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Introduction
Manifestations of Gifts of the Holy Spirit
DIFFERENT GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT
“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit... (7) Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines,” (I Cor. 12:4, 7-11).
BROADCASTER THE WORD
APOSTLE
Messenger of God: organize churches and follows our Lord Jesus Christ ministry as He ministered.
PROPHET
Speak words for God while under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to instruct, admonish, correct, strengthen, inspire, and comfort the Body.
EVANGELIST
Preachers of the Word of God; narrating the story of salvation and God's love through Jesus Christ…
SPEAKER
Persons through whom the Holy Spirit is revealed to TONGUES glorify God and to edify the manifested presence of the Spirit to glorify God and to edify the individual and the Body.
EXHORTERS
Encourage the Body in its Christian walk through the Word of God.
PASTORS
Preach and Teach the Word of God and shepherd the flock of God, the Church.
DEMONSTRATORS OF THE WORD
WORKERS
For one person through whom God illustrates supernatural powers...
MIRACLES
Death, supernatural powers over natural Creation power over natural creation. Also someone through whom God manifests healing power over sin, sickness, disease, demonic.
HEALER
For one person through whom God confirms healing power over sin, sickness, disease, demonic powers, and death
HELPER
For one person through whom God ministers comfort
PROVIDER
For one person inspired and gifted by God to show compassion for the troubles.
ENCOURAGER
For one person inspired by the Spirit to give of themselves OF MERCY…after the examples of Christ for the good of others; servant hood is greatest in the Kingdom of God.
SERVER
For one person inspired by the Spirit to give of self after the example of Christ for the good of others . . . a servant hood . . . is the greatest is in the Kingdom.
ADMINISTRATOR
For one person whom the Spirit gifts to direct the business concerns of the Church.
CONTRIBUTOR
For one person Individual called by God --and resources by God-to give financial and other resources for the common good of the Body of Christ.
LEADER
For one person gifted in providing leadership for the various functions of the Body; persons who govern…
Chapter One
Powers of the Holy Spirit
THE HOLY SPIRIT
Jesus established His Church upon the rock of His Deity, His blood sacrifice and the anointing and powers of the Holy Ghost. He believed that His Church should be able to wage a militant successful war against the powers of the Devil. His church was given the absolute ability to conquer the powers of darkness and win the souls that He had died for.
“When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 15 He saith unto them, but whom say ye that I am? 16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 20 Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ,” (Matt. 16: 13-20).
The Bible shows in (II Cor. 10:3-5), that though Christians live in the world, they do not wage war as the world does. The weapons that we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. He left His power for His people to be victorious because we have the same anointing through the Holy Ghost as Jesus did. Will you sleep during the greatest battle of the end time Church while millions are in the valley of decision?
PENTECOST
This was fulfilled at Pentecost. There were one hundred and twenty holy men and women that were filled with power as the Holy Spirit descended upon them appearing with the physical manifestation of tongues of fire. They were anointed and able to perform the supernatural works that Jesus did on earth.
Jesus said the Holy Spirit was sent for the endowment of supernatural power for service. "Be endued with power from on high to witness,” (Lk. 24:9; Acts 1:8).
The high water mark of New Testament teaching on the Holy Spirit is reached in (Jn. 14-16). These chapters contain the five “Paraclete sayings” (Jn. 14:15-17; 14:26; 15:26, 27; 16:5-11, 12-15). The use of masculine pronouns and adjectives indicate we are to think of the Holy Spirit as a fully personal being. He is the Spirit of Truth and is seen preeminently as the revealer of Christ.
As Jesus Christ is the truth, the Spirit of Truth (Jn. 14:17; 15:26; 16:13) led the disciples to a full appreciation of his life and teachings.
RUACH - HOLY SPIRIT - PARAKLETOS
A transliteration of the Greek word Parakletos, is translated in the various English versions as Comforter, Counselor, Advocate, Intercessor, or Helper.
The Hebrew word for Spirit is Ruach. In the Old Testament it frequently means “wind.” The Greek word equivalent pneuma is used in this sense only twice in the New Testament. These terms are also used to denote “breathe,” the vital stuff of life in default of which man ceases to live. In neither of these uses is it difficult to make an association with God. The wind was thought to be the unseen instrument of an unseen God, and, as God was viewed as the source of life, it was natural to associate spirit with life created by God. “Spirit” is also found with the meaning “soul” or “heart,” the seat of the intelligence and emotions, the principle of life which God imparts to man at his beginning and recalls from him at his death.
In the Old Testament the Spirit of God is viewed as having been sent forth for the creation and sustenance of human life and as endowing men with special abilities and gifts such as leadership, craftsmanship, and wisdom. The gift of prophecy, however, was considered the characteristic mark of the presence of the Spirit.
New Testament the gift of the Holy Ghost
“And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning. Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God?” (Acts 11:15-17).
“That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith,” (Gal. 3:14).
“In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,” (Eph. 1:130).
POWER OF GOD
In the old dispensation, God made His presence accessible in the Ark of the Covenant, rendered holy by His presence. In the days of Jesus on earth, God presented Himself through His precious and glorious Son, as the author says, “The power of God in Jesus in His body . . . whoever He touched or whatever touched Him in faith was made whole.”
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father,” (Jn. 14:12).
Jesus promised through the gift of the Holy Spirit, His spirit-filled holy people would be able do the same miracles that He performed and even greater works.
As the Son of God, is the power of God:
“But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work. Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the Sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God. Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise,” (Jn. 5:17-19).
DESCRIBED AS SUPREME
“Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:” (Eph. 1:20-21).
“Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him…” (I Pet. 3:22).
Jesus told His disciples that He was going to leave them but He promised to send another the Holy Spirit:
The Holy Spirit and the Holy Ghost are used interchangeably in the King James Version for the Third Person in the Trinity of the God head. Jesus told His disciples that He was going to leave them but He promised to send another the Holy Spirit.
“Nevertheless I tell you the truth; it is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe not on me; of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged, or I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you. A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father,” (Jn. 16:16).
In the Old Testament dispensation, God revealed Himself in His Holy Temple. In the New Testament dispensation while Jesus was on the earth, He revealed Himself in His Holy Son. In the present Holy Spirit dispensation which began with the day of Pentecost. God exposes Himself to His redeemed holy people, by the Person of the Ghost.
The Baptism of The Holy Spirit as promised in the New Testament is quite different in kind from any of the various operations or manifestations of the Holy Spirit.
"But the comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name… He shall teach you all things! And bring all things to your remembrance whatsoever He has said unto you,” (Jn. 14:26).
Jesus said it was for the endowment of supernatural power for service.
"Be endued with power from on high to witness,” (Lk. 24:9; Acts 1:8).
NINE GIFTS
The Bible shows nine specific Gifts of the Holy Spirit.
Word of Knowledge
The Word of Wisdom
The Gift of Prophecy
The Gift of Faith
The Gifts of Healings
The Working of Miracles
The Discerning of Spirits
Different Kinds of Tongues
The Interpretation of Tongues
1. “Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy,” (I Cor. 14:39).
2. “… and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy,” (I Cor. 14:1).
3. “Do not quench the Spirit, do not despise prophecies.” (II Thess. 5:19).
4. “Do not neglect the gift that is in you … Meditate on these things, give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all.” (I Tim. 4:14).
5. “Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands.” (ii Tim. 1:6).
6. “Then God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the men of Shechem; and the men of Shechem dealt treacherously with Abimelech,” (Judg. 9:23).”
“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. 2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: 3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. 4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world,” (Jn. 4:1-4).
Chapter Two
New Men and Women
NEW MEN - NEW CREATIONS
After Pentecost, the disciples were new men, new creations, because they had God inside of them. Those filled with the Holy Ghost will have His power love and Glory. They become partners with the Holy Ghost in making all things like Him. It is not whether we will have love or the Gifts and Manifestations of the Spirit, but whether we will have love, and also the Gifts and Manifestation of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit equips the believer for ministries into the service of God. It is important for the Christian to understand how the gifts of the Holy Spirit work because they are the only ones that are empowered to help the people of God.
“Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? 14 And he was casting out a devil, and it was dumb. And it came to pass, when the devil was gone out, the dumb spake; and the people wondered,” (Lk. 11:12-14).
In the Old Testament dispensation, God revealed Himself in His Holy Temple. In the New Testament dispensation while Jesus was on the earth, He revealed Himself in His Holy Son. In the present Holy Spirit dispensation which began with the day of Pentecost. God exposes Himself to His redeemed holy people, by the Person of the Ghost.
“Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you,” (Jn. 16:7).
“For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit…” (I Cor. 12:8).
The Holy Spirit equips the believer for ministries into the service of God. It is important for the Christian to understand how the gifts of the Holy Spirit work because they are the only ones that are empowered to help the people of God.
“But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned,” (I Cor. 2:14).
BAPTISM IS DIFFERENT FUNCTIONS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
The functions in this capacity are teaching (Jn. 14:26), guiding into truth (Jn. 16:13), brings to remembrance (Jn. 14:26), bearing witness (Jn. 15:26), “declaring the things to come” (Jn. 16:13) and glorifying Christ, taking the things that are his and declaring them to the disciples (Jn. 16:14).
BAPTISM IS CLEARLY SHOWN IN THE BIBLE
Speaking of the gift of the Holy Spirit, Paul stresses faith, while Peter stresses obedience.
Complete faith results in complete obedience.
Peter says that when our obedience is complete, the gift of the Holy Spirit is ours.
The Holy Spirit is received by Christians after salvation.
1. Day of Pentecost – (Acts 2:4).
2. Samaria (what did Simon See?) - (Acts 8:14).
3. Cornelius' house (before water Baptism.) – (Acts 10:44-46).
4. Ephesians disciples – (Acts 19: 1-6).
5. World cannot receive (only for Believers) – (John 14: 17).
6. "Father" will give to them that ask (guaranteed if He's your Father), (Luke 11:13).
When you are saved, you receive Jesus. This speaks of another experience when you ask your Father for the Holy Spirit.
Remember. Repentance is an inward change of heart and attitude to God. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is an outward act by which the believer testifies to inward change wrought by God's grace in his heart.
Complete faith results in complete obedience.
Peter says that when our obedience is complete, the gift of the Holy Spirit is ours.
When you are saved, you receive Jesus.
This speaks of another experience when you ask your Father for the Holy Spirit. Remember. Repentance is an inward change of heart and attitude to God. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is an outward act by which the believer testifies to inward change wrought by God's grace in his heart and is endued with the Power of God.
Complete faith results in complete obedience.
Peter says that when our obedience is complete, the gift of the Holy Spirit is ours.
The Baptism of The Holy Spirit as promised in the New Testament is quite different in kind from any of the various operations or manifestations of the Holy Spirit.
"But the comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name… He shall teach you all things! And bring all things to your remembrance whatsoever He has said unto you,” (Jn. 14:26).
Jesus said it was for the endowment of supernatural power for service.
"Be endued with power from on high to witness,” (Lk. 24:9; Acts 1:8).
HOLY SPIRIT TO EMPOWER YOU
Jesus told His disciples that the Holy Spirit was coming to empower them.
“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth,” (Acts 1:8).
HOLY GHOST, THE COMFORTER
Proceeds from the Father
“But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:” (Jn. 15:26).
GIVEN BY THE FATHER
“And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever;” (Jn. 14:16).
Sent in the name of Christ
“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you,” (Jn. 14:26).
Sent by Christ from the Father
“But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:” (Jn. 15:26).
“Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you,” (Jn. 16:7).
“To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified,” (Isa. 61:3).
THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST
‘The preaching of the gospel to Cornelius was a thing which we poor sinners of the Gentiles have reason to reflect upon with a great deal of joy and thankfulness; for it was the bringing of light to us who sat in darkness. Now it being so great a surprise to the believing as well as the unbelieving Jews, it is worthwhile to enquire how it was received, and what comments were made upon it. And here we find, I. Intelligence was presently brought of it to the church in Jerusalem, and thereabouts; for Caesarea was not so far from Jerusalem but that they might presently hear of it. Some for good-will, and some for ill-will, would spread the report of it; so that before he himself had returned to Jerusalem the apostles and the brethren there and in Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God, that is, the gospel of Christ, which is not only a word of God, but the word of God; for it is the summary and center of all divine revelation. They received Christ; for his name is called the Word of God,” (Rev. 19: 13).
Not only that the Jews who were dispersed into the Gentile countries, and the Gentiles who were proselyted to the Jewish religion, but that the Gentiles also themselves, with whom it had hitherto been thought unlawful to hold common conversation, were taken into church-communion, that they had received the word of God.
“And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning. Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I that I could withstand God?”(Acts 11:15-17).
“That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith,” (Gal. 3:14).
“In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise…” (Eph. 1:13).
PURPOSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
The functions in this capacity are teaching (Jn. 14:26), guiding into truth (Jn. 16:13), brings to remembrance (Jn. 14:26), bearing witness (Jn. 15:26), “declaring the things to come” (Jn. 16:13) and glorifying Christ, taking the things that are his and declaring them to the disciples (Jn. 16:14). The Spirit recalls the teachings of Jesus which have not yet been fully grasped, confirms and expands them and brings home their meaning in new ways an under fresh condition until the revelation of God’s grace and truths are complete. In addition, he instructs the disciples in those things which pertain to the new dispensation-the dispensation of the Spirit-and to final judgment.
The functions in this capacity are teaching (Jn. 14:26), guiding into truth (Jn. 16:13), brings to remembrance (Jn. 14:26), bearing witness (Jn. 15:26), “declaring the things to come” (Jn 16:13) and glorifying Christ, taking the things that are his and declaring them to the disciples (Jn. 16:14). The Spirit recalls the teachings of Jesus which have not yet been fully grasped, confirms and expands them and brings home their meaning in new ways an under fresh condition until the revelation of God’s grace and truths are complete. In addition, he instructs the disciples in those things which pertain to the new dispensation-the dispensation of the Spirit-and to final judgment.
He creates and gives life.
“The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life,” (Job 33:4).
He appoints and commissions ministers.
“Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in secret from the beginning; from the time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord GOD, and his Spirit, hath sent me,” (Isa. 48:16).
“As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them,” (Acts 13:2).
“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood,” (Acts 20:28).
He directs ministers where to preach.
“Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot,” (Acts 8:29).
“While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee, arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them,” (Acts 10:19-20).
He directs ministers where not to preach.
“Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia, After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not,” (Acts 16:6 -7).
He instructs ministers what to preach.
“Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual,” (I Cor. 2:13).
He spoke in, and by, the Prophets.
“Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus,” (Acts 1:16).
“Searching what; or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into,” (I Pet. 1:11-12).
“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost,” (II Pet. 1:21).
He strives with sinners.
“And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years,” (Gen. 6:3).
He reproves.
“And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:” (Jn. 16:8).
He comforts.
“Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied,” (Acts 9:31).
He helps our infirmities.
“Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered,” (Rom. 8:26).
He teaches.
“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you,)” (Jn. 14:26).
“Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost,” (I Corinthians 12:3).
He guides
“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come,” (Jn. 16:13).
He sanctifies
“That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost,” (Rom.15:16).
“And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God,” (II Cor. 6:11).
He testifies of Christ.
“But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me…” (John 15:26).
He glorifies Christ.
“He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you,” (Jn. 16:14).
He has a power of His own.
“Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost,” (Rom. 15:13).
He searches all things.
“O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counselor,” (Rom. 11:33-34)?
“But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God,” (I Cor. 2:10-11).
He works according to His own will.
“But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will, (I Cor. 12:11).
He dwells with saints.
“Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you,” (Jn.14:17).
He can be grieved.
“And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption,” (Eph. 4:30).
He can be vexed,” (Eph. 4:30).
“But they rebelled, and vexed his Holy Spirit: therefore he was turned to be their enemy, and he fought against them,” (Isa. 63:10).
He can be resisted.
“Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye,” (Acts 7:51).
He can be tempted.
“Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out,” (Acts 5:9).
Chapter Three
Baptism with Fire
JESUS IS THE BAPTIZER OF HOLY SPIRIT WITH FIRE
“And as the people were in expectation, and all men mused in their hearts of John, whether he were the Christ, or not; 16 John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire: 17 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner; but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable,” (Lk. 3:15-17).
Jesus wants to fill all who will receive and wisely and lovingly the use the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. He is in glory sitting on His Throne at the right hand of God giving to His Church His Divine power.
“To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ,” (Eph. 1: 6-12).
As a part of his revealing and witnessing ministry, the Holy Spirit acts to Convince or Convict people of the Divine power of Jesus, putting into full operation the work which Christ had affected. Through the Christian ministry, the Spirit convicts the word of sin, exposing all claims of righteousness outside Christ; he bears witness to and glorifies Christ by proclaiming that the truly Righteous One has returned to his Father in heaven; and through proclamation of the resurrection, he announces the judgment which has been passed on Satan, (Jn. 16:8-11).
Messianic rumors were in the air when John the Baptist appeared calling his people to return to God and repent. He baptized the in the river Jordan and proclaimed that he was not the messiah. When he saw Jesus, he identified Him as the Messiah and prophesized His future work in God’s Kingdom. He said that “Jesus would baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire.”
“Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear,” (Acts 2:33).
“(But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified),” (Jn. 7:39).
CONDITIONS TO RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT
There are seven conditions: For Believers only, Repentance, Baptism, Thirsting, Asking, Drinking, yielding . . . Salvation.
"Believe, repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost," (Acts 2: 38).
Christians need this power to be effective witnesses for Christ!
HOLY SPIRIT WILL NOT SPEAK OF HIMSELF
The Holy Spirit is never going to lift a personality up, nor will He lift Himself up. He will only lift the name of Jesus up because Jesus is the only One that can save a soul.
“I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 15 All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you," (Jn. 16:12-15).
The Holy Spirit receives the things of Jesus in the Bible and reveals it to us. Jesus was crucified, raised from the dead, and went to heavenly Father.
So Jesus was crucified, raised from the dead, and went to heaven for a short talk with His heavenly Father. That same resurrection evening, He came back and had a little talk with the disciples, saying unto them: "Peace be unto you; as my Father has sent me, even so send Io you.
When He had said this, “He breathed on them and saith unto them RECEIVE YE THE HOLY GHOST! And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:” (Jn. 20:22).
“(But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified,)” (Jn. 7:39).
“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth,” (Acts 1:8).
“Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear,” (Acts 2:33).
“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost,” (Acts 2:38).
HUMAN SPIRIT
New Testament comprehension of the human spirit:
The Bible shows that Jesus was able to understand their thoughts. He could supernaturally “see” them. “But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answering said unto them, what reason ye in your hearts?” (Lk. 5:22). And then, “But he perceived their craftiness, and said unto them, Why tempt ye me?” (Lk. 20:23). “When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to make him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone,” (Jn. 6:15). Jesus was moving in the gift of discerning spirits. In these cases, Jesus was discerning the intentions of their hearts being motivated by their human spirits.
This perception of discerning the human spirit was shown as an operating gift in the apostles. “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marveled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus,” (Acts 4:13),
“But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and resurrection of the dead I am called in question,” (Acts 23:6).
NINE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
"For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same spirit; to another faith by the same spirit; to another gifts of healing by the same spirit; to another working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; . . . But all these worketh that one and the selfsame spirit . . . " (I Cor. 12:8- 11).
DISCERNMENT OF DOCTRINE BE LEARNED
How can discernment of doctrine be learned?
It is learned by experience, and it comes with spiritual maturity, (Heb. 5:14). Any person who truly desires to do the will of God, "shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God." (Jn. 7: 17); (Neh. 6: 12-14). The Bible tells us that The Holy Spirit is the Administer of the Church of Jesus and He "will guide you into all truth, for He is our Teacher,” (Jam. 16:13; 14:26); (I Cor. 2:15); (I Jn. 2:27). We can be trained to discern truth from error through sound teaching and knowledge of the scriptures, (Heb. 4:12- 11); (I Tim. 3:14 -16); (Ezek. 44:23).
ABOUT TONGUES
Technically called “glossolalia,” the Gift of tongues was a peculiar phenomenon apparently rather common in early Christianity, especially in the churches with which the apostle Paul was associated. In writing to the church at Corinth, Paul acknowledges the gifts of tongues to be one of the “gifts” of the Holy Spirit I Cor. 14:10; 14:5, 39).
“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal,” (II Cor. 13 1).
“Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. 2 Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led. 3 Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. 4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will,” (I Cor. 12: 11).
When you receive the Holy Spirit, you will speak in a new tongue, (language). You could be speaking in French, Italian, Swahilia, Russian, Spanish, etc.
“And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 5 And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven. 6 Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. 7 And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans? 8 And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? 9 Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, 10 Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. 12 And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, what meaneth this? 13 Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine,” (Acts 2: 7-13).
The Jews from seventeen nations heard them speak with their own language.
"Out of the innermost belly will flow rivers of living water,” (Jn. 4:13).
It doesn't come from the language center of your cerebral cortex (Brain). It comes from your belly, your innermost being and flows out rivers of living water.
Jesus told the woman at the well:
"Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life,” (Jn. 4:13).
TESTIMONY
The author has had several people claim that they saw her form appear to them. I have never practiced the witchcraft activity of soul traveling. Since witches do soul travel, this is Satan’s counterfeit this demonic activity to accuse God’s leaders. This is why you must try the spirits to see if they be of God.
Several leaders were reported to this author as being seen in their pulpits on Sunday’s and the bar on Saturday’s. I believe that demons’ can take on the form of people. If the person is unaware of Satan’s tactic, he or she may be deceived by the supernatural counterfeit. If a person hears slander or gossip they will feel disgust for the Christian leader. Horrified, they may even tell others about the leader, and spread the misleading and distorted information. In doing so, they will be helping the enemy's plans.
Every Christian should take authority over this evil spirit according to (Matt. 18:18), and bind and forbid this activity. “Verily I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
PRAYER
Dear Father, I'm a lost sinner. I repent. Please forgive me and come into my heart and save me.
Thank you for saving my soul in Jesus' name, and baptize me with the Holy Spirit, Amen. If you are backslidden say the same prayer, the Lord loves you and will forgive you.
Scriptures show the divinity of Jesus Christ. "Who is the image of the invisible God, the first born of every creature: For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him. And he is before all things and by him all things consists,” (Col. 1:15-17). "I and my Father are one,” (Jn. 10:30).
Scriptures reveal that Jesus Christ took my sins on the cross. "But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith he loved us, Even when were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (By grace ye are saved) and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus," (Eph. 2: 4-7); (I Jn. 2:30); (II Cor. 5:21); thank You Lord Jesus for saving me and baptizing me with the Holy Spirit.
Chapter Four
Seeking Truth
BEING SAVED
When you are saved, you receive Jesus. The Holy Spirit is received by Christians after salvation and Jesus is the One that baptizes them with Fire of the Holy Spirit.
This speaks of another experience when you ask your Father for the Holy Spirit. Remember. Repentance is an inward change of heart and attitude to God. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is gift of power endued by God that is outward act by which the believer testifies to inward change wrought by God's grace in his heart.
“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God,” (Rev. 2:7).
“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death,” (Rev. 2:11).
THIRSTING FOR GOD
People need God today. They must hunger after His Spirit and turn from their wicked ways.
“And there ye shall serve gods, the work of men's hands, wood and stone, which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell. 29 But if from thence thou shalt seek the Lord thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul. 30 When thou art in tribulation, and all these things are come upon thee, even in the latter days, if thou turn to the Lord thy God, and shalt be obedient unto his voice,” (Deut. 4:28-30).
"If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not glorified)," (Jn. 7: 37, 38).
The condition to receive the Holy Spirit is to be thirsty and hungry for God. It’s for those who thirst for more of Jesus. This gift doesn't come from the person that is talking and praying for him. The Holy Spirit comes directly from Jesus Christ Himself; HE IS THE BAPTIZER IN THE HOLY SPIRIT!
SHOULD EVERY CHRISTIAN RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT?
Yes, however, many never receive the fullness of the Holy Spirit because they feel no need for Him and many Church leaders turn them away. These people say they are satisfied without this blessing and God leaves them that way.
Nevertheless, when Jesus says:
"Do not leave Jerusalem until you be endowed with power from above." Christians should sincerely seek the Lord's will for their lives. It must have been very important then and I believe that it is extremely important today,” (Acts 1:8).
YOU MUST ASK FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT
There are some who say, "If God wants me to have the Holy Spirit, He will give it to me. I don't need to ask Him to give this gift to me." This is NOT SCRIPTURAL!
"If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him," (Luke 11:13).
Just as one has to ask to receive Salvation, The Bible shows that the Believers did have to ask to receive this gift from God. Jesus said to ask for this special gift.
"If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do it. If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever. Even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him for He dwelleth with you and shall be in you," (Jn. 14:14).
DRINKING - ACCEPTING - SURRENDERING
Drinking the desire the Holy Spirit represents an active process of receiving. Infilling cannot be received by a mere negative or passive attitude.
“In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink,” (Jn. 7:37).
"Open thy mouth wide and I will fill it." God cannot fill a closed mouth," (Psa. 81: 10).
Simple though it may seem, there are those who fail to receive the fullness of the Spirit, simply because they refuse to open their mouth!
"Yield yourselves unto God as those that are alive from the dead and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God," (Rom 6:13).
THE DISCIPLES AND MARY HAD THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THEM
Acts 2 changed the lives of the disciples of Jesus. They became fearless and bold. They gave themselves over to their faith in Jesus above their flesh and their lives became a living testimony.
“For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit…” (Rom. 8:5).
1. They preached the Gospel.
2. They healed the sick.
3. They cast out devils.
4. They confessed Jesus as Lord which no one can, apart from the Holy Spirit.
They did these spiritual activities BEFORE JESUS DIED AND THE HOLY GHOST appeared. However, they lived in the presence of Jesus and He gave them power to use His name. Then again, they were weak spiritually because they were not yet Born-Again.The disciples’ spirit became Born Again after Jesus resurrected from the grave and breathed on them.
“Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 23 Whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are retained.”
Remember Peter’s denial of Jesus and turning away, returning to his former life; Thomas’ weak faith concerning His body resurrection, Judas selling Him to His enemies for thirty pieces of silver? However, after receiving the Holy Spirit, remember Peter’s brave challenge of the Jewish mockers in Acts 2, previously he denied Jesus three times in fear for his life?
Jesus had warned him in (Matthew 26:41), “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
Remember the disciples were so spiritually weak that they slept in the Garden of Gethsemane while the Lord was under the attack of every demon in the world trying to keep him from achieving God’s plan for Him as Redeemer of our souls? The disciples also hid from the crucifixion and only John was present with the women. He asked them to pray with Him but they were too weak to withstand the spiritual warfare.
Yet, after the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, they became spiritual giants and were able to spiritually rise above their flesh and supernaturally see eternal life with their spirit and stand against the wiles of the Satan. Peter was able to boldly preach to the people endued with power from above. He was spiritually alive and spoke with spiritual authority.
“Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9 of sin, because they believe not on me; 10 of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 11 of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged,” (Jn. 16:7-11).
JESUS IS CALLING
The Holy Spirit is for believers. The world does not know that there is a Holy Spirit.
"Behold I stand at the door and knock; If any man hear my voice, and open the door, I WILL COME INTO HIM,” (Rev. 3:20).
RECEIVE HOLY SPIRIT WHEN SAVED
What does the Word of God say? FORTY days after His resurrection, Jesus had his last talk with his disciples about the Holy Ghost and His Power!
"And being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith He, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water, but ye shall be baptize with the Holy Ghost not many days hence . . . But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come up you; and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth . . . And when He had spoken these words He was taken up. And a cloud received Him out of their sight," (Acts 1:4- 9).
Seven days later, it's now 47 days later, since Jesus had breathed on them and said:
"Receive ye the Holy Ghost! And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place," (Acts 2:1).
One hundred and twenty were in the upper room. Mary the Mother of Jesus, who had conceived by the Holy Ghost and had prophesied under the anointing of the Holy Ghost to Elizabeth, was led by the Holy Ghost at the wedding feast of Cana. But even Mary needed to be in the Upper Room to receive the Baptism in the Holy Ghost and speak with other tongues, just like the rest of them.
Peter, the bold one, needed to receive this power in order to preach the gospel with boldness.
"And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost and began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance," (Acts 2-4).
WE ALL NEED THE HOLY SPIRIT!
As New Testament Church unfolds, note that on every occasion everyone receives the Baptism in the Holy Ghost,
Three thousand Jews were converted by the Power of the Holy Ghost
"They were pricked in their hearts . . . and said, men and Brethren, what shall we do? Peter said repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins. You shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, for the promise is to you and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call." This includes you and me and our children and relatives,” (Acts 2:27-29).
GREAT COMMISSION
Jesus sent His followers to spread the good news (the Gospel). Preaching in the New Testament ‘preaching’ refers to proclamation of the gospel to non-Christians. This is preaching about Jesus’ ministry; an account of His death, resurrection and exaltation; His death and resurrection; proclaiming His Second Coming; a call to repentance and an offer of forgiveness of sin and the gift of the Holy Spirit.
"Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth not, shall be damned! And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover," (Mk. 16: 15-18).
Jesus didn't say, these signs will follow the early church only or until the Bible is printed. I believe the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is for our day. If He had granted the power and gifts to the early church and removed them from the end time church, He would esteem those people more than the Believers of today.
The Baptism of the Holy Spirit results in the believer's life as personal evidence and assurance that Jesus is risen from the dead. His Ministry is to exalt and glorify the Lord Jesus in the Church. He is a present foretaste of the Heavenly power and glory which the believer will enjoy in their fullness in the next world. It is the entrance into a new kind of life. The Holy Spirit received as indwelling personal power, revolutionizes the witnessing, prayer life and Bible understanding. He is the Author and becomes in turn the interpreter of the Word.
PRAYER
Dear Father, I'm a lost sinner. I repent. Please forgive me and come into my heart and save me.
"Father be merciful to me a sinner and receive me now for Jesus Christ's sake; cleanse me from my sin by Your precious blood that was shed on the cross for me; fill me with Your Holy Spirit. Teach me to pray each day; to read Your will for my life from your word, the Bible; and help me to worship and serve You in the fellowship of your church. I thank you Lord Jesus Christ.
Thank You for saving my soul in Jesus' name,
Amen.
If you are backslidden say the same prayer, the Lord loves you and will forgive you.
PRAY – READ THE BIBLE – AND FAST
Chapter Five
Is Tongues of the Devil?
DIETY OF JESUS CHRIST
Scriptures show the divinity of Jesus Christ.
"Who is the image of the invisible God, the first born of every creature: For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him. And he is before all things and by him all things consists,” (Col. 1:15-17).
"I and my Father are one, (Jn. 10:30).
Jesus Christ took their sins on the cross.
"But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith he loved us, Even when were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (By grace ye are saved;) and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus," (Eph. 2:4-7); (1 Jn. 2:30); (II Cor. 5:21).
HOW TO RECEIVE THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
Heavenly Father gives!
“And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 10 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 11 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? 12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” (Jn. 16: 9-13).
Jesus is the Baptizer:
"I (John) have baptized you with water; but He (Jesus) will baptize you with the Holy Spirit" (Mk. 1:8).
THE THREE STEPS TO RECEIVE
1. He gives the Holy Spirit to hose that obey, who choose to make Jesus their Lord, (Acts 5:32).
2. He gives the Holy Spirit o them that ask Him, (Lk. 11:13).
3. The Holy Spirit turned their words into another language tongue).
The Holy Spirit is promised: "For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call," (Acts 2:39).
The Holy Spirit Brings another Anointing
"How God anointed Jesus of ̂Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power . . . " (Acts 10:38a).
Believers Received, “. . . “Have ye received the Holy Spirit since ye believed… ” (Acts 19: 2).
Tongues are "result of" the Baptism of Holy Spirit,
"And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them; and they spoke with tongues and prophesied," (Acts 19: 6).
Everyone who is baptized can speak in tongues if they will. It is not you speaking; the Holy Spirit will speak through your vocal cords. No one needs to teach you how to speak in an unknown tongue.
Sample Prayer for the Baptism in the Holy Spirit:
"Dear Father, I believe that Jesus is the Baptizer in the Holy Spirit and I ask you to baptize me in the Holy Spirit. Cleanse me from all unrighteousness and fill me with your Spirit. Thank You, Jesus."
HOW TO BECOME STRONG IN THE LORD
Even though you may sense the presence of God right now, you may not tomorrow! You are not saved because you "feel saved.” Your faith must stand on God's Word, not on feelings. Read the Word and get into a Bible believing church.
Praise and thank Jesus every day for saving your soul.
"He that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him…" (Jn. 14:21).
SPIRITUAL WARFARE
God’s spiritual dominion is the most astonishing power in the universe. God has always worked through humans to accomplish bring His kingdom to the earth. We must take heaven by force. Just as God gave the people of Israel the promise then told them to take it by force.
The Apostle Paul gave the Church the apocalyptic knowledge of the powers and principalities in (Eph. 6). He disclosed that the church was in spiritual warfare gave us the keys to spiritual warfare by using our spiritual weapons. Jesus Christ also told us:
“The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence and the violent take it by force.” Intercessors must break through the powers of darkness with spiritual military force warring against the kingdom of darkness,” (Matt. 11:12).
The Church of Jesus Christ has to be the difference in every institution in the community. Jesus’ Saints are His instruments on this earth as He is sitting at the right hand of God waiting and willing to give the power to win every spiritual battle. Remember our battle is never against flesh and blood and goal only concerns the spiritual condition of souls. We are not at war for gaining territorial lands or governments.
He gave the Church spiritual armor and weapons. Our weapons are prayer, using His name, His blood, His Word and His power. The Apostle Paul shows this transference of Jesus’ power to usward who believe:
“And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead and set him at His own right hand in the heavenly places. Far above all principality and power and might, and dominion, and every that is named not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church.” The problem is, some Saints never understand their position in Jesus Christ,” (Eph. 1:19-22). ).
The Bible says:
“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children,” (Hos. 4-6).
BATTLE FOR SOULS
It’s time for Christians to look to Jesus and win the battle for souls We need the power of the Holy Spirit to win this battle. Paul warns us that we do have a spiritual warfare because we have an enemy. However, since most churches do not teach on this subject, many Christians are under attack by demonic forces and they do not have any protection because they are also not taught the power of the resurrected Jesus.
“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints . . .” (Eph. 6:10-18).
The Christian Church should be a supernatural realm where heaven touches earth revealing that God is a spirit and those that worship Him will be in the spirit. Jesus said in (Jn. 4:23-24), “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”
The Apostle Paul taught us not to be uninformed with reference to holy gifts from God.
“Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led. Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost,” (I Cor. 12:1-3).
We live in a supernatural world where invisible forces try to get advantages of us and the gifts allow us to receive God’s protection and have an influence in the unbelieving world. The Holy Ghost gives supernatural gifts to believers and He uses these gifts to give us the power to defeat the wiles of the Devil in order to enjoy the benefits of our inheritance in Jesus.
“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ,” (I Cor. 12:7-12),
HOLY SPIRIT CHOOSES
He chooses or as in his view seems best; we see in (I Corinthians 12:11) that the Holy Spirit is a "person." He acts as a person; distributes favors, confers endowments and special mercies "as he wills." This proves that he is, in some respects, distinguished from the Father and the Son. It would be absurd to say of an "attribute" of God, that it confers favors, and distributes the various endowments of speaking with tongues, and raising the dead. And if so, then the Holy Spirit is "not" an attribute of God.
The Holy Ghost is sovereign. He gives to all as he pleases. In regard to spiritual endowments of the highest order, he deals with people as he does in the common endowments bestowed upon people, and as he does in temporal blessings. He does not bestow the same blessings on all, nor make all alike. He dispenses his favors by a rule which he has not made known, but which, we may be assured, is in accordance with wisdom and goodness. He wrongs no one; and he gives to all the favors which might be connected with eternal life.
No man should be proud of his endowments. Whatever they may be, they are the gifts of God, bestowed by his sovereign will and mercy. But assuredly we should not be proud of that which is the mere "gift" of another, and which has been bestowed, not in consequence of any merit of ours, but according to his mere sovereign will.
SPIRITUAL GIFTS FOR TODAY
Speaking in tongues, Prophecies, Healings, Discerning of spirits, Miracles, word of wisdom, word of knowledge, faith, healing, interpretation of tongues; and these and other supernatural signs and spiritual gifts were commonplace occurrences in the early Church. On that the Bible record is clear. But should we expect such spiritual gifts in our churches today? A growing number of Christians responded “Yes!” to this question during the twentieth century and up to the present time.
The first half of the twentieth century saw the emergence of many of today’s large Pentecostal denominations, with the associated manifestation of various gifts of the Holy Spirit. In the second half of the twentieth century, the Charismatic Movement led millions more Christians in non-Pentecostal denominations to embrace the present-day validity of these spiritual gifts.
However, man’s experience and beliefs by themselves do not establish doctrine. That is the prerogative of the Bible. In the balance of this study, we will examine a number of Scripture verses which support the ongoing validity of the gifts of the Holy Spirit throughout the Church Age.
This list comprises to what is commonly called the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit. In the order listed, as translated in the King James Version, they are: Word of wisdom, Word of knowledge, Faith, Gifts of healing, working of miracles, Prophecy, Discerning of Spirits, Divers kinds of tongues, Interpretation of tongues.
Chapter Six
Gift of Word of Wisdom
IGNORANT OF SPIRITUAL
The wisdom of God and evident in all creation to be supremely operative in the person work of Jesus Christ or a person individual through whom the Holy Spirit ministers courage to others by word and example.
“The Bible shows nine specific Gifts of the Holy Spirit. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; But all these worketh that one and the self-same spirit . . .” (I Cor. 12:8-11).
God does not want us ignorant pertaining to spiritual gifts.
“Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led. Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit For the body is not one member, but many,” (I Cor. 12:1-14).
WHAT IS THE WORD OF WISDOM
Holy Ghost provides a person power for the supernatural anointing to the foretelling of God’s vision to see into the affairs of a person or organization. To use knowledge rightly executed by the Spirit; God showing the How, Why, When, Where, and what of a subject.
This gift may come through visions, dreams, revelations, a still small voice, or an audible voice and gives a supernatural solution of a problem or a supernatural gift the plan and the purpose in the mind of God.
“Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; 17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places,” (Eph. 1:16:- 20).
The Holy Ghost dividing to every man specifically as he will. He will not use everyone in the same way. We are to desire these gifts.
GIVEN BY THE HOLY SPIRIT
Word of Wisdom is given by the Spirit.
“For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit, as He wills, (1Cor. 12:8).
GOD SPEAKS IN MANY WAYS
“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;” (Heb. 1:1).
Prophecy will always agree with Word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. Both men and women may have this gift. The Spiritual gift of the Word of God’s Wisdom given to a person is a supernatural demonstration through God's Spirit.
“But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory,” (1Cor. 2:7).
The Holy Ghost gives one part of God's wisdom when it is needed.
“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him,” (Jam. 1:5).
EXAMPLES WORD OF WISDOM
By a Word of Wisdom, Saul received his sight and Baptism of Holy Ghost.
“Further when Ananias questioned the Lord concerning Saul's evil activity of persecution of the church. 6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. 7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. 9 And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. 11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, 12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight. 13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: 14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. 15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. 17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. 18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. 19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus. 20 And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God. 21 But all that heard him were amazed, and said; Is not this he that destroyed them which called on this name in Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests? 22 But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ,” (Acts 9:5 – 22).
He is a chosen vessel unto to bear the name of Jesus before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel.
WISDOM REVEALS THE FUTURE
He showed him how Saul would suffer much persecution and physical hardships for His name sake. He did, everywhere he went, and people stirred up things against him.
This gift of a Word of Wisdom is not intellectual man-made science; not a mind skill.; Psychology; cannot be mastered by man’s natural mind; education or training techniques; learned Intellect; para-psychological; paranormal; extrasensory; not intuitive wisdom in any sense; psychic; witchcraft; powers of demons; dispirited, devilish, carnal; not all of God's wisdom; not a high degree of aptitude; not just for church officials or special workers;
God's wisdom can work at His will in anyone He chooses.
It is not a new idea that comes to a person's mind.
It is different from the ministerial gift set in the church (Eph. 4).
“Wherefore he saith, when he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ: 14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:” (Eph. 4: 8-15).
A ministerial gift may be enhanced by study of the Word
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth…” (II Tim. 2:15).
Spiritual gifts should be demonstrated to confirm the ministerial gifts.
WORKS BY THE SPIRIT
Not an origination of the natural mind. Not through the intellectually appealing mind.
OLD TESTAMENT
The prophet in particular had these gifts in operation as well as prophecy in his life.
They stood in the Office of the Prophet.
These gifts worked through both men and women.
WISDOM OLD TESTAMENT
Joseph received a word of wisdom through a dream which revealed to him
God's plan and purpose for the future of his life
Three Kings told Elisha that the Moabites had come to capture them.
KNOWLEDGE GIVEN MEN
Elisha still did not know what to do.
God told him, "Make the valley full of ditches," (II Kin. 3:16).
“For thus saith the LORD, Ye shall not see wind, neither shall ye see rain; yet that valley shall be filled with water, that ye may drink, both ye, and your cattle, and your beasts,” (II Kin. 3:17).
Moabites were defeated and three kingdoms saved.
Daniel received the interpretation of the king’s dream.
“But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these,” (Dan. 2:28).
The relation was present but also a future prophecy.
Jonah preached to the people of Ninevah warning them of impending judgment if they didn't turn to God.
“And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not,” (Jon. 3:10).
They repented and judgment didn't fall on them in that generation.
Light did eventually come.
Jonah gave a word then they repented and changed the course of their history.
OLD TESTAMENT COMING OF MESSIAH
The prophets of the Old Testament all told of the coming of the Messiah; occasions when prophets received a word from God, which did not come to pass:
- Some things are conditional.
- Hezekiah the King, Isaiah told by to tell him that he would die.
- Isaiah delivers the message and left.
- Hezekiah turned his face to wall and repented of his sin.
- God heard his prayer.
- God told Isaiah to return to give the king another word of wisdom.
- "Tell him I am going to give him fifteen more years,” (Isa. 38:5).
First word was conditional.
“Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house of the LORD,” (II Kin. 20:5).
Second word changed by mind of God.
WORD WISDOM NEW TESTAMENT
Women gave words of wisdom
Philip the evangelist . . . had four unmarried daughters who prophesied.
“And the next day we that were of Paul's company departed, and came unto Caesarea: and we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him. 9 And the same man had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy,” (Acts 21:8-9).
AGABUS
A certain prophet, named Agabus.
“And when he was come unto us, he took Paul's girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles,” (Acts 21:11).
DEACON PHILIP
Philip, a layman exercised this gift in the 8th chapter of Acts.
He was a deacon.
Appointed to serve tables at first
God later called to be an evangelist
“Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ unto them,” (Acts 8:5).
"And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert," (Act 8:26).
God revealed His plan to Philip though Jesus, the Angel of the Lord.
He gave him His plan and purpose.
“And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship, 28 Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet. 29 Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot,” (Acts 8:27-29).
“God gave him directions what to do as anyone might be led of the Spirit, but He told him “to go and he had to go by faith," (Acts 8).
He was given the opportunity to save a soul.
APOSTLE PAUL
Paul through Word of Wisdom was faced with death by a mob.
-God’s supernatural solution came
-He gave a speech about the resurrection
-Pharisees believed in the resurrection.
-The Sadducees did not.
-Mob divided.
-Paul Escaped, (Acts 23:7).
-Assure coming deliverance in the time of calamity.
-Paul on a ship to appeal his case to Caesar in Rome
-A violent storm came.
-He had a Word of Wisdom before the ship set sail.
“I perceive that this voyage will be with hurt and much damage,” (Acts 27:10).
-The weather showed the opposite of these words.
-"But the south wind blew softly and they went ahead and set sail."
-"They lost their ship and all their merchandise.”
-Failed to heed warning.
-They threw everything overboard.
-Calamity Paul stood and heard from heaven.
"There stood by me this night the Angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve saying, Fear not, Paul. . . God hath given thee all them that sail with thee . . . The ship is going and will be lost. Listen to what I am telling you for you will have to stay with the ship," (Acts 27:22, 23).
-They were about to leave.
-All stayed and not one lost.
-This is revelation.
-Paul described what was going to happen.
-Angel delivered them.
SPIRITUAL REVELATION
Paul's life was in danger because forty Jews had bound themselves under an oath not to eat or sleep until they had killed him.”
"Bring this young man to the chief captain for he has a certain thing to tell him," (Acts 23:17).
Two hundred soldiers, seventy horsemen, and two hundred spearmen with a beast were given for Paul's protection.
-He arrived safely to preach to Felix the Governor at Caesarea.
-By a Word of Knowledge Paul knew he would go to Rome. (Acts 19:21).
-But he did not the how, when, why and which of the matter.
The Spirit spoke a Word of Wisdom one night and told Him Why he was to go,” (Acts 23:10).
-In court room the Spirit gave another Word of Wisdom and showed him.
-How and when, He said, "I Appeal unto Caesar,” (Acts 26:31).
-Paul was a born Roman.
"But if any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God that Giveth to all men . . . and it shall be given him," (Jam. 1:5).
WORD OF KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM
Difference between Word of Knowledge and Word of Wisdom
-Word of Knowledge is always present tense or something that has happened in the past.
-Word of Wisdom always speaks of the future.
-Very often they work together.
-Example: Lord spoke to John on the Isle of Patmos.
-From of a vision.
-Told of present condition of the Churches
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE
I was praying for a certain woman, another woman spoke the word, “Infant.” The Word infant meant nothing to me. The woman that I was praying for explained that she had been dropped and cracked a hole in her soft spot at the top of her head. Evidently an evil spirit had entered at that moment. I rebuked it and commanded the demon to leave and be caged in Jesus’ name. I asked God to heal her. She had always had headaches. She had been healed instantly through a Word of Knowledge and a Word of Wisdom.
QUESTIONS
1. How many gifts does the Bible show?
The Bible shows nine specific Gifts of the Holy Spirit.
2. Where do you find the list of the nine gifts?
(II Cor. 12:8-11).
3. What is the Word of Wisdom?
The Spiritual gift of the Word of Wisdom is a supernatural Manifestation of God's Spirit.
4. Does God give all His wisdom at one time?
He gives one portion of God's wisdom at the time it is needed.
5. What facts do the Word of Wisdom concern?
Concerns facts in the mind of God, concerning people, places or things
Concerns the plan and the purpose in the mind of God
6. Does the Spirit divide to every man severally as He will?
Yes. No
7. Does He use everyone in the same way?
Yes No
8. Should we desire these gifts?
Yes No
9. Is it a supernatural gift?
Yes. No
10. Is there difference between Word of Knowledge and Word of Wisdom?
Yes No
11. A Word of Knowledge always present tense or something that has happened in the past.
True False
12. Word of Wisdom always speaks of the future?
True False
13. Do they very often they work together?
Yes No
14. Is an example: Lord spoke to John on the Isle of Patmos?
Chapter Seven
Gift of Knowledge
WORD OF KNOWLEDGE
“For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same spirit . . . But all these worketh that one and the self-same spirit . . .” (II Cor. 12:8-11).
Word of Knowledge:
It is not, the gift of knowledge.”
It is the supernatural revelation by means of the Holy Ghost of particular issues in the understanding of God.
“According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue,” (II Pet. 1:3).
GOD IS OMNISCIENT
-He’s all knowing.
-He doesn’t reveal everything He knows to man.
-He gives a person a word or a part of what He knows.
-A word is a fragmentary part of a sentence.
Therefore, a word of knowledge would be an incomplete part of entire knowledge or counsel of God.
GOD HAS ALL KNOWLEDGE
-He doesn’t communicate all of His knowledge to us.
-He confers a word of knowledge as to what He wants us to discern at a given time.
-What a Word of Knowledge does not embrace.
IT IS NOT NATURAL KNOWLEDGE
A profound knowledge of the Bible
Knowledge of God through close communion with him
“On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth hour: And he became very hungry, and would have eaten: but while they made ready, he fell into a trance, And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth: Wherein were all manner of four footed beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat. But Peter said, not so, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or unclean. And the voice spake unto him again the second time, what God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. Wherein were all manner of four footed beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air? This was done thrice: and the vessel was received up again into heaven. Now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which he had seen should mean, behold, the men which were sent from Cornelius had made inquiry for Simon's house, and stood before the gate, and called, and asked whether Simon, which was surnamed Peter, were lodged there. While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee. Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them,” (Acts 10:9-20).
Peter received a supernatural revelation - a word of knowledge: “Behold, three men seek thee.”
-Peter did not know there were three men who were seeking him, (Acts 10:19).
-He had fallen into a trance and had seen the vision of the sheet descending out of heaven.
-Peter wondered about the meaning of the vision,
-The Holy Spirit told him that three men were seeking him.
-The men were already standing at the gate.
-Peter hadn’t seen these men.
-He had no way of knowing they were there except by the Spirit of God.
NEW TESTAMENT WORD OF KNOWLEDGE
Other New Testament sources of a Word of Knowledge:
-Jesus regarding the woman at the Well… (Jn. 4: 7, 9, 10, 12-19, 25, 26)
-Peter regarding Ananias and Sapphira, (Acts 5:1-4).
OLD TESTAMENT WORD OF KNOWLEDGE
After Elijah’s victory on the mountaintop where he proved God’s power was greater than Baal’s, he heard a bad report.
Queen Jezebel said about this time tomorrow she is going cut off his head. (I Kin. 19:2).
He cried for God to kill him while under the Juniper tree.
“I have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts; because the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away,” (1 Kin. 19:14).
He believed, “everyone is backslidden but me. Everyone has bowed their knee to Baal, and I am the only one left. God said, “No, you aren’t the only one left. I have seven thousand people reserved to Myself,” (1Kin. 19:18).
Elijah received information from God about something that he did not know.
COVET THE GIFTS
Paul said to, “Covet the gifts.” The dictionary defines “covet” as “to desire earnestly.” He said to desire earnestly spiritual gifts. We must pray that the Mighty Holy Ghost will manifest Himself among us dividing to every man severally as He wills.
Let’s pray that these power gifts will be more in operation than they have been in our midst.
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE
Many times while ministering, the Lord will show me through the means of a word of knowledge a minister in the crowd. He will reveal the persons’ gifts of the ministry. He will show conversations that someone had before coming to the meeting.
The word of knowledge can also be used to reveal sickness and the presence of an evil spirit.
A word of knowledge can reveal traumas in the past to bring the person to deliverance. A word can reveal sexual abuse that happened in someone past to open them for deliverance.
Chapter Eight
Gift of Prophecy
PROPHECY
“For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same spirit; to another faith by the same spirit; to another gifts of healing by the same spirit; to another working of miracles; to another prophecy . . . But all these worketh that one and the self- same spirit . . . " (II Cor. 12:8-11).
Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. “For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification,” (1 Cor. 14:1-5).
“If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord. But if anyone is ignorant, let him be ignorant. Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues. Let all things be done decently and in order,” (1 Cor. 14:37-40).
The Prophetes, Greek Word for “prophecy” means one who speaks forth.
-A proclaimer of a divine message and means to speak for another
-Denoted among the Greeks an interpreter of the oracles of the gods
-A prophecy is a divinely inspired and anointed utterance.
-It is a manifestation of God speaking the future without using human knowledge.
A prophecy may be a message from God concerning present events or it may concern the future.
-Prophesy forth tells and foretells.
-Hebrew’s word for "to prophesy" means "to flow forth."
It also carries with it the thought "to gush forth like a fountain, to let drop, to lift up, to tumble forth, and to spring forth."
A HOLY message, whether present or future, which provides edification, exhortation, and comfort.
"But He that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification and exhortation and comfort," (II Cor. 14:3).
Many people take this to mean that God never issues a word of warning through a prophecy, only sweet things to the ear.
This is pure error.
"Edification" and "exhortation" may indeed be a word of warning for owns his own good.
On many occasions God sent His prophets with stern messages to His own anointed.
Isaiah's trip to Hezekiah was such an occasion. (Also Nathan to King David).
WHAT IS PROPHECY
A supernatural message
No true prophecy will contradict the written Word of God.
“And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? For the living to the dead? 20 To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them,” (Isa. 8:19-20).
It must not contradict the previously spoken and revealed will of God. (See I Kin. chapter 13).
“And, behold, there came a man of God out of Judah by the word of the LORD unto Bethel: and Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense. And he cried against the altar in the word of the LORD, and said, O altar, altar, thus saith the LORD; Behold, a child shall be born unto the house of David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high places that burn incense upon thee, and men's bones shall be burnt upon thee. And he gave a sign the same day, saying, this is the sign which the LORD hath spoken; Behold, the altar shall be rent, and the ashes that are upon it shall be poured out. And it came to pass, when king Jeroboam heard the saying of the man of God, which had cried against the altar in Bethel, that he put forth his hand from the altar, saying, Lay hold on him. And his hand, which he put forth against him, dried up, so that he could not pull it in again to him. The altar also was rent, and the ashes poured out from the altar, according to the sign which the man of God had given by the word of the LORD. And the king answered and said unto the man of God, Entreat now the face of the LORD thy God, and pray for me, that my hand may be restored me again. And the man of God besought the LORD, and the king's hand was restored him again, and became as it was before,” (1 Kin. 13:1-6).
MUST COME TO PASS
“And if thou say in thine heart, how shall we know the word which the LORD hath not spoken? When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him,” (Deut. 18:21-22).
EXALT JESUS
“And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy,” (Rev 19:10).
ACKNOWLEDGE HIS LORDSHIP
“But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self,” (II Cor. 4:3).
“We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts; Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of god spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost,” (II Pet. 1:19).
WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF PROPHECY?
The New Testament says there is a place for earnest desire for the gift of prophecy (II Cor. 14:1).
The intention is that love should be the controlling motive for the use of the gift, (II Cor. 13).
Prophecies had been abused in Corinth, and therefore Paul limited the prophetic utterances at anyone service to two or three.
The implicit suggestion was that a prophet could exercise willpower control over his gift, (I Cor. 13:32).
Theoretically it may be necessary for him to leave without the opportunity to speak.
There is a great difference between the gift of Prophecy and the Office of the Prophet.
PROPHET IS A SEER
The prophet envisions the future and addresses of what will take place.
In the Old Testament, we have such men as Samuel, Elijah, and Elisha.
Many more have filled this great office. Agabus and Silas along with the apostles certainly filled this office.
“Ye may all prophesy one by one,” (I Cor. 14:31).
It is utterance divinely inspired on a moment’s notice of something from God.
-To edify.
-To comfort the saints.
-To build them up in the Lord.
-With the tremendous restoration of this gift, some excesses will manifest.
-Three different spirits may be performing:
SPIRIT OF GOD
“And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all,” (I Cor. 12:6).
SPRIRIT OF A DEMON
“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils,” (I Tim. 4:1).
SPIRIT OF THE A MAN
“For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? Even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God,” (II Cor. 2:11).
Chapter Nine
Gift of Prophecy is Not Human Knowledge
MANIFESTION OF GOD
Prophecy is a manifestation of God, without using human knowledge.
BALAAM FALSE PROPHET
Speaking through a donkey
“And when the ass saw the angel of the LORD, she fell down under Balaam: and Balaam's anger was kindled, and he smote the ass with a staff. 28 And the LORD opened the mouth of the ass, and she said unto Balaam, What have I done unto thee, that thou hast smitten me these three times? 29 And Balaam said unto the ass, because thou hast mocked me: I would there were asword in mine hand, for now would I kill thee. 30 And the ass said unto Balaam, Am not I thine ass, upon which thou hast ridden ever since I was thine unto this day? Was I ever wont to do so unto thee? And he said, Nay. 31 Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and he bowed down his head, and fell flat on his face. 32 And the angel of the LORD said unto him, wherefore hast thou smitten thine ass these three times? behold, I went out to withstand thee, because thy way is perverse before me: 33 And the ass saw me, and turned from me these three times: unless she had turned from me, surely now also I had slain thee, and saved her alive.n34 And Balaam said unto the angel of the LORD, I have sinned; for I knew not that thou stoodest in the way against me: now therefore, if it displease thee, I will get me back again. 35 And the angel of the LORD said unto Balaam, Go with the men: but only the word that I shall speak unto thee, that thou shalt speak. So Balaam went with the princes of Balak. 36 And when Balak heard that Balaam was come, he went out to meet him unto a city of Moab, which is in the border of Arnon, which is in the utmost coast. 37 And Balak said unto Balaam, Did I not earnestly send unto thee to call thee? wherefore camest thou not unto me? am I not able indeed to promote thee to honour? 38 And Balaam said unto Balak, Lo, I am come unto thee: have I now any power at all to say anything? the word that God putteth in my mouth, that shall I speak. 39 And Balaam went with Balak, and they came unto Kirjath-huzoth. 40 And Balak offered oxen and sheep, and sent to Balaam, and to the princes that were with him. 41 And it came to pass on the morrow, that Balak took Balaam, and brought him up into the high places of Baal, that thence he might see the utmost part of the people.” (Num. 22:28-41).
“And he answered and said, Must I not take heed to speak that which the LORD hath put in my mouth,” (Num. 23:12).
THE PROPHETS
“The Spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word was in my tongue,” (II Sam. 23:2).
“And I have put my words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the shadow of mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art my people. 17 Awake, awake, stand up, O Jerusalem, which hast drunk at the hand of the LORD the cup of his fury; thou hast drunken the dregs of the cup of trembling, and wrung them out. 18 There is none to guide her among all the sons whom she hath brought forth; neither is there any that taketh her by the hand of all the sons that she hath brought up. 19 These two things are come unto thee; who shall be sorry for thee? Desolation, and destruction, and the famine, and the sword: by whom shall I comfort thee? 20 Thy sons have fainted, they lie at the head of all the streets, as a wild bull in a net: they are full of the fury of the LORD, the rebuke of thy God. 21 Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted, and drunken, but not with wine: 22 Thus saith thy Lord the LORD, and thy God that pleadeth the cause of his people, Behold, I have taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even the dregs of the cup of my fury; thou shalt no more drink it again: 23 But I will put it into the hand of them that afflict thee; which have said to thy soul, Bow down, that we may go over: and thou hast laid thy body as the ground, and as the street, to them that went over,” (Isa 51:16-23).
“But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. 3 For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue hath muttered perverseness. 4 None calleth for justice, nor any pleadeth for truth: they trust in vanity, and speak lies; they conceive mischief, and bring forth iniquity. 5 They hatch cockatrice' eggs, and weave the spider's web: he that eateth of their eggs dieth, and that which is crushed breaketh out into a viper. 6 Their webs shall not become garments, neither shall they cover themselves with their works: their works are works of iniquity, and the act of violence is in their hands. 7 Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood: their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; wasting and destruction are in their paths. 8 The way of peace they know not; and there is no judgment in their goings: they have made them crooked paths: whosoever goeth therein shall not know peace. 9 Therefore is judgment far from us, neither doth justice overtake us: we wait for light, but behold obscurity; for brightness, but we walk in darkness. 10 We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if we had no eyes: we stumble at noonday as in the night; we are in desolate places as dead men. 11 We roar all like bears, and mourn sore like doves: we look for judgment, but there is none; for salvation, but it is far off from us. 12 For our transgressions are multiplied before thee, and our sins testify against us: for our transgressions are with us; and as for our iniquities, we know them; 13 In transgressing and lying against the LORD, and departing away from our God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart words of falsehood.14 And judgment is turned away backward, and justice standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter. 15 Yea, truth faileth; and he that departeth from evil maketh himself a prey: and the LORD saw it, and it displeased him that there was no judgment. 16 And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor: therefore his arm brought salvation unto him; and his righteousness, it sustained him. 17 For he put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of salvation upon his head; and he put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with zeal as a cloke. 18 According to their deeds, accordingly he will repay, fury to his adversaries, recompense to his enemies; to the islands he will repay recompense. 19 So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him; 20 And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the LORD,” (Isa 59:2-20).
“Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth,” (Jer. 1:9).
“Therefore thus saith the LORD, If thou return, then will I bring thee again, and thou shalt stand before me: and if thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth: let them return unto thee; but return not thou unto them. 20 And I will make thee unto this people a fenced brasen wall: and they shall fight against thee, but they shall not prevail against thee: for I am with thee to save thee and to deliver thee, saith the LORD. 21 And I will deliver thee out of the hand of the wicked, and I will redeem thee out of the hand of the terrible,” (Jer. 15:19-21).
“Thus smith the LORD, Go and get a potter's earthen bottle, and take of the ancients of the people, and of the ancients of the priests; 2 And go forth unto the valley of the son of Hanno, which is by the entry of the east gate, and proclaim there the words that I shall tell thee, 3 And say, Hear ye the word of the LORD, O kings of Judah, and inhabitants of Jerusalem; Thus smith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, the which whosoever hearth, his ears shall tingle. 4 Because they have forsaken me, and have estranged this place, and have burned incense in it unto other gods, whom neither they nor their fathers have known, nor the kings of Judah, and have filled this place with the blood of innocents; 5 They have built also the high places of Baal, to burn their sons with fire for burnt offerings unto Baal, which I commanded not, nor space it, neither came it into my mind: 6 Therefore, behold, the days come, smith the LORD, that this place shall no more be called Toped, nor The valley of the son of Hanno, but The valley of slaughter. 7 And I will make void the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem in this place; and I will cause them to fall by the sword before their enemies, and by the hands of them that seek their lives: and their carcasses will I give to be meat for the fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of the earth. 8 And I will make this city desolate, and a hissing; every one that passeth thereby shall be astonished and hiss because of all the plagues thereof. 9 And I will cause them to eat the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their daughters, and they shall eat every one the flesh of his friend in the siege and straitness, wherewith their enemies, and they that seek their lives, shall straiten them. 10 Then shalt thou break the bottle in the sight of the men that go with thee, 11 And shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Even so will I break this people and this city, as one breaketh a potter's vessel, that cannot be made whole again: and they shall bury them in Tophet, till there be no place to bury. 12 Thus will I do unto this place, saith the LORD, and to the inhabitants thereof, and even make this city as Tophet: 13 And the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses of the kings of Judah, shall be defiled as the place of Tophet, because of all the houses upon whose roofs they have burned incense unto all the host of heaven, and have poured out drink offerings unto other gods. 14 Then came Jeremiah from Tophet, whither the LORD had sent him to prophesy; and he stood in the court of the LORD's house; and said to all the people, 15 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring upon this city and upon all her towns all the evil that I have pronounced against it, because they have hardened their necks, that they might not hear my words,” (Jer. 19).
This gift may be had by all who have received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.
“But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will,” (II Cor. 12:11).
"And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever," (Rev 20:10).
PERSONAL GUIDANCE
The Holy Spirit, Jesus and His Word guides our lives
-Prophecy is not to be for personal guidance.
-Because the message is spoken through a human being, it is subject to error.
-The human spirit may move in a human thought.
-We must always be on guard to correct or reject such an error.
-It is never for personal direction.
Generally speaking to be used in solving problems
Otherwise God would have solved the problems of the early church that arose over circumcision with a prophecy.
-That was not the case then.
-Neither is it the case today.
God assigned Ezekiel, on occasion to correct such a matter.
"And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel that prophesy, and say thou unto them that prophesy out of their own hearts, Hear ye the word of the Lord: Thus saith the Lord God: Woe unto the foolish prophets that follow their own spirit, and have seen nothing!" (Ezek. 13:1-3).
Notice the phrase: ". . .them that prophesy out of their own hearts . . ."
Also the phrase: ". . . that follow their own spirit . . ."
God further cautions: “ . . . and the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets," (I Cor. 14:32).
This does not mean that we are to reject those prophets who speak occasionally from their own spirit.
It does mean that we are to be spiritually alert and to pray for every Christian as each of us seeks to be obedient to the Holy Spirit.
HOW TO RECEIVE THE GIFT OF PROPHECY
God provides His own safeguards.
He insists that prophecy be limited to two or three messages and that it be judged.
"Let the prophets speak two or three and let the other judge," (I Cor.14:29).
GIFTS OF INSPIRATION
“To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will,” (I Cor. 12:10-11).
-The gifts that confuse people most are the three gifts of revelation.
-They have at times been misused mainly because of misunderstanding.
-As the result of this misuse, pastors and laymen have been afraid of use of these gifts.
If these gifts are used appropriately, they can be a blessing to individuals, as well as the church as a whole.
PROPHECY IMPORTANT
Why is prophecy important?
There is tremendous power in a prophecy.
“And the Spirit of the LORD will come upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy with them, and shalt be turned into another man. 7 And let it be, when these signs are come unto thee, that thou do as occasion serve thee; for God is with thee. 8 And thou shalt go down before me to Gilgal; and, behold, I will come down unto thee, to offer burnt offerings, and to sacrifice sacrifices of peace offerings: seven days shalt thou tarry, till I come to thee, and shew thee what thou shalt do. 9 And it was so, that when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, God gave him another heart: and all those signs came to pass that day. 10 And when they came thither to the hill; behold, a company of prophets met him, and the Spirit of God came upon him and he prophesied among them …,” (II Sam. 10:6, 7, 9, 10).
“And, behold, one like similitude of the sons of men touched my lips: then I opened my mouth, and spake, and said unto him that stood before me, O my lord, by the vision my sorrows are turned upon me, and I have retained no strength. 17 For how cans the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? for as for me, straightway there remained no strength in me, neither is there breath left in me. 18 Then there came again and touched me one like the appearance of a man, and he strengthened me, 19 And said, O man greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong. And when he had spoken unto me, I was strengthened, and said, Let my lord speak; for thou hast strengthened me. 20 Then said he, Knowest thou wherefore I come unto thee? and now will I return to fight with the prince of Persia: and when I am gone forth, lo, the prince of Grecia shall come. 21 But I will shew thee that which is noted in the scripture of truth: and there is none that holdeth with me in these things, but Michael your prince,” (Dan. 10:16-21).
PEOPLE PERISH
Without prophecy the people perish. (Prov. 19:18). (“Vision + prophecy”)
-The spoken word (Rema, Gk) Imparts faith, (Jn. 4:15-19, 29; 14:29)
- It ministers life to the body of Christ, (Ezek. 37: 1-14).
-It gives strength (Dan. 10: 16-19, I Tim. 1:18), and encouragement.
- (II Chron. 15:8a), to those who are weary.
The Lord is true, God cannot lie, (Num. 23:19); (Tit. 1:2); (Heb. 6:18); Although a prophecy generally is absolute, (Gen. 22:16-18); (Isa. 9:7; etc.)
Some prophecies are conditional upon our obedience to His word or dependent upon an expected response, (Josh. 23; 14-15); (I Sam. 13:13-14); (II Kin.20:1-6); (Jer. 18:7-109; 38: 20-21; Ez. 22: 12-16); (Joel 2:13,14); (Jn. 3:4-10).
Scripture outlines the proper spiritual attitude we are to have toward a prophecy.
The gift of a prophecy is to be desired, (Num. 11:29); (I Cor. 14:1, 5, 39).
It is not to be despised, (II Thess. 5:20-21)
The Holy Spirit is not to be quenched or grieved. (II Thess. 5:10).
“Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him,” (I Thess.5:10).
“Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, “They do alway err in their heart; and they have not known my ways,” (Heb. 3:10).
-A prophecy is never to be taken lightly. (Hos. 12:13).
-Gift of the Spirit should be neglected. (I Cor. 4:1-2); (I Tim 4:14).
-A prophecy is not a sign of spirituality. (I Cor. 13:2).
DEMONIC ACTIVITY
Demon-oppressed Saul, (I Sam. 16:14; 18:10; 19:9)
A murderer at heart (I Sam. 18:9-12; 19:10)
Also prophesied by the Spirit of God, (I Sam. 19:20-20-24).
God used the mouth of a donkey to rebuke the prophet’s rebellion, (Num. 22:28-33), etc.
Newly saved and baptized individuals upon receiving the begin to prophecy, (Acts 19:5-7).
Even Caiphas, the high priest responsible for leading the Jews in condemning Jesus to the cross, prophesied correctly of Jesus’ substutionary sacrifice, (Jn. 11:49-52).
Why did Paul consider prophecies of greater importance than tongues?
Prophecy edifies the entire body of Christ, and it is therefore more valuable to the church as a whole (because all can understand what is said) (I Cor. 14:4; 12, 17, 19).
If a message in tongues is followed by an interpretation, the entire church, may receive edifying.” Otherwise, the gift of tongues is intended specifically for self-edification. (I Cor. 14:5).
AUDIBLE REVELATION
Gift of audible Revelation
-Supernatural utterance in a known tongue
-Divers’ kind of tongues is supernatural utterance in unknown tongue.
Interpretation of tongues is a supernatural demonstration of speech which has been said in tongues.
-True Prophecy the voice of God
-He is speaking through His obedient servant.
-Paul urged the believer to desire prophecies.
"Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy. . . . He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church. I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather they ye prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying . . . Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues. Let all things be done decently and in order," (1Cor.14:1, 4-5, 39-40).
Paul also declares:
"Let the other pass judgment," (I Cor. 14:29).
This could refer to other prophets, or other believers or others with the gift of distinguishing spirits.
In favor of "other believers" we should note that Paul taught that all Christians were responsible for evaluating prophetic utterances and determining whether they were of God or an evil spirit. (II Thess. 5:19 ff); (II Cor. 2:13 ff); (I Jn. 4:1).
Others who argue convincingly that Paul had in mind here the function of those with a special gift for "distinguishing of spirits…" (II Cor. 12:10).
“Distinguishing of spirits" could refer to the ability to evaluate both the source and content of prophetic utterance.
-A prophecy is a divinely inspired and anointed utterance.
-It is a manifestation of God without using human discovery.
-For we know in part, and we prophesy in part,” (I Cor. 13:9).
In the Old Testament, the prophets were human beings to whom God made revelations regarding His will with Messages to mankind.
These major functions can be conveniently narrowed to three:
-They were “king-makers and king-breakers.”
-They are often seen repudiating the kings’ of Israel, usually resulting in the fall of the dynasty of that king.
-Ordinarily, the reason for this disinheritance was flagrant violation of the true worship of God.
The prophets are also seen as declarers of Holy War.
-Finally, the prophets were guardian of the tradition of the central sanctuary.
-They summoned people back to the true worship at the temple in Jerusalem.
-He not only represented God to the people, but also represented the people to God.
See Moses and Samuel.
In the New Testament, Agabus prophesied that a “great dearth” or famine would come upon the earth during that time.
It happened.
-There is a place for earnest desire for the gift of prophecy (I Cor. 14:1).
-The intention is that love should be the controlling motive for the use of the gift, (I Cor. 13).
-To edify (build up). (I Cor. 14:3-4).
-To exhort (To call near; encourage) (II Chron. 15:8a); (Acts 16:31, 32);.(I Cor. 14:3).
-To Comfort, (bring peace).kkk (I Cor. 14:3; Isa. 40:1-2).
-To convict, (reprove),( Jon 3:4-10).
-Prophecy is intended primarily for the body of Christ, (1Cor. 14:22).
-On occasion it may also be for the unbelieving (I Cor. 14:24,25).
-Symbolized in Scripture by a trumpet, see (Jer. 6:17; 4:19); (Ezek.. 33:2-7); (Rev. 1:10).
-Its purpose may be to reveal sin (Isa. 58:1; Ezek. 16:1-3a).
-To teach, (Enlighten), (I Cor. 14:31).
Prophecy may be used as a means of imparting a spiritual gift (I Tim. 4:14), or setting apart for a ministry, (Acts 13: 1-4).
-Prophecy is not intended to be directive.
-It may be used by God to give guidance (Acts 21:4).
-To warn of coming difficulties (Acts 11:27-28; 20:22, 23; 21:1).
It only serves as a means of confirmation for a word already spoken to the heart, (Jer. 32:6-9).
-Prophecy is used to confirm a calling to or a ministry as in the case of Timothy.
-To help in releasing His servants to work God has called them unto.
-As in the case of Paul and Barnabas in (Acts 13).
WHO MAY PROPHESY
Paul urged the believer to desire prophecy.
“Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy . . .
“He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church. I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied; for greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongue, except he interprets, that the church may receive edifying . . . Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues. Let all things be done decently and in order,” (I Cor. 14:1 ,4, 39-40).
(I Cor. 14:31), “For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted.”
-“All may prophesy,” (I Cor. 14:1, 24, 31)
-“But not all who prophesy are prophets,” (I Cor. 12:29).
-“Ye may all prophesy.”
-That is to forth tell the wonderful works of God.
We all need to do this. Paul also declared in (I Cor. 14), “Covet to prophesy.”
-To seek God for His fullness.
-He gave some . . . Prophets,” (Eph. 4:11).
-The entire church needs to desire to prophesy.
-To pray and believe God for a full demonstration of the gifts of the Spirit
To see prophecy in all of its elegance and Scriptural blessing revealed for the glory of God, and for the enlightenment of the saints, for the building up of the church, “ . . . until we have all come into the unity of the faith, to the fullness of the measure for the stature of Christ,” (Eph. 4:13).
-Even children may prophesy, (Joel 2:28-29).
-Women may also be used of God to prophesy, (Joel 2:28-29, I Cor. 11:5).
(1) Miriam, (Exo. 15:20).
(2) Deborah, (Judg. 4:4).
(3) Huldah, (II Kin. 22.:14:II Chron. 34:22-23).
(4) Isaiah’s wife, (Isa. 8:3).
(5) Elizabeth and Mary, (Lk. 1:41-45, 53).
(6) Anna, (Lk. 2:36-38).
(7) The four daughters of Philip, (Acts 21:9).
How does prophecy come about?
-Not by study, but by an unction from the Holy Ghost.
-It is as it is written, “Holy men of old were moved on by the Holy Ghost,” (I Pet.1:19).
-It is the same today.
“And the LORD came down in a cloud, and spake unto him, and took of the spirit that was upon him. And gave it unto the seventy elders; and it came to pass, that, when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, and did not cease. But there remained two of the men in the camp, the name of the one was Eldad, and the name of the other Medad; and the spirit rested upon them; and they were of them that were written, but went not out unto the tabernacle; and they prophesied in the camp. And there ran a young man, and told Moses, and said, Eldad and Medad do prophesy in the damp. And Joshua the son of Nun , the servant of Moses, one of his young men, answered and said, My lord Moses, forbid them. And Moses said unto him, Enviest thou for my sake? Would God that all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit upon them!” (Num. 11:25-29).
“We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but old men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost,” (II Pet. 2:1).
Discernment is needed at all times.
“But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that brought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.” (II Pet. 2:1).
Today as the church age comes to a close, we are seeing greater manifestations of this gift and all other gifts.
Always remember that the gift of prophecy is never used for guidance in the New Testament therefore clearly is not used in that manner today.
-We are all to be taught of God, led of His Spirit. (Rom. 8: 14).
`-We are kings and priest unto God. (Rev. 1:6).
Therefore we need not a prophet to seek guidance from the Lord for us as they did in the Old Testament.
We go directly to God’s throne through Christ our Lord and receive guidance from Him. “Know that a good man’s steps are ordered to the Lord,” (Ps. 37:2, 3).
“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called your out of darkness into his marvelous light,” (I Pet 2:9).
Prophecy is the result of the moving of the spirit of God, not by the will of man. (II Pet. 1:20, 21).
“As they ministered in the Lord . . . the Holy Ghost said . . .” (Acts 13:1-4).
Men prophesied when the Spirit of God came upon them in a new measure. (I Sam. 10:6, 10); (Acts 2:16-18).
But it is our responsibility to “stir up” the gift. (II Tim. 1:6).
The anointing to prophesy can be so strong that there may almost seem to be a compulsion to prophecy, (see Amos 3:8).
-We prophesy according to the measure of our faith, (Rom.12:6).
-The word of the Lord is not distant that we should strive for it.
-It is in our mouths and in our hearts, that we may knew it. (Deut. 30:11-14); (Rom. 10: 9 10).
Sometimes a prophecy may even be given in song, (Exo. 15); (Judg.5); (Rev. 5:9).
Certain guidelines are set forth in Scripture concerning the operation of the gift of prophecy in the assembly
Prophecy had been abused in Corinth.
Therefore, Paul limited the prophetic utterances at anyone service to two or three.
The implicit suggestion was that some prophets could exercise volitional control over his gift, (Vs. 32).
Theoretically it may be necessary for him to leave without the opportunity to speak.
What is the place of Prophecy in was common occurrence in the assembly of believers?
Two or three prophets may speak, (each in turn).
The others are to judge what is said because it is the Word of God is in the mouth of man. (I Cor. 14:29).
It is the word of God in the mouth of man.
Prophecies are to be given “one by one,” that there are no confusions in the assembly. (I Cor. 12:40; 14:31:31, 22).
All prophecies are first to be judged, (I Cor. 14:29); (I Thess. 5:19-21); (I Jn. 4:1), for there are also false prophets (Jer. chapter 23); (Ezek. 13); (Matt. 24:24); (I Jn. 4:1); (II Pet. 2:1); (Acts 13:6); (Lk. 6:26); (Rev. 16:13; 19:20; 20:10, Etc.).
Bible Examples
-Abraham was the first to be called a prophet. (Gen. 20:7); (Psa. 105:15).
-The real genesis of prophetic activity was with Moses.
-Moses was under the tutelage of Pharaoh for nearly forty years.
-Learned all linguistic and managerial skills of Egypt.
-For forty years he labored as a shepherd, father and husband.
-Eighty years Moses was called by Yahweh to be His mouthpiece to both Israel and Egypt, (Ex. 7:7).
The well-established definition of a prophet, one who foretells and forth tells, is a competent description of Moses.
-He was called to proclaim the predicted release of God's enslaved people (Ex. 3:15-22).
-Also, to announce the proper essentials (ethical, religious and social) of following a holy God, (Ex. 19:1-6)…
-During Moses' life and before, prophetic activity was localized in one person.
-However, as Moses predicted (Deut. 18:18), God was soon to elevate other prophets who would carry on the revelator ministry.
-Starting with Samuel (I Sam. 3; 7:5; 8:100), prophetic activity thrived.
METHODS OF REVELATION
With Moses, revelation was through the theophany (appearance of Jesus Christ in the Old Testament).
-Visible manifestation of Yahweh in the burning bush, (Exod. 3:4).
-We are only told, "the word of the Lord came," (Isa. 1:1); (Joel 1:1); (Jn. 1:1).
-Not exactly how the word was perceived.
Dreams and visions
They played an important part in revelation to the prophet.
-While self-induced visions or "dreams of one's own fancy" were called illegitimate, (Jer. 23:16-49).
-Scripture applauds the use of dreams for revelation (Num. 12:6-7); (I Sam. 28:6, 15).
Visions or word pictures, such as those given to the prophet Zachariah, was also a genuine manner of observing God's purpose and plan. (See: Num. 11:19): (1 Sam. 10:6, 10; 19:20-23; 22- 24); (Joel 2:38- 29); (Hos. 9:7); (Neh. 9:30); (Mic. 3:8); (Zech. 7:12); Especially (I Kin. 13:2); (II Kin. 6:12); (Isa. 44:28); (Ezek. 8-11).
-Diversity in the way each prophet spoke:
-Written pose or poetry with the formula "thus says the Lord"
-Parables (Isa. 5:1-7)
-Allegories (II Sam. 12: 1-17); (Ezek. 16; 23)
-Isaiah walked about naked and barefoot, (Isa. 20:1-3).
-Ezekiel destroyed a model city and did not mourn the death of his wife, (Ezek. 4:1-3; 24:15-18).
-Jeremiah smashed a potter's vessel Jer. 19:10. Ahijah tore his new coat, (I Kin. 11:19).
True and false prophets
There is no single word in the Hebrew language meaning “False Prophet” that would correspond to the Greek word in the New Testament, pseudo prophetes.
However, the idea is clearly expressed in phrases such as “lying spirit,” (I Kin. 22: 23), “Lying words,” (Jer. 7:4); “deceiving lies,” (Ezek. 22:28), “daubed”. White wash,” (Ezek. 22:28), “false vision, (Jer. 14:14), “prophets shall become wind,” (Jer. 5:13).
-Sincerity was not sufficient as a distinguishing mark of a true prophet.
-Many false prophets were sincere, though self-deceived.
-Not all the false prophets deliberately deluded the people, though, many did.
-Hananiah announced a message that was contrary to what Jeremiah had preached:
-He was convinced that he was speaking in the name of the Lord.
-Jeremiah did not immediately challenge Hananiah.
-He went away to receive assurance from the Lord. Only then did he return to denounce Hananiah for making the people trust in a lie, (Jer. 28:1-17).
-Calling a man a prophet did not necessarily mean he was one.
The Old Testament did not distinguish the false prophet from the true prophet by calling him by some title other than “prophet.”
“Prophet” is used to describe the 50 representatives of Baal and the 400 spokesmen of Asherah (I Kin. 18:1.9. Jer. 28:1), speaks of “Hananiah the prophet.”
-Saying “Thus says the Lord” was not sufficient.
-The false prophets introduced their messages with the same words, ( Jer. 28); (Ezek. 13:2, 6-7).
-The ancient Near East Kings frequently sent messages or heralds to various parts of the kingdom to read royal decrees to their subjects.
-If the messenger announced to the assembled crowd that the decree was his own, he would have been ignored or dealt with more severely.
-When he announced, “Thus says the king of Assyria” or “thus says the Kings of Babylon” Compare (II Chron. 18:26; 32:10); (II Kin. 18:19).
-The people listened in respectful silence, for the phrase carried the authority of the king and his army behind it
-The subjects knew they had no choice but to obey.
New Testament seems to suggest that ecstatic frenzy is a sign of false or polluted prophecy (I Cor. 14:32).
-However, no such disqualification was present within the Old Testament.
Old Testament gives specific ground rules for spotting a false prophet.
-If a prophet invites you to go off and worship another god, whether creature or spirit; that prophet should be put to death, (Deut. 13:1-5).
-If the prophet speaks a word, claiming to be from the Lord, but later it is discovered that the word had its origin in something other than God.
-That prophet should be put to death, (Deut. 18:20).
-A false prophet will be spotted if what he speaks does not come true, (Deut. 18:22).
-What God says will always be fulfilled.
Criteria for identifying a true prophet
Ability as a speaker, sincerity title or claim of authority from God cannot be depended upon to distinguish a false prophet from a true one.
There were two clearly established Old Testament criteria for distinguishing true from false prophets.
When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing follows not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not spoken, but the prophets’ hath spoken it presumptuously; you shalt not be afraid of him.
If the words of the prophet came true, he was recognized as a true prophet.
After the warnings of the destruction of Jeremiah and Ezekiel came true, the people flocked around them to acknowledge that they were prophets of God because they had satisfied the Deuteronomy test of fulfillment (Jer. 42:1-6; (Ezek. 33:30-33).
There can be a long lapse of time between proclamation and fulfillment.
When fulfillment did occur, it was sometimes too late to benefit by knowing that the man truly was a prophet.
Jeremiah preached for forty years that Jerusalem was going to be destroyed.
After thirty-nine years of hearing such dire predictions, the people were convinced that Jeremiah was a false prophet because nothing he said had come true.
They ridiculed him publicly and privately.
When the fulfillment occurred, the destruction of Jerusalem, it was too late to profit from the knowledge that Jeremiah had been telling the truth.
Micah may have been branded a false prophet for a considerable time.
He correctly announced that: “Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest,” (Mic. 3:12).
His warnings were issued more than a century before they came true.
When Jeremiah voiced a similar warning against Jerusalem
The people were so angry that he would utter such blasphemous words that they were ready to mob him on the spot.
Fortunately for Jeremiah, someone recalled that Micah had uttered similar words a hundred years earlier.
King Hezekiah believed him and did not put him to death, (Jer. 26:16-19).
Consequently, they decided not to kill Jeremiah.
Micah stepped out of the past to save Jeremiah’s life.
(I Kin.13), tells of a nameless man of God from Judah who came to Jeroboam I at Bethel and foretold the destruction of an altar upon which Jeroboam was about to offer sacrifice.
The altar was not actually destroyed until three hundred years later (II Kin. 23: 15-16).
Joel predicted an outpouring of the stigma of “false prophets” in his lifetime if the fulfillment test had been applied to him
Joel predicted an outpouring of the Spirit of God accompanied by cosmic upheavals (Joel 2:28-32).
It was hundreds of years later on the day of Pentecost that the apostle Peter announced that Joel’s prophesy had been fulfilled.
He interpreted the strange behavior that accompanied the filling of the believers with the Spirit of God as fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy (Acts 2:14-21).
In the intervening centuries many probably concluded that Joel was a false prophet.
The conditional aspect of some prophecies could invalidate their fulfillment for example, (Jer. 18:7-10); (Deut. 28:1).
When the prophecy begins with “if,” it is relatively easy to identify it as a conditional prophecy.
What about those prophecies that contain implied conditions?
(Jn. 3- 4), there must have been an implied condition, or possibly stated but not recorded; the condition was if the Ninevites would repent, they would not be destroyed.
Prophecy and Prophets in the New Testament
Jeremiah forecast a day of a new covenant (Jer. 31:31-34).
No longer necessary for one person to tell another about the Lord, for all believers would know Him personally
No longer a few chosen individuals who knew the mind and heart of God.
Puts His law into every believer's heart. From least to greatest.
Moses petition became a reality:
"Would that all the Lord's people were prophets that the Lord would put his spirit them!" (Num. 11:29).
Pentecost made the prophetic potential of every believer a reality (Acts 2:17:18).
Paul encouraged the Corinthians to "earnestly exert" themselves to prophetic ministry (I Cor. 14:1).
They are all allowed to prophecy as long as they do so in accordance with the orderly procedure the apostle lays out (I Cor.14: 26-33).
Although not all are gifted as prophets, (I Cor. 12:29), each has an enablement by the Spirit to speak God's word.
New Testament recognized specific men and women to be prophets/prophetess.
These individuals were usually itinerant and ministered alongside residential teachers and pastors, (Acts 13:1-3).
Agabus, were noted for their forecasting ability (Acts 11:27-30; 21:: 10-14).
Judas and Silas, daughters of Philip, "encouraged and strengthened" the churches with lengthy messages. (Acts 15:32; 21:9).
They were residential prophets among the elders akin to those at Lystra who laid hands on Timothy and spoke God's appropriate word, (I Tim. 1:18; 4:14).
Techniques of revelation in New Testament
Similar to those in the Old Testament
The Spirit pressed a work or picture upon an individual until personal awareness of that word was received.
Dreams and visions preceded some of these words: (Mt. 1:20; 2:12); (Acts 2:17; 9:10-11; 10:3-4; 12:9-19; 16:9-10; 26:19); (II Cor. 12:1); (Rev. 9:17).
How are we to “Test the Spirits?”
“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God; because many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world,” (I Jn. 4-1, 2).
-It must not draw people away to another god. (See Deut. 12:1-5).
-Every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God.
-This is the spirit of Antichrist.
-How can prophecy be judged?
-What prophecy is not
-Imagination of the mind
-Fortune telling
-Private interpretation
-Guiding others life
-Controlling people
-Leading groups outside of a pastor
GEORGE WASHINGTON
There is no doubt that George Washington was a Mason . . . Some say that this vision did not happen... However, draw your own conclusions.
The father of our country, George Washington, was a man of prayer.
We have all read he went into the thicket many times to pray during the winter his army was at Valley Forge.
-However, little publicity has been given to the vision and prophecy he received at that them.
-The account of this vision was given in 1859 by an old soldier.
-He gave it to a writer, Wesley Bradshaw, who published it.
In the vision God revealed to George Washington that three great perils would come upon the Republic. He was shown that America was going through the first peril at that time. The old soldier who told the story of the vision said that the nation would soon see the account verified by the second peril descending upon the land. Tribune in December 1880. The National Tribune is now The Stars and Stripes. It was reprinted in The Stars and Stripes December 21, 1950.
Wesley Bradshaw wrote: The last time I ever saw Anthony Sherman was on the fourth of July 1859, in Independence Square. He was then ninety-nine years old, and becoming very feeble. But though so old, his dimming eyes rekindled as he gazed upon Independence Hall, which he came to visit once more.
“Let us go into the Hall,” he said, “I want to tell you of an incident of Washington’s life, one which no one alive knows except myself; and if you live, you will before long see it verified. Mark the prediction, you will see it verified.
“From the opening of the Revolution we experienced all phases of fortune, now good and now ill, one time victorious and another conquered. The darkest period we had, I think was when Washington after several reverses, retreated to Valley Forge, where he resolved to pass the winter of 1777.
Ah! I have often seen the tears coursing down our dear commander’s careworn checks, as he would be conversing with a confidential officer about the condition of his poor soldiers. You have doubtless and the sun-shown brightly. He remained in his quarter nearly all the afternoon, alone. When he came out, I noticed that his face was a shade paler than usual, and there seemed to be something on his mind of more than ordinary importance.
Returning just after dusk, he dispatched an orderly to the quarters of an officer, who was presently in attendance. After a preliminary conversation of about half an hour, Washington, gazing upon his companion with that strange look of dignity, which he alone could command, said to the latter: “I do not know whether it is owing to the anxiety of my mind, or what, but this afternoon, as I was sitting at this table engaged in preparing a dispatch, something in the apartment seemed to disturb me. Looking up, I beheld standing opposite me a singularly beautiful being. So astonished was, for I had been given strict orders not to be disturbed that it was some moments before I found language to in inquire the cause of the visit. A second, a third and even a fourth time did I repeat my question, but received no answer from my mysterious visitor except a slight raising of the eyes.
“By this time I felt strange sensations spreading through me. I would have risen but the riveted gaze of the being before me rendered volition impossible. I assayed once more to speak, but my tongue had become useless, as if paralyzed. A new influence, mysterious, potent, irresistible, took possession of me. All I could do was to gaze steadily at my unknown visitor. Gradually the surrounding atmosphere seemed to fill with sensations, and grey luminous. Everything about me seemed to rarefy, the mysterious visitor also becomes more airy and yet more distinct to my sensation which I have sometimes imagined accompany death. I did not think, I did not reason, I did not move. All were alike impossible. I was only conscious of gazing fixedly, vacantly at my companion.
“Presently I heard a voice saying, “Son of the Republic, look and learn, while at the same time my visitor extended an arm eastward. I now beheld a heavy white vapor at some distance rising fold upon fold. This gradually dissipated, and I looked upon a strange scene. Before me lay, spread out in one vast plain, all the countries’ of the world-Europe, Asia, Africa and America, I saw rolling and tossing between Europe and America the billow of the Atlantic, and between Asia and America in the Pacific.
“Son of the Republic’, said the same mysterious voice as before “Look and learn.”
“At that moment, I beheld a dark, shadowy being, like an angel, standing, or rather floating in midair, between Europe and America. Dipping water out of the ocean in the hollow of each hand, he sprinkled some upon America with his right hand, while with his left he cast some over Europe.
Immediately a cloud arose from these countries, and joins in mid-ocean. For a while it remained stationary, and then it moved slowly westward, until it enveloped America in its murky folds. Sharp flashes of lightning gleamed through it at intervals, and I heard the smothered groans and cries of the America people. (This may be interested to have been the Revolutionary War then in progress).
A Great Victory
“A second time the angel dipped water from the ocean and sprinkled it out as before. The dark cloud was then drawn back to the ocean.
“A third time I hear the mysterious voice saying, “Son of the Republic, look and learn.” I cast my eyes upon America and beheld villages and towns and cities springing up one after another until the whole land from the Atlantic to the Pacific were dotted with them. Again, I heard the mysterious voice say, ‘Son of the Republic, the end of the century cometh, look and learn.”
“And this time the dark shadowy angel turned his face southward, From Africa I saw an illumined specter approach our land. It filled slowly and heavily over every town and city of the latter. The inhabitants presently set themselves in battle array against each other. As I continued looking, I saw a bright angel on whose brow rested a crown light, on which was
traced the word “Union.” He was bearing the American flag. He placed the flag between the divided nations and said, “Remember, ye are brethren.”
Instantly, the inhabitants, casting down their weapons, became friends once and united around the National Standard.
“Again, I heard the mysterious voice saying, “Son of the Republic, look and learn. Then, the dark, shadowy angel placed a trumpet to his mouth and blew three distinct blasts; and taking water from the ocean sprinkled it upon Europe, Asia and Africa. Frightful-incredible
“Then my eyes beheld a fearful scene. From each of these continents arose thick black clouds there were soon joined into one. And throughout this mass there gleamed a dark red light by which I saw hordes of armed men. These men, moving with the cloud, marched by land and sailed by sea to America, which the country was enveloped in the volume of the cloud. And I dimly saw these vast armies devastate the whole country and turn the villages, towns and cities which I had seen springing up.
“As my ears listened to the thundering of the cannon, clashing of swords, and the shouts and cries of millions in mortal combat, I again heard the mysterious voice saying, “son of the Republic, look and learn.” When the voice had ceased, the dark shadowy angel placed his trumpet once more to his mouth and blew a long and fearful blast.
Heaven intervenes
“Instantly a light of a thousand suns shown down from above me, and pierced and broke into fragments the dark cloud which enveloped America. At the same moment the angel upon whose head still shined the word Union and who bear our national flag in one hand and a sword in the other, descended from the heavens attended by legions of white spirits. These immediately joined the inhabitants of America, who I perceived were well-nigh overcome but whom immediately taking courage again. Closed up their broken ranks and renewed the battle.
“Again, amid the fearful noise of the conflict I heard the mysterious voice saying, “Son of the Republic, look and learn.’ As the voice ceased, the shadowy angel from the last time dipped water from the ocean and sprinkled it upon America. Instant the dark cloud rolled back, together with the armies it had brought, leaving the inhabitants of the land victorious.
‘Then once more, I beheld the villages, towns and cities springing up where I had seen them before, while the bright angel cried with a loud voice; “While the stars remain, and the heaven sends down dew upon the earth, so long shall the Union last,’ and taking from his brow the crown on which blazoned the word ‘Union,” he placed it upon the Standard while people, kneeling down said, ‘Amen.”
“The scene instantly began to fade and dissolved, and I at last saw nothing, but the rising, curling vapor I, at first beheld. This also disappeared, and I found myself once more gazing upon the mysterious visitor, who, in the same voice I had heard before, said, ‘Son of the Republic,’ what you have seen is thus interpreted: Three great perils will come upon the Republic. The most fearful for her is the third. But the whole united shall not prevail against her. Let every child of the Republic learn to live for his God, his land and Union.” With these words the vision vanished and I started from my seat and felt that I had seen a vision wherein had been shown me the birth, the progress, and destiny of the United States.’.”
“Such, my friends,” the venerable narrator concluded, “were the words I heard from Washington’s own lips, and America will do well to profit by them.
From Life Messengers,
Seattle, Washington
Chapter Eight
The Gift of Faith
FAITH
New Christians are like babies that have to learn to live in a new supernatural environment. They must be taught about the power of Jesus Christ and that Satan and his demons are totally defeated foes. They must see the demonstration of power of God through the lives of believers. They have to establish a different connection with the powers of darkness after salvation. Once they were will dupes to these devils. They were slaves. However, they are now the sworn opponents of the legions of Hell. They must be taught how defend themselves to defeat these evil powers. Whoever they were before they became Christians; adulterers, idolaters, horoscope readers, witches, warlocks, fornicators; they must not have any delusions about the devils’ reality or their hostility. They must not fear them. They must believe that the devils’ no longer have any power over them.
The Lord Jesus that lives inside of the Christian terrifies the devils. The devils cannot touch them but they will try to seduce them. If they become a serious Christian, the devils will target them. The Christian at times will experience great opposition. The Christian should call upon the name of Jesus and ask the Lord to send warring angels to protect them. They must read the Bible and lean upon the Lord in obedience.
Jesus Christ is our Master, the One Who leads, Who gives commands. And we don’t have to wonder what He wants us to do, for God has revealed. His will to us in the bible. As we learn its principles and specific commands, made known to us by the Holy Spirit we are to obey them exactly and without question. When we obey, His work among His people is accomplished. Philip’s response to the Holy Spirit was immediate in (Acts 8:29, 30) Then the Spirit said to Philip, AGo near and overtake this chariot.” So Philip ran to him.” Philip’s reaction to the Holy Spirit directive was instantaneously obeyed. He didn’t wait for any further command or prompting. He raced like Elijah did and caught the Ethiopian eunuch. He found him reading the Scriptures. Had Philip hesitated, he might have missed the opportunity to lead him to Jesus Christ!
ONLY MEDIATOR
Jesus Christ is the Only Mediator
The Bible shows the devil at a great disadvantage concerning his power over Christians. He is shown as an inferior antagonist in light of what Jesus Christ gave to His church. Satan can only take the place that he is given. The Word of God says in (Jas. 4:7), ASubmit yourselves to God, resist the devil and he will flee from you.” The Scripture makes it clear that the battle is not our personal battle. We are part of the war but the battle is the Lord’s. The unconquerable One leads us. The battle rests upon His ability and He has already won the war! (Jn. 14: 15-27).
Jesus Christ is the only mediator between God and man, (I Tim. 2:5). His mission was fully accomplished. He is in full control and is exalted to the Father’s right hand. He is the Master with almighty power. Jesus came to defy the power of Satan, (Acts 26:18). He challenged the rule of Satan, (Col. 2:10); conquered the right to dominion, (Col. 2:14, 15). He set us free from the cause of sin, (I Pet. 3:18). He can set us free from the curse of sin, (I Pet. 5:10:11).
Life with Jesus Christ can be exciting and blessed with constant triumph over evil forces but the battle never ends. Always remember that you and Jesus are a majority. The warfare is stacked against Satan, not the Christian. They may have periods of darkness and may encounter times of painful struggle and discouragement. Then the Holy Spirit will break through the darkness and moments of exultation and glory will be experienced. God is always on our side!
We should always be ready to obey God.
NINE GIFTS
The Bible shows nine specific Gifts of the Holy Spirit.
“For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same spirit; to another faith by the same spirit . . . But all these worketh that one and the self- same spirit,” (I Cor. 12:8-11).
Impossible to please God without faith
“But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him,” (Heb. 11:6).
Faith is given to you by the Holy Spirit!
Faith is gained through your relationship with Jesus and His Word.
Essential to the profitable reception of the gospel
“For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it,” (Heb. 4:2).
Necessary in the Christian warfare:
“This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare;” (I Tim. 1:18)
“Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses,” (I Tim. 6:12).
Faith is honored by Christ.
“Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done,” (Matt. 21:21).
Be strong in faith
“He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; and being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; ...” (Rom. 4:20-24).
“And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith,” (Lk. 17:5).
“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God…” (Rom. 10:17).
GIFT OF FAITH
Faith is thought of as an act by which the individual avails self to the gifts of God and submits in obedience to God’s commands and abands all thought of self, trusting only in God.
“To another the word of knowledge by the same spirit; to another faith by the same spirit...” (I Cor. 12: 8).
FAITH PRODUCES
Preaching designed to produce faith In the New Testament, faith is thought of as an act by which the individual avails himself of the gifts of God.
“How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? (Rom. 10:14).
Preaching designed to produce faith
“Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word;” (Jn. 17:20).
“But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women,” (Acts 8:12).
“How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? As it is written, how beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” (Rom. 10:14-15).
“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God…” (Rom. 10:17).
“Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man?” (I Cor. 3:5).
HOPE
“By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God,” (Rom. 5:2).
Joy.
“And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house,” (Acts 16:34).
“Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:” (I Pet. 1:8).
Peace.
“Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost,” (Rom. 15:13).
Confidence
“Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste,” (Isa. 28:16).
“Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded,” (I Pet. 2:6),
Boldness in preaching
“I believed, therefore have I spoken: I was greatly afflicted:” (Psa. 116:10).
We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak;” (II Cor. 4:13).
THE GREAT HALL OF FAITH
Walking by faith is walking by the kind of sight which sees and is occupied with “eternal” things - with God, with His promises, His faithfulness, (Chapter 11 of Hebrews) is called the Great History of Faith or Faith Hall of Fame. We see the gift of faith in operation here. Abraham is probably the most honored and revered man in history.
He provides us with ideal model of faith
His faith obeyed, sojourned, and looked
His faith obeyed
The call came
Futuristic
Faith obeyed the call
Faith sojourned
Promised land strange country
Land here temporary
Faith looked for a city with foundations
Whose builder is God
Whose maker is God
Looks to heaven
Faith is laying hold of the unseen realities of hope
Bringing them into the realm of actuality by acting on the Word
Exercising our authority in the world of the spirit
Without faith, we cannot please God.
Abel,
“By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaket,,” (Heb. 11:4)
Enoch,
“By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God,” (Heb. 11: 5).
Noah,
“By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith,” (Heb. 11: 7).
Abraham,
“By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went,” (Heb. 11: 8).
“By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,” (Heb. 11: 27).
Isaac,
“By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come,” (Heb. 11:20).
Jacob,
“By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff,” (Heb. 11: 21).
Joseph,
“By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of the children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones,” (Heb. 11: 21).
Moses,
“By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter;” (Heb. 11:2)
“By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible,” (Heb. 11:27)
Rahab,
“By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace,” (Heb. 11: 31).
Gedeon
“And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: 34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: 36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: 37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: 40 God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect,” (Heb. 11:32-40).
AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF FAITH
Christ is the Author and Finisher of. Faith
“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God,” (Heb. 12:2).
Is a gift of the Holy Spirit
“To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit…” (I Cor. 12:9).
Born Again Believers Inherit of the promises
“In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. 15 Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints…” (Eph. 1:13-15).
“But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe,” (Gal. 3:22).
“That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises…” (Heb. 6:12).
The Scriptures designed to produce faith
“But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name,” (Jn. 20:31).
“And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus,” (II Tim. 3:15).
Ministers must submit to obedience to God’s commands.
“Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;” (II Cor.10:5).
“And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled…” (II Cor. 10:6).
“Having confidence in thy obedience I wrote unto thee, knowing that thou wilt also do more than I say,” (Phil. 1:21).
Abandons all thought of self, trusting only in and upon God; being lovers of ourselves
“For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy…” (II Tim. 3:2).
Pleasing self
“We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves,” (Rom.15:1).
Seeking own desires
“Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved,” (I Cor. 10:33).
“For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's,” (Phil. 2:29).
Seeking after gain
“Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter,” (Isa. 56:11).
DEBORAH
The gift of faith is the supernatural manifestation of special faith given by the Spirit.
It is having the faith of God.
God faith is doing the impossible through faith.
Deborah, Territorial Warrior
There are many places in the Old Testament Battles that required territorial taking faith. Deborah was a prophetess and judge of Israel at a time when Israel was oppressed by Jabin, King of Hazor, and Sisera, the general of his powerful army. Deborah commanded Barak to gather men to engage Sisera in Battle. Although reluctant, Barak carried out his mission but only with Deborah at his side. He routed the army of Sisera. Sisera himself escaped but was slain by Jael, the wife of Jeber the Kenite, who put him to sleep with a glass of milk and then drove a tent peg into his temple.
The fact of this testimony is that another powerful woman, Deborah, had the anointing of territorial taking power. Her submission to God had elevated her to the position of prophetess and judge over the nation.
Many people today equate every woman who has spiritual power, as having the spirit of Jezebel. Not so! It all depends upon whose power the woman is submitted! If she is working for Satan, then she has a Jezebel spirit. If she is working for God, then she is a royal, noble woman!
“And she (Deborah) sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam out of Kedeshnaphtali, and said unto him, Hath not the LORD God of Israel commanded, saying, Go and draw toward mount Tabor, and take with thee ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali and of the children of Zebulun? And Barak said unto her, If thou wilt go with me, then I will go: but if thou wilt not go with me, then I will not go. And she said, I will surely go with thee: notwithstanding the journey that thou takest shall not be for thine honour; for the LORD shall sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. And Deborah arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh. And Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh; and he went up with ten thousand men at his feet: and Deborah went up with him. And they showed Sisera that Barak the son of Abinoam was gone up to mount Tabor.”
“And Deborah said unto Barak, Up; for this is the day in which the LORD hath delivered Sisera into thine hand: is not the LORD gone out before thee? So Barak went down from mount Tabor, and ten thousand men after him. And the LORD discomfited Sisera, and all his chariots, and all his host, with the edge of the sword before Barak; so that Sisera lighted down off his chariot, and fled away on his feet. But Barak pursued after the chariots, and after the host, unto Harosheth of the Gentiles: and all the host of Sisera fell upon the edge of the sword; and there was not a man left. And, behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came out to meet him, and said unto him, Come, and I will show thee the man whom thou sleekest, and when he came into her tent, behold, Sisera lay dead, and the nail was in his temples,” (Judg. 4:6-22).
Barak trusted in the faith and power of one woman over the physical force 10,000 men!
Without the blessing God and the Word God, he knew it would be pointless.
Gift goes beyond your ability to believe.
Real faith involves work! (Jam. 1-13).
Words are accredited by works (Jam. 14-17).
Faith is demonstrated by works, (Jam.18-20).
Faith is illustrated by works
Attempts to separate faith from works are futile.
Such efforts are spiritually impossible.
Real faith relates to real principles of both death and life.
Do your works testify to your faith?
He promised to augment his works of mercy.
He said he would send the Holy Spirit to dwell in all believers.
Power and faith reaches to spirit of death.
“But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?” (Jam. 2:20).
“For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also…” (Jam. 2:26).
“And it came to pass, as he was telling the king how he had restored a dead body to life, that, behold, the woman, whose son he had restored to life, cried to the king for her house and for her land. And Gehazi said, My lord, O king, this is the woman, and this is her son, whom Elisha restored to life,” (II Kin. 8:5).
DAVID AND THE GIANT
The gift of faith is a supernatural legacy by the Spirit whereby that which is expressed or desired by man or spoken by God shall eventually come to past.
“And as he talked with them, behold, there came up the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, out of the armies of the Philistines, and spake according to the same words: and David heard them. 24 And all the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him, and were sore afraid. 25 And the men of Israel said, Have ye seen this man that is come up? Surely to defy Israel is he come up: and it shall be, that the man who killeth him, the king will enrich him with great riches, and will give him his daughter, and make his father's house free in Israel. 26 And David spake to the men that stood by him, saying, what shall be done to the man that killeth this Philistine, and taketh away the reproach from Israel? for who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God? 27 And the people answered him after this manner, saying, So shall it be done to the man that killeth him.and with whom hast thou left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know thy pride, and 28 And Elias his eldest brother heard when he spake unto the men; and Elias's anger was kindled against David, and he said, Why calmest thou down hither? Naughtiness of thine heart; for thou art come down that thou mightiest see the battle. 29 And David said, what have I now done? Is there not a cause?” 33 And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him: for thou art but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth. 34 And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father's sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock: 35 And I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he arose against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him. 36 Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God. 37 David said moreover, The LORD that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, and the LORD be with thee. 38 And Saul armed David with his armor, and he put an helmet of brass upon his head; also, he armed him with a coat of mail. 39 And David girded his sword upon hisarmor, and he assayed to go; for he had not proved it. And David said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them. And David put them off him. 40 And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a shepherd's bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in his hand: and he drew near to the Philistine. 41 And the Philistine came on and drew near unto David; and the man that bare the shield went before him. 42 And when the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he disdained him: for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance. 43 And the Philistine said unto David, Am I a dog, that thou come to me with staves? And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 And the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field. 45 Then said David to the Philistine, Thou come to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. 46 This day will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and I will give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. 47 And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give you into our hands. 47 And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give you into our hands. And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and drew nigh to meet David, that David hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. 49 And David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth. 51 Therefore David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath thereof, and slew him, and cut off his head therewith. And when the Philistines saw their champion was dead, they fled. 52 And the men of Israel and of Judah arose, and shouted, and pursued the Philistines, until thou come to the valley, and to the gates of Ekron. And the wounded of the Philistines fell down by the way to Shaaraim, 53 And the children of Israel returned from chasing after the Philistines, and they spoiled their tents. (I Sam. 17:23, 52).
JESUS FAITH
Jesus said, “I thank thee that thou hast heard me.
“Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me,” (Jn. 11:41).”
The raising of Lazarus was complete in the faith realm before it was see, a few seconds later, in the sense or material form… Just so we are to believe that we already have our complete healing in its invisible form before God changes it into its visible or material form.
The fact that faith is evidence (or title-deed) to things not seen, proves that we must already have the things we pray for in their invisible form, before God can change them into their visible or manifested form.
Faith includes the interesting elements of essence, evidence, and education:
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence (or title-deed) of things not seen. Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear,” (Hebr. 11:1- 3).
Jeremiah repeatedly spoke of a title-deed as “the evidence.”
Your deed is “the evidence,” or proof you have not yet seen.
Jesus repeated said, “He that believeth, hath . . .”
Faith is the substance.
Essence of hope
Brings into existence
Everything bequeathed to us in our Lord’s Last Will and Testament is already ours by virtue of the death of Jesus, ‘The Testator’.
Faith is simply using what belongs to us.
Calvary was our ‘Emancipation Proclamation’ from everything outside the will of God.
We believe what Jesus has done for us, and act upon it.
Acting makes it available to us.
Faith means we left the natural-sense realm.
You must believe it before you see!
“Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth,” (Mk. 9:23).
With God all things are possible.
It is usually passive.
God just slips it into your spirit and you believe the impossible.
TYPES OF FAITH
Natural faith
“Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?” (Matt. 6:30).
Sense Knowledge faith (Jn. 20:24-29).
“The other disciples therefore said unto him, we have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe,” (Jn. 20:25).
Thomas demands physical evidence to satisfy his senses before he will believe.
He is like many Christians who live in only in the natural realm.
WORD OF FAITH
“And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him, 6 And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented. 7 And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him. 8 The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed. 9 For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. 10 When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. 11 And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 13 And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour,” (Matt. 8:5-13).
The Centurion depends on the Word alone as evidence.
“Then Jesus went with them. And when he was now not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to him, saying unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself: for I am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under my roof,” (Lk. 7:6).
SENSE FAITH
Word of faith above senses
Is the substance of things hoped for.
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen,” (Heb. 11: 1).
Is the things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. evidence of things not seen.
“Faith comes by hearing the Word,” (Heb. 11: 1).
GOD FAITH
“And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God,” (I Cor. 2:4, 5).
BELIEVE THE IMPOSSIBLE
-The gift of faith to believe the impossible
-Faith of God causes incredible results in the lives of God's people.
-The Gift of Faith oversteps our doubts.
-God's faith supersedes our abilities to believe.
-Noah obeyed God without a sign for 120 years!
“And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation. And Noah did according unto all that the LORD commanded him,” (Gen. 7:1).
OBEDIENCE
Your faith is developed through obedience to our God.
“And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon the earth,” (Gen. 7:6).
His obedient faith brought his entire family to salvation!
“And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of the flood,” (Gen. 7:7)
Compare Zacharias (Lk. 1:5-25) with Abraham, (Rom. 4:16-23).
We are to walk in Abraham's faith, (Rom. 4:3).
Abraham and Sarah on the birth of a son
Abraham was 100.
Sarah was 90.
They both laughed in the Book of Genesis.
Sarah denied that she laughed.
Thus, adding a lie to her sin.
Sarah still doubted, giving her husband to her maid.
She had faith that her husband could give the child.
She doubted her own ability to carry it.
Strengthens that which is weak
Sarah received strength to conceive seed.
Her supernatural conception used natural processes.
Delivers the impossible
Sara delivered a child.
Sarah's faith was in God's faithfulness.
God's faith was performing the incredible and impossible in the natural.
Abraham's faith produced seed as numerous as the stars.
His faith produced seed as numerous as sea sand.
God said it.
He believed it.
God performed it.
His faith was in His God ability, not his circumstances.
FAITH MOVES MOUNTAINS
God's gift of faith will move mountains.
“For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith,” (Mk. 11:23).
This is the faith that causes the children of Israel to march around the city saying.
God has given us the city . . .
PAST TENSE
And shouted before the walls fell
Paul to say, "God has given me all that sail with me…Even before the storm ceased or the boat landed because God said it…” (Acts. 27:24).
-Peter to sleep in jail a few hours before he was to be killed
-He had the assurance (Acts 12).
-The peace of God
Elisha had the assurance by the Spirit that the victory would be won the day before the natural eyes saw it come to pass
“He already won the victory for them,” ((II Kin. 7:1).
Ananias had the assurance before the miracle of healing and the Baptism that Paul would receive it, (Acts 9).
FAITH PRODUCES AN ACT
Faith without works is dead.
“But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead,” (Jam.2:20).
Real faith is trust in God.
Faith is a walk with God trusting in His ability.
“Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be shaken but endures forever," (Psa. 125:1).
“The Lord redeems his servants; no one who takes refuge in him will be condemned,” (Psa. 34:2).
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding,” (Psa. 3:5).
The baptism of the Holy Ghost is given to give us power to be witnesses to the uttermost part of the world; to bring lost and suffering humanity to Christ.
Though the dynamic gifts of faith, miracles and healings; the heathen world will listen to the message of Christ.
The Holy Ghost power and gifts are the channels which God uses to pour out His majestic power.
While the world arms with physical power, God wants the church to put on His armor of Spiritual might, that His glory may be seen in the earth.
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts,” (Zech. 4: 6).
“And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the spirit and of power; that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God,” (I Cor. 2:4, 5).
FAITH EXPERIENCES
The Apostle Paul
God had a use for this former persecutor. He was to be a Achosen vessel” in which the gospel would be carried to the Gentiles. His ministry shows the clearest view of faith territorial usurpation in the New Testament. He began his ministry in Syria and Cilicia, which probably lasted ten or eleven years. His Fist Missionary Journey took Paul and Barnabas to the island of Cyprus and to Southern Galatia and other cities in that area of Asia Minor, (Acts 13-14).
The Second Missionary Journey which took about three years carried the new faith across the continental boundary into Europe to such cities as Philippi, Athens, and Corinth, (Acts 16:18).
The Third Missionary Journey many of the areas previously evangelized was revisited. A great portion of the tour-about two and some half yearsBwas spent in the work of Ephesus, (Acts 19: 21).
Look at his work in the city of Athens:
ANow while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry. And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked: and other said, we will hear thee again of this matter,” (Acts 17: 16, 17).
What did Paul see? He saw a city totally taken over by the spirit of idolatry. Then he set himself to the purpose of taking back the territory for Christ!
CHARLES FINNEY
The Great Evangelist Charles Finney
When this man of God came to a city, he came to take the territory. It was written that he became an aggressive prayer warrior for each city before attempting to minister. He prayed militantly, walking back and forth, pacing and crying out for souls. He looked out the window and could see the people milling about. They were bent over with the burdens of sin. He stopped praying at intervals and said, ACan I go now Lord?’ The Lord would answer, Anot yet.” Finney continued to pace, fervently prayed, but when he looked down at the people, they were still bent over as though they were carrying heavy weights on their backs. ACan I go now Lord?” The Lord said, Anot yet.” Finney prayed again but when he saw the people this time, they were looking up, crying out; AWhere is God? Where is God?” Then the Lord told Finney, ANow you can go.”
The testimony of this event says that seventy-five thousand people were saved. The bars shut down for miles around the city and the churches filled up. This is territorial taking power!
Chapter Nine
The Gift of Healing
WHAT IS THE GIFT OF HEALING
"For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same spirit; to another faith by the same spirit; to another, gifts of healing . . . But all these worketh that one and the self-same spirit . . .” (I Cor. 12:8-11).
“Ye shall serve the Lord, your God and He shall bless thy bread, and thy water; and I will take sickness away from the midst of thee,” (Exod. 23; 25).
The Gift of healing is operated through a person that ministers that gift by the power and the will of God.
It operates together with other gifts such as, faith, miracles, etc.
It is restoring the spirit for a sound mind in healthy body.
POWER FOR YOU
“… But when the multitude saw it, they marveled, and glorified God, which had given such power unto me…” (Matt. 9:8).
Since God never changes, we know that the Holy Spirit is the same now as He was at the Time of the Pentecost.
“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and forever,” (Heb. 13:8).
If these scriptural examples about the Holy Spirit’s operations are understood and incorporated into our lives, thus, we should expect the dramatic happenings through the book of Acts to happen today.
Christians will be uplifted with experiences of tremendous spiritual power.
“Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,” (Eph. 3:20).
If you meet God’s conditions,
“There shall no plague come nigh thy dwelling Though a thousand fall at your side and ten thousand at your right hand it shall not come nigh thee,” (Psa. 91: 6,7).
“Thy dwelling” means the tabernacle of clay in which you sojourn as well as the certain house on a certain street in a certain town where you receive your mail.”
“In all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us” (Rom. 8:37).
DOCTRINE OF HEALING THE SICK
“What are our rights as to physical healing and health?” asked Dr. Yeomans.
“All that was purchased for us by the sacrifice of Calvary, sealed to us by the glorious resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, is our by right divine,” Yeomans answers.
"For I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the Lord," Old Testament: (Jer. 30:17).
Dr. Torrey says: The Holy Spirit is the One who does the Healing, if it really is Divine healing.”
“But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. He that raised up”.
“But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you,” (Rom. 8:11).
This refers, as the text itself and context (Rom. 20-23), clearly proves, to the future resurrection of our body by the Holy Spirit and not to our present healing, but, nevertheless, it shows the “quickening, i.e., life giving, power of the Holy Spirit in our physical bodies.”
Galatians 5, tells us: Satan will enforce curses upon New Testament Saints because of their ignorance of the Word of God.
“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children," (Hos. 4:6).
Also, their ignorance of the temporal blessings shown in the Word
Jessie Penn-Lewis writes, “Calvary means that Christ not only bore on that Tree your sins, but that He carried to the Tree the sinner--carried you there.
When you come to the point of recognizing that God does not patch up the old life, but calls upon you to reckon it crucified, and to take from Him a new one, you will find that the new life has in it all the characteristics which belong to it. The old Adam-life has its own Characteristics and the new Adam-life has its own characteristics.”
“I am the Lord that health thee,” (Ex. 15:26).
That word of promise will endure forever!
SATAN IS YOUR ADVERSARY
Some Christians say, "Perhaps God has seen this disease on my body.”
Maybe it is God's will for me to be sick. Possibly it is His blessing in disguise.
“It may be one of the mysterious ways in which He works out good things in my life. The Lord is trying to teach me something through this illness."
"For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them," (Lk. 9:56,).
Satan is your adversary. Demons are your enemies, not God!
They are jealous of your heritage and will seek to impede your progress and cheat you out of your legacy.
SPIRITUAL POWER
Demons have no legal right to continue to oppress and afflict those who are saved with disease and infirmities.
"He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil,"(1Jn. 3:8).
Demons take advantage of many Christians who do not know that Satan has made a complete surrender and has been defeated by Jesus' cross.
“(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds)…" (2Cor. 10:4).
Through biblical ignorance, when Christians do not know about Satan's legal defeat, he operates unhindered.
"For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places," (Eph. 6:12).
The Word of God declares Satan's absolute destruction.
Christians must recognize their enemy's tactics of warfare and be skilled in ability and faith to drive him out.
BLESSINGS, HEALING
"And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God,” (Deut. 28:2).
New Testament obedience is receiving Jesus!
“Blessed be the God and Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ,” (Eph. 1:3).
Benefits concerning people that have obeyed God by choosing Jesus Christ's Blood Sacrifice…
“Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden underfoot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace," (Heb. 10:29.)
Man is a three-part being.
He has a spirit, soul and body.
God's will for our being is found:
"And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ," (I Thess. 5:23).
"A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you," (Ezek. 36:26).
“The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak," (Matt. 26:41).
God is interested in all parts of your being and personality.
"How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him," (Acts 10:38).
SANCTICATION
Must be sanctified
“What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's,” (1 Cor. 6:19-20).
-The blessings and curses work in all three parts of your being.
-The prophet Isaiah told Hezekiah to set his house in order.
-We must get our house (Temple-body) in order.
-Diseases mentioned in the Bible:
Barrenness, blindness, boils, leprosy, lameness, blemishes, flat noses, broken bones, crooked back, dwarfed, eczema, broken stones, scurvy, consumption, fever, inflammations burning acne, itch, madness, botch, emerods, sunstroke, dysentery, atrophy, sores, bruises, venereal disease, palsy, epilepsy, impediments of speech, ulcers, infirmity, worms, impotency –
STRIPES OF JESUS
Thirty-nine of them are mentioned. Jesus took 39 strips! (Isa 53:4, 50; (Matt 8:16, 17); (I Pet 2:24).
The source of all sickness is Satan (Acts 10:38).
Temporal and Spiritual blessings promised.
“I am the Lord that healeth thee,” (Ex.15: 26).
"An ye shall serve the Lord your God, and he shall bless thy bread, and thy water; and I will take sickness away from the midst of thee," (Lev. 26, 4); (Deut. 28, 2).
"But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you”, (Lu. 18:30).
BLESSINGS OF GOD
The blessing of God rests upon his people. (Deut. 23:5); (II Sam. 7:29); (Psa. 3:8; 24-5; 13-3: 3); (Pr. 10:22).
Declared upon persons by the Lord, (Gen. 27:27; 28:1; 48:16); (Jos. 14:13; 22:6); (I Sam. 2:20); (II Sam. 13:25); (I Kin. 8:14); (Lu. 2:34).
Declared upon a person by men, (Gen. 27: 27; 28:1; 48:16); (Jos. 14:13; 22:6); (I Sam. 2:20); (II Sam. 13: 25); (I Kin. 8:14); (Lk. 2:34).
DOES GOD WANT YOU SICK?
Some Christians say:
-"Perhaps God has seen this disease on my body.”
-Maybe it is God's will for me to be sick.
-Possibly it is His blessing in disguise.
-It may be one of the mysterious ways in which He works out good things in my life.
-“The Lord is trying to teach me something through this illness."
-The Lord teaches us through His written Word.
-The Lord does not need to teach you by using the powers of the devil.
"For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them." Satan is your adversary. Demons are your enemies, not God!” (Lk. 9:56).
They are jealous of your inheritance and will seek to impede your progress and cheat you out of your legacy.
Demons have no legal right to continue to oppress and afflict those who are saved with disease and infirmities.
“He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil," (I Jn. 3:8).
SATAN’S SURRENDER TO JESUS’ NAME
Demons take advantage of many Christians who do not know that Satan has made a complete surrender and has been defeated by Jesus' cross.
“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds," (II Cor. 10:4).
Through biblical ignorance, when Christians do not know about Satan's legal defeat, he operates unhindered.
"For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places," (Eph. 6:12).
The Word of God declares Satan's absolute destruction.
Christians must recognize their enemy's tactics of warfare and be skilled in ability and faith to drive him out.
USING AUTHORITY
"Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases,” (Lk. 9:1).
Jesus conferred upon every believer the right to use His Name against a devil!
"And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues," (Mk. 16:17).
-God designates sickness - captivity, (Job 42:10; 2-7).
-The Scriptures show as a healing of Job as deliverance from captivity
-Jesus came to set the captives free!
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised," (Lk. 4:18).
SICKNESS BONDAGES
Jesus calls Sickness bondage!
“And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath day," (Lk. 13:16).
“And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity," (Lk. 13:12).
-Satan had this woman bound by the power of placing an infirmity upon her body.
-Bondage is never the will of God because he sent Jesus to set the captive free."
-“If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed,” (Jn. 8:36).
-Believers are promised victory over Satan and every demon power.
-God does his part.
-He gives us the power to do our part.
“And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18 .They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover,” ( Mk. 16:17-18).
Believers are taught to engage aggressively in spiritual warfare.
“And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; 19 And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak,” (Eph. 6:16-20).
We have been raised with Christ.
“And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all,” (Eph. 1:19-21).
Seated with Christ
“And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God,” (Eph. 2:6).
Empowered to reign for Christ on earth, (Rom. 5:17)
“For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ). (Rom. 5:17).
The spiritual armor (also known as the armor of light
“The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. 13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. 14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof,” (Rom 13:12-14).
Highly effective against every onslaught of the enemy, and victory is promised,
“Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying,” (Eph. 6:13).
Through the victory of Jesus, our victory is also assured.
The authority Adam and Eve forfeited in Eden, was regained at Calvary when Jesus Christ became our ransom.
“Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will…” (Eph. 1:7).
“Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time,” (I Tim. 2:6).”
Satan has no legal claim over the believer living in discipleship.
“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded,” (Jam. 4:7, 8).
The Bible says if you meet God’s conditions.
“There shall no plague come nigh thy dwelling,” (Exod. 30:12).
God can and will protect us physically, as well as spiritually, under all circumstances.
FALSE HEALING
Biblical healing does not pertain to:
(1) New Age healing
(2) Christian Science.
(3) Natural or New Thought philosophy.
(4) Spiritualism.
(5) Therapies or medications.
(6) Superstition.
(7) Mental suggestion.
(8) Psychology.
(9) Witchcraft.
Supernatural healing of disease and infirmities without natural means by the spirit of God
The Christian ministry should duplicate Jesus Christ's work!
“And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people,” (Matt. 4:23.
Preach the gospel to the poor!
"Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him, " (Jam. 2:5).
To heal the brokenhearted!
"The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound," (Isa. 61:1).
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor, me to heal the deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised," (Lk. 4:18).
Healing means curing or restoring to a sound and healthy condition.
“And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD that healeth thee,” (Exod. 15:26).
SAVIOR SOTERIA
It is noteworthy that the Greek Word for Savior, Soteria may also be rendered Healer.
That Jesus saw himself in both these roles is seen in his assertions that his power over disease is evidence of his power to forgive sins (for example, see Mk. 2: 1-12).
Jesus announces why He came:
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon, because he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted to preach deliverance to the captives; and recovering of sight to the blind to set at liberty them that are bruised," (Lk. 4:18).
Deliverance of any kind of human ills, whether functional, organic, or nervous
Power of God to destroy the work of the devil in the human body, (Acts 10:38).
The gift of faith acts with the gift of healing.
“Lord used and is using gifts of healing to prove the resurrection power,” (Acts 3: 15-16; Heb. 13:8).
"But put to death the Prince of Life, the One whom God raised from the dead, a fact to which we are witnesses. And on the basis of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus which has strengthened this man whom you see and know; and the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect health in the presence of you all," (Acts 3:15,16).
"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes and forever," (Heb. 13:8).
“To prove His power to forgive sins,” (Mk. 2; 10)
"But in order that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins, He said to the paralytic, I say to you, rise, take up your pallet and go home."
“To build faith and save souls,” (Jn. 6:2)
(To confirm His Word, (Acts 4: 29, 30).
"And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that thy bond-servants may speak thy Word with all confidence, while thou doest extend thy hand to heal, and signs and wonders take place through the name of thy holy servant Jesus," To prove His love, compassion, mercy, truthfulness, and honesty. And to bring Glory to His name and bless His people,” (Lk. 8:17; Mk. 2:12).
One supernatural miracle will stir up more devils and save more souls than a dozen sermons without miracles.
He was wounded for me.
A surgeon, looking at this verse, instantly saw Calvary.
He pointed out that there are five kinds of wounds that can be inflicted on the human body.
Jesus bore them all.
“But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed,” (Isa. 53:5).
Confusion:
The Lord suffered this kind of wound when He was hit on the head with the reed and when He was punched in the face.
A Laceration:
The scourge would produce this kind of wound.
It was a vicious instrument like a cat-o-nine-tails, only its thongs were tipped with steel claws.
A Penetration:
The crown of thorns would produce these wounds.
The Jerusalem thorn has great, long spikes.
It was forced down upon His head and further pressed home by the blows of the reed.
A Perforation:
The nails, of course, perforated, piercing right through His hands and His feet
An Incision:
The spear, cutting into His side, made an incision.
The blood and water which flowed were, of course, medical evidence that Jesus was truly dead.
Truly, He was “wounded for our transgressions,” (Isa. 53:5).
Gifts of Healing the gifts are for the Church and have never been taken out (Psa. 100:5).
We should be concerned about something that turned the world upside down and filled Jerusalem with the doctrine resurrection.
It is the supernatural manifestation of the Spirit of God that heals the human body without the natural means.
When Jesus is present, nothing is impossible to them that believe and act accordingly! (Jn. 14:14); (Matt. 17:20).
Notice: This does not say that miracles would cease when the disciples died!
Rather we should expect miracles and healings unto the end of age, for same loving, compassionate Jesus, who healed all that had need of healing, still wants to do the same thing today!
“For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled,” (Matt. 5:18).
-New Testament God’s will was revealed in the purpose.
-He sent Christ into the World:
-To destroy the work of the devil, (Jn. 3:8)
-Devils had made people, deaf, dumb, insane, etc.
-Jesus cast them out and destroyed their work and healed all who had been afflicted by the devils
-“To set at liberty them that are bound.” (Lu.1: 18: , 13:16.).
-“To bear our sickness and carry our pains.” (Matt. 8:17).
-To bear the curse of the law, being made a curse for us; for it is written:
-Cursed is everyone that hangeth on the tree,” (Gal. 3:13, 14).
-The “Curse” of the Law is found in (Deut. 28:61).
-Includes every sickness know to man!
“God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil!” (Acts 10: 38).
Jesus came into the world to do the will of the father, (Heb. 10:9).
If healing the sick was not God’s will, Jesus greatly displeased His Heavenly Father.
“For Jesus healed… ALL that had need of healing . . . every manner of disease and affliction” ?All that touched Him were made perfectly whole, . . . and cast out devils that He came near or that was brought to Him.”
God was “WELL PLEASED’ with the work of Jesus.
“He that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left Me alone; for I DO always those things that please HIM!” (Jn. 8:29).
“Jesus gave His disciples power and authority to cast out devils and heal the sick”, (Matt. 10:1,7, 8);
His last words was to ALL BELIEVERS were:
“Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to EVERY creature . . And they went forth and preached everywhere the LORD WORKING WITH THEM, confirming the Word with Signs following…” (Mk. 16:20).
Everyone that are believes will have these signs following them:
“In my name shall they cast out devils . . . they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover,” (Mk. 16:15- 18); (Matt. 28:19, 20).
Nothing is impossible to them that believe and act accordingly!
(Jn. 14:14); (Matt. 17:20), “VERILY, VERILY . . . “He that believeth on ME, the works that I do, shall ye do also, and greater works than these shall ye do because I go to My Father.” (Jn. 14:12).
He’s with us until the end of the age, (Matt. 28:20).
We have his Authority! (Jn. 15:7, 8,16).
His same anointing!
Jesus sent disciples to: “Teach every creature In all the world, all things whatsoever I have commanded you. That certainly includes informing believers that they have? Authority and power over all the power of the devil to cast him out and heal the sick!” (Matt. 10:1; Lu. 10:19).
Before Jesus went back to heaven, He pleaded with the disciples to ASK for whatever they needed and wanted!”
-“Ask that your joy (Healing produces joy) may be full” (Jn. 16:26).
-“If ye ask anything in my name, I will do it.” (Jn. 14: 13,14).
“If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be done unto you. Here in is My Father Glorified,” (Jn..15:7)/
Not that ye be sick and troubled, But that ye bear much fruit . . .
“I have chosen you that ye should remain: that WHATSOEVER ye shall ASK of the Father in My Name, He May Give it you,” (Jn. 15: 7, 8, 16).
The Disciples Given Power to Heal:
“And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease,” (Matt. 10:1).
“Peter, preaching to Cornelius and his household said, "how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and power; who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil, for God was with him," (Acts 10:38).
The Holy Spirit gave Jesus gifts of the Spirit to do his ministry.
He never claimed to do them.
“Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me,” (Jn. 10:25).
Hebrews tells us that He had the Spirit without measure.
The same Holy Spirit that anointed Jesus to perform His mighty miracles and to cast out devils (Matt. 12:28), was promised to every believer because of the sacrifice of Calvary, (Gal. 3:13, 14); (Acts 2:38, 39).
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father,” (Jn .14:12).
He was promised to be poured out on all flesh in the Last days, (Joel 2:28).
And Jesus promised that when the Holy Spirit is come upon us, we shall receive power to do even greater works than Jesus did while here on earth. (Jn. 14:12-014; Acts 1:8).
Throughout the book of Acts the apostles are credited with the power to perform miracles of healing (Acts 2:43; 5:12; 8:7; 9:12, 17; 28:8).
There seems to have been a special order of persons in the early church who possessed the “gift of healing,” (I Cor. 12:9, 28).
In (Jas. 5:13-16), elders are instructed to anoint the sick with oil and to pray in order to promote healing.
The apostle Peter, in this twofold ministry of preaching and healing wrote:
“As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion forever and ever. Amen,” (1Pet. 4:10-11).
So many multitudes were healed “insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the Shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow them . . . and they were healed everyone,” (Acts 5:15, 16).
Stephen is the perfect example of one appointed to serve who proclaimed God’s message with great boldness and great effectiveness, (Acts 6 and 7).
“And the people with one accord gave heed unto the things which Philip spake, Hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice came out of many . . . many taken with palsies, and that were lame were healed.” (Acts 8:4-8).
Just an ordinary believer was sent of God to pray for the apostle
Paul’s eyes, and “immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith,” (Acts 9:18).
“God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul: so that from his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of them,” (Acts 19:11,12).
Paul rebuked the Corinthian Church for being sick and weakly and some having already died before their time!
He did not say their sickness was because God was trying their “patience” nor their “faith.”
He said: “Shall I praise you in this” I PRAISE YOU NOT . . .”
He proceeded to tell them why the Corinthian Church members were sick:
“Ye have not discerned the Lord’s BODY . . .” “For this cause. Many are weak and sickly among you and many sleep (are dead).” (I Cor.11: 27-30).
Repentance and a change in the way they were partaking of the Lord’s Supper would rectify this condition and heal all the people!
Jesus instituted the Lord’s supper to keep His promises in mind.
Many people know why they drink the cup in the Lord’s Supper.
They know it to represent the blood that Jesus shed on Calvary to forgive us our sins.
Therefore, when they partake, they are moved with emotions and really thank God for such a holy remembrance.
That His blood washed away their every sin.
When they take the bread . . . they don’t know what the bread represents they say:
Well, it was for our salvation too.
No, the bread represents the <broken body of our Lord Jesus Christ which was broken for you . . . and “with His stripes ye were healed!”
Those who proclaim the word are called apostles, prophets, evangelists, teachers, speakers in tongues, exhorters, and pastors.
Those who demonstrate the word of God are called workers of miracles, healers, helpers, givers of aid, those who do acts of mercy, administrators, contributors, those who serve, leaders, encouragers.
In all the offices we reflect the very Spirit and nature of Jesus Christ.
The same spirit that “anointed Jesus to Preach Deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bound . . .” (Lk. 44:18).
By which Jesus cast out devils and performed His mighty miracles, (Matt. 12:28).
The Holy Spirit was poured out upon every believer on the day of Pentecost, and all the other converts: (Acts 2:4, 8: 17; Acts 10:44- 48; 19:6).
The Holy Spirit has never been withdrawn from the Church!
“And the Holy Spirit still imparts the ?nine Gifts of the Spirit,” to believers filled with the Holy Spirit,” (Cor. 12:7- 11).
Four of these ?gifts” are for the healing of physical bodies!
“The Gift of Faith,” the “Gifts of the Healing,” “The Working of Miracles,” and the “Discerning of Spirits.”
The ministry of “Healings” followed all the believers in the New Testament.
“And they went forth and preached everywhere the LORD WORKING WITH THEM, confirming the Word the SIGNS following,” (Mk. 16:20).
Old Testament: Many prophets of God had power and faith to heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, and raise the dead! (II Kin.. 5:3-15; I Ki 17:21,22; II Kin.. 2:32-36), etc.
“And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I the LORD that healeth thee,” (Exod. 15:26).
Preachers in the Old Testament who did not have Miracle and healing in their ministry suffered the wrath of God!
“The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye sought that which was lost: but with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them . . . Therefore, ye Shepherds (Preachers), hear the word of the Lord. As I live, saith the Lord God . . . I am against the shepherd; and I will require my flock at their hand and cause them to cease from feeding my flock; neither shall the shepherds feed themselves anymore; for I will deliver my flock out of their mouth, that they may not be meat for them,” (Ezek. 34:4, 7, 10).
When people sinned, trouble and sickness befell them.
When they repented, God always heard their cries and healed their sickness and for gave their sins! (Num. 21:12).
“Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases,” (Psa. 103:3).
“He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds,” (Psa. 147:3).
Healing in the world today.
Today thousands of sufferers from all kinds of deformities and diseases have been marvelously and perfectly healed through the preaching of the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ in our meetings.
He has healed for thirty-five years in this ministry.
Throughout the world.
He has also healed worldwide in ministries.
Everywhere where preachers preach the truth of God’s power and provisions to heal the sick!
Prophecies concerning these days:
“For unto you that fear my name shall the Son of Righteousness arise with Healing in His wings.” (Mal. 4:2).
“Come and let us return unto the Lord: for Hew hath torn, and He will heal us!” (Hos. 67:1).
And Isaiah 58:8 tells the results of real repentance as described in verses 1-7:“Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the Lord shall be thy reward.”
Bible examples of Miracles of Healing.
“But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.” (Mal. 4:2).
“Now Elisha was fallen sick of his sickness whereof he died. And Joash the king of Israel came down unto him, and wept over his face, and said, O my father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof,” (2Kin.. 13:14).
“How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him,” (Acts 10:38).
“Paul laid his hands on Publius who was very sick with a fever and a bloody flux, and he was healed.” (Acts 28: 1-7).
"And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people" (Acts 5:12).
“To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit,” (1Cor. 12:9).
“Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret?” (1Cor. 12:30).
“In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations,” (Rev. 22:2).
STEPS TO KEEPING YOUR HEALING
1. Put on the whole armor of God, (Eph. 6:10-18).
a. Know what each item of the armor means. 9
2. Know your position in Christ. (Zech. 3:1-3).
a. Know that you are in Him and He is in you. 10
3. Make a Positive Confession, (Rom. 10:8-10, Mk. 11:23-24).
4. Deal Promptly with Sin, (Isa. 59-2, Rom. 6:23).
a. Your words have power.
5. Stay in the Word of God. (Josh. 1:8, Psa. 1:1-3).
a. Read the Bible everyday.
6. Forgive quickly. (Matt. 18:32:35).
a. Develop a forgiving attitude.
7. Crucify the Flesh, (Gal. 5-24,25; Rom. 6:16).
a. Devils cannot survive in dead flesh.
8. Praise and Worship, (Psa. 150).
9. Thanksgiving, (Psa. 100).
10. Fellowship, (Heb 10:24,25; Ecc. 4:12).
11. Cultivate the Fruit of the Holy Spirit, (Gal 5:21-25).
a. Love the Lord your God and your neighbor as yourself.
12. Get your home life in divine order, (Eph. 5:21-35).
a. Clean your home from all idolatry.
13. Pray always, (I John 5:14-15, I Thess. 5:17, Rom. 8-26-27).
Pray in the Spirit.
14. Seek Holiness and Sanctification, (I Jn. 3:1-3, Deut. 10:12-13).
15. Total commitment to God! 11
Here are fifteen steps to keep your healing and your deliverance. 8I am convinced that God has given gifts to His people because they produce results in all ages. These gifts can change lives.
Through them God brings hope.
He heals. He makes whole.
Through the gifts of His Spirit He restores us in spirit, mind and body, within us and with each other.
The various gifts of God are valid for this day.
JESUS HEALS TODAY
Experiences
Woman in Trinidad -Twisted face
I was ministering in Trinidad many years ago, and a woman answered the altar call. Her face was twisted. It appeared as if someone had punched her face to one side. Her eyes were staring and fixed. I cupped her face with my hands. Suddenly, I felt as though supernatural hands moving mine. It felt as through her face became putty in my hands. Her face moved back into place. It was amazing. Suddenly she became very excited and began to run around the church shouting, I can see, I can see! Jesus had done a face lift and at the same opening her blind eyes! To God be the glory! A woman in Melbourne X Witch with oozing sores on feet. Recently, a woman manifested strong reactions under demonic control. She fell on the floor and began to try to crawl out of the church growling like a beast. I command the evil spirit to stay. After a lot of deliverance, I noticed oozing sores all over her ankles and legs. I asked the Lord to deliver her from the Spirit of Aides. The festering sores disappeared! God is faithful.
I could continue and give you hundreds of testimonies about the healing power of our Lord Jesus Christ. I have seen. Him raise the dead many times. One particular time, a woman jumped out of her pew and rushed toward the back door. I followed her. She dropped on the floor by the door. She began to shake uncontrollably. We all gathered around and began to pray. Suddenly, her eyes set with an eternal stare. She took one last breath and died. I began to command the spirit of death to lose her while the other people prayed. After about thirty minutes, she opened her eyes and began to breathe again. The power of God is still in force today. We just have to believe it and use it. Amen.
Chapter Ten
The Gift of Miracles
JESUS MIRACLE WORKER
“For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same spirit; to another faith by the same spirit; to another gifts of healing by the same spirit; to another working of miracles . . . But all these worketh that one and the self-same spirit . . .” (I Cor. 12:8-11).
WHAT IS THE GIFT OF MIRACLES?
A miracle in the biblical sense, is a marvelous event manifesting a supernatural act of God. It is any amazing or wonderful occurrence that is an incomparable event is such that are beyond impossible compare: “that takes place in a mode contrary to the without exception observed system of nature.”
MIRACULOUS POWER
The source of the miraculous occurrence is the power of God.
In the Old Testament we find those associated with Exodus and wilderness wanderings, and also the groups of miracles ascribe to Elijah and Elisha.
The ascendant miracle in the Bible is, the resurrection of Jesus Christ, turning what appeared to be an absolute cataclysm tragedy into an incomparable triumph over the forces of evil and the power of death.
Jesus performed many miracles.
This is a fact, that even his enemies accused Him to bring an accusation against Him. Even though they leveled charges against Him, He did miracles to dazzle his audience to gain a reputation as a wonder-worker.
This is made clear by his refusal to comply with requests for a “sign,” (Matt. 12:38-40; 16:4); etc.
They served rather as heralds of the messianic age, (Matt. 11:4-5); (Lk. 7:22).
They were designed to stir the people to belief and repentance, (Matt. 11:20-21); (Lk. 10:13).
Jesus’ apostles were also endowed with the power to perform miracles. (Matt. 10:1,8; 6:6:7); (Lk. 8:1; 10:19); (Jn. 14:12); (Acts 1:8; 2:43; 3:6-7; 9:36-42; 16:16-18).
These miracles affirmed the Christian gospel to establish the truth by validation.
It was a solemn declaration or affirmation by some sacred Being and assisted in the establishment of a firm foundation for the church.
The first miracle after the Resurrection shows what the Gospel does when it is confirmed with Miracles and healing.
Miracles give undeniable proof of the resurrection.
If Jesus was not alive, His name would have no power to heal the sick and perform miracles, (Acts 4:33).
Peter convinced the unbelieving Jews of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ and their need of Repentance, on the strength of the fact that Jesus’ Name still has power to heal the sick and perform miracles!
It gave boldness to the believers and disciples to preach Christ to the unbelievers (Acts 4:29-30)
-It made believers hungry to have more of God!
-Miracles convinced and convicted men of their sins. (Acts 5:28, 33).
-Five thousands were converted in one day because of one Miracle! (Acts 4:4; 54:14)
-All men glorified God for that which was done,” (Acts 4:21).
-By Stephen, (Acts 6:8).
-By Philip, (Acts 8:6-13).
If God gave this gift to Old Testament and New Testament Saints, why would he take this gift from today’s church?
“Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons,” (Acts 10:34).
-The devil is still around today.
-Jesus is still alive proving His Word through signs and wonders.
-The age of miracles has not passed!
-For what purpose did He give these ministry gifts?
“For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,” (Eph. 4:12).
For the perfecting of the saints
The Greek word (katartismos) translated perfecting, denotes a fitting or preparing fully, implying a process leading to consummation.
-Miracles are designed for the purposes that men might know the power of the Lord.
-Miracles spread the gospel faster! (Acts 5:14-16)
-After Jesus performed the miracle in (Lk. 16:-33-35) occurred, “His fame went out into every place of the country round about,” (Vs. 37).
“A great multitude followed Him (Jesus), because they saw His miracles which He did on them that were diseased,” (Jn. 6:2).
Jesus said, “Ye seek me NOT because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves and the fishes,” (Jn. 6:26).
“If I do not the works of my father, believe me not, but if I do, though ye believe not Me believe the works: that ye may know, and believe that the Father is in me, and I in Him,” (Jn. 10:37, 38).
“This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him,” (Jn. 2:11).
-For the work of the ministry
-God hath set some in the Church
-There is a divine call
“And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversifies of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? Have all the gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? But covet earnestly the best gifts; and yet show I unto you a more excellent way,” (I Cor.12:28-31).
-The apostle Paul says in (Eph. 4:11), that “Jesus gave.”
-This passage also says, “God set.”
-Notice this Corinthians’ passage calls the Body of Christ “the Church.”
-The Church is the Body of Christ.
-The Gift of Miracles The Body of Christ is the Church.
-God sets ministry gifts in the Church - not man.
There is a vast difference between God’s setting some in the Church and man’s setting some in the Church.
A study of Church history reveals how down through the centuries various groups have endeavored to get back to what they call New Testament practices.
They’ve set up Institutions which often were something man manufactured - something in the flesh, something carnal.
These men “called” and “set” people who had no divine calling into certain offices.
-This is unscriptural.
-God does the setting.
-God does the calling.
You do not enter the ministry, any phase of it, just because “you” feel it is a holy calling and “you” want do it.
You never enter the ministry because “someone else” tells you that you are suited for it.
“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the boy of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ: That we hence forth be no more children, tossed to AND FRO, AND CARRIED ABOUT WITH EVERY WIND OF DOCTRINE, BY THE SLEIGHT OF MEN, AND CUNNING CRAFTINESS, WHEREBY THEY LIE IN WAIT TO DECEIVE,” (Eph. 4:11-14).
-He gave.
-The Lord Jesus Christ gave these ministry gifts.
-When did He give them?
When He ascended on high taking with Him the Old Testament saints, who had awaited the consummation of God’s great plan of redemption since their physical death in Paradise,
Abraham’s bosom.
“Wherefore he saith, when he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth?) He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens that he might fill all things.” (Eph. 4:8-10).
From where did He give?
These ministry gifts came fresh from the hand of the exalted Christ where He now sits at God’s right hand in heaven.
For how long did He give the ministry gifts?
“Until we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ…” (Eph. 4:13).
-He gave these gifts to men, “Till we all come . . . unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”
-Until Jesus comes, “all of us” will never come to that place of maturity.
-When Jesus comes, some babes will just have been born into the family of God.
-They will not have had time to mature.
-These ministry gifts are God’s programs for the maturing of the saints until Christ comes for His own.
-The Church needs all-round spiritual growth to arrive at her destined perfection in Christ.
-The ministry gift’s Christ placed in the Church help us grow up into His image.
-We cannot reach that place without the function of the fivefold ministry.
-The ultimate aim of all ministries is not for self-glory or to magnify the human in any way.
-It is entirely toward the Body of Christ.
-It takes all these ministries functioning to edify - build up – the Body of Christ.
-Praise God for the gifts through which we are enabled to be in the ministry.
-Praise Him for the edifying of the Body of Christ
-Praise Him for the gifts, the manifestations of the Holy Spirit, which empower us for the ministry.
-They are to be used.
-They are one of the avenues by which God enables us to bring to others the life-giving relationship which can take place with Jesus Christ our Lord.
-The gifts are not the relationship with God, therefore we must never glorify them
-They are an asset to the relationship.
-Let us instead glorify Him who is the Giver of the Gifts for ministry and relate to Him who is the Giver of Life.
-God’s word solemnly warns those who discredit miracles and refuse to accept Jesus:
“How shall we escape, if we neglect so Great salvation which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard; God also bearing witness; Both with signs and wonders, and with divers MIRACLES, and GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT,” (Hebr. 2:3,4).
Jesus rebuked cities who did not believe when they saw the miracles! (Matt.11: 12).
A miracle will still draw the heathen to come to hear the Gospel, and accept Jesus Christ as the Son of God, (Matt. 11:21).
Miracles convinced the following that Jesus is the son of God!
Jesus was “approved of God among you by MIRACLES AND WONDERS AND SIGNS,” (Acts 2:22).
God still approves His ministers and Children the same way.
Jesus said: “These signs shall follow the believers: In MY NAME shall they cast out devils . . . they shall lay hands on the SICK, and they shall recover,” (Mk. 1:20).
-Miracles are signs of God’s anointing
-Shows Jesus as the Son of God:
-John the Baptist, (Lk. 7:19-22)
- Disciples themselves: (Jn. 2:11)
-The Jews, (Jn. 2:23; Jn. 7:31)
-Religious leaders of the Jews, (Jn. 3:3)
-Nicodemus believed in Jesus
“For no man can do these miracles that thou doest except God be with him,” (Jn. 6:2).
Miracles are signs in disciples.
Peter was approved of God by miracles, (Acts 3:6, 7); (Acts 9: 33-35); (Acts 9:37- 42); (Acts 5:15:16).
Phillip was approved of God by miracles (Acts 8:6- 8, 13).
Stephen was approved of God by Miracles (Acts 6:8).
Converts were approved of God by miracles, (Mk. 16:20).
“And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret? But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet show I unto you a more excellent way,” (1Cor. 12:28 -31).
-(Eph. 4:11), says ? Jesus gave.” This passage says, “God sets.”
-The Corinthian passage calls the Body of Christ the Church.
-The Church is the Body of Christ.
-The Body of Christ is the Church.
-God sets ministry gifts in the Church - not man.
There is a vast difference between God’s setting some in the Church and man’s setting some in the Church.
A study of Church history reveals how down through the centuries various groups have endeavored to get back to what they call New Testament practices.
They’ve set up organizations which often were something man manufactured - something in the flesh, something carnal.
-They ”called” and “Set” people who had no divine calling into certain offices
-This unscriptural
-God does the setting.
-God does the calling.
You do not enter the ministry, any phase of it, just because?you” feel it is a holy calling and you’d like to respond.
-You cannot make yourself a ministry gift.
-It is dangerous to do something just because ‘you” want to do it.
-You never enter the ministry because “someone else” tells you that you are suited for it.
In the Biblical sense, a miracle is an extraordinary event which takes place in a manner contrary to the regularly observed processes of nature.
The source of the miraculous occurrence is the Power of God.
The Old Testament is those connected with the Exodus and wilderness wanderings, and the groups of miracles attributed to Elijah and Elisha.
The supreme miracle in the Bible is, the resurrection of Jesus Christ, turning what appeared to be a supreme tragedy into a supreme triumph over the forces of evil and the power of death.
During Jesus’ life, he performed many miracles, a fact which even his enemies acknowledged.
He did not do miracles too merely to dazzle his audience or to gain to reputation as a wonder-worker; this is made clear by his refusal to comply with request for “sign,” (Matt. 12:38-40; 16:4; etc.).
Miracles served rather as heralds of the messianic age, (Matt. 11:4- 5); (Lk. 7:22).
They were designed to stir the people to belief and repentance (Matt 11:20-21); (Lk. 10:13).
Jesus’ apostles were also endowed with the power to perform miracles. (See Matt. 10:1,8; 6:7); (Lk. 8:1; 10:19); (Jn. 14:12); (Acts 1:8; 2:43; 3:6-7; 9:36-42; 16:16-18).
Jesus is sitting at the right hand of the Throne of God, interceding for us, and all our problems!
“. . . Come boldly to Throne of Grace, that ye may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need,” (Heb. 4:12).
Miracles confirmed the Christian gospel and assisted in the establishment of a firm foundation for the church.
Everywhere the Disciples preached and healed the sick and cast out devils, multitudes turned to Christ!
“The city of Samaria gave heed to the WORD that Philip sake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. For unclean spirits, crying with old voices came out of many that were possessed: many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed. And there was great joy in that city,” (Acts 8:5-8).
All the inhabitants of Sharon and Lydda “turned to the Lord when Peter told Aeneas, which had kept his bed eight years, sick of the palsy, “Jesus Christ maketh three whole. Arise and make thy bed. And he Arose immediately,” (Acts 9:33-35).
“Many believed in Joppa when Peter raised Dorcas from the dead,” (Acts9:42).
“Some of the converts were <men of Cyprus and Cyrene, when they were come to Antioch, they ?spake unto the Creeks, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned to the Lord,” (Acts 11:19-21).
“The People at Lystra thought God had come down to them when they saw the crippled man leap and walk at Paul’s command,” (Acts 14:8-18).
“And by the hands of the Apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people, and believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women. Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, that at the least the Shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them. There came also a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, Bringing sick folks, and them which were vexed with unclean spirits; and they were HEALED EVERYONE,” (Acts 5:12-16).
MIRACLES GIVEN IN OLD TESTAMENT
If God gave this gift to Old Testament and New Testament Saints, why would he take this gift from today’s church?
(Acts 10:34), “Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons.”
The devil is still around today.
Old Testament Miracles
David said in (Psa. 103:3), “Bless the Lord . . . and forget not all His Benefits: Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases.”
Healing is still a benefit by those who needed it and will accept Christ’s healing touch!
Moses and Aaron:
1. Rod made serpent, (Ex. 4:3; 7:10).
2. Rod Restored, (Ex. 4:4).
3. Hands (Aaron & Marian) made leprous, (Ex. 4:6,7).
4. Water turned into blood, (Ex. 4:9, 30).
5. River Into blood, (Ex. 7:20).
6. Frogs, (Ex. 8:6, 13).
7. Flies, (Ex. 8:21, 31.Boils, (Ex. 9:10).
8. Locusts, (Ex. 10:13, 9).
9. Darkness, (Ex. 10:22).
10. First born destroyed, (Ex. 12:29).
11. Sea divided, (Ex. 14:21).
12. Egyptians overwhelmed, (Ex. 14:26-29).
13. Water sweetened, (Ex. 15:25).
14. Water from rock, (Ex. 17:6).
15. Amalek vanquished, (Ex. 17:11).
16. Destruction of Korah, (Nu. 16:32).
17. Water from rock in Kadesh, (Nu.20: 11).
18. Brazen Serpent, (Nu. 21:8).
19. Aaron’s rod blossoms, (Nu. 17:8).
Joshua
1. Jordan divided, (Jos. 3).
2. Jericho taken. (Jos. 6).
3. Sun and moon Stayed, (Jos. 10:12).
Samson
1. Lion Slain, (Jud. 14:6).
2. Philistines Killed, (Jud. 14:19).
3. Dagon’s house down, (Jud. 16:30).
Samuel
1. Thunder and rain, (I Sam. 12:18).
Prophet of Judah.
1. Jeroboam’s hand withered, (I Kin. 13:4).
2. Altar rent, (I Kin. 13).
3. Hand restored, (I Kin. 13:6).
Elijah
1. Drought, (I Kin. 17:1; Jam. 5:17).
2. Meal and oil multiplied, (I Kin. 17:14).
3. Child restored to life, (I Kin. 17:22).
4. Sacrifice consumed by fire (I Kin. 18:38).
5. Captains and men slain by fire; (II Kin.. 1:10).
6. Rain induced, (I Kin. 18; 41).
7. Waters of Jordan divided, (II Kin.. 2:8).
Elisha
1. Jordan divided, (II Kin.. 2:14).
2. Water healed, (II Kin.. 2:21).
3. Mocking children were torn by bears, (II Kin.. 2:24).
4. Water supplied, (II Kin.. 3:16).
5. Widows’ oil multiplied, (II Kin.. 4:5).
6. Pottage rendered harmless, (II Kin.. 4:41).
7. Loves multiplied, (II Kin.. 4:53).
8. A child raised to life, (II Kin.. 4:35).
9. Naaman healed, (II Kin.. 5:10).
10. Gehazi struck with leprosy, (II Kin.. 5:27).
11. Iron caused to float, (II Kin.. 6:6).
12. Syrians were smitten, (II Kin.. 6:18).
13. Resurrection of a man, (II Kin.. 13:21).
Isaiah
1. Hezekiah healed, (II Kin.. 20:7).
2. Shadow put back, (2: Kin.. 20:11).
New Testament:
Jesus
1. Water changed to wine, (Jn. 2:9).
2. Nobleman’s son, (Jn. 4:46).
3. Drought of fishes, (Lk. 5:6).
4. Demoniac in the synagogue, (Mk, 1:26; Lk. 4:35).
5. Peter’s mother-in-law healed, (Matt. 8:14; Mk. 1:31, Lu. 4:38).
6. Cleansing the leper, (Mt. 8:3; Mk. 1:41; Lk. 5:13).
7. Paralytic, (Matt. 9:2; Mk. 2:3; Lk. 5:18).
8. Impotent man healed, (Jn. 5:5).
9. Withered hand, (Mt. 12:10; Mk 3:1; Lk. 6:6).
10. Centurions’ servant, (Mt. 8:5; Lk. 7:2).
11. Raising the widow’s son, (Lk. 7:11).
12. Demoniac, (Mt. 12:22; Lk. 7:11).
13. Tempests stilled, (Mt. 8:26; Mk. 4:39; Lk. 8:24).
14. Raising of Jarius’ daughter, (Mt. 9:18; Mk. 5: 42; Lk. 8:41).
15. Issue of Blood, (Matt. 9:20; Mk. 5:25; Lk. 8:43).
16. Blind men, (Mt. 9:27).
17. Demoniac, (Mt. 9:32).
18. Feeding five thousand, 9Mt. 14:15; Mk 9:41; Lk. 9:12; Jn. 6:5).
19. Walking on the sea, (Mt. 14:25; Mk. 6:26; Lk. 9:37).
20. The daughter of Syro-Phoenician, (Mt. 15:22; Mk. 7:25).
21. Feeding the four thousand, (Mt. 15:32; Mk. 8:8).
22. Deaf and dumb healed, (Mk 7:33).
23. Blind man, (Mk. 8:23).
24. A lunatic child, (Mt. 17:14; Mk. 9:26; Lk. 9:37).
25. Tribute money, (Mt. 17:24).
26. Ten lepers, (Lk. 17:12).
27. Blind man, (Jn. 9:1).
28. Lazarus raised, (Jn. 11).
29. Heals the woman with the spirit of infirmity,( Lk. 13:11).
30. Man with dropsy, (L. 14:2).
31. Blind men. (Mt. 20:30; Mk. 10:46).
32. Cursing the fig-tree, (Mt. 21:19).
33. Malchus healed, (Lk. 22:51).
34. Second drought of fishes, (Jn. 21:6).
35. His resurrection, (Lk. 24:6; Jn. 10:18).
36. Appearing to his disciples. (Mt. 14:14; 15:29-31).
37. Ascension to heaven. (Mk .16:19).
Peter.
1. Lame man cured, (Act. 3:7).
2. Ananias and Sapphira, (Act 5:5; 5:10).
3. Aeneas, (Acts :34); Dorcas, (Acts 9:40).
Paul
1. Elymas blinded, (Acts 13:11).
2. Lame man cured, (Acts 14:10).
3. Damsel with the spirit of divination, (Acts 16:18; 19:11).
4. Eutychus restored to life, (Acts 20:10).
5. Viper’s bite, (Acts 28:5).
6. Father of Publius healed, (Acts 28:8.
7. Other special miracles by Paul, (Acts. 14:3; 19.11.
Miracles performed by the disciples and apostles.
1. By the seventy, (Lk. 10-17).
By Stephen, (Acts 6:8).
By Philip, (Acts 8:6-13).
Design of, that men might know the power of the Lord.13.
Mark dedicates more of his account to Jesus’ miracles than any of the other Gospel writers. For Mark, these miracles were demonstration of Jesus’ power. His power over disease, death, to provide food, His authority to forgive sin, the forces of evil, power over evil spirits not in His immediate proximity, power to heal the blind, and even over nature.14
1. Many flocked to Him to be healed and fed. Some wondered who Jesus was. However, others followed Him.
Chapter Eleven
The Gift of Discerning of Spirits
WHAT IS THE GIFT OF DISCERNING OF SPIRITS?
It is supernatural insight into the realm of spirits.
Discerning of spirits gives one the power to see supernaturally into the spirit there are many kinds of supernatural spirits:
Spirit of God
"You can't look on my face, but I am going to hide you in the cleft of the rock and put my hand over your face, and I am going to pass by and let you see my back parts."
-Devil spirits
-Human Spirits
-Angel Spirit
-Fallen Angels
HUMAN SPIRITS
"For to one is given by the Spirit. . . to another discerning of spirits; . . But all these worketh that one and the selfsame spirit . . ." (I Cor. 12:8- 11).
Leaving astral projection or soul travel
“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,” (I Thess. 5:23).
Paul made an astonishing statement in his letter to the church in Corinth. "It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father’s wife." (1 Cor. 5:1).
A son had taken his stepmother away from his father and was living with her in sin. Paul said, " . . . “When ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus," (I Cor. 4,5). He was saying, "My spirit is going to be there. I am going to see what you do."
DISCERNING OF SPIRITS
What is the gift of Discerning of Spirits?
It is supernatural insight into the realm of spirits. The discerning of spirits gives one the power to see supernaturally into the spirit sphere. God is a Spirit, Holy Spirit . . . Spirit of God. "You can't look on my face, but I am going to hide you in the cleft of the rock and put my hand over your face, and I am going to pass by and let you see my back parts," (Ex. 33:22). Moses was seeing into the spirit realm. He discerned the likeness of God.
The prophet Isaiah also saw the Lord. "In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up . . ." (Isa. 6:1).
Satan is called the "ruler of the demons" (Matt. 9:34; 12:24); (Mk. 3:22); (Lk. 11:15); (Gk. archonti ton daimonion). Satan is also a spirit who rules over DEMONS (Gk. daimon, and its derivative daimonion). This was used once in the New Testament in (Acts 17:18). They are "foreign gods"; "deities," for deity, but this is usually referring to the ministers of the devil, (Lk. 4:35; 9:1, 42); (Jn. 10:21). These are inferior spirit beings, Satan's angels who "did not keep their own domain," (Jude 6); (Matt. 25:41); (Rev. 12:7, 9).
“The manifestation of the Holy Spirit is given to every man to profit. To one is given by the (Holy) Spirit he word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Holy Spirit; to another faith by the same (Holy) Spirit. To another gifts of healing by the same Holy Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another DISCERNING OF (between good and evil) SPIRITS; to another the interpretation of tongues; all these works (are from) that one and same Holy Spirit,” (1 Cor. 12:7-11).
According to the Word of God, demons enter into the body of a person to vex him with diseases, (Matt. 9:33; 17:18); (Lk. 4:35, 41; 8:30, 32-33), and person was possessed by a demon when he suffered from some exceptionally severe disease. Several were shown as possessed and acted and spoke as though mad, (Matt. 11:18); (Lk. 7:33); (Jn. 7:20).
DEMONIC SPIRITS
DEMON (Gk. daimon, and its derivative daimonion)
Used once in the NT (Acts 17:18, NIV, "foreign gods"; NASB, "deities," see marg.) for deity, but usually referring to the ministers of the devil (Lk. 4:35; 9:1,42); (Jn. 10:21); etc.); Inferior spirit beings, Satan's angels who "did not keep their own domain" (Jude 6); (Matt. 25:41); (Rev. 12:7, 9).
HOLY SPIRIT
As Jehovah
“And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, Is the LORD among us, or not?” (Exod. 17:7).
“Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, Today if ye will hear his voice, Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years,” (Heb. 3:7- 9).
“And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the LORD will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream,” (Num. 12:6).
“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost,” (II Pet. 1:21).
As Jehovah of hosts
“And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory,” (Isa. 6:3).
“Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me. And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed,” (Isa. 6:8-10).
“And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that Paul had spoken one word, well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers…” (Acts 28: 25).
As Jehovah, Most High
“And they sinned yet more against him by provoking the most High in the wilderness,” (Psa. 78:17).
“Therefore the LORD heard this, and was wroth: so a fire was kindled against Jacob, and anger also came up against Israel;” (Psa. 78:21).
Being invoked as Jehovah
“And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word:” (Lk. 2:26-29).
“And being let go, they went to their own company, and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said unto them. And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is: Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things,” (Acts 4:23-25)?
“Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus,” (Acts 1:16)
“For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take,” (Acts 1:20).
“And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ,” (II Thess.3:5).
As called God
“But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God,” (Acts 5:3-4).
As joined with the Father and the Son in the baptismal formula.
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,” (Matt. 28:19).
As eternal
“How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God,” (Heb. 9:14)?
As omnipresent
“Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. If I say, surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me. ...” (Psa. 139:7-13).
As omniscient
“But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God,” (I Cor. 2:10).
As omnipotent
“And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God,” (Lk. 1:35).
“Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ,” (Rom. 15:19).
As the Spirit of glory and of God
“If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified,” (I Pet. 4:14).
As Creator
“And God said Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them,” (Gen. 1:26-27).
As equal to, and one with the Father.
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:” (Matt. 28:19).
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen,” (II Cor.13:14).
As Sovereign Disposer of all things
“And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou,” (Dan. 4:35)?
“And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all,” (I Cor. 12:6).
“But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will,” (I Cor. 12: 11).
As Author of the new birth
“Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit,” (Jn, 3:5-6).
“For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith,” (I Jn. 5:4).
As raising Christ from the dead
“Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it,” (Acts 2:24).
“For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:” (I Pet. 3:18).
“Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,” (Heb.13:20).
“And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:” (Rom. 1:4).
As inspiring Scripture
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:” (II Tim. 3:16).
“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost,” (II Pet. 1: 21).
As the source of wisdom
“For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit…” (I Cor. 12:8).
“And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;” (Isa. 11:2,).
“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come,” (Jn. 16:13).
“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you,” (Jn. 14:26).
As the source of miraculous power
“But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you,” (Matt 12:28).
“But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom of God is come upon you,” (Lk. 11:20).
“And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul:” (Acts 19:11).
“Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ” (Rom. 15:19).
As appointing and sending ministers
“As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them,” (Acts 13:2).
“So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus,” (Acts 13:4,).
As directing where the gospel should be preached
“Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia, After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not,” (Acts 16:6-7).
“And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them,” (Acts 16:10).
As dwelling in saints
“Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you,” (Jn. 14:17).
“And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; and so falling down on his face he will worship God, and report that God is in you of a truth,” (I Cor. 14:25).
“Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you,” (I Cor. 3:16)?
“What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own,” (I Cor. 6:19)?”
As Comforter of the Church
“Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied,” (Acts 9:31).
“Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort;” (II Cor. 1:3).
As sanctifying the Church
“And the heathen shall know that I the LORD do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for evermore,” (Ezek. 37:28).
“That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost...” (Rom. 15:16).
As the Witness
“Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before…” (Heb. 10:15).
“If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son,” (I Jn. 5:9).
As convincing of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment
“And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe not on me; Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged” (Jn. 16:8-11).
ANGELS, FALLEN
Besides the good, elect, and unfallen angels two classes of fallen angels exist
The angels who are imprisoned and follow Satan as their leader
These apparently are identical with the demons (which see).
During the Great Tribulation war will ensue between "Michael and his angels" and "the dragon and his angels," (Rev. 12:7).
“The dragon will be cast out of the heavenlies upon the earth and his angels with him,” (12:8-9).
These are remanded to the abyss at the second coming of Christ (20:1-3).
They will be consigned to the lake of fire after their final post millennial revolt, (Matt. 25:41); (Rev. 20:10).
The angels who are imprisoned are the more wicked spirits that did not maintain their original estate "but abandoned their proper abode," being "kept in eternal bonds under darkness" awaiting judgment (Jude 6); (II Pet. 2:4); (I Cor. 6:3).
Many Bible teachers hold that they include the fallen angels that cohabited with mortal women, (Gen. 6:1-2).
They were imprisoned in the nether world as a special punishment for their crime of breaking through God- ordained orders of being.
Special authority given by the Holy Spirit to cause one to discern what category of spirit that is being manifested…
BY THE HOLY SPIRIT
“And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord; 3 And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears:” (Isa. 11:2-3).
“Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man,” (I Cor. 2:12-15).
“To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:” (I Cor. 12:10).
GIFTS ARE FREE
“Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. 18 And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, 19 Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. 20 But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money” (Acts 8:17-20).
Chapter Twelve
Deliverance in Old Testament
DEMONIC SPRITS
Spirit attacking King Saul
“But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord troubled him. And Saul's servants said unto him, Behold now, an evil spirit from God troubleth thee. Let our lord now command thy servants, [which are] before thee, to seek out a man, [who is] a cunning player on an harp: and it shall come to pass, when the evil spirit from God is upon thee, that he shall play with his hand, and thou shalt be well. And Saul said unto his servants, Provide me now a man that can play well, and bring [him] to me. Then answered one of the servants, and said, Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, [that is] cunning in playing, and a mighty valiant man, and a man of war, and prudent in matters, and a comely person, and the Lord [is] with him. Wherefore Saul sent messengers unto Jesse, and said, Send me David thy son, which [is] with the sheep. And Jesse took an ass [laden] with bread, and a bottle of wine, and a kid, and sent [them] by David his son unto Saul. And David came to Saul, and stood before him: and he loved him greatly; and he became his armourbearer. And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, Let David, I pray thee, stand before me; for he hath found favour in my sight. And it came to pass, when the [evil] spirit from God was upon Saul, that David took an harp, and played with his hand: so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit departed from him,” (I Sam. 16:14).
EVIL SPIRIT FROM GOD
“And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil spirit from God came upon Saul, and he prophesied in the midst of the house: and David played with his hand, as at other times: and [there was] a javelin in Saul's hand. And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will smite David even to the wall [with it]. And David avoided out of his presence twice,” (I Sam. 18:10-11).
EVIL SPIRITS DRIVE TO CRIMINAL ACTIVITY
“And the evil spirit from the Lord was upon Saul, as he sat in his house with his javelin in his hand: and David played with [his] hand. And Saul sought to smite David even to the wall with the javelin; but he slipped away out of Saul's presence, and he smote the javelin into the wall: and David fled, and escaped that night,” (I Samuel 19:9-10).
EVIL SPIRIT MUST HAVE GOD’S PERMISSION
“And there came forth a spirit, and stood before the Lord, and said, I will persuade him. And the Lord said unto him, wherewith? And he said, I will go forth, and I will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And he said, Thou shalt persuade [him], and prevail also: go forth, and do so. Now therefore, behold, the Lord hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of all thy prophets, and the Lord hath spoken evil concerning thee,” (I Kin. 22:21-23).
MOSES WAS SEEING INTO SPIRIT REALM
Discerned the likeness of God
ISAIAH
"In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up . . ." (Isa. 6:1).
Chapter Thirteen
Discerning of Spirits
TWO SPIRITUAL SOURCES
Anyone who refuses to acknowledge the Lordship of Jesus Christ cannot be sent from God, (Mk. 9:39; I Cor.12:3; I Jn. 4:1-3, 6).
How can a false ministry be recognized?
"By their fruits ye shall know them," (Matt. 7:15).
"He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory."
A god-ordained ministry glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ, (Jn. 7:18; 16-14).
An unfulfilled prophecy is the word of a prophet who has spoken presumptuously. (Deut. 18:21:22).
If a sign of wonder predicted comes to pass, but the person entices the people follow after another god,
"Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet," (Deut. 13:1-5).
If anyone "that cometh preacheth, Another Jesus . . . Another Spirit?
He is not sent from God (II Cor.11:4, Gal. 1:6, 9).
If the message delivered is contrary to the written Word of God.
The ministry must obviously be false. (Isa. 8:20).
Since deception is Satan's chief device, his followers do not appear to be evil.
Ministers not sent by God will disguise themselves,
“In sheep's clothing
“But inwardly they are ravening wolves," (Ezek. 22:15; 27-28; Matt. 7:15)
They appear as angels of light. (II Cor.11:1-4, 13-15).
Signs and wonders alone cannot determine whether the source of the Supernatural manifestation is of God or the devil; because Satan can also perform lying miracles, (Exod. 7:11; 8:17-19); (Deut. 13:1-5); (Matt. 24:24); (Mk. 13:22); (II Thess. 2:9); (Rev. 13:13-14; 16:14, 19:20).
Scripture clearly warns of the coming of false apostles, prophets, and teachers, (Acts 20:28-30); (II Tim. 4:2; 3; 4); (II Pet. 2:1-3) etc. “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.”
“In journeying often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren…” (II Cor. 11:26).
God has by His Spirit provided for the body of Christ to discern between the true and the false. (I Cor.12:8-10).
How can false prophets be recognized?
“For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him,” (2Cor. 11:4).
Attribute their "power" or authority to another beside the Holy Spirit? (Rom.8: 15).
Is theirs the same gospel as was taught by the Lord Himself? (Gal. 1:6-2).
The two evidences of true apostleship are mentioned in (II Cor.12:11-12).
“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world,” (I Jn. 4:1).
DEMONSTRATION OF DISCERNING SPIRITS
1. Father.
2. Son.
3. Holy Spirit.
4. Demons
5. Angels
6. Human spirits
SUPERNATURAL DISCERNING SPIRITS
Howard Carter said: "If one was informed about a spirit but had no vision of the spirit, he would not discern it. But, by the discerning of a spirit we see beyond the sphere for which we have been created since we are a natural being. The discerning of spirit is only by the revelation of the Holy Spirit that we can perceive the things that live in the spirit world.”
The discerning of evil spirits is included.
Too many times people have thought that seeing demons and devils is what this gift consists of.
It deals with spirits that exist in the spirit realm, whether they are divine, satanic, or human.
“Bless the LORD, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word,” (Psa. 103:20).
“The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels,” (Matt. 13:39).
“For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also…” (Jam. 2:26).
DISCERNMENT – DULLNESS
“Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people,” (1Kin. 3:9)?
“Without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful,” (Rom. 1:31).
“Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is…” (Eph. 5:17).
“And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus,” (Phil. 4:7).
“Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive: For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them,” (Acts 28:26-27).
DISCERNING BEHIND BEHAVIOR
Supernatural manifestations can come from different sources. Many things that seem miraculous or supernatural to actually do not come from God…
“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;” (1Tim. 4:1).
SATAN IS ALSO A SUPERNATURAL BEING
Some people are ready to follow anything that is supernatural or spectacular, whether it is proven by the Scriptures to be of God or not.
“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world,” (1Jn. 4:1).
Notice Corinthians twelve; "God hath set some in the Church.”
"It is given to Every Man, "All in All.”
“Dividing to every man, "member necessary," as it hath pleased Him."
“But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.” (I Cor. 12:11).
Spiritual gifts are not only for superintendents, presbyters, bishops, deacons, elders, pastors, and teachers; but there are for BELIEVERS according to
(Mk. 16:15-18). “… For WHOSOEVER WILL . . .” (12:12)
“. . . to every man. . . . ” (I Cor. 12:7).
“ . . which every joint supplieth.” (Eph. 4:16).
“No respect or of persons . . .” (Acts 10:54).
DIRECT REVELATION FROM THE SPIRIT OF GOD
The Discerning of Spirits is always spiritual and must be given direction by the supernatural revelation of the Spirit of God.
Discerning of spirits may be the adjudging the similitude of God, the raised Christ, or the Holy Spirit.
-Some people become more devil conscious than God conscious.
-They give place to the devil and he defeats them in life.
-Jesus said, “And ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free,” (Jn. 8: 32).
DISCERNING NOT JUST OBERVING DEVILS
This gift has to do with the entire class of spirits, including good spirits, (angels) bad spirits, (devils or fallen angels) and human spirits.
“The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels: the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy place,” (Psa. 68:17).
The gift of discerning of spirits is spiritual insight into the spirit world where there are divine spirits as well as evil spirits.
The discerning of spirits can be manifested to reveal three kinds of classes of spirits: angelic, demonic, and human.
“For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty…” (Rev. 16:14).
“He cast upon them the fierceness of his anger, wrath, and indignation, and trouble, by sending evil angels among them,” (Psa. 78:49).
SEVEN SPIRITS BEFORE THRONE OF GOD
“And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead,” (Rev. 3:1).
John's vision was on the Isle of Patmas.
CAN DISCERNMENT BE LEARNED?
It is learned by experience, and it comes with spiritual maturity, (Heb. 5:14).
“Any person who truly desires to do the will of God; "shall now of the doctrine, whether it be of God." (Jn. 7:17); (Neh. 6:12-14).
“The Holy Spirit "will guide you into all truth," for He is our Teacher,” (Jn. 16: 13; 14:26); (I Cor. 2:15); (I Jn. 2:27).
We can be trained to discern truth from error through sound teaching and knowledge of the scriptures. (Heb. 4:12; 11); (I Tim. 3:14 -16); (Ezek. 44:23).
OBJECTS OF PAGAN WORSHIP
“And they shall no more offer their sacrifices unto devils, after whom they have gone a whoring. This shall be a statute forever unto them throughout their generations,” (Lev. 17:7).
“They sacrificed unto devils, not to God; to gods whom they knew not, to new gods that came newly up, whom your fathers feared not,” (Deut. 32:17).
“And he ordained him priests for the high places, and for the devils, and for the calves which he had made,” (II Chron. 11:15).).
“But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils. Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils,” (I Cor. 10:20-22).”
“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;” (I Tim. 4:1).
“And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:” (Rev. 9:20).
Chapter Fourteen
Divers Kinds of Tongues
TONGUES
The Bible shows nine specific Gifts of the Holy Spirit.
"For to one is given by the Spirit . . . to another divers kind of tongues . . . But all these worketh that one and the self-same spirit . . . (I Cor.12:8-11).
"Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues," (1 Cor. 14:39).
What is the gift Divers Kind of Tongues?
The Spiritual gift of divers kind of tongues is a supernatural manifestation of the Spirit of God using man's vocal organs to speak in different kinds of languages, whether earthly or heavenly.
-Divers Kinds of Tongues is not:
-An instinct of the mind.
-A "sanctified tongue of a believer."
-The tongues that came after conversion, (Eph. 1:13)
-Has nothing do with psychology which is a system designed by man?
-Tongues have not passed away; for God said prophecy and the other gifts would pass at the same (I Cor.13:8).
-We still have faith, which is one of the gifts.
-Will not pass away before the great tribulation days after the rapture, (Rev. 11:3)
-What Divers of Tongues consist of:
-A supernatural utterance in different languages, a vocal miracle, a miracle of speech
Language, sometimes heavenly, unknown to the speaker
-One may pray, or praise in tongues without an interpreter because he is not addressing people.
-Tongues with interpretation are equal to prophecy, (I Cor.14:5).
The Spirit may pray through a person, making intercession according to God's will, making everything work for good, (Rom. 8:26-28).
-Building up his faith, (Jude 20)
-Edifying Him, (I Cor.14:4).
-Even when his understanding is unfruitful, (I Cor. 14)
-One must edify himself before he gets to church, (I Cor. 18:19)
-In order to edify the church when he gets there.
-Sign to the unbeliever (I Cor. 22).
-Speaking with tongues is to magnify God, (Acts 10:46).
-It is one of the Gifts of audible revelation.
-Some call these “gift of utterance.”
-Because we hear a spoken revelation
-These include the gift of tongues, the interpretation of tongues and prophecy.
-It is a sign that Jesus said would follow “them that believe,” (Mk. 16:17).
It is a supernatural manifestation, given by the Holy Spirit, which gives the Spirit-filled Christian the ability to speak in a language he has never acquired.
Paul dealt with the subject of “tongues” in clear detail in (Chapter 14, I Cor.).
The supernatural ability to speak a language known to the hearer but not the speaker; also, to speak in an unknown language for the purpose of supernatural interpretation by the speaker himself or by another …
-Greatly misunderstood because Paul asked:
-“Are all prophets? . . . do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?”
-Obviously the answer is No!
These are special Gifts for the use by the Body of Christ for the purpose of God to speak to his people.
-This gift and interpretation are the only gifts not manifested in the Old Testament.
-They are what the seers saw, wondered about, and desired to have. (I Pet. 1:10- 12).
-God intended more than 800 years before Christ to speak to men with stammering lips and other languages, (Isa. 28:11-12).
-What is the purpose of the gift of speaking in tongues. A sign to unbelievers, (I Cor.14:22-23).
-When given with an interpretation, it may be for the edification of the church, (I Cor.14:4).
-For self-education of the believer, (I Cor.14:4).
-Building up of our faith … (Jude 20)
-Spiritual rest and refreshing, (Isa. 28:11,12).
-Yielding of self to God (Jam. 3:3-8).
-It is the evidence of the indwelling Holy Spirit, (Acts 10: 45-47).
BIBLE EXAMPLES
Paul set us an example that every Christian should follow.
Before he went to church he spoke with tongues.
He spoke with tongue more than all the Corinthian church people. (I Cor. 14:18-19).
When he was home or working making tents, he built up his faith praying, singing, or praising God with tongues (I Cor. 14- 15).
The reason he could build up the church was that he first got edified at home and had the faith to cast devils and heal the sick when he got there (I Cor. 14:4; Jude 20).
He taught his members to do the same way-to have it.
When they got there (Jude 26), "But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost…" (Jude 20).
"Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities; for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercessions for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts’ knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. We know that all things work together for good to them that love God to them who are the called a according to his purpose.” (Rom. 8:26-29)
According to (I Cor.14: 27), state in public meetings the command is tongues should be allowed in anyone service, and that provided they are truly interpreted. The order should be by course with the first message being interpreted before a second, if any, is given. One who thus speaks should pray for the interpretation himself, (I Cor. 14: 13).
-Otherwise, his words may be interpreted by another gifted to do so.
-Even if more than one person speaks the rule is no more than a total of messages in a single service.
-After that they must remain silent regardless of how much they seem inspired.
-If there is no interpretation to the first message, they likewise must remain silent. (I Cor. 14: 27-28-32).
These laws concerning the gifts of tongues are to be obeyed as the commandment of God, (I Cor. 14: 32-33, 37, 38).
-Tradition says: I forbid you to speak in tongues.
-Speaking in tongues is useless.
-Speaking in tongues is of the devil and it is his power in demonstration.
-These people who speak with tongues are trying to be super spiritual and are magnifying themselves.
BIBLE SPEAKS
The Bible Speaks:
"Forbid not to speak with tongues." (I Cor. 14:39).
"He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself," (I Cor.14:4).
"And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance," (Acts 2:4).
"They heard them speak with tongues and magnify God," (Acts 10:46).
"These signs shall follow them that believe . . . they shall speak with new tongues," (Mk. 17:17 and I Cor. 14:1). "Wherefore tongues are for a sign."
The gift of tongues when in operation will be a message from God to the local assembly of saints that have gathered in His name.
Therefore, it is to be interpreted that the people may hear what the Spirit saith to the Church.
IT’S SUPERNATURAL
It is supernatural.
It is The Holy Spirit using yielded lips and tongues to speak a message of comfort or exhortation or edification.
The interpretation completes the cycle that the people may understand what the message was and can properly respond in praise and worship to Almighty God.
Acts shows five very specific occasions where the Holy Spirit is received by either an individual or a group.
On three of these occasions, the gift of tongues is immediately manifested, (Acts 2:4; Acts 10:44-46; Acts 19:6).
The fourth and fifth occasion related in the book of acts, the gift of tongues is not mentioned.
GIFTS TO CONTINUE IN CHURCH
Let us close with this Scripture that we examined earlier. Paul wrote to this Corinthian church about the gifts of the Holy Spirit (chapter 12). He showed (chapter 13) how they would continue during the Church Age in their partial, incomplete state and then would be brought to fullness at the Second Coming of Christ.
And Paul (I Cor. 1:7-8) clearly encouraged his hearers to expect to “not lack any spiritual gift ... to the end,” right up to the “day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
And that is my encouragement to the Lord’s Church today. Preach the Word of God. Teach the Word of God. Share the Word of God in your personal testimony and witnessing. And expect God will confirm His word with “signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit” (Heb. 2:4).
“And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb,” (Rev. 22:1).
“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely, (Rev. 22:17).
MUST BE SPIRITUALLY JUDGED
With the tremendous restoration of the gift of prophecy, there is no doubt some excesses manifest.
That is the reason the gift of interpretation that Paul also declares that not only can all prophecy one by one, but "let others judge."
When anyone speaking in the church, whether by preaching or any gift of utterance, we all should be in such a spiritual place that we can rightly judge whether it is of God or another spirit:
-Remember in prophecy three different spirits may be performing.
-The Spirit of God
-The Spirit of a demon
-The human Spirit of a man or woman
We can no longer afford the faith paralyzing traditions that have long held the church back from the fullness of God’s power gifts and the complete restoration of the Jesus ministry. The church now must return to the Word of God and accept it in truth as it is and act upon its promises and provisions. We shall then see the fullness of God’s power flow in the Church and the gifts to the Spirit will be totally restored in all their glory and power.
“And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God,” (1Cor.2:4-5).
“Therefore you do NOT LACK any SPIRITUAL GIFT as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will keep you strong to the END, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ,” (I Cor. 1:7-8).
HOLY SPIRIT IS ADMINISTRATOR OF CHURCH
The Holy Ghost forbade Paul and Timothy to preach the Word in Asia, and told them not to go to Bithynia, (Acts 17: 6-7).
It would be wonderful if all of God’s ministers would, “hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”
The Holy Ghost spoke to the early Church in Jerusalem and told the ministers not to lay too heavy a burden on the people, (Acts 15:28).
-Some go to extremes trying to seek personal guidance with this gift.
-The Holy Ghost will guide and teach us and lead us in personal affairs, (Jn. 16).
-The Holy Ghost still speaks to His people just as Jesus said He would. (Jn. 16:13).
-Two or three messages may be given in tongues, with one interpreter. (I Cor.14:27).
Unless an interpretation is given, however, it is better in the assembly (for the edification of others) to speak with the understanding (mind, or soul). (I Cor.14:6-13, 19, 28).
In contrast to the one who speaks in tongues, the prophet speaks to people to edify, exhort, and comfort.
In (Rom. 12:8), "exhortation" is listed as a charismatic ability separate from prophecy.
Remember also that Paul encouraged the Thessalonians to undertake these tasks in regard to one another (I Thess. 5:11; 5:1 4).
In the Thessalonians letter they were not treated as gifts.
Chapter Fifteen
Interpretation of Tongues
TONGUES INTERPRETATION
The Bible shows nine specific Gifts of the Holy Spirit.
“For to one is given by the Spirit . . . interpretation of tongues; but all these worketh that one and the self-same spirit . . . ,” (I Cor. 12:8-11).
What is the interpretation of tongues?
The spiritual gift of the interpretation of tongues is the supernatural manifestation of the Spirit of God using one’s vocal organs.
-Giving utterance in own language.
-Telling the meaning of the words which have been spoken with tongues.
-Technically called “glossolalia”
The God-given ability (not to understand but) to supernaturally utter the translation in the language of the hearers of that which has been said in the unknown tongue.
Prophecy is for believers-they recognize when God is speaking.
Tongues and interpretation equals prophecy but the tongues "are for a sign to the unbeliever" that he might be alerted to hear what God has to say,” (I Cor. 14:5).
"When He, the Spirit . . . is come, he will guide you into all truth . . . and shew you things to come." (Jn. 14:13).
"Quench not the Spirit, Despise not prophesying," (I Thess. 5:19, 20).
"Let all things be done unto edifying. Let all things be done decently and in order." (I Cor. 14:26, 40).
The early church, speaking in tongues was accepted as common occurrence in the assembly of believers.
APOSTLE PAUL SPEAKS IN TONGUES
What was Paul's attitude toward the gift?
Acts makes many references to speaking in tongues, relating it to the baptism of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:4; 10:45-47; 19:6).
Paul approved of speaking in tongues, and he encouraged the Corinthian Church to excel in it.
His epistle to the Corinthians reveals how extensively he exercised the gift in his own prayer life, (I Cor.14: 5, 23, 26).
-Operation of the gift is not to be forbidden. (I Cor. 14:39); (II Thess. 5:19).
-It is telling the meaning of what is spoken in a supernatural language.
-It is a vocal miracle.
-The meaning may be told in divers manners (I Cor. 12:6, 14:6).
-Tongues and interpretation of tongues are only in the grace dispensation of church period.
TONGUES IN DANIEL
The interpretation recorded in the fifth chapter of Daniel was an interrelation of a supernatural language, but not of tongues.
Daniel was used to interpret the heavenly language written on the wall (Dan. 5)
Consisted of many times the number of words on the wall…
TONGUES THROUGH PRAISE, SONGS AND MESSAGES
It is possible sometimes to get the interpretation of prayers, psalms, praise, songs, and a message to people.
The leader of an assembly is not required to wait until the “official interpreter” (if there be such a thing) is there for a message in tongues is given and interpreted; for will give the interpretation to the Leader, (I Cor. 14:13).
-It is not always in the first person, but can be in the second or third person.
-"Behold. I am coming soon; be ye ready."
-"The lord says He is coming soon and He says for you to be ready."
-To any Spirit-filled person.
-Cannot be used if there has been no supernatural tongues spoken.
-What is the purpose and place of glossolalia in the assembly?
-Many places in the Bible records that the Holy Ghost said:
-Or hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.
-It is not known in every case whether it was interpretation or prophecy.
-We know that the gift of interpretation was set in the Church (I Cor. 12).
-It is necessary, (I Cor. 12: 22.)
TONGUES NEVER REMOVED
Never taken out of the church
Used all down through Church history
Paul taught his members to use it in his church (I Cor. 14).
Paul says interpretation of tongues is equal to a prophecy (I Cor. 14:15).
God says for us to pray for the gift of interpretation, (I Cor. 14: 5.)
If we speak with tongues and for us all to speak with tongues, (I Cor. 5, 13).
Paul said let someone interpret (vs. 27).
The Holy Ghost spoke to the early Church and gave them instruction, (Acts 13:2).
It is possible that Agabus spoke with tongues and interpreted when he “signified by the Spirit,” (Acts 11:28).
INTERPRETATION IS NOT
What Interpretation of Tongues is not.
-Not learned at school but given by the Holy Spirit in a moment of time.
INSPIRATION OF THE MIND
This gift is not repetition of scripture but can sometimes the Holy Spirit may speak of the Scriptures sometimes.
It is not and cannot be used if there has been no supernatural tongues spoken. It is not learned but be given by the Holy Spirit in a moment of time to any Spirit-filled person.
-God may manifest this gift through any of His children, as He wills.
-We should prefer one who is more experience to use this gift if He is present.
-The leader of an assembly is not required to wait until the "official interpreter."
-God will give the interpretation to the Leader (I Cor .14:5, 13).
-The Holy Ghost spoke to the early Church and gave them instruction (Acts 13:2).
It is possible that Agabus spoke with tongues and interpreted when he “signified by the Spirit,” (Acts 11:28).
-He made a sign by the Spirit.
-Tongues are for a sign (I Cor. 14:22).
-All who speak should interpret (I Cor. 13).
-This man held the Office of a Prophet.
EDIFIES THE CHURCH
The major point is clear; prophecy, because it is intelligible is greater in terms of its ability to edify the church.
“But all things are to be done decently and in order, for the building up of the body of Christ, "God is not the author of confusion . . ." (I Cor.14:26, 33, 40).
In (I Cor. 4), Paul contrasted the edifying quality of each of these gifts.
The contrast between "edifies himself "and "edifies the church" is complementary with the preceding explanation and leads to the conclusion:
In the light of (I Cor. 4, 17, and 28b), it cannot be disputed that Paul revealed that tongues could have a beneficial personal importance.
It must be noted that although "edifies himself" in (verse 4) was not primarily intended to establish a beneficial aspect of glossolalia, it may, in fact, point out what Paul believed to be a positive function of this gift.
It has value for private devotions.
Edifying oneself is, admittedly dims in comparison to the opportunity of edifying the church.
His central feature was on the importance of these two gifts in the heart of the gathered community, and not their value for personal devotions.
Because the one prophesying edifies the congregation 14:3, he is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, "unless" the tongues speaker himself.
Interprets so that the congregation might be edified
Paul expected the tongues speaker who was concerned for edification to interpret his own speech.
If one possessed the gift of tongues and desired to use it for the good the body by interpreting it, and not simply as a banner of spirituality, they he/she would be equal to the prophet.
It is not the gift of tongue plus interpretation is equal to prophecy,
But that the tongues speaker who interprets functions in an edifying fashion as does the prophet.
(I Cor. 13), supports this interpretation.
Paul expected the tongues speakers to pray for the gift of interpretation.
ROLE OF PROPHECY AND TONGUES
The Role of Prophecy and Tongues
The phrase "especially that you may prophesy," in (I Cor.14:1), directs the reader's thought back to (I Cor.12:31) and the emphasis on greater gifts.
Which gifts are greater is foreshadowed in (I Cor.12:21-24).
Greater is a general category and does not anticipate a detailed ranking which would describe one gift as slightly greater than another.
"Greater" does not describe the one operating in the particular gift.
"Greater” in terms of edifying capacity was set over against the spirituals' assessment of greater in term of sign value.
The "greater” gifts, simply stated, are those which are best suited for edifying the community.
Intelligibility of prophecy and unintelligibility of tongues is shown in the first 25 verses (I Cor. 14).
Emphasis falls on "no one understands" which does not mean the tongue is inaudible, but they were unintelligible.
Likewise the phrase, "in his spirit he speaks mysteries" must be interpreted in light of the entire context.
He speaks mysteries explains the phrase "no one understand.”
The tongue speaker, therefore, was contrasted with the prophet who "speaks to men for edification," (I Cor.14:3).
Glossolalia, not interpreted, is simply a mystery to the hearer.
The mysteries of God are worth hearing and therefore should be rationally spoken. (Interpreted).
Glossolalia alone stops short, merely fascinating the church.
Glossolalia can be edifying if interpreted. Prophecy: Divers Kinds of Tongues: Interpretation of Tongues.
There is a great difference between the gift of Prophecy and the Office of the Prophet.
-One is a seer.
-One looks into the future and speaks of what will happen.
-In the Old Testament we have such men as Samuel, Elijah and Elisha.
-Many more filled this great office.
-Agabus and Silas along with the Apostle certainly filled this office.
-Many Times in the Old Testament, the seer was a counselor to kings.
Generally the Old Testament prophet was not only represented God to the people, but also represented the people to God, as did Moses and Samuel.
FORE TELLING
In the New Testament Agabus prophesied that a "great dearth" of famine would come upon the earth during that time.
-It did.
-While generally speaking, prophecy is forth telling, it is possible to also foretell.
-"Ye may all prophesy one at a time." (I Cor. 14:31).
This gift of prophecy that Paul is speaking of would be more in the forth-telling of the wonderful works of God.
It would be utterance divinely inspired on a moment's notice of something from God to edify, to comfort the saints, to build them up in the Lord.
Chapter Sixteen
Destroy the Works of the Devil
THE DEVIL
“He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil,” (I Jn. 3:8).
-Legions of Demons
-Angels
-Cherubim, seraphim, archangels or the host of angels
“Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation,” (Hebr. 1:14)?
SATAN RULER
Satan is called the "ruler of the demons" (Matt. 9:34; 12:24); (Mk. 3:22); (Lk. 11:15);
Greek. archonti ton daimonion)
Demons are said to enter into the body of a person to vex him with diseases (Matt. 9:33; 17:18); (Lk. 4:35, 41; 8:30,32-33); etc.), and a person was believed to be possessed by a demon when he suffered from some exceptionally severe disease or acted and spoke as though mind (Matt. 11:18); (Lk. 7:33); (Jn. 7:20); etc.).
According to a Jewish opinion that passed over to the Christians, demons are the gods of the Gentiles and the authors of idolatry.
Paul, teaching that the gods of the Gentiles are a fiction (I Cor. 8:10-13), makes the beings answering to the heathen conceptions of the gods to be demons, to whom he says they really sacrifice (10:20); in (1 Tim. 4:1).
Deceitful lies are attributed to demons.
They are represented as "kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day" (Jude 6; cf.); (II Pet. 2:4).
JESUS’ BODY IS NOT DIVIDED!
He has one Body. He would not give part of His Church the Supernatural and strip part of it of all the supernatural.
He would be guilty of having respect to a person (Rom. 2:11)
Only One Body . . . not two.
"For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to All Generations,” (Psa. 100).
Writing to the church at Corinth, Paul said:
"Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant." (I Cor. 12:1).
Jesus does not want His church ignorant of His power.
It keeps the Church safe.
Paul made an amazing statement in his letter to the church in Corinth.
"It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife," (I Cor. 5:1).
A son had taken his stepmother away from his father and was living with her in sin.
Paul said,
“In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5 To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus,” (I Cor. 5:4-6). He was saying, "My spirit is going to be there. I am going to see what you do."
SPIRITUAL AWARENESS
Spiritual things are spiritually discerned.
“And David perceived that the LORD had established him king over Israel, and that he had exalted his kingdom for his people Israel's sake,” (2Sam. 5:12).
“And, lo, I perceived that God had not sent him; but that he pronounced this prophecy against me: for Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him,” (Neh. 6:12).
“And I gave my heart to know wisdom, and to know madness and folly: I perceived that this also is vexation of spirit,” ( Eccl. 1:17).
“Then came all the princes unto Jeremiah, and asked him: and he told them according to all these words that the king had commanded. So the left off speaking with him; for the matter was not perceived.” (Jer. 38:27).
NEW TESTAMENT COMPREHENSION
“But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answering said unto them, What reason ye in your hearts?” (Lk. 5:22).
”But he perceived their craftiness, and said unto them, Why tempt ye me?” (Lk. 20:23).
“When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to make him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone,” (Jn. 6:15).
“When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to make him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone,” (Jn. 6:15).
“But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and resurrection of the dead I am called in question.” “Whom I perceived to be accused of questions of their law, but to have nothing laid to his charge worthy of death or of bonds,” (Acts 23:29).
“And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.”(Gal. 2:9).
GIFTS FUNCTION CONJOINTLY
Word of Knowledge, Gift of Faith, Word of Wisdom
Discerning of spirits has nothing to do with the following:
Intuition.
Christian Science
They deny existence of a devil or spirits
Discerning of spirits is not reading someone's mind or thought
One does not need this gift to know about the failure of human spirits.
It’s not discerning of faults, but of spirits.
Discerning of spirits is not to be confused with medium ship, talking to the dead..
Condemned by the Bible
Good or evil tendencies are activated by spirits.
Powers of darkness motivation of the spirit can be caused by demons, such as:
Disobedience, pride, contention, self-pity, lust, nagging, murmuring, stubbornness, uncleanliness, backbiting, complaining, filthiness, deafness, blindness, dumbness, infirmity, lying, stealing, hatred, joking, talkativeness, laziness, tormenting, and thousands of other spoken of in the Bible.
Chapter Seventeen
Demons Really Exist
A PARANORMAL BEING
"And when He had called unto Him His twelve disciples, He gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of diseases," (Matt. 10:1).
Devils can see, (Mk. 3:11).
They talk and shout, (I Kin. 22:20:20-22); (Matt. 12:43-44); (Mk. 1:23-24, 26; 3:11; 5:12; 8:31; 9:26; 12:43-45); (Lk. 4:41); (Acts 8:7; 19:15).
They walk and seek rest. (Matt. 12:43-44).
They seek and accept worship. (Even as Satan himself): (Matt. 4:8-10); (Lk. 4:5-7); (Rev. 13:4, 8, 12); (Lev. 17: 7); (Deut. 32:17); (II Chron. 11:15); (Psa. 106:37); (I Cor. 10:20); (Rev. 9:20).
They fall down and stand still. (I Kin. 22:21).
They can lie and can admit truth, (I Kin. 22: 22); (II Chron. 18:20-22); (Mk. 1:22-24; 5:7-8); (Lk. 4:41; 8:28).
They fear and tremble (Jam. 2: 19); (Matt. 8:28-29); (Mk. 1:23-24; 5:7); (Lk. 8:28).
They are bold, for they approach God to speak.
Even as Satan himself, (Job 1:6-12); (Zach. 3: 1).
They have been seen by man, and are frightening to behold. (1 Sam. 28:13); (Job 4:15); (Rev. 16:13).
They have great strength to overpower men. (Mk. 5:3-4); (Acts 19:16).
Evil spirits can afflict man physically, emotionally, mentally, and spiritually.
Many physical infirmities are caused by the oppression or possession of evil spirits.
POSSESSION
Deafness and dumbness, (Mk. 9:25)
Convulsions, (Mk. 1:26; 9:20; Lk. 9:42)
Dumbness, (Matt. 9:32:33; Mk. 9:17; Lk. 11:14)
Blindness and dumbness, (Matt. 12:22)
Infirmity, (Lk. 13:11)
Fever, (Lk. 4:38-39)
PHYSICAL, MENTAL AND SPIRITUAL REALMS
Demons attack man not only in the physical, but also in the mental and spiritual realms.
1. Insanity. (I Sam. 16:14; 18:10; Mk. 5:15, 18; Lk. 8:27, 35-36).
2. Suicide and Self-destruction, (I Kin., 18:26-28; Matt. 17:15; Mk. 5:5; 9:22; Jn. 10:10)
3. Torment, (I Sam. 16:14; Matt. 4:24).
4. Destruction and murder, (Jn. 10:10a; 13:27; Acts 19:16)
5. Divination, (Acts 16:16)
6. Deception, (I Tim. 4:1)
7. Lying, (I Kin. 22:22; II Chron. 18:20) 22; Jn. 8:44).
8. Contention and strife, (Jud. 9:23)
A person in needs of physical or emotional healing
Therefore, may indeed require spiritual deliverance
Jesus Himself treated the two side by side
(Matt. 4:24; 12:22; 17:18; Mk. 9:28-29; Lk. 6:17-18; 8:36; Acts 5:16; 10:38)
The Holy Ghost anointed Jesus with Power over unclean spirits.
We have same Holy Spirit and the same ability to be anointed, with the same power, with the same measure of power, (Acts 10:38; Jn. 17:7; 14:12).
Jesus said we could do the same works (Mk. 16:17).
"But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you; and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth," (Acts 1:8).
This anointing sets the captive free, (Lk 4:18).
Breaks the yoke and lifts the burden, (Isa. 10:27).
Open prison doors, gives sight to the blind
“Sets at liberty those who are bruised"
Jesus is as powerful as He was when He walked on the face of this earth, (Heb. 13:8).
He is as merciful, compassionate, and truthful, He is a present help in time of need.
He commanded us to observe all things and keep His commandments we will receive this power unto men, (Matt 9:8).
Power over all the power of the Devil, (Lk. 10:19).
“Follow after love, and DESIRE SPIRITUAL GIFTS,” (I Cor. 14:1).
Some teach: Follow after love and fight Spiritual gifts.
"How shall we know the word which the Lord hath not spoken" (Deut. 18:21)?
“God has promised discernment to His people,” (Mal. 3:18).
Shows what gift is in manifestation in a service and how God is working,
Prophets can judge the gifts of tongues, interpretation, and prophecy (I Cor. 14: 25).
To see if the gifts are genuine.
To determine which one is coming from God and which one is coming from the devil.
THE SIGNS FOLLOWING
“God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?” (Hebr. 2:4).
“Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders…” (II Thess. 2:9).
“An evil spirit can cause a person to retreat into a very strange lifestyle.”
Lived in the tombs, (Matt. 8:28).
Wore no clothes, (Lk. 8:27).
Evil spirits are restricted to the limitations placed upon them by God.
Demons can only afflict man as much as God allows them, (Job 1:12; 2-6).
They must receive permission (or "leave") of God to enter a body, (Mk. 5:12-13).
Jesus had control over the demons even to the point of allowing or forbidding them to speak, (Mk. 1:34).
They are spirit, and a "spirit hath not flesh and bones,” (Lk. 24:29).
The amount of demons is not limited to space or volume.
Several demons may therefore inhabit a single body.
One spirit, (Mk. 9:17, etc.,)
Seven devils, (Mk. 16:9); (Lk. 8:2)
Eight demons, (Matt. 12:42-45)
Two thousand, an entire "legion" of demons… (Mk. 5:7, 9, 13); (Lk. 8:26-39).
“And he asked him, what is thy name? And he answered, saying, my name is Legion for we are many,” (Mk. 5:9).
Much confusion can be avoided in the understanding of this passage of scripture when it is realized that those pronouns used in the plural number refer to the evil spirits within the man, than to the man himself.
When referring to the man possessed, the pronouns are singular.
BIBLE EXAMPLES
". . . Certain damsel, possess"Bar-jesus sought to turn away Sergius Paulus from the faith,” with a Spirit of Divination . . ." (Acts 16:16).
All supernatural experiences that happen, are not always from the source of God
(Acts 13:7-10), "Then Paul . . . FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST, set his eyes on him and said, O full of all subtlety and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord?".
Paul first discerned that spirit was there.
Paul first discerned the good spirit in a man. . . . just before healing him.
"Steadfastly beholding him and perceiving he had faith to be healed," (Acts 14:9).
Peter discerned an evil spirit in Simon.
"For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness and the bond of iniquity," (Acts 8:23).
JESUS DISCERNED
Jesus discerned more than 2,000 spirits in one man (Mk. 5).
He discerned seven spirits in Mary.
The spirit of prejudice in James and John
The spirit of covetousness and betrayal in Judas, and the Spirit of pride in Peter…
The disciple of Jesus Christ has been given authority over all the power of the enemy. (Matt. 10:1, 8; Mk. 6:7; Lk. 9:1; Mk. 16:17; Lk. 10:19-20; Jn. 14:12).
We must demand (not request) deliverance in the name of the Lord, (Jude 9).
It is not to the person possessed but to the evil spirit within him that we must speak, (Mk. 5:8; Lk. 8:29; Acts 16:18).
Deliverance must be ministered in the name of the Lord. (Mk. 5:8; Acts 16:18).
Jesus that gives us power and authority for victory in His name; (Matt. 28:18); (I Pet. 3:22); (Phil. 2:9-11).
The name itself, however, is not being used lightly or experimentally.
Must be used by believers.
Consequences for use by unbelievers may be disastrous, (Acts 19:13:16).
Faith is absolutely essential in ministering deliverance, (Matt.17: 19-20).
How may deliverance be obtained?
1. Through the laying on of hands. (Lk. 4:40, 41; 13:11-13).
2. By special miracle of God. (Acts 19:11-12).
3. By prayer and fasting. (Mk. 9:29); (Matt. 17:21); (Isa. 58:6).
4. By a word. (Matt. 8:16).
5. By the anointing upon prophetic music. (I Sam. 16: 14-23); (Isa. 10:27).
6. Praise. (Psa. 32:7).
Sometimes demons will depart only after a time of screaming, tearing the person, thrusting to the ground, causing to foam at the mouth, grind his teeth, and even become rigid and appear as if dead. (Mk. 1:26; 9:42); (Acts 19:16).
Don't have to listen to demons or put up with trouble and commotion they may try to cause during deliverance. (Lk. 4:41).
Command them to be still.
Be quiet.
Don't tear the person.
Stop manifestation and leave.
Bind their ability to network with inside and outside partners.
Hold their peace and come out.
Often a noticeable difference in the appearance and character of person after deliverance of strong demonic oppression or possession… (Mk. 7:30; 9:26; I Sam. 16:15-16).
A demon will oppress its victim continually.
One person was oppressed since his childhood. (Mk. 9:21).
This is not always the case.
Spirits tormented Saul only sometimes.
It would come and go (1 Sam. 16:15, 16; 18:10-12; 19:9).
Why do people sometimes fail to receive their deliverance?
Could be due to a lack of faith on the part of the person trying to minister it? (Matt. 17:16:20); (Mk. 9:18-19).
Some may require that it be proceeding by a time of fasting and prayer, (Matt. 17:21); (Mk. 9:28-29).
Why do some find it difficult to keep their deliverance, once they receive it?
If they continue in evil practices of their past life.
Demons may again seek entrance to its former place of abode, (1 Sam. 16:14-23; 18:6-12; 19:9-16); (Matt. 43-45); (Lk. 11:24-26.)
If a person is not filled with the Spirit after receiving his deliverance
Demons may return with seven more evil spirits.
Condition would then be worse than the first, (Matt. 12:43-45); (Lk. 11:24-26).
EXPERIENCES
If a Christian is to be spiritual and enjoy the gifts of the spirit, his old man must be crucified.
"Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, Fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envying, murders, drunkenness, reveling, and such like . . ." (Gal. 5:19-21).
Hindrances of the gifts can be flesh.
What does Paul mean when he uses the word flesh?
These fifteen words can be categorized into four realms.
Works in the sexual realm
(Immorality (fornication)
Impurity (dirty-mindedness)
Sensuality (Licentiousness)
Works in the Spiritual Realm
Idolatry, Sorcery, (witchcraft) “Pharmakia”
Works in the social realm
Enmities (hatred), Strife (discord), Jealousy, Outburst of anger (fits of rage), Disputes (selfish rivalry), ambition, Dissension (divisions), Factions (party-spirit), Envyings.
Works in the realm of intemperance
Drunkenness, carousing (orgies).
Sensitivity to the Spirit requires that one be dead to the works of the flesh.
The first step to attaining a full-orbed spiritual life is the crucifixion of the Old man. John Wesley called it “entire sanctification.”
A woman came forward one day and she had a sort of shaking manifestation on her body.
She could not be still.
God revealed to me instantly in the spirit that it was not His Spirit through the gift of discerning of spirits.
Then God showed me that she had a hidden sin in her life that had opened her to an evil spirit. I asked her about the sin, she confessed, and God delivered her.
Chapter Eighteen
The Atmosphere of the Gifts
OPERATES WITH THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. (Gal. 5:22-23a).
Love
Joy
Peace
Longsuffering
Kindness
Goodness
Faithfulness
Gentleness
Self-Control
The Spirit however equips the saint to serve, by giving him/her gifts for service. First Corinthians chapters twelve through fourteen deals with the gifts of the Spirit, chapter thirteen refers to the fruit of the Spirit, which is love. It’s important to put the right perception on the gifts and the fruit. Using the gifts of the Spirit without the fruit of “Love” is in vain, this is the point Paul makes. Paul contrasts the gifts of the Spirit with the fruit of the Spirit “Love”.
“Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way. (I Cor. 12; 29-31).
Here Paul refers to a “more excellent” way, which is living in the Spirit, letting the gifts of the Spirit flow out life filled with the fruit of the Spirit.
“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing,” (I Cor. 13:1-2).
Paul compares having the gift of tongues without “Love”, a fruit of the Spirit, as a clanging symbol. Someone might have a gift of the Spirit, but that same person could be in the “flesh”. For example, a person could have fallen, from a state of being spirit filled and still exhibit the “gift of teaching” but that gift could be driven by personal effort as opposed to the Holy Spirit.
Love
“Though I speak with the tongues of men and angels, and have not love, I have become as sounding brass and a clanging cymbal,” (I Cor. 13:1).
Paul uses an intentional exaggeration to illustrate the uselessness of each spirit gift without love.
The Corinthians would readily understand the images of sounding brass or a clanging cymbal, which is an allusion to pagan liturgies.
In (I Cor.13), Paul understands the Holy Spirit’s inspiration of love.
There are four words for love in Greek:
Eros- means a physical sexual desire or erotic sensual love.
Phileo refers to esteem and affection found in casual friendship or tender fondness.
Storge refers to family love.
Agape, love that God has for us
Love (Agape)
The love that God has for us
The word agape, also describes a love that is based on the deliberate choice of the one who loves rather than the worthiness of the one who is loved.
This kind of love goes against natural human inclination.
It is a giving, selfless, expects nothing-in-return kind of love.
Paul’s description of love is short but full of power.17
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another,” (Gal. 5:22 - 26).
(Gal. 5:22-23), lists nine aspects of the fruit of the Spirit.
Love
A self-sacrificial love that comes from a kind of love expressed by God
Joy
The joy that comes from knowing that you are accepted in the Beloved
Peace
The tranquility that comes from knowing we are at peace with God
Long-suffering
Patience and long-suffering while being provoked by an enemy
Comes from knowing that God is Working
Kindness
That disposition that makes people comfortable in our presence
Comes from knowing the mercy we have received.
Goodness
The generosity that gives man what he never could have earned because God alone works it…
Faithfulness
The virtue of reliability
Comes from our reliance on God
Meekness
God-given ability to so master the capacity for anger that one is angry at the right time and for the right reason and for the right length of time…
Comes from knowing God will judge all including myself.
Self-control
Victory over desire
Comes from Spirit control
One cannot take two of these traits and ignore the rest
They are part of a divine package
This fruit of the Spirit is the climate, the atmosphere, in which the Holy Spirit can operate.
Faith worketh by love, (Gal. 5:6)
"The love of Christ which passeth knowledge…" (Eph. 3:19).
The love of Christ in its sweetness, its fulness, its greatness, its faithfulness, passeth all human comprehension… Where shall language be found which shall describe His matchless, His unparalleled love towards the children of men? It is so vast and boundless that, as the swallow but skimmeth the water, and diveth not into its depths, so all descriptive words but touch the surface, while depths immeasurable lie beneath. Well might the poet say, "O love, thou fathomless abyss!"
Charles Spurgeon
For this love of Christ is indeed measureless and fathomless; none can attain unto it. Before we can have any right idea of the love of Jesus, we must understand His previous glory in its height of majesty, and His incarnation upon the earth in all its depths of shame. But who can tell us the majesty of Christ? When He was enthroned in the highest heavens He was very God of very God; by Him were the heavens made, and all the hosts thereof. His own almighty arm upheld the spheres; the praises of cherubim and seraphim perpetually surrounded Him; the full chorus of the hallelujahs of the universe unceasingly flowed to the foot of his throne: He reined supreme above all His creatures, God over all, blessed forever. Who can tell His height of glory then? And who, on the other hand, can tell how low He descended? To be a man was something, to be a man of sorrows was far more; to bleed, and die, and suffer, these were much for Him who was the Son of God; but to suffer such unparalleled agony--to endure a death of shame and desertion by His Father, this is a depth of condescending love which the most inspired mind must utterly fail to fathom. Herein is love! and truly it is love that "passeth knowledge." O let this love fill our hearts with adoring gratitude, and lead us to practical manifestations of its power.
"Wherefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand," (Eph. 6:13).
HOW TO BE BORN AGAIN
Expect changes in your life!
WITNESS
Tell someone at every opportunity that you have accepted Jesus Christ as your personal Savior. This is very important. If you truly love Jesus, you will want to tell others about Him, and He will "manifest" Himself to you.
"That if thou shall confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved," (Rom.10:9-10).
SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE
Read God's word every day. You are a new born babe in Christ, you need spiritual food and it comes from God's Word. Then pray every day and take time to praise His name. Talk to God out loud, just as you would to another person, and in the name of Jesus.
FELLOWSHIP
Pray about where to seek the fellowship of other born again Christians in a strong SPIRIT-FILLED Bible believing church. By studying and praying together, you will be drawn into Christian principles and receive the abundant life in Jesus Christ. Be very careful about your choice of friends. Ask the Lord to bring you true Christian Friends.
“And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers,” (Acts 2:42).
“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness,” (II Cor. 6:14)?
“And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.” (Gal. 2:9).
“And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:” (Eph. 3:9).
“And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them,” (Eph. 5:11).
Chapter Nine
Salvation is a Free Gift from God
HOW TO BE BORN AGAIN
“Ye must be born again." (Jn. 3:7).
Unless you are born again, you have no hope of enjoying the glories of heaven or escaping the terrors of Hell. "Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God," (Jn. 3:3).
Salvation is a free gift of God granted to lost and undeserving men who trust in the righteousness of Christ and humble themselves in submission to his will.
Accept God's Word that He loves you and wants to give you an abundant life.
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life," (Jn. 3:16).
"I am come that they might have life and that they might have it more abundantly," (Jn. 10:10).
REGENERATION
Regeneration is a subject which lies at the very basis of salvation, and we should be very diligent to take heed that we really are "born again," for there are many who fancy they are, who are not. Be assured that the name of a Christian is not the nature of a Christian. Also that being born in a Christian land, and being recognized as professing the Christian religion is of no avail whatever, unless there is something more added to it--the being "born again," is a matter so mysterious, that human words cannot describe it.
“The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be? 10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things? 11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, we speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. 12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things? 13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven.14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 16 For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. 21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God,” (Jn. 3:8-21)
HOW TO BE SAVED
The most important questions of life concerns your well-being or your sorrow throughout eternity depends upon your answer to the questions: Are you saved? Are you sure you will go to heaven when you die? This matter has nothing to do with how good you are, but are you saved?
No one can enjoy the blessings of God or go to Heaven without being saved. Jesus said, to Nicodemus in (Jn. 3:7). Ye must be born again.” God gives us in His Word the only plan for Salvation! You can be saved today.
First, you must realize that you are a sinner. “There is none righteous no not one: for there is no difference. For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God…” (Rom. 3:10:22, 23).
There is no chance to be saved unless you come to realize that you are a sinner. Pray for God is eager to save you.
“Sin bringeth forth death,” (Jam. 1:15). This is spiritual death, separation from God forever and spending your eternal life in Hell. How terrible! Yes, my friend, but it is true. However, God loved you so much that he gave his only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, as your substitute, who bore your sins and died in your place. “He hath made Him (Jesus) to be sin for us who knew sin that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him,” (II Cor. 5:21).
Jesus said, “For whosoever, that includes you, shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved (shall be, not might or can but shall be saved,” (Rom. 10:12).
Jesus Christ died for you! “Who His own self bore our sins in His own body on the tree that we being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness by whose stripes ye were healed,” (I Pet. 2:24).
SALVATION
The Philippian jailer asked the Apostle Paul and Silas, “What must I do to be saved and they said, believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved and thy house,” (Acts 16:31).
You simply believe on Him as the One who bore your sin, died in your place, was buried and was raised for your justification.
What is salvation? It is the act, plan, or result of deliverance or protection from danger, bondage, or sin.
Man is seen as universally in need of salvation which he is unable of himself to bring about. His lost condition may be variously described as corruption, disease, death, fall short of the glory of God, bondage to sin and its consequences, alienation from one’s fellow men and from God, rebellion against God, guilt, anxiety, etc. His own unaided efforts to solve his problems through intellectual, economic, political, social, or psychological skills and techniques are doomed to futility.
Be sure you are saved. You need salvation above everything else in your life. If you lose your soul you miss Heaven and lose all. “If thou shall confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved,” (Rom. 10:9).
GRACE
Do not trust your feelings. Thy change. Stand on God’s promises in the Bible. They never change! “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out,” (Jn. 6:37).
The supreme manifestation of God’s grace, the focal point in the history of salvation, is the cross of Jesus Christ. The significance of this act is viewed under several figures of speech in the New Testament (see Atonement); whether it is spoken of as a ransom paid to redeem enslaved man, an acquittal before the divine bar of justice, or a victory over sin and death, it is clear throughout the effective powers in salvation belongs to God and not to man. Salvation is a free gift of God granted to lost and undeserving men who trust in the righteousness of Christ and humble themselves in submission to his will.
Just pray, “O Lord, I am a sinner, I am sorry, and repent for my all my sin. Have mercy on me and save me for Jesus’ sake. I ask You to forgive me and come into my heart and be my personal Savior. Help me Jesus to forsake my sin life. Please Lord Jesus, increase my faith and confidence in You.
- Now that you are saved, there are four things to practice daily for spiritual growth.
- Pray. You talk to God in Jesus Name.
- Bible. God talks to you!
- Witness. You talk for God to your family and friends.
“Whosoever, therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in Heaven,” (Matt. 10:32).
You should unite yourself with a Bible believing church and be baptized.
WELCOME TO THE FAMILY OF GOD!
PRAY – READ THE BIBLE – AND FAST
"Father be merciful to me a sinner and receive me now for Jesus Christ's sake; cleanse me from my sin by Your precious blood that was shed on the cross for me; fill me with Your Holy Spirit. Teach me to pray each day; to read Your will for my life from your word, the Bible; and help me to worship and serve You in the fellowship of your church. I thank you Lord Jesus Christ. AMEN!
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Manifestations of Gifts of the Holy Spirit
DIFFERENT GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT
BROADCASTER THE WORD
APOSTLE
PROPHET
EVANGELIST
SPEAKER
EXHORTERS
PASTORS
DEMONSTRATORS OF THE WORD
WORKERS
MIRACLES
HEALER
HELPER
PROVIDER
ENCOURAGER
SERVER
ADMINISTRATOR
CONTRIBUTOR
LEADER
Powers of the Holy Spirit
THE HOLY SPIRIT
PENTECOST
RUACH - HOLY SPIRIT - PARAKLETOS
POWER OF GOD
DESCRIBED AS SUPREME
New Men and Women
NEW MEN - NEW CREATIONS
BAPTISM IS DIFFERENT FUNCTIONS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
HOLY SPIRIT TO EMPOWER YOU
HOLY GHOST, THE COMFORTER
GIVEN BY THE FATHER
THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST
PURPOSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Baptism with Fire
JESUS IS THE BAPTIZER OF HOLY SPIRIT WITH FIRE
CONDITIONS TO RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT
HOLY SPIRIT WILL NOT SPEAK OF HIMSELF
HUMAN SPIRIT
NINE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
DISCERNING OF SPIRITS
DISCERNMENT OF DOCTRINE BE LEARNED
ABOUT TONGUES
TESTIMONY
PRAYER
Seeking Truth
BEING SAVED
THIRSTING FOR GOD
SHOULD EVERY CHRISTIAN RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT?
YOU MUST ASK FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT
DRINKING - ACCEPTING - SURRENDERING
THE DISCIPLES AND MARY HAD THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THEM
JESUS IS CALLING
RECEIVE HOLY SPIRIT WHEN SAVED
WE ALL NEED THE HOLY SPIRIT!
GREAT COMMISSION
PRAYER
PRAY – READ THE BIBLE – AND FAST
Is Tongues of the Devil?
DIETY OF JESUS CHRIST
HOW TO RECEIVE THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
THE THREE STEPS TO RECEIVE
HOW TO BECOME STRONG IN THE LORD
SPIRITUAL WARFARE
BATTLE FOR SOULS
HOLY SPIRIT CHOOSES
SPIRITUAL GIFTS FOR TODAY
The Gifts of the Holy Spirit
WORD OF WISDOM
IGNORANT OF SPIRITUAL
WHAT IS THE WORD OF WISDOM
GIVEN BY THE HOLY SPIRIT
GOD SPEAKS IN MANY WAYS
EXAMPLES WORD OF WISDOM
WISDOM REVEALS THE FUTURE
WORKS BY THE SPIRIT
OLD TESTAMENT
WISDOM OLD TESTAMENT
KNOWLEDGE GIVEN MEN
OLD TESTAMENT COMING OF MESSIAH
WORD WISDOM NEW TESTAMENT
AGABUS
DEACON PHILIP
APOSTLE PAUL
SPIRITUAL REVELATION
WORD OF KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE
QUESTIONS
Gift of the Word of Knowledge
WORD OF KNOWLEDGE
GOD IS OMNISCIENT
GOD HAS ALL KNOWLEDGE
IT IS NOT NATURAL KNOWLEDGE
NEW TESTAMENT WORD OF KNOWLEDGE
OLD TESTAMENT WORD OF KNOWLEDGE
COVET THE GIFTS
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE
Gift of Prophecy
PROPHECY
WHAT IS PROPHECY
MUST COME TO PASS
EXALT JESUS
ACKNOWLEDGE HIS LORDSHIP
WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF PROPHECY?
PROPHET IS A SEER
SPIRIT OF GOD
SPRIRIT OF A DEMON
SPIRIT OF THE A MAN
Gift of Prophecy is Not Human Knowledge
MANIFESTION OF GOD
BALAAM FALSE PROPHET
THE PROPHETS
PERSONAL GUIDANCE
HOW TO RECEIVE THE GIFT OF PROPHECY
GIFTS OF INSPIRATION
PROPHECY IMPORTANT
PEOPLE PERISH
DEMONIC ACTIVITY
AUDIBLE REVELATION
WHO MAY PROPHESY
METHODS OF REVELATION
GEORGE WASHINGTON
The Gift of Faith
FAITH
ONLY MEDIATOR
NINE GIFTS
GIFT OF FAITH
FAITH PRODUCES
HOPE
THE GREAT HALL OF FAITH
AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF FAITH
DEBORAH
DAVID AND THE GIANT
JESUS FAITH
TYPES OF FAITH
WORD OF FAITH
SENSE FAITH
GOD FAITH
BELIEVE THE IMPOSSIBLE
OBEDIENCE
FAITH MOVES MOUNTAINS
PAST TENSE
FAITH PRODUCES AN ACT
FAITH EXPERIENCES
CHARLES FINNEY
The Gift of Healing
WHAT IS THE GIFT OF HEALING
POWER FOR YOU
DOCTRINE OF HEALING THE SICK
SATAN IS YOUR ADVERSARY
SPIRITUAL POWER
BLESSINGS, HEALING
SANCTICATION
STRIPES OF JESUS
BLESSINGS OF GOD
DOES GOD WANT YOU SICK?
SATAN’S SURRENDER TO JESUS’ NAME
USING AUTHORITY
SICKNESS BONDAGES
FALSE HEALING
SAVIOR SOTERIA
STEPS TO KEEPING YOUR HEALING
JESUS HEALS TODAY
The Gift of Miracles
JESUS MIRACLE WORKER
WHAT IS THE GIFT OF MIRACLES?
MIRACULOUS POWER
MIRACLES GIVEN IN OLD TESTAMENT
The Gift of Discerning of Spirits
WHAT IS THE GIFT OF DISCERNING OF SPIRITS?
HUMAN SPIRITS
DEMONIC SPIRITS
HOLY SPIRIT
ANGELS, FALLEN
BY THE HOLY SPIRIT
GIFTS ARE FREE
NINE GIFTS
Deliverance in Old Testament
DEMONIC SPRITS
EVIL SPIRIT FROM GOD
EVIL SPIRITS DRIVE TO CRIMINAL ACTIVITY
EVIL SPIRIT MUST HAVE GOD’S PERMISSION
MOSES WAS SEEING INTO SPIRIT REALM
ISAIAH
Discerning of Spirits
TWO SPIRITUAL SOURCES
DEMONSTRATION OF DISCERNING SPIRITS
SUPERNATURAL DISCERNING SPIRITS
DISCERNMENT – DULLNESS
DISCERNING BEHIND BEHAVIOR
SATAN IS ALSO A SUPERNATURAL BEING
DIRECT REVELATION FROM THE SPIRIT OF GOD
DISCERNING NOT JUST OBERVING DEVILS
SEVEN SPIRITS BEFORE THRONE OF GOD
CAN DISCERNMENT BE LEARNED?
OBJECTS OF PAGAN WORSHIP
Divers Kinds of Tongues
TONGUES
BIBLE EXAMPLES
BIBLE SPEAKS
IT’S SUPERNATURAL
GIFTS TO CONTINUE IN CHURCH
MUST BE SPIRITUALLY JUDGED
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