| | | | | cardinals, which would control the pope's activities.47 A final possibility would be to deliver the pope into the hands of his now enemy, the king of Naples, who was besieging the pontiff in Nocera.48 Before the conspirators could act, Cardinal Orsini of Manupello betrayed them to the enraged pope. | | | |
| | | | | On 11 January 1385 Urban VI summoned six cardinals before him, including Adam, whom he was said to fear most 'propter profunditatem sensus et scientiae'.49 At the Pope's command, his nephew Butillo cast the six cardinals into a primitive dungeon created out of a disused cistern. Inadequately fed and suffering from damp and cold, with the pope's nephew amusing himself by casting loathesome reptiles down the shaft, they vainly protested their total innocence of Urban VI's charge that they were conspiring to force him into an admission of heresy, so that they might burn him at the stake! They | | | |
| | | | | were submitted to torture, elderly and infirm as they were. The brutal Butillo stood by and laughed at their sufferings, while the Pope himself walked in a garden outside, listening with satisfaction to their shrieks of agony, and reading his hours from the Breviary in a loud voice that the torturer might display more diligence when he knew the Pope was at hand.50 | | | |
| | | | | The pontiff was forced to flee from Nocera in the summer of 1385 due to the pressure of the Neapolitan forces, taking refuge in Genoa for slightly more than a year. The imprisoned cardinals had to accompany him on his flight, and all of them except Adam were put to death and buried in a stable before he left Genoa. R.L. Poole suggests that Adam wrote an epistolary lament entitled De Sua Calamitate, addressed to the English Benedictines, at this time, asking them to | | | |
| | | | | 47 See Creighton, A History of the Papacy, I, p. 90; Pastor, The History of the Popes, I, p. 137, who states that the cardinals 'determined to take forcible possession of his [Urban VI's] person'; and Jordan, The Inner History of the Great Schism, p. 22. | | | |
| | | | | 48 See Louis Salembier, The Great Schism of the West, trans. M.D. (London, 1907), p. 106; G. Persona, Cosmidromius, ed. M. Jansen (Münster, 1900), pp. 97100. | | | |
| | | | | 49 Walsingham, Historia Anglicana, II, op. cit., in n. 25, p. 197. The Chronicon Angliae also records: 'Hoc etiam anno papa Urbanus sextus degradavit sex cardinales', E.M. Thompson, ed., Chronicon Angliae, 13281388, Rolls Series LXIV (London, 1874), p. 363. On the same day Adam was deprived of the deanery of York, to which he had been admitted by papal provision on 7 March 1382. (See John Le Neve, Fasti Ecclesiae Anglicanae, 13001541, 12 vols (London, 196267, rev. edn), VI, 'The Northern Province', compiled by B. Jones, p. 7. Both Poole, 'Easton, Adam', DNB, VI, p. 334, and Emden, A Biographical Register of the University of Oxford, I, p. 620, gave an incorrect date for Adam's deprivation, based on an earlier edition of Le Neve. Macfarlane, 'Easton, Adam', col. 6, and Emden, A Biographical Register of the University of Oxford, I, p. 620, hold that Adam was entirely innocent of the charges of conspiracy. Knowles, The Religious Orders in England, II, p. 57, is more reticent and perhaps more accurate: 'Though originally one of the supporters of Urban VI, he was one of the most determined in his rebukes to the pope, and he was imprisoned by the now frenzied pontiff as the alleged ringleader of a revolt in 1385.' | | | |
| | | | | 50 Creighton, A History of the Papacy, I, pp. 91, 9597, based on Theoderici de Nyem, De Schismate, ed. George Erler (Leipzig, 1890). pp. 7779, 9095, 103, 110. | | | |
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