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YOU CAN ONLY GET THE FULLNESS OF JOY WHEN YOU KNOW HOW TO STAY IN HIS PRESENCE
Introduction
It is quite advantageous for any present-day believer to discover the secret behind the power of many great Christians in history; those who made some achievements for God.
Psalm 16:11 says: "Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures forever more."
It means that someone could have joy that is not full. It is only in God's presence that we have the fullness of joy. So, there is something about His presence which we need to understand and move with. And if we fail to understand and move with it, then our joy will never be full. You can only get the fullness of joy when you know how to stay in His presence.
Psalm 51 :10-11 says,
"Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. (It means that a person can have a dirty heart, and the spirit within him may not be right.) Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit from me."
Here, we can see that the Psalmist understands the importance of the presence of God.
CHAPTER ONE
WHAT IS THE PRESENCE of GOD ?
The presence of God means a conscious realization of God's absolute influence in and around your life. It is a marvellous thing to dwell in the presence of God; it is a marvellous thing to be able to release your life into His presence. No preacher has a right standing before any congregation if the presence of God has left rum because everything he says to the congregation will not carry life. It is absolute waste of time to preach without His presence.
Moses was convinced that it was useless for him to attempt anything without God's presence in his life. When a Christian has the presence of God, he will experience what we call divine order; there will be peace in his heart even if he does not have money. Such a person's heart will be calm and others around him will find it strange. He will have rest knowing that God has everything under control.
I do not forget the words of that old prophet in 2 Chronicles. King Asa just finished a battle that was by God's help. He was coming home rejoicing, and this prophet was wailing for him at the gate of the city. He said, "King, you are welcome. God is with you as long as you are with him. So, if you forget about God and think it is you, you will have problems" (2 Chronicles 15).
No preacher has a right standing before any congregation if the presence of God has left him because everything he says to the congregation will not carry life.
I would rather have the presence of God in my life than to be rich. I can go anywhere as long as His presence is there. I do not care what direction it is, as long as His presence is there. It is dangerous to sleep at night without His presence, because outside His presence, there are multitudes of demons, death, discouragement, despair, demotion, destruction, confusion, sorrow etc.
Occasionally, people experience the presence of God when they are either praying, fasting, reading the Bible, praising or worshiping God. In the course of these spiritual activities, one could get to a stage where, he or she would want to remain there forever. That is His presence that makes all the difference.
When you get so deeply involved in the things of God that God begins to talk to you and explain things to you, giving you revelations; that is His presence. Unfortunately, this type of experience is not common with a lot of people. Some people stumble into it and are delighted about it but do not know how to get back there, whereas, God is closer to people than the air they breathe. Sometimes, the major problem is that people do not spend enough time on the Scriptures. When you spend quality time on the Scriptures, it becomes easier for you to tune to God's voice.
If you are not sure that what you are hearing is from God, or you cannot find a scriptural backing for your revelations, it is better to put them aside. If you are not sure what the answer is, put it on the shelve and ask God if it is from Him because it is far better to do nothing than to do havoc. A lot of damage have been done out of uncertainty.
Do you have the presence of God or have you lost it? Are you an occasional visitor to the holy of holies? Any form of divine discipline is more desirable and more bearable than being removed from His presence. When you are in His presence, you will stop bothering about enemies, witches and wizards because that is a place that they do not dare come. They do not exist there, neither can they come near there; His presence keeps them away. In His presence, you are spared the battles that many people spend the whole of their lives fighting. When you find your way to His presence, you will receive immeasurable blessings.
"God is with you as long as you are with him, So, if you forget about God and think it is you, you will have problems"
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CHAPTER TWO
THE THINGS YOU CAN GATHER IN GOD'S PRESENCE
Let us look at the example of some of the things you can gather in God's presence:
"Christians and ministers of God know that they must occasionally charge their spiritual batteries, if not, they will be dead."
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CHAPTER THREE
HOW TO LOSE THE PRESENCE of GOD
Luke2:41-52 says,
"Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. And when they had fulfilled tile days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it. But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a day's journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. And when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him. And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers. And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business? And they understood not the saying which he spake unto them. And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man."
His parents lost Him. How could they have lost Jesus? The custom in those days during the journey to and from Jerusalem was that the male convoy and the female convoy travelled separately. So, Mary thought Jesus was with Joseph, while Joseph thought He was with Mary Due to this assumption, they lost Him for three days. Anxiety, fear and panic filled them because Jesus was lost. When they found Him, the Bible says, He was sitting in the temple talking with the doctors. In those days, the teachers sat down while the learners stood with their books. Jesus was in a sitting position meaning that He was teaching them. What made them to lose Jesus? That thing, which contributed to their losing Jesus can happen to anyone as well and make him to lose His presence.
CHAPTER FOUR
WHAT MADE THE PARENTS OF JESUS TO LOSE HIM?
1. Lack of Alertness: They lost their alertness. They were not watchful anymore because the programme they went for was an annual event so it had become a custom. Likewise some people take church as a place to just come and kill time. It has become a custom so they have lost the wonder, amazement and spirit of the church. Such people come without expecting anything. Each time you come to the house of God, you should come with the spirit of expectation, looking forward to having an encounter with God. Those who come with the spirit of expectation experience miracles, but those who come to play or chat with friends leave the place with nothing. To such people, coming to church has become a tradition and so they have lost their alertness.
There are many people who do not take the praise worship session of the services seriously. They trivialize it without knowing that it is the only thing that God gets in the services most of the time. A lot of times, immediately after the praise worship, people will begin to bombard God with all sorts of requests. People forget that praises bring us into the presence of God.
Jesus' parents lost Him in the routine; they lost Him in tradition. There are many places of worship now where everything is so regimented and mechanical, that it cannot be done in another way. In such places, people cannot pray differently and are not allowed to move in the gifts of the Spirit. It is really dangerous for one's spiritual life to become routine.
If you lose your alertness, the presence of God will disappear. Whatever is keeping you so busy that you have no time to stay m the presence of your Father in heaven is not good for you. It means you are busier than God wants you to be. You must know that if God withdraws that work you will not be busy again. So, remember that He is the one sustaining you there. When you lose what keeps you away from His presence, you will come back to what you are supposed to be doing.
Some people eat biscuits and chew gum while in the service. They are foolish and have no respect for the Almighty. That is why the Bible says, "The Lord is in His holy temple, let all the world be silent before Him." When you enter into the sanctuary of God, you accord it some respect because of His presence. So, they lost Jesus due to lack of alertness.
2. Inaccurate Assumptions: They assumed that Jesus would be there with either of them. So, they lost Him due to wrong assumptions. If you are the kind of Christian that is fond of jumping to conclusions and making wrong assumptions, you will lose the presence of God. When you make wrong assumptions about God, your spouse, the church, your friend, anyone or anything, you will lose His presence. If you believe that something is true but it is not, and that wrong assumption begins to guide your actions, you will lose His presence.
"Whatever is keeping you so busy that you have no time to stay in the presence of your Father in heaven is not good for you."
Sometime ago, somebody stopped me somewhere and said, "I noticed that before, when I greet you, you used to smile, but in the last three weeks I have been looking at your face, when I greet you, you don't smile again. Have I done anything wrong?" I did not even understand what the person was saying. But the person had assumed that he had committed an offence on the basis of the look on my face. We have to be very careful.
3. Wrong Directions. The parents of Jesus looked for Him in the wrong directions. So, going in the wrong direction will make one to lose the presence of God. If you have lost the presence of God, it is you who moved away not God. He is always the same. If you follow the wrong direction, you will lose His presence.
"The Lord is in His holy temple, let all the world be silent before Him."
4. Wrong Focus: The parents of Jesus focused on themselves, and not on Jesus, so, they did not know when He left. Some people do not focus on the Father's business; they do not focus on God's affairs. All their efforts are directed at themselves. When they pray, it is for themselves. They do not do any form of intercession. Such people are wrongly focused. And God is telling them that they are seeking Him for the wrong reasons.
When the parents of Jesus found Him, He said, "Why are you looking for me in the wrong places? Don't you know I will be doing the business of my Father?" If you do what these parents did, you will lose the presence of God. Some people have been coming to church for years, but they still have not found Jesus. And the Lord is asking, "Why are you looking for me in the wrong places? Why haven't you found me yet? Why am I such a mystery to you?"
We need to cry to Him today. When you want to approach the presence of God, you will have the attitude of excitement that you are going there. Then you begin to pray and enter into His presence, and He begins to speak to you. A prayer warrior should not talk all the time. Sometimes, he has to listen to what the Lord is saying.
Prayer Points
CHAPTER FIVE
HOW DO WE ENTER INTO GOD'S PRESENCE?
1. You need to have a personal encounter with God.
If you are asked whether or not you are born again, you must be able to say, yes. But if you say, "I think so," it means you are not born again. When you give your life to Jesus, you will know. The day you do that is more important than your earthly birthday.
2. Ask Him for His presence.
If you have never prayed to God asking for His presence, then start it today. It is possible to practise being with God, and enjoying His company. It is possible to practise just sitting in His presence in silence and communicating with Him in your spirit. If you pray for about half an hour asking for His presence and do not notice any change in your spirit, then you have some repentance to do.
3. Worship Him. Worship can be without music, and music too can be without worship. You can worship by singing, or by saying how much you love the Lord, or by appreciating what He has done for you, or what you know He will do.
4. Wait on Him. Waiting on the Lord could mean having a small retreat where you can communicate with Him. If you cannot do it at home due to lack of privacy, you can go to your office, and get there before others resume. The Bible says that they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. If you notice that anytime one particular song is rendered or one particular verse of the Bible is read and it affects you deeply, then hold on to that song or verse and begin to use them; they have something to do in your life.
5. Pray in the spirit. If you have received the baptism in the Holy Spirit, pray in tongues. As you pray in tongues, at the beginning, it may appear as if there is no fire, but as you continue and persist and persevere, His presence will come. Anybody who prays in the Spirit for half an hour everyday in a month, no doubt, will be a different person automatically.
6. Meditate on the Scriptures that make you to focus on God.
7. By faith you can picture God beside you.
This is why some people are so calm and do not worry when there are so many problems, and others are crying. The person who has the presence of God with in does not worry at all.
8. Keep Records.
Always have a book beside you to record what the Lord is speaking to your heart. If you do not make a record of what God is saying to you, He will Stop talking to you because you did not record what He has already told you. You forget and take no action. When you do not take action, He will leave you alone because you are not serious.
9. Learn to quieten your heart.
The heart of so many people are noisy. Their babies are screaming, their spouses are screaming, they are thinking about money etc. There is a lot of noise inside so, they cannot really settle down.
HOW DO YOU QUIETEN YOUR MIND?
It is very simple. You first of all talk to it, You my heart, I am in charge. Come to your resting place. I refuse to think or bother about these things you are bringing to me. So, I cast them out." Then begin to confess the word of God. That way, your heart will be quiet so that you can open it unto the Lord.
One man in the Bible called Cain received a great punishment; he was driven away from the presence of God. The greatest problem of Adam and Eve too was the loss of the presence of God. They were driven away.
Beloved, if you do not have the presence of God, Work hard to receive and keep it.
Prayer Points
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