took me to a Website that explained how Heh is the fifth letter of the Hebrew language and is significant as one of the four letters of the Hebrew word Hanukkah. Hanukkah is, of course, the Festival of Light for the Hebrews and celebrates their military victory in regaining the Temple back from the Greek Selucids. There it was—light in the darkness—victory over the darkness of evil for God’s people. The Lord also correlated the interpreted message with the dream I had that morning of the fireball that exploded at night in Iran. To receive a dream like this, along with a Spirit-led message in tongues and then an interpretation, led me to strongly believe that this was a prophetic dream foretelling a future event.

During Hanukkah 2008, Israel launched an offensive attack on Hamas in Gaza and met with success in curtailing much of the activity of the Hamas aggressors. Benjamin Netanyahu, now prime minister, spoke fervently in the news, at this time, about how Iran was supplying Hamas with bombs and needed to be dealt with. He declared that if the United Nations or the United States did not do something soon, Israel, herself, would have to deal directly with Iran.

This Hanukkah offensive did not fulfill the dream, but served as a prophetic precursor to the real event to come. Israel will see the light of victory over the darkness of Iran’s evil regime in this future event.

What else does the outpouring of the Holy Spirit with the gift of speaking in tongues tell us? The outpouring of the Spirit and the accompanying languages were given in private, yet immediately were made public as the disciples and women went out into the courtyard below. The Spirit poured out on them in a closed room, and then poured them out onto the open square below. In the Upper Room they started praying in the language of their native country and ended up praising God in the languages of the world. God was confirming that what Jesus began in Jerusalem among them privately was to be taken around the world and preached to every nation, tribe, and tongue.

As Paul pointed out, God gave speaking in tongues to us so that the Spirit could pray the will of God for us and over us (see Romans 8:26.). Speaking in tongues, then, becomes a powerful prayer language for us.

Has the need for speaking in tongues passed? We have just as many language barriers as they did in the New Testament. Why would God fill all believers and empower them to speak in tongues in the Upper Room and at Cornelius’ house and not all of us today? If we accept the gift for today, it makes no sense that God would give the ability to speak in tongues to some in our day and not others. All believers, not a select few, need the Spirit to empower their prayers. There is nothing in Scripture that says that the gifts are no longer available. You may not see them in places where they are ignored or disparaged, but they are still very much available to those who truly desire them.

I know of other instances where individuals have been miraculously used of God to speak in unknown languages where others could understand them. In his book The Walk of the Spirit, pastor and world evangelist Dave Roberson recounts at least 17 times when he has spoken in the foreign language of the people he was addressing in his evangelistic crusades. What is more, he spoke words that were direct admonitions from the Lord to certain individuals.1

Evangelist Anna Mendez Ferrell’s native language is Spanish. She was called upon to interpret for an English-speaking missionary for a church service. She went up on the stage, trusting God and:

Suddenly heaven opened up and it [the Spirit] was downloading down into my spirit the English language, and ever since, I speak fluent English. This happened to me also in Switzerland and France. I supernaturally also received the Swiss and French languages. In Brazil, I received the Portuguese language also on the platform. And last month I preached my first sermon in German.2



How is that for an amazing miracle!?

In 1975, I was in a church service in Tulsa, Oklahoma, at Carbondale Assembly of God. In a few days I was getting ready to leave for Quito, Ecuador, on a mission trip. A man in our church named Carl began to give a message in tongues to the members. I had heard Carl, through the years, give several messages in this same language. His language was very unique, distinctive, and simple enough to remember. My first night in Quito, an Ecuadorian lady stood and gave a message in tongues. I was shocked and amazed to hear this plainly dressed, Spanish-speaking lady speaking in the same language as Carl. Someone else stood to interpret in Spanish.

Then, someone entirely different rose to interpret in English. The word of the Lord that night was for all of us participating in the mission. The message said the Lord would use the nightly services and door-to-door evangelism to bring revival and many to Christ. This was to be the beginning of a great harvest of souls. I shared with the group after the service that this was indeed a word from the Lord because the Spirit had spoken in the same language through the Ecuadorian lady as my fellow church member back home in Oklahoma. At that point, everyone committed themselves wholeheartedly to the mission.

That week, over 1,600 people gave their hearts to the Lord. Several miracles of healing took place. The people experienced the presence of God and the infilling of the Holy Spirit. After we left, the missionary director, Mike Santiago, kept the revival going. The nightly tent services went on and on. Over the next several months, thousands more were saved. The meetings grew larger and were moved to a soccer stadium. Two years later, over 200,000 people had given their lives to Christ, and six thriving churches were started.

These are just a few of the instances that I have experienced or know about. There are hundreds of millions of people worldwide who are filled with the Holy Spirit and speak in tongues. In fact, outside of the European and North American churches, it is estimated that 85 percent to 90 percent of the world’s Christians are part of the Pentecostal/Charismatic experience.

The gift of speaking in tongues is available to all believers for the asking. Every believer needs it, and God wants each one to have it. It is a great gift for personal use, and a great gift with which to minister in corporate or public settings.




Endnotes
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 CHAPTER 23
 Holy Hunger

I have seen God move in more miraculous ways in the past couple of years than in all of my other years combined. I would venture that each member of our church would say the same thing. If you asked any one of us to use one word to describe what made the difference, it would have to be the word hunger. There has been a renewed hunger for the presence God and for the gifts of the Spirit to be in operation. There has been a renewed hunger for the anointing. There has been a renewed hunger to reach the lost and to heal the sick.

Over and over God tells us in the Word that hunger is what He is looking for. It is the key that draws His presence to us and the key that unlocks His provision and power. Hunger is in Jeremiah 29:11-13, which says:

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. You will seek Me and find Me when you seek Me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:11-13).



It is also found in Isaiah 55:

Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to Me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare (Isaiah 55:1-2).



It is present in Jesus’ words in Matthew:

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled (Matthew 5:6).



Why is it that a small amount of people are used powerfully in the gifts of the Spirit and the majority of Christians are rarely used in the gifts? It is because those who truly hunger and thirst after spiritual gifts are few in number. Many Christians, through inadequate teaching, don’t even know that they can be used in the gifts of the Spirit. Others feel that God alone initiates who will and who will not be used in the gifts. The truth from Scripture is, “These signs will follow those who believe…” (Mark 16:17 NKJV). Scripture also says, “For many are called, but few are chosen” (Matt. 22:14 NKJV). If God is not willing for anyone to perish, but that all would come to repentance (see John 3:16-17), how then does God choose who will be saved? The answer is that God chooses those who have accepted His invitation to salvation and who are willing to be clothed in His righteousness. The context of the parable in Matthew 22:1-14 bears this out.

The same principle applies to who will be used in the gifts of the Spirit. Many are called, but few are chosen. God is looking for those who will hunger after the infilling of the Spirit and gifts of the Holy Spirit. At Jesus’ ascension, over 500 people were invited by Him to tarry at Jerusalem for the promised Holy Spirit. Only 120 accepted the invitation and were present in the Upper Room. All 120 were filled with the Spirit. Five hundred were called to wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit. It was the 120 who went that were chosen to receive the infilling of the Holy Spirit. These 120 were hungry enough for the promise of God to clear their schedules, get to the Upper Room in Jerusalem, and wait for the promise. Hunger is the key.

In the Old Testament, Elisha sensed the presence of God upon Elijah and hungered for a double portion. He got it (see 2 Kings, Chapter 2). Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, saw the miraculous anointing on Elisha, yet did not hunger for it. He missed out on a double portion of a double portion.

Where passionate hunger exists, God’s presence and power manifest. So, as a pastor, I do everything within my power to create hunger in myself, and then I do everything I can to stir up hunger for the things for God in my members. To stir myself to hunger, I first read the Word like a treasure hunter looking for ancient gold. The second thing I do is watch DVDs, read books, and listen to broadcasts or services by men and women of God who experience God’s presence and operate in the gifts.

Sid Roth’s television show It’s Supernatural is a great motivational resource. The books and videos his guests offer provide great insights into operating in the supernatural. I love to hear their testimonies and take note of all of their insights. I attend conventions and conferences when they are near and study how other ministers are used by God. For instance, while I was attending a Benny Hinn conference in Dallas, Texas, Benny mentioned that when he begins to minister in the Holy Spirit, he looks for those who already seem to exhibit an openness to the move of God. They may be displaying exuberance in praise, or they may be weeping. When he ministers to them, they are moved upon by God in a powerful way. This activates faith in others to let God move upon them. Most importantly, I put into practice what I learn immediately in my private time and in the ministry time at church. I spend a whole lot more time in private just soaking in the presence of God. I wait to hear God’s voice or receive spiritual vision.

In church services, I go into the service with one goal in mind—to get into the presence of God. I block out most of the day prior to a service to spend in God’s presence. By the time service starts, I’ve already been in the presence of God. Once worship begins, I go deeper and usually Spirit-led ministry breaks out.

One Wednesday, we had just finished worship and I had dismissed the singers and band but the Lord’s presence was so strong that I encouraged the congregation to just seek God. In just a little while, I felt an anointing from the Lord and began to give words of encouragement to His beloved Body. Prophetic word after word poured forth, laced with promises and declarations made by God from His own Word. This went on for 15 minutes as the Lord used me as a conduit to minister directly to His people. When that time was complete, we just worshiped the rest of the evening.

This was the first time I had ever been used for such a prolonged period to speak prophetically. I had never experienced a service like this either. Sometimes God will do something fresh and unique through His ministers who have hungry hearts. That week testimony after testimony came pouring in of things God did in people’s lives through that Wednesday night service.

Another thing that stirs hunger among our people is when people share testimonies of a recent personal healing in themselves or in someone they have prayed for. I know I get excited when I hear someone else tell a great story about leading a stranger to Christ or praying for a friend and seeing them healed. From the pulpit, I constantly talk about recognizing and engaging in divine appointments with people who need salvation, healing, or deliverance. I, myself, am constantly on the lookout for divine appointments when I am out in public. I share about my encounters in my messages, and this generates a hunger in others to be used in the same way.

The great thing about stories that originate from divine appointments is that they have elements of raw human life. Some have humorous elements, as in the biblical account of the short guy, Zaccheus, the tax collector, whom Jesus befriended (see Luke 19:1-10). Some are very touching and awe-inspiring, like the story of the woman with the 12-year issue of blood who was finally healed by touching the hem of Jesus’ garment (see Luke 8:42-48).

Here’s one humorous encounter from several years ago when I was in California. I was ending a service with a prayer line. Another minister and I were going down the line anointing with oil and laying hands on each person. The power of the Lord would come upon some of them so strongly that they would fall backward. Catchers would assist them to the floor. I came to an obese woman who said she suffered from severe back trouble. When we began to pray for her, she did not fall backward as all of the others had. Instead, she wobbled a bit and then melted in place. None of the catchers could get a hold on her to help her down. She went down without assistance. Later, when she got up, she was completely healed. The way she fell was God’s own chiropractic method to heal her.

In our services, if anyone has a testimony to share, we give ample time to listen and rejoice with them. I also encourage a hunger for the presence of God. If we just talk or sing about God, we’re into religion. If we take the time to encounter God, we’re into relationship. Knowledge in itself is inspiring, but having a real encounter with the presence of God is life-changing. When someone enters into the presence of God, more transformation or healing is done in minutes by God than hundreds of sermons or counseling sessions could accomplish.

To encourage this hunger for God’s presence, I admonish our people to worship from the heart, not just the mouth. The Lord wants to hear the cries of our hearts even more than the words of our lips. I directly use key phrases like “Tonight, let’s get desperate for God,” or “Let’s pour out every ounce of our hearts in worship to God today,” to admonish the congregation. We also take time for God to move. “The Lord inhabits the praises of Israel,” says Psalm 22:3 (KJV). The worship leader and the pastor have to develop sensitivity to the moving of the Spirit in order to flow in the Spirit.

Like any father, God wants to spend as much quality time with His kids as He can, so don’t rush worship. God will manifest more of His glorious presence and anointing if we will wait upon Him and stay hungry for His move.

When I preach, I don’t just say words. I preach them with conviction and great passion. I can tell you from ongoing experience that if you take your private time and find your way boldly to the throne of grace and dwell in the presence of God, God will give you a fiery message with the burning desire to preach it to your congregation. I used to be very laid back when I preached, but not anymore. God has kicked up the heat in my life in every facet of ministry, whether worship, preaching, hospital visitation, or evangelism. They have all been affected.

I have also shortened my sermon time in order to conduct an extended altar service. In the altar services, I flow in the gifts of the Spirit to heal the sick, speak prophetically, and bring liberty to the captives. Sometimes, the altar time is used for the sole purpose of moving back into the presence of God through worship and prayer. The musicians all come back and begin to worship. During these times, God will speak to and move upon people.

As a pastor, it’s not enough for me to say I have taught people about God. My job is not finished until I have succeeded in bringing my people into intimate, passionate relationship with God. There is nothing like a real encounter with the living God that can inspire a person to want more of God. Once you’ve really tasted Him, you hunger for His presence the rest of your life.





 
 
 CHAPTER 24
 The Righteous Will Live by Faith

Romans 1:17 says, “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: ‘The righteous will live by faith.’” Habakkuk 2 is the original context of this quote:

Then the Lord replied: “Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that a herald may run with it. For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay…. the righteous will live by his faith.” (Habakkuk 2:2-4).



Bible scholars and church leaders recognize this biblical premise as a cornerstone Scripture of Christian theology. The righteous person’s eternal life will come from a righteousness not achieved by obeying the law, against which all have sinned. It will come through a righteousness imparted through faith in the substitutionary work of Christ on the Cross.

For many years, this is all I saw in this Scripture. Recently, however, I was reading the original passage in Habakkuk 2:2-4 and something else came into view. The righteous will live by faith. In other words, the righteous should never accept negative circumstances in life as they currently are, but should always, by faith, seek God for a positive change in the circumstances. In this way, the righteous are called to be agents of change. Their prayers are to be fervent and effectual to bring about change. No matter how bad things are at present, the righteous should see ahead in the spirit realm to the good that God will bring in the future.

God is telling us to recognize the needs in people for salvation, healing, deliverance, or financial provision. Then, like Jesus, we are to live a lifestyle of meeting those needs through the supernatural power of God. We have to stop overlooking the needy and get to the place in our faith where we consciously reach out in the power of God to bring His miracle provision to them.

The reason so many are weak in their faith for miracles is that they are not cultivating a lifestyle of miracles. They don’t see the need for a miracle until it concerns one of their own loved ones. By the time one of their loved ones is desperate for a miracle, they are so weak in their faith from inactivity that they can do their loved one no good at first. When one of your loved ones is sick and needs someone of faith to fight for their healing, you don’t want to be scrambling for Scriptures and trying to learn how to take authority over the devil and sickness.

Faith for the supernatural is something you should be cultivating every day, so whether it is a loved one or a complete stranger, you are empowered by the Spirit to call forth a healing. Jesus did not come just to heal His relatives. His ministry was to all, and ours should be as well.

I have found, by abiding in the presence of God and walking in the anointing of the Spirit, that I am more sensitive to people’s needs. If it is for salvation, the Holy Spirit gives me the right words to say. If it is for healing, the Holy Spirit gives me the faith to believe for their healing and they are healed. One day, I went to two hospitals and prayed for one person I knew and four others I did not know. In each case, the Spirit of the Lord was so strong in me that the individuals started crying almost as soon as our conversations began. I know it was because they were feeling the compassion of the Lord.

One man was about to have his right foot amputated as a result of advanced diabetes. I told him that I was there for one reason and that was to bring the power of God to him and in the name of Jesus see his health restored. His tears of fear turned to hope. This is the kind of life and lifestyle the righteous should live—one of faith for their own needs to be met and for everyone they know and meet.




Life in the Miraculous Lane

No one living in the so-called “fast lane” in Hollywood lives the exciting and rewarding life I live in the “miraculous lane.” It is the most exciting feeling I have ever felt to think that the Jesus in me wants to use me daily to share the Gospel, heal the sick, deliver the oppressed, and raise the dead. I get to experience miracles in real life every day, the kind of stuff that Hollywood could only hope to portray. I get to see the lives changed, the invalids walk, the drug addicts delivered, and the marriages restored.

The compassion for others I feel as I seek to see people’s health and lives restored has deepened each of the relationships I have with my people at my church. My joy is to see the joy of the Lord come into peoples’ lives. Something else brings me great joy, and I am sure it does even more so to the Lord. That is when a called minister or a devoted believer starts living by faith in the manner just described. That puts us all into a great big adventure together. We long to hear each other’s efforts to share the Gospel and minister in healing or in the prophetic. We relish the testimonies. We all know that we are in a cause bigger than ourselves, and we all realize how much we need each other. In Hollywood, most friendships are formed for mutual benefit. In Jesus, we are forging friendships for life…eternal life.





 
 
 CHAPTER 25
 The One-on-One

One day while I was praying, I felt the Lord direct me to restructure our meetings. Now, at the beginning of most services, there is a greeting, perhaps an announcement, and then the microphone is opened for personal testimonies. Many share of personal encounters they had in the past several days in which they ministered to someone by sharing the Gospel or by praying for healing. Often salvations and healings result. Even when they do not, we let people share about their one-on-one encounters with others and then we lift up those individuals in prayer.

When the disciples returned from preaching the Gospel in the towns of Israel, Jesus let them share testimonies of healings and of casting out devils. The Lord showed me that these testimonies would fuel evangelistic fervor among the Body of Christ. Usually, each testimony includes the highlights of conversation that went on between the two, and I cannot tell you how valuable each testimony is—how it serves to educate and inspire others to go out and make their own experiences.

Years ago, I saw a sign above the exit door of a church that read, “The Service is over. Now the Ministry begins.” This is so true. Each individual in the church has to get back to taking the Gospel and sharing it one-on-one with their friends, loved ones, coworkers, schoolmates, and new acquaintances.

As I have become more ministry-conscious in public, more divine appointments seem to present themselves. I had to retrain my single-focused mind to do this, but as God has enlarged my heart to see the hurting and lost and placed in me a stronger desire to minister to them, it has become almost second nature. Essentially, I have learned to multitask better. Multitasking is when I am sitting in a coffee shop reading and someone comes in and sits near me. Instead of just engrossing myself in my reading, I begin to have a conversation with the Lord about that person. “Lord, what is going on in that person’s life? How can I help them? Open a door, and I will take the opportunity to minister.”

Once I was having breakfast in a coffee shop when a female nursing student sat down at a table next to mine. I felt the Lord tell me that His hand was upon her to not only become a nurse, but to become a nurse of nurses, perhaps an administrator. At other times, the Lord has led me to pray for people with physical needs or emotional needs. When people call for financial aid and I meet them at the church, there is always a time of ministry. I listen to them explain their situation, but I am also listening to the Lord on how to minister to them.

It is so much easier to share Christ, knowing the Holy Spirit will give me what I need to share. Having the gifts of healing, the prophetic gifts, and the discernment of spirits allows the Jesus in you to get right to the point and minister to the need in them. This type of evangelism has been termed power evangelism for a good reason. When you are Spirit-led and using the gifts of the Spirit, these one-on-one encounters become quite powerful. Tears flow, repentance pours out from some, and deep gratitude comes from others. The tangible presence of God comes into the encounter and brings His love, forgiveness, and healing.

Pastors need to lead in cultivating one-on-one encounters. They need to talk about them in their sermons. Hearing stories of their pastor’s encounters will inspire members of the congregation to evangelize more than a thousand sermons on evangelism. Pastors also need to make room during each service for the sharing of testimonies by others. So far, as we have implemented a time for giving testimonies, we have never had a service where we did not have two or more exciting reports.

Ideally, more ministry should take place outside the church services than inside, as it did in the New Testament. This comes through developing and encouraging the art of the one-on-one ministry encounter. If all believers stay full of and walk in the Spirit, the Spirit will use us to speak God’s words to people’s hearts. God will also make His supernatural power available to heal and deliver.

Jesus was the master of the one-on-one. In fact, though many large crowds came to hear Jesus, He never saw them as a crowd. He only saw individual people. When you read the Gospels, you see that none of Jesus’ ministry was ever about how big of a crowd He could gather. However, the Gospels brim with accounts of individual people being loved and ministered to by Jesus.





 
 
 CHAPTER 26
 Building Up Your Faith

My daughter, Brooklyn, and I were driving along in the truck one day and began talking about faith. She actually started the conversation by telling me about how good and tough her sign language teacher is. Brooklyn said that one of the students was struggling to remember some of the signs one day and was frustrated to the point of giving up. The teacher encouraged the student, “You can do this. I know you can.” Then she patiently helped the student learn the signs for that lesson.

I thought about what Brooklyn had said and commented, “Adults can see potential in a child long before the child can. Through instruction and encouragement, they can bring out talent and ability in the child that he or she did not even know they possessed. Do you see though, how important it was for your friend to trust your teacher’s opinion about him? The student trusted her and was now doing what seemed impossible to him a few minutes earlier.”

Brooklyn said, “Yes, I do.” I could tell her mind was spinning at high gear.

“Faith,” I said, “is trusting the opinion of an experienced other person who knows what can be done for you, through you, and by you.” Faith is the trust we put in God’s opinion of us, regardless of how ignorant or inexperienced we are when we start with God. You are not going to start preaching to thousands, but you can start praying for one to be saved or one to be healed.

If you want faith to pray for the sick, learn all you can about how Jesus did it. Then find someone to pray for and speak healing into their life. If they don’t get healed, pray again. Todd Bentley, who was used in the Lakeland Outpouring and saw hundreds of thousands of people get saved worldwide from April to August 2008, said that when he started, the first thousand people he prayed for to be healed experienced no results. But he did not give up. He prayed, learned, and kept believing. Finally, someone was healed. Then another. The numbers increased until during the summer of 2008, over 100,000 people worldwide received healing for every manner of disease and injury. Healing evangelists T.L. and Daisy Osborn started the same way, going from no results to an astounding record of over 100,000 miracle healings.

There is a building process to faith. Jude 20 says, “But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit.” I remember when I was a third grader going with my mother to pick up my uncle from high school. When he got in the car he was talking to my mother about algebra and chemistry. I thought, “I’ll never be smart enough to understand that stuff.” I just went back to my own elementary school and learned what I needed to learn in third grade. I passed third grade then went to fourth and learned what I needed to pass fourth grade. I did the same in fifth through ninth. By the time I got in high school, I had built up my knowledge and could comprehend algebra and chemistry just like my uncle. It took a building process. That is the way it is with learning and doing the supernatural things of God.

Faith is not an end in itself. Receiving all that Jesus wants you to receive is the end goal of faith. Becoming all that Jesus wants you to become is the end goal of faith. Doing all that Jesus wants you to do is the end goal of faith. Achieving all that Jesus said you could achieve is the end goal of faith.

Second Peter 1 says:

His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and goodness. Through these He has given us His very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:3-8).



This passage confirms that we have, at our disposal, everything we need to personally succeed in our Christian life. The key to it all is in verse 8, which says to possess these qualities in increasing measure. We must keep “adding to” what we already know and know how to do. That’s how we grow into mighty warriors of faith. It is a building process. Everybody can increase in knowledge. Everybody can increase in faith. Everybody can increase in goodness, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love. As everyone does, we all can tap into the fullness of God’s divine power mentioned in verse 3.

If there is one thing I have found to be true about the Word of God, it is that it has to be mixed with faith. Hebrews 4:2 says, “…The message they heard was of no value to them because those who heard did not combine it with faith.” I like what Pastor Bill Johnson writes, “All unbelief really is believing in someone other than God.”1 A person may say, “I prayed and did not get an answer. See, I knew the Word would not work.” Well, of course it did not work. The person forgot a key ingredient that God requires for the Word to work—faith in the Word. The Word of God works very well for those who put their faith in it, but it works miserably for those who do not choose to believe it.

God could have made the Word work on its own, but God wants something from us—our belief. He wants our agreement. He wants our commitment. He wants our trust in His Word. Jesus said in Matthew 9:29, “According to your faith will it be done to you.” We have to be as trusting as a young child is in his or her parent’s word when it comes to the Word of God.

It is sad, but many have grown up in a world of skeptics, not just outside their churches but inside their churches. All around them, however, are innumerable churches and ministries experiencing the divine power of God manifested through the gifts of the Spirit.

How do we build ourselves up from skepticism to full faith? Let’s take a look at the various levels of skepticism and faith. First, we go from:

 

	
“I do not believe God’s Word,” to


	
“I believe it, but it’s not for me.” Then we move to


	
“I believe it’s possible, but I don’t believe I can do it,” to


	
“I believe it’s possible and that, since God is no respecter of persons, and I am His child, that I can do it too.” From here we move to


	
“God wants me to do it, and I want to do it,” to


	
“I will do it, because God’s Word says I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” We must go on to


	
“I am doing it,” and then to


	
“I am doing it better and more effectively.” Finally, we arrive at


	
“I am doing it as a part of my everyday supernatural walk with God, and what was I ever thinking that it couldn’t be done or that I couldn’t do it?”




You may ask, “Can I receive healing or deliverance from what I face? Can I be used in supernatural gifts like the gift of healing or prophecy?” Mark 9:23 says, “Everything is possible for him who believes.” Let’s talk about your healing or deliverance in the context of Mark 9:23. In verse 21, Jesus had been asked by the father of a demon-possessed boy to set his son free from the demon. We’ll pick up the story in verse 21:

Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?” “From childhood,” he answered. “It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.” “If you can?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for him who believes.” Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” (Mark 9:21-24)



I like what I see in verse 24 because it shows that if we have a lack of faith, Jesus will even help cure our unbelief if we are sincere.

Jude 24-25 says,

To Him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before His glorious presence without fault and with great joy—to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.



Jesus is able to take anyone through the faith-building process and present them “without fault and with great joy” before the Father.

Like Brooklyn’s teacher, Jesus says, “You can do this.” He won’t let you fail. Like the student, we have to trust in God’s opinion of us. He says we can do all things through Christ. Knowing that God has faith in us to do anything is a gift of faith from God to us. We start by trusting Him one instruction at a time.

One of the gifts mentioned in First Corinthians 12 is the gift of faith. Do you know what that means? It is like a poor lady who has no money for food. She says, “I don’t have any money to buy food.” Well, in my home state, if she is that poor, she can qualify for food stamps. She gets the food stamps, then goes and gets the food she needs.

Like the government, God has “faith stamps” for whatever you need. You say, “God, I need healing, but I don’t have faith. I need a ‘faith stamp’ first.” God says, “We can take care of that.” He gives the faith. You use the faith. He gives the healing. The next time you need healing, you realize that you have faith built up in your bank account. You use it. You see another miracle healing manifest.

But, now you have a big financial need. You cry. “God, I need another ‘faith stamp.’” He says, “Here’s one.” You take it in your hand. Printed on it is Philippians 4:19, “And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (NKJV). He says, “This one will work. Just take this to Heaven’s bank and ask for access to Jesus’ account. My signature on the stamp is all they will need.”

Whatever the need, be it healing, salvation, finances, or deliverance for yourself or another, God will supply everything you need, including the faith. Submit to the process of building faith. Trust the opinion your heavenly teacher has of you. Be a submissive, cooperative, enthusiastic learner, and soon you will do anything Jesus or any of the disciples did. The more cooperative you are, the quicker to achieve you will be.

Faith is a muscle. The more you actively exercise it, the more its strength will grow to take on weightier things. Keep exercising. Keep building up your faith.




Endnote

1. Bill Johnson, When Heaven Invades Earth (Shippensburg, PA: Treasure House, 2003), 46.






 
 
 CHAPTER 27
 Jesus, Image of God and Man

Having been with Jesus for some time, the disciples were curious to know and perhaps see the Heavenly Father whom Jesus so often talked about.

[Jesus said,] “If you really knew Me, you would know My Father as well. From now on, you do know Him and have seen Him.” Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” Jesus answered: “Don’t you know Me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:7-9).



In this passage, Jesus explained His role as one who exemplifies the character, nature, intent, and purpose of the heavenly Father to the disciples and to humankind in general.

If to “model” God was all Jesus intended to do, Jesus did not have to become man. He could have remained in His glorified and deified body and dwelt among us. However, this was not all God intended in sending Jesus to earth. The reason Jesus began in the womb as a baby and grew up in human form was to model the ideal man. Jesus was sent to show us the type of relationship with the Father we all could have and the type of person we all could become.

When looking back to the Genesis account of the first man, Adam, we have a brief glimpse of this marvelous relationship. Adam and Eve had daily fellowship with God. Therefore, they knew God in a direct way and in a fullness that no one since has experienced, except Jesus. They were endowed with the authority and wisdom to rule over all of creation. As long as they followed the Lord in full obedience, this relationship between man and God was to be perpetual. Adam’s and Eve’s failures to fully obey meant a loss in the ability to experience the full empowerment of God in their lives.

A look at Jesus’ life as a human shows full obedience to the Father and a resulting full empowerment. Jesus is called the last Adam (see 1 Corinthians 15:45-49). He showed us what Adam was supposed to look like and act like). The relationship with the Father that the second Adam had was the relationship with the Father that the first Adam should have and could have had. The supernatural power that flowed in Jesus’ life was the same power that was to flow in the life of Adam and Eve and all of their sons and daughters.

Several references in the Old and New Testaments refer to the Messiah, Jesus, as the Son of God. But He is also referred to as the Son of Man over 200 times. Jewish and Gentile Bible scholars knew that this phrase related to a man, but it did not relate to just any human. This phrase was a direct reference to the Anointed One of God who would be a descendant of King David. When Jesus came as both the Son of God and the Son of Man, the Jewish scholars of the day still could not comprehend such an individual. Though they had searched the Scriptures diligently, they still could not grasp the full concept of a Messiah who would model both the perfect God and the perfect man.

To understand the Messiah as Son of God and Son of Man was so beyond their carnal—first-Adam—mind-sets that these things could only be understood with the aid of the Holy Spirit. This is one of those instances where the carnal mind could not understand spiritual things. One would have to be born of the Spirit, as Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3:6-13.

This brings us to the role of the Holy Spirit in our lives as believers. John 14:16-17 says,

And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept Him, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. But you know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you.



Verse 26 continues,

But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you (John 14:26).



We must first be born of the Spirit. This means we must be enabled by the Spirit to believe and understand that Jesus is indeed the Messiah, the Son of God and Son of Man sent by God to be the Savior of the world. The Holy Spirit, in this context, is the one who restores the relationship between God and man.

Second, the Holy Spirit takes on the role of our chief counselor. The term counselor here refers to being more than someone who has a friendly ear to hear our troubles. As you can see from the context of the passage, it encompasses the broader role of mentor, guide, coach, trainer, manager, and teacher. The Holy Spirit becomes our educator in all truth and wisdom. He helps us understand the Scripture and all that Jesus said, but He also is called alongside us to help us live in obedience to all of the Lord’s commands. In this way we learn to think like Jesus and take on the mind of Christ.

The third role of the Holy Spirit is to empower the believer to operate in the supernatural gifts and so be fully equipped to take the Gospel to the world—both in word and in power. In this way we learn to do the works of Jesus. As we walk in the Spirit, we become less like the weak, deceived, and carnal first Adam, and more like the godly, wise, and powerful spiritual second Adam. In a nutshell, the Holy Spirit enlightens us, educates us, encourages us, and then empowers us to be fully transformed into the image of the perfect man, Jesus.

Philippians 2 says:

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted
Him to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:5-11).



To exemplify the perfect man, Jesus laid aside all heavenly authority and humbled Himself completely to the Father. He came to make of Himself no reputation, but to glorify the Father alone. He came with no will of His own, just a desire to do the will of the Father. Before coming, He pre-arranged to do and say only what He was instructed to do and say by the Father.

He taught us that the essence of humility is not shyness or bashfulness. Christ was never any of these. True humility is when a man agrees at every point with God and, as an obedient child, eagerly follows the guidance of the Lord at every opportunity. The humble and obedient person is the one who God will surely raise up and use to do mighty things.





 
 
 CHAPTER 28
 Groanings of the Spirit

When it comes to the ministry of a believer, he or she is to rely on the Holy Spirit for leading. We know to pray, but for what specifically do we pray? When speaking with someone, what exactly do we say that will bring the best results? That is where the leading of the Holy Spirit is essential. Sometimes the Holy Spirit gives very clear external signs or internal impressions.

There are times, however, when we do not know how to pray for a person or situation. We have no clear impression or feeling. We ask for discernment and don’t get an immediate answer or clear impression of God’s will. That is when we use the gift of speaking in tongues, whereby we let the Spirit do the praying for us. This is what Romans 8 is talking about when it says,

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit Himself intercedes for us with
groans that words cannot express.
And He who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will (Romans 8:26-27).



There is yet a third scenario where the Holy Spirit does not reveal the subject or the subject matter, but nevertheless produces a strong feeling in the Spirit-filled believer to pray in the Spirit. What I am talking about are those groanings or feelings we get inside our gut for which there is no explanation or reason. Some of these mystery feelings are from the Lord, and we need to sense what the Holy Spirit is doing. How does one know when a mystery feeling is from the Lord? Personally, I sense the presence of the person of the Holy Spirit associating in a strong way with the feeling.

I want to talk about five feelings that, when accompanied by an awareness of the presence of the Holy Spirit, we should respond to with Spirit-led intercession. These five are travail, dissatisfaction, agitation, anger, and grief. Notice that all of these are unpleasant feelings. However, if we will cooperate with the Spirit and enter into intercession, they will lead to pleasant results.

Travail is like birth pains. God wants to do something new and bring it forth in an individual, group, movement, country, or on the whole earth. It may be revival. God may be adding to your church a new dimension of ministry. The Lord may be leading you to start a new ministry work in a new part of town. Whatever it is, it must first be born in the spirit realm, and then the manifestation will come in the natural realm.

During one of the youth fellowship groups at our house in the summer of 2008, we formed a prayer circle and began to pray as we had done on any given Sunday night for the past two years. As one of the youth was praying, I felt a spirit of travail come upon me. Men do not have natural wombs, but they do have spiritual wombs. That night I felt like I had one and a baby was trying to be born. Under my breath, I began praying urgently in the Spirit. The youth who was praying must have felt it too, because his prayer suddenly took on a marked increase in intensity. I did not know fully what all was being birthed as I prayed, but starting that night and from that night on, the Holy Spirit began to be poured out upon our youth in those Sunday night meetings. A passionate fire came upon them.

The second feeling is one of dissatisfaction. This is a feeling of wanting more than one has at the present. It might also be described as holy hunger for God and for the things of God. God is always wanting to take us deeper into His glory, but oftentimes we find a resting place where His presence had once led us, and we set up camp. The mystery of this feeling is that you do not always know where God is leading next. You do not know what realm of glory He will take you to next. All you know is that you cannot stay where you are. You have to follow God. Instead of looking at your natural circumstances for the cause of your dissatisfaction, look at your circumstances as a sign that the Lord wants to do a deeper work in you.

The third mystery feeling is one of agitation. There have been times when I would feel agitation for no reason at all. No one had done or said anything upsetting. Yet, the Holy Spirit was letting me know that spiritual warfare was going on in the heavenlies. I would not know the nature of things, but because God wants to manifest His manifold wisdom through the Church to the principalities of the air (see Eph. 3:9-10), He would stir up my spirit to pray in the Spirit and do heavenly warfare. The point is, I may not know it, but I may be praying for a Christian missionary’s safety who is being held at gunpoint at that very moment. At other times, I feel God is watching satan try to set in place some strategy, and He uses my intercession to thwart the plan. In the natural, someone I am praying for in the Spirit may receive supernatural revelation of a plan against him and be able to take preemptive action. When Paul was under Roman guard, Paul’s young nephew came upon some Jews plotting uncle Paul’s murder. He was able to alert Paul and the captain of the Roman guard and the evil plan was foiled (see Acts 23:12-32).

The fourth mystery feeling is one of anger. I am referring to the type of anger that Jesus expressed at the works of the devil. He was angry with the moneychangers at the Temple because they had turned this holy place of prayer into a thief’s marketplace. His anger manifested again at Lazarus’ tomb when the Scripture says, “…He groaned in the Spirit…” (John 11:33 NKJV). As I wrote previously, the Greek phrase used here might well be translated, “He snorted like an angry horse.” The great healing evangelist, Smith Wigglesworth, said, “Not much will happen until we get angry.”1

When this feeling comes on me, I interpret it to mean that God has had enough about something and is tearing down a stronghold of the devil. He is tearing it down even as I am interceding in the Spirit. It may be sickness, bondage, or addiction, or the Lord may be bringing down a spiritual principality over a region.

The fifth mystery feeling is that of grief. This is a feeling of heaviness or mourning, as if something is lost, has died, or is dying. When I have felt this feeling for no apparent reason, I have come to know that God is grieving over a person or a group of people. Jesus wept over Jerusalem missing the visitation of their Messiah; Jesus grieved because His warnings of mercy had been ignored and God’s righteous judgment could no longer be averted. At other times when this feeling comes upon me, I sense that God is having me intercede for a person who is lost or in trouble.

In each of these circumstances, the Spirit is letting us experience the groanings emanating out of the very heart of God. When we follow these promptings of the Spirit and intercede accordingly, God allows us to participate in birthing things of a godly nature and destroying things of an evil nature. These feelings may last for days, weeks, or until the mission is revealed and completed. At other times the feeling lasts until the intercession session is over.

No, you are not going crazy, man or woman of God. You are being used greatly of God to bind and loose things in Heaven and in earth.




Endnote

1. Smith Wigglesworth, Smith Wigglesworth Devotional (New Kensington, PA: Whitaker House, 1999), 126.






 
 
 CHAPTER 29
 The Ministry Time

I cannot stress enough to those who conduct ministry services of any type how important a time of ministry is at the end of each meeting. This is true if one is holding an evangelistic crusade, a regular Sunday or Wednesday night service, a youth meeting, a chapel service, a home Bible study, or a prayer meeting. Though I say this now, I probably would have disagreed with this statement just a year ago from the time of this writing. Much has changed, and I might add for the better.

As I stated in an earlier chapter, I have resolved to never preach or share the Gospel again without a demonstration of God’s power. In First Corinthians 2:4-5 the apostle Paul said,

My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s
power, so that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power.



What Paul wrote of, I have found to be true in experience. That is, God is in total agreement with this model of preaching and then demonstrating the power of God. This is where the ministry time at the end of a meeting comes in.

As I preach the word that God has placed on my heart for the meeting, I am very sensitive at this point to listen to the Holy Spirit for direction for ministry after the sermon has been preached. He usually begins to speak to me about what He wants to do first.

I usually have the musicians and singers return to worship. We worship for a while and then those in need of healing are called up to be ministered to first, along with those needing salvation. As the Spirit leads, other needs are addressed. As I have moved more and more into the prophetic gift, more insight is given to me for those I am praying for.

Anointing oil is used, and as much time as needed is spent by me or by others to see that each person connects with the Lord’s presence and provision. I encourage them to stay at the altars until they feel a resolve. It could be an instant healing, or it could be the overwhelming peace of God that floods into their soul. It could be a gift of faith that God deposits in them to let them know He will take care of their circumstance. When they leave the altar area, they know they have been in the presence of the Lord. They also know that they have been in the presence of people who really care about them because people have stayed with them and helped them to “pray through,” as the oldtime Pentecostals used to say.

One Wednesday night in April 2009, I preached a sermon in which I said we have to get angry at the devil and his works enough for us to rise up and do something about it. As James 4:7 says, “.…Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” Christie, one of our new members of about three months, had come that night on crutches. She had been kicked in the knee by one of her 11-year-old childcare students, and according to an MRI, she suffered from torn ligaments and a cracked kneecap. The doctor said she would definitely need surgery. Since she and her family had begun attending our church, Christie had come up several times during our ministry periods for personal needs for herself and family. That night, however, the pain was so intense that she left early to go home. On the way home, she got angry over her condition and fighting faith rose up in her to pray for her own healing. She had been in our ministry times and heard so many give testimonies of recent healings, that Christie had developed potent faith.

The next day, still in pain, she returned to the doctor to have a second MRI and to schedule her for surgery. After the MRI, she was waiting for the doctor in his office. The doctor was handed the new MRI before coming into Christie’s room. When he looked at it, he left to call in two other doctors to review the MRI. Christie thought, “Oh, no, they’ve found something really bad.” However, when the doctor returned to Christie’s room, he said that her ligaments had already completely healed within three days and that he had never seen a miracle like this before. Christie asked if the picture was of her other leg or someone else’s leg. He said, “No, your social security number is on the MRI and it is of the injured leg.” Christie then began to explain to the doctor about how she had gotten angry at the devil and the injury and asked the Lord to heal her. As she was talking about the Lord, the doctor said, “I’ve got goose bumps all over my arms. I’ve never seen this before. This is a miracle. Oh, and Christie, you will not need surgery. Your pain is coming from your knee cap and it will stop as it heals.” That was Thursday. On the following Sunday, Christie was back in church walking without crutches. She gave the most awesome testimony of her miracle to all of us. It gave us all joy, and we all celebrated and glorified God for His great love and power.

The Word must be preached in our services and meetings. We all understand and practice that. But, there must also be a time for God’s power to be demonstrated. After a sermon has been preached is when faith for miracles is the strongest. Even on the night when Christie had to leave early, she entered into her own ministry time. She came into the presence of God and stood in faith on the Word she had just heard. She took action and exercised fighting faith against her injury, and the result was a medically documented healing. Incidentally, Christie’s doctor wants to publish her healing in a couple of medical journals. To God, the Great Physician, be all the glory!

Worship is as vital as prayer during the ministry time. The prophet Elisha asked for a musician to play the harp before he began to prophesy (see 2 Kings 3:14-19). God chooses to manifest His presence during these times in such profound ways that, at times, we have all taken our shoes off and bowed under the heavy, weighty glory we have felt.

Preachers are missing the best part of a service if they close after preaching the sermon or after a salvation altar call. Before starting our church in Oklahoma City and becoming its senior pastor, I was part of many churches that did not have ministry times as I have just described. All the while, I could never forget the extended ministry times in my childhood church, during revivals, during youth camps, and on mission trips. Every major direction God had given to me in my life had come during one of those past ministry times. There is something about the time after the Word is preached, when faith is mixed with the preaching and worship fills the air, that the presence and power of God manifests. The great healing evangelists of the past and the modern evangelists all have used the ministry time for great miracles.

I remember the Wednesday night when I announced that I felt that God was calling us into the healing ministry. I said, “We all want the move of God. We all want to see the gifts of the Spirit in operation. We all want the fire and passion of God to consume our lives. So, let’s go for it. Let’s pursue God with everything, and let’s seek to really love and care for people the way Jesus did. Let’s take serious praying for the sick and seeing them healed. Starting tonight. If we pray and no one gets healed, we’ll call everybody up next time and pray again until they do.” That night was the first powerful ministry time we had as a church. That night three people were miraculously healed, and that was only the beginning.

Why go for miracles? One miracle can whet everyone’s appetite to do the supernatural works of God. When passion for the presence and power of God come, there will be changes in the people of your congregation. They will want to live holier lives and to evangelize. Passion will be produced in them that a thousand eloquent sermons could not produce. I know; I’ve seen it happen.

If you were in one of our services, you might think you were in a Reinhard Bonnke service or a Benny Hinn crusade. I’m no Benny or Reinhard, but just the same, the power of God falls in a mighty way. That’s the beauty of it. God will use any one. Miracles happen in our services. People are saved and filled with the Holy Spirit. The passion is stirred in people to take the saving, healing, delivering message to the world in which they live.

Why couldn’t every church be like a great salvation and healing crusade? What would it be like if every church began to outgrow their buildings and had to rent stadiums, arenas, and event centers? This would be very much in line with end-time prophecies of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on all flesh (see Joel 2:28). Why is it that, out of so many churches and so many gifted and talented ministers, there are only a few who become great soul-winners and healing evangelists? Why do only a few go on to hold crusades where thousands and even hundreds of thousands are saved, healed, and set free? Why are so many pastors frustrated over their church’s progress? Could it be that we inhibit the revival we seek because we lack a true time of ministry where we call upon God to move in His presence and power? Do we preach the Word, but deny God the opportunity to display His power?

Prophetically speaking, from the ranks of today’s current pastors, I see thousands of Reinhard Bonnkes being raised up to declare the Gospel of God and to display the awesome power of His majesty. I see thousands of churches brimming with on-fire evangelists who take the Gospel throughout their communities and who go with healing in their wings.

How will it happen? When pastors fervently seek God at home and when they take time for altar ministry after the preaching is complete. When you first implement a ministry time at the end of the service, it will feel awkward. However, if you make the call for people to be healed and press through confidently, God will begin to move. The atmosphere will become charged with the presence of God. As the pastor, be open and sensitive to anything the Holy Spirit may say to direct you. Be patient and do not hurry the Holy Spirit. Take time to worship until the Holy Spirit gives you a direction.

Remember pastors, for our meetings to be like Jesus’ meetings, we must do them His way. Jesus never had a short meeting. After He preached or taught, He always took time for one-on-one healing and deliverance ministry. His meetings and ministry times would last for hours. Don’t worry about those who need to leave. You and your sick people need the presence and power of God.





 
 
 CHAPTER 30
 The Anointing

The anointing figures prominently in the Old and New Testaments. Prophets, priests, and kings were anointed before serving in their respective roles in the Old Testament. Jesus was anointed for His ministry in the New Testament. God called the nation of Israel “My anointed ones” in Psalm 105:15. There is also an anointing for each and every minister and every believer. First John 2:20 says, “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth.” First John 2:27 continues,

As for you, the anointing you received from Him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as His anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has taught you, remain in Him.



The name Christ in Greek means “the Anointed” with a capital “A.” The name Christian means “the anointed one” with a small “a,” denoting one of the same anointing as the Anointed One. Think of people calling Jesus with the name, “Jesus the Anointed,” and then imagine hearing people referring to you and me as “the anointed ones.”

For anyone who wants to have signs and wonders follow the preaching or sharing of the Gospel, the anointing of the Spirit must be present. You can operate under the anointing without fully understanding it. However, I have found that the more I understand about the anointing and how God has designed it to work, the more I can operate under it and in conjunction with it. Let me say from experience, the result of ministry that is done under the anointing of the Holy Spirit is exponentially greater and more effective than ministry done without it.

On the Sunday that I preached the contents of this chapter on the anointing, one of our ladies brought her unsaved husband to our church. As I prepared for the service, my heart’s prayer was to not only minister on the anointing, but to be led of the Spirit to demonstrate the anointing. That day I began to preach from my prepared outline. Several times, during the sermon, I felt the Lord’s leading to say things I had not prepared to say. I sensed that there was a prophetic nature to them. I finished and moved into the ministry time. The first thing that I felt the Lord say to do was give an altar call for salvation. I did so under the anointing. I felt the Lord say, “Wait to call them to the front until you call others up who want an impartation of the anointing or prayer for healing.”

I called for all three groups to come up at one time. Those wanting salvation were to stand on my left, those wanting an anointing were to stand in the center, and those wanting healing were to stand on the right. The lady with the unsaved husband turned to her spouse and said something to him and then came and stood in the middle. He did not come right at first. As others came and began to fill the altar area, he walked up and stood to my left. I immediately went over to him. He said that he wanted to give his heart to the Lord. We prayed and he received Christ into his life.

I went on to pray one by one for the other people in the line. I came back to where the man was. He had been crying. I took anointing oil on my fingers and anointed his head. I kept my hand on his forehead for about a minute. I could tell the power of the Lord was flowing through me and into him. He suddenly began to sway and then fell to the ground.

I looked at his wife and asked, “Does your husband know what is happening to him? Has he ever seen or experienced this before?”

“No, never.”

He stayed on the floor for some time and then got up. At the close of the ministry time, I asked him to come up and share what had happened. With tears, he told the audience that he felt the strong presence of the Lord upon him and that he had given his life to the Lord. Later, his wife told me that her husband had been to many churches in his life, but was never stirred this strongly to give his life to the Lord.

What was the difference? The power of the anointing. The anointing is so powerful; even people hardened to the Gospel melt and cry like babies. Truly, the Word was preached and the power of the Lord came in a way that was irresistible to the man who was saved.

I want to share with you what I have learned about the anointing. This will help the worship leader in his or her worship to reach new levels of intensity. This will help the Sunday school teacher, the pastor, and the evangelist. This will also help the everyday follower of Christ share the Gospel convincingly, lead many, many more to the Lord, and bring the healing and delivering power of God to others.

If we want to understand the role and power of the anointing, a look at the life and ministry of Jesus will provide much insight. Matthew 3:11-17 tells the story of Jesus’ anointing for ministry. When was Jesus anointed? When Heaven opened and the Spirit of God, like a dove, descended upon Him. The Father’s voice spoke from Heaven saying, “This is My son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.” Luke 4 picks up the story: “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Holy Spirit in the desert, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil.” (Luke 4:1-2). After this period in the desert, verse 14 says that, “Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit.” According to verses 16-19, while at the synagogue in His own hometown of Nazareth, Jesus took the scroll of Isaiah and read from it:

The Spirit of the Lord is on Me, because He has
anointed
Me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor (Luke 4:16-19).



In Acts 10, Peter referenced the anointing of Jesus in this way:

You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached—how God
anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how He went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with Him (Acts 10:37-38).



At the point just after Jesus was baptized by John, God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and power. From this moment of anointing, Jesus was full of the Spirit, was led by the Spirit, and returned in the power of the Spirit. At Nazareth, He pronounced that the messianic prophecy of Isaiah 61 was now fulfilled. He said, “Today, this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21). From then on, Jesus began His ministry of preaching the Gospel to the poor, healing the sick, and setting free those who were in bondage to the devil.

From His childhood until the time He was 30 years old, “Jesus grew in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and men” (Luke 2:52). At age 12, He made quite an impression with His understanding of the Word of God with the teachers of the law at the Temple in Jerusalem (see Luke 2:46-47). Once He was anointed, however, His purpose and calling began to kick into high gear. Until this time, Scripture does not record Him doing any miracles. He had not preached. But, once the anointing came, He preached the Gospel with great signs and wonders following.

Why did the Father have Jesus wait until age 30? Might Jesus’ time on earth have been better spent if He had begun His ministry earlier? How about at age 12 or 13 at His bar mitzvah? Perhaps Jesus, as God’s High Priest after the order of Melchizedek (see Hebrews 7), was to wait until He was 30, as the Levitical priests did. This is what most scholars believe. The important thing to recognize is Jesus’ willingness to wait for the anointing before He began to minister. Before the anointing it could be said of Jesus that He had impeccable integrity and a thorough knowledge of the Word of God. For, many, this would seem enough to launch out in ministry. Jesus, however, waited for the anointing. He knew how precious and vital the anointing was to ministry and waited for it. Before the anointing Jesus did nothing extraordinary. After the anointing, Jesus did nothing ordinary.

If we sought for, waited for, and relied on the anointing, our ministry would be just as powerful. How powerful is the anointing? I have seen one word from God, ministered under the anointing, set a person free from an addiction that 15 years of counseling could not break. As Isaiah 10:27 (NKJV) says, the anointing breaks the yoke. The anointing breaks every yoke of bondage. The anointing deals with the roots of the bondage on every level—spiritual, mental, emotional, and physical.

There are four things that the anointing did in Jesus’ life, and the same four things will occur in our lives if we will follow Jesus’ example and operate under the anointing. The same Holy Spirit will anoint us, and the same kind of power will flow out of our lives and through our ministry.

The first thing the anointing does is activate God’s calling and purpose in our lives. Jesus’ calling actually existed before the foundations of the world were laid. Isaiah knew of the Messiah’s calling several hundred years before Jesus came and spoke of it in Isaiah 61:1-2. Jesus waited 30 years on His calling. When the time was right, God anointed Jesus and activated the calling.

The second thing the anointing does is give us spiritual authority to fulfill God’s purpose and calling in our lives. There are two words for power in the Greek: exusia and dunamis. Exusia is authoritative power. When a policeman passes his training, he is then commissioned and receives authority (exusia) to uphold and enforce the law. He receives legal power to apprehend and arrest violators of the law. But what if the policeman was given the authoritative power to arrest and apprehend criminals, but was not given a fast police car or a gun to enforce his authority?

This brings us to the third thing the anointing does. It gives us dunamis power. This is real spiritual power, given by the Spirit of God, which enables the believer to fulfill the purpose and calling of our lives. Like the police officer has weapons, the gifts of the Spirit become our weapons to defeat and destroy the works of the devil. Words of knowledge and wisdom destroy the devil’s deceptions and lies. Healing destroys his sickness. The ability to cast out demons sets people free from the devil’s bondage. Miracles destroy the devil’s strongholds and shatter the devil’s ability to keep people in unbelief.

The fourth thing the anointing does is consecrate and make holy the vessel being used. To consecrate or make holy a thing or person is to set it aside for holy use. Kings were anointed to rule in the justice and laws of God. Priests were anointed to administer the compassion, mercy, and forgiveness of God. Prophets were anointed to proclaim the will, words, and warnings of God.

The calling comes first, then the anointing comes to activate, to empower (exusia and dunamis), and to consecrate the person to fulfill the calling. Moses’ calling was announced before his birth. Moses had to wait until he was 80 years old before his calling was fulfilled. The burning bush experience was his anointing. Moses had tried 40 years earlier, by his own strength and understanding, to deliver Israel and failed. He had to wait for the appointed time. God then anointed him, consecrated him, activated him, and gave him the legal authority and miraculous power to deliver the Israelites from Egyptian bondage.

The anointing is the Holy Spirit’s domain. From the anointing, the Spirit-filled believer derives true discernment, for it gives access to the depths of God’s wisdom and knowledge. In it is unshakable conviction of belief, for it reveals and confirms God’s truth down in the core of the believer’s heart. In it is amazing inspiration, ingenuity, and innovation, for it enables the believer to tap into God’s unlimited creativity. In it is full empowerment, for it makes available the full array of God’s spiritual toolbox and weapons cache to build the Kingdom of God and destroy the kingdom of the devil.

The anointing creates a heightened sensitivity in the believer to the mind and heart of God. It helps the believer know what God wants done, how He wants it done, why He wants it done, and why He wants it done a certain way.

In church services, crusades, evangelistic endeavors, or day-today divine appointments the sensitivity and empowerment that the anointing of the Holy Spirit gives can make all the difference between success and failure in achieving salvations, healing for the sick, and deliverance for the oppressed. It makes the difference between fishing all night and catching nothing versus casting your net in an anointed moment when God gives the command and pulling up a net so full of fish that the net begins to break.

When it comes to ministry, ministry with anointing gets results. Anointed worship stirs, inspires, and penetrates the soul. Anointed preaching breaks up fallow ground in people’s hearts. It is more than eloquence. With it comes the very presence and force of God. Anointed preaching causes people to run to God. Under the anointing, the Holy Spirit makes alive the Word of the Lord and confirms it to the hearts of men through inner witness and outer confirmations. Ministry with anointing leads Christians into the deep things of God and creates depth in their relationship with God.

How much ministry goes on without significant results because it is flat and devoid of the anointing? Preaching without the anointing can actually harden the heart’s ground and turn people away from God. Ministry without anointing creates Christians who run around in the shallow pools of religion.

The anointing is best characterized as having the personality of the Holy Spirit moving in and through you. Where the Holy Spirit is allowed unrestricted access to flow in you and through you, the anointing is strong. You will find yourself saying things you never could have thought of on your own. These won’t be just any words, but choice words. You will speak with such passion and conviction that people’s emotions will be greatly stirred, and they will be moved to decisive action. The anointing inspires great belief. Conversely, the religious hypocrites will be stirred too. They will rage in fury, as in the martyrdom of Stephen in Acts 10. The anointing produces great provocation to those who are a willing party to the spirit of the antichrist.

Unlike demons, who are evil spirits that seek to possess and dominate humans, the Holy Spirit works in total partnership with the believer. If the Spirit is grieved, quenched, or resisted, in most circumstances, He will not override the believer. Jesus allowed the Holy Spirit to move and minister through Him at all times. It is the Holy Spirit who knows the mind and will of God, the Father. Jesus did nothing apart from the leading of the Holy Spirit. This is our model to follow. All of those involved in any form of ministry need to develop a total dependency upon the Holy Spirit’s anointing and leadership.

Where the Holy Spirit is grieved or quenched, the anointing is weak. When the Holy Spirit is resisted, the anointing is nonexistent. Grieving the Holy Spirit is doing something the Holy Spirit does not want you to do. This could be secret sin, or it could be getting so caught up in selfish desires so that your fleshly will overrides the Spirit’s. Quenching the Holy Spirit could be defined as not doing something the Holy Spirit wants done. Quenching the Holy Spirit is not heeding His voice and not heeding His leading. For example, the Holy Spirit starts to move in a certain way in a church service. There is a solemn atmosphere. Weeping by several of the saints is occurring. The Holy Spirit tells the worship leader or the pastor, “Call people up for prayer right now. The Father wants to lift heavy burdens.” Instead, the move of the Spirit is abruptly cut off because the pastor wants to take the offering and preach part five of the current sermon series so that the series can be published and sold by next Sunday.

In our services, the Holy Spirit wants to minister to the needs of the Body of Christ, but somehow, the church service has been reduced to singing a few songs, hearing a sermon, taking an offering, and dismissing. Jesus’ own meetings never went this way. Jesus took time to minister to the people. As I have said before, His meetings were not short. They were long, but certainly not boring. As in Jesus’ meetings, when the power of the Holy Spirit anointing comes, miracles break out, and people are changed in the presence of God.

Grieving the Holy Spirit and quenching the Holy Spirit relate not only to what goes on in a church service, but perhaps even more importantly, to what goes on in the believer’s everyday life. How many divine appointments to pray for people and share the Gospel go unheeded because we are not attuned to the Holy Spirit? The anointing is for the believer to take everywhere he goes. The believer whose heart is truly set on the Lord will cherish and cultivate the anointing. As he matures as a saint, he will get to the place where he will not want to live a moment without it.

It is one thing to be led by the Spirit in a worship service. It’s another to minister under the anointing to a complete stranger. Once, while doing some sidewalk counseling outside an abortion clinic, the Holy Spirit led a fellow pastor and me to minister to a man who had just taken his wife in the clinic to have an abortion. We began to talk to the man and the anointing of the Holy Spirit came upon us. The words the Spirit gave us touched the man. The atmosphere became filled with the presence of God.

The man was so moved with conviction, he had a change of heart. The Holy Spirit, who guides in all truth, revealed to the man’s heart that the object inside his wife’s womb was more than a blob of tissue. It was his child. Even more so, it was a child of God. The man said, “Excuse me, I’ve got to go get my wife and child.” He bolted inside the clinic. In a few minutes, he emerged carrying his sedated wife in his arms. The child was saved and given life. Only the Holy Spirit anointing could change a heart like that.

To operate under the anointing, one really has to learn how to multitask. That is, he or she needs to be able to carry on with the duties of the day and still remain attuned to the presence of God and the leadership of the Holy Spirit. Christians, too often, do not learn how to do this. They get so caught up with doing the housework or working on the job that fellowship with the Holy Spirit ceases. First Thessalonians says, “Pray without ceasing.” The only way this can be done is to multitask. Do your work, but stay in worship to God. Eat your lunch, but stay open to the Spirit’s leading to minister to the person at the table next to you who came in on a crutch. Be full of the Spirit and ready to pray for a miracle of healing for that person. Learn to multitask on a regular basis, and you will find anointed moments every day where God’s beauty, grace, and awesome power flow through you to bring life, hope, and healing to others.

How do you receive the anointing? As Jesus did. It comes with the infilling or baptism of the Holy Spirit. Fortunately, we are on the other side historically of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Now, the baptism of the Holy Spirit is available to all believers the moment they learn and are willing to receive it. The anointing will come with the infilling. As God places a specific lifetime calling on you or asks you to complete a short-term mission, He will also give an anointing to you when it is time to begin the work. You will be consecrated, activated, and empowered with spiritual authority (exusia) and working supernatural power (dunamis) to complete the calling and mission.

Your role and my role is to ask for the anointing and to stay in tune with the leadership of the Holy Spirit. God called King Saul to defeat the enemies of Israel and establish the Kingdom of Israel. As long as Saul stayed sensitive to the anointing, he accomplished miraculous victories. When Saul began to operate as he saw fit and did not wait for the Spirit’s anointing, Saul lost the anointing, lost the battle, and lost his life. His error was responsible for the deaths of his sons as well. What a tragedy to grieve God’s Spirit so badly through rebellion as to lose the anointing. Many great men and women used of God in the healing ministry of the 1900s did mighty miracles under the anointing. Many, however, so grieved the Spirit of God that the anointing was withdrawn from them and some met very tragic deaths.

God forbid that we either neglect to minister in the anointing or shun it once we have operated in it. So I encourage you to pursue the anointing and caution you to respect it. The anointing is holy and sacred to the Lord. You will be all right as long as you stay humble and reverent.





 
 
 CHAPTER 31
 Good and Dangerous

In all other things, the Bible compels us to follow in Jesus’ footsteps wholeheartedly. This includes walking in His love, His holiness, and in the full empowerment of the Holy Spirit in which He operated. First John 2:6 says, “Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did.”

In Chapter 10 of the book When Heaven Invades Earth, Bill Johnson makes the case that many believers have the goal to be well-respected members of society. But, this is not enough because even non-believers can do that. He writes, “Good character must be at the heart of our ministry, but it is the Holy Spirit’s anointing that revolutionizes the world.”1 I want to elaborate on what Bill is saying.

After salvation, if all a person becomes is good in his or her character, the devil perceives that person as no real threat to his kingdom. It is only when the believer transitions into an empowered evangelist of the Gospel that the devil considers him or her dangerous. Good character impresses, but power convinces. Jesus was emphatic when He told His disciples to tarry at Jerusalem after He ascended into Heaven. In Acts 1:8 He told them, “You will receive power…and [then] you will be my witnesses…” (Acts 1:8). Notice He did not say, “After you receive a gold star for good behavior, you will be my witnesses.” He said, “power.” As I have said in the chapter on the anointing, Jesus waited upon the anointing of the Holy Spirit and the power that came with it before He began His earthly ministry.

To not follow Christ into the experience of Holy Spirit empowerment is to obey Him only to a point. This attitude says, “I will trust Christ in those things that I can figure out a way to do in the natural, but do not ask me to trust God beyond that. I do not know how God does the supernatural, so don’t ask me to believe beyond what I cannot understand.” This reduces Christianity to a religion of the flesh and not of the Spirit, of the natural and not of the supernatural.

It is not enough for a Christian to be good. To only be good is not far from being good for nothing. The Christian must not only be good, but dangerous to the kingdom of the devil. He must be good as a good soldier is good. He must be trained, then empowered with weapons of warfare, and finally sent in to win the battle.




Power to Win the World

Since the seventh century, Muslims have overrun 40 different nations with sword and spear, murder and mayhem, and now bullets and bombs. Not one country has been won to Islam on the merits of the teaching of the Koran itself. It has always been by force.

Christianity, by contrast, spread like wildfire, not by sword, but by word and supernatural miracles from country to country during the first three and a half centuries. First century Christians, like Peter and Paul, preached the Gospel with signs and wonders following, and entire people groups received with joy the good news of the Gospel. The Word of God they preached opened the door for supernatural miracles to follow, and the miracles confirmed the Word of God. They did not need swords to convince their pagan listeners to follow after Christ. Their weapons were greater, more convincing, and of a spiritual nature.

A change occurred in the fourth century that affected Christianity in a way that is still felt today. The Roman Emperor, Constantine, legalized Christianity, and this opened the door for Christianity to grow throughout the whole of the Roman Empire. This was a good thing, except that with legalization, many new restrictions came upon the Church from the imperial state of Rome.

The celebrations of the Jewish holidays were stopped; the exuberant worship of the Jewish Christian believers was toned down. House church meetings were banned, and even church structures and services were modeled after the decor and protocol of the Roman imperial court. Platforms became elevated. Thrones for the priests to sit in and high platforms for the priests to preach in adorned these basilicas. Programs and pomp replaced the dynamic prompting of the Holy Spirit. It was during this time that the spiritual gifts began to be suppressed in the Church. Christianity continued to spread throughout the world, but not in its full strength as it did in the first three centuries.

So while Christianity has become the dominant religion in the world, a large majority of Christians, mostly in Europe and North America, have never operated in the gifts of the Spirit. Today, despite the greatness of its 2.1 billion members, it still has not been able to reach and win the other 4.67 billion people of the world. Much of the Church has tried to be Christ’s witnesses to the world, but has attempted to do so without the power. Close behind, with 1.5 billion members, is Islam, spreading primarily through violence. Even the seat of Constantine’s empire, Constantinople, is the capital of a Muslim country. Territories gained through the power of the Holy Spirit were lost when the Church lost its exercise of power through the spiritual gifts.

When the leaders of today’s denominations and churches get back to the original success strategy of the disciples, the rest of the world will be evangelized and billions more will be won into the Kingdom of God. Jesus gave this success strategy in Acts 1:8: “You will receive power.” This is the infilling of the Holy Spirit with the accompanying gifts of the Spirit. Without this power exerted by the Christian against the works of the devil, the devil’s strongholds in people remain intact. Those he has inflicted with sickness remain sick; those he has tormented remain tormented. Those who have been deceived, remain unconvinced of the truth, and those in bondage to addictions, remain in bondage. Those held captive to false religions remain captive.

The Church must embrace the miraculous again. Miracles were present when Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt. Miracles were present when the Israelites took the Promised Land. Miracles were present at Jesus’ birth, throughout His life, and at His resurrection. Miracles were present at the beginning of the Church on the Day of Pentecost. Miracles were present in the Church throughout the first several centuries. Miracles will be present and must be for the Church to fulfill the Great Commission in this century.

The power of the Holy Spirit is part and parcel of the prophetic mandate of the Church to take the Gospel to the ends of the earth. In these days the Church must be more than good; the Church must be dangerous to the devil.




Endnote

1. Bill Johnson, When Heaven Invades Earth (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image, 2004).






 
 
 CHAPTER 32
 Distant Thunder of a Coming Revival

The first Saturday in May 2009, I awoke in the predawn hours to the sound of long rumbling thunder. I immediately felt the presence of the Lord. So I lay still, just listening. Rain began to patter on the roof. A flicker of light revealed trickling beads of rain coursing down the windowpane. Soon, off in the distance, thunder rumbled again and I heard an inner voice speak: “That is the distant thunder of a coming revival.” Whether the voice of an angel or the Lord Himself, I could not tell, but I knew beyond any doubt that the Father had originated this word.

The past year had been an awesome revival at our church. The fire was lit for us in May 2008 from watching the Lakeland Outpouring. As our first year closed in May 2009, we had seen 104 miracle healings (two per week), and multiple financial miracles. We experienced signs and wonders. At least four tornadoes in May 2009 were miraculously stopped through prayer. Several people had given their hearts to the Lord. Many had been filled with the Holy Spirit, and the gifts of the Spirit had begun to flourish, not just in the ministers, but in many throughout the congregation. The anointing in our services had grown in intensity. I am not stretching it to say that we experience in our regular weekly services what you would expect in a great healing crusade or on the last night of a youth camp or conference.

Still, I know that this is only a precursor to the power and the glory that God wants to bring. In May 2009, testimonies of miracle healings in one week at our church rose to six. A greater move of the Holy Spirit is indeed on its way. I hear the thunder in the distance. I see rain after rain coming upon God’s people, upon God’s churches, upon God’s evangelists, and upon the nations of the earth.

I see believers, like sickly flowers and corn stalks that have been barren and dry, suddenly begin to raise their heads to Heaven. I see them gain new strength and growth as they drink in the rain. In May 2009, Oklahoma City experienced almost three weeks of daily rain. The Lord is telling me, “This is how I will visit with My glory. This is how I will pour out My anointing, in rain after rain after rain.”

I see high school and college football stadiums filled with people and local pastors and worshipers conducting great evangelistic services with supernatural moves of God that include healings and deliverances. I see churches going to every poor neighborhood in their city with meeting tents, food, and moon-bounce-type inflatables for the kids. I see worship and preaching in the tents and souls being saved. Poor people who could not afford medical care will be healed on the spot. I see churches arranging with bus lines to have people bussed in to these meeting from all over the city.

I see churches raising up a new generation of young leaders fully equipped with the gifts of the Spirit. I see them taking the Gospel to the ends of the earth. I see these young ministers not going into the ministry for fame or fortune, but out of a sheer hunger and humility to win the lost, heal the sick, and set free those held prisoner by the devil. As Isaiah 53:10 says, the will of the Lord will prosper in their hands, as it did in Jesus’ hands. These ministers will not hoard wealth gained from their ministries as this generation has, but like the early disciples and Paul the apostle, they will be so concerned with reaching the lost that they will spend every last cent to reach them.

Somehow we have been led to believe that God alone decides when to send revival and that we can do nothing about it. It will happen when He wants it to happen. I will tell you now that God wants to send revival more than the saints have wanted to seek for it. That is the fundamental reason why we do not see more of the manifestations of what we call true revival—where God’s purity and power are restored to the Church. God is ready to pour out revival to those who are willing to pay the price, but few are willing. Sometimes, revival comes and we have it for a while, but we lose it. Why?

While the North American Church and the European Church are largely dry right now, tens of thousands are being saved, healed, and delivered in Benny Hinn and Reinhard Bonnke crusades in Africa, South America, and Central America. The glory and power of the Lord are in their meetings in great measure. Cuba is having the greatest revival in its history. Mozambique, with Heidi and Rowland Baker leading the charge, is having a historic revival.

Every qualifier we attribute to revival is present in these places and in these ministries. Is the God of Benny Hinn and Reinhard Bonnke any different from the God you and I serve? Is their Holy Spirit bigger than our Holy Spirit? If God is not different, then what is the difference? Does God love Africa, Brazil, Uganda, Cuba, or Mozambique more that America? Are their people any more special or deserving of God’s grace and power than Ireland? Is God a respecter of persons? If they are no different, then what is the difference?

I went online to study revival. I found that all of the Scriptures listed for revival are all about repentance, such as Revelation2, which says,

Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent (Revelation 2:5 KJV).



From there I began to research the lives of those who had historically experienced revival and were able to sustain revival.

Perhaps we cannot receive revival or sustain revival because we have put everything else, including our doings and our doctrines, before the presence of God. We need to look back at the lives of those whose ministries sustained perpetual revival for some clues. There are many great men whose ministries were marked by perpetual revival. Among them are John G. Lake, C.T. Studd, and Richard Baxter.

John Graham Lake was responsible for raising over 1,000,000 converts, 625 churches, and 1,250 preachers in five years of ministry in South Africa. He then came to Spokane, Washington, and started the “healing rooms.” Over 100,000 miracle healings were documented between 1913 and 1935. Lake had attended the Azusa Street Revival. He had served as an elder in John Alexander Dowie’s Mount Zion, Illinois, healing ministry. Though he did not join, he was invited and was present in Hot Springs, Arkansas, at the formation of the Assemblies of God, the largest Pentecostal denomination in the world. Having founded two newspapers before his conversion, Lake was a prolific writer and documented much of what God did in his life and ministry and in the great ministries of his day. A story and a sermon tell much about how Lake perpetuated revival.

Lake and his churches had one hundred and twenty-five men out of on the field at one time. They were a very young institution, not well known in the world. One day, certain men in England and America began rumors about Lake. Finances got so low under the awful attack, as people withdrew their support, that they soon could not even mail $10 a month to the workers. Then it got so bad he could not even send them $2. Lake did not want to take the responsibility of having men and their families on the frontier under such conditions.


Staff at headquarters sold their clothes, jewelry, pieces of furniture, and in one case their house to bring those one hundred and twenty-five workers off the field for a conference. One night in the progress of the conference, Lake was invited by a committee to leave the room for a minute or two. The conference wanted to have a word by themselves. He stepped out to a restaurant for a cup of coffee and returned soon after.


When John came back in, he found the chairs arranged in an oval, with a little table at the end, and on the table was the bread and wine. Old Father Van der Wall, speaking for the company, said, “Brother Lake, during your absence, we have come to a conclusion; we have made our decision. We want you to serve the Lord’s Supper. We are going back to our fields. We are going back if we have to walk back. We are going back if we have to starve. We are going back if our wives die. We are going back if our children die. We are going back if we die ourselves. We have but one request. If we die, we want you to come and bury us.” The next year he buried twelve men, sixteen wives and children. Lake sadly recounted, “There was not one of them, if they had had a few of the things a white man needs to eat, but what they might have lived…. That is the kind of consecration that established Pentecost in South Africa….”1



Here is an excerpt from one of Dr. Lake’s sermons that depicts how Lake sustained revival when others would receive it and lose it:

There have been so many controversies over the various gifts of the Spirit as they appeared one after another. Twenty-five or thirty years ago when we began in the ministry of healing [this was preached in 1921], we had to fight to keep from being submerged by our opposing brethren in Jesus Christ, who thought you were insane because you suggested that the Lord Jesus Christ could still heal. In the state of Michigan, I had to go into the courts to keep some of my friends out of the insane asylum, because they believed God could heal without taking pills or some other material stuff.


It was because they did not understand the eternal and invisible nature of God. They had no idea God could be ministered through a man’s hands and soul, fill a sick man’s body, take possession of and make him whole. The world has had to learn this. It is a science far in advance of so-called material or physical science.


Then that marvelous wave of God came over the country from 1900 to 1906, when hundreds of thousands of people were baptized in the Holy Ghost and spoke in tongues. But listen! Old John Alexander Dowie, riding on the wave of that wonderful manifestation of healing power, wanted to build a church and stamp it with healing only, and his church practically did that, and died.


Other churches branded theirs with holiness only, and died. Others with an anointing of the Holy Ghost, called “baptism,” and they died in power also. Later on we wanted to build a great structure and stamp it with tongues. After a while the tongues got dry. Somehow the glory and the glow had gone out of them. They became rattly and did not sound right. What was the matter? Nothing wrong with the experience. God had not departed from the life, but was hidden from our view. We were absorbed in phenomena of God, and not in God Himself.


Now we must go on. Now beloved, I can see as my spirit discerns the future and reaches out to touch the heart of mankind, and the desire of God, that there is coming from heaven a new manifestation of the Holy Ghost in power, and that new manifestation will be in sweetness, in love, in tenderness, in the power of the Spirit beyond anything your heart or mine ever saw. The very lightning of God will flash through men’s souls. The sons of God will meet the sons of darkness and prevail. Jesus Christ will destroy antiChrist.2



Charles Thomas (C.T.) Studd, was one of the famous Studd brothers who were well known as England cricketers—having played in the famous Ashes series against Australia in the late 1800s. C.T. Studd was probably the best known of “The Cambridge Seven,” a group of students who went to China to serve in missionary work under the famous Hudson Taylor. C.T. Studd later served in India, but is best known for being the first missionary to take the Gospel to the heart of Africa, the Congo. Thousands were saved and many churches started. Listen to his heart for God:

I am getting desperately afraid of going to heaven for I have had the vision of the shame I shall suffer as I get my first glimpse of the Lord Jesus; His majesty, power and marvelous love for me, who treated Him so meanly and shabbily on earth, and acted as though I did Him a favour in serving Him! No wonder God shall have to wipe away the tears off all faces, for we shall be broken-hearted when we see the depth of His love and the shallowness of ours.


Let us not glide through this world and then slip quietly into heaven, without having blown the trumpet loud and long for our Redeemer, Jesus Christ. Let us see to it that the devil will hold a thanksgiving service in hell, when he gets the news of our departure from the field of battle.3






Richard Baxter: Revival in One Man

Richard Baxter, a Puritan minister in the 1600s in England, brought revival to a community of 3,000:

Many within the Church today feel as if they are drowning in a river of empty words and hollow promises. Demoralized by superficial religion, their hungry hearts are crying out, “Where is the REAL Church, mighty in truth and power?” There are many who can give us a moving definition of revival, but where are the MEN who can move the Church with a demonstration of revival? As the late Leonard Ravenhill once said, “We can all make the menu, but we can’t make the meal.”


Proverbs 27:7 tells us that, “To the hungry even what is bitter tastes sweet.” Sadly, multitudes of hungry and disillusioned souls are seeking the bitter bread of a godliness that denies power, or a form of power that denies godliness. Oh, how we need the REALITY of revival, a revival that will restore the Church to Her former apostolic beauty of PURITY and POWER. Nothing less than this REALITY will prepare us to face a dying world and the coming King.


The prince of Puritan pastors, Richard Baxter was an instrument in such a revival. Mr. Baxter possessed that rare combination of a prophet’s fiery zeal and a pastor’s tender care. In the year of 1647 Baxter was resettled in his old church at Kidderminster. It was here that he sparked and nurtured a mighty revival. When Baxter arrived at Kidderminster it had a population of about 3000 weavers who were reckless, ungodly and content to remain that way.


By the end of Baxter’s stay, the entire community was miraculously transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit. Dr. Bates reported that, “The place before his coming was like a piece of dry and barren earth; but by the blessing of heaven upon his labor, the face of paradise appeared there. The bad were changed to good and the good to better.” During this season of revival the church at Kidderminster became so full that five new galleries had to be built to seat the hungry crowds.


Mr. Baxter himself writes, “As you passed along the streets on the Sabbath morning, you might hear a hundred households singing psalms at their family worship. In a word, when I came to Kidderminster, there was only about one family in a whole street that worshipped God and called upon His name. When I left, there were some streets where not a family did not do so.” Kidderminster became a “colony of heaven” in the days of Richard Baxter.


With tireless zeal, Baxter fanned the flames of revival with the MIRACLE of passionate preaching. Many believe that Baxter was one of the most powerful preachers that ever addressed an English congregation. He was an intense and forceful preacher; he believed that, “If hard hearts were to be broken, it was not stroking but striking that must do it.” He purposed to always, “Preach as never sure to preach again, and as a dying man to dying men.”


His sermons were a combination of cutting and piercing words and a gentle and loving spirit. Baxter consistently spoke like one who had been face to face with Jesus. He drew others to Heaven through his preaching because he had touched Heaven through his praying. In Baxter’s classic book The Reformed Pastor, he reminds us that the pulpit is only a reflection of the closet. He writes, “When your minds are in holy, heavenly frame, your people are likely to partake of it. They will be able to feel when you have been much with God; that which is most on your heart, will be most in their ears.”


Even after Mr. Baxter had delivered his very soul through preaching, he still felt that his work was but half done. He knew that the preaching of the Word must be accompanied by the personal and individual touch of a pastor. “He arranged that every family in his parish should come to his house, one by one…then he took each member apart and urgently, tenderly besought him to make an immediate decision for Christ. Seldom did a family leave Baxter’s door without tears.”


J. C. Ryle esteemed Baxter as one of the most successful pastors to ever live. He writes,


“While some ministers were wrangling about the divine right of Episcopacy or Presbytery, or splitting hairs about reprobation and free-will, Baxter was always visiting from house to house and beseeching men for Christ’s sake, to be reconciled to God. While others were entangling themselves in politics, and ‘burying their dead’ amidst the potsherds of the earth, Baxter was living a crucified life and daily preaching the Gospel.”


Because of Mr. Baxter’s great success among his people he soon became a shepherd of shepherds. Addressing his fellow ministers, Baxter writes, “We must feel toward our people as a father toward his children; yea, the most tender love of a mother must not surpass ours. We must even travail in birth, till Christ be formed in them.”


“They should see that we care for no outward thing, neither liberty, nor honor, nor life, in comparison to their salvation. When the people see that you truly love them, they will hear anything from you. Oh therefore, see that you feel a tender love for your people in your hearts, and let them perceive it in your speech and conduct. Let them see that you spend and are spent for their sakes.”


Mr. Baxter’s passion for souls even reached beyond the shores of England. He hoped to one day see the formation of a college and training center, where ministers could be prepared to “Undertake the conversion of some of the vast nations of infidels…with the plain and pure gospel.” It should not surprise us therefore, that he greatly admired John Eliot, the famous pioneer missionary to the Indians of New England. Such apostolic vision and missionary zeal was very rare among many in the Church in the 17th century, even during the Golden Age of great Puritan preachers.


The pack mules of revival are always the humble and persistent prayers of the saints. The Kidderminster awakening was certainty no exception. It was the grace-empowered prayers of Baxter and a handful of people that prepared the way for revival. Fits of epilepsy, tumors and sins of every kind vanished in answer to the prayers of Baxter’s congregation. Hour after hour they poured out their hearts with fervent prayer and fasting during this revival season.


Armed with the weapon of PRAYER, Baxter destroyed demonic strongholds and reduced mighty magistrates to tears. With a broken heart and callused knees, Mr. Baxter overcame every obstacle. By fervent prayer, he overcame poor health, slander, rejection, division and even the Great Ejection of 1662.


Richard Baxter considered prayer the first and last thing necessary to be a successful pastor and revivalist. He writes, “Above all be much in secret prayer and meditation. By this you will fetch the heavenly fire that must kindle your sacrifice: remember you cannot decline and neglect your duty to your own hurt alone, many will be losers by it as well as you.”


In light of all the revival promises of the Scriptures, can we truly hope to see revival without such prayer? We need pastors who will not only talk about revival, but who will travail for revival. Today the Church has everything from men’s meetings to miracle meetings, but we still don’t have revival.


Mere meetings and conferences will never be able to substitute for the power and authority of a true shepherd’s prayers. “Let the priests, who minister to the LORD, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say, ‘Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them: why should they say among the people, Where is their God?’” (Joel 2:17)


I fear that many pastors are naively expecting a move of God while neglecting the means of God. The Father longs to visit us. “He will come to us like the RAIN, like the latter and former RAIN to the earth” (Hosea 6:3). Yet, like Elijah, we will have to pray and pray again, before the first rain clouds of true revival are seen. Dear pastors, “ASK the Lord for RAIN in the time of the latter rain.” (see Zechariah 10:1)”4



I hear the distant thunder of a coming revival. That thunder is mixed with the prayers of the saints who are crying out to God in their prayer closets and in their private bedrooms and living rooms at home. Their cry is one of deep repentance. It is that every ounce of flesh and desire for the things of the world be struck down and put to death by the sword of the Spirit.

Their cry is: “It is no longer I that is to live, but Christ and Christ alone must live through me. Possess me completely Holy Spirit. May it not be my obstinate will that is done, but Yours and Yours alone that is done. Lord, destroy the part of me that keeps Jesus from being all that Jesus was when He walked and ministered on earth 2,000 years ago. The same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead is the same Spirit that lives in me. Let the Spirit do the same work through me that He did through Jesus. Empower me.”

“Let me never forget, Father, that You are the one thing I seek first and foremost. Your presence, Your love, Your fellowship—these take priority. After this, may Your love and the gifts of the Holy Spirit flow through me to Your precious hurting and needy people. May the Word burn in my heart. May my preaching and sharing burn with fire from the coals of Your heavenly altar. May the Word take root and produce a great harvest in many, many lives. May Your healing virtue flow out from me to heal every disease in everyone for whom I pray. May deliverance flow to set free those in fear and bondage to sin and the devil. May Jesus’ anointing be our anointing. I humble myself before You. From now until I see You face-to-face, may the will of the Lord prosper in my hands as it did in Jesus’ hands. Finally, to God be all the glory, forever and ever, amen.”
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