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Introduction

Dear Reader,

It is my pleasure to present to you my first e-book. I have written these devotionals so that you would be even more blessed than you are right now! My second reason for writing this book is to help you reach maturity in Christ, or, better yet, if you already are a mature Christian, then to see you grow in that level of maturity to which you have already attained (Eph 4:13). As you read these devotionals, mix faith (trust) with the written word of God, so that it will profit you (Heb 4:2). I pray to God that these nuggets of truth will transform your life as much as they have transformed mine. I also pray that you will find them so exciting that you would not be able to resist reading all of them in only a few days.

As I mentioned this, is my first e-book. Therefore, please be so kind to leave a review (whether positive or negative), as this will help me to improve my writing. Thank you very much in advance.

‘And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise.’ (Lk 6:31.) Your brother in our Lord and Savior,

Mihály Merényi

PS: If you have any questions, remarks or anything else that you would like to share with me privately, please send an e-mail to: mihalymerenyi@windowslive.com 





 
  





Day 1: It sure feels good to be alive!

‘And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins’ (Eph 2:1) 

The beginning words of this chapter are powerful if you ask me. We were dead. Death is a concept that is not always very easy to grasp for the Western mindset. Death in the Bible never or hardly ever designates the cessation of existence. Death means separation (in this case from God) throughout the Word of God. We were (past tense) separated from God, who does not simply live, but is life Himself, who does not simply exist, but is existence Himself! 

 This separation was caused by our trespasses (sins committed or sins of omission when we knew what was the godly thing to do, but just would not) and our sins (missing the mark compared to God’s will; not missing it on purpose, but missing it because we lacked proper knowledge). But thanks be to God Himself who made us alive! It sure feels good to be alive. It is wonderful to share a fellowship with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Eventually there is nothing, and literally nothing, more beautiful than that. 

 Notice that Scripture says that it was He [God] who made us alive. This means that it was by His grace, which is always motivated to take action by His love for us. So ultimately we cannot boast of ‘having made ourselves alive’, because that was not us, but God. As this truth sinks into your spirit and soul even deeper than where it is now, you will have no choice but to glory only in the cross of Jesus Christ, sharing your testimony and preaching the gospel to anyone who will listen to it. You are alive, ALIVE! Not dead, but alive! Act like it if you haven’t so far. 

Say this: I am alive now in Christ Jesus, and I do not cease to glory in His cross, no matter the circumstances. Since I am alive, I strongly refuse to play dead!








 
  





Day 2: Like it or not, you are the source of freedom ‘in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience’ (Eph 2:2) 

Verse two picks up continuing the thought of verse one. We were dead in those trespasses and sins in which we once walked according to the course of this world. Taking into consideration our modern English language, the better translation here would probably be ‘world-system’, since there is nothing wrong with the Earth for it is a neutral thing, neither evil, nor good. This is not true for the so-called ‘world-system’, which is a source of only and only evil, malice and wickedness.

Note also that our so-called ‘walk’ was according to the prince of the power of the air. Now we do not have to take a lot of guesses whom Paul is talking about. This person is most certainly nobody else but Satan himself. The word ‘Satan’ means adversary. That will give you a little taste of his nature. If you fall into the liberal line of theology, then I just have to disappoint you: the Bible clearly talks about a very real devil, with a very real kingdom, one who has a very real purpose. His purpose is to steal, kill and destroy (Jn 10:10). I know there are many interpretations to these three words. I do not say my interpretation is correct, or exclusive to other interpretations. I believe though that Satan wants to steal the word of God from you, so that he can kill your faith, so that he can destroy you. This makes sense logically according to the Bible; however, there are probably many other interpretations which also work well here and you don’t have to subscribe to mine.

We are also given the useful information that this spirit (Satan) is currently working in the sons of disobedience. We were like these people, no doubt. But the emphasis is on the truth that we are not anymore, praise God! Note the word ‘in’. Some say that this clearly means that within every unbeliever, there is at least one demon. While this seems to be a logical conclusion, it may not be so.

This theological premise however is not that much important; it’s not life-changing. More important for you to know is the simple fact that these people are somehow oppressed by Satan himself (just as we were). Their deeds and speech are not only a result of their own free will, but also a result – to some degree – of the work of the enemy. Even more important than that is the simple truth that you are the man or woman of God, whom He has anointed and commissioned to bring them the freedom which you have already experienced, so that they may become partakers of that freedom too. If you aren’t willing to be the one who brings them freedom, then be sure: no one else will. These people can’t help each other in the way they need help. Only the Christ in you (Col 1:27) can help them!

Say this: I am anointed and commissioned by God Almighty, El Shaddai, to bring freedom to the captives of Satan. From this day forward I will do everything to get them the help they are in need of so desperately, even if it brings me discomfort.








 
  





Day 3: Whatever they say, you are NOT like them anymore!

‘among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.’ (Eph 2:3) 

 This verse reinforces the previous ones stating that we were like the unbelievers, and did the exact same things as they did. This verse clearly declares that we do not have to fulfill the desires and lust of the flesh and of the mind anymore. Yes sometimes it happens lamentably, but that does not mean we have to. (Demonic oppression is a different subject, but even from that there is freedom in Christ. The Greek word ‘soteria’, translated salvation, encompasses a wide variety of divine prerogatives containing freedom from every form of evil. Sometimes this does not come automatically, but we need to validate the victory which is already ours because of the atoning sacrifice of Jesus.) Isn’t this good news? We are free! We are not free – to sin, but we are free not to sin! Hallelujah to the Lamb of God! 

 Our less blessed ‘neighbors’, however, are bound to sin. Once I heard a great ‘saying’ that illustrated this truth rather plainly: ‘Hunters hunt, fishers fish, sinners _____.’ Fill in the blank. Yes, sad but true: unbelievers are sinners by nature – it is completely natural for them to sin. The practical application here is: do not be shocked when an unbeliever sins. It is only expected to happen, for he/she has no other choice (1 Jn 5:19). Indeed this whole world (would-system is under the sway of the evil one (Satan).

 Also, they are children of wrath by nature. That wrath most certainly implies God’s wrath – not something very pleasant to be honest. If you are spending time among them (children of the world) don’t play only defense. It will work effectively only for a short time. The old adage says ‘The best defense is offence!’ Matthew 16:18 says of the Church: ‘and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.’ The word ‘prevail’ is not really a good translation here. (An even less helpful translation that I have met over the years is the word ‘overcome’ – NIV, etc.) Gates do not move, not even an inch – they don’t have any legs after all. We are not a city which is under siege by the devil’s forces as some interpret this passage. It’s Satan’s headquarters that are under siege, by us, Christians! These gates will fall down at our onslaught according to Word of God.

 What am I saying? It is we who are the attackers and the devil is the attacked one. We are the hunters and the devil is the hunted one. We are the conquerors and the devil is the conquered one! For you to win, it is equally important both to be clothed with our weapons of defense and to be offensive as well (not in your own strength, but in Christ’s strength of course). I’m telling you: It is time to annihilate survival mentality from your mind. (2 Cor 10:3-6). With that sort of mentality I can assure you of one thing: although you will be able to fulfill your call to a certain degree, you will not be able to carry out all God has assigned to you to do. God calls you to fight both defense and offence.

 

Say this: I demolish survival mentality and my excessive focus on defense in my mind now! I command my mind to be renewed in this area as I’m speaking. Even in all adversity, the victory is mine! I clothe myself with Christ and walk in the Spirit. As I have received Christ Jesus, so I walk in Him.

 

Day 4: The anger has ceased

‘among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.’ (Eph 2:3) 

 We were by nature children of wrath, just as the unsaved are currently. Praise God this is past tense. It’s all Gone! Wrath here signifies the wrath of God. The word ‘children’ (‘teknon’ [G5043] in the original) has a lot of possible meanings in the Greek. It also means ‘children of the devil: those who in thought and action are prompted by the devil, and so reflect his character’. We were certainly his children, but now we are already children of God beloved! This means that you don’t have to reflect the devil’s character, or have to follow him into his well-deserved destruction.

 One day I found a funny, yet true saying somewhere on the internet. It goes like this: Try Jesus. If you don’t like Him the devil will take you back. That’s truth summed up pretty well.

 Nature in this verse is ‘physis’ (G5449) and can also mean ‘the nature of things, the force, laws, order of nature’. Note the word law. Because of our nature, we were under the law of sin and death according to Paul (Rom 8:2). A law works all the time. There’s no escaping it. It’s the same with us. We were under this law, but a higher law because of Christ’s sacrifice and our faith has superseded the law of sin and death. This law is the law of the Spirit of life (Rom 8:2). 

 The law of gravity works always, until it is superseded by a higher law, the law of aerodynamics (flying). Praise God the same happened with us. We are no longer under the devil’s law, but under God’s law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.

 We were children of wrath. This means that God is not angry with you anymore, even when you sin. Why? Because His anger was poured out in full measure on His Son on the cross of Calvary. Of course if one willfully continues sinning, that person is treasuring up wrath for him/herself in the day of wrath (Rom 2:5). Not every man will be saved. I wish they would but I just know that will not be so. However, even when you sin, God is not angry with you! This shouldn’t push you into the recently growing ‘anything goes’ mentality but should help you to see God’s goodness.

Say this: Thank you God for changing my nature and giving me a new law – the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus – to live my life by. I thank You for Your patience and the fact that You are not angry with me anymore, even when I sin, because of Jesus’ death. I choose not to abuse Your lack of anger, your patience and grace but rather stand in awe of You.  








 
  





Day 5: God’s love is the motivating factor behind His acts ‘But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,’ (Eph 2:4) 

 You might have wondered about why God does the things that He actually does. What is the motivating force – the drive if you will – between His actions? The answer is laid out plainly in this verse. It not only declares that God is rich in mercy but that His motivation behind the things that He does is love.

 God is rich in mercy. What a deep revelation! There is more mercy available with Him than we will ever need. To be honest with you, this is very comforting and gives me true solace, not the cheap solace you sometimes get from people. He is rich in mercy. Who after all needs mercy? Those, who have sinned. I believe that we qualify big time. But praise God that with Him, everything is possible!

 So tomorrow and in the days to come, we will take a look in the following verses at what God has already done for us. When you read those, do not forget that God’s love (the greatest of the three great Christian virtues – faith, hope, love) was the motivating factor behind all of His actions. And this small piece of truth puts our souls at ease, knowing that whatever He does is good. Completely. Totally. Ultimately. When you meditate this truth as it becomes part of your way of thinking, the worries of this world will fade, knowing internally that since God does everything from His love, then things will go well with you – even if on the outside, there are tribulations and afflictions.

 I can almost hear some people asking: Well if everything God does is motivated by His love, then why does He send/let some people go to hell? It’s true that it happens because He is just, but it’s also because of His love for us. He knows full well that sin would eventually corrupt heaven, and destroy us, if He let those people enter heaven.

 Whatever God does, He does it in love!

Say this: God’s actions are motivated by His love. Therefore I will not worry about anything. I will not question Him, but will trust Him wholeheartedly.








 
  





Day 6: Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their labor ‘even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)’ (Eph 2:5) 

 Upon first reading the title of this day’s devotional, you might have wondered whether I mixed something up or not. Not at all. It’s all on purpose. We were dead (separated from God) in our trespasses. Here Paul again confirms that it was Him who made us alive, and that this is not something for which we should be thankful to ourselves. We can’t, and should not, cease to be thankful enough to God for what He has done for us. 

 Another important and often quoted part of this passage is that it is by grace (and not good works) that we have been saved. That probably sounds superfluous to you, but many godly Christian ministers say that most Hindus for example can’t even imagine salvation without good works, no matter how hard you tell them. Once again, all we can do is to be thankful for what God has done to us. He is worthy of so much praise indeed. 

 Less emphasized is the fact that we were made alive together with Christ. This part regularly doesn’t receive the amount of attention it really should. ‘Alive together with Christ’. Well? How can that be? I mean we were made alive spiritually, not physically (though physical healing is part of the atonement). Christ died a physical death, right? That’s right. I can almost hear many of you: ‘Oh no. He will say Christ died a spiritual death.’ No, I am not saying that. But according to Christ Himself he was truly abandoned (forsaken) by the Father, because our sins were laid on Him. This is put down in a relatively short and simple yet all the more profound sentence: ‘My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?’ (Matt 27:46).

 So here’s the deal. We left God. God left Jesus. That’s a whole different story. We chose to leave God, we chose to rebel (along with our original sin), whereas Jesus had no sin whatsoever, but all the sins of all humanity – past, present and future – were laid on Him. Since sin separates the offender from God (Is 59:1-3), the Father, in His righteousness He had no choice but to leave Jesus, so He was separated from God for a short time. The result is the same, but the reasons are much different!

 This is why Scripture can rightfully claim that He made us alive together with Christ. Two are better than one, says Scripture in Ecclesiastes. It’s important to realize that it would have been a disaster if God didn’t ‘make alive’ Christ. We only have a chance to be alive together with Him. Without Jesus, it’s impossible.

Say this: Because Christ is alive, I am alive too. I am no less alive than Christ Himself is. Just as it is impossible for Jesus to somehow, anyhow get separated from the Trinity, so it is impossible for me to become separated from God’s family.








 
  





Day 7: Are we there yet? We are!

‘and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,’ (Eph 2:6) 

So here we have yesterday’s lesson confirmed. We were raised with Christ Jesus. Again, the word together is very important, just as it was in yesterday’s devotional. After all, everything we get to do together with Jesus is a delight. The first important thing to remember and internalize is that ‘raised us up’ is past tense. It’s already done, already happened, not will happen sometime in the future.

That is just great! When that really sinks in – and it may take some time – you will hardly be able to live another day in sadness or depression on this battleground we call planet Earth. Yes it’s a battleground mind you, and not a playground. When you keep this simple truth in your mind you will be naturally inclined to take things more seriously, which – let’s admit – could really benefit us at certain times.

The second part of this verse says that God made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Together is again of crucial importance here. Those without Christ are most certainly not seated in the heavenly places, and they won’t be, unless they repent of their ungodliness and believe the gospel.

However, we are there already, and have been for quite some time. Most probably when you first believed on the Lord Jesus this event occurred, though you probably and understandably didn’t even notice it.

This also highlights our authority in Him; our complete authority over Satan, sickness and disease, circumstances, weather, etc. In organizations, there exists the concept of ‘organizational hierarchy’. The higher people are on this hierarchy, the more people are under them and the more people do they have authority over. The person at the top has authority over everyone in the organization. So it is with us. Where Jesus is sitting is the highest possible place of ‘hierarchy’ and we sit there in Him! This means our complete authority over everything except the Trinity. We should really rejoice at this, since this clearly gives away firm encouragement for us!

Say this: I was raised together with Christ, and I am currently sitting in heavenly places of authority in Christ Jesus, by the will of the Almighty Father, who made heaven and earth. Since this is so, I execute vengeance on the nations, and punishment on the peoples; to bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron, to execute on them the written judgment (Ps 149).








 
  





Day 8: Nothing is without purpose – not with God at least ‘that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.’ (Eph 2:7) 

 Here we get the reason why we are now currently in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Sometimes we easily fall into thinking that at least something is because of our hard efforts. God and Paul both know that we sometimes are inclined to act that way, so Paul again admonishes us that it was not because of our goodness, works of righteousness, or anything similar to that, but God’s love once again.

 What’s very important to take into consideration is that God’s grace has exceeding riches. That is good news to us humans! Praise God, the riches of that grace exceed the grace that we need to be pardoned for our trespasses, sins and iniquities. God is also kind toward us in Christ Jesus. That is good news too! You probably have experienced real kindness every once in a while. Even if you come from a very broken family, you probably met some ‘nice’ people who were kind on some occasions to you.

 Now let me tell you: no matter how much (or little for that matter) kindness you have experienced in your life yet, God’s kindness far outweighs all of that. It is so huge that we can’t even grasp it. Indeed, it is beyond our wildest imaginations. If someone says to you that he/she has experienced the full kindness of God, then you may be sure: that person is a liar.

 And now about the purpose of having been seated in the heavenly places: it’s again remarkable that this is a hint – a foretaste, if you will – of that which God has prepared for us in the coming ages. WOW, WOW, WOW! You have to get excited about this! God is not a boring God, make no mistake. He has no dealings with boredom, only excitement!

Say this: What I am currently experiencing is God’s demonstration of His purpose with me. From what I have been given so far, I look unto the eternal things that are to come, and I keep in mind that the blessings I have experienced so far are just a drop in the ocean compared to the ones to come.








 
  





Day 9: Grace and faith make a great couple ‘For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God’ (Eph 2:8) 

 Here we read one of the most quoted New Testament verses – probably among the top 100. Nonetheless, it certainly is one of the most frequently quoted verses when it comes to Ephesians.

 First of all, grace is a gift of God. God is wonderful! Yet again the words ‘through faith’ mean that if we hadn’t had faith, then we would not have received grace. Faith is the precursor of all the blessings of God (Heb 11:6). However, faith is a gift from God. So God gave us a gift (faith), so that we could receive His other gift (grace). What a divine intervention!

 Here I am pressed to make a side note for the sake of healthy doctrinal balance:  While the Bible clearly teaches that faith is a gift of God, it also clearly says that it’s not only a gift, but there are certain things which we can (and should) do to produce faith or to make our faith bigger.

 If faith was only a gift, then Jesus was clearly in the wrong when He rebuked His disciples numerous times in the Gospels with words such as ‘O you of little faith’  and ; ‘But He said to them, “Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?’, etc. 

 If I am the only source of something and refuse to give any of that something to you, then I can’t validly rebuke you for not having it or not having enough of it, since only I am responsible for you to have the necessary amount of that something. Let’s take a practical example: If all the chocolate in the world is mine and I refuse to give you any and then scold you for not having any, that would be injustice on my part. I believe this is obvious. I wholeheartedly hope this argument debunks the widespread ‘faith is always and only a gift’ myth, since faith can also be produced according to the Bible.

 So we have these gifts, praise God! They certainly make a great couple. However it is also our responsibility to feed our faith, to cause it to grow. This we do by reading our Bibles and other godly books, listening to and watching teachings and sermons mostly, or songs that contain the truth in their lyrics (Rom 10:17). Yes. Part of our acquiring faith is God’s responsibility, but part of it is certainly yours and mine.

Say this: I thank God for the gift of faith and the gift of grace. Today I commit my life to cause my faith to grow and to actively produce faith and not just wait on God to do it, by hearing the word of God.








 
  





Day 10: Bragging will not get you anywhere near God ‘not of works, lest anyone should boast.’ (Eph 2:9) 

 This verse is usually quoted together with the previous one, and rightly so, for they belong closely together. Now God saved us by grace. There are many ways in which we could define grace. I find the definition ‘unmerited favor’ the most simple, yet most fitting one. So He saved us by His unmerited favor through faith, and not through works, lest anyone should boast. Another important piece of truth, praise His holy name!

 The reason why God saved us by His unmerited favor is so that we could not boast of our own good works. This creates the opportunity and the need for everyone to acknowledge his/her need for God, which is ultimately good and produces freedom. The definition we use for freedom usually does not fit the Biblical description of freedom. We tend to think that freedom is doing whatever we want, without literally any restrictions. However, this is not freedom, but anarchy.

 Jesus declares that ‘without Me you can do nothing’ (Jn 15:5). That’s a tough statement right there. This is how we read it most of the time: ‘without Me you can do about half the things you could with Me.’ That is not so. I know that it’s hard to accept that we aren’t able to produce the fruit we and God longed for so much to be produced. It’s the same with the atonement. It is a perfect, completely finished work. No wonder Jesus said: ‘It is finished!’ The tense that is used there indicates that the action was completely done, and that no other action can be added to it anymore. 

 When we realize and really start to believe that it was not our goodness or good works that saved us but God then we have taken the first step to realize that we can do nothing without Jesus.

Say this: I realize I can do nothing to earn salvation and become righteous. Today I abide in Jesus and He abides in me. I won’t do a single thing without Him, no matter how complicated or simple it is.








 
  





Day 11: The perfect designer

‘For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.’ (Eph 2:10) 

 This is a strong verse. It begins with saying that we are God’s workmanship. Now this means He created us. Whenever you create something that’s beautiful (e.g. poem, drawing, painting, music, etc.) you don’t just want to throw that away into the trash can, do you? So doesn’t God, and this is very emboldening to us. He does not want us to go into the trash can, (the Greek word ‘Gehenna’ means ‘thrash pile’) but that we should abide (dwell forever) in His presence. Just how wonderful is He?

 We were created for good works. This is one reason for which we were created. Another for example is to bring glory to God (Is 43:7). You were created for good works. We often say of people who are professionals in some area of life: ‘He was born for this’, indicating that he is pretty good at what he does. This is the same picture I want you to catch now with your mind. You were born for these. 

 The people whose job/hobby we describe with the formerly mentioned phase very often feel natural doing that thing (probably because that is one of the areas of the person’s gifting). It’s the same with us bold, Bible-believing, devil-defeating Christians. When we walk in the good works that God has prepared for us beforehand, we will feel so natural. That does not mean that there will be no adversity or affliction of any sort. But even with that we will be able to enjoy what we are doing on a level, and to act naturally.

 At other times of course, God calls you to do things you might even hate. Prophet Jeremiah’s lament (Jer 20:7-18) will give you a strong indication that his job description was far from His favorite at certain times.

 But normally God calls us for things we love, for things we have a passion for, for things that interest and move us. Seek those things, seek what sort of good works God has prepared for you, even when it’s clearly not something you like. Just know that God has spoken, and then do it. You will be blessed and prosperous. 

Say this: I am God’s workmanship, and I was created for good works in Christ Jesus. Praise God these were all prepared beforehand so that I should walk in them. Today I will walk with open eyes, and refuse to shut my eyes and ears to any good work God wants me to accomplish for His glory.








 
  





Day 12: The flesh is not important ‘Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh— who are called Uncircumcision by what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands—‘ (Eph 2:11) 

This verse starts with therefore and introduces a new line of thought. When you find the word ‘therefore’ in the Bible you can go back and search ‘What is that written there for?’ So because of all the previous ten verses (and eleven days), we have to remember what we were once.

 Let’s pause here for a moment. We have to remember what we were, no doubt. Oftentimes the apostle Paul mentioned in his letters that he was a ‘sinner’, a ‘blasphemer’, etc. While we do need to remember what and who we were, it is very important that we should not focus on the past. Where we are focusing is what we will ultimately become. We should be familiar with our old way of life, with our old identity, the deeds of the ‘old self/old man’, but focus on the new creation (2 Cor 5:17) – what we are essentially right now.

 Where is your focus? I once heard a sermon which used the following true account as a great illustration to the point of the sermon. When Smith Wigglesworth died, a new pastor was appointed to pastor the church Wigglesworth was pastoring until his death. That church almost ceased to exist, because most of its members looked back to the past. Now note for yourself: the past which the members were craving too much was a good past with glorious miracles. Looking back, focusing very strongly on good things that happened in the past almost destroyed a church. How much more dangerous it is then to focus on the mistakes, sins and blunders of the past?

 Don’t dwell on the past. Remember it, don’t gainsay or deny it, but don’t focus on it, don’t fix your eyes on it. Live in the present and in the future!

 Here, the word ‘flesh’ is used twice. I am sure that this is because Paul wants to demonstrate the contrast. The contrast that occurs in the flesh, which doesn’t count anymore, and all who believe that Jesus is Lord and Savior are brothers and sisters! Praise God for His huge family!

Say this: I do not deny or gainsay the past, whether good or bad. Yet I focus on what is in the now, I fix my eyes on what God is doing to me and through me today. My salvation does not depend on anything in my body, or my physical ancestry!








 
  





Day 13: It’s not good to feel as a complete stranger ‘that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.’ (Eph 2:12) 

 Another thing we have to remember is the context of this verse. Let me remind you: remember the past, do not deny it, but do not dwell on it, do not focus on it. The first thing that comes off easily is that at that time, we were without Christ. As you know, without is the exact opposite of together in the dictionary. We could put it like this: God has turned the whole thing upside down. He did not stop with the turning somewhere in the middle or close to a 180° turn, maybe a 165°. Nope. He did this turning completely; a real 180° turn. 

 The second important thing we see here is our ‘being aliens’. Some (mostly more modern) translations use the word ‘foreigner’. Have you ever been a foreigner anywhere? Have you ever been abroad? If so, then I’m pretty sure you are familiar with the feeling: you just don’t belong. You see a puzzle, and you know you are meant to be a piece of that puzzle, but you just can’t find that particular place where you fit.

 The other word here is ‘stranger’. It basically means the same thing, but it is a different word. On wordreference.com we find one of the meanings this word carries: ‘a person who is new to a particular locality, from another region, town, etc.’ Note especially the words ‘from another region’. What region is Paul talking about? The devil’s region (or territory or domain) according to Colossians 1:13. These three words mean almost the same thing. So this explains why we were strangers to the covenants of promise. We were on the wrong territory all along.

 But all this again is past tense! Were! Praise God it is a finished condition. We were – we have to admit it, but we should not focus on it. Now we are on the right territory – spirit, soul and body!

Say this: I am no longer an alien to the commonwealth of Israel and a stranger from the covenants of promise, but I am fully at home now. I feel I am at home, and I feel like I belong, simply because that’s what God’s word declares. I am in God’s kingdom with all my being; spirit, soul and body.








 
  





Day 14: Hope must be important ‘that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.’ (Eph 2:12) 

 Here we have this wonderful verse again. For today, I would like to bring out another important truth contained in these verses. The NKJV uses ‘without’ twice in this verse, and once the phrase ‘having no’. I believe some translations do use the ‘without’ instead of ‘having no’.

 So we were without three things: without Christ, without God and without hope. Again we were. That’s not so anymore. We are with Christ, with hope and with God. What is hope after all? Decades before – and even nowadays to a certain measure – hope was widely overlooked, although it is one of the three great Christian virtues (the other two being faith and love). Thank God that nowadays, there are more useful sermons and teachings on hope than back in the past.

 I am currently a university student and have been for a few years. When the class finishes a written exam students usually like to ask each other: ‘How did it go?’ Their answer differs from person to person of course. What is important for us now is that I don’t ever remember hearing: ‘Well I sure hope it will be a 5!’ (In Hungary where I live, you can get only five grades for a test. 1 is the worst, meaning that you failed and have to try the exam again, while 5 is the best.) Whenever I heard the word ‘hope’ in those sentences, I recall hearing something essentially meaning ‘I hope that I will pass somehow’. What I am saying here is that many people define hope as: expecting to avoid the worst-case scenario. Other current uses of hope are: ‘I hope you get better’, basically meaning ‘I wish you got better.’ Now hope is none of the above mentioned things. It’s not an expectation to avoid the worst-case scenario, nor is it mere wishful thinking.

 According to the original Greek, we should rather define hope as: ‘confident, sure expectation of good [things to come/happen]’. Hope is not just expecting to avoid the worst case possible, nor is it mere wishful thinking, but a firm, sure and confident expectation of good to come. Hope also is in the future. To illustrate that, take the simple fact that the rapture is an event that we hope for because we have no promise that it will happen in our lifetime, before we die, even though we long for it to take place as we hasten the return of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

 While everyone has some sort of hope, it is necessary that our hope(s) be based on the Word of God. How do you make that happen? Very simply, by reinforcing those realities, doctrines, etc. that are in the future (e.g. the rapture, heaven, the new Jerusalem, the tree of life). Make the decision today to be hopeful. Be full of hope concerning all the good things to come. Or to put it in a way that’s more readily understandable: confidently and firmly expect, count on those good things.

Say this: I renew my hope in the promises of God that relate to any future event or reality. I decide to be unwavering in my hope, firmly setting my eye on the goal of gaining Christ.

 

Day 15: Distance counts

‘But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.’ (Eph 2:13) 

 This verse turns partly to the present from the past. These are the things that you should focus on, that you should dwell on. Notice that all that this verse contains happened while we were (and still are) in Christ Jesus.

 Jesus promised: ‘If you abide in me…’ That means that we managed to abide in Him, Hurray! The phrase ‘in Christ’ can often be found in the New Testament and it is always associated with our identity in Him. This means that there is more to this verse than the simple happenings that meet the eye. This verse signifies our wonderful identity in Him as well.

 So we were far off, but have been brought near. I suppose there were times when you were not there with your beloved spouse or another dearly loved one. Maybe you went on a trip, or you had to make a visit alone, etc. How did you feel in relation to being far from that person? Not very good, correct? It’s the same with God. It does not feel very good to be far off, but it’s phenomenal to be near.

 I know that this verse speaks of an already finished action; however, there are other verses which stress our part of being near to God. The verse that pops into my mind easily is James 4:8: ‘Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded’. This verse demonstrates that we also have a responsibility to draw near, or stay near to God. I often hear Christians quoting ‘Take one step toward God and He will take two’ like it was a Bible verse, something inspired by the Holy Spirit, or said by a great ‘icon’ of Christianity. I don’t think this saying falls into any of the previously mentioned three categories.  That’s from Gandhi by the way. There is no valid scriptural reference for this ‘one step me, two steps God’ philosophy.

 Putting this note aside, the more important thing is to do all that you can to draw near or stay near to God, and He will be near to you. 

Say this: I am now brought near, I am no longer a stranger. If I have gained some distance from God, I will draw near to Him, and He will draw near to me.








 
  





Day 16: O the precious blood of Jesus ‘But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.’ (Eph 2:13) 

 So how did we get near? By the blood of Christ. It was by the blood of the Lamb, Son of the Most High God. Many notable Bible teachers and pastors argue that whenever we read of the blood of Jesus, it is purely symbolic. Meaning, His death and has got nothing to do with a literal meaning of what’s actually written in the Greek and word-for-word translations (blood).

 I however believe that if God wanted to say death, then He would have just used that word pretty simply. I agree that there are many parables in the New Testament which should unequivocally be understood as stories with a hidden meaning, and not word for word. On the other hand, nowhere do we read in the Bible that the blood in Jesus is something symbolic. Saying it is purely symbolic translates into believing either a) God is not able to express Himself in a clear and understandable manner, or b) God on purpose says different things than what He means (so that He can deceive us).              

 I sincerely believe that you can see that none of these argumentations are from the Holy Spirit, but they are human, earthly and demonic. When Scripture says ‘The blood of Jesus’, it means the blood of Jesus. So it was by the blood that we were brought near (for which understandably, it was necessary for Christ to die the death on a cross). Thank God for the blood! If it wasn’t for the blood, we would be in so deep trouble that we cannot even imagine or describe it.

 But praise God – the blood of Jesus is enough, more than enough! I once read somewhere: ‘God is not enough! He is too much!’ Praise God for that is so; He is so much more than we can comprehend and much more that we could ever need!

Say this: I was far but by the precious blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God, I am saved. My redemption is eternal and secure because of the blood of Jesus.








 
  





Day 17: Who doesn’t want peace?

‘For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation,’ (Eph 2:14) 

 Christ is our peace. What a comforting, encouraging and emboldening veracity. He does not give us peace, he does not just want us to become peaceful, but He Himself is our peace. I don’t know about you, but that sounds wonderful to me!

 So how do we become peaceful? Christ is no doubt resident within us (Col 1:27). That means that since Christ is in us, our peace is in us too. This Scripture calls Him our peace, so our peace is on the inside of us, since Christ also is inside us.

 Many people think peace is something that depends on circumstances, or on what happens to the individual in question. They generally think that lying on a sunbed near the ocean, hearing the small waves hit the beach silently is a perfect experience of peace. If you enter the word ‘peaceful’ into Google Image Search, you will find mostly huge calm waters with some lively plants or massive shores. That looks peaceful, doesn’t it? 

 As a matter of fact, peace is a fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22). What does that mean? Simple. Biblical peace has got nothing to do with the soul. Something is not peaceful simply because we perceive it mentally to be peaceful based on what we were taught (whether on purpose or accidentally) about the definition of peace.

 Peace is a spiritual reality. Being next to the ocean with minimum noise might not be peaceful. Hurrying to get to work on time could be peaceful. Why? Because peace is not what our minds think it is. Peace issues out from the Holy Spirit resident within our spirits. To put it in another way: peace is not psychological in nature, but spiritual. 

 Stop striving to reach psychological peace and crashing down when you can’t reach it. It’s okay to want to have peace of mind – there is nothing wrong with that, yet it’s only normal for us not to have this so-called psychological peace from time to time. The capital thing is, to have the peace which is peace indeed, the spiritual peace which is a fruit of the Spirit.

Say this: From this day on I look for peace in my spirit and not in my soul. I will strive to reach peace that is according to the definition of my mind, but even when I can’t find it I will not crash down, or bewail not being able to reach it.








 
  





Day 18: Jesus the destroyer ‘For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation,’ (Eph 2:14) 

 Jesus Christ, our peace, has broken down the middle wall of separation. Jesus is a destroyer in a good sense. He destroyed that wall for our profit. The wall of separation was standing for a while, but thank God it is no longer so! What was this middle wall of separation? It was our ‘condition’ of the body. The simple fact that we were not born Jews, but Gentiles. (If you are a Jew, that obviously does not apply to you but you still need Jesus nonetheless.) Jesus broke the wall down. This means that circumcision, or any other physical characteristic for that matter, doesn’t count. What counts is a new creation (Gal 6:15).

 If the middle wall of separation hadn’t been broken down, the two that Paul is talking about could not have been made one. God is rich in mercy as we have seen earlier through this set of devotionals. His mercy is so great that it even accomplished this! Our God is truly wonderful. 

 According to the Bible there are three races: Jews, Gentiles and Christians (1 Cor 10:32). The third one did not exist for a very long time, but now whoever of the first two group wants to join the third, will be admitted into that group (Christians). Back in the Old Testament, Gentiles could join the Jews in a certain way and start to serve the Lord and live like the Jews. As for some nations/ethnicities, they were excluded from the Assembly of the Lord for some generations, the number of excluded generations differing according to their nationality.

 Now however, all this has changed with the sacrifice of Jesus, the Son of Man. This verse rings true not only for the middle wall of partition, but also the veil covering the Holy of Holies. We can go right into the Holy of Holies right after the moment we repent and believe the gospel! Praise God! You should rejoice!

Say this: I thank Jesus for destroying the middle wall of partition. By doing so I am a part of God’s family. Also, since the veil too was torn (which is His body), I can now go into the Holy of Holies whenever I need, and I choose to do so all the more (Heb 10:19-20)!








 
  





Day 19: Nobody wants enmity right?

‘having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace,’ (Eph 2:15) 

 Jesus created one new man from Jews and Gentiles, and thus made peace. This is very simple, yet it’s easy to overlook when we just read this verse. When two things become one, they are no longer enemies, no longer at enmity with each other.

 Today we will look at a different enmity. Tomorrow we will look at the one this verse is talking about. This verse does not say it, but it’s still the truth: Jews and Gentiles were mostly at enmity with each other. If you don’t believe that’s so, then you should read the Old Testament which provides us plenty of proof to the verity of this statement. So Jews were at war with Gentiles. God is to be praised for this is over when it comes to us. We are not enemies of each other anymore. Why? These people became your true family when you first believed. I know what you are thinking right now: there are even serious quarrels and gross sins committed in families nowadays. However, back in those days, there were very few broken families in the sense in which they are rampant these days. A family tries its best to keep peace, doesn’t it? I know that’s not what many of you have experienced, but that’s how a family normally works.

 We are one in Christ Jesus. A unity, if you please. A unity never fights itself. I can’t imagine a dog attacking itself, only attacking another dog. Why? It knows that that body belongs to itself. It’s as simple as that. Why is this important? Don’t fight! That is your body you are killing (1 Cor 12:27). I have experienced and taught for a long time that the way you relate to your brothers and sisters is the way you relate to God. Since they are the body of Christ, when you lay a hand on them you really lay your hand on none other but Christ Himself. Be very careful with that. It’s no small business.

Say this: I am one with my true family, my brothers and sisters who are in Christ Jesus. I will be careful not to sin against Christ in this way, and rather suffer wrong if it is necessary that I should suffer for doing good.








 
  





Day 20: Who likes to live by laws?

‘having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace,’ (Eph 2:15) 

 So here we read that the enmity was completely abolished. Although it’s true there was enmity between Jews and Gentiles, this verse clearly speaks of the enmity as being the law of commandments contained in ordinances. This was abolished by Jesus, wasn’t it? So does that mean that we no longer have to keep the law?

 Yes we do: it’s not the Mosaic Law but another one, one that has many resemblances to the Mosaic Law. Stick with me on this one. Matthew 5:17 quotes the words of Jesus: ‘Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.’ So does that mean that the law was not abolished? Indeed. The law is not abolished, but it has been excluded as a means to attain righteousness. The law is still in effect, eventually more fulfilled than it was in the Old Testament, according to Jesus. The change is that in this age, you can’t become righteous by keeping the law, but only by faith. Jeremiah 31:33 says: ‘…I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.’ Everyone can see that this does not mean abolishment, but a change of the location of God’s law.

 This verse means that the place of the law would change, and changed. It is no longer on written stone tablets. It is in our minds and on our hearts. This is crucial for us to understand. The law is still in effect, but now you can’t be made righteous by keeping its commandments. People could not keep it because it was external, being written on tablets of stone. Now we can keep it because it is internal (though sometimes we fail to, mostly because of the flesh – in which nothing good dwells). James 2:8 says: ‘If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you do well’. So there is essentially still a law in effect. That law is the law of love which concerns both God and our fellow men, which we should live out in our lives. In the New Testament we have don’t have to keep the Law of Moses but we certainly have to keep the law of love.

Say this: I praise Jesus for abolishing the law of commandments contained in ordinances. I thank God for putting His law into my mind and writing it on my heart. Since the law of love is internal, I will just live that law naturally.








 
  





Day 21: Jesus the killer of enmity ‘and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity.’ (Eph 2:16) 

 Jesus the destroyer, Jesus the killer – can this be intensified more? When you put something to death you kill it, and that’s what this verse is saying. He killed the enmity. Jesus did all we read yesterday and the day before yesterday so that He might reconcile both Jews and Gentiles to God. In law there exists a certain practice: when two parties have an issue to settle, they may call for a mediator (or the judge can oblige the parties to take part in a mediation process, or the law of the country itself can determine that they should). A mediator is one who tries to approximate the standpoints of the two parties until they reach a final decision. This mediator has got a hard job to be sure, but he gets well paid for what he does. The work may not be very rewarding, but who doesn’t need money to live in this world?

 The reconciliation that Christ did is radically different from the above described method. The two parties are: God and us. Here, the reconciliation happened with one party (us) completely missing from the negotiations. Another difference is that God is righteous, just and holy. It was only our standpoint that needed approximation to His, meaning this reconciliation is not a compromise but a sovereign act of God. The similarity is that this Mediator (Jesus) had a hard job – just much harder than mediators have these days. He didn’t just have to listen to some occasional slander and vilification of the parties, but He had to die on a cross. 

 The last and most important difference that I would like you to see is the amount of the reward. I don’t know how much a mediator makes - it’s heavily dependent on the country the person is working in. Anyhow, the result is a small or a huge amount of money. What is Christ’s reward? The myriads of the redeemed, you and I, and all the others! 

 No doubt the job was a much harder one, but because of the reward it was very well worth it. Thank you Jesus!

Say this: I thank Jesus for reconciling me to God. I follow His example and look to the eternal reward, and decide to carry out every task He has given me.








 
  





Day 22: Distance didn’t count

‘And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near.’ (Eph 2:17) 

 Christ came and preached peace to us. Taking into consideration the further context of this verse, those who were afar off are probably the Gentiles and those who were near are the Jews. Note that distance didn’t count in this matter. Christ preached peace to both those near and far off. He could have chosen no to do so, but He did. This, without a shadow of a doubt, means that He must care very much about you and me.

 His care and love for us is so overwhelming that there is no distance too big where He wouldn’t have gone to redeem us. To redeem means ‘to recover possession or ownership of by payment of a price or service’. So Christ recovered possession and ownership of us, by the payment of a price, this price being His precious blood, and His death on a cross. 

 When you redeem something, you pay the exact same amount that item is worth. This is very important to grasp. When God gave Jesus over to die and shed His blood for us, He paid the exact same amount of what we are worth. I am almost certain you have heard this said at least once, or at least heard the essential meaning of this: ‘If only one person had been saved, even then Christ would still have died for that one individual’.

 Now we know that there are many more people who are saved. However, because this statement is true, it means that your worth equals that of Jesus Christ. You are not worth any less than Jesus Christ Himself. Of course, you are not equal to Christ in all respects since you weren’t brought forth by a virgin and you are not the Savior of the world – nor is anyone else for that matter, except Him. These are just two examples, though there are more. Still, your worth is the same as the worth of our Lord is. (No wonder He said that He does not want any to perish.) Rest in your true worth, whatever people of this world-system may tell you concerning your worth or other things. Amen.

Say this: Christ preached peace to me, and redeemed me from the devil. Since it was redemption, not a robbery or theft, my worth equals that of Jesus Christ. I stand on this truth firm and refuse to be shaken, come whatever may.








 
  





Day 23: Access authorized ‘For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.’ (Eph 2:18) 

 When it comes to the word ‘access’, we normally think that we like it when someone authorizes our access to something, and don’t like it very much when someone denies our access to something. This verse says that through Jesus, ‘we both have access by one Spirit to the Father’. Have is present tense. We now have access, not will have. 

 Since our access to the Father is through Him, this also means that once, we didn’t have access. Whenever we would access God, our access was denied instead of authorized. That has changed. You can access God the Father now. I believe that this verse doesn’t speak about heaven, since it’s in the present tense. If it was about heaven, Paul would have used some sort of future tense or would have clarified it well enough. So now, on this earth, you have access to the Father. Make use of your wonderful opportunity, that whenever you want to access Him, your access is authorized.

 Furthermore, this access wouldn’t work without the Holy Spirit, by whom we have access to the Father. We have to walk in the Spirit for the access to be fully available. Galatians 5:16 says: ‘I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.’ Later on in that chapter verse 24 and 25 says: ‘And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.’

 So it’s crucial to walk in the Spirit, so that we can access our Father. We tend to think that if we can just carefully avoid all the works of the flesh, we might be able to walk in the Spirit. However the correct order – in effect – is reversed. When we walk in the Spirit then we will be able to crucify the flesh with its passions and desires. So I say to you: Don’t strive to avoid working the works of the flesh so that you may walk in the Spirit, but walk in the Spirit, so that you may put to death the flesh with all its passions and desires.

Say this: I thank you Jesus and Holy Spirit for my access to the Father. I declare that my access is authorized. I choose to walk in the Spirit so that I can put to death the works of the flesh.

 

Day 24: It is good to belong to the best company of citizens ‘Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,’ (Eph 2:19) 

 This verse first of all starts with a reaffirmation that we are no longer strangers and foreigners. We discussed that being a foreigner is not very pleasant. So this verse rekindles the encouragement we received from it earlier this chapter. It also adds that we are fellow citizens with the saints and members of God’s household.

 Fellow citizenship again denotes the fact that we belong somewhere – and somewhere very good, for that matter. Here, a little knowledge of the cultural background comes in very handy: The temple of Diana (Artemis) was located in Ephesus (to where Paul addressed this letter). Whenever a criminal was on the run, fleeing from punishment, he or she could - and often did – flee to the temple of Diana, which intrinsically was a place of refuge for these people.

 These criminals were pardoned there, and thus given a license to continue their rebellious and perverse way of behavior. If they fled to the temple, they practically never had to face the consequences of their actions. We are talking of criminal actions that were considered as such by a pagan society, one that had one of the loosest morals even according to pagan standards – not to mention Christians, mind you. Murderers, serial-killers, rapists and the list could go on. These believers in Ephesus longed for a pure city – a city which is clean from sin – in a way that most of us just cannot understand.

 It was much of an encouragement back then for these believers to be a citizen of heaven where there is nothing even remotely corrupted or sinful. However, it also encourages us that now we see many crimes, much injustice and sin (no matter where we live), this will one day come to an end forever. 

Say this: I thank God for His encouragement. I look unto the heaven to come, and refuse to be hardened by the sin and injustice that engulfs me from all around. I refuse to let my love grow cold, and I will always have fervent love for my brothers and sisters.








 
  





Day 25: A new look at households ‘Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,’ (Eph 2:19) 

 So we are not only fellow citizens with the saints, but also members of God’s household. The Greek word for household is ‘oikeios’ (G3609). This word not only means an actual house and the people resident within that house, but it also has the definition of ‘belonging to one's household, related by blood, kindred’. 

 So that one little word speaks clearly of two things. We are in the household of God. If you are in the same house with someone, you are pretty close to each other physically. Therefore this part beyond its literal meaning signifies the presence of God in our lives. The fact that we reside in God’s house makes it evident that we are in His presence. You should remember that Jesus said He would be with us until the end of the age.

 Secondly, we are related by blood, both to God, and to one another (believers in Christ). This is possible because Jesus shed His blood for us, not only because He wanted us believers to become related by blood to one another, but also to the Father. The Bible says that Jesus is our older brother (Heb 2:11). If Jesus is our older brother – and He is since Scripture is true, infallible and cannot be broken (Jn 10:35) – then we are related to God as well. Normally people like their relatives and want the best for them.

 It’s the same with God. He loves us and wants the best for us. What’s even more is that He likes our personality as well. He is delighted about your favorite color, your choice of furniture, etc. Jesus not only loves you, but He likes you too!

Say this: I belong to the household of God. I not only live in the presence of God, but I also am His kindred. I am blood-related to God the Father and to Jesus Christ. Jesus is my older brother. He loves me and wants the best for me, but also likes me, taking great delight in my personality.








 
  





Day 26: Help the master builder ‘having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone,’ (Eph 2:20) 

 The life of a Christian is many times depicted as a process of constructing a building. Take Jude 20 and 1 Corinthians 3:9-15 as other great examples of this (but there are more). We are told in our verse for today that we are built on the apostles and prophets and that Jesus Christ is the chief cornerstone. All these are elements we are not able to influence. God is responsible for supplying the apostles and the prophets, and also Jesus Christ.

 So from this verse we might easily conclude: ‘Finally. A verse where I just don’t have to do anything.’ It’s true that this verse is purely informative in nature (at least without unfolding the Greek). However, there are commands for us concerning the foundations. Prayerfully examine with me Hebrews 5:12-6:3: For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

 Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. And this we will do if God permits. (All emphasis in the above passage mine.) That’s a long passage for a devotional. Elementary principles could easily be translated as ‘foundational teachings/doctrines’ as some translations eventually translate it. Here is the truth, shortly put: You have a responsibility to be thoroughly familiar with the six foundational teachings of our faith. Failure to do so will leave you in spiritual immaturity, no matter what you try and how hard (verse 3). These teachings are of crucial importance, and all other teachings are built on these.

 Are you feeling weak in your faith? Do you have frequent doubts about being saved? Do you fail to live the victorious life that should characterize Christians according to the Bible? Your trouble may be an adequate knowledge of the foundational teachings or doctrines of our faith. Trust me, it was my problem for long too and it’s a common ‘condition’ among Christians.

Say this: I thank Jesus Christ for being the chief cornerstone. I praise God for supplying the apostles and the prophets as well. I will do everything I should to get established more thoroughly in the foundational doctrines of Christianity.[1]








 
  





Day 27: The first and biggest stone in the most important stone of the building ‘having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone,’ (Eph 2:20) 

 This verse is so rich. The main thing which I would like you to focus on now is that Jesus Christ is the chief cornerstone. According to wordreference.com the word ‘cornerstone’ has three different meanings. I believe that all three of these definitions can be applied to Christ.

 The first definition is: ‘a stone at the corner of a wall, uniting two intersecting walls; quoin’. This means that Jesus joined both walls (Jews and Gentiles) together. He united them, and created one new man – that is, Christians. I have used this word extensively and didn’t reveal you what it means. Believe it or not, Christian means ‘little Christ’. Contrary to popular belief, it does not mean ‘follower of Christ’ although for someone to be a little Christ, that person does have to follow Christ. Without following Him, we can’t become a ‘little Christ’. So you can know someone is a Christian if that person is a little Christ. After carefully reading the gospels, you will be able to see what should a little Christ do – all the things Jesus did – and even greater works than those! (Jn 14:12) (I would like to note in order to avoid any misunderstanding that only Jesus is THE Christ. Matthew 24:4-5 says: ‘And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you. For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many.’ [emphasis mine]. When an individual claims that he/she is the Christ, that person is clearly lying.) Secondly, cornerstone is defined as: ‘a stone placed at the corner of a building during a ceremony to mark the start of the construction’. This is the original usage that Paul most probably intended for us to understand. This means that Jesus is our foundation; without Him, this work of construction could not have started. Never ever. Jesus said: ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega.’ Here we can see for us that He certainly is the Alpha. 

 Notice the usage of the word ‘ceremony’ in our definition. Such ceremonies normally include heavy celebration – partying, as we would call it today. (No I don’t mean the things the world-system defines as partying.) In Luke 15:7 Jesus says: ‘I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.’ Words can’t equal the imagery depicted here. This sort of joy is akin to that which the craziest fans of certain sports team/club show when their favored team wins the league or cup! It’s wild. 

 (By the way: we are favored by God, aren’t we? Almost every Christian would say yes to this question. But did you already perceive that we don’t use the expression ‘He is favored’ in everyday language anymore? What we say instead of this is: He/she is the favorite.  This means that you are God’s favorite! How do you treat your favorite clothes? With the utmost care, don’t you? So does God treat us who are His favorites!

 The third definition is: ‘a person or thing or prime importance; basis’. This meaning probably originates from the Bible, and it greatly illustrates that Jesus Christ is of prime importance and also our basis. Be blessed!

Say this: Jesus Christ is my cornerstone. He is the most important person to me, and He is my foundation and my basis for everything and anything. I am God’s favorite.

 

Day 28: Buildings, buildings everywhere!

‘in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord,’ (Eph 2:21) 

 Still talking about the church, we are right now being fitted together, and are growing into a holy temple in the Lord. The word for ‘being fitted together’ is ‘synarmologeo’ (G4883). It means to join closely together, or to frame together. It can apply to parts of a building, or to the members of the body.

 You probably recall now that the Church is Christ’s body. Although in this chapter the picture of a body is left out, the Ephesian believers understood that what Paul was saying applies to them and other believers also as a body, and not only as a building. The word that I would like to emphasize is the word closely in the definition.

 Christ so fashions that building (the Church), that it will be closely joint together. These stones (you and I, other believers) are different in size, plasticity, and almost every characteristic. Why does it take Christ so long to finish the building? Because all of these stones have to be polished, chiseled, etc., so, that they can fit that part in the building which God designated for them. 

 These stones (you and I) are sensitive and can endure only a limited amount of chiseling and polishing at a given time. Naturally stones can’t speak (they don’t have a soul), so you can’t ask them how it feels to be chiseled roughly. (Although they will cry out, if no one is left to praise and glorify God – Luke 19:40). It’s best to ask patients undergoing surgery without any anesthetic in this respect. Probably no one would answer: ‘Boy, it felt so great’. So take heed: being built together and especially being joint closely together is painful. 

 God sometimes gives us anesthetics as He deems best, but sometimes even that doesn’t seem to help much concerning the pain. We are told in Scripture that we should endure suffering. I know: this exhortation applies mostly to our persecution because of the gospel and the name of Jesus Christ. But it still applies to our pain or suffering when it is not because of the gospel or His name, but for other reasons. God never promised that you would have no trouble, no tribulation, no pain, no suffering. If you doubt this you should read First Peter which has the words ‘suffering’, ‘suffer’, etc. sixteen times in only five small chapters. 

 However God promised that with Him you will be able to endure all this, even when it is because of His chiseling, polishing, molding work to fit us together closely.

Say this: I believe that Jesus knows what He is doing. I believe He is the primary master builder, and that even when I have to endure pain because of His building project, I will come through with His power.








 
  





Day 29: Why, holy?

‘in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord,’ (Eph 2:21) 

 This building that is closely joint together grows into a holy temple in the Lord. Why? Because the Lord is holy. Notice that Jesus is the cornerstone, the first stone that is laid when a construction project starts. If we are so unholy, how could this temple built of unholy people (who pursue holiness – 1 Peter 1:16) be holy in effect?

 Romans 11:16 says: ‘…if the root is holy, so are the branches.’ This verse talks of course primarily of Israel, but we can apply the principle learned here to the building also. Since the cornerstone is holy, so are all the other stones and the whole building as well. You might say in protest: ‘Yes, the characteristics of the root will ultimately determine that of the branches, but it is not so with a building. In a single building hundreds of different types of stones can be used, all of them having significantly different characteristics.’ I understand this argument. 

 Yet as a matter of fact Jesus Christ is contagious, and I mean this in a positive way. The stones do vary from type to type, and thus also in characteristics, but Christ’s holiness is contagious, whether He is the root, or the cornerstone. In Romans 1:7 we read from Paul’s pen: ‘…, beloved of God, called to be saints’. Wonderful verse, right? What does this verse mean? Upon reading it we may think it means that we are called to be holy (and thus to act holy), and that God called us to holiness, and this will be accomplished in the future sometime.

 Eventually: no, although this is all true. I didn’t use the italics that the NKJV uses in this verse on purpose. From the four-word phrase the words ‘to’ and ‘be’ are in italics. So it really goes like this: ‘called to be saints’. Words in italics aren’t present in the original languages. This means that what is written there in truth is not ‘called to be saints’ but ‘called saints’. You may check the NASB as well for further confirmation if you want to. God calls you a saint! 

 Now if God calls you a sinner, then what are you? Every Christian would answer with boldness: ‘A sinner!’ If God calls you a saint, then what are you? Many Christians would answer: ‘Ehh…Where did you read that?’ Some would reply ‘A saint? Really?’ Yet that is exactly what God calls you:  A SAINT. I cannot emphasize this enough: If God calls you something, then you are that something! (Remember that God cannot lie – not only won’t, but cannot – it is impossible for Him to do so.) Denying that you are a saint is not humility. It’s bowing and scraping (false humility). That’s a sin by the way, coupled by the sin of lying! Don’t suppose for even a moment that it’s only a choice to call yourself a saint and to think of yourself like that, because it’s not a choice, it’s a command of Almighty God! So just stop being uncomfortable with the words ‘saint’ and ‘holy’ and use them as God would. Do not let your heart be troubled!

Say this: I am growing into a holy building with my brothers and sisters. God says I am a saint. I don’t deny it anymore, I confess it boldly. Far be it from me to sin against God by any sort of false humility or lying.

 

Day 30: Everybody needs a home ‘in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.’ (Eph 2:22) 

 Everybody needs a home. Even God. Hard to accept this, isn’t it? Why are we being built together after all? So that we may be a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. I don’t think that God would make any provisions for Himself of things for which He doesn’t long. God needs a home, and that home is us.

 I once heard a sermon that featured an imagination of what happened when the Trinity was discussing the task of saving the human race. I heard the usual things: that they discussed that Jesus needs to go to the Earth and die for us, etc. The preacher also added something like: ‘Err. Sir, we did everything we could and it turns out that this is not enough. We will have to move into them.’ I know this is not Scripture, and it probably wasn’t at all like that, but it demonstrates well the remarkable need for the Holy Spirit to move into us, to live in us.

 I hear many people speak with enthusiasm about the finished work of Christ. Don’t get me wrong, the finished work of Christ also gets me excited very much. It’s a very important doctrine to be understood, believed and lived out in our lives. Unfortunately though, less significance is given to the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit inside us, which is equally important! Praise God the Holy Spirit (and with Him God the Father, and God the Son) dwell in us. This is why the work of the Holy Spirit can continue and advance in our lives. 

 In Old Testament times people were believers, but not in the New Testament sense, in many respects. For example, they weren’t partakers of the divine nature back then, no matter how many sacrifices they have offered. We however who believed (and believe) on Christ are partakers of that nature (2 Pet 1:4). (By the way: Did you know that when the Bible talks about faith in Jesus or God, it is more literally talking about ‘faith into God/Christ’? The word ‘into’ indicates going from a place to another place – thus essentially connoting a transformation, a change.) God’s Spirit dwells in us (lives in us as a permanent Resident). This is the reason for the transformation that occurred in our lives and continues to heighten. The Holy Spirit is the reason why we can believe into Jesus.

Say this: I thank the Holy Spirit for His work inside me. I am careful not to put any obstacle in front of this magnificent transforming work. I am a saint and I am a partaker of the divine nature now!








 
  

Epilogue

 This is the end of our journey for now. I believe you were inspired, encouraged, taught and established in the truth as you enjoyed reading this book just as much as I enjoyed writing it.

 As you put into practice the things said herein, you will experience a certain degree of the transformation that you long for so much.

               Until our next time together in the Word of God, may God richly bless you in all areas of your life.

Your brother in our common salvation,

Mihály Merényi








 
  



Notes



 
  

[1] To give you some practical help regarding how to achieve this, I highly recommend the book Derek Prince: The Foundational Series. Reading this book several times and mixing it with faith should do the job. I too, have read this book several times and it’s the second book after the Bible that has helped me the most in my faith. I am not getting a commission, nor am I affiliated in any way with Derek Prince Ministries.
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