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INTRODUCTION

				God knew me before I was born. He knew his plan for my life and ministry. I had to grow and increase in knowledge and experience.

				In late December 2011, God held me to my commitment to Him, and I had a very unusual experience. I was found unconscious and awoke in St. Luke’s hospital in Phoenix, Arizona. The last thing I remember was being in the hospital at Gilbert, Arizona. There are many things I could say about my stay there for about five days. I will share one. I met a man named John. He was drawn to me because we received treatment about the same time every day, and we sat together at all our meals. The last morning he asked me where I had my Bible. I said, “I have it in my heart.” He then got up from the table and came back with his Bible, and we turned to some scriptures and read verses on salvation. After a few minutes I asked him if he wanted to confess Jesus Christ as his Savior, and I reached out my hand and asked him to shake it as a symbol of accepting Christ. He did and we prayed together. I believe John was saved from his sins at that moment. I also believe God took me there as a result of my total commitment to him.

				This wasn’t always the case though. Before I accepted Christ, God protected me on five occasions before I was twenty-five years old.

				The first time He protected me, I was minutes away from choking to death. My two brothers and I were playing with my dad’s uniform belt. It was one that had a special buckle you had to pull tight to get it to release. We had pulled it around my neck several times, but it only got tighter. It was literally choking me to death. One of my brothers ran for my dad, and I was already turning blue in my face. Dad released the belt, and I recovered my ability to breath.

			

			
				The second time we were visiting my grandfather’s home and were playing with his dog. We would throw a stick, and he would chase it and return it to us. One of those times I ran with the dog to try to get to the stick first. My grandfather had placed a barb-wire across the front yard to keep the mules from straying away. I hit the wire with my neck at full speed, and it knocked me to the ground and cut me deeply. I still see the scar when I shave.

				The third time I cut an artery in my wrist on broken glass. The blood began to spurt with every heartbeat. The man who lived next door saw it and literally ran me to the doctor. The cut was so deep the doctor had to use clamps to close the wound.

				The fourth time I was at a church picnic and fell off a diving board into the pond. I couldn’t swim and was going down the third time. The water was not clear, but I saw something yellow in front of me and wrapped my arms around it. Thankfully, it was a friend who jumped into the water to save me.

				The fifth time, when I was a police officer in Detroit, Michigan, I was directing traffic at an accident. I had my back towards a car that was bearing down on me. I turned and saw him, and I jumped on the hood of his car and rolled down the side of his car. That split second saved my life or serious injury.

				It was shortly after that God called me to preach.

				I have spent fifty-five years as pastor of three churches and preaching in eighteen different countries. I added four years teaching the adult Bible class at Saguaro Hills Baptist Church. That means I have had fifty-nine years of teaching and preaching. I was a youth pastor at High Street Baptist Church for two and a half years and youth pastor at Kansas City Baptist Temple for one year. I then became Pastor of the Messiah Baptist Church in Chicago for fifteen years and at Denver Baptist Temple for eighteen years. Here we started Temple Baptist Academy and reached a high enrollment of four hundred. We also started the Baptist Bible College, which grew to seventy students. Then, at sixty-five years old, we were approved as missionaries to Australia. After one year there, we were sent to Nuneaton, England, for one year. After returning home, I was called to pastor Metro Baptist Church. I was there eleven years. I also served two years as chaplain of the Colorado State Senate and five years on the Detroit Police Department.

			

			
				I have written two self-published books: Faith to Faith, a study of doctrine, and The Mystery of Christ, a study of His personable life. All scripture used is from the King James Bible. My method of study is to read a passage and teach what it says. I have been called of God to be a pastor-teacher.

				The reason for this book is to get families together for Bible study and quality time with their children. You will learn about spiritual warfare, building your spiritual house, and how to walk with Jesus Christ.

			

			
				



			

	


Part I

				The Mystery of Christ

				This section is based on these three foundational scriptures:

				Romans 12:1–2

				Matthew 11:28–30

				Romans 16:25–27

			

			
				



			

	


The Mystery

				Jesus introduced the great principle in Matthew - Learn of Me.

				Paul, in Romans, taught total commitment to Christ and a transformed life.

				Paul, also in Romans, introduced his special ministry in revealing the Mystery of Christ.

				Paul stated in his direction to pastors that they should lead their flock to the fullness of the stature of Christ.

				We teach sound doctrine that produces strong conviction by which we stand. We teach the character of Christ that manifests itself in Christ being revealed in us.

				This will be a true expression of Galatians 2:20 – I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

				Romans 16:25 Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began,

				26 But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith:

				27 To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen.

				Ephesians 3:1 For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles,

				2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward:

			

			
				3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,

				4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)

				5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;

				6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:

				7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.

				8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;

				9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:

				10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,

				Colossians 3:25 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God;

				26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:

				27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

				28 Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:

			

			
				The Commitment

				Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

				2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

				Luke 14:26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.

				27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.

				28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?

				Mark 8:34 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

				35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same shall save it.

				Mark 10:28 Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee.

				29 And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s,

				30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.

			

			
				Philippians 3:13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,

				14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

				Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

				29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

				30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

				The Learning

				Matthew 11:29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

				2 Peter 1:1 Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:

				2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,

				3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:

				2 Peter 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

				6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;

				7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.

			

			
				8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

				2 Peter 3:16 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever. Amen.

				John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come.

				14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you.

				Ephesians 3:7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.

				8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;

				Jesus is Lord

				Key Verse

				Luke 6:46 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?

				To be Lord Means:

				
						To possess supreme power and authority

				

				Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

				19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

				20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

			

			
				
						To be the supreme being

				

				John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

				2 The same was in the beginning with God.

				3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.

				
						To be the owner of all things

				

				1 Corinthians 1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:

				17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

				18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

				1 Corinthians 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?

				20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.

				Genesis 14:19 And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth:

				He is Lord of My Life

				Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

				
						Lord of my thoughts

				

			

			
				2 Corinthians 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

				
						Things to think on

				

				Philippians 4:7 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.

				9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.

				
						Lord of my attitudes

				

				Luke 6:27 But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you,

				28 Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you.

				29 And unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the other; and him that taketh away thy cloak forbid not to take thy coat also.

				30 Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him that taketh away thy goods ask them not again.

				31 And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.

				
						Lord of my companions

				

				2 Corinthians 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?

				Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed?

				Luke 16:13 No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

			

			
				Titles of Christ

				Key Verses

				Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

				7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

				Jesus the Almighty

				Revelation 1:8 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.

				
						Almighty in human life

				

				1 Peter 2:21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:

				22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:

				
						Almighty in death

				

				1 Corinthians 15:55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?

				56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.

				57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

				
						Almighty in everlasting life

				

			

			
				Matthew 28:6 He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

				John 10:17 Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.

				18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father.

				Jesus the Advocate

				1 John 2:1 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:

				
						The mediator

				

				1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;

				
						The eternal priest

				

				Hebrews 7:25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.

				26 For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens;

				Jesus, Our Anchor of Hope

				Hebrews 6:19 Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil;

				
						Our hope is based on truth

				

				Titus 1:2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;

				
						Jesus is truth

				

			

			
				John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

				John 8:36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.

				Jesus is the Amen

				Revelation 3:14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;

				
						He is the final word in all things

				

				John 12:47 And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.

				48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.

				Jesus is the Bread of Life

				John 6:33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.

				
						He is food for the hungry soul

				

				Isaiah 55:1 Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.

				2 Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.

				He is the Balm in Gilead

				Matthew 9:12 But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick.

			

			
				Jesus is the Express Image of God

				Hebrews 1:3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

				John 14:8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us.

				9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father?

				
						We are to be conformed to his image

				

				Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

				29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

				Jesus is the Chief Cornerstone

				Isaiah 28:16 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.

				Ephesians 2:20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;

				1 Peter 2:6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.

			

			
				Jesus Christ - the Epitome of Grace

				Key Verses

				John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

				15 John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me.

				16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace.

				17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.

				Grace is love that brings rejoicing to the unworthy.

				In His Coming to Earth

				Philippians 2:7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:

				8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

				John 17:1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:

				2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.

				3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.

				4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.

			

			
				2 Corinthians 8:9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.

				In His Offer to All Men

				John 1:11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.

				12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:

				Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,

				2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

				In His Manifesting Grace through Dying

				Luke 23:34 And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left.

				34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.

				Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

				Hebrews 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.

				2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

			

			
				In His Interceding for Us

				Hebrews 4:14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.

				15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

				16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

				Hebrews 7:24 But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.

				25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.

				26 For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens;

				1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;

				6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.

				Jesus the Author

				Key Verses

				Hebrews 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

				1 Peter 1:18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;

			

			
				19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

				20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,

				As Author He is the Sole Authority

				Matthew 7:28 And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine:

				29 For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

				Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

				19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

				20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

				Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

				He is Not the Author of Confusion

				1 Corinthians 14:33 For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.

				Hebrews 5:8 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;

				9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;

				10 Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec.

			

			
				He Authored Eternal Salvation

				Hebrews 5:9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;

				Acts 2:22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:

				23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:

				We Are Not Allowed to Change the Word He Authored

				Revelation 22:18 For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:

				19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.

				The Word He Authored Is To Be Preached

				2 Timothy 4:1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;

				2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and doctrine.

				3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;

				4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

			

			
				2 Peter 1:15 Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in remembrance.

				16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.

				17 For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

				Jesus and Forgiveness

				Key Verses

				Luke 23:33 And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left.

				34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.

				Forgiveness Taught by Paul

				Ephesians 4:32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.

				Repentance Obtains Forgiveness

				2 Corinthians 7:9 Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing.

				10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.

			

			
				2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

				Acts 5:31 Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.

				Ephesians 1:7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;

				2 Corinthians 7:9 Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing.

				10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.

				Attitudes That Are the Opposite of Forgiveness

				
						Self-justification

						Comparing self with others

						Bitterness

						Apathy

				

				Forgiveness Will Produce the Power of God

				Mark 11:25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.

				26 But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.

				Matthew 18:21 Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times?

			

			
				22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.

				1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

				The Compassion of Christ

				Key Verse

				Mark 6:34 And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them many things.

				Things That Excited His Compassion

				
						Sheep without a shepherd

						Their need of instruction

						Those with leprosy who needed cleansing

						The mental torment of demon possession

				

				Mark 5:1 And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes.

				2 And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit,

				3 Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with chains:

				4 Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any man tame him.

				5 And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones.

			

			
				
						Those who needed daily bread

				

				Mark 8:2 I have compassion on the multitude, because they have now been with me three days, and have nothing to eat:

				
						Those who cried for mercy

				

				Mark 9:21 And he asked his father, How long is it ago since this came unto him? And he said, Of a child.

				22 And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and help us.

				Luke 18:13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me sinner.

				35 And it came to pass, that as he was come nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man sat by the way side begging:

				36 And hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it meant.

				37 And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.

				38 And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me.

				
						The sorrowful heart of a mother

				

				Luke 7:13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.

				14 And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise.

				
						The beaten and robbed

				

				Luke 10:30 And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.

			

			
				31 And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.

				32 And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side.

				33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him,

				Jesus Is the Truth

				Key Verse

				John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

				The Truth Shall Make You Free

				John 8:32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

				36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.

				
						Free from future judgment

						Free from present depression

				

				John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

				Free from Inner Conflict

				John 14:27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.

			

			
				The Truth Will Sanctify You

				John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

				The Opposite of Truth Is Lying

				John 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

				Love the Truth

				2 John 1 The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the truth; and not I only, but also all they that have known the truth;

				2 For the truth’s sake, which dwelleth in us, and shall be with us for ever.

				3 Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

				4 I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment from the Father.

				5 And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another.

				6 And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.

				Attitude toward Deceivers

				2 John 7 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.

				8 Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.

			

			
				9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.

				10 If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:

				11 For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.

				The Father of Lies

				John 8:43 Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word.

				44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

				45 And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not.

				Jesus and Sin

				Key Verses

				2 Peter 2:21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:

				22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:

				Jesus Hated Sin

				Revelation 2:15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate.

				Hebrews 1:8 But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.

			

			
				9 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.

				Jude 22 And of some have compassion, making a difference:

				23 And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.

				Proverbs 8:13 The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate.

				Proverbs 6:16 These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:

				17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,

				18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,

				19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.

				Jesus Wept Over What Sin Did to Lazarus

				John 11:35 Jesus wept.

				36 Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him!

				37 And some of them said, Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this man should not have died?

				38 Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave.

				Jesus Loves Sinners

				Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

			

			
				1 John 2:1 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:

				2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

				Jesus Judges Sin

				1 Corinthians 11:31 For If we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.

				32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.

				Acts 17:30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:

				31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.

				Hebrews 12:6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.

				7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?

				8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.

				Luke 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,

			

			
				Jesus Cleanses Sin

				1 John 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

				9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

				Jesus and Obedience

				Key Verses

				Philippians 2:8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

				9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:

				Obedience Is Living Within the Will of God

				Matthew 26:38 Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me.

				39 And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.

				Jesus Glorified the Father in Obedience

				John 17:4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.

				John 5:30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.

			

			
				Jesus Was Obedient in Speaking the Father’s Words

				John 17:8 For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me.

				A Great Example of Obedience

				John 12:47 And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.

				48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.

				49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak.

				50 And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak.

				Jesus Pleased the Father

				Matthew 17:5 While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.

				Jesus Was Obedient Unto Death

				Philippians 2:7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:

				8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

			

			
				We Can Please the Father Through Obedience

				1 Thessalonians 4:1 Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and more.

				2 For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus.

				The Honesty of Christ

				Key Verses

				Hebrews 6:18 That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:

				Titus 1:2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;

				Christ Was Honest With His Father

				John 17:4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.

				Jesus Was Honest With Himself

				John 5:30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.

				John 8:14 Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear record of myself, yet my record is true: for I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither I go.

				15 Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man.

			

			
				16 And yet if I judge, my judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me.

				John 7:28 Then cried Jesus in the temple as he taught, saying, Ye both know me, and ye know whence I am: and I am not come of myself, but he that sent me is true, whom ye know not.

				29 But I know him: for I am from him, and he hath sent me.

				John 8:28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things.

				29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.

				John 8:46 I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness.

				47 And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.

				48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.

				49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak.

				The Persecution of Jesus

				Key Verses

				Isaiah 53:3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

				4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

			

			
				5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

				1 Peter 2:21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:

				2 Timothy 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.

				Christ is Hated

				John 15:18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.

				We Are Taught to Expect Persecution

				Matthew 5:11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.

				12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.

				A Comforting Truth

				Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

				The Blessings of God Are Accomplished Through Persecution

				Mark 12:29 And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s,

			

			
				30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.

				James 1:3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.

				4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

				Warnings and Encouragement

				2 Timothy 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.

				2 Timothy 2:11 It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him:

				12 If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us:

				Consider Paul

				2 Corinthians 11:24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.

				25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep;

				26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;

				27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.

			

			
				The Tenderness of Christ

				Key Verse

				Ephesians 4:32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.

				Found In the Fruit of the Spirit

				Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

				23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

				The Woman At the Well

				John 4:9 Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, asketh drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.

				10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.

				The Adulterous Woman

				John 8:10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee?

				11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

			

			
				At the Tomb of Lazarus

				John 11:32 Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.

				33 When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled,

				34 And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see.

				35 Jesus wept.

				36 Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him!

				Jesus’ Final Dealing with Peter After Denial

				John 21:15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.

				16 He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

				The Knowledge of Christ Jesus

				Key Verses

				John 2:23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover, in the feast day, many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did.

				24 But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men,

				25 And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.

			

			
				Jesus Knew What Was In Man

				Matthew 15:17 Do not ye yet understand, that whatsoever entereth in at the mouth goeth into the belly, and is cast out into the draught?

				18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man.

				19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies:

				20 These are the things which defile a man: but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not a man.

				Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?

				10 I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings. not one:

				Romans 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:

				11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.

				12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.

				13 Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips:

				14 Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness:

				15 Their feet are swift to shed blood:

				16 Destruction and misery are in their ways:

				17 And the way of peace have they not known:

			

			
				Who Then Does Jesus Trust?

				John 5:30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.

				Jesus Was Tried in All of Man’s Weakness

				Hebrews 4:14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.

				15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

				16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

				Jesus Asked the Most Vital Question

				Matthew 22:41 While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them,

				42 Saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, The son of David.

				43 He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying,

				44 The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool?

				45 If David then call him Lord, how is he his son?

				46 And no man was able to answer him a word, neither durst any man from that day forth ask him any more questions.

			

			
				Our Knowledge of Jesus Christ

				Key Verses

				2 Peter 1:2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,

				3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:

				2 Peter 3:18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

				Seven Basic Qualities Having To Do with Knowledge

				2 Peter 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

				6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;

				7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.

				These Qualities Added Will Produce the Complete Knowledge of Christ

				2 Peter 1:8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

				9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

				10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:

			

			
				11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

				The Key Word Here Is Diligence

				2 Peter 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue;

				
						Peter believed this was his most important task.

				

				2 Peter 1:12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth.

				13 Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance;

				14 Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath showed me.

				15 Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in remembrance.

				16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.

				Peter Is Fulfilling the Lord’s Commission

				John 21:15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.

				16 He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

				17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

			

			
				Remember the Words of Jesus

				Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

				29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

				The Virtue of Christ

				Key Verses

				Matthew 5:27 When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched his garment.

				28 For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole.

				29 And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague.

				30 And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in the press, and said, Who touched my clothes?

				Things to Consider

				Philippians. 4:7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

				8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; If there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.

			

			
				9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.

				Virtue Is Moral Excellence

				John 19:4 Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him.

				5 Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man!

				6 When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him.

				We Are Predestined

				Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

				29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

				Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which Is your reasonable service.

				2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

				3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

			

			
				Our Adding Knowledge

				Key Verse

				2 Peter 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

				This Knowledge Involves Doctrine

				2 Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.

				3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;

				Pastoral Leadership is Responsible for Our Knowing the Faith

				Ephesians 4:11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

				12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

				13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God,

				We Are to Contend for This Faith

				Jude 3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.

				4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

			

			
				The Reason for Error

				Matthew 22:29 Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.

				The Result of Not Being Diligent

				Luke 24:22 Yea, and certain women also of our company made us astonished, which were early at the sepulchre;

				23 And when they found not his body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision of angels, which said that he was alive.

				24 And certain of them which were with us went to the sepulchre, and found it even so as the women had said: but him they saw not.

				25 Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken:

				26 Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?

				27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.

				Our Goal Is the Mind of Christ Jesus

				Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ

				6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:

				7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:

			

			
				8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

				How This Is Accomplished

				2 Corinthians 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

				Add to Your Faith Knowledge

				2 Peter 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

				Our Adding Temperance

				Key Verses

				2 Peter 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

				6 And to knowledge temperance;

				Biblical Temperance

				Luke 6:28 Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you.

				29 And unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the other; and him that taketh away thy cloak forbid not to take thy coat also.

				Luke 14:31 Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand?

			

			
				32 Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace.

				33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.

				Matthew 26:52 Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.

				53 Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels?

				Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

				23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

				Our Adding Patience

				Key Verses

				2 Peter 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

				6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience;

				Biblical Illustrations

				John 8:4 They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act.

				5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou?

				6 This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.

			

			
				7 So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.

				8 And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.

				9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst

				10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee?

				11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

				John 21:18 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdest thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not.

				19 This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.

				20 Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; which also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee?

				21 Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do?

				22 Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me.

				23 Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee?

			

			
				Maturing in Patience

				Romans 5:3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience;

				4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope:

				5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.

				Romans 8:24 For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?

				25 But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.

				Romans 15:3 For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me.

				4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.

				5 Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus:

				6 That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

				2 Corinthians 6:4 But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses,

				5 In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings;

				6 By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned,

				1 Thessalonians 1:10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.

			

			
				Adding Godliness

				Key Verses

				2 Peter 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

				6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;

				Godliness

				1 Timothy 4:7 But refuse profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise thyself rather unto godliness.

				8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.

				9 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation.

				How Reverence Is Manifested in Our Prayer Life

				1 Timothy 2:1 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men;

				2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.

				3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;

				The Mystery of Godliness

				1 Timothy 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.

			

			
				Spiritual gain and contentment

				1 Timothy 6:6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.

				Better Than Riches

				1 Timothy 6:10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

				11 But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.

				Godliness Can Be Faked

				1 Timothy 2:5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

				The Godliness of Christ

				John 17:4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.

				Adding Brotherly Kindness

				Key Verses

				2 Peter 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

				6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;


				7 And to godliness brotherly kindness;

			

			
				Church Relationships Are Powerful in a Church’s Spiritual Life

				Colossians 3:12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;

				13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.

				14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.

				15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.

				16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

				Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.

				2 Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

				3 For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.

				4 But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.

				7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

				Dangerous Territory

				Galatians 5:13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.

			

			
				14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

				15 But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another.

				16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.

				1 Corinthians 4:5 Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God.

				6 And these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and to Apollos for your sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that which is written, that no one of you be puffed up for one against another.

				7 For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?

				Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

				4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office:

				Good Advice

				Romans 12:10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another;

			

			
				1 Thessalonians 4:9 But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another.

				Adding Charity

				Key Verses:

				2 Peter 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

				6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;

				7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.

				Paul to the Corinthians

				1 Corinthians 13:1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.

				2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.

				3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.

				4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,

				5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;

				6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;

				7 Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.

			

			
				8 Charity never faileth:

				13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.

				14:1 Follow after charity,

				Colossians 3:14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.

				1 Timothy 1:5 Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned:

				Charity Defined

				John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

				God’s Love Is Giving

				Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;

				Tender Love

				Ephesians 4:32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.

				Forgiving Love

				Luke 23:34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.

				Sacrificial Love

				Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;

			

			
				Radical Love

				Luke 6:27 But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you,

				Steadfast Love

				1 Corinthians 13:8 Charity never faileth:

				Jesus Called God His Father

				Key Verses

				Luke 2:49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?

				John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.

				2 In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

				10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.

				11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works’ sake.

				12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.

				13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

			

			
				Our Relationship to God as Father

				Matthew 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.

				10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

				11 Give us this day our daily bread.

				12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

				13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

				14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:

				15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

				By Birth

				John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

				By Adoption

				Galatians 4:4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,

				5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.

				6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

				7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.

			

			
				Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:

				4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:

				5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,

				By Family Relationship

				Ephesians 3:14 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

				15 Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,

				Romans 8:16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

				17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.

				1 John 3:1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.

				2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.

				3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.

			

			
				Christ the Servant

				Key Verses

				Matthew 20:26 But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister;

				27 And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant:

				28 Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.

				A Contrast

				Matthew 23:1 Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples,

				2 Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat:

				3 All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not.

				4 For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers.

				Jesus Serving

				John 13:14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.

				15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.

				16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.

				17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.

			

			
				The Blessed Servant

				Luke 12:42 And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of meat in due season?

				43 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.

				44 Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all that he hath.

				How Paul Saw Himself

				Romans 1:1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God,

				Romans 14:4 Who art thou that judgest another man’s servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand.

				The Content Servant

				Philippians 4:11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.

				12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.

				13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

				The Christ-Centered Servant

				Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

			

			
				The Goal-Directed Servant

				Philippians 3:10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;

				11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.

				12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.

				13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,

				14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

				The Totally Committed Servant

				Philippians 1:21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

				Christ Prayed

				Key Verse

				Matthew 14:23 And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was there alone.

				Jesus Taught His Disciples to Pray

				Luke 11:1 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.

			

			
				2 And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.

				3 Give us day by day our daily bread.

				4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.

				Jesus Gave Examples

				Luke 11:5 And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves;

				6 For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him?

				7 And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee.

				8 I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him as many as he needeth.

				The Key Was to Ask

				Luke 11:9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.

				10 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

				11 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent?

				12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?

			

			
				13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

				Christ and Hate

				Key Verse

				Psalm 97:10 Ye that love the LORD, hate evil: he preserveth the souls of his saints; he delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked.

				Seven Things God Hates

				Proverbs 6:16 These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:

				17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,

				18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,

				19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.

				A Froward Mouth - Obstinate - Self-Willed

				Proverbs 8:13 The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate.

				A Time to Hate

				Ecclesiastes 3:8 A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.

				The leadership of the Holy Spirit will give us discernment. We hate evil, not people.

			

			
				Matthew 5:43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.

				44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;

				Jesus Discusses Love and Hate

				Matthew 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

				Paul’s Dilemma

				Romans 7:15 For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I.

				16 If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good.

				17 Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.

				18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.

				19 For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.

				20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.

				21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me.

				Deeds and Doctrine

				Revelation 2:6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate.

			

			
				15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate.

				From the Father to the Son

				Hebrews 1:8 But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.

				9 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.

				Carnality

				Jude 22 And of some have compassion, making a difference:

				23 And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.

				Psalm 139:21 Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate thee? and am not I grieved with those that rise up against thee?

				22 I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them mine enemies.

				Christ’s Attitude Concerning Firmness

				Key Verse

				1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not In vain in the Lord.

				Total Resistance to Pressure

				Luke 4:1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness,

			

			
				2 Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days he did eat nothing: and when they were ended, he afterward hungered.

				3 And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread.

				4 And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.

				5 And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.

				6 And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it.

				7 If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.

				8 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

				9 And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence:

				10 For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee:

				11 And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.

				12 And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.

				13 And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a season.

			

			
				Tradition

				Matthew 15:1 Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying,

				2 Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread.

				3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?

				Religion

				Matthew 16:1 The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting desired him that he would show them a sign from heaven.

				2 He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red.

				3 And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red and lowering. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times?

				4 A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and departed.

				Followers

				Matthew 16:21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.

				22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee.

			

			
				23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.

				Government

				Matthew 22:16 And they sent out unto him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any man: for thou regardest not the person of men.

				17 Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not?

				18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites?

				Rationalism

				Matthew 22:23 The same day came to him the Sadducees, which say that there is no resurrection, and asked him,

				24 Saying, Master, Moses said, If a man die, having no children, his brother shall marry his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother.

				1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

				Christ the Teacher

				Key Verses

				John 3:1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:

			

			
				2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.

				Subjects Taught by Jesus

				John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

				Matthew 5:1 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him:

				2 And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,

				3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

				4 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.

				5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.

				6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.

				7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.

				8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.

				9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.

				10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

				11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.

				12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.

			

			
				How He Taught

				Mark 1:21 And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the Sabbath day he entered into the synagogue, and taught.

				22 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one that had authority, and not as the scribes.

				Where He Taught

				Luke 4:15 And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.

				Mark 4:1 And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there was gathered unto him a great multitude, so that he entered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude was by the sea on the land.

				Mark 6:32 And they departed into a desert place by ship privately.

				33 And the people saw them departing, and many knew him, and ran afoot thither out of all cities, and outwent them, and came together unto him.

				34 And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them many things.

				Mark 9:30 And they departed thence, and passed through Galilee; and he would not that any man should know it.

				31 For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, The Son of man is delivered into the hands of men, and they shall kill him; and after that he is killed, he shall rise the third day.

				Mark 10:1 And he arose from thence, and cometh into the coasts of Judaea by the farther side of Jordan: and the people resort unto him again; and, as he was wont, he taught them again.

			

			
				His Methods

				Matthew 13:3 And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow;

				Matthew 5:13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.

				14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.

				Matthew 7:24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:

				The Humility of Christ

				Key Verses

				Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

				6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:

				7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:

				8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

				His Humility Expressed

				Hebrews 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.

				Matthew 20:26 But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister;

			

			
				27 And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant:

				28 Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.

				Luke 9:58 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.

				2 Corinthians 8:9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.

				John 18:11 Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?

				Philippians 2:8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

				Isaiah 53:2 For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

				Despised and Rejected

				Isaiah 53:3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

				John 1:10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.

				11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.

				Refused Riches

				Matthew 8:20 And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.

			

			
				2 Corinthians 8:9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.

				Refused Rank

				Matthew 13:55 Is not this the carpenter’s son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas?

				He Washed His Disciples’ Feet

				John 13:5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.

				God’s Will For Us

				1 Peter 5:5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.

				6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:

				James 4:10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.

				Living By the Faith of Christ

				Key Verse

				Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

			

			
				Faith Pleases God

				Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

				Faith Moves Mountains

				Matthew 17:20 And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.

				The Faith of Christ

				John 10:17 Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.

				18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father.

				John 14:3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

				He Honored Faith

				Mark 7:25 For a certain woman, whose young daughter had an unclean spirit, heard of him, and came and fell at his feet:

				26 The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by nation; and she besought him that he would cast forth the devil out of her daughter.

				27 But Jesus said unto her, Let the children first be filled: for it is not meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast it unto the dogs.

			

			
				28 And she answered and said unto him, Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the children’s crumbs.

				We Are Admonished to Walk by Faith

				2 Corinthians 5:7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)

				8 We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.

				Isaiah 50:10 Who is among you that feareth the LORD, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the LORD, and stay upon his God.

				11 Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks: walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall ye have of mine hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow.

				What Jesus Said of Himself

				Key Verse

				John 8:14 Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear record of myself, yet my record is true: for I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither I go.

				The Light of Life

				John 8:12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

				John 1:4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

				5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.

				6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.

			

			
				7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.

				8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.

				9 That was the true Light, Which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.

				I Judge No Man

				John 12:47 And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.

				48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.

				I Am From Above

				John 8:23 And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world.

				I Know Wither I Go

				John 8:14 Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear record of myself, yet my record is true: for I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither I go.

				John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.

				2 In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

				3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

				4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.


			

			
				5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?

				6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

				I Speak the Words of My Father

				John 17:8 For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me.

				I Have Finished Thy Work

				John 17:4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.

				I Do Nothing of Myself

				John 8:28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things.

				I Always Please the Father

				John 8:29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.

				Matthew 17:5 While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.

				Matthew 3:17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

			

			
				The Faithfulness of Christ

				Key Verse

				2 Corinthians 10:13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

				One of His Names

				Revelation 19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.

				He is Faithful

				Revelation 1:5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,

				John 17:6 I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word.

				7 Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee.

				8 For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me.

				1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

			

			
				1 Peter 4:19 Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.

				2 Thessalonians 3:3 But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil.

				Things He Will Do

				1 Peter 5:10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.

				Philippians 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:

				2 Thessalonians 2:16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace,

				17 Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work.

				1 Thessalonians 3:12 And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward you:

				13 To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.

				Colossians 2:6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:

				7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.

				8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

			

			
				Christ the Counselor

				Key Verses

				Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

				7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

				Godly Counsel

				Psalm 1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.

				2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.

				3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

				The Sermon on the Mount

				Matthew 5:1 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him:

				2 And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,

				3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

				4 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.

				5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.

			

			
				6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.

				7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.

				8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.

				9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.

				10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

				11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.

				12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.

				The Tongue

				James 1:19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:

				God’s Plan for Success

				Joshua 1:8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

				Paul’s Road to Success

				Philippians 1:21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

				Philippians 3:7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.

			

			
				8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,

				9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:

				10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;

				13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,


				14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

				Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

				19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

				Romans 13:13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.

				14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.

				The Mercy of Christ

				Key Verses

				Luke 6:36 Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful.

				Matthew 12:6 But I say unto you, That in this place is one greater than the temple.

			

			
				7 But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltless.

				The Need of Mercy on Condemned Mankind

				John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

				17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

				18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

				19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

				The Giver of Mercy

				Titus 3:5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

				6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;

				Mark 10:46 And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disciples and a great number of people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the highway side begging.

				47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me.

				48 And many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou son of David, have mercy on me.

				49 And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man, saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee.

			

			
				50 And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus.

				The Work of Mercy

				1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

				The Challenge of Mercy

				Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

				2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

				The Request for Mercy

				Mark 10:47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me.

				48 And many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou son of David, have mercy on me.

				49 And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man, saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee.

				The Gift of Mercy

				Luke 1:49 For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name.

				50 And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation.

			

			
				Tender Mercy

				Luke 1:78 Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us,

				The Blessed

				Matthew 5:7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.

				2 Corinthians 4:1 Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not;

				The Freedom of Christ

				Key Verses

				John 8:31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;

				32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

				33 They answered him, We be Abraham’s seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free?

				34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.

				35 And the servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever.

				36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.

				Free From the Penalty of Sin

				2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

			

			
				The Power of Sin

				Romans 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.

				The Future Presence of Sin

				Hebrews 9:28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.

				Freedom From Sin

				Romans 6:18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.

				22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.

				Romans 5:18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.

				Stand Fast

				Galatians 5:1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.

				Galatians 5:13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.

				The Activity of Christ

				Key Verses

				Luke 2:49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?

			

			
				John 17:4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.

				His Life Was Full, Active, and Motivated

				Luke 2:40 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him.

				46 And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions.

				47 And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers.

				48 And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing.

				He Spent Time in Preparation

				Luke 4:1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness,

				2 Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days he did eat nothing: and when they were ended, he afterward hungered.

				He Depended on Scripture for His Authority

				Luke 4:4 And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.

			

			
				He Had Positive Plans

				Matthew 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

				He Saw and Acted Toward the Need

				Matthew 9:35 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.

				36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.

				37 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;

				38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.

				He Selected Followers

				Matthew 10:1 And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.

				His Determination Was Observed

				John 4:3 He left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee.

				4 And he must needs go through Samaria.

			

			
				He Had Priorities

				John 6:27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.

				There Were Some Things Only He Could Do

				John 9:4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.

				John 12:26 If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.

				Christ and His Pre-existence

				Key Verses

				John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

				2 The same was in the beginning with God.

				3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.

				14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

				Statements of Consequence

				John 8:58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.

				Exodus 3:13 And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them?

			

			
				14 And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.

				Acts 2:22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:

				23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:

				1 Peter 1:18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;

				19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

				20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,

				Hebrews 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

				Colossians 1:14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:

				15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:

				16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:

				17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

				18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

			

			
				19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell;

				John 14:8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us.

				9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father?

				10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself, but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.

				11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works’ sake.

				Jesus and Kindness

				Key Verse

				Ephesians 4:32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.

				Jesus’ Kindness

				John 8:4 They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act.

				5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou?

				6 This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.

				7 So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.

			

			
				8 And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.

				9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.

				10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee?

				11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

				Luke 18:35 And it came to pass, that as he was come nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man sat by the way side begging:

				36 And hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it meant.

				37 And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.

				38 And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me.

				39 And they which went before rebuked him, that he should hold his peace: but he cried so much the more, Thou son of David, have mercy on me.

				40 And Jesus stood, and commanded him to be brought unto him: and when he was come near, he asked him,

				41 Saying, What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee? And he said, Lord, that I may receive my sight.

				42 And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight: thy faith hath saved thee.

				43 And immediately he received his sight, and followed him, glorifying God: and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise unto God.

				A Characteristic of the New Man

				Colossians 3:12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;

			

			
				A Quality of Ministry

				2 Corinthians 6:3 Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed:

				4 But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses,

				5 In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings;

				6 By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned,

				The Kindness of God

				Titus 3:3 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.

				4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,

				A Great Example

				2 Samuel 9:1 And David said, Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?

				6 Now when Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, was come unto David, he fell on his face, and did reverence. And David said, Mephibosheth. And he answered, Behold thy servant!

				7 And David said unto him, Fear not: for I will surely shew thee kindness for Jonathan thy father’s sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually.

			

			
				11 Then said Ziba unto the king, According to all that my lord the king hath commanded his servant, so shall thy servant do. As for Mephibosheth, said the king, he shall eat at my table, as one of the king’s sons.

				Jesus Goes Above and Beyond

				Key Verses

				Matthew 26:36 Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder.

				37 And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy.

				38 Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me.

				39 And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.

				In Prayer and Fasting

				Matthew 4:1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.

				2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred.

				In Seeking the Lost

				John 4:3 He left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee.

				4 And he must needs go through Samaria.

				5 Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.

			

			
				6 Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour.

				7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink.

				In Love and Care

				John 21:12 Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord.

				13 Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise.

				14 This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after that he was risen from the dead.

				In His Desire for God’s Will

				Matthew 26:42 He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done.

				In Personal Sacrifice

				Matthew 27:27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the common hall, and gathered unto him the whole band of soldiers.

				28 And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe.

				29 And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews!

				30 And they spit upon him, and took the reed, and smote him on the head.

				31 And after that they had mocked him, they took the robe off from him, and put his own raiment on him, and led him away to crucify him.

			

			
				In Encouragement for Eternity

				John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.

				2 In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

				3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

				4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.

				5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?

				6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

				He Went a Little Farther

				He went a little farther

				Into the shades of night

				The darkness was foreboding

				Without one ray of light

				The Saviour’s heart was heavy

				While others took their rest

				He fought a mighty battle

				Within His troubled breast

				Although His heart was breaking

				Beneath the load of care

				He went a little farther

				And agonized in prayer

				– Fred Jarvis, missionary to Japan

			

			
				Jesus Never Complained (But Others Did)

				Key Verse

				Isaiah 53:7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.

				Israel Was a Complaining People

				Titus 1:9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.

				10 For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision:

				11 Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake.

				12 One of themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, the Cretians are always liars, evil beasts, slow bellies.

				13 This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith;

				Moses, a Meek Man, Endured Much Murmuring

				Exodus 15:23 And when they came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter: therefore the name of it was called Marah.

				24 And the people murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink?

				25 And he cried unto the LORD; and the LORD shewed him a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet: there he made for them a statute and an ordinance, and there he proved them,

			

			
				26 And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD that healeth thee.

				Exodus 17:1 And all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, after their journeys, according to the commandment of the LORD, and pitched in Rephidim: and there was no water for the people to drink.

				2 Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said, Give us water that we may drink. And Moses said unto them, Why chide ye with me? wherefore do ye tempt the LORD?

				3 And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Wherefore is this that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst?

				Characteristics of Murmuring

				Proverbs 6:19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.

				2 Thessalonians 3:10 For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat.

				11 For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies.

				12 Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread.

				13 But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.

				14 And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed.

			

			
				15 Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.

				1 Timothy 5:11 But the younger widows refuse: for when they have begun to wax wanton against Christ, they will marry;

				12 Having damnation, because they have cast off their first faith.

				13 And withal they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house; and not only idle, but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things which they ought not.

				14 I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear children, guide the house, give none occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully.

				15 For some are already turned aside after Satan.

				Changing a Critical Spirit

				Exodus 15:26 And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD that healeth thee.

				Christ and Fasting

				Key Verses

				Matthew 4:1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.

				2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred.

				3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.

			

			
				4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

				Jesus’ Instructions for Fasting

				Matthew 6:16 Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.

				17 But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face;

				18 That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.

				Fasting Should Be Led by the Holy Spirit

				Matthew 4:1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.

				2 And when he had fasted forty day and forty nights,


				Illustrations of Fasting

				Judges 20:26 Then all the children of Israel, and all the people, went up, and came unto the house of God, and wept, and sat there before the LORD, and fasted that day until even, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the LORD.

				27 And the children of Israel enquired of the LORD, (for the ark of the covenant of God was there in those days,

				Paul and Barnabas

				Acts 14:23 And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.

			

			
				Fasting and Repentance

				1 Samuel 7:6 And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew water, and poured it out before the LORD, and fasted on that day, and said there, We have sinned against the LORD. And Samuel judged the children of Israel in Mizpeh.

				King David Fasting

				2 Samuel 12:15 And Nathan departed unto his house. And the LORD struck the child that Uriah’s wife bare unto David, and it was very sick.

				16 David therefore besought God for the child; and David fasted, and went in, and lay all night upon the earth.

				17 And the elders of his house arose, and went to him, to raise him up from the earth: but he would not, neither did he eat bread with them.

				18 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that the child died. And the servants of David feared to tell him that the child was dead: for they said, Behold, while the child was yet alive, we spake unto him, and he would not hearken unto our voice: how will he then vex himself, if we tell him that the child is dead?

				A Whole City

				Jonah 3:5 So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them.

				6 For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.

				7 And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water:

			

			
				Nehemiah

				Nehemiah 1:4 And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of heaven,

				5 And said, I beseech thee, O LORD God of heaven, the great and terrible God, that keepeth covenant and mercy for them that love him and observe his commandments:

				6 Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy servant, which I pray before thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel thy servants, and confess the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I and my father’s house have sinned.

				Jesus and Wisdom

				Key Verses

				Luke 2:40 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him.

				52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.

				Knowledge Is the Amassing of Truth

				Hosea 6:6 For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.

				Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.

			

			
				Knowledge of Good and Evil

				Genesis 2:9 And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.

				A Wise Man

				Proverbs 10:14 Wise men lay up knowledge: but the mouth of the foolish is near destruction.

				Fools

				Proverbs 1:22 How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge?

				Wisdom

				Proverbs 4:5 Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth.

				6 Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee.

				7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.

				8 Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her.

				James 1:5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.

				6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.

				7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.

				8 A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.

			

			
				Proverbs 2:1 My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee;

				2 So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding;

				3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;

				4 If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures;

				5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.

				6 For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.

				7 He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly.

				2 Peter 1:8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

				9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

				10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:

				Jesus Is the Light of the World

				Key Verses

				John 1:6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.

				7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.

			

			
				8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.

				9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.

				John 8:12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

				John 9:5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.

				Compare

				Matthew 5:14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.

				15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.

				16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

				He is the True Light - We are the Reflective Light

				Galatians 1:15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by his grace,

				16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:

				The Ruler of Darkness

				Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

				12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

			

			
				2 Corinthians 4:1 Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not;

				2 But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.

				3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:

				4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

				5 For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake.

				6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

				The Word of God Dispels the Darkness

				Psalm 119:105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

				A Vivid Study on Light and Darkness

				Isaiah 50:10 Who is among you that feareth the LORD, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the LORD, and stay upon his God.

				11 Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks: walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall ye have of mine hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow.

			

			
				A Sad Destiny

				Matthew 25:30 And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

				Jesus the Door

				Key Verse

				John 10:9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.

				He Is the Only Door

				Matthew 7:13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:

				14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.

				15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

				Thieves and Robbers

				John 10:1 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.

				7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep.

				8 All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them.

			

			
				9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.

				10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

				The Good Shepherd

				John 10:11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.

				12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep.

				13 The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep.

				14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.

				15 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep.

				The Door Is Now Open (but)

				Matthew 25:8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.

				9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.

				10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.

				Psalm 1:4 The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away.

			

			
				5 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

				6 For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.

				Psalm 2:1 Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?

				2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying,

				3 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.

				4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.

				5 Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.

				Proverbs 1:25 But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof:

				26 I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh;

				27 When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you.

				28 Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me:

				29 For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD:

				30 They would none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof.

				31 Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices.

				John 7:33 Then said Jesus unto them, Yet a little while am I with you, and then I go unto him that sent me.

			

			
				34 Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come.

				35 Then said the Jews among themselves, Whither will he go, that we shall not find him? will he go unto the dispersed among the Gentiles, and teach the Gentiles?

				36 What manner of saying is this that he said, Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come?

				37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.

				38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.

				Jesus the Bread of Life

				Key Verse

				John 6:35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.

				Compare to the Old Testament Manna

				Exodus 16:15 And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, It is manna: for they wist not what it was. And Moses said unto them, This is the bread which the LORD hath given you to eat.

				John 6:31 Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat.

				32 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven.

			

			
				33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.

				34 Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread.

				35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.

				In the Tabernacle

				Hebrews 9:1 Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly sanctuary.

				2 For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the table, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary.

				3 And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all;

				4 Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant;

				Hidden Manna

				Revelation 2:16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.

				17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.

			

			
				Jesus and His Emotions

				Key Verses

				Luke 22:42 Saying, Father, If thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.

				43 And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him.

				44 And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.

				Moved With Compassion

				Matthew 9:36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.

				37 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;

				38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.

				Mark 1:40 And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and saying unto him, If thou will, thou canst make me clean.

				41 And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, I will; be thou clean.

				Groaned in His Spirit

				John 11:32 Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.

				33 When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled,

			

			
				34 And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see.

				35 Jesus wept.

				36 Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him!

				Soul-Sorrowful

				Mark 14:33 And he taketh with him Peter and James and John, and began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy;

				34 And saith unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, and watch.

				The Hour of His Passion Is Near

				John 12:26 If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.

				27 Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour.

				28 Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.

				His Experience As An Encouragement To Us

				John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.

				2 In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

				3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

				4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.

			

			
				5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?

				6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

				To the Father, But By Me

				John 14:27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.

				28 Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I.
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				Walking with the Shepherd 

				Introduction

				Key Verses

				John 10:1 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.

				2 But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.

				3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.

				4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.

				5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.

				Let’s Consider His Many Attributes

				John 10:9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.

				Matthew 11:29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

				Matthew 16:13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?

				14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.

				15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?

				16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

			

			
				Matthew 20:15 Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good?

				Matthew 27:42 He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him.

				43 He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of God.

				Mark 14:56 For many bare false witness against him, but their witness agreed not together.

				57 And there arose certain, and bare false witness against him, saying,

				58 We heard him say, I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and within three days I will build another made without hands.

				59 But neither so did their witness agree together.

				60 And the high priest stood up in the midst, and asked Jesus, saying, Answerest thou nothing? what is it which these witness against thee?

				61 But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked him, and said unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?

				62 And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.

				Luke 3:21 Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened,

				22 And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased.

				The Genealogy

				Luke 3:23 And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli,

			

			
				38 Which was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was the son of Adam, which was the son of God.

				Luke 21:8 And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and the time draweth near: go ye not therefore after them.

				9 But when ye shall hear of wars and commotions, be not terrified: for these things must first come to pass; but the end is not by and by.

				10 Then said he unto them, Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom:

				11 And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven.

				John 6:35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.

				36 But I said unto you, That ye also have seen me, and believe not.

				37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.

				48 I am that bread of life.

				John 7:28 Then cried Jesus in the temple as he taught, saying, Ye both know me, and ye know whence I am: and I am not come of myself, but he that sent me is true, whom ye know not.

				29 But I know him: for I am from him, and he hath sent me.

				John 8:12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

				13 The Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou bearest record of thyself; thy record is not true.

			

			
				14 Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear record of myself, yet my record is true: for I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither I go.

				23 And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world.

				24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.

				John 10:7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep.

				John 11:25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:

				26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?

				John 12:46 I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness.

				47 And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.

				48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.

				49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak.

				50 And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak.

			

			
				The Sheep

				Key Verses

				Acts 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.

				29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.

				30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.

				A Comparison

				Matthew 25:31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:

				32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:

				33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.

				34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:

				35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in:

				36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.

				37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?

			

			
				38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?

				39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?

				40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.

				41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:

				42 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink:

				43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.

				44 Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee?

				45 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.

				46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

				A Definite Need

				Matthew 9:35 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.

				36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.

			

			
				Matthew 10:5 These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not:

				6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

				The Value of One Sheep

				Matthew 12:11 And he said unto them, What man shall there be among you, that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out?

				12 How much then is a man better than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the sabbath days.

				Matthew 18:12 How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray?

				13 And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not astray.

				The right response for sheep

				John 10:25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father’s name, they bear witness of me.

				26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.

				27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

				28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.

				29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.

				30 I and my Father are one.

			

			
				The Sheepfold

				What is a sheepfold?


				
						It is an enclosure open to the wind.

						It is an enclosure open to the scrutiny of the owner.

						It is an enclosure not covered in, roofed over, nor shielded from the eyes of the shepherd.

						It is not a barn, shed, or any closed-in structure.

						Its walls—open to the sun, the sky, the stars, rain and wind—may be rough-laid stones, sun-dried bricks, timber, mud and wattle, or even tightly packed thorn brush.

						Its main purpose is to provide protection for the sheep.

						The predator is constantly looking for an opening to capture a sheep.

				

				Acts 20:29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.

				
						The sheepfold is also used for managing the sheep.

						In sheep country they use the term “folding the sheep.”

						This means the sheep are under special management so they might flourish and prosper under the shepherd’s care.

				

				Joshua 1:8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

				The Sheepfold Conveys the Idea of a Special Relationship With the Shepherd

			

			
				1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

				John 15:7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.

				David said, “The Lord is my shepherd” - that is, he is owner and manager.


				Thieves and Robbers Are Always Trying to Enter the Sheepfold

				Jude 4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

				2 John 9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.

				10 If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:

				11 For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.

				Satan Is Constantly Trying to Enter Our Life and Corrupt Us

				2 Corinthians 11:3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

				Our eternal security is not in the sheepfold, but in the shepherd.

				Ephesians 4:14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

			

			
				Colossians 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

				We Constantly See Sheep Robbed of the True Riches That Come From the Shepherd

				Luke 16:10 He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much.

				11 If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?

				12 And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another man’s, who shall give you that which is your own?

				Matthew 25:21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

				Praise For the Shepherd

				Psalm 139:1 O lord, thou hast searched me, and known me.

				2 Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off.

				3 Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways.

				4 For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether.

				5 Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me.

				6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.

			

			
				The Entry to the Sheepfold

				Key Verses

				2 Corinthians 11:3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

				John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

				Luke 12:39 And this know, that if the goodman of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched, and not have suffered his house to be broken through.

				The Sheep Need Good Eyes and Ears

				John 5:25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.

				26 For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself;

				27 And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man.

				28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice.

				John 10:2 But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.

				John 10:3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.

				4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.

			

			
				5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.

				16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.

				27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

				Matthew 24:42 Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.

				Matthew 26:38 Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me.

				39 And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.

				40 And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour?

				41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

				When the Shepherd Comes to the Gate He Makes Sounds that are Familiar to the Sheep

				Revelation 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

				The Shepherd Wants to Spend Time with us Willingly, not by Force

				2 Corinthians 8:1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia;

			

			
				2 How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.

				3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves;

				1 Corinthians 9:16 For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!

				17 For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me.

				Philemon 1:10 I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds:

				11 Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now profitable to thee and to me:

				12 Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive him, that is, mine own bowels:

				13 Whom I would have retained with me, that in thy stead he might have ministered unto me in the bonds of the gospel:

				14 But without thy mind would I do nothing; that thy benefit should not be as it were of necessity, but willingly.

				He Comes to Enrich our Lives

				John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

				Ephesians 3:19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.

			

			
				20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,

				Hebrews 6:17 Wherein God, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath:

				18 That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:

				19 Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil;

				1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

				4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,

				5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

				Walking With the Shepherd - the Shepherd’s Voice

				John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

				Acts 7:30 And when forty years were expired, there appeared to him in the wilderness of mount Sina an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush.

				31 When Moses saw it, he wondered at the sight: and as he drew near to behold it, the voice of the Lord came unto him,

				Acts 9:3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven:

				4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?

			

			
				Hebrews 3:15 While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation.

				Revelation 1:15 And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters.

				Revelation 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

				How do We Hear His Voice?

				2 Peter 1:16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.

				17 For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

				18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.

				19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:

				20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.

				21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

				2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:

				17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

			

			
				We Hear the Shepherd’s Voice; We Hear God’s Word Spoken

				Romans 10:14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?

				15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

				16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report?

				17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

				Listen to the Voice of the Shepherd

				John 11:25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:

				26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?

				Matthew 24:35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.

				Matthew 5:18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.

				How to Listen to His Voice

				Key Verses

				Psalm 19:1 The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handiwork.

				2 Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge.

				3 There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.

			

			
				4 Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,

				Listen With a Desire to Respond

				James 1:23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:

				24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.

				25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.

				Listen to His Servant

				Isaiah 50:10 Who is among you that feareth the LORD, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the LORD, and stay upon his God.

				11 Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks: walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall ye have of mine hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow.

				Listen to Share

				2 Corinthians 5:20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.

				Listen for Security

				John 14:18 I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.

			

			
				Hebrews 13:5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.

				6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.

				The Shepherd’s Leadership

				Key Verses

				John 10:4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.

				This lesson is about the shepherd and his capacity to understand what is best for the sheep. He cannot leave them in the sheepfold; it is dangerous for sickness. He must lead them to fresh pasture. Sheep left to themselves will eat what is in sight and then die of starvation.

				It is in the early morning when the dew is still on the grass that the sheep gain the most benefit. This means the shepherd is up early, personally refreshed, and ready to lead the sheep. He cannot be lazy or content with pasture.

				Proverbs 6:10 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep:

				Proverbs 24:34 So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth; and thy want as an armed man.

				The Shepherd’s Insight Must be Sharp in Learning the Need of the Sheep.

				2 Timothy 2:15 Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

			

			
				John 21:13 Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise.

				14 This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after that he was risen from the dead.

				15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.

				16 He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

				17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

				The Sheep Need Food to Inform

				Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.

				The Sheep Need Food to Motivate Them

				Luke 9:23 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.

				24 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it.

				57 And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.

			

			
				58 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.

				59 And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.

				60 Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God.

				61 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house.

				62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.

				Mark 10:28 Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee.

				29 And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s,

				30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.

				The Sheep Need Food for Prospering

				Joshua 1:8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

				9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.

			

			
				The Sheep Need a Healthy Appetite

				1 Peter 2:1 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings,

				2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:

				3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.

				The Sheep Need Proper Leadership

				Hebrews 13:7 Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.

				17 Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.

				24 Salute all them that have the rule over you, and all the saints.

				The Sheep Follow

				Key Verse

				John 10:4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.

				Sheep Are Not Leaders; They Are Followers

				1 Peter 2:21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:

				Matthew 4:18 And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers.

			

			
				19 And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.

				20 And they straightway left their nets, and followed him.

				Matthew 9:9 And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed him.

				Matthew 16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

				Matthew 19:16 And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?

				17 And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.

				18 He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness,

				19 Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

				20 The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet?

				21 Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me.

				22 But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions.

				John 21:18 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdest thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not.

			

			
				19 This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.

				20 Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; which also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee?

				21 Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do?

				22 Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me.

				The Shepherd Knows Where He Is Going

				John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.

				2 In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

				3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

				John 7:33 Then said Jesus unto them, Yet a little while am I with you, and then I go unto him that sent me.

				John 11:11 These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep.

				12 Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well.

				13 Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep.

				14 Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.

				15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him.

			

			
				20 Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met him: but Mary sat still in the house.

				21 Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.

				22 But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee.

				23 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again.

				24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.

				25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:

				26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?

				27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.

				Following An Example

				1 Corinthians 4:15 For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.

				16 Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.

				17 For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every where in every church.

				1 Corinthians 11:1 Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.

			

			
				1 Thessalonians 1:5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.

				6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost:

				7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia.

				1 Thessalonians 2:12 That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.

				13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.

				14 For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered like things of your own countrymen, even as they have of the Jews:

				15 Who both killed the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they please not God, and are contrary to all men:

				A Stranger They Will Not Follow

				Key Verses

				John 10:5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.

				1 Corinthians 14:10 There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them is without signification.

			

			
				Many False Prophets Who Lead Sheep Astray

				Acts 13:5 And when they were at Salamis, they preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: and they had also John to their minister.

				6 And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Barjesus:

				7 Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear the word of God.

				8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn away the deputy from the faith.

				9 Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him,

				10 And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord?

				Matthew 7:15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

				1 John 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.

				2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:

				3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.

				4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.

				5 They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them.

			

			
				6 We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.

				The Lord Is My Shepherd

				Acts 13:47 For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth.

				48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.

				49 And the word of the Lord was published throughout all the region.

				Genesis 15:1 After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.

				2 Samuel 7:4 And it came to pass that night, that the word of the LORD came unto Nathan, saying,

				5 Go and tell my servant David, Thus saith the LORD, Shalt thou build me an house for me to dwell in?

				1 Kings 18:1 And it came to pass after many days, that the word of the LORD came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, shew thyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth.

				2 And Elijah went to shew himself unto Ahab. And there was a sore famine in Samaria.

				3 And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the governor of his house. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly:

				4 For it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD, that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water.)

			

			
				5 And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into the land, unto all fountains of water, and unto all brooks: peradventure we may find grass to save the horses and mules alive, that we lose not all the beasts.

				6 So they divided the land between them to pass throughout it: Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah went another way by himself.

				7 And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, Elijah met him: and he knew him, and fell on his face, and said, Art thou that my lord Elijah?

				8 And he answered him, I am: go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here.

				9 And he said, What have I sinned, that thou wouldest deliver thy servant into the hand of Ahab, to slay me?

				10 As the LORD thy God liveth, there is no nation or kingdom, whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee: and when they said, He is not there; he took an oath of the kingdom and nation, that they found thee not.

				11 And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here.

				12 And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from thee, that the spirit of the LORD shall carry thee whither I know not; and so when I come and tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me: but I thy servant fear the LORD from my youth.

				13 Was it not told my lord what I did when Jezebel slew the prophets of the LORD, how I hid an hundred men of the Lord’s prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water?

				14 And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here: and he shall slay me.

				15 And Elijah said, As the LORD of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, I will surely shew myself unto him to day.

			

			
				1 Kings 13:1 And, behold, there came a man of God out of Judah by the word of the LORD unto Bethel: and Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense.

				2 And he cried against the altar in the word of the LORD, and said, O altar, altar, thus saith the LORD; Behold, a child shall be born unto the house of David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high places that burn incense upon thee, and men’s bones shall be burnt upon thee.

				14 And went after the man of God, and found him sitting under an oak: and he said unto him, Art thou the man of God that camest from Judah? And he said, I am.

				15 Then he said unto him, Come home with me, and eat bread.

				16 And he said, I may not return with thee, nor go in with thee: neither will I eat bread nor drink water with thee in this place:

				17 For it was said to me by the word of the LORD, Thou shalt eat no bread nor drink water there, nor turn again to go by the way that thou camest.

				18 He said unto him, I am a prophet also as thou art; and an angel spake unto me by the word of the LORD, saying, Bring him back with thee into thine house, that he may eat bread and drink water. But he lied unto him.

				Isaiah 6:1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the LORD sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.

				2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.

				3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.

				4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.

			

			
				5 Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.

				6 Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar:

				7 And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.

				8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.

				9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not.

				10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.

				11 Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate,

				The Doorway for the Sheep

				Key Verses

				John 10:7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep.

				8 All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them.

				Revelation 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

			

			
				Folding the Sheep

				This has to do with the whole process of sheep management. Most sheep are self-willed and do not desire management. Jesus, as the door, opens and closes as He wills for the movement of the sheep for protection, for nurturing, for training. The sheep have two lives to live: one internal, personal, and private, and one public, visible, and useable. The shepherd must manage both.

				Ephesians 6:4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

				The Inner Life

				Ephesians 3:16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man.

				2 Corinthians 4:15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.

				16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.

				17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;

				18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.

				The Outer Life

				It is where we touch the world around us. In a lifetime, maybe hundreds of contacts. In our church life and our contact with each other

			

			
				Colossians 3:12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;

				13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.

				14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.

				15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.

				Exodus 12:7 And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it.

				Deuteronomy 6:5 And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

				6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:

				7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.

				8 And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.

				9 And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.

				Deuteronomy 11:18 Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets between your eyes.

				19 And ye shall teach them your children, speaking of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.

				20 And thou shalt write them upon the door posts of thine house, and upon thy gates:

			

			
				21 That your days may be multiplied, and the days of your children, in the land which the LORD sware unto your fathers to give them, as the days of heaven upon the earth.

				22 For if ye shall diligently keep all these commandments which I command you, to do them, to love the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, and to cleave unto him;

				23 Then will the LORD drive out all these nations from before you, and ye shall possess greater nations and mightier than yourselves.

				Today Jesus Christ Is Our Door to Abundant Living

				John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

				Entering a New life

				John 10:9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.

				10(a) The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.

				The True Shepherd will never do anything to destroy his sheep. He may find a need to chastise, but never destroy.

				Hebrews 12:5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him:

				6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.

				7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?

			

			
				8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.

				9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?

				10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness.

				11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.

				12 Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees;

				13 And make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed.

				14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:

				The Good Shepherd Is Our Door to Salvation

				Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

				2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

				18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;

				Luke 19:10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.

				Hebrews 5:8 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;

			

			
				9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.

				Warnings

				John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.

				Colossians 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

				2 Corinthians 11:1 Would to God ye could bear with me a little in my folly: and indeed bear with me.

				2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.

				3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

				Corrupted Minds

				Romans 16:17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.

				18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.

				2 Timothy 2:24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient,

				25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;

				26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.

			

			
				Luke 9:56 For the Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.

				2 Timothy 3:8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.

				9 But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also was.

				10 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience,

				True Leadership from God

				1 Timothy 4:11 These things command and teach.

				12 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

				13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.

				Freedom

				Shall go in and out, and find pasture

				Romans 6:22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.

				John 8:36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.

				Galatians 5:1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.

			

			
				The Abundant Life

				Key Verses

				John 10:b I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

				11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.

				Abundant Living

				Ephesians 3:19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.

				20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,

				21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.

				Titus 3:4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,

				5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

				6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;

				7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

				2 Corinthians 4:15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.

			

			
				2 Corinthians 7:15 And his inward affection is more abundant toward you, whilst he remembereth the obedience of you all, how with fear and trembling ye received him.

				1 Timothy 1:14 And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.

				1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

				Contentment

				Luke 3:12 Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto him, Master, what shall we do?

				13 And he said unto them, Exact no more than that which is appointed you.

				14 And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what shall we do? And he said unto them, Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages.

				Hebrews 13:5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.

				6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.

				Philippians 4:10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity.

				11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.

			

			
				12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.

				13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

				1 Timothy 6:6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.

				7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.

				8 And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.

				9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.

				10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

				Spiritual Fitness

				Acts 24:16 And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men.

				1 Timothy 4:7 But refuse profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise thyself rather unto godliness.

				8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.

				The Power of the Inner Man

				Colossians 1:25 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God;

				26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:

			

			
				27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

				28 Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:

				29 Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.

				Assurance

				2 Timothy 1:11 Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.

				12 For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.

				Hebrews 13:5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.

				6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.

				All of the eternal, ongoing activities, and energetic enterprises of God have been designed that we might share in His abundant life. - Phillip Keller

				Power

				Ephesians 3:20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,

				21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.

			

			
				The Generosity of God

				Romans 8:31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

				32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?

				The Hireling

				A hireling is not always taking the position for money. It could be for recognition, power or praise. The nature of the hireling is self-centered. His real care for the sheep is phony.

				Key Verses

				Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

				He Is Followed by the Sheep for the Wrong Reason

				Job 32:21 Let me not, I pray you, accept any man’s person, neither let me give flattering titles unto man.

				Galatians 2:4 And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage:

				5 To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.

				6 But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no man’s person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference added nothing to me:

			

			
				Jude 16 These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men’s persons in admiration because of advantage.

				The Hireling Has an Attitude Problem

				Luke 16:19 There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day:

				20 And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores,

				21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.

				Luke 18:10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.

				11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.

				12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.

				13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.

				14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

				Luke 15:27 And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound.

				28 And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and entreated him.

			

			
				29 And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends:

				30 But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf.

				31 And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.

				32 It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.

				True attitudes show themselves in the hireling when the going gets tough—the hireling will flee.

				Colossians 4:14 Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you.

				Philemon 1:23 There salute thee Epaphras, my fellowprisoner in Christ Jesus;

				24 Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas, my fellowlabourers.

				2 Timothy 4:10 For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia.

				Judas Sold Out for the Price of a Slave

				Matthew 26:14 Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests,

				15 And said unto them, What will ye give me, and I will deliver him unto you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver.

				16 And from that time he sought opportunity to betray him.

			

			
				Mark 14:43 And immediately, while he yet spake, cometh Judas, one of the twelve, and with him a great multitude with swords and staves, from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders.

				44 And he that betrayed him had given them a token, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he; take him, and lead him away safely.

				45 And as soon as he was come, he goeth straightway to him, and saith, Master, master; and kissed him.

				46 And they laid their hands on him, and took him.

				Zechariah 11:12 And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver.

				13 And the LORD said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the LORD.

				God’s Indictment Against Those Who Are Hirelings

				Ezekiel 34:1 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

				2 Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks?

				3 Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed: but ye feed not the flock.

				4 The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye sought that which was lost; but with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them.

				5 And they were scattered, because there is no shepherd: and they became meat to all the beasts of the field, when they were scattered.

			

			
				6 My sheep wandered through all the mountains, and upon every high hill: yea, my flock was scattered upon all the face of the earth, and none did search or seek after them.

				7 Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the word of the LORD;

				8 As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely because my flock became a prey, and my flock became meat to every beast of the field, because there was no shepherd, neither did my shepherds search for my flock, but the shepherds fed themselves, and fed not my flock;

				9 Therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the word of the LORD;

				10 Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against the shepherds; and I will require my flock at their hand, and cause them to cease from feeding the flock; neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any more; for I will deliver my flock from their mouth, that they may not be meat for them.

				The Sacrificial Shepherd

				The True Shepherd

				John 10:15 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep.

				17 Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.

				18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father.

				Luke 22:39 And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to the mount of Olives; and his disciples also followed him.

				40 And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye enter not into temptation.

			

			
				41 And he was withdrawn from them about a stone’s cast, and kneeled down, and prayed,

				42 Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.

				43 And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him.

				44 And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.

				John 15:12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.

				13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.

				Romans 5:6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.

				7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.

				8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

				Hebrews 9:24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us:

				25 Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others;

				26 For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.

				Hebrews 10:11 And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins:

			

			
				12 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;

				Sacrifice

				Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

				Ephesians 5:2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.

				Hebrews 13:14 For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come.

				15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.

				16 But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.

				Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;

				2 Corinthians 8:1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia;

				2 How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.

				3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves;

				4 Praying us with much entreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.

			

			
				5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.

				1 Corinthians 11:23 For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread:

				24 And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.

				25 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, this cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.

				Learning How to Walk Properly

				Key Verse

				Psalm 23:4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

				The First Step in Walking

				Romans 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

				Newness of Life

				2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

			

			
				The Old Walk

				Ephesians 2:2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:

				3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.

				The Old Man

				Romans 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.

				7 For he that is dead is freed from sin.

				Ephesians 4:17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind,

				18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:

				19 Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.

				20 But ye have not so learned Christ;

				21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus:

				22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;

				Colossians 3:4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.

			

			
				5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:

				6 For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience:

				7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them.

				8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.

				9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds.

				The New Man

				Ephesians 4:23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;

				24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

				25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.

				26 Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath:

				27 Neither give place to the devil.

				28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.

				29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.

				30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.

			

			
				31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:

				32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.

				Colossians 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:

				11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.

				12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;

				13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.

				14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.

				15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.

				Walk in Love

				Key Verses

				Ephesians 5:1 Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;

				2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.

				Learning to Love

				1 Corinthians 13:1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.

			

			
				2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.

				3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.

				4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,

				1 Corinthians 4:15 For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.

				16 Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.

				17 For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every where in every church.

				18 Now some are puffed up, as though I would not come to you.

				19 But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will, and will know, not the speech of them which are puffed up, but the power.

				20 For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.

				21 What will ye? shall I come unto you with a rod, or in love, and in the spirit of meekness?

				1 Corinthians 13:5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;

				6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;

				7 Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.

				Matthew 5:43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.

			

			
				44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;

				45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.

				46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same?

				1 Corinthians 13:8 Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.

				9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.

				10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.

				11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.

				12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.

				13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.

				Walk As Children of Light

				Key Verses

				Ephesians 5:8 For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:

				9 (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)

			

			
				10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.

				11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.

				12 For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.

				13 But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light.

				14 Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.

				John 1:4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

				5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.

				John 3:21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.

				Trusting God

				Proverbs 2:6 For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.

				7 He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly.

				8 He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints.

				9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every good path.

				10 When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul;

				11 Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee:

			

			
				12 To deliver thee from the way of the evil man, from the man that speaketh froward things;

				13 Who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways of darkness.

				Proverbs 6:20 My son, keep thy father’s commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother:

				21 Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck.

				22 When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee.

				23 For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life:

				Psalm 119:105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

				Darkness

				John 3:17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

				18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

				19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

				20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.

				21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.

				Matthew 6:22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light.

			

			
				23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!

				John 8:12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

				Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

				12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

				Jesus Our Companion

				1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

				Proverbs 4:26 Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established.

				Psalm 73:2 But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped.

				3 For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.

				16 When I thought to know this, it was too painful for me;

				17 Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end.

				Walk Circumspectly

				Key Verses

				Ephesians 5:15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,

			

			
				16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

				17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.

				Diligently

				2 Peter 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

				6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;

				7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.

				8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

				9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

				10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:

				Fall

				James 5:12 But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation.

				Luke 6:39 And he spake a parable unto them, Can the blind lead the blind? shall they not both fall into the ditch?

				1 Timothy 3:5 (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?)

				6 Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.

			

			
				7 Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

				1 Corinthians 10:10 Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer.

				11 Now all these things happened unto them for examples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.

				12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.

				2 Peter 3:13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.

				14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.

				15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;

				16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.

				17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.

				18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

				Romans 14:12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.

				13 Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother’s way.

			

			
				Good News

				Psalm 37:23 The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way.

				24 Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand.

				25 I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.

				Hebrews 4:8 For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day.

				9 There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.

				10 For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his.

				11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.

				12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

				Walking in Truth

				Key Verse

				2 John 4 I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment from the Father.

				The Warning

				2 John 7 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.

			

			
				8 Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.

				2 Corinthians 4:1 Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not;

				2 But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.

				3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:

				2 Peter 3:2 That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour:

				3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,

				Jude 11 Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core.

				12 These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots;

				13 Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.

				14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints,

				15 To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.

			

			
				16 These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men’s persons in admiration because of advantage.

				The Truth Is Revealed to Us in Three Ways

				
						A person

				

				John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

				
						A book

				

				John 17:14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

				15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.

				16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

				17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

				
						A system of faith

				

				Titus 1:15 Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled.

				16 They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.

				Titus 2:1 But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine:

				2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:

			

			
				17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

				Paul’s Defense of the Truth

				Romans 9:1 I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost,

				2 Corinthians 11:31 The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is blessed for evermore, knoweth that I lie not.

				Galatians 1:20 Now the things which I write unto you, behold, before God, I lie not.

				The Subtle Approach by the Devil

				Galatians 1:6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel:

				7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.

				8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.

				Our Ministry

				Ephesians 4:11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

				12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

				13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

			

			
				14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

				15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:

				God Hates Liars

				Proverbs 6:16 These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:

				17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,

				Revelation 22:13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.

				14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.

				15 For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.

				16 I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.

				Truth Is Not Subjective

				
						It feels true

						It is objective

						It is fact not theory

				

			

			
				Walking in the Lord’s Ways

				Deuteronomy 5:33 Ye shall walk in all the ways which the LORD your God hath commanded you, that ye may live, and that it may be well with you, and that ye may prolong your days in the land which ye shall possess.

				Psalm 138:5 Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the LORD: for great is the glory of the LORD.

				Hosea 14:9 Who is wise, and he shall understand these things? prudent, and he shall know them? for the ways of the LORD are right, and the just shall walk in them: but the transgressors shall fall therein.

				His Ways

				Deuteronomy 32:4 He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he.

				Habakkuk 3:6 He stood, and measured the earth: he beheld, and drove asunder the nations; and the everlasting mountains were scattered, the perpetual hills did bow: his ways are everlasting.

				Compared to Man’s Ways

				Proverbs 14:12 There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.

				Proverbs 16:2 All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the LORD weigheth the spirits.

				James 1:8 A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.

				Matthew 7:13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:

				14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.

			

			
				Matthew 22:15 Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might entangle him in his talk.

				16 And they sent out unto him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any man: for thou regardest not the person of men.

				17 Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not?

				18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites?

				19 Show me the tribute money. And they brought unto him a penny.

				20 And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and superscription?

				21 They say unto him, Caesar’s. Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are God’s.

				22 When they had heard these words, they marvelled, and left him, and went their way.

				John 14:3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

				4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.

				5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?

				6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

				Acts 18:24 And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus.

			

			
				25 This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John.

				26 And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly.

				2 Peter 2:1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.

				2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.

				3 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.

				4 For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;

				5 And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;

				6 And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly;

				Conclusion

				Psalm 119:1 Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD.

			

			
				2 Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart.

				3 They also do no iniquity: they walk in his ways.

				4 Thou hast commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently.

				5 O that my ways were directed to keep thy statutes!

				6 Then shall I not be ashamed, when I have respect unto all thy commandments.

				7 I will praise thee with uprightness of heart, when I shall have learned thy righteous judgments.

				27 Make me to understand the way of thy precepts: so shall I talk of thy wondrous works.

				Walking Properly

				Key Verse

				John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

				The Proper Walk is to Follow

				Mark 8:34 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

				35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same shall save it.

				Matthew 4:18 And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers.

				19 And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.

			

			
				20 And they straightway left their nets, and followed him.

				Peter Discusses Following With the Lord

				Mark 10:28 Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee.

				29 And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s,

				30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.

				Matthew Responds

				Luke 5:27 And after these things he went forth, and saw a publican, named Levi, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he said unto him, Follow me.

				28 And he left all, rose up, and followed him.

				29 And Levi made him a great feast in his own house: and there was a great company of publicans and of others that sat down with them.

				30 But their scribes and Pharisees murmured against his disciples, saying, Why do ye eat and drink with publicans and sinners?

				31 And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are whole need not a physician; but they that are sick.

				32 I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

				Some Respond Conditionally

				Luke 9:56 For the Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them. And they went to another village.

			

			
				57 And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.

				58 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.

				59 And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.

				60 Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God.

				61 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house.

				62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.

				Sometimes God Will Ask a Follower to Follow in a Unique Way

				Acts 12:6 And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept the prison.

				7 And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands.

				8 And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me.

				9 And he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it was true which was done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision.

				10 When they were past the first and the second ward, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened to them of his own accord: and they went out, and passed on through one street; and forthwith the angel departed from him.

			

			
				Walking With the Shepherd Is Rewarding

				Psalm 23:1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

				Psalm 37:16 A little that a righteous man hath is better than the riches of many wicked.

				17 For the arms of the wicked shall be broken: but the LORD upholdeth the righteous.

				18 The LORD knoweth the days of the upright: and their inheritance shall be for ever.

				19 They shall not be ashamed in the evil time: and in the days of famine they shall be satisfied.

				Some Things in Our Walk Are Conditional

				John 15:4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.

				5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.

				6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.

				7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.

				David was very aware of God’s walking with him and we should be too

				Psalm 37:1 Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity.

			

			
				2 For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb.

				3 Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.

				4 Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.

				5 Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.

				6 And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday.

				7 Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass.

				Some Things You Will Never Want For

				John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

				28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.

				29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.

				30 I and my Father are one.

				Bread for Our Walk

				Psalm 37:23 The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way.

				24 Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand.

			

			
				25 I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.

				2 Corinthians 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

				10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.

				He Is the Owner and Manager

				1 Corinthians 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?

				20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.

				2 Thessalonians 3:4 And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will do the things which we command you.

				5 And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ.

				6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.

				John 15:5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.

			

			
				Contentment Is One of the Great Treasures of This Life

				Hebrews 13:5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.

				6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.

				Philippians 4:11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.

				12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.

				13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

				1 Timothy 6:6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.

				7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.

				8 And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.

				He is Always Aware of Your Wants

				Psalm 121:1 I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.

				2 My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth.

				3 He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber.

				4 Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.

				5 The LORD is thy keeper: the LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand.

				6 The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night.

			

			
				7 The LORD shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul.

				8 The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore.

				Walking With the Shepherd is Rewarding

				Key Verses

				Psalm 23:1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

				2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:

				It is difficult to get sheep to lie down; thus He maketh me to lie down. The Shepherd knows four things are important for the sheep:

				1. They need to be free from fear. Sheep are timid by nature.

				2. They need to be free from friction from other sheep.

				3. If sheep are tormented by flies or other parasites, they will not lie down.

				4. They need to be free from hunger, thus green pastures. The Good Shepherd knows He is responsible for this care.

				The Predators Love to Attack the Lambs.

				Psalm 4:8 I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, LORD, only makest me dwell in safety.

				2 Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

				Ezekiel 34:20 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD unto them; Behold, I, even I, will judge between the fat cattle and between the lean cattle.

				21 Because ye have thrust with side and with shoulder, and pushed all the diseased with your horns, till ye have scattered them abroad;

			

			
				22 Therefore will I save my flock, and they shall no more be a prey; and I will judge between cattle and cattle.

				Walking With the Shepherd

				Walking with the Shepherd is rewarding

				Psalm 23:2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:

				The Shepherd Knows the Importance of Rest

				Exodus 23:12 Six days thou shalt do thy work, and on the seventh day thou shalt rest: that thine ox and thine ass may rest, and the son of thy handmaid, and the stranger, may be refreshed.

				Exodus 34:21 Six days thou shalt work, but on the seventh day thou shalt rest: in earing time and in harvest thou shalt rest.

				Mark 6:31 And he said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while: for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat.

				The Shepherd knows the sheep will not lie down until four requirements are met:

				1) The sheep must be free from fear.

				2 Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

				The Disciples

				Mark 4:35 And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side.

				36 And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And there were also with him other little ships.

			

			
				37 And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full.

				38 And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish?

				39 And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.

				40 And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?

				41 And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?

				Mark 5:1 And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes.

				Elisha’s Servant

				2 Kings 6:15 And when the servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the city both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master! How shall we do?

				16 And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them.

				17 And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.

				2) The sheep need to be free from friction from other sheep.

				Sometimes the Lord calms the storm; sometimes He lets the storm rage and calms His child.

			

			
				Galatians 5:13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.

				14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

				15 But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another.

				26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another.

				Luke 9:46 Then there arose a reasoning among them, which of them should be greatest.

				47 And Jesus, perceiving the thought of their heart, took a child, and set him by him,

				48 And said unto them, Whosoever shall receive this child in my name receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive me receiveth him that sent me: for he that is least among you all, the same shall be great.

				3) The sheep must be free from parasites - flies, ticks.

				Psalm 119:49 Remember the word unto thy servant, upon which thou hast caused me to hope.

				50 This is my comfort in my affliction: for thy word hath quickened me.

				John 16:6 But because have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart.

				7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, will send him unto you.

				4) The sheep must be free from hunger, thus green pastures.

				Ezekiel 34:15 I will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie down, saith the Lord GOD.

			

			
				John 6:35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.

				The Shepherd Knows He Is Responsible for This Care

				Psalm 4:8 I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, LORD, only makest me dwell in safety.

				Green Pastures of His Love

				Jeremiah 31:3 The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.

				Green Pastures of His Grace

				Ephesians 1:6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.

				Green Pastures of His Forgiveness and Redemption

				Ephesians 1:7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;

				8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence;

				Green Pastures of His Word

				1 Peter 1:25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.

				1 Peter 2:1 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evilspeakings,

				2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:

			

			
				3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.

				The Good Shepherd’s Rest

				Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

				29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

				30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

				Walking With the Shepherd is Absolutely Necessary

				Key Verses

				Psalm 23:1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

				2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.

				The Still Waters

				Mark 4:37 And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full.

				38 And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish?

				39 And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.

				40 And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?

				41 And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?

			

			
				Luke 8:22 Now it came to pass on a certain day, that he went into a ship with his disciples: and he said unto them, Let us go over unto the other side of the lake. And they launched forth.

				23 But as they sailed he fell asleep: and there came down a storm of wind on the lake; and they were filled with water, and were in jeopardy.

				24 And they came to him, and awoke him, saying, Master, master, we perish. Then he arose, and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water: and they ceased, and there was a calm.

				25 And he said unto them, Where is your faith? And they being afraid wondered, saying one to another, What manner of man is this! for he commandeth even the winds and water, and they obey him.

				Sheep Must be Led or They Will Drink From Polluted Water.

				
						The shepherd does not desire sick, weak, or contaminated sheep. The still waters will do several things:

						They will visibly show its purity.

						They will eliminate fear of impending danger.

						They will be refreshing to the soul.

						They will add confidence in the Shepherd.

						They will ease anxiety.

				

				God has set a plan for his sheep and thus gives them a pastor Shepherd.

				Ephesians 4:11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

				12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

			

			
				13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

				14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

				15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:

				16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

				Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;

				26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,

				27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

				John 4:9 Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, asketh drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.

				10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.

				11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water?

				12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle?

			

			
				13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again:

				14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.

				The Eternal Work of the Good Shepherd

				Hebrews 10:19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,

				20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh;

				21 And having an high priest over the house of God;

				22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

				Revelation 21:25 And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there.

				26 And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it.

				27 And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

				Revelation 22:1 And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.

				Walking With the Shepherd Is Convicting

				Psalm 23:1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

				2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:

			

			
				3 He restoreth my soul:

				1 John 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

				9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

				The Sheep Needs Restoration When He Is in a Cast-Down Condition

				Psalm 42:11 Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.

				Nathan the Prophet

				2 Samuel 12:1 And the LORD sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said unto him, There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor.

				2 The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds:

				3 But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter.

				4 And there came a traveler unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the poor man’s lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him.

				5 And David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die:

			

			
				6 And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.

				7 And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul;

				Psalm 51:1 Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.

				2 Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.

				3 For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.

				4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.

				5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.

				6 Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.

				7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

				8 Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.

				9 Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.

				10 Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.

				11 Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.

				12 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.

			

			
				13 Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee.

				14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness.

				15 O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

				16 For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering.

				17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.

				What God Thought of David

				Acts 13:22 And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfill all my will.

				Walking with the Shepherd has Great Purpose

				Psalm 23:1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

				2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.

				3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

				His Name’s Sake

				Philippians 1:27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;

			

			
				28 And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God.

				29 For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake;

				1 John 2:12 I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name’s sake.

				3 John 3 For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified of the truth that is in thee, even as thou walkest in the truth.

				4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.

				5 Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the brethren, and to strangers;

				6 Which have borne witness of thy charity before the church: whom if thou bring forward on their journey after a godly sort, thou shalt do well:

				7 Because that for his name’s sake they went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles.

				His Sake

				Mark 8:34 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

				35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same shall save it.

				Mark 10:28 Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee.

				29 And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s,

			

			
				30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.

				We are Stewards Entrusted with His Goods

				Matthew 25:14 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.

				15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey.

				Mark 13:34 For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every man his woman commanded the porter to watch.

				Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

				Romans 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

				21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets;

				22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:

				25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;

				26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.

				James 1:18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

			

			
				19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:

				20 For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.

				Our Stewardship as We Walk

				Mark 8:35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same shall save it.

				1 Corinthians 4:1 Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God.

				2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.

				1 Peter 4:7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.

				8 And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins.

				9 Use hospitality one to another without grudging.

				10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

				11 If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

				Paul’s Testimony

				Colossians 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

			

			
				24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church:

				25 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God;

				26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:

				27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

				Walking With the Shepherd is Walking With the Great Victor

				Key Verses

				Psalm 23:1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

				2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.

				3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

				4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:

				The Last Enemy

				1 Corinthians 15:51 Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

				52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

			

			
				53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.

				54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.

				55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?

				56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.

				57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

				25 For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.

				26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.

				Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

				Walking Through the Valley

				Psalm 23:4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

				The Shadow of Death

				Psalm 23:3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

				4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

				5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

			

			
				6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

				Matthew 9:36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.

				Matthew 10:16 Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.

				Matthew 18:12 How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray?

				13 And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not astray.

				John 10:11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.

				John 21:16 He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

				17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

				1 Peter 2:25 For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.

			

			
				Walking With the False Shepherd (the Wolf)

				Character of the Wolf

				Jeremiah 5:6 Wherefore a lion out of the forest shall slay them, and a wolf of the evenings shall spoil them, a leopard shall watch over their cities: every one that goeth out thence shall be torn in pieces: because their transgressions are many, and their backslidings are increased.

				Habakkuk 1:8 Their horses also are swifter than the leopards, and are more fierce than the evening wolves: and their horsemen shall spread themselves, and their horsemen shall come from far; they shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat.

				Ezekiel 22:27 Her princes in the midst thereof are like wolves ravening the prey, to shed blood, and to destroy souls, to get dishonest gain.

				Jesus As the Spoil

				Matthew 27:25 Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be on us, and on our children.

				26 Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified.

				27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the common hall, and gathered unto him the whole band of soldiers.

				28 And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe.

				29 And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews!

				30 And they spit upon him, and took the reed, and smote him on the head.

				31 And after that they had mocked him, they took the robe off from him, and put his own raiment on him, and led him away to crucify him.

			

			
				36 And sitting down they watched him there;

				Wolves in Sheep’s Clothing

				Matthew 7:15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

				A Parable

				Matthew 13:24 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field:

				25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way.

				26 But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also.

				27 So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares?

				28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up?

				29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them.

				30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.

				Warning to the Church

				Acts 20:29 For know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.

				30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.

			

			
				31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.

				An Example

				2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

				16 But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness.

				17 And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus;

				18 Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some.

				We Are in Wolf Country

				Luke 10:3 Go your ways: behold, I send you forth as lambs among wolves.

				John 10:12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep.

				Matthew 10:16 Behold, send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.

				Wolves Are Nocturnal

				Zephaniah 3:3 Her princes within her are roaring lions; her judges are evening wolves; they gnaw not the bones till the morrow.

				Consider Judas

				John 13:27 And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do quickly.

			

			
				28 Now no man at the table knew for what intent he spake this unto him.

				29 For some of them thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus had said unto him, Buy those things that we have need of against the feast; or, that he should give something to the poor.

				30 He then having received the sop went immediately out: and it was night.

				Protection From the Wolves

				
						Stay in the sheepfold

				

				Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)

				24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:

				25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

				John 10:9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.

				
						Stay close to the Shepherd

				

				Psalm 23:4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

				Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and will give you rest.

				29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

			

			
				



			

	


Part III

				Building a Spiritual House

				



			

	






			

			
				The Master Builder

				Key Verse

				1 Corinthians 3:10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.

				The Blueprint for Building

				1 Corinthians 3:11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

				Ephesians 2:19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;

				20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;

				21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:

				22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.

				The Building Materials

				1 Corinthians 3:12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;

				The Cornerstone

				1 Peter 2:7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,

			

			
				8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.

				The Danger

				Matthew 7:24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:

				25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.

				26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand:

				27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.

				29 Or else how can one enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house.

				Building for Eternity

				2 Corinthians 4:18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.

				2 Corinthians 5:1 For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

				Co-Laborers

				1 Corinthians 3:9 For we are labourers together with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building.

			

			
				Ephesians 4:11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

				12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

				13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

				14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

				15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:

				16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

				Acts 20:31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.

				32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.

				Building Our Spiritual House

				The Foundation

				1 Corinthians 3:11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

			

			
				Ephesians 2:19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;

				20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;

				Psalm 11:3 If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?

				God’s Plan

				Isaiah 28:16 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.

				Conditions That Brought About This Statement

				Isaiah 28:14 Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornful men, that rule this people which is in Jerusalem.

				15 Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves:

				17 Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.

				18 And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it.

				Israel’s Response to God’s Plan

				Matthew 21:33 Hear another parable: There was a certain householder, which planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about, and digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country:

			

			
				34 And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it.

				35 And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned another.

				36 Again, he sent other servants more than the first: and they did unto them likewise.

				37 But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, They will reverence my son.

				38 But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance.

				39 And they caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him.

				40 When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will he do unto those husbandmen?

				41 They say unto him, He will miserably destroy those wicked men, and will let out his vineyard unto other husbandmen, which shall render him the fruits in their seasons.

				42 Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?

				Jesus Christ the Cornerstone

				Foundation Stone

				1 Corinthians 3:11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

			

			
				Precious Stone

				1 Peter 2:7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,

				8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.

				Tried Stone

				1 Peter 2:21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:

				22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:

				Conclusion

				
						Jesus is the Rock, our foundation.

						The prophets all predicted his coming and work.

						The apostles were witnesses to his actual appearance.

						Any other foundation will fail.

				

				Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

				The Walls

				As we build on the foundation, walls are next. They will provide protection, stability, and division of compartments. Rooms are then designated for specific uses.

			

			
				Key Verses

				Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

				13 Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.

				Biblical References to Walls

				Leviticus 14:36 Then the priest shall command that they empty the house, before the priest go into it to see the plague, that all that is in the house be not made unclean: and afterward the priest shall go in to see the house:

				37 And he shall look on the plague, and, behold, if the plague be in the walls of the house with hollow strakes, greenish or reddish, which in sight are lower than the wall;

				38 Then the priest shall go out of the house to the door of the house, and shut up the house seven days:

				39 And the priest shall come again the seventh day, and shall look: and, behold, if the plague be spread in the walls of the house;

				40 Then the priest shall command that they take away the stones in which the plague is, and they shall cast them into an unclean place without the city:

				41 And he shall cause the house to be scraped within round about, and they shall pour out the dust that they scrape off without the city into an unclean place:

			

			
				Consider the Spiritual Application

				1 Kings 6:5 And against the wall of the house he built chambers round about, against the walls of the house round about, both of the temple and of the oracle: and he made chambers round about:

				6 The nethermost chamber was five cubits broad, and the middle was six cubits broad, and the third was seven cubits broad: for without in the wall of the house he made narrowed rests round about, that the beams should not be fastened in the walls of the house.

				Consider the Detail

				Proverbs 25:28 He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls.

				Consider an Uncontrolled Life

				Nehemiah 2:12 And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me; neither told I any man what my God had put in my heart to do at Jerusalem: neither was there any beast with me, save the beast that I rode upon.

				13 And I went out by night by the gate of the valley, even before the dragon well, and to the dung port, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which were broken down, and the gates thereof were consumed with fire.

				Nehemiah Was a Re-Builder

				Psalm 122:6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee.

				7 Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces.

				Right Conditions Within the Walls

				Isaiah 26:1 In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; We have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks.

			

			
				Paul Delivered From Death Over a Wall

				Acts 9:23 And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews took counsel to kill him:

				24 But their laying await was known of Saul. And they watched the gates day and night to kill him.

				25 Then the disciples took him by night, and let him down by the wall in a basket.

				No House Will Stand Without God’s Salvation

				Acts 23:3 Then said Paul unto him, God shall smite thee, thou whited wall: for sittest thou to judge me after the law, and commandest me to be smitten contrary to the law?

				Matthew 23:27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness.

				28 Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.

				Walls Can Come Down By Faith

				Hebrews 11:30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days.

				31 By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace.

				God Is In Control Whether We Submit to His Plan Or Not

				Ephesians 2:11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;

			

			
				12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:

				13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.

				14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;

				15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;

				16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:

				The Roof

				The roof is for a covering, for protection from the elements. Even in a camping setting we take a tent or build a lean-to.

				The key word to this study is protection.

				Key Verses

				Isaiah 5:1 Now will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my beloved touching his vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill:

				2 And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a winepress therein: and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes.

				3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard.

			

			
				4 What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it? wherefore, when I looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes?

				5 And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and break down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down:

				6 And I will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, nor digged; but there shall come up briers and thorns: I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.

				7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant plant: and he looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry.

				Protection

				Genesis 6:8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.

				9 These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.

				10 And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

				11 The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.

				12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.

				13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

				14 Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch.

			

			
				15 And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.

				16 A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it.

				Genesis 7:5 And Noah did according unto all that the LORD commanded him.

				15 And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein is the breath of life.

				16 And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded him: and the LORD shut him in.

				Exodus 12:7 And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it.

				12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.

				13 And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.

				The Lord Is Our Protection

				Exodus 15:2 The LORD is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation: he is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation; my father’s God, and I will exalt him.

				2 Samuel 22:2 And he said, The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer;

			

			
				3 The God of my rock; in him will I trust: he is my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower, and my refuge, my saviour; thou savest me from violence.

				31 As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all them that trust in him.

				32 For who is God, save the LORD? and who is a rock, save our God?

				33 God is my strength and power: And he maketh my way perfect.

				34 He maketh my feet like hinds’ feet: and setteth me upon my high places.

				35 He teacheth my hands to war; so that a bow of steel is broken by mine arms.

				36 Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: and thy gentleness hath made me great.

				37 Thou hast enlarged my steps under me; so that my feet did not slip.

				Psalm 89:18 For the LORD is our defence; and the Holy One of Israel is our king.

				Psalm 118:6 The LORD is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me?

				2 Thessalonians 3:3 But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil.

				Psalm 3:1 LORD, how are they increased that trouble me! many are they that rise up against me.

				2 Many there be which say of my soul, There is no help for him in God. Selah.

				3 But thou, O LORD, art a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine head.

			

			
				The Prayer Closet

				Key Verses

				Matthew 6:5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.

				6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.

				7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.

				8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him.

				When We Pray We Acknowledge Certain Things

				
						The existence of God

						Our dependence on God

						Our trust in God

						Our obedience to God

						God’s interest in our prayer

				

				What Happens When We Cannot Communicate Our Thoughts

				Romans 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.

				27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.

			

			
				28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

				Making Our Requests Known to God

				Philippians 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.

				7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

				How Not to Pray

				James 1:5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.

				6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.

				7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.

				8 A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.

				James 4:2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not.

				3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.

				Don’t Give Up As Long As There Is Hope

				Luke 11:5 And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves;

				6 For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him?

			

			
				7 And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee.

				8 I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him as many as he needeth.

				9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.

				10 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

				11 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent?

				Key Word - Importunity

				Luke 18:1 And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint.

				1 Thessalonians 5:17 Pray without ceasing.

				18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.

				1 John 3:17 But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?

				18 My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.

				19 And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him.

				20 For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.

			

			
				21 Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God.

				22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.

				23 And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment.

				Revelation 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

				Comments

				This invitation above implies that Jesus is outside the church and has reduced his attempt to get back in to an individual invitation.

				This directs us to try and understand the truth of the mystery of Christ.

				The Great Room

				The great room is the modern term for the living room, the family room, or the front room. It is set up for family living and fellowship among family members. The Lord has much to say about family living.

				True families begin with a husband and a wife that will become a father and a mother.

				Its beginning dates to the beginning of man’s history.

			

			
				Key Verses

				Genesis 2:20 And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.

				21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof;

				22 And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.

				23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.

				24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

				After the sin of Adam and Eve, God continues the family but with strong consequences.

				Genesis 3:16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.

				17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;

				18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;

				19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

			

			
				The Law of Moses Gave Definite Family Instructions

				Deuteronomy 6:6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:

				7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.

				8 And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.

				9 And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.

				The New Testament Also Gives Basic Instructions for Family Living

				
						Husbands

				

				Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it.

				
						Wives

				

				Ephesians 5:22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.

				
						Children

				

				Ephesians 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.

				2 Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise;

				3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.

				
						Fathers

				

				Ephesians 6:4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

				1 Timothy 5:8 But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.

			

			
				
						Mothers

				

				Titus 2:3 The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things;

				4 That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children,

				5 To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed.

				
						Families

				

				Genesis 47:11 And Joseph placed his father and his brethren, and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded.

				12 And Joseph nourished his father, and his brethren, and all his father’s household, with bread, according to their families.

				Diversity of Individuals

				Genesis 49:9 Judah is a lion’s whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up?

				13 Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and he shall be for an haven of ships; and his border shall be unto Zidon.

				14 Issachar is a strong ass couching down between two burdens:

				16 Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel.

				17 Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall backward.

				21 Naphtali is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words.

			

			
				22 Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; whose branches run over the wall:

				The First Murder Was a Family Crime

				Genesis 4:8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.

				9 And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my brother’s keeper?

				The Power For Family Living

				Ephesians 5:16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

				17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.

				18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;

				The Dining Room

				The dining room is where we eat and drink our spiritual food.

				The church is where we come for a spiritual feast.

				Our food is spiritually designed by God to produce spiritual health.

				Consider manna .... God’s bread

				Key Verses

				John 6:31 Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat.

			

			
				32 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven.

				33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.

				34 Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread.

				35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.

				Philippians 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

				Revelation 21:6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.

				Revelation 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.

				Spiritual Desire

				1 Peter 2:1 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings,

				2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:

				3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.

				1 Corinthians 3:1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.

				2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.

			

			
				3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?

				Hebrews 5:8 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;

				9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;

				10 Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec.

				11 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing.

				12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.

				13 For every one that useth milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.

				14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

				Spiritual Indigestion

				Numbers 21:3 And the LORD hearkened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them and their cities: and he called the name of the place Hormah.

				4 And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to compass the land of Edom: and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way.

				5 And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread.

			

			
				Psalm 106:13 They soon forgat his works; they waited not for his counsel:

				14 But lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, and tempted God in the desert.

				15 And he gave them their request; but sent leanness into their soul.

				Numbers 11:18 And say thou unto the people, Sanctify yourselves against to morrow, and ye shall eat flesh: for ye have wept in the ears of the LORD, saying, Who shall give us flesh to eat? for it was well with us in Egypt: therefore the LORD will give you flesh, and ye shall eat.

				19 Ye shall not eat one day, nor two days, nor five days, neither ten days, nor twenty days;

				20 But even a whole month, until it come out at your nostrils, and it be loathsome unto you: because that ye have despised the LORD which is among you, and have wept before him, saying, Why came we forth out of Egypt?

				Spiritual Health

				Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.

				6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

				7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.

				8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones.

				3 John 2 Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.

				3 For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified of the truth that is in thee, even as thou walkest in the truth.

				4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.

			

			
				Spiritual Food

				Jeremiah 15:16 Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy name, O LORD God of hosts.

				Fast Food

				Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

				The Bedroom

				When we think of the bedroom, we think of sleep, a place of rest.

				We are completely at ease, comfortable, and free of anxiety.

				God has a special rest for His people that is accessed by faith.

				Key Verses

				Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

				29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

				30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

				Acts 2:25 For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved:

				26 Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope:

			

			
				God Has His Way of Providing in the Midst of Turmoil

				2 Corinthians 7:5 For, when we were come into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every side; without were fightings, within were fears.

				6 Nevertheless God, that comforteth those that are cast down, comforted us by the coming of Titus;

				7 And not by his coming only, but by the consolation wherewith he was comforted in you, when he told us your earnest desire, your mourning, your fervent mind toward me; so that I rejoiced the more.

				God’s Rest Discussed

				Hebrews 3:7 Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice,

				8 Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness:

				9 When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years.

				10 Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do always err in their heart; and they have not known my ways.

				11 So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.)

				12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.

				13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.

				14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end;

			

			
				Unbelief Is the Condition That Denies Rest

				Hebrews 3:15 While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation.

				16 For some, when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Moses.

				17 But with whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose carcases fell in the wilderness?

				18 And to whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not?

				19 So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.

				Hebrews 4:1 Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it.

				Application: The Red Sea Was the Day of Salvation

				Exodus 14:13 And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever.

				14 The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.

				The Journey to the Land Flowing with Milk and Honey Was Next

				Exodus 13:17 And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led them not through the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, Lest peradventure the people repent when they see war, and they return to Egypt.

			

			
				Then They Spied Out the Land

				Numbers 13:26 And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the congregation of the children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word unto them, and unto all the congregation, and shewed them the fruit of the land.

				27 And they told him, and said, We came unto the land whither thou sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this is the fruit of it.

				28 Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the land, and the cities are walled, and very great: and moreover we saw the children of Anak there.

				30 And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.

				31 But the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we.

				32 And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched unto the children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a great stature.

				33 And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.

				Condemned to the Wilderness Wandering

				Numbers 14:1 And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night.

				2 And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in this wilderness!

			

			
				3 And wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and our children should be a prey? were it not better for us to return into Egypt?

				4 And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt.

				Possessing the Land

				Deuteronomy 1:8 Behold, I have set the land before you: go in and possess the land which the LORD sware unto your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give unto them and to their seed after them.

				Driving the Enemy Out

				Deuteronomy 9:3 Understand therefore this day, that the LORD thy God is he which goeth over before thee; as a consuming fire he shall destroy them, and he shall bring them down before thy face: so shalt thou drive them out, and destroy them quickly, as the LORD hath said unto thee.

				4 Speak not thou in thine heart, after that the LORD thy God hath cast them out from before thee, saying, For my righteousness the LORD hath brought me in to possess this land: but for the wickedness of these nations the LORD doth drive them out from before thee.

				5 Not for thy righteousness, or for the uprightness of thine heart, dost thou go to possess their land: but for the wickedness of these nations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee, and that he may perform the word which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

				6 Understand therefore, that the LORD thy God giveth thee not this good land to possess it for thy righteousness; for thou art a stiffnecked people.

			

			
				They Disobeyed God and Did Not Experience His Rest

				Hebrews 3:7 Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice,

				8 Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness:

				9 When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years.

				10 Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do always err in their heart; and they have not known my ways.

				11 So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.)

				The Study

				Key Verses

				2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

				Galatians 6:3 For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.

				4 But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.

				To Study Is to Work Intellectually

				Joshua 1:8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

			

			
				Study Takes Time

				Ephesians 5:15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,

				16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

				17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.

				Study Involves Research

				John 5:39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.

				Necessary Tools of Study

				
						A good dictionary .... American Heritage on CD

						A good thesaurus .... for synonyms and antonyms

						A good concordance.... for Bible word study

				

				Subjects to Study

				
						Bible history

						Church history

						Prophecy

						Bible characters

						Godliness

						Doctrine

				

				2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:

			

			
				17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

				Teachers Are Very Important in Study

				1 Corinthians 14:19 Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue.

				2 Timothy 2:2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.

				Hebrews 5:12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.

				13 For every one that useth milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.

				14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

				A Passage of Scripture That Requires Some Thinking

				Philippians 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.

				7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

				8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.

			

			
				9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.

				The Staircase

				A stairway is for ascending and descending.

				Key Verses

				Genesis 28:10 And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran.

				11 And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep.

				12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it.

				13 And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed.

				Angels of God – Ascenders and Descenders

				Hebrews 13:2 Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.

				Matthew 18:10 Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven.

				Angels Are Messengers

				Daniel 9:20 And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for the holy mountain of my God;

			

			
				21 Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation.

				22 And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding.

				23 At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision.

				A Response by Jacob to the Dream He Saw

				Genesis 28:15 And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of.

				16 And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not.

				17 And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.

				18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it.

				19 And he called the name of that place Bethel: but the name of that city was called Luz at the first.

				20 And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on,

				21 So that I come again to my father’s house in peace; then shall the LORD be my God:

				22 And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God’s house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.

			

			
				Communication From God

				John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come.

				14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you.

				15 All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall show it unto you.

				Hebrews 1:1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,

				2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

				3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

				4 Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.

				5 For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?

				6 And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him.

				Revelation 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to show unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John:

				2 Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw.

			

			
				3 Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.

				Precious Memories

				Our house is now built and we will fill it with things that reflect who we really are. The things you want seen when guests arrive are an expression of our life.

				The Lord was always establishing memorials.

				Key Verses

				Joshua 4:1 And it came to pass, when all the people were clean passed over Jordan, that the LORD spake unto Joshua, saying,

				2 Take you twelve men out of the people, out of every tribe a man,

				3 And command ye them, saying, Take you hence out of the midst of Jordan, out of the place where the priests’ feet stood firm, twelve stones, and ye shall carry them over with you, and leave them in the lodging place, where ye shall lodge this night.

				4 Then Joshua called the twelve men, whom he had prepared of the children of Israel, out of every tribe a man:

				5 And Joshua said unto them, Pass over before the ark of the LORD your God into the midst of Jordan, and take you up every man of you a stone upon his shoulder, according unto the number of the tribes of the children of Israel:

				6 That this may be a sign among you, that when your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What mean ye by these stones?

				7 Then ye shall answer them, That the waters of Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD; when it passed over Jordan, the waters of Jordan were cut off: and these stones shall be for a memorial unto the children of Israel for ever.

			

			
				Precious Ointment

				Matthew 26:7 There came unto him a woman having an alabaster box of very precious ointment, and poured it on his head, as he sat at meat.

				8 But when his disciples saw it, they had indignation, saying, To what purpose is this waste?

				9 For this ointment might have been sold for much, and given to the poor.

				10 When Jesus understood it, he said unto them, Why trouble ye the woman? for she hath wrought a good work upon me.

				11 For ye have the poor always with you; but me ye have not always.

				12 For in that she hath poured this ointment on my body, she did it for my burial.

				13 Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath done, be told for a memorial of her.

				Cornelius

				Acts 10:1 There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band,

				2 A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway.

				3 He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius.

				4 And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God.

				5 And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter:

			

			
				6 He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do.

				Inspection

				At the conclusion of building, a building inspector is to approve the work so the building can be occupied. In the military, regular inspections are made to assure that the directions given are being carried out. This lesson will deal with that inspection of our work for use in the service of the Master.

				Note: We will, for the sake of consistency, assume that all here have put on the whole armour of God and that all have finished the building of our spiritual house.

				We are now ready for the battle and are certified soldiers.

				Key Verses

				2 Timothy 2:3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

				4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.

				We are all successful master builders and the house is ready for God to get glory for himself

				1 Corinthians 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?

				20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.

			

			
				My Oath of Commitment

				Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

				2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

				I am now ready for the most important decision of my life with the Master.

				How I live the rest of my life depends on understanding my commitment.

				There Are Two Choices

				
						(a) Lord, what do you want me to do for you?

						(b) Lord, what do you want to do through me?

				

				Question (a) is the incorrect question

				Acts 17:24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;

				25 Neither is worshipped with men’s hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things.

				Question (b) is the correct question

				Galatians 1:15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by his grace,

				16 To reveal his Son in me.

				1 Thessalonians 4:3 For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication:

			

			
				4 That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour;

				2 Timothy 2:20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.

				21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master’s use, and prepared unto every good work.

				I must recognize that he wants the world to know him, not for the world to know me.

				2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

				18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;

				19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

				20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.

				21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

				2 Corinthians 6:1 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.

				The house is lived in by me, by the Holy Spirit, and by Christ himself.

			

			
				Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

				This house is fearfully and wonderfully made and is used of God and me to relate to a physical world.

				Psalm 139:14 I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.

				15 My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.

				16 Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.

				Romans 6:13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.

				14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.

			

			
				



			

	


Part IV

				Spiritual Warfare

				



			

	






			

			
				A Good Warfare

				Key Verses

				1 Timothy 1:18 This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare;

				19 Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck:

				2 Corinthians 10:3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:

				4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)

				5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.

				The Battlefield

				Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

				12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

				The Enemy

				Revelation 12:7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels,

				8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.

			

			
				9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

				Called Adversary

				1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

				Called Enemy

				Acts 13:10 And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord?

				Called Deceiver

				Revelation 20:2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,

				3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.

				Called the Tempter

				1 Thessalonians 3:4 For verily, when we were with you, we told you before that we should suffer tribulation; even as it came to pass, and ye know.

				5 For this cause, when I could no longer forbear, I sent to know your faith, lest by some means the tempter have tempted you, and our labour be in vain.

			

			
				Called a Corrupter

				2 Corinthians 11:3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

				Called the Accuser

				Revelation 12:10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.

				Job 1:6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them.

				7 And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.

				8 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?

				9 Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought?

				10 Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land.

				11 But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face.

				His Weapons

				2 Corinthians 2:11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.

			

			
				Ephesians 6:16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.

				1 Peter 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:

				Our Commander and Chief

				1 Peter 3:21 The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

				22 Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him.

				Strong in the Lord

				Key Verses

				Ephesians 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.

				11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

				Exercise

				Psalm 131:1 Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: neither do I exercise myself in great matters, or in things too high for me.

				Jeremiah 9:24 But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD.

			

			
				Acts 24:16 And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men.

				1 Timothy 4:7 But refuse profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise thyself rather unto godliness.

				8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.

				Strength Builders

				Joshua 1:6 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them.

				7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest.

				8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

				9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.

				Hebrews 13:5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.

				6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.

			

			
				Matthew 12:29 Or else how can one enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house.

				Luke 2:39 And when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth.

				40 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him.

				Romans 4:17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were.

				18 Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be.

				19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah’s womb:

				20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;

				1 Corinthians 16:13 Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.

				2 Corinthians 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

				10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.

			

			
				Strong in Faith. Strong in Hope. Strong in Purpose.

				Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

				Isaiah 40:31 But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

				Heed the Warning

				Hebrews 5:11 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing.

				12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.

				13 For every one that useth milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.

				14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

				Armour of God ... Our Position

				Key Verse

				Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

				Stand

				Ezekiel 22:29 The people of the land have used oppression, and exercised robbery, and have vexed the poor and needy: yea, they have oppressed the stranger wrongfully.

			

			
				30 And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none.

				31 Therefore have I poured out mine indignation upon them; I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath: their own way have I recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord GOD

				Stand in Unity

				Matthew 12:22 Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb: and he healed him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both spake and saw.

				23 And all the people were amazed, and said, Is not this the son of David?

				24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils.

				25 And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand:

				26 And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom stand?

				Mark 3:24 And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.

				25 And if a house be divided against itself, that house cannot stand.

				26 And if Satan rise up against himself, and be divided, he cannot stand, but hath an end.

				Stand Prepared

				Put on the whole armour of God.

			

			
				Ephesians 6:13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

				14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;

				15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

				16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.

				17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:

				Stand Steadfast

				1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

				Stand in His Grace

				Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:

				2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

				Stand in the Gospel

				1 Corinthians 15:1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;

				2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.

				3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures

			

			
				4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

				Stand in the Faith

				1 Corinthians 16:13 Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.

				Jude 3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.

				Stand in Liberty

				Galatians 5:1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.

				Stand Fast

				Philippians 1:27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;

				Philippians 4:1 Therefore, my brethren, dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.

				2 Thessalonians 2:15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.

				Too Late to Stand

				Revelation 6:15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;

			

			
				16 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:

				17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?

				The Ultimate Stand

				Ephesians 6:13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

				Stand, Even If Alone

				2 Timothy 4:14 Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him according to his works:

				15 Of whom be thou ware also; for he hath greatly withstood our words.

				16 At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge.

				17 Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.

				Those Who Stood

				
						Job

				

				Job 13:15 Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him.

				16 He also shall be my salvation: for an hypocrite shall not come before him.

				
						Joshua

				

			

			
				Joshua 24:15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.

				
						Esther

				

				Esther 4:16 Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or day: I also and my maidens will fast likewise; and so will I go in unto the king, which is not according to the law: and if I perish, I perish.

				Hebrews 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,

				The Devil

				Key Verses

				2 Corinthians 4:3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:

				4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

				2 Corinthians 11:3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

				His Goal Is to Control Your Thought Life

				2 Corinthians 10:3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:

				4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but might through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)

			

			
				5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

				Imaginations

				Acts 26:9 I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.

				10 Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against them.

				Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:

				21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.

				Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.

				9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.

				Hearing and Doing Are Great Companions

				Romans 2:13 (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.

				James 1:22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.

			

			
				Illustration

				Luke 6:37 Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven:

				Problem

				I find myself constantly judging others.

				Their motives. Their conclusions. Their actions.

				I find in my own mind I am right and am unaware that my conduct is wrong.

				Solution

				1 Corinthians 11:31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.

				Satan wants to always take me away from my basic goal.

				2 Corinthians 4:1 Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not;

				2 But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.

				3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:

				4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

				5 For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake.

			

			
				6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

				God wants me as his ambassador to think as he thinks

				2 Corinthians 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.

				Fiery Dart ... Fear

				Key Verses

				Matthew 25:24 Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed:

				25 And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.

				Fear in the Spiritual Sense Is a Lack of Faith

				Compare the other two servants

				Matthew 25:14 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.

				15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey.

				16 Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents.

				17 And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two.

			

			
				18 But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord’s money.

				Thoughts on Fear

				Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

				Matthew 14:26 And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear.

				27 But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.

				Philippians 1:12 But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel;

				13 So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places;

				14 And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.

				2 Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

				8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;

				1 Peter 3:12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.

				13 And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?

			

			
				14 But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled;

				15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:

				Mark 4:36 And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And there were also with him other little ships.

				37 And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full.

				38 And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish?

				39 And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.

				40 And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?

				Revelation 21:7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.

				8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

				Fear is Catching

				Deuteronomy 20:5 And the officers shall speak unto the people, saying, What man is there that hath built a new house, and hath not dedicated it? let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man dedicate it.

			

			
				6 And what man is he that hath planted a vineyard, and hath not yet eaten of it? let him also go and return unto his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man eat of it.

				7 And what man is there that hath betrothed a wife, and hath not taken her? let him go and return unto his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man take her.

				8 And the officers shall speak further unto the people, and they shall say, What man is there that is fearful and fainthearted? let him go and return unto his house, lest his brethren’s heart faint as well as his heart.

				Fear Is Conquered with Spiritual Insight

				2 Kings 6:12 And one of his servants said, None, my lord, O king: but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth the king of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber.

				13 And he said, Go and spy where he is, that I may send and fetch him. And it was told him, saying, Behold, he is in Dothan.

				14 Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots, and a great host: and they came by night, and compassed the city about.

				15 And when the servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the city both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master! how shall we do?

				16 And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them.

				17 And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.

			

			
				The Battlefield

				Key Verses

				Colossians 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

				2 John 7 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.

				Vanity

				2 Kings 17:14 Notwithstanding they would not hear, but hardened their necks, like to the neck of their fathers, that did not believe in the LORD their God.

				15 And they rejected his statutes, and his covenant that he made with their fathers, and his testimonies which he testified against them; and they followed vanity, and became vain, and went after the heathen that were round about them, concerning whom the LORD had charged them, that they should not do like them.

				16 And they left all the commandments of the LORD their God, and made them molten images, even two calves, and made a grove, and worshipped all the host of heaven, and served Baal.

				17 And they caused their sons and their daughters to pass through the fire, and used divination and enchantments, and sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger.

				Tradition

				Matthew 15:1 Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying,

			

			
				2 Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread.

				3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?

				4 For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death.

				5 But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me;

				6 And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.

				Rudiments of the World

				Acts 17:18 Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the Stoicks, encountered him. And some said, What will this babbler say? other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: because he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection.

				19 And they took him, and brought him unto Areopagus, saying, May we know what this new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is?

				20 For thou bringest certain strange things to our ears: we would know therefore what these things mean.

				21 (For all the Athenians and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear some new thing.)

				The Unknown God Revealed

				Acts 17:23 For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.

			

			
				24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands.

				The Battlefield - the Flesh

				Matthew 26:41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

				1 Peter 1:24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:

				John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

				John 8:15 Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man.

				Romans 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

				14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.

				Romans 7:18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.

				Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

				8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

				9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

				12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.

				13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.

			

			
				2 Corinthians 10:3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:

				4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)

				5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

				1 Corinthians 1:27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;

				28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:

				29 That no flesh should glory in his presence.

				Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

				Galatians 5:17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

				18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.

				19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,

				20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,

				21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

			

			
				24 And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.

				25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

				Galatians 6:8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

				12 As many as desire to make a fair show in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ.

				13 For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh.

				Ephesians 2:2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:

				3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.

				1 Peter 4:1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin;

				2 That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.

				1 Peter 2:11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;

			

			
				Fiery Dart … Lies

				Key Verses

				John 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

				Liars in the Ministry

				Titus 1:7 For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre;

				8 But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate;

				9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.

				10 For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision:

				11 Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake.

				12 One of themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, The Cretians are alway liars, evil beasts, slow bellies.

				There Is a Time to Challenge the Teacher

				Revelation 2:1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;

			

			
				2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:

				Important Instruction

				Ephesians 4:22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;

				23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;

				24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

				25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.

				26 Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath:

				27 Neither give place to the devil.

				2 Thessalonians 2:1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him,

				2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.

				3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

				4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.

				5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?

				6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.

			

			
				7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.

				8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:

				9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,

				10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.

				11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:

				12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

				13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:

				14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

				15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.

				Paul Makes a Strong Statement

				Romans 9:1 I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost,

				2 That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart.

				3 For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh:

			

			
				John Gives a Commendation

				3 John 1 The elder unto the wellbeloved Gaius, whom I love in the truth.

				2 Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.

				3 For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified of the truth that is in thee, even as thou walkest in the truth.

				4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.

				Fiery Darts

				Key Verse

				2 Corinthians 2:11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.

				Corruption

				2 Corinthians 11:3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

				2 Corinthians 2:17 For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ.

				Ephesians 4:21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus:

				22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;

				23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;

				29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.

			

			
				1 Timothy 6:2 And they that have believing masters, let them not despise them, because they are brethren; but rather do them service, because they are faithful and beloved, partakers of the benefit. These things teach and exhort.

				3 If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness;

				4 He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings,

				5 Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.

				2 Timothy 3:2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,

				3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,

				4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;

				5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

				6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts,

				7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

				8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.

				Revelation 18:24 And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.

			

			
				Revelation 19:1 And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God:

				2 For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand.

				Doubt

				1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;

				6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.

				7 Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity.

				8 I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.

				Matthew 14:28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.

				29 And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus.

				30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.

				31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?

				Temptation

				Matthew 4:1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.

			

			
				James 1:12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.

				13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:

				14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.

				15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.

				16 Do not err, my beloved brethren.

				Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.

				2 Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

				3 For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.

				1 Corinthians 10:13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

				Devourer

				1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

				9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.

			

			
				Blinder

				2 Corinthians 4:3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:

				4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

				5 For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake.

				Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

				Luke 1:78 Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us,

				79 To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.

				Acts 26:15 And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest.

				16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee;

				17 Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee,

				18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.

			

			
				Armour ... Loins Girt About With Truth

				Key Verses

				Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

				12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

				13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

				14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth.

				Jesus Prayed

				John 17:13 And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.

				14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

				15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.

				16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

				17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

				Jesus Declared

				John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

				John 8:32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

				36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.

			

			
				40 But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham.

				41 Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God.

				42 Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me.

				43 Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word.

				44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

				45 And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not.

				46 Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me?

				Paul Said It This Way

				Romans 13:14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.

				We Gird Ourselves in the Truth of Who Jesus Is

				
						Jesus was virgin born

				

				Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

				Matthew 1:18 Now the birth of .Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.

			

			
				
						Jesus lived a sinless life

				

				1 Peter 2:21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:

				22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:

				
						Jesus worked miracles

				

				John 14:10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.

				11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works’ sake.

				
						Jesus is the only begotten Son of God

				

				John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

				Matthew 17:4 Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.

				5 While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.

				
						Jesus died for our sins

				

				Galatians 3:13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:

				1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:

				
						Jesus is risen from the dead

				

			

			
				Matthew 28:5 And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.

				6 He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

				1 Corinthians 15:4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

				5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:

				6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep.

				7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles.

				8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.

				9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.

				
						Jesus has promised to come a second time

				

				John 14:3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

				Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

				9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.

				10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel;

				11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.

			

			
				The Promise of Our Resurrection

				1 Corinthians 15:51 Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

				52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

				The Promise of Eternal Life

				Titus 1:2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;

				John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

				28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.

				29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.

				30 I and my Father are one.

				Conclusion

				These are the truths that are constantly under attack from the enemy.

				Armour ... Breastplate

				The breastplate protects the heart.

				Key Verse

				Ephesians 6:14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;

			

			
				Man’s Heart Condition Before Salvation

				Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?

				10 I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.

				Matthew 12:34 O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.

				35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.

				36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.

				37 For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.

				Matthew 15:17 Do not ye yet understand, that whatsoever entereth in at the mouth goeth into the belly, and is cast out into the draught?

				18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man.

				19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies:

				20 These are the things which defile a man: but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not a man.

				God Is Interested in a Pure Heart

				Matthew 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.

				1 Timothy 1:4 Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which minister questions, rather than godly edifying which is in faith: so do.

			

			
				5 Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned:

				Titus 1:15 Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled.

				16 They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.

				1 Peter 1:22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:

				23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

				1 John 3:1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.

				2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.

				3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.

				The Heart Is the Seat of the Affections

				Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

				23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

				24 And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.

			

			
				25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

				Colossians 3:1 If ye be then risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

				2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

				2 Timothy 3:1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.

				2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,

				3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,

				4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;

				5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

				The Breastplate of Righteousness and the Wearing of Righteousness

				Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

				Romans 4:1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found?

				2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God.

				3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.

				4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.

				5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.

			

			
				6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works,

				Romans 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

				21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets;

				22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:

				Armour ... Feet Shod

				Key Verse

				Ephesians 6:15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace.

				The Gospel

				1 Corinthians 15:1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;

				2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.

				3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;

				4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

			

			
				The Power of the Gospel

				Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

				17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.

				The Gospel Is What We Preach

				Romans 1:15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.

				Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

				1 Corinthians 1:17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.

				18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.

				2 Corinthians 10:14 For we stretch not ourselves beyond our measure, as though we reached not unto you: for we are come as far as to you also in preaching the gospel of Christ:

				15 Not boasting of things without our measure, that is, of other men’s labours; but having hope, when your faith is increased, that we shall be enlarged by you according to our rule abundantly,

				16 To preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, and not to boast in another man’s line of things made ready to our hand.

			

			
				The Gospel Is To Be Believed

				Mark 1:15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.

				Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

				14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?

				15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

				A Contrast

				Proverbs 6:18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief.

				Ephesians 6:15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;


				We Are to Prepare Our Witness

				1 Peter 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear.

				The Book of Romans’ Road to Salvation

				Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

				Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.

			

			
				Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

				Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

				Romans 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

				10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

				13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. A way to witness

				Armour ... Shield

				Key Verses

				Ephesians 6:16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.

				Hebrews 11:3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.


				6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

				Belief

				2 Thessalonians 2:13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:

			

			
				The Gospel of John

				John 1:10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.

				11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.

				12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:

				John 3:12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things?

				13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven.

				14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:

				15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

				16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

				John 5:44 How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only?

				45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust.

				46 For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me.

				47 But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?

				John 6:28 Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?

			

			
				29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.

				68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.

				69 And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.

				John 8:21 Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye cannot come.

				22 Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself? because he saith, Whither I go, ye cannot come.

				23 And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world.

				24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.

				John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.

				John 20:31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.

				The Message Is Always the Same

				Acts 16:28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here.

				29 Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas,

				30 And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?

			

			
				31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.

				Satan’s Darts Will Try to Confuse Or Destroy Faith

				Mark 6:4 But Jesus, said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, but in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own house.

				5 And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them.

				6 And he marvelled because of their unbelief. And he went round about the villages, teaching.

				Mark 16:12 After that he appeared in another form unto two of them, as they walked, and went into the country.

				13 And they went and told it unto the residue: neither believed they them.

				14 Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen.

				Matthew 16:20 Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ.

				21 From that time forth began Jesus to show unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.

				22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee.

				23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.

			

			
				Hebrews 3:12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.

				13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.

				14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end;

				Jesus and the Work of the Holy Spirit

				John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.

				8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:

				9 Of sin, because they believe not on me;

				10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more;

				11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.

				Armour ... Ephesians 6:17 And Take the Helmet of Salvation

				The helmet of salvation gives full assurance of personal salvation. The battle is never successful with soldiers who are in doubt.

				Key Verse

				Ephesians 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:

			

			
				Some Thoughts on Salvation

				Hebrews 2:3 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him.

				Neglect to Confirm

				2 Corinthians 13:5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?

				Neglect Our Admonition

				2 Peter 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith

				8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

				9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

				Neglect Hiding God’s Word in Our Heart

				Psalm 119:11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.

				1 John 5:11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.

				12 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.

				13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.

			

			
				Neglect God’s Simple Plan

				John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

				17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

				18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

				God’s Gift of Salvation Is Eternal

				John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

				28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.

				29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.

				30 I and my Father are one.

				Colossians 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

				2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

				3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.

				4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.

				1 Peter 1:5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

				Jude 24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,

			

			
				2 Timothy 1:11 Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.

				12 For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.

				John 6:35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.

				36 But I said unto you, That ye also have seen me, and believe not.

				37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.

				38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.

				39 And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day.

				40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.

				Weapon ... Sword of the Spirit

				Key Verse

				Ephesians 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:

				The Sword

				Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

			

			
				13 Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.

				The Enemy

				Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

				12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

				Luke 22:31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:

				32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.

				The Enemy’s Servants

				2 Corinthians 11:14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.

				15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.

				Jesus Battles Satan

				Matthew 4:1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.

				2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred.

			

			
				3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.

				4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

				5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,

				6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.

				7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.

				8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them;

				9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.

				10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

				11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.

				Paul Battles Satan

				1 Corinthians 15:32 If after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for to morrow we die.

				2 Corinthians 12:7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.

			

			
				8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.

				9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

				10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.

				Paul Understood the Battle

				Philippians 1:14 And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.

				15 Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also of good will:

				16 The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds:

				17 But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the defence of the gospel.

				18 What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.

				Our Battle with Satan the Devil

				James 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

				2 Corinthians 11:3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

			

			
				The Ultimate Warning

				1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

				9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.

				Spiritual Warfare

				Key Verse

				Ephesians 6:16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.

				Fiery Dart - Deception

				
						Deceivers

				

				2 John 7 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.

				8 Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.

				
						Deceived

				

				Ephesians 4:14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

				Romans 16:17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.

				18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.

			

			
				1 Corinthians 3:18 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise.

				1 John 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

				James 1:22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.

				Ephesians 5:6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.

				7 Be not ye therefore partakers with them.

				8 For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:

				1 John 3:7 Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous.

				8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.

				Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.

				Satan’s Messengers

				2 Corinthians 11:14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.

				15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.

				Jude 3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.

			

			
				4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

				Matthew 7:15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

				Acts 20:29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.

				30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.

				How to Respond to a Deceiver

				2 John 9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.

				10 If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:

				11 For be that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.

				Discernment

				Hebrews 5:12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.

				13 For every one that useth milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.

			

			
				14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

				Conclusion

				2 Timothy 3:13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.

				Communication

				Key Verses

				Ephesians 6:18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;

				Praying

				1 Thessalonians 5:17 Pray without ceasing.

				Matthew 6:5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.

				6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.

				Luke 18:1 And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint;

				Hebrews 4:14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.

			

			
				15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

				16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

				A Great Example of Consistent Prayer

				Daniel 6:8 Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not.

				9 Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree.

				10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

				Daniel’s Specific Answer Came After 70 Years of Praying

				Daniel 9:2 In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.

				3 And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes:

				4 And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his commandments;

			

			
				Daniel Had Occasions where Special Prayer was Needed

				Daniel 2:16 Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king that he would give him time, and that he would shew the king the interpretation.

				17 Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions:

				18 That they would desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning this secret; that Daniel and his fellows should not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.

				19 Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven.

				Our Pattern for Consistent Prayer

				Matthew 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.

				10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

				11 Give us this day our daily bread.

				12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

				13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

				God Is Working Even Before We Pray

				2 Kings 7:3 And there were four leprous men at the entering in of the gate: and they said one to another, Why sit we here until we die?

				4 If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die.

			

			
				5 And they rose up in the twilight, to go unto the camp of the Syrians: and when they were come to the uttermost part of the camp of Syria, behold, there was no man there.

				Our Communication with God

				Ephesians 6:18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;

				Paul’s Request

				Ephesians 6:19 And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel,

				20 For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.
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