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PREFACE 
GOD LIKES TO MOVE STUFF. Motion is life and beauty and productivity. Stillness is stagnation and corruption and death.
As we saw in Bible Matrix, the work of God in Man is not merely a “there and back again.” Nature abounds with cyclical motions, from atomic spin to the “circle of life” to the rotation of the galaxies. But history is not a perpetual motion machine, or the identical cycles of the movements of a clock.
God’s moves are most certainly repeated cycles, but the Bible gives us a more interesting philosophy than that held by the pagan thinkers, who never expected anything to improve. Biblical history is not a spinning top but a wheel. It is turning for the sake of going somewhere. Bible history is Man on a mission.
God sends Man out because He wants Man to come back with something, and the Bible is full of such missions. Each mission can be easily recognized, because all of God’s missions have the same structure and are packaged in the same way.
But the word mission is a little impersonal. This arrangement is an agreement between persons, so the Bible uses a more personal, relational word: Covenant. God’s Covenants are the initiating Words that keep things on the move.
 
REALITY IS RELATIONAL
All motion in Creation consists of relationships, the predictable way in which definite things react to other definite things, like the orbit of the different planets in relation to the gravity of the sun. Physics is relational. Chemistry is relational. The tides are relational. An ecosystem is relational. Agriculture is relational.
Many fail to see that human history is entirely relational. It is the direct outflow of God’s Covenantal authority over Man and Man’s delegated Covenantal authority over the world. Both of these relationships involve interaction, a “there and back again,” a to-and-fro. The to is the decree of God, and the fro is the result of our positive or negative response to it.
The Word is always Covenantal, and it never returns void. Sunlight always brings a result, either growth or decay, glory or corruption. Neutrality is impossible: there is no spiritual Switzerland. Whether our response is positive or negative, calling down God’s blessings or God’s curses, God makes sure there is always a result. Out of life or out of death, God will always bring some kind of progress—by Covenant.
A Biblical Covenant is neither an abstract, highbrow concept nor an esoteric, otherworldly ideal. It is an expression of the Spirit of God who gathers and holds everything together in heaven and on earth.
 
REALITY IS LEGAL
God’s Laws are not simply for the purpose of maintaining the status quo, for keeping things in good working order. They constitute a mission, guidelines for the achievement of something new in history. They not only establish God’s authority as the Master and Man’s delegated authority as worshiper; they also then provide assembly instructions, and farming methods, and investment strategies, and counsel for good relationships for the sake of future generations. His desire is for growth—expansion—in all of these areas.
Because God’s Laws define the appropriate relationship between God and Man (worship), and between Man and the domains God has given to him to look after (progress), rebellion against God can only ever be an inappropriate worship, or an inappropriate use of the good, created order. Sin is either an attempted manipulation of God or a selfish manipulation of the world.
The relational and legal nature of reality is reflected in the language of the Bible. In Bible Matrix, we saw that all the symbols are relationships. A false teacher is only a wolf in sheep’s clothing in-relationship-to those he is attempting to deceive and devour. All authority is delegated by God, and whether it is obeyed or disobeyed, used or abused, it is both relational and legal. It can be used appropriately or inappropriately, but it cannot be avoided. A husband can be a good husband or a bad husband, but he is a husband.
The stewardship delegated by any Covenant also has a definite beginning and a definite end. It is historical. It is a tour of duty designed to bring greater glory into the world, but it also has another purpose overlooked by many theologians.
 
A COVENANT IS AN EDUCATION
Covenants are God’s method of moving stuff around, and His method of moving things forward. But they are also His method of raising humanity upward. One thing that amazes me about the Bible is God doing the same thing over and over and over, and yet in new and surprising ways every time.
God’s intention is that every cycle brings things to another level, to a greater degree of maturity, status, glory and wisdom. Gamers will understand this. Each Covenant brings Man to the point where he is qualified to rule for God over a greater domain, to be a steward under God over a larger territory. A Covenant requires Conquest.
As every parent knows, teaching maturity is a messy process, and one based on trust. A Covenant is an education, so it requires a childlike faith. But its goal is adulthood, a stage where Man no longer requires the external boundaries, disciplines and routines of childhood because he is self-governing, or in this case, governed internally by the Spirit of God.
An Adam governed by the Law of God is an Adam fit to govern. So, every Covenant is a grand quest for the bittersweet wine of God’s kingdom. That cup is only for faithful servants, men who are willing to be broken first, like bread. God wants rulers He can trust.
God moves in mysterious ways, but all His ways follow the same pattern. Throughout the Old Testament era, God would set things in motion, wait for His strategy to come to fruition, then arrive on the scene to assess (judge) those He had put in authority. This is why there are some periods when God speaks, and others when He is silent. It is also why God, through the prophets, always speaks to those in power.
On the day of judgment, the Covenant Overlord rewards those under the Covenant. In all cases this involves the delegation of a new and greater mission to the faithful and the expulsion from among them of the unfaithful, a separation of sheep from goats.
So the Gospel really shouldn’t have been a surprise to the Jewish leaders. It was just like everything that had gone before. God came down to judge His Covenant people. Yet the Gospel was a new mission, and it required a greater level of faithful obedience and maturity, an internal compliance to the Law. The New Covenant took the Laws of Moses and applied them to the heart. But the proud Jews believed they had already “arrived.” Maturity does not come easily to the self-satisfied, to those who usurp the authority of God.
In Jesus, God judged the old authority and delegated a new one, a new kingdom, to faithful men. The New Covenant came because the childish things of the Old were outgrown.
 
A COVENANT IS A SHELTER
Covenant authority shelters a Man while God trains him to become a shelter for others. God’s house is a fractal, like Noah’s ark. It is a shelter of many shelters, a dwelling with many dwellings, a house of households.
The Word is sent out in a chosen Man, and his obedience opens a clean, holy place, a house that is “swept and adorned” (Matthew 12:44), ready for the Spirit to fill with godly offspring.
In this way, a Covenant Man images the Covenant God. Adam mediates the same (relational) Covenant care and (legal) authority as God. And Adam is bound legally and relationally to those under his care in the same way that God has bound Himself to Adam.
 
MY MISSION
Once again, I’ve drawn a great deal upon the genius of theologians James B. Jordan and Peter J. Leithart, whose work continues to amaze and inspire. Also, Ray Sutton’s groundbreaking book on Covenant structure is foundational to this one, and threads of Douglas Wilson’s pithy wisdom can be seen here and there.
Of course, any theological fumbles herein are solely down to me. I felt there was a need to make plain the relationship between the structure of God’s Covenants and the shape of the Bible itself—from the big picture stuff right down to a close reading of some sample texts. There are some new (perhaps) ideas presented shamelessly but undogmatically. Where this book is wrong, I hope it at least gets you thinking.
I aim to show you that Covenant is the key to understanding all of the Bible and all of history, to establish death-and-resurrection as the means of godly progress, and to give you a Covenantal understanding of Scripture that enables every verse to move you mentally, emotionally, and physically.







INTRODUCTION 
BEHIND THE MATRIX
BIBLE MATRIX DEMONSTRATED THAT THE BIBLE is a literary masterpiece unlike any other. Its history and influence are certainly unparalleled but its “fractal” literary structure is nothing short of miraculous. The matrix is indeed beautiful, and it answers a great many questions about the Bible. But is it of any practical use?
The purpose of this sequel is to show that behind the seven-fold Bible Matrix is God’s five-fold “how to” Covenant structure. This correspondence is not obvious, and neither was the Covenant structure itself, which was only discovered relatively recently.
This fresh, practical understanding of Covenant theology grew out of a renewed interest in applying the Bible to the whole of life.
“One of the most encouraging developments in these years of the crisis of Western Civilization is the return of many Christians to first principles. It is both heartening and exciting to see more and more Christians turning to the Bible—the whole Bible—to find the answers to all of life’s, and society’s, problems. Make no mistake about it: the answers are there; they’ve been there all along. But the Humanists have told us that the Bible is a human invention, a creation of imagination, unenlightened understanding and time, an outmoded or baneful record of the combined superstition and spiritual or poetic insight of past thinkers and generations. The Humanists’ kissin’ cousins—or Siamese twins?—the theological Liberals, the Modernist, the ‘Neo-orthodox,’ have told us that the Bible is either what the Humanists say it is, or contains (somewhere in its hundreds of pages) the word of God without being itself the infallibly inspired, divinely revealed word of the sovereign Creator and Sustainer of the universe and man.
Meanwhile, under the onslaught of heresy and Humanism in church, state and school, Bible-believing Christians have retreated from the full-orbed teachings of all of Holy Scripture, retreated into pietistic monasticism, shrinking the duties of the Church of Jesus Christ to Sabbath worship, foreign missions, the family, and personal holiness. Nothing is wrong with this except that it neglects the fullness of the Lord’s dominion mandate (Genesis 1:26-28; 9:1-17; Luke 19:13, etc.), the fact that civil government is a ministry of God, established by God, to punish the evil and protect the good (Romans 13), in terms of His law (Deuteronomy 28; Matthew 5:17-19; John 14:15), the comprehensiveness of the inspiration and authority of Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16), and the fullness of the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20). With such crucial negligence by the Church, Christ’s enemies have been handed victory after important cultural, economic, educational and political victory. The result has been defeat after defeat for the Kingdom of God, in these spheres, even while victories continue to be won on other fronts.
How sweet it is, then, to see various individual Christians coming to the realization that God’s word speaks to all areas of life: and speaks authoritatively! How great it is to see Christians coming together to apply scriptural teachings to all areas of life! How exciting to see Bible-believing folks developing specialized institutions to spread the educational and practical word that God’s word is not a partial or impotent word, but an authoritative, conquering word! And how wonderful to see that Christian educational institutions, at all levels, are being established to teach Christian children and adults the fullness of God’s word and the practice that it requires.”1
It was this Biblical Theological think-tank that led to one of the greatest theological discoveries of our time. Yet, strangely, it is one which hardly anyone has heard of after more than two decades. Many Reformed Christians are suspicious of anything that is “new,” or newly discovered. The Reformers had minds that were open to the Bible, but often, those who honor their tombs do not. Most conservative evangelical thinkers find it hard to allow the Bible to say anything new. Eric Rauch writes:
“One of the enduring Latin phrases of the Protestant Reformation is the impressive sounding ecclesia semper reformans, semper reformanda. In plain English, this means ‘the church is always reformed and always reforming.’ This simple principle is one that is most often forgotten in modern discussions about theology, where a surefire way to end a disagreement is to pull out something written by Luther, Calvin, or even Spurgeon and show that they said much the same thing. Although the Reformers themselves were quite emphatic that they were not the final word (hence the ‘always reforming’), contemporary Christianity seems to be convinced that dead theologians should be the authoritative standard of interpretation.
Please don’t misunderstand me, I am grateful for and rely heavily upon the theological writings and expositions of Scripture by these and countless other men who lived and died hundreds of years ago. On the rare occasions that I find myself in disagreement with them, I tend to count myself as the one who doesn’t get it, not them. Differences in theological interpretation will always be an issue for the Church, but when groundbreaking discoveries in the biblical text are dismissed or ignored because they were not found at least 200 years ago, we must question whether theologians have any real interest in ‘reforming.’ If 21st century biblical scholarship remains enslaved to writings of the 16 th and 17th century, how can any progress ever be made?
One such recent ‘discovery’ is Ray Sutton’s five-point model of the covenant, which is extensively detailed in his book, That You May Prosper. If you spend any amount of time in the Church, you will certainly hear the word ‘covenant’ thrown around quite a bit. Covenant is central to a proper understanding of the biblical text. God makes covenants all throughout the Old Testament and in the New Testament, the book of Hebrews tells us that Jesus is the ‘mediator of a new covenant’ (Hebrews 9:15). Jesus himself tells his disciples at the Last Supper, ‘This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood’ (Luke 22:20b). If covenant is so important to the Christian faith, then why is it so difficult to get a clear answer from theologians about just what a covenant is or isn’t? The back-cover copy of That You May Prosper puts it this way: ‘To borrow from Will Roger’s comment on the weather, “Everyone talks about the covenant, but nobody does anything about it.”’
In 1987, Ray Sutton did do something about it, he wrote That You May Prosper, a jaw-dropping book that finally defines the covenant as no book has, before or since. Sutton’s book is brilliant in its simplicity, yet remarkable for its depth. A seasoned pastor, Sutton knows how to present his material in such a way that everyone can understand it. He then builds upon this basic knowledge brick-by-brick so that by the time the reader completes the book, he has taken an intermediate course in biblical theology without even realizing it. Understanding Sutton’s five-point covenantal model will revolutionize your Bible study and comprehension, and the perplexing and downright confusing parts of the Bible will finally begin to make sense.”2
Now, you might be wondering why you are reading this book and not That You May Prosper. Reading Ray Sutton’s book at some point would be extremely helpful. But this book is not that book. Once we have outlined the Bible’s five-fold Covenant structure, we will be overlaying it onto the seven-fold Bible Matrix. When this is done, there are wonders to behold. All of a sudden, we are “in on the plan.” Things that have evaded the best scholars for many centuries—and continue to do so today—become strikingly apparent. We can understand not only the way the Bible is written, but why much of it was written. Not only is the method in the madness of the weirdest prophet shown to correspond with the basics of everyday life, it can be traced back to its origin in the perfect Covenantal relationship of the Trinity. As the implications of this fundamental correspondence dawn upon us, this too, should drop some jaws.







I 
TRANSCENDENCE








1 
THERE AND BACK AGAIN
GOD’S WAYS ARE OFTEN MYSTERIOUS TO US because they involve movements from invisible to visible and vice versa. In the Creation week, He spends three days tearing things out of things (forming) and three days putting things into things (filling).
The Bible is full of these out-ofs and intos, the most basic of which is the Covenant mission of Man: a journey out and a homecoming into, a “there and back again.” This finds its origin in the to-and-fro of the perfect relationship between the Persons of the Trinity. James Jordan writes:
“Very much of human life is ‘there and back again,’ or chiastic. This is how God has designed human beings to live in the world. It is so obvious that we don’t notice it. But it is everywhere. This shape of human life arises ultimately from the give and take of the three Persons of God, as the Father sends the Spirit to the Son and the Son sends the Spirit back to the Father.
We can see that literary chiasm is not a mere curiosity, a mere poetic device to structure the text. It arises from the very life of God and is played out in the structure of the lives of the

images of God in many ways and at many levels. It is because human beings live and move so often chiastically that poets often find themselves drawn to chiastic writing. God creates chiasms out of His inner life, and so do the images of God.
Biblical chiasms are perfect. That is, they are perfectly matched to the human chiasms they address and transform. As we become more and more sensitive to Biblical chiasms, we will become more and more sensitive to one aspect of the true nature of human life under God. We will be transformed from bad human chiasms into good human chiasms. In this way, becoming sensitive to chiasm can be of practical transformative value to human life… “
An awareness of how human life images the Trinity is extremely helpful, but as mentioned earlier, God expects every Adamic mission to be fruitful. Jordan continues,
“Chiasms often have a double climax, one in the middle and the greatest at the end. The food we bought at market is put away in the cupboard and refrigerator when we get back home. Moving forward to a final climax is what all literature does, whether it has a middle climax or not. (Shakespeare’s five-act plays always move to a climax in the third and in the fifth acts.) This is just another way that human life matches literary production, in the Bible as well as in uninspired human literature. Becoming familiar with the shape and flow of Biblical texts will have a transforming effect on human life.”1
Going to the market is not pointless, and neither is the Trinity. The expression of God’s Life is relationship. The Son images the Father perfectly as He responds to the Father’s love. The Son loves the Father, and so keeps His commandments. Somehow, in some eternal way, the Son’s obedience moves things forward.’. As Dr. Leithart wrote in the foreword to Bible Matrix,
“The Triune God is not so much a timeless God as a God who has always already realized His future. He is the Alpha that has always already been, equally and simultaneously, Omega. He is the infinitely productive seed that is always already eternally tree and fruit.”2
When this to-and-fro is given a linear form in human history—a beginning and an end—we can recognize the V-shape of the Bible’s literary chiasms.

As in human relationships, the Father’s Word demands a response; the Father’s investment demands a “return.” The investment is singular and the return is plural. In the Trinity, the return is the “fruits of the Spirit.” The Living Word of the Father is multiplied, expounded upon, worked out, in the perfect obedience of the Son.
“For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily…” (Colossians 2:9)
The forming Word of the Father is fulfilled in the Son. Jesus breaks the seals on the scroll. Like any good minister, He opens the Covenant Word.
But then, this initial to-and-fro within the Trinity is only the first level. We see this in the Creation Week. Even though Days 1 to 3 form empty spaces, they end with a preliminary filling. The Grain and Fruit plants are the “fruits of the Spirit.” They are the bread-and-wine obedience of the Son under the knife of the Father that founds the three-level house.

But it is an empty house. And it is not really a feast. It is only a prefigurement, a promise of a much greater celebration to come on Day 7. Glorious as they are, the grapes of Eshcol are only a promise of wine.
As with Abraham who received great promises from God, the filling of the Land on Day 3 forms and fills a Covenant Head, but it is a Head without a Covenant Body.
Abraham’s personal exodus was fulfilled in a true heir, a “house.” But there was a greater exodus, and a greater filling, to come. The Son of the promise needs a bride.
 
THE LAW OF LOVE
A Covenant is legal, but it is also relational. It is both legislation and love. Like a house, it is a carefully constructed form designed for filling.
Adam himself was formed from the dust and filled with the breath of life, yet he was not complete. It was not good that the Man should be alone. He did not need a woman. He needed a wife. Marriage is both legal and relational. It is love within a safe, predefined space.
Love has a Covenant boundary for the sake of the protection of those under that Covenant. Its laws are limiting, but they promote true freedom. Its purpose is the cherishing, education, maturity, shelter and future of those it protects.
Concerning this interplay between law and love, between structural and personal, Ralph Smith writes:
“Marriage, the very first covenantal relationship among men and the foundation of all others is the quintessential covenant. The relationship binds—’till death.’ It is a structured relationship with authority and roles distributed between husband and wife. It is a personal relationship—’husbands love your wives as Christ also loved the Church and gave Himself for it.’ A man and woman living together without the bond of the covenant may have a personal relationship, but they are guilty of fornication. A man and woman married may fulfill the structural requirements of the covenant bond, but fail to love one another, separating the personal from the structural aspect of the marriage covenant.
The covenant oath, the personal love, and the structures of authority and responsibility are all required for a Biblically righteous marriage. What the marriage covenant illustrates is that the covenant is a ‘social structure.’ As Jordan points out, in the Biblical notion of the covenant, law and love, form and freedom, are in harmony. The love of the covenant is expressed not in spite of the oath or in spite of fulfilling the duties of the covenant, but precisely through the solemn taking of an oath and the faithful fulfillment of one’s duty.”3
 
A BRIDE FROM OUTSIDE
The Covenant is fulfilled as those within it are formed and filled. As usual, this adds another image of the Trinity, another level to the Covenant “fractal.”
In Genesis 1, we see the empty house “formed and filled,” but then that house is the forming of a greater pattern. Just as Adam was formed and filled, he became the form of a greater Covenant to be filled.
Just so, the Father’s physical creation of the universe through the obedience of the Son was to be replicated in a societal creation—a bridal city—through the obedience of Adam.
The “head first” pattern we observed in Bible Matrix is a direct outflow of the Godhead. The Woman comes out of the Man. She is a body, a “collective noun,” gathered by the Spirit to glorify and extend the dominion, the “house,” of the Covenant Head.
Eve is somehow an extension of the “fruits of the Spirit” in the Trinity. The fro of the relationship is bridal. Like Michal, she is the plunder of David’s bloody tour of duty. Adam risks death to find her, and when Adam finds a wife, he finds a good thing. He goes out and brings her in, like riches “rescued” from the enemy, and the couple are united by Covenant.
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Of course, this is related not only to the Creation Week, but the Dominion pattern as well.
Jacob presented food to his father Isaac and received the bittersweet Covenant blessing. The son of the promise became bread and wine and fled into the wilderness for Testing. But he didn’t return empty-handed. He returned to his father’s house as Israel, with a full house: children, livestock, and riches. The faithful Son returns with His own household.
ALL IN ALL
This fullness is bridal. Even though He has been formed and filled as Covenant Head, the Son’s glory is not completed in Himself but in His Bride. She is the glory of the nations called and hauled into the space which He made clean. She is His robe, His city. The Woman is the glory of the Man.
Christ was obedient to the point of death. After His Ascension, Christ sent the Spirit to fill the Church. He presents her as “fruit” to the Father, which gives us the next verse of Colossians 2, a greater level of fullness.
“For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority.” (Colossians 2:9-10)
Once the Church is complete, She is presented by the Son to the Father, which fulfills all of history.


 
“When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all.” (1 Corinthians 15:28)
We begin to see that the love of God is expressed in the Created order at every level, but it is not a warm-and-fuzzy-feeling kind of love. A Covenant not only includes us in the relationship of the Trinity; it also requires us to include others in this relationship.
Throughout the Bible, God keeps “enlarging the borders of His tent” (Isaiah 54:2), and He mediates it through His right hand Man. 







2 
FORMING & FILLING
THE ETERNAL TO-AND-FRO WITHIN THE HOLY TRINITY is a forming and a filling. The Word of the Father, by the Spirit, gives form to the relationship. The obedience of the Son opens a new space which the Spirit fills. The Spirit creates the environment of worship by joining Father and Son. The reason Creation is filled with intos and out-ofs is because the life of God is expressed as “indwellings,” as architecture.
 
SACRED ARCHITECTURE
As with the Bible’s tents and temples, God’s house transcends all other houses because it is multifaceted. It is a dwelling of Word (Colossians 3:16), flesh (John 1:14) and Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16). These facets cannot be separated without damaging the whole. Peter Leithart writes:
“Scripture often makes it impossible to distinguish images neatly from one another. When Paul talks about the ‘body of Christ’ growing up into its ‘head’ (Ephesians 4:12, 15), he has conflated images impossibly, but such conflations are not original with Paul. The temple of Solomon has multiple dimensions of significance, none of which could be isolated as the basic meaning of temple. When we attempt to move from temple imagery into [the field of church studies], we should make every effort to leave these layers of meaning undisturbed…
Sacred architecture is one of the Bible’s chief idioms for revealing the character of the church. Long passages of the Torah, the historical texts, and the prophetic literature describe, in sometimes numbing detail, the features of the various sanctuaries of Israel (Exodus 25-40; 1 Kings 6-8; Chronicles 1-7; Ezekiel 40-48).
Few if any of Israel’s sanctuaries could be constructed architecturally from the biblical record. But that is not the point. These biblical sanctuaries are all verbal sanctuaries, and these texts are given to the church not to enable it to rebuild a temple but to edify—to construct—the body of Christ.”1
Everything the Lord does is like building a house. He forms it and then fills it. Man’s domain has boundaries, or external walls, and every delegated sub-domain is formed with internal walls. These are all spaces to fill.
Reality, like the Bible, is a house of many Covenant rooms. And reality, like the Bible, has corners. It can be quite angular and sharp, because it is formative. It is not always pleasant, because it is a tool for the construction of something beyond our own experience and, indeed, our own ability. Yet, like the Bible, each room is sacred..
LAW AND GRACE
As mentioned earlier, God pulls things out of things (forming) and puts things into things (filling). All of Creation is out-ofs and intos: farming and food, construction and shelter, sex and childbirth, nakedness and covering, childhood and adulthood, (the awkward child sprouts up and “fills out”).
This two-part pattern, forming and filling, is also the heartbeat of the social order (Division). It is journey and homecoming, and the “leaving and cleaving” of Genesis 2:24. It is student and master, delegation and promotion, investment and return, planting and harvesting, education and industry. It is also obedience and wisdom, bread and wine, priesthood and kingdom, boundaries and liberty. Law builds a safe dwelling, and Grace indwells it.
This same distinction finds its way into the ministry. Ministers and churches tend to fall into one of two categories: they are lawful, or they are graceful, legalistic or loving. The best men and ministries are the ones which are able to combine the two.2
John Piper says that pastors should be compassionate men who have backbones of steel.
Douglas Wilson says that some churches are doctri-nally pure, but unloving. They are all backbone, all skeleton, no flesh. These are formed, but empty. Other churches are all flesh, all gooey love, a vulnerable body with no boundaries. Neither extreme has any future.
Sin divides Law-Word from Life, but God is able to put these two together, and it takes a miracle (Ezekiel 37). It is the work of the Spirit to fill, to marry head and body, structure and glory.
In the Bible, forming ends with death, and filling brings resurrection. Law and Grace is flesh and Spirit, externals and internals. Each Covenant is designed to move from external Law to internal Law, from obedience to wisdom. The mission is formed and (ful)filled.
At a greater level, we have the same movement from external to internal when we compare the Old Testament with the New. The Old Covenant formed the house (Law), and the New Covenant is filling it (Grace). Grace does not replace Law any more than your furniture replaces your roof and walls.
Outward obedience (Law) is the domain of the state. It forms a safe place, and motives are mostly irrelevant where transgressions are concerned. It is only concerned with external compliance.
But as with a Covenant, the state can only ever provide a platform, a stage, a vacuum that must be filled with something. So unless this empty house is filled with an internal obedience, the Covenant will be broken: the outward safety will not last.
This applies to all human domains, all families, all churches, all businesses, all nations and all cultures. What goes on behind closed doors—whether it be in the bedroom or in the boardroom, whether it be good or evil, lawful or lawless—is always, eventually, shouted from the rooftops. This is the process of
Maturity. The tablets hidden in the Ark—or their counterfeits—will always be lived out. Cultus (faith) always flows into culture. It builds up, or it tears down.
Outward (state) submission is a temporary, corruptible beauty. If it remains an empty house, a tree with no fruit, it has no future, no lasting reward, no Covenant continuity (Matthew 6: 2, 5, 16). But the internal submission of “a gentle and quiet spirit” is “incorruptible,” and “very precious in the sight of God” (1 Peter 3:1-4). Filling is always bridal.
Internal obedience, the domain of the church, is what adorns, beautifies, the Law. It makes both the Law—and the church—attractive, irresistible.
Law forms, Grace adorns, and the relationship has a future:
 
“Your testimonies are very sure;
Holiness adorns Your house,
O Lord, forever.” (Psalm 93:5 [NKJV])
 
A fulfilled Covenant is a house where Law and Grace miraculously dwell together as they do in God.
Coercion forms us when we are immature. Submission fills us when we are mature. Here is the first Adam and the Last. The Law written on stone is written on flesh. The Temple of stone and wood is slain by the Law and resurrected by the Spirit as a Temple of fruitful flesh, a house of worship that reproduces itself in smaller houses—the branches of Booths—until the whole is a shelter for all nations.
TRUE RELIGION
Behind every one of God’s endeavors with Man is a Covenant consisting of these two parts, Law and Grace. Just like the Creation, the Covenant is formed (structure) to be filled (glory). It is a legal treaty which establishes the mission and the reckoning. Every Covenant involves rules (structure), and every king requires results (glory).
As mentioned earlier, the Word is sent out in a chosen Man, and his obedience to this “Law” opens a clean, holy place, a house that is “swept and adorned,” ready for the Spirit to fill; a space for Grace. If the space is not made holy by priestly obedience, it will be filled with something unholy, and the future will be forfeited.
This explains James’ charge against the Judaizers in the first century church. True religion is not sitting around hearing truth that we may simply understand; it is hearing truth and then putting it into action for others, “visiting widows and orphans” (James 1:27), those who require shelter, an accountable (Covenant) covering, in every sphere of human life. The Jews who trusted in the Scriptures but rejected the Spirit of its Laws only had the “form of godliness” (2 Timothy 3:5). They had the written testimonies the nations desired, but their visible testimony—a den of thieves, a court of accusers instead of a ministry of advocates—was shameful. They were a shelter to no one.
When God commands us to be still, it is only so we can listen long enough to rest up and hear exactly what He wants us to go and do.

 

The Word is a “frequency” that causes action. The audible takes on a body and becomes visible in flesh to become a practical shelter for the helpless. Audible, visible, practical is Word, Sacrament, Government; Garden, Land, World—the complete House of God.
HEARTBEAT
Humanity itself is Covenantal. To be a Man—an Adam—is to be a mission. The mission is to image God, to reflect His holy character as a living, loving, lawful symbol. As Covenant beings, Adam and Eve were formed but not filled.
In Genesis 1, the formless, empty world was formed and filled. In Genesis 2, Adam was formed and filled. But this same pattern in the intended marriage of Law-and-Grace, quest-and-results, was estranged in Genesis 3. Instead of a Garden swept and adorned and ready for the Spirit, it was a house of the unclean and the naked. The intended rulers willingly became slaves. Their potentially glorious house was left desolate. The potentially glorious couple was left homeless. Those who should have become shelter required shelter.
A vast chasm opened up between Law and Grace, a deep valley with which every faith and non-faith still struggles. A lawless, deceitful heart (Jeremiah 17:9) is a dilemma whose tension confounds even the brightest lights of Christianity. It is a rebel not only against God but against the very pattern of the Creation. The cause of all the confusion and tragedy in the world is within our very selves. Our disobedience brings barrenness. A people without form becomes void.
The Covenantal heartbeat of reality was based on the perfect obedience of the Son to the Father. The Father speaks, the Son is the Word, the Spirit the fruit. Likewise, in the world, a true human heart empties itself that it may be filled, bringing life to the growing, maturing body again and again, until the whole body images perfectly the heavenly pattern. In Adam, this rhythm stopped. The Word returned empty.
Adam failed to humble himself under the Law of God (forming) and subsequently failed to carry out his mission by enforcing that Law. Enforcement was not explicit in the single command, so he was to develop

 
wisdom by crushing the serpent (filling). Adam was to plunder the beast and protect his wife, becoming a ruler who was wise as a serpent and harmless as a dove. He could then present his bride to the Father as spiritually “chaste” (2 Corinthians 11:2). Instead, Adam was plundered, and humanity became a race of widows and orphans.
CRAFTY BEAST
God didn’t tell Adam about the serpent. He expected Adam to grow a brain and do some faith-filled logical thinking based upon the revealed Word. Adam was supposed to “read between the lines” in the light of God’s character and understand that anything being withheld from him was for his own good and only a temporary prohibition until he was ready for it.
Instead, Satan “filled in the gaps” in what God said. He “read between the lines” in a way that slandered God’s character. When the Lord’s Day came, the legal expectation was for Adam to have wrestled with the angel (as Jacob, Job and Jesus later did) and be standing there waiting for God, with a bruised heel (and a limp?) on a crushed serpent’s head. Wise Government was expected of a Sacramental Adam under the authority of God’s Word.
The Word did not become flesh. Thus, our first parents were unprepared for the arrival of God to feast with them in celebration of the defeat of the un-Word. The Father, His Law, and indeed the entire Creation, cried out for blood.
History only continued because the blood kept flowing. After Adam’s sin, the Lord made a new Covenant in the blood of substitutes. Throughout the formative Old Covenant, God’s people fought visible, flesh-and-blood enemies until they were mature enough to wrestle with the unseen spiritual forces which filled them. Under the New Covenant, we no longer wrestle with flesh and blood. A spiritual battle requires the Spirit of God. We fight fire with fire.
THE COVENANT KEY
Our God expects us to read between the lines, to search things out as New Covenant kings. This is how we grow in wisdom. As we read the Bible, He gives us boundaries, certainly, but He also gives us plenty of room to explore, to notice things (like parallel events) and draw some conclusions.
Every step along the way to this maturity was a new Covenant, and an understanding of this facet of the Bible not only brings the depths of the Old Testament to life, it makes the entire Bible extremely practical, even for life in the modern world—especially for life in the modern world, where believers face new moral and ethical dilemmas with a frequency unseen in all previous Church history. All those lives were lived, all those events written down, for us, as examples to show us how to live under God in the world with wisdom.
God’s Word is true. As Christians, our faith is true. Under Adam’s broken Covenant, we were widows and orphans. We now shelter under a New Adam. But many would have us believe that salvation is the end of our faith. That is not true religion. Jesus has more glorious plans than that. Grace is the Law fulfilled. He has something for us to do.
The end of the New Covenant age is a world where every nation is discipled, a world governed by wise, Spirit-filled Man. If every sphere of life is Covenantal, history belongs to those who can marry Law and Grace, truth and spirit, in each one of these domains, and marry them not just in word but in deed. All our domains will be conformed to His; our shelters are the microcosmic physical expressions of Jesus’ cosmic one. The Father’s house has many dwellings, so the kingdom of God, like the Bible, is a fractal, with every member ordered and operating by the Spirit of love.
Judaism and Islam understand only Law. In the place of Grace, just like Adam, they put a distorted law that suits their own understanding. They have a form of godliness but no filling power. They have an altar but no Pentecostal fire. It is an immature obedience, maintained not by love but by coercion.
The Reformation gave Christianity a renewed understanding of Grace, but when the Church becomes lawless, unclean, it too becomes a desolate house. We demand fire without the lawful altar of obedience.
The Western Church has invented other strategies to paper over the Law/Grace chasm. With modern methodologies, marketing, and manipulation we have whipped up a crowd, but the real test of what we are building is our long-term legacy in history.
Much of what we thought was grain is actually chaff, and our realization of this is good. Wisdom comes at a price. We are left with the Bible, with Covenant. And that, too, once we realize it, is good.
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THE FORM OF GODLINESS
JESUS TOLD HIS DISCIPLES that if they had seen Him, they had seen the Father. Yet no man has seen God at any time. Jesus made the Father visible. The very order of things is triune: audible, visible, practical. The Father speaks (Word), the Son “opens the Word” by obeying “unto death” (Sacrament), and the Spirit gathers the faithful (Government).

Jesus told Nicodemus that the Spirit of God is like the wind. We cannot track His movements, but we can see the results. He gathers the righteous and He scatters the wicked. This is why all those who have the Spirit of God are just like Him. The hidden logic is, well, hidden. The tree is only truly known by its fruit.
However, the invisible Word of God does have a shape, at least when it is written down. The Source is Three-fold, the Father being distinct from the Son and united by the Spirit. But the Covenant Word itself is five-fold. The Son is divided to send the Spirit. This is pictured for us at one level (forming) as two tablets, divided bread, and at a greater, more mature level (filling) as a second set of “resurrected” tablets, or bread and wine.

Now, if such charts are causing you to fret, it will probably be for one of two reasons.
Firstly, I’m not into numeric codes. These structures are simply visual representations of what we find in the written Word. I am only going to add one more level to the chart above, and that is the seven of the Bible Matrix. You have probably already done it in your head. But of course, we are not there yet.
Secondly, isn’t the “diagramming of God” highly irreverent? Think of it as holy architecture. God Himself is a house, and when He builds something, it is naturally an extension of Himself. These diagrams reflect how He does it, and once you get them under your belt, you will see them everywhere in Scripture.
Day 3 in the Bible Matrix is Ascension. It is where God’s obedient Man draws near to Him as the blameless Firstfruits Lamb, divided as bread and wine on the Table. He is the only one worthy to open the scroll. Like the grapes of Eshcol, like Isaac, he is the “son of the promise.”
This Adam receives a mystery. It is a book that has been sealed up. Its Words are dark sayings, dreams and visions that only a Joseph or a Daniel can understand. It is the future written down in symbols.
It is also a blueprint for God’s house that only a Moses or a David can receive. And its contents can then only be delegated to faithful, Spirit-filled men like Bezalel and Aholiab, or Solomon’s craftsmen, to build exactly according to its pattern.
It is not so much the future itself as a Creative force that has not yet been unleashed into history. In fact, it is the very hand of God reaching into history to change it according to His plans.
The Ten Words given to Moses were written by the finger of God. As God’s “right hand,” the shape of the contents of the sealed scroll is always five-fold. The hand has five fingers:

 
This is the pattern uncovered by Ray Sutton in That You May Prosper. Yes, it looks like “legalese,” but it should. It is after all a legally-binding contract with God. However, as we move along, you will find the process is a very familiar one. Eric Rauch writes:
“Remembering that the five points apply to all dealings between God and man, as well as man and man, think of a relationship and ask these simple questions:
1)   Who’s in charge? (Transcendence);
2)   To whom do I report (or answer)? (Hierarchy);
3)   What are the rules? (Ethics);
4)   What happens if I obey (or disobey)? (Sanctions); and
5)   Does this relationship have a future? (Succession).1
Every covenant will have an answer for each of these five questions and the answers should be carefully considered before entering into a covenant. Jesus warns us to ‘count the cost’ (Luke 14:25-35) before making a decision, and seeking the answers to these five questions is certainly a large part of the ‘counting’ process.”2 if you look carefully at the five-fold pattern, and what we have recently discussed concerning Man’s Ascension, you may already see a correspondence. Who owns the scroll? God does. He is in charge: Transcendence. And to whom does He hand the scroll? The Man in charge: Hierarchy. And the Man who is worthy to open the scroll, seated at the right hand of the power, becomes God’s right hand Man, His delegate.
The pattern has already begun, but all parties are identified in the signed, sealed covenant scroll for future reference.
The scroll is a letter of authority. it is what authorizes the delegate. if God’s authority is challenged, the one sent (the “apostle”) refers challengers to the scroll. If Adam’s authority is challenged, he refers challengers to the scroll. Moses did. Aaron did. Jesus did. And in a New covenant way, so did paul. The apostle knew all about letters of authority (Acts 9:2; 28:21; 2 Corinthians 3:1; 10:9; 10:10-11).
As the mission, the scroll inscribes what is required, proscribes what is abhorred, and it also prescribes a reckoning. Adam, and those in his care as God’s representative, are accountable to its contents. Time is allowed for the mission to be fulfilled—or rebelled against—and the scroll is referred to at the last day.
The scroll is a blueprint for God’s house, and the house will be measured by it. What it is made of will be made known publicly. The Day will declare it.
The scroll is also a hand, the right hand Man, and he must not return empty-handed.
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.” (John 10:27-30)
THE HAND OF GOD
Ray Sutton uses the book of Deuteronomy as a good example of the five-fold Covenant pattern:
“If we do not know what a covenant consists of, we will never be able to see it in all the segments of the Bible. Then, after we know the meaning of a covenant, we can consider how it works…
The Book of Deuteronomy is a model, a place where all of its parts can clearly be seen. Deuteronomy is to the covenant what Romans is to systematic theology. But how do we know Deuteronomy is a covenant? Moses says, ‘He declared to you His covenant which He commanded you to perform, that is, the Ten Commandments [Words]’ (Deut. 4:13). Deuteronomy is the second giving of the Ten Commandments, a ‘new’ covenant so to speak. Moses says of the book as a whole, ‘Keep the words of this covenant to do them, that you may prosper in all that you do’ (Deut. 29:9). Deuteronomy is definitely a covenant document.
Significantly, scholarship of the last few decades has uncovered the similarity between Deuteronomy and other ancient near-eastern covenant treaties, usually called suzerainty treaties: Hittite (sixteenth-thirteenth centuries B.C.) and Assyrian (eighth-seventh centuries B.C.). Suzerains were ancient kings who imposed their covenant treaties on lesser kings called vassals. The structure of these treaty documents is not identical to Deuteronomy, but close enough to help us better understand its structure…
The Biblical covenant in Deuteronomy has five parts. It preceded the suzerainty treaties and was not a copy of them. The suzerains copied the Biblical pattern to form geo-political covenants. Deuteronomy, on the other hand, was the restatement and expansion of the Ten Commandments. Not only does Moses say as much (Deut. 4:13), but the parallel between the five-fold pattern in Deuteronomy and a double five-fold pattern in the Ten Commandments demonstrates the connection. 3
Here is Sutton’s run-down of the five points (slightly adapted):
 
Transcendence (Deuteronomy 1:1-5).
Like the ancient treaty documents, the covenant begins with a “preamble.” But what does the Biblical preamble of Deuteronomy teach? Here we find that God declares His transcendence. True transcendence does not mean God is distant, like a powerful king in a foreign land, but that God is distinct.
 
Hierarchy (Deuteronomy 1:6-4:49).
The second section of the covenant is called the “historical prologue.” Suzerain treaty scholars point out that in this section of Deuteronomy, the author develops a brief history of God’s Sovereign relationship to His people around an authority principle. What is it? And, what does it mean? Briefly, God established a representative system of government. These visible representatives were to mediate judgment to the nation. And the nation was to mediate judgment to the world.
 
Ethics (Deuteronomy 5-26).
The next section of the covenant is usually the longest. The stipulations are laid out. In Deuteronomy, this section is 22 chapters long (Deut. 526). The Ten Commandments are re-stated and developed. These stipulations are the way God’s people defeat the enemy. By relating to God in terms of ethical obedience, the enemies fall before His children. The law is at the heart of God’s covenant, which means God wants His people to see an ethical relationship between cause and effect: be faithful and prosper. Only obedience brings real and lasting success.
 
Sanctions (Deuteronomy 27-30).
The fourth part of Deuteronomy lists blessings and curses (Deut. 27-28), the rewards and punishments attached to the covenant. This is also the point at which the document becomes legally binding. A “self-maledictory” oath is taken, and the sanctions are ceremonially applied.
 
Succession (Deuteronomy 31-34).
 
Succession determines the true heirs. This continuity is established by ordination and faithfulness. It is historic and processional. The covenant is handed down from generation to generation. Only the one empowered by the Spirit can obey and take dominion. He is the one who inherits. The final principle of the covenant tells “who is in the covenant,” or “who has continuity with it,” and what the basis of this continuity will be.
All of this is fairly self-explanatory, except perhaps the “oath.” The oath is like swearing on the Bible. It is the point in the proceedings at which those under the new Covenant promise to keep the stipulations in the Ethics section of the document. The oath is taken publicly, before witnesses. The word “Amen” actually means one submits to the curses of the Covenant if one fails to keep the conditions. It is similar to some of the vows recorded later in the Bible: “May God do so to me and more also if…” (2 Kings 6:31).
None of this should surprise us, as we see identical processes in our legal system. Yet we fail to understand that what is going on in the Bible is exactly this legal process. When Israel broke the Covenant, God sent His witnesses, the prophets, to hammer on the door of Israel’s kings like a sheriff serving papers. Suffering a broken contract, God was suing the Covenant breakers, threatening to carry out the curses contained in the scroll. This is referred to by many as a “Covenant lawsuit,” and it is the key to understanding the strangest parts of the Bible.
Well, law bores me to tears. But then so do detailed instructions. My mind works visually. As in my work as a graphic designer, if I can “see” the finished product, tackling the detailed logistics becomes second nature.
If we can “see” the palace which God has in mind hidden in these important legal details, and understand that He intends to live there with us, the legalities suddenly become a lot more interesting. We’re looking at paint color swatches, shopping for tiles, choosing marble, and purchasing silver and gold.
And, as with any legal document, when the construction of the palace is threatened, we also get a lot more interested in legal protection. If we have eyes to see, we might notice the shape of the Bride-city whom we are to build and protect hidden in the fine print.
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GOD-IN-A-BOX
FOR A COVENANT, OR A COVENANT LAWSUIT, to be legal, the court of God requires the testimony of a minimum of two witnesses. This was true under the old Covenant, and it is also true under the New.
“on the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses the one who is to die shall be put to death; a person shall not be put to death on the evidence of one witness.” (Deuteronomy 17:6)
“But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.” (Matthew 18:16)
“Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge.” (1 Corinthians 14:29 [NKJV])
“Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses.” (1 Timothy 5:19)
If anything, the New Covenant is more strict, especially as it applied to first century Jews:
“Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has spurned the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace?” (Hebrews 10:28, 29)
Now, you might have noticed that an eye-witness generally has a minimum of two eyes and two ears and two nostrils. These are all organs of “judgment,” and they come in pairs. These are our into witnesses. We form our judgments based upon what these take in.
Our out-ofwitnesses are singular and plural, Head and Body. We have one mouth, which images the singular Word of God. But then we have two hands, which back up the testimony of our mouth with body language. For the deaf, we can learn to sign with our hands. The audible Word becomes visible in Flesh.
The Lord spoke to Moses, and He wrote on two tablets—in signs, or body language—the Ten Words. He wrote them with His finger, thus the two out-of witnesses are, symbolically, five fingers on two hands. You might also remember that the number five is military in nature. It is Maturity, the Covenant Body.
As discussed, God’s Covenants follow the five-fold structure:
1   God’s sovereignty
2   Man’s delegated authority
3   God’s law
4   God’s sanctions (positive and negative)
5   Inheritance in history
How do we get from a five-point Covenant model to Ten Words? Ray Sutton sees the structure of the Ten Commandments, on the two tablets, like this:

However, some of his correlations seem forced to me. I believe there is a better solution, presented by Jewish scholar Moshe Kline. It represents more perfectly the symmetry of a pair of human hands.
“Generally, representations of the Decalogue have the first five Words on one tablet and the next five on the second, so that each tablet is in fact like a column in a table [as above].
This format is so common that one might assume that it is of biblical origin. In fact, there is no clear evidence as to how the text was written on the tablets. We know only that the revelation at Mount Sinai was made up of ten units of speech, dvarim, and that they were written on two separate stone tablets. No one but Moses is reported to have seen the writing on the tablets. The first set was destroyed before anyone could see them. Moses kept the second set in a box until it was placed in the ark. It is not recorded that the second set was ever shown to anyone. So it would seem that there is no way to determine definitively how the text appeared on the tablets. In this article I will suggest that literary analysis of the text points to the following arrangement:

This format brings out the full significance of the Words being written on two tablets. They are five sets of pairs composing a tabular text having components of meaning both in the rows and in the columns…
This is how the Torah describes the writing on the tablets: ‘The tablets were written across from each other; (first) on one and (then) on the other were they written’ (Exodus 32:15). This description is the only evidence we have concerning the writing on the tablets. The Hebrew phrase which I have paraphrased ‘across from each other,’ literally means ‘from both sides’…
Surprisingly enough, the key question concerning the ten Words is ‘what are they.’ While the Torah states in several places that there are ten Words, nowhere does it indicate what they are. Both of the two editions recorded in the Torah can easily be read as containing over a dozen Words! The first problem is how to divide the text into ten parts… “
Kline uses an ancient Jewish division of the Ten Words, one used by St. Augustine. He refers to it as the Scroll division. He wisely notes that it is the division itself which determines what underlying logic can appear in the arrangement of the Words. He continues:
“Here is the basis for St. Augustine’s ‘Jewish’ reading. The text of the Torah, as it appears in the traditional Torah scroll, is divided into paragraphlike sections called parshiot. There are very few variations in these divisions in scrolls from different parts of the world. This testifies to the fact that they represent an ancient tradition. The division into parshiot can be read as the earliest extant commentary on the Torah. The text of the Ten Words is divided into ten parshiot in a manner that differs from the division in the Mechilta1.”2
To put it simply, the Scroll division combines our common first and second Words into one Word, and it divides our common tenth Word into two. This might seem arbitrary, but as Kline says, the internal logic suddenly becomes apparent.
What struck me immediately concerning the Scroll division of the Ten Words was their very obvious correspondence not only to the five-fold Covenant structure, but also their obvious division of the Ten Words into two tablets as a forming and a filling.
WARP AND WEFT
“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the [Land] beneath, or that is in the water under the [Land].” (Exodus 20:4)
Kline also observes that the Scroll division’s First Word deals with what is above, moves to what is on the Land, and then to what is under the Land. We can see the same progression, the same Covenant movement, in the entire structure:

As in an accounting spreadsheet, the vertical columns form the legal structure, and the horizontal rows form the relational “glory.” The three-level house is formed and filled. Kline likens it to the warp and weft of weaving. The Lord is making a robe, a tent.

 
As further support for this assertion, the odd-numbered commandments are Adamic (house forming) and the even-numbered commandments are Bridal (house filling). Adam is singular, and Eve is plural. Adam is the warp, the vertical, the structure between God and Man. Eve is the weft, the horizontal, the glory between Man and City. So, not only do we have this “weaving” process at the three-fold “Trinity” level, we have it at the five-fold Covenant Scroll level.
X MARKS THE SPOT
Notice that the central Law for Adam is a prohibition of murder (de-forming), and the central Law for Eve is a prohibition of harlotry (de-filling). If you remember, these are the sins at the centre of the history between Adam and Noah that resulted in de-Creation.
This is exactly the opposite of what occurred on the cross. Christ was murdered to remove the curse from His faithful Bride. In the Ten Words, Jesus, like Phinehas, dis-covered the false Adam and the false Eve together, naked in one tent, and thrust them through with a spear. And like Phinehas, He was given the Succession of the Covenant.
Outside the camp, with His hands outstretched, the Son of God turned the cross of death into the chiasm of life. The stone tablets became hands of flesh.
“Moses’ anger burned hot, and he threw the tablets out ofhis hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain.” (Exodus 32:19)
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DESIRE
OUR COVENANTAL NATURE MAKES US HUNGRY. We are formed, and in every sphere of life we desire to be filled. The desires built into us can be fulfilled either within or without the Covenant. As in Eden, the choice is between instant gratification with a substi-tute—a shadow, or patient perseverance to inherit the real thing. The desire itself is not the problem.
The Greeks believed (as do many Christians) that desire was something to be controlled by human reason, a flame to be quenched. But this is not the picture the Bible gives us, and it is not the way the Bible portrays the Father or the Son. Desire is a flame that controls and animates us. And this is good! All of our desires image the desires of the God of the Covenant, so His quests are something to be entirely given over to, whatever the cost. Peter Leithart writes:
“Wisdom and virtue are not found in mastering desire, but in the maturing of desire… Desire tells us that at the heart of who we are we are not ourselves; desire teaches us that what is most inner in us is turned inside out. We don’t like to be destabilized that way, and Greek wisdom is largely the wisdom of trying to keep myself to myself, keeping my inner self properly inside, under the watchful eye of reason.
For the Bible, human beings are much more radically social creatures, oriented without ourselves, finding ourselves not by keeping our ‘reins’ in but finding ourselves along the journey out… Christianity invented adventure, the journey out and out… our God is radically, eternally ecstatic. The Father finds Himself and knows Himself in the Son and by the Spirit. Christianity honored desire because it worshiped a God who went outside Himself. Christianity invented adventure because it proclaimed a gospel of advent.”1
Immature men see a Covenant as a hindrance. Foolish men are those who pore over God’s Words and do nothing about them. They have no desire to please God and thus see no relationship between the Covenant and reality. For them, the Covenant is a list:

These men think they have God in their power, in a box, and they use the Law for their own ends. But the Apostle Paul calls these Adams “lawless.”
BRIDAL LAWS
Even godly lawyers love rules and regulations. They like to have all the boxes ticked. They are legal accountants. Their technical books get filed away somewhere dark.
Sure, the Lord is a lawyer, but none of His books are dusty-on-the-shelf. The Covenant is God’s dance card. His laws are Bridal. He might give us a long list of forming Covenant conditions, but then He fills it out with narrative, and we see how the same pattern plays out in history.
Wise men are those who understand God’s heart, like young David. They allow the Covenant of God to shape, to form, their desires. They understand that a Covenant with God is always an opportunity. They see the movement of the Covenant and recognize the inherent challenge to keep God’s name from shame. They see God’s Covenant not as a list—the letter of the law—but as an adventure:

Word forms flesh, and flesh is filled with Spirit. God’s Law is inseparably married to the Bible’s narratives. The foreign logic of the Torah begins to make sense to us. Moreover, it gives us the key to understanding the rest of the Bible: it is a “filling out” of the Law.

 
THE SEVEN SEALS
A wise Christian once observed that there is one single factor that differentiates between the saint who grows in Christ and the saint who doesn’t. It is desire.
We see the same thing in the Trinity, and this brings us to the expansion of the five-fold Covenant pattern into the seven-fold Bible Matrix. The Son is divided as bread and wine to open a space for the Spirit to fill. It is a new mission, a New Covenant. But He is the Covenant Head awaiting a Covenant Body; His personal holiness awaits a corporate holiness, a legacy in history of a thousand generations.
So, the Covenant Scroll, in the right hand of Jesus, as Word in flesh, has five points, yet it has seven seals.
As it plays out in history, as the Spirit forms and fills a Body, the Covenant Creation has seven points. This is because there is a death-and-resurrection for the Covenant Body at the centre of the pattern. The Ethics—the Terms and Conditions, the Law of the Covenant—is split into three.
So, under the Ethics section of the Covenant, we have the Covenant Head filled with the Law, the Covenant Body filled with the Law, and the Spirit of the Law at the centre, at Pentecost. Just as the Covenant Head was divided to send the Spirit, so the Covenant Body is divided to receive the Spirit. Pentecost always cuts Judah in two.
The singular seed falls into the ground, dying under the Law, and is harvested as a plural body. Adam is divided for the construction of Eve.


 


 
Wise men obediently go out to fight at “the time when kings go out to battle” (2 Samuel 11:1), to crush the serpent and protect the Bride. Their godly desires are fulfilled, and they receive their inheritance. unwise men stay home, and their ungodly desires are also fulfilled. If they remain unrepentant Adams, their generations are cut off, like the house of Saul. The Covenant is the context of David’s Psalm 37:
“Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.
Commit your way to the Lord;
trust in him, and he will act.
He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, and your justice as the noonday.”
IDLE HANDS AND STRANGE FIRE
Every sphere of human life is Covenantal, and all our desires are tuned to these spheres as quests. If we obey the Ethics of the Covenant, our desires will be fulfilled through a lawful “marriage” of elements. If we disobey, they will be fulfilled through what the Bible refers to as “harlotry.” It is unfaithfulness to God above and to men below in our task of mediation.
unwise men stay home and end up sleeping with Bathsheba instead of rescuing the Bride. At the centre of David’s fall was the Edenic conspiracy of theft, adultery, deceit and murder. The man with God’s heart failed to empty himself under the Covenant. His house was no longer a shelter. The vacuum left by the departed sanctuary was filled with something unholy.
All of God’s Covenant quests involve risk. If we attempt to avoid the danger of the mission, and seek results in the comfort of our own wisdom, we are prone to far worse perils. Revelation 21:8 lists cowards among those who will have their part in the consuming fire. Obedience and rebellion both involve some form of death, but only obedience brings new life.
A Covenant Man is a holy entrepreneur, and God blesses those who risk all. Instead of returning with plunder for God, self-serving Adams return empty-handed. Actually, it is worse. The Word never returns void. It brings plunder or it brings plagues. Just as personal holiness brings corporate blessing, personal sin brings corporate curses. God forgave David’s sin, but its legacy in his offspring and kingdom was tragic.
However, the Covenant curses are limited to the third or fourth generation. God’s faithfulness lasts for a thousand. We have yet to exhaust it.
What are we hungry for? We deal with our sinful habits by desiring something better. Redeemed thieves must work for the sake of the needy. Our devouring lusts must not only be mortified, but also displaced, by shepherding, sheltering love. Desire cannot be quenched, only redeemed. We are to burn with better things, to be enflamed with the fire of our jealous God.
Where do we find godly desire? The Words of God can only form the Tabernacle, the empty dwelling. It takes the power of the Spirit of God to fill it.
“His disciples remembered that it was written,
‘Zeal for your house will consume me.’” (John 2:17)
TOOL KIT
Here’s some helpful tips to help you get a grip on the correspondences between the seven-fold matrix and the five-fold scroll:
The initiating call comes from a God who is “distinct” or Transcendent. He is the Word’s source, the Light, the Ark.
Those whom He calls are “sanctified,” that is, set apart at Division in a separate household. This is exactly what we find not only at PASS-OVER, where the Gentiles could not participate but only look on, it is also the dividing blood of circumcision. In the Revelation, it is the seven churches as a New Covenant Hierarchy, protected under the blood of Christ while Herodian worship is dis-covered and destroyed.
Ethics is a triune Word. It is the Word of the Father opened by—or in—the Son. He becomes a Holy Land, a Holy Place, into which the Spirit gathers the Bride. The Laws spoken to Moses, written on stone upon Sinai are now “repeated” in flesh by Moses to a trained army.
The Sanctions separate Eve from her sin. She is covered by the obedience of her Adam to the Ethics. The true Eve is received into the court of God, and the false Eve is exiled into outer darkness. We see the Sanctions in the division of the goats at Atonement, and the blessings and curses sung from two mountains as Israel PASSED-THROUGH into Canaan.
Finally, Succession comes in the many genealogies but also in the four rivers flowing out of Eden, the “living waters” that bring life and glory to the world.

 
LAMBS IN LIMBO
Now, we know the book of Judges is about Israel’s fundamental failure to be a nation of wise judges, and the Lord’s calling of new “singular” mediators to bring deliverance. Each of the stories in Judges roughly follows this Covenant history pattern.
At this point, we should observe the sad consequence of the modern Church’s loss of a Covenantal understanding of the Great Commission. Notice that step 2, Passover, is only the covering of the new vassal people. God calls them out and covers them for previous sin. Passover is merely a reparation for the failure in the previous cycle. It is a new beginning made possible by substitutionary sacrifice and not an end in itself.
When we trust in Christ for salvation, it makes us acceptable before God for service. We are Egyptian slaves bought with a price. We fall down dead at His feet (Division), He lifts us up (Ascension), and then gives us a job to do—He opens the scroll.
So, the New Covenant in Jesus’ blood is basically a new opportunity for the people of God to become a corporate mediator on a greater scale. Salvation is your ticket to boot camp. The New Covenant is not about waiting for salvation. That was the Old. The New is about dominion, a rule-by-sacrifice that brings salvation to the entire world.
For many Christians, we are covered, and that’s all it’s about. No wonder our churches are filled with frozen lambs. It is a debilitating truncation of the world-transforming New Covenant.
THE HUNGRY EYES OF JESUS
I heard an analogy of Jesus’ death based on the Allied troops’ D-day invasion. A commanding officer threw himself onto the land mine infested beach. Whether he lived or died, the troops knew that bit of sand was safe. The head was sacrificed for the body, not just for the life of the body, or even for the body’s freedom, but in order that the body might continue the invasion.
Enduring the cross is not simply being an example, not simply saying, as True Shepherd, “I will not participate in a government of wolves.” It is throwing ourselves down for the sake of the glory set before us—multiplied glory. The cross is many things, but it is also profoundly military.
In the case of Christ, He knew exactly where the land mine was. True masculinity, true greatness, true godliness, is a hunger for glory, the glory of Greater Eve as a mantle, a kingdom to present to the Father as a chaste virgin. It marches bravely into the wilderness as a Nazirite—a holy warrior—and returns filled with a head of “bridal hair” as glorious plunder.
Desire recognizes a contract as an opportunity. It perceives the world’s freedom as a heavy yoke and the Law of Christ as light. The Spirit gives us God’s heart, one willing to be emptied that the world might be filled.
“Holy, Holy, Holy, is Jehovah of Hosts,
The fullness of all the [Land] is His glory.”
(Isaiah 6:3 [Young])
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WIDOWS AND ORPHANS
A COVENANT WITH GOD PROMISES DOMINION, but God calls us to patiently “inherit” it (Hebrews 6:12). A quick online Bible word search for “inherit” showed me how little we moderns understand what is going on in the Scriptures. We read this word as “receive,” but “inherit” is a much grander reality.
The word “inherit” includes the idea of the passing of an amount of time. Each Covenant with God was an “era,” and the blessings or curses, like wheat or weeds, take time to come to fruition. God only comes when men are “ripe” for judgment, to bless the sanctified with the fulfillment of His promises and to disinherit the Covenant breakers. He will only judge when the good and evil have reached their full potential.
“And he said to me, ‘Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near. Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy. Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay everyone for what he has done.’” (Revelation 22:10-12)
In fact, it does seem sometimes that the Lord Himself is impatient for the harvest:
“I came to cast fire on the [Land], and would that it were already kindled!” (Luke 12:49)
This strong desire, this godly “lust” for fruition, was built into Adam. But to govern the world Adam would first have to govern himself. His failure to do so is played out in individuals and institutions throughout the Bible. The essence of Satan’s temptations is instant gratification, a shortcut to glory that bypasses the costly getting of wisdom. But, like any offer that seems too good to be true, the shortcut is far more costly over time. Adam didn’t just gamble away the farm. He handed over the future.
CHILDREN OF OUR DEEDS
The point of Testing goes way beyond “choose your own future.” Our obedience or disobedience to the Ethics of the Covenant affects those around us: Un-Word; Un-Sacrament; Un-Government. John Calvin wrote:
“It is certainly the duty of a Christian man to ascend higher than merely to seek and secure the salvation of his own soul… If we wish to belong to Christ, let no man be anything for himself. But let us all be whatever we are for each other.”
A wise man said that we are the children of our own deeds. The consequences of our actions most certainly shape us, but they also shape future generations.
At the heart of every Covenant is mediation—shelter. Satan’s attack on Eve, the mother of all the living, was, among other things, an attempt to hijack the one thing angels cannot have—an inheritance. Angels are God’s servants. As they administered the Old Covenant, they were our butlers and nannies. The battle in Eden was the head teacher’s jealous attempt to disqualify and destroy the heirs. It seems he understood that when the sons and daughters grew up, they would not only be given dominion over the house, but they would also rule over the servants.
In his desire to be a god, Adam became nothing like God. A short-cut kingdom cost the lives of those he was commanded to protect. It is precisely this sin that is the source of “corporate” suffering throughout history. It is the difference between Babylon and Jerusalem. James Jordan writes:
“Enoch and Babylon are the first cities, but Jerusalem is the last. Jubal is the first musician, but David the ‘last.’ The wicked get there first and do much of the work, laying up an inheritance for the just. Because they are not concerned with morality, the wicked can employ slave labor to build their cultures early, while a righteous culture takes longer to build.”1
Whether he knew it or not, Adam was trading in “the souls of men,” the children still “in his loins.” What many modern theologians fail to understand is that the concept of “empire” is not ungodly in itself. Empire is simply “Body.” Like Jesus, David and Solomon were shepherd kings. The problem is the ravenous Heads, beasts like Lamech, Nimrod, Pharaoh and Herod, who are ever-willing to fast track their progress through exploitation: bloodshed, robbery and slavery.
When women and children are neglected or abused by those whom God has put in authority, a culture is coming to an end. Israel adopted, even furthered, the Canaanite practice of slaughtering children for a corporate prosperity. This was not only an abomination in God’s sight but the very opposite of the means of prosperity He had given them in the terms of the Covenant. Children are the future. They are not a curse but a blessing.
FLAMING NOSTRILS
The Pharisees, “keepers” of the Covenant, copped an earful from Jesus for neglecting justice and mercy, and evicting widows and orphans from their houses. They had replaced the Word of God with their own words, the Oral Law. The Lord has a soft spot for widows especially, and this can be traced back to Eden. When He gets angry, the expression “His nostrils were kindled” is often used. However, this expression is only used against a whole people when the crime is idolatry, with the exception of the crime of oppressing widows. James Jordan comments on this:
“This is jealousy language. Potiphar’s nostrils were kindled when he suspected Joseph of attempting to rape his wife (Gen. 39:19). The expression occurs four times in Exodus 32 (vv. 10, 11, 19, 22), as God responds to the spiritual adultery of His people…
God, of course, is a consuming fire (Heb. 12: 29), and He manifests His fiery judgment in the flaming sword of the cherubim (Gen. 3:24; Lev. 10:2; etc.), in the fire of sacrifice on the altar, in the lake of fire, and so forth. The particular burning anger of jealousy, however, is pointed to in this expression. God jealously guards His Bride. His nostrils flared against Moses when Moses did not want to deliver Israel (Ex. 4:14). His nostrils burned against Aaron and Miriam when they attacked the privileges of Moses (Num. 12:9). God’s burning anger at Balaam (Num. 22:22) relates to Balaam’s intention of cursing God’s Bride, which in time he succeeded in doing (Num. 25; 31:16).
This leads us to the observation that the widow in Israel was a type of the bride of Adam, whose husband God had killed for his sin. It was needful for a younger brother, the second Adam, Jesus Christ, to take her as His wife. This widow typology is particularly prominent in the book of Ruth and in the theology of Luke (Luke 2:37; 4:25f.; 7:12). The widow is under the special protection of the Lord, until He comes to claim her as His own. 2
INHERITING THE WIND
What the Bible’s matrix teaches us is that if we are faithful to the Covenant Ethics, we are not only under a “light yoke,” but God eventually hands us the kingdom on a platter. Faithfulness is conquest.
Very often, obedience seems to be the exact opposite of what we think should bring about the desired results. But that is the wisdom of men, and the glory achieved is always short-lived. They have their momentary reward, and sometimes it is a head on a platter.
Lasting glory takes time, but God uses that time to build the eternal prize. At the last, all the things the nations sought for, struggled for, even murdered for, will be handed to the faithful on a platter, just as the Lord gave Canaan to Israel, and the Father gave the kingdom to the Son. God Himself deals in securities and futures, in “fine gold,” and those who inherit it are qualified by the Ethics of the Covenant. They disregard the temporary glories offered by the world and await something that is permanent (Matthew 6:30-34).
The temptation we face in every sphere is impatience, the result of an ingratitude founded in the slander of God. Any attempt to seize for ourselves what we have been given as stewards is an abuse of the hierarchical nature of the world, whether it be silver and gold, or the exploitation of the helpless. Evil men turn the Covenant shelter into a den of thieves.
“I will not leave you as orphans;
I will come to you.”
(John 14:18)
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ETHICS OR MAGIC
IT IS MAN’S JOB TO FORM, BUT GOD’S JOB TO FILL. God brings the increase. The scroll gives us the form of godliness, but not its power. Without the Spirit of God, the Covenant is just words. So, when Man usurps the Covenant, the obligation for the miraculous “increase” falls upon mortal flesh. To fill the gap, the tyrants cannibalize their own “generations” for quick glory. A holy Covenant Head takes on a Body by fire. Under strange fire, an unholy Head consumes the Body.
However, just as the Bible’s matrix is the outworking in history of the Covenant, this oppression of widows and orphans is a symptom of something deeper, and something much darker.
“For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He has also rejected you from being king.” (1 Samuel 15:23)
FALSE ASCENSION
The Ascension step in the Bible Matrix concerns the enthronement of the Covenant Head. of course, this very often gets turned on its head. Ascension follows
Division, the obedience of the one called to be Mediator. He dies (or falls down before God) and is then exalted by God. The prophets are called before the Lord and sanctified through a death experience before they are given their mission. John “dies” at the feet of the glorified Jesus before he is lifted up—”resur-rected”—by Jesus’ right hand and commissioned to speak in the sign language of the Covenant.
But the Bible also describes many Covenant Heads who are usurpers and failures. These are incompetent or ambitious men who are “lifted up” but not as humble bread and wine, and not by God. At Testing, these Adams fail to mediate, or they abuse their role, and God judges them for the sake of the Body. Under God’s Laws, we judge rightly, or we are judged (Luke 6:37; 1 Corinthians 11:31).
At Ascension, failed High Priest Eli falls from his “throne” and dies. At Ascension in the overall scheme of the book of Daniel, the Herods hijack the Covenant people and throw down the ruling “stars.” At Ascension in the structure of Esther, Mordecai’s manipulation (as Head) of Esther (the Body) allows Haman to take control instead. At Ascension in one of the cycles in the Revelation, the sorcerous Herodian harlot is dethroned.
Such powers have the horns of a lamb, but they are dragons (Revelation 5:6; 13:11). They do not display their own blood as self-governed Adams. They purchase power on the black market with the blood of innocents. The enthronement of such rulers is a perversion of the Covenant. It is not Ascension at all. It is levitation—magic.
INCARNATION OR INCANTATION
God offers Man a form of “supernatural power” but it is sent only as Man images God. Words are nothing. Flesh is nothing. The Word must become flesh, mediated through Man as he submits to God.
When a relationship with God (faithful, dutiful, loving responses) is omitted from Man’s mediatory role, a “formula” is substituted for obedience to God’s laws. Tyrants reverse the roles of Transcendent God and Vassal Hierarchy. Instead of submitting to God, Man delegates power to the gods of his own making, the-Isms. Invariably, the-Isms are eventually seen to be useless in the quest for a true legacy. Moreover, like a steroid addiction,-Isms have a habit of taking on a destructive life of their own. Ray Sutton writes:
“The quest for power enslaves. Power religion turns on the user. The New Testament tells the story of Jewish exorcists who tried to use Jesus’ name to manipulate demons (Acts 19:8-20). They had seen the power of Jesus’ name. To them, it was the perfect formula.
They called on the demons. The demons responded to the exorcists, ‘We know Jesus and Paul but who are you?’ With that, the evil spirits viciously attacked the men. To these exorcists, power was in an equation, in this case the name of Jesus. They discovered that Jesus cannot be maneuvered by any formula. The exorcist’s use of a formula also explains why science so easily slips into magic. Both tend to reduce life to an equation. Atheistic science seeks to manipulate the universe through an equation, and magic uses an incantational formula.”1
GODLESS ETHICS
God’s glorious promise always includes a moral component, one that is aimed directly at His first audience. Man’s formulas are an attempt to evade the Ethics and “seize” the blessings of God. The Edenic scenario is inescapable. The most subtle means of evading God’s Ethics is their replacement.
Every society forms some form of ethical standard to maintain control and keep order, but what is in fact being promoted is a coercive substitute for the Spirit of God. Even with secular humanism, the substitute is always spiritual. Sutton observes,
“The heart of the humanist Renaissance was magic. It was a self-conscious attempt to revive pagan humanism, including classical magic.”2
As with Saul, a legacy built by the Spirit of God is replaced with a short-lived demonic counterfeit. To achieve his ends, even the well-intentioned secular humanist will eventually be forced to rely for strength upon the demonic. Every formed house will be filled..
THE GOD-MAN
To achieve a legacy, Man must fill what is below with what is above. All men are thus “god-men,” or mediators. History is a series of repeated attempts to join—to intermarry—heaven and earth. In all cases, the spiritual realm is the source of power to build a future. The difference between the good mediators and the bad is the source of their authority. For the ungodly, the spiritual realm is just another domain to be manipulated.
“For man to get his way, he must choose God’s way for him. Keeping the law of God is not a way to manipulate God; it is man’s way of conforming himself ethically to God. The Biblical character who failed to understand this was Simon the magician, who sought to buy the power of God from Simon Peter…
Magical, mechanical, and manipulative explanations are all false. They define life’s problems as metaphysical, not covenantal. According to them, man lacks something in his being; maybe he is racially inferior; maybe he lacks the right spell; maybe he is not saying the spell the right way; maybe he does not know enough. In every case, the problem is a flaw in his being and not his ethics… The temptation of the people of God is to resort to magic. As it was in the days when Moses received the law, so it is in our day. The conflict is still between ethics and magic.”3
The proud Man sees God’s heaven as just another part of his own domain. The nearbringing of Ascension is twisted into an invasion of the Holy Place. Instead of of union by marriage, it is prostitution and murder.
EMPTY WORDS
The Covenant scroll without the Spirit of the seven seals cannot make a new world. For the wicked, its words appear impotent, but they are words which will judge men on the Last Day of their old world. 

 
BAAL’S STIMULUS PACKAGE
A correct understanding of Covenant Theology has risks all of its own. As Douglas Wilson says, if you are doing math, you are going to have math problems.
In certain circles, there has been a great deal of emphasis on Covenant. The danger is that we, like all men, forget the relational aspect of God’s Covenants and present this as just another formula—another bunch of dead rules.
The difference between Covenant success and the worldly-Isms is a relationship with God, a God Who promises to fulfill His part of the bargain. The-Isms fail because there is no relationship. The world simply isn’t made that way. God cannot be separated from his gifts. James Jordan writes:
“The true religion of Israel said that fertility was obtained by submitting to the Creator, while Baalism said that fertility was obtained by stimulating Nature. Thus, in true religion, man is the servant/slave of God, in submission to Him; while in Baalism, man is the Lord of his god (Nature) who needs to be stimulated by him.
Nature religion is a religion of stimulation. Man has to stimulate Nature in order to get results. Like the Baal priests of the ancient world, he may engage in sexual orgies, or cut himself with knives (1 Kings 18:28), in order to arouse the sleeping god. This is also the philosophy of the modern world. Stimulating nature is not seen (as in Christian faith) simply as a form of technological dominion. It is also seen as a way of salvation, so that modern medical scientists believe they will solve the problem of disease by learning how to control nature, and modern philosophers believe that controlling nature will permit man to control evolution and advance humanity, while modern revolutionaries from Marx to Marcuse believe that simply stimulating society through the imposition of social chaos will automatically lead to a better world.
For the Christian, however, the problems of disease and social inequities are solved by submission to God and His law. Medicine is not wrong, but it can only help a little bit. Disease will not go away until God is pleased with humanity (Dt. 7:15). The same is true for other areas. Thus, Christian faith is a religion primarily of submission, not of stimulation. For the Christian to get himself all worked up (through ‘speaking in tongues’ or some other means) avails absolutely nothing in the sight of God.
Thus, the heart of ancient Baalism was secular humanism. Secular humanism says that the universe is self-creating, so that Nature is ultimate (this being the ‘secular’ aspect). Secular humanism also teaches that man is the LORD of Nature, and that man must rule over (stimulate) Nature (this being the ‘humanism’ aspect)…
So, for the ancient Baalist to bow before his idol was not an act of submission, but an act of stimu-
lation. What he believed was the same thing modern secular humanists believe: that man is the Lord of Nature, and that there is no Creator God to whom man is responsible.”4
Like the ancient Baalist, we moderns don’t like leaving anything to chance. But being a true “Covenant Head” requires a risk, an act of faith in the character of the one who gives us everything freely (Romans 8:32). Like Abraham, we willingly present our natural legacy on the Altar, trusting in God’s promise. The “resurrection” is left up to God, and He has the humbling—and sometimes devastating—habit of shattering our small-minded expectations.
When understood correctly, Covenant is a liberating truth. We are servants in Someone Else’s House. He will keep His part of the oath, so there is no need to fear. We are freed from the anxiety of the world, the burden to “control” and “produce,” to form and fill the blessing of all nations. Under Covenant, we are to be building—and becoming—shelters. But the New Covenant itself is our great shelter, a Covenant in the flesh and blood of Jesus. At the end of the working day, the buck stops with that Someone Else. We bring our obedience to the Altar and wait for the Spirit. The key is Covenant, and it is both legal and relational.
Despite the protestations of the world, God will keep His part of the bargain, and He will do it in a way that not only brings glory to Him but moves history closer to His glorious goal.
THE APOSTOLIC LEGACY
The wilderness is the place where God’s people are sifted like wheat under the Ethics of the Covenant. This is where the five-fold Covenant pattern is transformed into a seven-fold New Creation.
Jesus was tested three times in the wilderness. There are three tests within the Ethics, and they relate to Man’s flesh (Ascension), Man’s eyes (Testing) and Man’s life (Maturity). Three stages of trial can be observed in Genesis 3:6, Matthew 4:1-11 and 1 John 2:16.
To combat the lust of the flesh, we put the flesh on the Altar. To combat the lust of the eyes, we submit to the sound judgment of the eyes of heaven, the seven Spirits before the throne. To combat the pride of life, we trust God for resurrection. In the Tabernacle this is the Bronze Altar, the Lampstand and the Incense Altar. The test in every case is this: “Will I be a living sacrifice?”
Jesus’ victory over Satan qualified Him to come out of the wilderness and cast demons out of others. As a Covenant Head, He was now able to minister to the Body. He had beaten Goliath, one-on-one, so He could chase the occupying Philistine army away.
What most commentators fail to see is this process repeated in the church after Pentecost. James Jordan notices three strikes against the Church: Jewish persecution (the circumcised flesh), false doctrine (strange Fire, seven demons), and then Jewish-Roman persecution (the final legal witness of a “resurrected” Israel). This explains the various bindings and loosings of
Satan recorded in the Revelation before chapter 20.
After the Church dealt with each temptation, the Lord allowed another one that required greater maturity. The New Covenant Body was being sifted like wheat and purified.
Finally, the persecution took on a hybrid Jew-Gentile body against the Church: the Herodian “Land Beast” in covenant with the Roman “Sea Beast.” But the Church was a Spirit-filled Jew-Gentile Body—a legacy that would actually last. Where the state power of the Herods was a sorcerous one night stand, Christianity was a true marriage between heaven and earth.
Jesus’ “Garden” victory left the legacy of the Spirit for those in the Land. It was the inverse of the legacy which Adam left for Cain. Just so, the “Land” victory of the Apostolic Church left a legacy of kingdom for the conquest of the World.
The chain in the right hand of the Angel in Revelation 20 is the Church. It is the application in history of the seven stars of the New Covenant Lampstand in Jesus’ right hand. The obedience of the Apostolic Church is what bound Satan, to keep him from “deceiving the nations” until Jesus has finished His own work of gathering the nations. The apostles built the shelter within which we do our own binding and loosing as we imitate them.
Real supernatural power is always found in the last place we want to look, the place of humble submission to God and His Law, obedience “unto death.”
“If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.” (John 14:15)
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ELEMENTARY THINGS
GOD LIKES TO MOVE STUFF AROUND AND FORWARD. He also likes to raise stuff up. The entire process of history is to bring earth to a “Bridal” maturity that reflects the heavenly Bridegroom.
God’s life expresses itself in architecture. The Creation narrative describes the world as a cosmic Temple, yet, aside from the Garden, all of the tangible shelter building is left up to Man. Construction is a form of resurrection. Man’s letter kills, then Man’s spirit gives new life.
Man is God’s raw material, but as His Covenant vassal, God has given Man raw materials to work with. He expects us to dig stuff up, move it around and build things. We cut down trees, “glorify” them with our tools, and put them up again as a house for God. We build houses because we need to (forming), but we build glorious houses because we want to (filling).

RAW MATERIALS
In elementary school, we learn the basics. In our formative years, we require structure and discipline. When we reach maturity, those good patterns should be ingrained in us as good habits. Just as Man carves glory out of (and into) raw materials from the Land, so God gave us His graven Words. The Ten Words prohibited graven images, the silent gods, of the Gentiles.
So, the Law forms a house out of the elementary things, the raw materials, and Grace fills it. Israel filled Solomon’s Temple with graven images, and eventually the true glory departed, leaving the house unprotected. Israel rebelled against the basics.
The Greek word for “elementary things” is stoicheia. No single English word captures every shade of its meaning. Moreover, the Bible writers do a lot more with it than you will find in any Greek word study. Paul used the word stoicheia to describe the “kindergarten” of the Mosaic Law. David Chilton writes:
“St. Paul used the term in his stinging rebuke to the Galatian Christians who were tempted to forsake the freedom of the New Covenant for an Old Covenant-style legalism. Describing Old Covenant rituals and ceremonies, he says ‘we were in bondage under the elements (stoicheia) of this world… How is it that you turn again to the weak and beggarly elements (stoicheia), to which you desire again to be in bondage? You observe days and months and seasons and years…’ (Gal. 4:3, 910). He warns the Colossians: ‘Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the basic principles (stoicheia) of the world, and not according to Christ… Therefore, if you died with Christ to the basic principles (stoicheia) of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations—”Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle”’ (Col. 2:8, 20-21). The writer to the Hebrews chided them: ‘For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elements (stoicheia) of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food’ (Heb. 5:12). In context, the writer to the Hebrews is clearly speaking of Old Covenant truths particularly since he connects it with the term oracles of God, an expression used elsewhere in the New Testament for the provisional, Old Covenant revelation (see Acts 7:38; Rom. 3:2).”1
Now, take a look at the literary artistry of the apostle in Galatians.

 
HOLY HYBRIDS
Now, just as it required the miracle of Spirit-filled craftsmen to build the Tabernacle, God built into the Mosaic Law many pictures of His Spirit’s special brand of “technology.” The Covenant process is the key to understanding them.
For instance, there’s some weird stuff in Leviticus. It is deliberately so, forcing us to chew on it, which in turn forces us to see the world in terms of symbols, as God intended. Most of us moderns can’t be bothered with it. It’s beyond our capacity. We think such notions are childish when in fact they require an uncommon wisdom.
Those of us who do bother often get it wrong anyway. one thing we get upside down is the laws concerning forbidden mixtures. Many commentators have stated that the “hybridization” of what we might call the “raw materials” from the Land despises the order of God’s Creation, the specific “kinds.” Somehow, mixing certain foods, or crops, or clothing materials, defiles them. But nothing could be further from the truth. James Jordan writes:
“Deuteronomy 22:9… states that the produce of a mixed field is not ‘unclean’ or ‘abominable’ or ‘detestable’ or ‘naked,’ but holy. This verse indicates that the reason for forbidden mixtures lies in exactly the opposite direction. Such mixtures are forbidden because mixtures are holy, and men are not.
In the Law, some things were forbidden because they were unclean, while others were forbidden because they were holy. For instance, the Israelites were forbidden to make either incense or anointing oil of the same proportionate mixture as the holy incense and oil (Ex. 30:22-38). Holiness, not uncleanness, is the reason why these mixtures were prohibited.
When we consider the holy environments in the Bible, we find right away that they contain some of the exact mixtures that Israel was forbidden to make. First consider the cherubim,, the arch-angelic guardians of God’s throne. They have four faces: ox, eagle, lion, and man (Ezk. 1:10). This is some kind of an animal mixture…
…consider the fabric of the Tabernacle and of the High Priest’s garments. These were a mixture of wool and linen. The reason we know this is that ancient dyes did not work well on linen, and so the ‘blue, purple, and scarlet’ material that was interwoven with the ‘fine twined linen’ was woolen. The High Priest wore a garment of mixed wool and linen (Ex. 28:5-6)…
Thus, mixtures were holy. If a man made a garment of mixed wool and linen, he was dressing like a priest. If he did this, God would count him under the special laws of holiness that applied to the priest. Not being ordained a priest, and not being able to keep such laws, the citizen would simply bring judgment down upon himself by wearing holy garments. ‘And clothing: two kinds woven together you shall not wear on yourself’ (Leviticus 19:19)…
…the garments of the High Priest were mixed (Ex. 28:6; 39:29). Dyed thread had to be wool, since linen did not take ancient dyes. Moreover, the holy garments were interwoven with gold thread. Thus they were a combination of animal (wool), vegetable (linen), and mineral (gold).”2
Thus, as Jordan observes elsewhere, only the High Priest could carry the whole, integrated Creation—as his robe—and represent it before the throne of God.
The Mediator, perfected by suffering, founded a house of freedom. It is a construct where, in its final resting place, the intended purpose of every raw material is revealed in the resulting integrated glory.


 
THE WORD WEAVES THE WORLD
External Law divides and disempowers. The old Covenant was a place of Division, of walls and barriers and bars and gates. The Word of God divided between Jew and Gentile, between the joints and the marrow. Man can gather the bits and pieces, the form of godliness, but it takes the Spirit to integrate them, to unify them. Internal Law unites and empowers. Mixed fabric took great skill to manufacture. Mixtures, like wine, still take much wisdom to produce. These are all symbols of mature glory.
Outside of Christ we are isolated, elemental—just like the stoicheia of the raw Mosaic Law itself. Jesus was divided under that Law, and, we might say, reintegrated in a more glorious way. That is always how God works. Jesus was glorified and is now knitting together, “integrating” a new world out of the raw, separate, elements of the old. The same warp and weft we see in the Word of God is evident in the world of flesh. This is the technology of the Spirit of God.
“For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb.” Psalm 139:133
We have seen how the Covenant structure takes raw materials and produces glory, but so far it’s all been a bit abstract and anemic. It’s time for some cooking.
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GOD’S KITCHEN
IT TOOK THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST TO INTEGRATE JEW AND GENTILE, and it takes the same Spirit to interpret the Old Testament. Yet we modern Christians even struggle with Paul’s commentaries on it! Part of the problem is our unwillingness to learn the Bible’s consistent language of “symbol.”
Another vindication of James Jordan’s approach is his interpretation of the Ascension rite in Leviticus 1. The rite follows the steps of the Creation Week, but in this rite, God renews the world by covering it in blood and setting the bodies alight! In Adam’s generations, God desired an entire world covered by righteous, Spirit-filled blood. James Jordan writes:
“The ritual of the Ascension Offering (incorrectly translated as Burnt Offering) of Leviticus 1 is a symbolic recapitulation of Genesis 1. It portrays the sacrificial ritual as way of moving from a fallen to a new creation, and sheds considerable light on all the sacrificial rituals, as well as on the work of Jesus Christ, whose death made the New Creation possible.”1


 

 
BEHOLD, I MAKE ALL THINGS BLOODY
Animal sacrifices were a costly process. Animals were valuable items of property. Besides being a covering for sin, keeping the Law allowed God to bring further abundance. Israel mediated for the world, and this was more costly still. One of the most abused (or least kept) festivals was Booths, which involved the slaughter of 70 bulls for the Gentile nations. This allowed the covering mercy of God for Israel at Atonement to flow across the entire world and make it new once again.
There are many instances of this bloody “new-making” in the Bible. The old world and its worship have to be scattered and die for there to be a new world. Cain murdered his priestly brother and founded a godless new kingdom. Gideon established a new altar by destroying the old pagan one. Gideon’s son Abimelech slaughtered his brothers on one stone to establish a new order. Joshua’s army killed every man, woman and child in Jericho—firstfruits to God—to found a new government, a wisdom which Solomon also executed when he took power.
Stalin famously said that if one wishes to make an omelette, one must break some eggs. Nero and the Herods would have agreed wholeheartedly with this statement had they thought of it. They founded their future glory on the blood of innocents. But.
“Whenever a dictator uses Stalin’s quote of ‘breaking eggs to make an omelette’, they are demanding ‘your eggs’ be sacrificed and broken, not theirs.” (Unsourced)
Of course, any evangelical will tell you that Jesus turned this all around by allowing His own blood to be shed, and that all this barbarity, God-initiated or otherwise, was for earlier, more primitive times. Jesus ended the need for violence by covering the sins of the world with His own blood.
But Jesus also wept over Jerusalem as a mother hen over her wayward chicks. He knew that the New Worship He established would yet break many more eggs, and they were all His. He came in judgment and inaugurated a New “bridal” Jerusalem over the death of the Old harlot. The earth-shattering Covenant blessing/cursing of His own death and resurrection split the rocks in the Garden and then split the Land of Israel. And the blessing still flows as living water into the World.
ACCEPTED IN THE BELOVED
“…by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.”
(Galatians 2:16 [NKJV])
“If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat.”
(2 Thessalonians 3:10)
There has been much debate concerning the means of our acceptance before God. Adam disobeyed a direct command. His reward was, quite apparently, based upon “uncooked merit.” This has been called a “Covenant of Works.” In Genesis 3, his salvation was, quite apparently, by grace. But was acceptance beyond the Garden (Holy Place) to the mountain of God (Most Holy) by merit ever possible? It is one thing to state that the Covenant of Works was entirely grace-full, but keeping rules is keeping rules.
The semantics and hair-splitting that orbits this discussion is beyond my ability to navigate. The only way I can get a grip on the issue is through the God-given rite of sacrifice. Law and Grace are part of a process that is a single, yet stepped, event. It is like the seven lion-guarded steps one ascended as he was received before the throne of Solomon the Judge. Perhaps Paul had this progressive action in mind when he wrote the texts that cause so much debate. Placing it alongside the Tabernacle furniture is a great help:


 
Jesus was already raw merit—a Lamb—when He presented Himself for baptism. The Law was all about putting clean meat, raw merit, on the Altar—in grati-tude—and breaking this gracious gift like fresh bread.
Unbroken bread, flesh without faith—the external deeds of the Law—doesn’t please the true Father. Esau learned that. The priests of Baal learned that. Hypocritical Israel learned that. When the Covenant is despised, the fire fails to fall.
The smell of the field (raw Esau) doesn’t please God, but the smell of smoke does, and He will get it one way or another. It is an age-enduring memorial (“forever”) to the obedience or disobedience of Mediators-by-Covenant. When the Covenant people failed to worship acceptably, He eventually burned their cities. When their incense became a stench in His nostrils, His nostrils were kindled. The harlotrous daughter was burned with fire, as specified in the Law.
“Once more they cried out, ‘Hallelujah!
The smoke from her goes up forever and ever.’”
(Revelation 19:3)
At Jesus’ baptism, the Lamb was washed and presented in faith, and fire fell from heaven. The fragrant “smoke” pleased the Father, and He said so. “This is my Beloved Son.”
Just as the formless, empty world was formed and then filled in Genesis 1, and Adam was formed and filled in Genesis 2, so Jesus’ “formed” righteousness was “fulfilled.” His justification was vindication by the Father in a public court. But what was vindicated? It was not merely the flesh but the relationship, the faith, just as it was at the showdown on Mount Carmel. God was manifested in the flesh (forming) but vindicated by the Spirit filling).

Of course, this is only Days 1 to 3, ending with the Ascension of the Covenant Head. Once He received the Law, He was headed for the Altar. The Law was a tutor to bring him near (a “nearbringing”) for Anointing.
It seems to me that we are trying to identify ourselves with Adam, when in reality our identification is with Eve. Adam is a federal (Covenant) house. We were in Adam, as Eve was. Eve was never the raw merit. Adam was. She was always dependent upon him for acceptance with God, as we were.
Adam was faced with another Law, a false teacher who offered him kingdom without sacrifice, a Law bereft of faith: the promise of strange fire. Instead of drawing near, he hid. Adam’s was not a household of faith, so the fire meant expulsion or incineration.
If he had repeated the Law to Eve—and the serpent—after Testing, she would have been sinless, covered by his obedience. There was never a “Covenant of Works.” The sin was Adam’s unbelief. He disqualified himself from the Pentecost of Eden.
Now we are in Christ, the household of faith, a house filled with holy fire. The Spirit seals us in instead of sealing us out. By faith, we walk around in the furnace with Him and are not consumed. We don’t smell of smoke because we are the smoke, the multiplication, the fragrant Bride that fills the house, pleases God, and passes through the Veil with our High Priest. We are vindicated before the fuming nostrils of the Emperor.
So justification of flesh by raw works was never possible. The justifying, purifying fire falls when the Word is mixed with obedient faith. Jesus’ obedience tears open the Veil and prepares a Holy Space. His Word is obeyed; His Spirit is sent. Because of our faith, grace saves us. All the fire consumes is our bonds. By His Spirit we are the resurrection body, the fragrant smoke that is pleasing to God and accepted in the Beloved. We are the righteousness of God in Him. In Him, Eve (like Esther) can boldly draw near.
Paul’s Covenant mindset was the Temple-court of God. Perhaps this dispute over Law and Grace should be shifted from the courtrooms of men back into the household of God where it belongs.
SOLID FOOD
“If with Christ you died to the elemental [principles] of the world, why, as if you were still alive in the world, do you submit to regulations—’Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not touch’ referring to things that all perish as they are used)—accord-ing to human precepts and teachings? These have indeed an appearance of wisdom in promoting self-made religion and asceticism and severity to the body, but they are of no value in stopping the indulgence of the flesh.” (Colossians 1:20-23)
As we leave God’s kitchen, we should observe one of the great benefits of systematic typology. If the entire Bible corresponds structurally to the Testing of Adam, we can see that the Lord’s prohibition upon eating from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil was only a temporary one.
Obedience comes first—forming: Don’t touch the forbidden food. Adam and Eve took it. Daniel refused it. Esther took it, but then all the Jews of Susa refused it, and the victory was won.
Then comes Rule—filling: We eat the previously forbidden food. Daniel later ate the king’s food. Esther finishes with the establishment of a new feast. Adam and Eve would have eaten from the tree of “judicial” knowledge when they were wise enough.
The Old Covenant food laws were a sign of temporary, “Adamly” obedience on a national scale. This was fulfilled when Christ not only refused the bread of Satan but became the bread of Life on a tree.

 

 
Now the church eats pork, shellfish, oysters, etc. as Greater Esther “devours the Abyss” (rendering it clean, as Jesus does). And she drinks wine in the presence of God, the drink of kings for whom Christ is both wisdom and knowledge (Colossians 2:3).
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THE DARK NIGHT
YOU MAY HAVE NOTICED THAT THESE “ETHICS” chapters are following the themes of the Tabernacle furniture as it pertains to the Creation Week. We are up to the Lampstand, the seven eyes of the Law shining within the temporary darkness of the Old Covenant Tabernacle.
The Lampstand symbolizes the Covenant eyes of God. Although the Lord is watching, He seems to be absent. This causes those under Covenant a great deal of distress and sometimes despair. The rejections of Joseph and David by those who should have loved and sheltered them have happy endings. But as these young men suffered, they had no idea how things were going to turn out. Or did they? They still had the Covenant promises of God. The big question when we are suffering or in despair is this: “Will I keep going in the direction in which God’s Law has pointed me even when it seems the lights have gone out?”
“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you.” (1 Peter 4:12)
MEN OF SORROWS
The Covenant documents are the foundation for history. God sets things in motion, like any good farmer, and returns later to pour out the promised blessings or curses, to separate the wheat from the weeds. To be under Covenant is to be under these Words, to be transformed through Testing into the shape given in “blueprint” on the mountain. This necessary process of being sifted like wheat is both personally and communally distressing. The response of the “Bride in the Wilderness” is often expressed in song. From Douglas Green:
“The most frequently recurring Psalm form is the lament. Out of 150 psalms, 50 concern individual lament and another 17 concern communal lament. That’s almost half the Psalter.
If the Psalter is a poetic portrayal of life in Covenant fellowship with God, then it is a lamentable life. It is a life with a surprising amount of hardship and suffering, conflict and pain, or to use Philip Johnston’s summary word, distress.
Johnston writes:
‘Distress is one of the most common themes of the Psalter. Particularly in the first half of the book, psalm after psalm portrays distress and anguish in eloquent description and graphic metaphor. The writers feel besieged, constricted, burdened, bogged down, submerged and drowning. They are frequently helpless, and occasionally hopeless. Surrounded by enemies, suffering physically, punished by God, they cry out for relief and deliverance. This is certainly a dominant motif in this precious book.’
So, what are we to make of this? Are we to conclude that Israel’s poets are clinically depressed? Or are they just unlucky people who happen to be in the wrong place at the wrong time?
No. Once we accept that the Psalms portray the life of an Israelite in good Covenant standing, a Covenant-keeper, someone who trusts Yahweh and walks in His ways, we are left with the troubling conclusion that suffering and distress—oddly, disturbingly, yet inescapably—walk hand-in-hand with righteousness, with Covenant fidelity.
Anguish and suffering are not strangers whom the psalmist accidentally bumps into as he walks the path of life. No. The Psalter leaves us with the distinct and disturbing impression that the righteous walk through life with a menacing companion shadowing their every step. The distress that the Psalms so frequently and passionately describe is not accidental. It is not random mishap but rather an inevitable and integral element in the life of those who trust in the Lord.”1
Suffering is common to all mankind, and God often uses it to draw us to Himself. As Doug Wilson once commented, “Adversity is a social coordinator. It introduces men to themselves.”
But the Bible paints a picture of Covenant suffering as a deliberate choice. Living for and witnessing to the truth of the Gospel is offensive to sinners because our words and deeds condemn them. Our witness opens the Law, with its Ethics and Sanctions, and they are reminded of their accountability to men and to God.
WHEN DARKNESS IS THE LAST WORD
I remember an atheist quoting one of David’s Psalms to prove that God doesn’t answer prayer. It was a song of despair. Despite such selective quoting, how do we deal with Bible passages that end without hope?
Lamentations, for instance, is a very dark text. Jeremiah grapples with the discrepancy between God’s words and the “real world” around him, which tells a very different story. He is not being persecuted by God’s enemies but by those who called themselves God’s friends! All hope seems lost, and all that is left to the prophet is God’s seemingly impossible promises.
Jeremiah and Lamentations together make one great chiasm, so Lamentations is the “un-victory song” of a generation whose bodies fell in the wilderness.
However, a lament in the Bible is always part of a bigger picture. There is always a brighter future, but if we are the individual or generation that fails, that glory, at least in history, belongs to the next one. It would be the next generation who saw Jeremiah’s “resurrection” promises fulfilled and were privileged with singing the praises in a rebuilt Tabernacle.
In Hebrew, the last word of Psalm 88 is “darkness.” The song of Heman the Ezrahite ends in lonely despair. The only other Psalm that similarly ends without any hope is Psalm 39.
Psalm 88 covers the same “ground” as Jonah 2—the bottom ofthe Sea. It is Sheol, the Land covered by the judgment flood, the place of the spirits in prison. Except, unlike Jonah’s song, the Psalm does not reveal to us the happy ending. Darkness is the last word.
But it is truly darkest before the dawn. When we, like Christ, cry “my God, my God,” it is a rending of the veil of flesh that brings new Spirit-life from eternity into Creation. The dark night of the soul is an instrument of transformation for us. Like Christ, we are perfected (matured) by suffering.
At Passover, the lamb or kid was slain at midnight. At Atonement, the blood was presented during the day but in the darkness of the Most Holy Place. At the crucifixion, midday became midnight, and the Temple Veil was rent in this darkness. Atoning blood is always presented in the dark.
When the darkness of the Most Holy Place finally lifts, the following dawn brings transformation for the next generation, the “Nineveh” around us.
So let us enter the darkness boldly, as Jesus did. In the Most Holy Place, whether we perceive it or not, we are flanked by angels (Matthew 4:11). When all we see is darkness, it is we who are expected to shine.
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FROM SILENCE TO SONG
THE COVENANT TABLETS PASSED THROUGH a death-and-resurrection experience to enable the construction of the house of God. But then we saw Israel go through exactly the same process as a nation.
God’s house also went through this process. Each time it was divided by sin, God used Israel’s failure to raise up a better, more glorious house.
It should be clear by now that everything God does is a fractal. Every level of progress multiplies the glory of the original. As we saw in early Genesis, each instance of forming-and-filling becomes the forming of a greater house. And each new house is the “bridal” form of the last one.
LIVING COLOR
In history, the result of Jesus’ obedience was bridal. His personal holiness resulted in corporate holiness—Succession. He transformed the purifying “sixth day” water into the best wine of Canaan, and the Spirit gathered a bridal city around the Lamb.
“This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him.” (John 2:11)
The son is not glorious in Himself, but the Bride is. Visually, He is not one to be esteemed. Like the Tabernacle, His glory is hidden on the inside until He obeys the Father. The Word displays the thoughts and intents of the heart. It brings hidden things to fruition, whether good or evil.
The forming black and white Word of the Father becomes a fall color image in the Son. Or, to look at it another way, the blinding white-hot light of the sun is not so much reflected as refracted—a Covenant rainbow. Obedience in secret is vindicated openly.
In His obedience, the old, itinerant Tabernacle is torn down, raised up, then swallowed up in the glory of a permanent Temple, a glory that is both internal and external. The glory of the house of God becomes more and more visible, more external, as the Covenant history progresses.
HOUSE OF DEATH, HOUSE OF LIFE
The Tabernacle was a tent covered in animal skins. Like the Lord’s cloud, the glory was hidden behind a gray covering. As in Eden, animal skins were a substi-tutionary covering for a redeemed Man.
The Tabernacle was also a place of silence. It was the place where Adam lay in a deep, bloody sleep under God’s Law. It was a house under construction.
On Eli’s incompetent watch, the Ark was taken by Philistines. The “head” of the Tabernacle was separated from the “body.” Just as the stone tablets died to build the house, now the house died to rebuild Israel.


 
Worship remained dislocated, divided, for the entire reign of King Saul.
After the continued flagrant disobedience of Eli’s sons, the Ark took itself into the “wilderness” on Israel’s behalf at the hands of the Philistines and conquered the serpent (Dagon). Besides “two hands” filled with a plunder of Philistine gold, it returned with both Jew and Gentile singers in a restructured worship that included music. The silent Tent of Moses, ready to pass away, had been broken down and prepared for incorporation into a permanent Temple filled with David’s spoils. It was a bride ready for Solomon the bridegroom.1
THE SACRIFICE OF PRAISE
Who gave David the right to add music, singing and dancing to the Tabernacle worship? The Spirit did.
The answer is in Deuteronomy. The Law was given to Moses at Sinai and repeated to the next generation before Israel crossed the Jordan. In between was 40 years of testing in the wilderness. God spoke at Sinai, and Moses listened in silence. But in Deuteronomy (Trumpets), it was Moses, the mediator, who “sang”the Law (Deuteronomy 31-32). From silence to song.
The prophets used the “Tabernacle of David” symbol to describe the Temple rebuilt in the book of Ezra. The restored tent expanded the sphere of Israel’s influence across the empire (Isaiah 16:5; Amos 9:11).
The Old Covenant was the silent witness of the stony Law. The New is the worldwide testimony of the Church. Jesus stood silent before His accusers and gave no defense. In His death He silenced the Accuser. Then Paul stood before his accusers, and they couldn’t shut him up. One day in court wasn’t enough!
Following Christ’s example, the New Covenant Body came out of the Egypt of corrupted Judaism. She was tested in the wilderness, like Israel, with persecution and false teachers. Before the full inauguration of the New Covenant in AD70, she was presented as a Bride ready for her Husband, a rebuilt Tabernacle of David (Acts 15:16). Paul the tentmaker had completed the difficult process of stitching together a Bride from both Jewish and Gentile worshipers—a glorious hybrid. Purified by testing, she was a wise virgin with her lamps full of Pentecost oil. Her music was a new song accompanied by the seven Trumpets that brought the fall of Herod’s Jericho. The marriage feast of the Lamb followed, and Greater Solomon now rules the earth with His Wife—a Temple built of living stones—until all enemies are under His feet.
The Song of the Warrior Bride is a common occurrence in Scripture. Miriam, Deborah, Hannah and Mary all sing the song that Eve would have sung had Adam crushed the serpent.
At Ascension, God speaks, and Adam listens. At Testing, Adam speaks, and the serpent flees. At Maturity, Greater Eve is a holy army ready to conquer. After the Covenant Ethics are obeyed, Eve sings the victory song. After the sacrifice of blood, there is a sacrifice of praise.
FOR A THOUSAND YEARS
The Tabernacle of Moses was a house of death. It absorbed the Covenant curses. It suffered the Sanctions. The Tabernacle of David was a new body, miraculously integrated, Ark and tent—Head and Body—by the Spirit of God. This Tabernacle was a virgin prepared for marriage. All of its glory was received into the Temple of Solomon, a permanent house.
But then, taking a step out, James Jordan’s Bible chronology shows us that there was 1000 years of tent worship, from Abraham’s offering of Isaac to David’s purchase of the same site for the Temple. Then there was 1000 years of Temple worship, from the construction of Solomon’s Temple to the destruction of Herod’s Temple in AD70. So, just as the Tabernacle underwent a death and resurrection, so did the Temple. Then, overall, Tent and Temple are a picture of death and resurrection, a house of death swallowed up in victory. Each death brought greater glory to the worship of God and extended the borders of His tent.
One final step back displays the outer layer, with Old Covenant Worship centralized on the Land, and New Covenant worship centralized in heaven. Revelation 20 uses the Old Testament 1000 year chronologies as a symbol to describe this new administration, this new Gathering—the glorious shelter of the Church.
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CUTTING WORDS
We observed that the Lord’s graven words prohibited graven images. James Jordan writes:
“This commandment is often misinterpreted as stating that no picture of God can be made. This is not what it says. What is says is that no image of anything can be set up as an avenue of worship to God and the court of heaven. Thus, the idea is not that of a ‘graven’ image as opposed to a ‘molten’ image or a ‘painted’ image. The idea is that of a manmade graven object versus the God-made graven Word. The opposition is between God’s content-filled graven Words and man’s silent graven images. The opposition of God’s verbal covenant and man’s graven images is set out in greater detail in Deuteronomy 4:15-31.”1
Graven images are an attempt to see God, or to see into heaven, before we are ready.
“.seeing God is a good thing, but it is not for now. God tells us not to try and do it until He is ready to let us. We find exactly the same thing in
Genesis 1-3, where God said that every tree would be for Adam and Eve to eat, and every tree in the garden is said to be good for food. Thus, the prohibition on the Tree of Knowledge was temporary. Adam and Eve were to develop patience by responding to God’s ‘NO.’ By eating the fruit, they rejected God’s plan for growth and development and became corrupt. Similarly, sex is good, but we are not to engage in it until we are married.
Now, seeing God face to face is a good thing, and if we are faithful, we shall enjoy the ‘beatific vision’ in the resurrection. But God has clearly and unmistakably said that we are not to attempt to see Him in this world. Jesus said, ‘It is good for you that I go away.’ We cannot see God now, and the attempt to do so is a replication of Original Sin.
.those who [indulge] in visual worship have proven impatient. They have rejected personal maturity and have destroyed their posterity. By the third and fourth generation, their seed will have become so corrupt that some kind of new Flood will be necessary.”2
The Creation (the domain that is under Man by
Covenant) cannot image God. Only Man can image
God. So men, not graven idols, are true images of God.
Instead of bowing to manufactured things, we are to be bowing to each other.
“The content of our worship is only visual at one point: when we are visually aware of one another, aware of the gathered community. Worship in the particular sense only takes place when two or three at least are gathered together. Human beings might be called the visible words of God, though perhaps ‘fleshly words’ might be better. We are words in the sentences of the Divine Book of the Kingdom. The Lord’s Supper is not a visible word but an edible one. Baptism is not a visible word but a tangible one. The only ‘visible words’ are human beings, the images of God made after the likeness of the Word of God Himself. In other words, the only thing to look at in worship is other people.
It certainly is appropriate in worship for the pastor to greet the congregation by bowing to them and saying, ‘The Lord be with you.’ In this way, the pastor honors the image of God, the visible words of God, those he is to serve. Then the congregation should bow to the pastor, saying, ‘And also with you.’ Nothing else should be bowed to, however, since nothing else is the visible word of God, the special image of God.”3
BINDING…
When the Lord speaks, His Law cuts in two and establishes a Hierarchy. The pattern from the initiating Word to a people-of-the-Word should look like this:

In this process, Moses, as Covenant Head, is the one “bound” by the Law. He is like Isaac, passively tied up and placed on the Altar. Because of his obedience, the serpent can also be bound by the Law, and the Covenant Body can be “loosed.” But Israel, though circumcised externally under the Law, were not cut to the heart. While Moses was “unseen” on the mountain, they made an image of the beast. Dying in Israel’s place, the Law itself suffered the Covenant curse. So instead, the picture looks like this:
Dominion commanded
 

 
Dominion postponed
 
Israel refused to be “bound” by the Law for the sake of the nations. Moses saw that the people had “broken loose” (Exodus 32:25). The tablets themselves underwent a death-and-resurrection so that the new “centralized” house of God could be formed. But the Law remained external. As a result, when it came to extending the legal boundaries of the Lord’s house in Canaan, the people did not boldly “draw near” for the grace they required to conquer the giants (Hebrews 4:16). Like Adam, they drew back from God and hid.
“…my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him.” (Hebrews 10:38-39)
Ten of the twelve spies died—a military body, or two hands. Only a faithful Jew and a converted Gentile were spared. Joshua and Caleb were the Ten Words written on flesh as faithful Land and converted World.
Taking a further step out brings us to our original Dominion pattern. Just as the Ten Words were broken in the wilderness, and a new set was engraved, so the bodies of a disobedient Israel fell in the wilderness, and it was a new generation which conquered the Land.
Taking one more step out, we see the same pattern in Bible history. The Old Covenant was continually broken. A New Covenant allowed a new generation to extend the borders of God’s tent and include the Gentiles in a new holy “hybrid”—a royal priesthood.
The apostles passed the Covenant baton on to us. The Succession is ours. The Words are ours, and the task of binding and loosing is ours.
…AND LOOSING
Jesus’ sermon on the mountain is full of New Covenant blessings. These blessings were for those who would recognize themselves as empty, demonstrating their faith in God to fulfill His promises.
Towards the end of Matthew, matching this sermon chiastically, are the New Covenant curses. The seven woes were warnings for the unbelieving Pharisees, the ones who considered themselves full instead of looking to be filled with the Spirit of Grace.4
The sermon in Matthew 5-7 follows the Dominion pattern, and what we know as The Lord’s Prayer appears at Ascension. This prayer is for the mouth of the Man of God drawing near to the throne of grace as a mediator, a priest, asking for a miraculous “increase.” As an open scroll, it is a prayer for Creation to be filled—a prayer of Dominion.
Quite a few people have asked me for a more clear definition of what Ascension means in the Bible Matrix. This is it. A Covenant Head who is bread and wine: the ceaseless, specific advocacy of an upright man in the throneroom of God for those whom God has given him as a Covenant Body. He is willingly bound that others might be loosed.
“…for the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain.” (Acts 28:20 [NKJV])

 
Prayer should be a simple matter for us all, but it isn’t. Deep down, we know that the call to prayer, like all the calls of God, is a call to battle, a call to come and die. But it is a call to die within a Covenant framework, which means our daily “death” in prayer brings multiplied life as a legacy. It is an emptying of ourselves that others might be filled. We bind ourselves under Covenant that others might be loosed. Like Jesus, we bind the evil one and take him with us into the pit—and leave him there. Prayer is a call to create the future with our words.

In the forming and filling of Covenant prayer, there is also the motion of Words hidden in the Ark reverberating into the Holy Place, bloodying the priesthood (splitting the rock) and then flowing out as living waters into the world. This is why Jesus commands us to pray in secret—we are going for a bigger reward, a lasting one, and one that it pleases God to bestow openly. Hypocritical prayer frees no one. As in all kingly courts, an audience with God requires humility.
WHOSE FREEDOM ARE YOU?
This is a question asked by Douglas Jones in a sermon of the same name. He contrasts unitarian and trinitarian worldviews.
For the unitarian, Jones says, freedom is removing obstacles in the way of my destiny. I am my own master. “Hell is other people.” I end up a slave, alone in the void.
For the trinitarian, freedom means removing obstacles for others. God is my Master, and His service is freedom. I am never alone. Freedom is found within the constraints of fellowship.
You can see the Covenant pattern here, founded in the life of God. As Western Culture has moved away from a Biblical worldview, we see this understanding of “my life’s legacy as a shelter for others” vanishing from our society, most notably in families.
Whose freedom am I? is a good question to ask yourself daily, especially as you pray. If you are Spirit-filled, you are a member of God’s Covenant Hierarchy, an ambassador for heaven.
Faithful prayer calls down both the blessings and the curses of the Covenant, a process we observe in some of the Psalms. It cuts obstacles (and obstinate people!) down and builds a house out of them. It cuts ropes, exposes serpents and breaks chains. And prayer makes you a house, a covering, a shelter for others, through the authority vested in you by Covenant.
Moses wished that all God’s people were prophets, those who could alter history with their very words. In the New Covenant, his desire was fulfilled.
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GREAT PROPHETS
THE BIBLE MATRIX STRUCTURES LIFE AT MANY LEVELS. It structures the act that brings conception, and the journey from ovum to live birth. It is the process of raising a family. As God matures a man for Dominion, so a man continually brings his wife (Garden) through the seven steps. Together they bring their offspring (Land), and their entire culture (World) to maturity.
e

 

 

This completes the chiasm, but we are not back where we began. God’s Word has returned to Him, but it is not empty, it is full. God raised up a prophet like Moses, and through Him raised up a nation of prophets, a corporate Mediator. Every member of the New Covenant Body is a “fleshly Word.” Like “Paul the epistle,” in one way or another, we bear one another’s burdens as a new, united Body because we bear the marks, the engravings, of Jesus in our old, divided bodies.
GOD CHOOSES HIS FRIENDS
It is a constant temptation to water down the Bible to make it palatable for “normal” people (let alone for ourselves!) Before we know it, what we are teaching bears little resemblance to the actual Bible. It has odd corners where we think it should be smooth, and it says nothing about many things we moderns deem crucial. So we feed the hungry with smooth words.
To “transcend” legalism, many youth leaders, and even pastors, present the Almighty as being desperate for our company. He certainly wants “friends,” but His definition of this word is not ours. Even if we don’t go down the track of using the actual phrase “Heavenly Buddy” in our teaching, we are still further off the Biblical mark concerning friendship with God than we might have thought possible. Although He is not needy, what He desires is more than law and more than relationship. It is a legal relationship that administers legal relationship—co-mediators of the Covenant.
So, the Bible’s idea of friendship revolves around accountability and government. David had a pact with Jonathan, and then with his three mighty men. Daniel also had three friends. Jesus had James, Peter and John. The idea is brotherhood by Covenant, and in the Bible it is most often about Conquest, about a “military” kind of unity through the Spirit. Sometimes it is a false unity through an evil spirit, such as the “covenanting” of Joseph’s brothers against him, or the attempted scapegoating of Job by his three “loyal” advisors.
James Jordan observes the process of maturity of God’s man progressing from Priest to King to Prophet to Great Prophet. So, when we think about Abraham becoming the friend of God, we only understand half the picture. The other half is Abraham becoming God’s man on the ground, mediating between the ready-to-burst dam of Wrath and the cities of the plain. Like Jesus looking down upon Jerusalem—like Noah, Daniel and Job—Abraham knew what it was to be the “door of flesh” between the Law and the lawless.

 
Because Jesus shared with them His Father’s plans, in a very real sense they were equals, brothers. It was the brotherhood of Covenant. It was the kinship of eldership.
Yahweh was again including men in His council, as His governmental “robe.” The best analogy I can think of is a galaxy, a bright centre surrounded by numberless lights all held in orbit (“constrained”) by His love. They were brothers, confidants and ministers of His will. That is the flavor of the Divine Friendship to which Christians are called, and it is a taste far more palatable to males than the “looking for relationship” softly-spoken God so often presented by the Western Church. Real men want a serious, rowdy, challenging banquet, but so often the Church serves them up a delightful morning tea.
NEW ORDERS
Like David’s friendship with a son of Saul, or Joseph’s affection for Benjamin, to lay a foundation for a brilliant new order, even Jesus’ band of brothers would be torn apart by wrath and resurrected by mercy. Just as Jesus was alone in the wilderness, then surrounded by angels, an angelic “court,” He was later abandoned by His disciples, but regathered them for the filling of the Spirit.
All alone, Jesus puts an end to brotherhood by blood and establishes a brotherhood by Spirit. Wherever the gospel goes, it is the end of heredity and the beginning of a Brotherhood of Fire.
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TWO TREES
WHEN IT COMES TO THEOLOGY, the word “judgment” has had a bad rap. It doesn’t mean punishment or destruction. It means assessment. As in its everyday usage, a lack of judgment is a bad thing.
So too, the word Sanctions, especially when describing restrictions upon international trade and finance, carries a negative connotation. But then, when you sanction something, you grant permission.
The words “judgment” and “sanction” are two-edged swords, just like the Bible. They contain blessing or cursing, depending upon obedience to the Ethics.
In farming terms, Ethics brings the wheat and the weeds to maturity. At Sanctions, the Covenant Overlord rocks up in His combine harvester. The righteous and the wicked are both cut down. The righteous lie down to rest, to rise again. The wicked lie down in the grave.
BREAD AND WINE
On Day 3, the Land brought forth grain and fruit plants. As a sort of proto-Firstfruits, these weren’t yet ready to eat. As Jordan observes, turning grain and grapes into bread and wine requires tools. That is “Land” food. But Adam was put into a garden. He required plants that were already full-grown, carrying food (as mediators) that required no further transformation, food that was easy to eat, food that was, in a sense, pre-processed holy history for Covenant infants. When Adam saw the two trees at the centre of the Garden, he was looking at bread and wine. James Jordan writes,
“…in the Bible, bread (and beer, usually translated ‘strong drink,’ liquid bread made from grain) is priestly and wine is kingly and prophetic. Bread comes first and wine later. Bread is alpha food while wine is omega food. You eat bread in the morning and drink wine at night. Bread is suitable for children while wine is for adults. The grain harvest precedes the grape harvest; Pentecost comes before the Feast of Booths. The Tribute Offering uses bread in the wilderness, and has wine added once the promised land is reached. Bread is made quickly, but wine takes much longer to ferment and mature.”1
The two trees in the Edenic Sanctuary were complete, sacred “blueprints” for the grain and fruit of the Land. Adam didn’t require tools to farm here. All he needed was clean hands and a pure heart.
LAW AS MIRROR
When Adam saw the two trees at the centre of the Garden, he was looking at the heart of the Trinity. The two trees were the wooden rollers of a Covenant scroll.
They represented the past and the future, prophecy and kingdom, to be united by the Spirit of the present priestly challenge. Moving history forward, cycling the rolls, achieving Succession, required obedience to the Law. Only then could Adam “look into” the wise mind of Christ (1 Peter 1:12).2
The two trees, just like Adam, were made in the image of God. Adam was created full-grown; Adam had a counterpart; Adam was a sacred blueprint for humanity, life (bread) and wisdom (wine) for all nations.
Adam was “opened” to form a linear history. Eve was the glorious inheritance. As a scroll, he was reunited with Eve as one flesh by Covenant. Every night-and-day cycle images the Covenant story arc.
As he observed the trees, the silent legal witnesses, Adam was looking into the Word of God as a mirror. He, too, by obedience, could become food and shelter.

 
 
TRANSCENDENCE
“…be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. (Ark)
 
HIERARCHY
 
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, (Veil)
 
ETHICS he is like a man (Altar of Earth) observing his natural face in a mirror; (Table ofFacebread)
 
for he observes himself, (Lampstand)
 
goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. (un-Incense)
 
SANCTIONS
But he who looks [intently] into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, (Laver)
 
SUCCESSION this one will be blessed in what he does.
(Shekinah)
 
(James 1:22-25 [NKJV])
 
 
The Tree of Life was like bread—the Showbread or Facebread. Like all bread, it pictured the Word of God spoken to the obedient Son. It gives Man energy for work at the beginning of the day—forming.
The Tree of Wisdom was like wine. It pictured the Fruits of the Spirit presented to the Father. It gives Man rest from his labor at the end of the day—filling.
A GOD DISPLAYED
When Adam saw the two trees at the centre of the Garden, he was looking at architecture.
Adam was begotten out ofGod (Luke 3:38). The fact that, like the first couple, the trees in the Garden were full-grown, implies that this offering of kingdom was a Succession from a previous Covenant—bread and wine “paid forward.” It was not a Succession from any previous human history but a Succession from the heart of the Trinity. It was a door back into God——with Covenant plunder.
To enter into God’s rest, Adam would have to perfectly image the Covenant life of God. He had the Word from the Father. If he “opened his ear” to the Word as Son, he could open the scroll and send the Spirit, filling the world with godly offspring.
In heavens and earth, light and dark, waters above and below, land and sea, the Lord presented Adam with a divided world. Each division created a holy space, a Holy Place. The two-tree test in the Garden was the universe in microcosm—a mystery scroll. The only way it could be united was through an obedient
Mediator, a faithful Covenant vassal who would form a clean house for the Spirit to fill.
The Tree of Life was the practical house we need.. The Tree of Wisdom was the glorious house we want. Together, the trees were a threshold, doorposts, a door to the summit of the mountain of God.
A HOUSE DIVIDED
When Adam saw the two trees at the centre of the Garden, he was looking at death-and-resurrection. The first tree was external Law: forming. The second tree was internal Law: filling. Between the trees was Testing. As with Eve, the only way Adam could be fulfilled was by being divided. And the only way the two could be united—married—was by Covenant. To unite the trees, legally and relationally, Adam would have to “die” under the Law. To open the door, he himself would have to become a door. By being “upright,” he would deal with the sin crouching at the door.
If he obeyed the Father’s will, he would humbly eat and share the bread of life as a faithful priest. Once filled with the Spirit, he could then drink the wine of wisdom. The divided world would be united first in his own body. By obedience, Adam would become a Tree of Life (Table), then a Tree of Wisdom (Lampstand) uniting earth with heaven. He would be the universe in microcosm, a Covenant ruler leading by example, the lynchpin of all reality, a tree of righteousness.
Dominion begins with bloody doorposts and ends with bread and wine in the Promised Land.
“…if the slave plainly says, ‘I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out free,’ then his master shall bring him to God, and he shall bring him to the door or the doorpost. And his master shall bore his ear through with an awl, and he shall be his slave forever.” (Exodus 21:5-6)
CHURCH AND STATE
When Adam saw the two trees at the centre of the Garden, he was looking at the history of the world. The “scroll” given to Adam from above was a blueprint for history. But the history itself—the Covenant Succession—was a blank scroll, an empty plot of Land. Would it be a history of unity or division, barrenness or abundance?
The two trees were priesthood and kingdom, Church and State. Under Solomon, two great bronze pillars stood as silent witnesses at the Temple door. Solomon’s pillars were called Jachin and Boaz. Priests were anointed under Jachin, and kings under Boaz. The Temple “died” for violating the Covenant Ethics, and Ezra’s restored Temple had no such pillars. Instead, Zechariah’s visions show the High Priest wearing a kingly crown. The two tree-pillars were miraculously united by death in the Adamic Mediator, and the Lord said, of this new hybrid between priest and throne:
“…the counsel of peace shall be between them both.” (Zechariah 6:13).
Ezekiel’s Temple was to be a marriage, a mixing, a hybrid, of priestly Israel and kingly empire. But, like Adam, and Israel under Samuel, the restored Israel childishly desired their own kingdom before God’s time.
As in Eden, whenever Church and State have been combined outside the Ethics of the Covenant, it has resulted in oppression by a corrupted Church (the Harlot). The other disaster is the legislation of a permanent division between Church and State, priest and king, with counterfeit Ethics. This is oppression by the State (the Beast) due to an Adamic compromise.
To image God, the society of Man must marry these two trees by Covenant. Like Adam and his helper, they remain distinct even when united, two yet one. But without the Church’s obedience to the Ethics, there is no unity of the Spirit, and without the Spirit to integrate the Covenant Body as united, discipled nations, there is interminable war on all fronts.
KNIFE AND FIRE
James Jordan observes that the tools required for Adam to produce bread and wine in the Land were “Knife and Fire.” In God’s kitchen, Knife is Division (guarding cherubim), and Fire is Testing (purifying seraphim). The ascension of the Head allows the holy fire to descend upon the nearbringing sacrifice and raise up a fragrant Body of smoke from the Altar.
Then we have Knife and Fire again at Conquest, or in the Covenant framework, applied Sanctions. Like the Tree of Wisdom, the kingdom wine is matured, alcoholic—”fully grown.” It is Knife-and-Fire-in-a-
Cup, a two-edged sword that we swallow. The bittersweet wine cuts us to the heart, judging us from the inside out. Alcohol removes our inhibitions. It exposes the true “thoughts and intents” of our hearts (Hebrews 4:12). The sword of Solomon reveals the identity of the true mother.
Just as the sword-Word sanctified the Head, so now it sanctifies the Body. The Covenant oath which Adam swore to keep is being required of him by God. With his wife as one flesh, he is being forced to eat his words. Sanctions is the Spirit looking for internal Law. The outflow “from his belly” (Succession), whether blessing or curse, bondage or freedom, will transform the world.
For Covenant “infants,” those still under external Law, the cup brings death. On the Day of Coverings, their legal nakedness is dis-covered. They are seen. They and their heirs are cursed.
For Covenant elders, those who have obtained the knowledge of good and evil lawfully (by Grace), it brings joy and rest and continued life. They not only carry the Succession (Covenant success) into the future as an inheritance, their wisdom is a blessing to the nations. They are covered, robed with righteousness. They are wise judges: seers.
The Covenant Ethics are the tools of dominion. Adam was supposed to inherit these tools—Knife-and-Fire—freely from the hand of God. But instead of the Covenantal “there and back again” of the Trinity living in him by the Spirit for the Conquest of the Land, Knife-and-Fire was an external flaming sword flashing to-and-fro.
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THE LIBERATING CURSE
WHENEVER THE WORD OF GOD COMES, it is an end to business as usual. He disturbs our stagnant slumber to bring us true rest. Some people taste life, others taste death, and there is conflict between the living and the dead.
God lets His Word loose among us to create new life, thresh out the husks and gather the wheat into His barn. He sends confusion to those who have chosen death and gives miraculous persevering strength to those who have chosen life.
God enrages the unrighteous to multiply their blood-guilt. He calls the sheep out from the goats to bring them home. Eventually, the wicked are cut off, and the redeemed are gathered around the Lord. The Word is a sword that ministers life or death, bondage or freedom; it is living water or a cup of destruction depending upon who is drinking—a “liberating curse.”
Even Jesus’ parables were a two-edged sword. They forced the believers to wrestle with spiritual truths. They also confused and incited the unbelievers to a showdown that would expose their true natures and hasten their destruction.
At Conquest, the Covenant Sanctions are applied. The oppressors and Covenant-breakers are cut out of history, and the faithful are freed and given their inheritance. The blessing of the righteous comes through the cursing of the unrighteous. The riches of the wicked are laid up for the just. Israel plundered Egypt “below” under Moses and inherited the Land “above” under Joshua. In both cases, the original owners had been evangelized and were eventually disinherited.
The single Law of God in Eden was intended to be just such a “liberating curse.” Adam was to use the Law to bind the serpent and loose the bride. He was to be both a Redeemer and an Avenger.
REDEMPTION IS VENGEANCE
Modern Christians love to sing about their Redeemer, but as with “judgment” and “sanction,” this word in Hebrew is a two-edged sword. There is no loosing without binding. James Jordan writes:
“The coming of the kingdom always involves the violent destruction of the wicked. When God announced the birth of Isaac, He immediately went out and destroyed Sodom (Genesis 18-19). These events are linked. The rescue of Israel from Egypt entailed the destruction of Egypt. The coming of the Spirit at Pentecost is followed by the slaying of Ananias and Sapphira. The New Covenant brought with it the horrors of AD70. Jesus is Kinsman Redeemer/Avenger. In Hebrew, redeem and avenge are the same word: ga’al.
Christians should rejoice at the privilege of bringing holy violence against the wicked and violating their plans and their wicked integrity. In union with Christ, who is both Redeemer and Avenger, Christians have both privileges. Serving in the Church, Christians extend redemption. Serving in the State, Christians extend vengeance where necessary…
A theology of indiscriminate ‘non-violence’ is pure Satanism. It gives the world to the devil. In Christ we are now adults, and as adults we have grown-up responsibilities. One of those is the joyous privilege of exercising violence against the wicked.”1
Jesus came to set the captives free. He began the process by living out the Law, opening the scroll as He did in the synagogue in Nazareth.

 
But this was not the entire process. For some reason, the Church has downplayed the double-edged nature of first century history. To teach about the destruction of the Temple is seen by some as anti-Semitic. But true Judaism was not destroyed. Like Jesus, it was cut in two as a sacrifice under the knife of the Law, set alight with “a beautiful (priestly) headdress” by the fire of the Spirit and resurrected as fragrant smoke, a “bridal” army of prophetic witnesses.
In Luke 4, Jesus read from Isaiah 61, but Luke does not quote the entire passage. Some have surmised that this is because the vengeance promised was delayed until the end of history. Jesus indeed forgave His murderers, but the delay was only for one generation, enough time for the presentation of the sacrificial body, the Bride of Christ.
The reason Luke does not quote the entire passage is because the quote is part of a larger structure, one that not only prefigured the division of Judah, but one that harkened back to the birth of a divided humanity in God’s Covenant with Abram. In a replay of Genesis 15, Jesus would bring the Circumcision, and the old Promised Land, to an end, by means of the Sanctions of the Old Covenant. The promised wine was poured out in the Land.

 

 
SWORD SWALLOWER
When we say “Amen” in church, or at home, there’s a lot more going on than most of us realize. The word is a legal term. It is a reception of the Covenant, binding us to it legally for better or worse. We make ourselves accountable to God. And as with human contracts, a Covenant with God is not legal without witnesses. Ray Sutton writes:
“The covenant is established by the reception of these sanctions through an oath before witnesses. First, the oath has dual sanctions, blessing and cursing, giving the covenant terms of uncondi-tionality.
When the Bible speaks of faith, it means faithfulness. Man is required to persevere! If he fails to do so, the oath that God takes on Himself will hit the participant in the form of a curse. Along with the terms of unconditionality, the covenant is both promissory and legal. Grace and law are not in conflict.
Second, the oath is received through the consignment of a self maledictory oath. God pledges Himself to the participants, attaching blessings and cursings. When man places his ‘amen’ on the covenant, he receives what God has done. He says ‘amen’ through certain symbols and has them applied to his household.
Finally, witnesses are required for the ratification of the covenant. The witnesses are heavenly and earthly when the covenant is cut. They verify that an actual covenant has been created. Without them, the covenant is not official.”2
Animal sacrifices were only a temporary means of averting the malediction of God. As on Day 6, eventually the Land animals would be ready for The Man.
Through various stages of brokenness and renewal, death-and-resurrection, the Old Covenant wore thin. An entirely New Covenant was required, and for this to occur, Adam would have to carry the entire weight of the curses of the Law. He would be de-formed (flesh) and de-filled (blood). We know Jesus did this, but, of course, that’s not where it ends. With our new understanding of the Bible’s Covenants, that’s just where it begins to get interesting. We see in Jesus what we should have seen in Adam.
In the Revelation, Jesus has a sharp two-edged sword coming out of His mouth. We know this is His Word, but that is a typically short-sighted modern interpretation. James Jordan sees it as something far more compelling: an “inverted realization of the self-maledictory oath.”
In other words, Jesus swallowed the Knife-and-Fire curses in Israel’s place. Being totally faithful, the sword that went into the sacrifice to cut it was now coming out of the resurrected body. The Word “made flesh” as priest was now “made perfect” as kingly Spirit-wine. At Passover, Jesus was under the sword of the Herods. At Atonement, the Herods were under the sword of Jesus.
At Pentecost, the disciples became apostles when they passed under the sword, the tongues of flame. Revelation presents them as warriors with flames coming out of their mouths (Revelation 9:17-18). As witnesses to the New Covenant, they went on to liberate Jerusalem, saving faithful “Rahab” and her family.
TWO GOATS
At Atonement, Eve is freed from sin by a sword. But this process, the liberating curse, cuts her in two, like two identical goats. She is divided under the Law just like her Adam was.
Rahab and her household were freed by the sword of Joshua, but this is because Rahab herself was faithful “under the sword” of the soldiers who were looking for the Israelite spies.
The sword of Solomon divides the house of prostitutes into two mothers. The true mother is redeemed, and the perjury of the false mother is avenged.’. Being divided by the sword of Adam actually reunites Eve to Him in a greater way. She follows Him through death into the place He has prepared for her.
VENGEANCE IS MINE
“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.” (Matthew
5:44-45)
Isn’t the New Covenant all about forgiveness? Isn’t it a condemnation-free zone? Yes, but the Grace of a New Covenant is an opportunity for a greater legacy in history, or a greater condemnation. As a Covenant, the gospel includes Sanctions. It requires obedience (Acts 6:7; Romans 10:16). It is a liberating curse.
In turning the other cheek, walking the extra mile, blessing those who curse us, praying for those who persecute us, we are co-laborers with the farming Father. As with the Canaanites in Abraham’s day, the blessings of the Father are both a call to repentance and an opportunity for men to “fill up” their sins.
Jesus’ body is called to be bread and wine. Our acts of kindness as witnesses to the Covenant make both the wheat and the weeds grow, but only the Father knows which is which for sure.
So, the righteous are part of God’s blessings upon the wicked, and as in Eden, the test is a test of thanksgiving. At the last day, the righteous are also part of the curses upon the wicked. The saints call down judgment from heaven, and the wicked are consumed.
Are we currently called to be dew from heaven, or its open floodgates? Both acts are righteous. As with farming, it is all a question of timing.
“Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ To the contrary, ‘if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.’” (Romans 12:19-20)
The burning coals are a reference to the Bronze Altar. Coals taken from this altar mediated the “purifying fire” of the Spirit. In holy war, such a burning coal was used to set fire to cities given to total destruction. In Isaiah 6, it is the seraphim, “burning ones,” who purify the prophet’s lips in order to qualify him for holy war against Jerusalem.
The same disciples whom Jesus “set alight” at Pentecost to preach the gospel of liberation were given a different ministry at the end of the Old Covenant age. As the Law written on flesh, they became “two (legal) witnesses” against the murderous harlot of apostate Judaism. The purification-by-fire of Israel at Pentecost was a taste of the utter destruction of AD70.
The judgments of God tear the world in two to make something new. The sacrifice of the old world is not only a new Creation; it is a worship service. Every Gathering of two or three of God’s New Covenant witnesses calls Jesus, the faithful “Amen,” to judge between good and evil in the world, to pour out His blessings and His curses, and make all things new.
“And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God’s creation. I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth.’” (Revelation 3:14-16)
Being a faithful witness begins at Jesus’ table, where He offers us both trees of Eden, the bread of priesthood and the wine of kingdom.
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HISTORY’S END
THERE IS A PATISSERIE HERE IN THE BLUE MOUNTAINS that bakes traditional German sourdoughs. Originally the mother culture for their sourdoughs was brought to Australia in a phial by the owner’s father from a bakery near Stuttgart. The culture is 500 years old and has been given the name “Corey”. This is a fantastic picture of what leaven symbolizes in the Bible. It is not a symbol of sin. It is a symbol of historic continuity, or Covenant Succession.
Passover’s unleavened bread and bitter herbs were a picture of the death of the old history of slavery. Judaism celebrates the end of the old creation every year, getting rid of any trace of leaven, any link with the history of the previous year. There is to be no crossover from the past. The smallest trace can be a seed of destruction.
Jesus warned the disciples to watch out for the leaven of the Pharisees, not because leaven itself was bad, but because keeping this particular leaven would keep people out of the kingdom of God. Paul uses the same illustration concerning the cutting off of Corinthian culture in 1 Corinthians 5.
To the Herods, Jesus was unleavened bread. He brought an end to the old history, an end to their oppression and slavery, an end to fallen Adam. But to those who believed, He was also the introduction of a new leaven, a new Succession, one from heaven. Immediately after Pharaoh’s army was cut off, a new history began with manna, the bread from above. It was not bitter, but sweet.
So when we break bread each week, we liturgically end the old world, the old history, personally and corporately. But the broken bread is the broken Veil, “that is, His flesh” (Hebrews 10:20). It is a doorway into a new history, not of death but of resurrection. This new history has been spreading across the world for two millennia. And, like Corey, He has a name. Gary North writes:
“The kingdom of God is like leaven. Christianity is the yeast, and it has a leavening effect on pagan, satanic cultures around it. It permeates the whole of culture, causing it to rise. The bread which is produced by this leaven is the preferred bread. In ancient times—indeed, right up until the advent of late-nineteenth century industrialism and modern agricultural methods—leavened bread was considered the staff of life, the symbol of God’s sustaining hand. ‘Give us this day our daily bread,’ Christians have prayed for centuries, and they have eaten leavened bread at their tables. So did the ancient Hebrews. The kingdom of God is the force that produces the fine quality bread which all men seek. The symbolism should be obvious: Christianity makes life a joy for godly men. It provides men with the very best.
Leaven takes time to produce its product. It takes time for the leaven-laden dough to rise. Leaven is a symbol ofhistorical continuity, just as unleavened bread was Israel’s symbol ofhistorical discontinuity. Men can wait for the yeast to do its work. God gives man time for the working of His spiritual leaven. Men may not understand exactly how the leaven works—how the spiritual power of God’s kingdom spreads throughout their culture and makes it rise—but they can see and taste its effects. If we really push the analogy (pound it, even), we can point to the fact that dough is pounded down several times by the baker before the final baking, almost as God, through the agents of Satan in the world, pounds His kingdom in history.
Nevertheless, the yeast does its marvelous work, just so long as the fires ofthe oven are not lit prematurely. If the full heat of the oven is applied to the dough before the yeast has done its work, both the yeast and the dough perish in the flames. What a marvelous description of God’s kingdom! Christians work inside the cultural material available in any given culture, seeking to refine it, permeate it, and make it into something fine. They know they will be successful, just as yeast is eventually successful in the dough, if it is given sufficient time to do its work. This is what God implicitly promises us in the analogy of the leaven: enough time to accomplish our individual and collective assignments. He tells us that His kingdom will produce the desirable bread of life. It will take time. It may take several poundings, as God, through the hostility of the world, kneads the yeast-filled dough of men’s cultures. But the end result is guaranteed. God does not intend to burn His bread to a useless crisp by prematurely placing it in the oven. He is a better baker than that.”1
So, the history of the Jews is stuck on and perpetually repeating the last second of the Old Creation. Every year they celebrate the end of Adam and remain stagnant, a sacrifice on an Altar with no Ascension fire.
But the history of the church is one of miraculous growth. Every week we celebrate the New Adam. No matter how much is taken away, He continues to increase and bring the best to the world, with more leftovers than we can cope with.
Jesus’ vision of the kingdom is distinctly victorious. The world is not God’s Vietnam. The New Covenant yeast will spread until the entire loaf is leavened. The New Covenant tree will grow until it is a shelter for the entire world.
The true yeast always transcends human institutions and traditions. It spills out all over the place, despite the embarrassment this causes to the careful denominational and national barriers we erect and maintain to avoid risking the loss of our human legacies. The Spirit knows no such bounds. He is the great entrepreneur.
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TWO HANDS
ADAM WASN’T READY FOR KINGDOM WINE. It was a greater Covenant generation, Noah’s, which drank wine before God in a new land.
In the wilderness, Israel was betrothed to God by Covenant and fed with miraculous bread. A huge haul of grapes brought a promise of wine, but they also weren’t ready for it. It was a greater generation which drank wine before God in a new land.
In the wilderness, the Lord had promised Israel a king, but in Canaan, Israel desired a king before they were ready for one, and ended up eating humble Philistine pie.
The bread of obedient priesthood is a betrothal, a promise of Ascension from silent servanthood to a rowdy royal wedding reception, Glorification at the Lord’s table.
RAW LAW
In His creative work, God always divides, fills and reunites. We see this in the Last Supper. The bread and wine are given separately. As the sacrifice, Christ’s body was divided from His blood. We are filled with these “raw materials,” and His body and blood are reunited—put back together again as a holy mixture—in us. As we partake, we, Greater Eve, fulfill His resurrection as His holy army (Ezekiel 37; John 12:24).
As a faithful Adam, Jesus united the divided world first in his own body. By obedience, Jesus became a Tree of Life, then a Tree of Wisdom, uniting earth with heaven as glorified Mediator.
Jesus united Jachin and Boaz, the two trees, in His body, through His sacrifice in the Garden. When the saints obey, we too are bread and wine combined, priesthood and kingdom, service and glory—exalted vindications of humble, hidden sacrifices that testify publicly and transform the world.
But on earth, there is still work to do, so we are given the Last Supper elements separately. We are one, but the World Christ has given us to bring under His rule is not. Dominion begins with bread and wine as separate elements until the entire world is a Holy Place.
TEN FINGERS
We observed that the Ten Words were symbolically ten fingers on two hands. Based on the Tabernacle pattern, the Table of Facebread is in the left hand of the glorified “metal man,” and the Lampstand of Law-filled Man is in the right hand as seven stars.
It takes two hands to break bread, ten fingers. When Jesus broke bread with the disciples, He was both Breaker and Broken. As Mediator of a New Covenant, He was both the Lawmaker watching over Israel (Lampstand) and Israel slain under the Law (Table). As Moses, He would receive the tablets. As the tablets, He would be broken at the hands of sinful men.


 
Bread feeds the nations and draws them to Christ. The New Covenant cup, however, is for those who are willing to be poured out as Jesus was, as James Jordan explains:
“When you drink wine you are volunteering for death; you are accepting martyrdom.”1
The cup is always the centre of history. The Old Covenant bread is broken so the New Covenant wine can be poured out.
The cup consumes the past. It makes sense of what has gone before, or it confuses us entirely.
The cup also speaks the future. It gives us a godly direction and promises an inheritance, or it cuts us out of history.
God’s wine is strong stuff. Depending upon our attitude towards God, it cleanses us from sin, or it makes our sin high-handed; it seats us, clothes us and gives us a sound mind, or it drives us insane and leaves us naked and demonized; it teaches us wisdom and brings us peace, or it makes us stagger and fall. Either way, we are slain for the future of the kingdom.
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GOBLET OF FIRE
THE BIBLE IS AN EARTHY, PUNGENT, DAZZLING, aromatic book, but that’s not the impression you get from most preachers. They process it until it no longer resembles food in order to “make it more palatable.” To understand the Bible, it is crucial that we comprehend the symbolic meanings of food and wine.1
One of the most important chapters in the Torah is actually one of the strangest—Numbers 5. A wife suspected of adultery is made to drink curses. If she is guilty, she becomes a curse; if innocent, a blessing.
The priest describes this “jealous inspection” to the woman as external Law. The woman swears, “Amen, so be it,” then the rite is carried out as internal Law.

 

 
It is interesting that the “jealous inspection” is a form of Testing, and yet it is the execution of the Covenant Sanctions. Surely this messes up the pattern?
Not so, and here we have another brilliant correspondence that has all the fingerprints of the Divine Author.
Ray Sutton sees the five-fold Covenant pattern in the first five books of the Bible. That puts the pouring out of the Covenant Sanctions in Numbers. Yet, in the Bible Matrix, the Sanctions are in Joshua.
The solution is the relationship of the Law to the Covenant Head and Covenant Body respectively. In Numbers, the Sanctions are administered by the Head (Garden) upon the old Body (Land). In Joshua, the Sanctions are administered by the new Body upon the World.
In Numbers, the cup of judgment is a sword in the mouth of unfaithful Israel, the idolatrous harlot. In Joshua, the cup of judgment is a sword in the hand of a new Israel to administer the curses of the Covenant with Abram—until all his enemies are under his feet. The order is Word, Sacrament, Government.
In Deuteronomy, Moses hands the Covenant Succession to Joshua. In Judges, God raises up new mediators for the Succession of Israel in Canaan.

 
STRONG DELUSION
The jealous inspection brings blessings or curses. The cup is the reception—or rejection—of the Spirit of God. Saul received an evil spirit when David received the Holy Spirit. It was a jealous inspection. The Succession was taken from the family of Saul and given to the family of David.
In the first century, the kingdom, the future, was taken from the Herods and the Pharisees, the “kings of the earth” (rulers of the Land) and given to a new nation, a new bride. The Firstfruits Church, under the ministry of an ascended, faithful Adam, could not be deceived (Matthew 24:24).
But to those who rejected the gospel, who “blasphemed the Holy Spirit,” God sent strong delusion, so that they would believe the lie of the serpent (2 Thessalonians 2:11). The same word that saved the faithful to the uttermost (Hebrews 7:25), condemned the unfaithful to the uttermost (1 Thessalonians 2:16).
WINE TASTING
Just as Firstfruits was the first “taste” of the grain harvest of Pentecost, so Atonement was the first “taste” of the wine of Booths. Firstfruits brings the Covenant Head near to God. Atonement brings the Covenant Body near to God.
The prophetic warnings are brought by the witnesses at Trumpets, and on the Day of Coverings, the High Priest “tastes death” for every man, after which the priestly nation celebrates with Gentiles under the completed shelter of the Covenant.
We are familiar with the constant risk taken by ancient wine tasters in royal courts. We see the same pattern in the ministry of Israel to the nations. James Jordan writes:
“Drinking wine… can be seen as the king’s drinking the advice of the prophets. Pharaoh’s cupbearer was his chief ‘prophetic advisor.’ This is clear from the fact that Joseph becomes the chief cupbearer, and he speaks of his silver cup as that which he uses when he gives such prophetic advice to Pharaoh (Genesis 44). Nehemiah was such a prophetic advisor to the king called Artaxerxes in the Bible (Nehemiah 1:11). Repeatedly the Bible speaks of God’s giving wicked men cups full of His blessing or wrath, and such language does not appear until we get to the Psalter, where David the king is given the contents of such cups, and in the prophets, where God gives various cups to various people.
The content of the cup is God’s prophetic blessing or curse, as administered not to a priest but to a king, and usually by a prophet.” 2
The Covenant cup is the door between the Tree of Life and the Tree of Wisdom. When the High Priest is faithful, the Church is sheltered. When the Church is faithful—examining herself and “discerning (assessing, judging or distinguishing) the Lord’s Body”—the State is sheltered and eventually converted.
The early Pharaoh drank from Joseph’s cup, and the nations were filled with grain. The latter Pharaoh refused to drink from Moses’ cup. The bloody Nile was most certainly a reminder of the slain Hebrew infants but also a taste of the Passover to come. Like the glory of Egypt, and Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar, God cuts down tyranny and builds out of its raw materials a shelter for all nations.
VASSALS ARE VESSELS
In the Tabernacle and Temple, blood and water, bread and wine, were not to be carried about by hand. Human hands are unclean. The “cleansing agents” were carried about in detachable bowls, dishes and cups made of glorious metals. Cups are mediators.
Covenants make vassals, men in submission, men under Law, men with something to carry out, something to do.
As mentioned earlier, the kingdom cup is only for faithful servants, men who are willing to submit to the Word as broken bread, men whom God can trust to be obedient, no matter how strange His commands may appear.
Jesus’ actions and movements seemed illogical to His disciples, but they eventually understood there was method in His apparent madness. He was doing exactly what the Father told Him to do. Later on, Jesus sent these same disciples on a quest—as “apostles”—and they too were accused of madness. They were now Jesus’ “friends,” His courtly advisors, and by His Spirit they were in on the plan. Jesus’ sheep heard His voice.
But when the mediators of the “oracles of God” make a disobedient retreat from society, their place is taken by men who will get things done, rulers who are a law unto themselves. They are kings like the Herods, lawless men who hijack the people of God for their own ends. They are men who are not God’s vassals, doing what is right in their own eyes with the methods of the world. Either way, for good or ill, there is no escape from the Church leading the culture.
Wine is a symbol of judgment. If we drink it in the discipline of faith, it is a blessing that gladdens the heart. We dine as wise kings. If we drink it in unbelief it becomes a curse to us and our children. We stagger and fall.
The Lord gave this cup to all the nations swallowed by Babylon, and then to Babylon herself. She too, although she had judged the nations for God, would be judged. She fell in one night after Belshazzar drank from the Lord’s cup.
We can see that Daniel’s entire history “within the belly of the beast” was the cup of a New Covenant, judging the empire from within.


 
Although the writer of Hebrews quotes Jeremiah, this “new Covenant” was the one made with the Jews after they returned from captivity. The divided house (Israel and Judah) died in Babylon and was resurrected as a new, united, prophetic Covenant Body.
Jeremiah refers to Israel’s breaking of the Covenant through idolatry, but the imagery goes right back to the tablets broken by Moses at Mount Sinai. Judah had, like Israel, again worshiped “golden calves” under the direction of a compromised priesthood, so a new set of tablets was required—tablets of flesh.
Under the Restoration Covenant, there were no stone tablets in the Temple. Just as at Sinai, Israel would receive them again, but inside themselves. The movement is always from external to internal Law, from forming to filling. Under Ezra and Nehemiah, Zechariah and Haggai, the Jews were eating the scroll and drinking the cup of a new Covenant. Whether this would turn out to be a curse or a blessing depended upon their faith-full obedience.
We know from history, however, that they turned even this new Covenant into a form of idolatry. The last image we have of old Israel in Scripture is a woman with a cup, drinking the judgment of God into herself.
KING NEB’S NEW COVENANT
The Restoration era Scriptures are the most misunderstood texts in the Bible. Our failure to recognize their recapitulation of patterns from the Torah—and the fact that they are ordered not chronologically but by genre—makes it hard for us to put the pieces together. Very often, we miss great ironies because we don’t get the Covenant “joke.” One of the sharpest jokes is Nebuchadnezzar’s usurping of the throne of Judah’s kings.
The five-fold Covenant structure introduces the Great King in its preamble, then delegates power to a vassal. Israel desired a king like the Gentiles, but this was impossible. An Israelite king would always be subject to a higher power, a State subject to a prophetic Church. Saul failed to be a vassal under God, and was disqualified. The later kings of Israel and Judah also failed to be vassals, so the Covenant scroll, the mediating firmament, would be torn apart.
Nebuchadnezzar is referred to by God as His “servant.” This must have been terrifying for the kings of Judah, but they did not repent. Ironically, it was a real Gentile king who brought rest to the Land—the 70 years of Sabbaths that were overdue. The number 70 is also ironic. It is the number of bulls sacrificed for the 70 nations at the Feast of Booths, the heart of Israel’s ministry to the nations. God and His prophets can be extremely sarcastic. But it is sarcasm with tears.
Jeremiah’s call for Judah’s king to become willingly subject to Nebuchadnezzar was actually a call to a new priestly office. It was a call to national death, but it was also a call to national resurrection. Such a submission would release their Adamic death grip on a forbidden kind of kingship, that is, a Succession which was not in subjection to God. The kings refused, and death came anyway, with a much greater devastation for the people of the Land.
But it was still a New Covenant. God set up new worship “outside the camp,” in Babylon, before He destroyed the old worship. Just as the prophets had substituted as mediators before God because the Covenant kings would not listen, Daniel and Ezekiel mediated for the people of God in a higher court. In fact, part of Daniel’s mediation was possibly the destruction of Jerusalem.
Of course, all of this was replayed in the first century. The Jews were invited to submit to a new ruler, a heavenly King of Kings, the Christ. He, too, called His servants to refrain from fighting, to die and to be resurrected as a new kingdom, a royal priesthood.
CUP OF CURSES
The matrix shows us that the source of the contents of the Sanctions cup is the Ethics of the external Law.
Burning coals from the Altar (Ascension) are the Testing of Pentecost, the seven olive oil eyes of the Lampstand Law enlightening the eyes of the people of God. But at Maturity, the seven eyes become seven silver trumpets, warning the wicked that their time is almost up. At Conquest, the seven detachable bowls of oil on the Lampstand are tipped out as Covenant curses, the seven sprinklings of Atonement.
Herodian worship was the great harlot who corrupted the nations with her Jewish “sorcery.” She swapped the Covenant Ethics for the false tools of magic. A cup filled with knife and fire cut off her generations. Her altars were cut down (de-formed), and her Lampstand was stolen away in the night (de-filled).
As in the days of Noah, the bloodthirsty “mighty men” were the offspring of an adulterated Covenant.

“…the light of a lamp will shine in you no more, and the voice of bridegroom and bride will be heard in you no more, for your merchants were the great [men] of the [Land], and all nations were deceived by your sorcery.
And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, and of all who have been slain on [the Land].”
(Revelation 18:23-24)
The King tasted death for her as a courtly prophet, but the murdering, fornicating Queen would drink the Covenant cup to the dregs and never rise again.
TWELVE THRONES
The cup of Ascension ministers both Law and Grace. It makes the external Law internal. We judge ourselves so that we will not be judged. The process either deposes us or enthrones us for a new tour of duty.
As a faithful priest, Jesus fed His disciples and washed their feet. In making Himself bread, He imputed His priesthood as the Tree of Life. In making Himself wine, He imputed His kingship to the rulers of a new Israel—servant-kings who would sit on twelve thrones and judge Judah (Matthew 19:28). In washing their feet, He ordained them as Levites who would bring the two-edged “liberating curse” to Judah.
Their thrones were like Jesus’ throne—the cross. The prophetic preaching and suffering of the apostles judged the kings of Israel. Only then were the apostles exalted to heavenly thrones, from where they would witness her execution by Rome. Christ’s death judged the head (John 12:31), lifted up as a serpent. The apostles’ deaths judged the body, and the “generation of vipers” was cast out.
This is the full meaning of what it is for us to sit enthroned at Jesus’ table week by week. If we judge ourselves, the cup gathers us and scatters God’s enemies. If we fail to judge, God gathers His enemies, scatters our congregation and works through a new generation.
THE LIP OF THE CUP
The Lord speaks the Covenant, and His people respond with “Amen.” Sanctions fulfills that oath. God’s Word never returns empty. Neither are our words to be “idle” (Matthew 12:36; 2 Timothy 2:16).
“But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more than these is from the evil one.” (Matthew 5:37)
There is to be an integrity between the fruit of our lips and the fruit of our hands.
Jesus told a parable of two sons. One initially said “yes” to his father yet disobeyed. The other initially said “no” to his father and yet obeyed. The kingdom was taken from the Old Covenant “oracle keepers” and given to a nation that would bring forth the desired spiritual fruit, despite the fact that these nations had previously been outsiders to the Covenant boundaries.
The spiritual gift of tongues is a hot issue, but it’s not so difficult when understood in its Covenant context. After the scattering at Babel, the Lord tore the genealogy of the world in two by calling Abram, signified in his circumcision. With the end of this large Division in AD70, there was no longer any distinction between the priestly nation and the Gentiles. James Jordan writes:
“The failure to understand the Babelic context of Israel’s history results in a failure to understand the purpose of tongues in the New Testament, and a failure to understand the historical transition that took place between AD30 and 70. God judged Babel because if the people were united, nothing would be withheld from them (Genesis 11). Jesus prays that His people would be united, so that nothing will be withheld from us (John 17). It was necessary for Jewish and Gentile believers to overcome the Old Covenant bipolar-ity and be united, before the Gospel could really go forth in full power. After AD70, with Jew and Gentile united in one Church, nothing can be withheld from us, unless we choose by our sin to be disunited. After AD70, there is no longer any God-instituted historical disunity in operation.”3
We can see that a “scattering of tongue” is a judgment upon the Covenant people. But there is one more piece of crucial information. The mouth is an organ of Confession. In Hebrew, the Lord confused the “lip” of the Babel builders, and it included the scattering of their religious profession. Jordan again:
“The origin of many tongues and nations comes at the Tower of Babel. We read in Genesis 11:1 that the whole earth was of one lip and had one set of words. It is important to understand that ‘lip’ does not refer to language, but to religious belief, as a concordance study of this term will reveal. (See Zephaniah 3:9; Psalm 81:4-5; Isaiah 6:5-7).
The people built a city and a tower; the city a cultural unit gathered by their one language, and the tower a religious artifact built in terms of their one belief-system. In Genesis 11:6-9 we read that God attacked their tower and scattered the people in terms of their ‘lip,’ their religious beliefs.
The foundational scattering was not in terms of language and culture, but in terms of religion. Instead of one idolatrous system in the world, there came to be many. To be sure, from an objective perspective, all of these idolatries are pretty much the same, but the nations do not think so. There is hardly a dime’s worth of difference between Molech and Chemosh, but the Moabites and Ammonites did not think they were the same at all. There is hardly a dime’s worth of difference between Leninism and Maoism, but the Russians and Chinese did not think so. Until the nations turn to the true faith, God keeps them at war with one another in terms of their idolatries, and thus keeps them weak.
Language, however, was also diversified. The original tongue (almost certainly Hebrew, or proto-Hebrew) was scattered into thousands. This also helped keep the nations divided and relatively powerless.”4
Now we can reconsider the ministry of Christ as a holy Covenant oath. It is His faithful “Amen” which shelters and transforms the entire world. It will do so until every tongue confesses the reality of His authority.
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MAN SUES GOD
QUITE SURPRISINGLY, GOD SEEMS TO REVEL in the Covenant Sanctions working the other way. He delights in the process of Maturity, and like any good Father, loves to see children who are no longer riding on His Covenant coattails.
When men of God take up the Covenant and sue God for His promises, we get scriptures like many of the Psalms. From Douglas Wilson:
“The great Puritan Goodwin said that when we pray to God we should ‘sue him’ for things. A Puritan said that? Yes, they were Biblical people.
Now, we shouldn’t sue God in the court of the devil, or in the court of the world. But we should go into the courts of heaven and plead our case with God. You might say, ‘I’m not competent to plead a case of any complexity.’ Well, John Bunyan said it’s better that your heart be without words than your words be without heart. It’s not prim and proper words that count. It’s heart.
This is the first thing we learn from Psalm 55. David is in trouble, and he itemizes his troubles to God. He wants to tell God all about it and he wants God to do something about it. He pleads his case with Him. ‘Lord, hear me. Give ear to my prayer, O God, and hide not thy face from me.’
Where are you going, God? Don’t hide! Hear me out, here. Attend to me, I tell you!
Now, does that sound godly to you? No it doesn’t, and the reason is that we have our own tradition of what a pious prayer sounds like:
‘Dear Father in heaven, Whatever happens, happens. And bless everybody indiscriminately in such a way as I can’t tell whether or not anything has ever happened.’
We’re afraid of getting a ‘no,’ so we build escape hatches into all our prayers. If you get a ‘no,’ you are getting some feedback and you are learning how to pray. What you want to do is submit yourself to the text of Scripture, pray the way God’s people prayed, and as you do so you will discover that you are imitating it rightly in some instances and wrongly in others, and you make adjustments.”1
SPINNING THE WHEEL
We mentioned at the start that a Covenant is like a wheel that keeps history moving in God’s direction. For the prophet Habakkuk, God’s chariot wheel was not turning fast enough. The prophet called for vengeance and redemption.
“O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear? Or cry to you ‘Violence!’ and you will not save? Why do you make me see iniquity, and why do you idly look at wrong? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise. So the law is paralyzed, and justice never goes forth. For the wicked surround the righteous; so justice goes forth perverted.” (Habakkuk 1:1-4)
Habakkuk received an answer with a scope far beyond anything he could have expected. The Lord had everything in hand. He was going to raise up the Babylonians to judge Judah, then judge Babylon. The book is a to-and-fro in the courtroom of God.
BROKEN RULES
Perhaps there is more to this idea of “suing God” than a mere Puritan quote, especially when God Himself fails to keep His own rules, when God Himself appears to break Covenant. For help, Habakkuk boldly approached the throne of grace. Like the approach of the Firstfruits Church under the New Covenant, his brazen call for God to hear him was based on a legal document: the Mosaic Covenant, a document written, signed and sealed by God. The prophet calls the Lord to answer for His tardiness, and the answer comes quickly. He hasn’t missed a thing. The wheels of Yahweh’s chariot might turn slowly, but turn they do, and they are filled with eyes. He has seen the oppression of His people.
Unlike the ancient suzerains, once Israel was in Canaan, God was slow to judge. Israel was supposed to be a nation of wise judges by this time. Rather than giving Israel an immediate spanking as He had in the wilderness, God allowed them to taste the long-term consequences of their sin. Their failures meant that God had to raise up individuals once again, deliverers like Moses.
But this slowness to judge was not simply based on some kind of “Covenantal social experiment.” God is a Father, and His Covenants transcend the suzerainty treaties of the ancient kings for one simple reason: love. A Covenant is not a contract. The relationship is organic, not mechanical. God does not take pleasure in the death of the wicked. He does not want anyone to perish. Peter Leithart writes:
“In a sense, the great problem of Kings is not why God destroyed Israel but how He could have refrained for so long. And that point alone goes a long way to undermining any strong connection between Yahweh’s covenant and suzerainty treaties. It is almost as if Kings is written to show that Yahweh is not a covenant Lord in the way that a lord bound by suzerainty treaty is a covenant Lord. As always, Yahweh adopts the form only to burst it wide open, freely accepts limits to prove in the end that He is without limits.”2
COVENANT PRAYER
The “High Priestly” prayer of Jesus in John 17 is mind-numbingly repetitious. This is our clue to its purpose. Not only is it the Son calling upon the Father to fulfill His Covenant promises; it is sacred architecture. Jesus is constructing a new Eve with His words.

 
TALKING HEADS
The beheaded saints under the Incense Altar in Revelation 6 were also calling for an end to the injustice that had befallen many of God’s witnesses, beginning with the murder of Abel. Notice that these saints, as witnesses, were the fifth seal to be broken on the New Covenant. They called on Jesus to pour out plagues upon the “uncircumcised hearts,” the false brothers who plagued them throughout the Old Testament history and accused them of being false prophets.
Like the request of Habakkuk, this suit of the “beheaded” was a legal matter raised in the eternal court, and it was a Covenant lawsuit against the Judge. Strangely, Jesus announced a further delay! It was necessary that a New Covenant contingent of “Abels” complete the two-fold legal witness against the Jewish rulers (the Land). But as with the exile, judgment would come sooner rather than later.

God’s delay is very often for the purpose of purifying the saints. The delay of David’s reign purified him for office. After the Ascension ofJesus, these Old Covenant saints were given white robes. They themselves, with their New Covenant brothers, would sit on thrones and call down the curses upon the Old Creation. For the Old Covenant, it was “curtains.”
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THE ROBE
A COVENANT IS BOTH A SHELTER AND A DELEGATED OFFICE. Likewise, clothing is a shelter and communicates both official and unofficial roles in society. We judge people by their clothing. James Jordan writes:
“The narrative of the fall of humanity actually begins with the last verse of Genesis 2: ‘And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.’ This statement is sometimes thought to imply that sinless man would not need clothing, and would not want it. That is not the meaning, however. Adam and Eve were naked because they were newly born babies. God is clothed in a garb of light, an environment called ‘glory’ in the Bible. The ‘glory cloud’ is seen as a palace, as a temple, as a society of men and angels around Him, and in other forms as well. The glory cloud is God’s garment of regal and priestly office. Man, as God’s image, should also have such robes. The robe of office, however, is not something man is born with, but something he must mature into by acquiring wisdom based on righteousness. The robe of office is for elders, not for children. Moreover, it is never seized, but is always bestowed.
The robe theme is important in scripture. When Ham sought to steal Noah’s robe of office, shem and Japheth upheld their father by holding up his robe (Gen. 8:22-23). At the climax of the book of Genesis, we see the godly Joseph invested thrice with robes of office, once by his father, once by Potiphar, and once by Pharaoh (Gen. 37:3; 39:12-18; 41:41-43). Tremendous attention is given to the robe of Aaron, the high priest, because he was the representive man for all Israel (Ex. 28, 39). When Joseph’s robe was stripped from him by Potiphar’s wife, it signified his loss of position and authority, and the same is true when our Lord was stripped at His crucifixion. The soldiers casting lots for Christ’s robe of office signify the powers of the world contesting for dominion over God’s creation (John 19:23-24). The glorious white robes of the saints signify not only their cleansing, but also their privilege to follow Christ in judging the world (Rev. 19:8, 14). Thus, Adam and Eve were not going to remain naked forever. Investment with robes of office would come in time, and in connection with the Tree of Knowledge.”1
The first “garment” in the Bible is the firmament in Genesis 1, symbolized by the Veil in the Tabernacle. The firmament was not called “good” because it was only a temporary division. It was a form waiting to be filled. The literary structure of this stanza shows us what was missing.

 
“Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord my God, you are very great! You are clothed with splendor and majesty, covering yourself with light as with a garment, stretching out the heavens like a tent.” (Psalm 104:1-2)
The word “firmament” means something flat, beaten out like metal. It is a garment, but it is also architectural. It is a tent for glorified Adam, the metal man.
Cosmologists now tell us that the universe may well be both spherical, hyperbolic and/or “flat,” a bit like the surface of the earth. God speaks of the mediatory Land as flat because it is an Altar. Space is a Veil between men and the throne of God. Filled with lights, it pictures for us the Holy Place before God’s throne, which is populated with angels and the redeemed. This cosmic hall of government resembled a crystal sea.
What is required to fill the gap in this literary structure is the governing lights. If we apply the Tabernacle pattern to these verses, we have the waters below awaiting the Bronze Altar-Land (Day 3), and the waters above awaiting the silvery clouds from the Incense Altar (Day 5), but it is the Golden Lampstand (Day 4) missing from the centre. So, the firmament was like the formed Old Covenant house awaiting its filling Pentecost. In a very real, though symbolic, sense, it was a Veil of flesh awaiting Knife-and-Fire.
Robes get torn and cut throughout the Bible, signifying the loss of loved ones and kingdoms. A rent robe is the death of a Covenant, the end of an era. Job, who was possibly an Edomite king, tore his robe after his tragic losses. His advisors then tore their robes when they saw him covered in boils.
Like Noah’s son Ham, King saul attempted to usurp the authority of his prophetic “father” Samuel and tore the corner of his robe. The kingdom was torn from Saul. Later, David’s cutting of Saul’s robe troubled him because it symbolized seizing the promised kingdom.
The prophet Ahijah tore his robe into twelve parts and gave ten parts to Jeroboam as a sign of the northern tribes over which he would receive authority.
Only the High Priest was forbidden to tear his robe. He himself was to be torn. When Jesus informed Caiaphas that the kingdom would be inherited by a new priesthood, Caiaphas tore his robe. At His crucifixion, Jesus’ seamless “bridal” robe was stolen from Him. Yet, as a symbol of a kingdom integrated by the Spirit of God, it remained intact.
DELEGATION AND VINDICATION
We saw this exact pattern in Bible Matrix concerning Joseph. In his first cycle, he receives his robe of authority at Division (Hierarchy). At Conquest (Sanctions), the robe is stolen, torn and covered with blood. In this initial cycle, the Covenant pattern is corrupted. It was Joseph who was supposed to execute Sanctions against his brothers. Instead, he was made the scapegoat.
Of course, we see this pattern reversed at the end of the narrative. He tests his brothers with, among other things, a cup, to see whether or not the “wilderness” years have transformed them. He discovers internal Law. When he reveals his face, the Veil of Joseph’s
Egyptian office is opened and he is vindicated.
So, the delegation of authority to a Covenant Hierarchy is a robe of office. When rulers fail to keep the Ethics, the robe is torn.
ROLLING UP THE SKY
Another image used for this delegation is a scroll. We discussed this earlier, but it explains some of the strange uses of symbolic scrolls in the Bible. For instance, when Isaiah predicted the de-Creation of Solomon’s Temple, he used this image at Sanctions. The mediating heavens are a Laver, a garment, a tent, and a Covenant scroll. The sword comes at Sanctions to test the results of the quest. Is the Bride chaste or a harlot? Will Adam’s offspring be blessed, or will his generations, his name, be cut off?


 
As in Genesis 1, the divided waters form a space for the Covenant people. At Division, the saints are in the Laver (Red Sea). The cleansing “bridal” Law is external. At Conquest, the Laver is in the saints. The offspring is a fountain of living water for the nations.
A NEW HEAVENS AND A NEW EARTH
With our understanding of the Covenantal architecture of the language of the Bible, we can make sense of one of the most confusing phrases in Scripture.
“For as the new heavens and the new [Land] that I make shall remain before me, says the Lord, so shall your offspring and your name remain.” (Isaiah 66:22)
A Covenantal “passing away” closes up the defiled Holy Place. For the civilization in Noah’s day, and for Pharaoh’s army, Sanctions meant the closing of the divided waters. The birth of a New Covenant opens a clean Holy Place for its ministers, the new Hierarchy.
“A new heavens” refers to a new firmament (blood covering) and “a new earth” refers to the mediators on the Land. The rebuilt Tent has a new crystal sea government above (Laver/heaven) and a restored four-cornered Israel below (Bronze Altar/earth).
Isaiah’s and Peter’s references to a new heaven and a new earth do not concern the end of the world. They were prophecies of Covenantal events looming upon their contemporaries. Isaiah spoke of the Restoration of Israel from Babylon. Peter spoke of the full inauguration of the kingdom of God in AD70.

 
Interpreting the word “elements” here is crucial. Thanks to David Chilton, we already know that this term refers to the Old Covenant “raw Law,” the milk of the earthly Land, not the solid food of eldership. Now we can continue with what he has to say concerning this passage:
“St. Peter uses the same term in exactly the same way [as the writer of Hebrews). Throughout the Greek New Testament, the word elements (stoicheia) always means ethics, not physics; the foundational ‘elements’ of a religious system that was doomed to pass away in a fiery judgment.
In fact, St. Peter was quite specific about the fact that he was not referring to an event thousands of years in their future, but to something that was already taking place.”2
At the ascension of Christ, the “stars” of the Old Creation fell. A Man now rules the heavens so men live under friendly skies. The replacement of the old heavenly “elemental blueprint” brought about new rulers on the earth—an Incense Altar of mediators. John was shown this blueprint in Revelation 19.
The vessels in Herod’s Temple were burned with fire. Scavengers tore up the masonry to recover the melted gold. But we must not forget the correspondence between the earthly Holy Place and the heavenly one. Despite the fact that the New Testament writers consistently used the term in a new way to describe the stoicheia as weak and beggarly, the Temple furnitures, the Old Covenant elements, did symbolize the heavenly bodies in the firmament. The looming Covenantal event in 2 Peter 3 was indeed a picture of a future physical one, which brings us back to nakedness and robes.
MAN-IN-THE-MIDDLE
On the Day of Coverings, the High Priest swapped his glorious “cosmic-hybrid” robe for an “elemental” one—burial linen. It was a tunic for the splattering of blood—an Adamic smock. He presented the blood alone in the dark. Once the rite was complete, the Mediator was invested with the cosmos anew.
Jesus prefigured this ministry in the Last Supper. He removed His robe to wash His disciples’ feet in a Laver, and was then “reinvested” as Master in an even greater way (Matthew 18:4; 23:11; Luke 22:26).
Covenant is the key to Creation. The original firmament is the outer shelter, the physical elements, the macrocosmic “Temple.” The sanctified peoples of God are the inner shelter, the glorious robe, the microcos-mic Temple. At the centre is Adam, naked and alone, presenting the blood in the dark—but shining as the Light, “the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.” (John 1:9 [NASB])
So, all Creation is Covenantal, but we cannot divorce Covenant from history. It began with the physical world and will end with its physical restoration:
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TWO DECREES
ADAM’S FAILURE TO BRIDGE THE CHASM between Law and Grace resulted in a world filled with bloodshed instead of living waters. Peter Leithart writes:
“In the table of nations in Genesis 10, we’re told that from the descendants of Japheth, the ‘coast-lands of the nations were divided from their lands’ (v. 5). The chapter ends on a similar note: ‘These are the families of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, by their nations; and out of these the nations were divided on the earth after the flood’ (v. 32).
The verb ‘divide’ has been used only once before in Genesis, describing division of the river that flowed out of Eden into four (2:10). After the flood, Ararat is set up as the new Mount Eden, Noah as the new Adam, but from this Eden ‘divide’ not rivers but people, to the four corners of the earth.”1
The two trees, as two united decrees—forming and filling, flesh and Spirit—were supposed to flow out together. Instead, the commission to Adam was only fulfilled in flesh. The Covenant Succession, an outflow recorded for us as genealogies, was a history of deaths. Until Christ, the nations were just like Adam before the Lord breathed into him, a lifeless altar of earth—a God-shaped vacuum. The New Covenant brought a new Adam and a new commission: go and fill the world, not with children, but with disciples.
There are many pictures of this twofold process in the Old Testament, the most obvious being the wonderful history of crisis and victory recorded for us in the book of Esther.


 
BORING BEGATS
The Old Testament begins with pre-processed Covenant history, two full-grown trees that are blueprints for bread and wine. The New Testament begins with a history of bread and wine, flesh and blood, in the genealogies of Jesus.
For the Son of Man, this was pre-processed Covenant history, a fully-grown tree with little spiritual fruit. He took all those genealogies, ate and drank them, and presented them as acceptable bread and wine in heaven on God’s Table. His was the only Jewish blood that ever mattered, and it only mattered until perfect blood was poured out.
Jesus satisfied the legal requirements of the Covenant, not just for Himself but for Greater Eve. This leaves the good news, which is fundamentally relational. The bonds of flesh are no longer our primary ties. The New Covenant family is a kindred of Spirit.
THE LAST DAYS
Even though the Old Covenant history, through failure and renewal, death-and-resurrection, increased the territory under the Dominion of God’s people, each “New Covenant” was built beneath, or within, the ruins of the old shelter it replaced.
The priesthood of Melchizedek and Jethro was Noahic, one of all nations, bread and wine. The Abrahamic Division did not entirely wipe this priesthood out. It initiated a new, purer life within it. Then, the Mosaic Covenant built another wall within the children of Abraham, establishing an even more defined and mature priesthood.
The Davidic Covenant began a truly international outflow. The surrounding nations began to look to Israel for wisdom from the true God. The exile both refined Israel and expanded her prophetic ministry.
The Covenant continued to be threshed, whittled down, until the coming of Christ. The eyes of the Lord continued to carve into the Body of Adam for the foundations of Eve.
In AD70, the Adamic, Noahic, Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic and Restoration Covenants all came to an end. Symbols from all of these are used in the Revelation. It was the end of the Old Creation, which is why John wept until he saw the Lamb worthy to open the New Covenant scroll.
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FIVE PILLARS
THE SUBTITLE OF RAY SUTTON’S BOOK is “Dominion by Covenant.” This is not abstract ideology.
“After we have assessed the covenant, we need to ask, ‘How does it work?’ It is my thesis that covenant is the mechanism for dominion and success. After all, Moses says, ‘Keep the words of this covenant to do them, that you may prosper in all that you do’ (Deuteronomy 29:9). If we really believe the Bible, then covenant is the key to daily living at every level… “
Sutton compares the cultural mandate (Genesis 1:2830) and the Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-20).
“Some Christians do not understand their Commission from the Lord. It is a renewal of the cultural mandate; it has the covenantal structure; it means Christians are to take dominion by means of the covenant.”1
Many Christians find any idea of “Christian Dominion” repulsive. They know that seizing kingdom is satanic. It puts men into power who are tyrannical “children.” What they fail to understand is that humble service actually does bring true Dominion in history. Patiently waiting to receive the promises is not pie-in-the-sky-when-I-die. David Chilton writes:
“The Church has always recognized that God sent His only begotten Son in order to redeem the world, and that He will be satisfied with nothing less than what He paid for.”2
It helps to contrast Adam with Abraham. The five point Covenant pattern can be observed in operation in Abraham’s dealing with Ephron.3 

 
Gary North calls these “the five pillars of Biblical success”:
“[Satan’s temptation of Adam and Eve was] a failure disguised as a success. They got away with their rebellion, but only briefly. They gained a form of wisdom that had been open to them through time and experience. This prospect was insufficient for them. They wanted instant wisdom, instant illumination…
The implementation of success in history is to gain wisdom through God’s approved means rather than Adam’s. What is God’s approved means? The procedure known as trial and error. This procedure has five aspects. First, it rests on the assumption that wisdom has its origin in God’s perfect knowledge. Second, it rests on man’s position as a creature made in the image of God and therefore capable of gaining wisdom. Third, it rests on the law of God: law over nature and law over man. Fourth, it rests on the God-given ability of His specially redeemed people to apply their understanding of God’s law to specific circumstances. Fifth, it rests on confidence that, over time, covenant-keeping man’s wisdom will increase with experience, and also that the process of trial and error will increasingly be weighted against error.
I have said that Adam’s rebellion against God was a failure disguised as a success. This rebellion resulted in Adam’s grim legacy to his heirs: origi nal sin and death. This raises a crucial question: “How can the sons of Adam overcome this comprehensive, death-producing failure in their lives?” God has an answer: through an even greater success disguised as an even more monumental failure, namely, the cross of Christ.”4
Abraham was a faithful steward of the Gentile plunder God had given him. His refusal to seize the miraculous inheritance of heirs and land qualified him as trustworthy. It allowed the Lord to give him descendants as a gift. And it allowed the Lord to give greater responsibility to the next generation.
The New Covenant is not merely about salvation. Jesus is inheriting the nations. The bigger picture is dominion. All the Bible Covenants were a washing away of the old order and the beginning of a new commission. The New Covenant is no different. It is designed to be applied to family, church and state, the arts, sciences and economics. It is a document from God, written on tablets of flesh, that is fundamentally practical for every sphere of life. Obedience to the Ethics of a Biblical Covenant is a strategy for true success.
The New Covenant does have one crucial difference: it not only has a faithful Covenant Head but a faithful Covenant Body filled with His Spirit. This final Covenant will end in success. The world will be won.
MISSION AS TABERNACLE
An analysis of gospel missions as Covenant quests ought not to be neglected. Despite how obvious it should be to us, recognizing the Bible’s matrix in evangelism shows us that every effort is a potential microcosm of the work of the Son in the history of the world. 
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KEYS TO KINGDOM
WELL, I DID PROMISE THAT THE COVENANT KEY opens every door, didn’t I? unfortunately, we only have space to open a handful of them, so I have picked some of the most helpful, interesting, difficult or controversial examples.
To observe how the Covenant cycles represent a growth in the missional maturity of God’s people, I recommend grabbing your copy of Bible Matrix and spending a rainy Saturday overlaying the Covenant pattern onto every chart in the book. Take some time to think about each one.
But the best approach is the Lord’s. What I hope you will really do is internalize these organically related textual structures, so you can apply them as you read the Bible. If you are a Christian, the Spirit who “guides us into all truth” will help you.
As these short texts are analyzed over the next few pages, I hope you’ll become less concerned with the particulars and more aware of the movement, the Covenant “flow.” As our familiarity with this facet of the Bible increases, more of the authors’ intended meanings should be released from the captivity imposed upon them by the modern mindset.
 
LAWLESS HANDS
 
“Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.” (Romans 1:22)
 
 


 

 

 

 

 

 


 

 


 

 

 

 

By speaking its curses over a second goat, the Ark would free Jerusalem of secret sins. The Word brings vindication and redemption in one act. The flying scroll is a “liberating curse.”
The second goat would carry these sins away. The prophet sees an evil twin of the Ark of the Covenant. Instead of being all right-angles like the Ark, it is a round grain basket. It is carried by women with the wings of unclean birds instead of cherubim. The rectangular lid of gold (light) is substituted with a round talent of (dark) lead. A woman called “Wickedness” is held captive in the basket and taken to Babylon. There she would be enthroned in a new house—false worship in exile. With the Lord’s return to His Temple, this woman was driven out. In Revelation, however, John saw that she had been welcomed back as a queen.
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THE USEFUL BIBLE 
SCRIPTURE AS BREAD
 
THE MODERN BIBLE IS A VERY THIN BOOK. Well, it would be if you took out all the parts nobody reads.
For many evangelicals, much of the Bible is useless. The Old Testament seems obsolete to us. We are told it is a haphazard and primitive mix of history and myth. Once we have exhausted the scattered narratives we employ as morality tales for our children, the remaining texts hold little interest for us. Even the ones that are not long and tedious seem entirely impractical, and that is something we cannot tolerate.
So scholars, writers, teachers and preachers spend their time foraging in the texts for collectable bites, filtering the Bible for the limited palate of the modern mind. They think of this as a process of accommodation, but it isn’t. Let’s face it: what ends up being shared isn’t much like the Bible at all.
THRESHING THE TEXT
This process of “refining” the Bible for modern minds is not limited to the Old Testament. The Revelation is also set adrift from redemptive history. Our failure to recognize it as the final warning in a Covenant lawsuit makes it a mystery to us, not a revelation. It is believed to be either a generic picture book of the gospel’s work in the world, a polemic against first century Rome, or a prediction of a doomsday which could arrive at any moment and from which we hope to be miraculously airlifted. Each view understands the book as a victory of good over evil, but in all cases it is ideology. The book is rendered virtually useless to us today.1
For the modern Christians, The Useful Bible is, in practice, nothing more than some key statements and deeds by Jesus (the purpose and significance of which we mostly fail to comprehend) and some “timeless truths” in the epistles. Even here, there are problems. Evangelicals love Paul because they believe he communicated like a modern—like a Greek, like they do—yet many things he wrote still make them gag.
The Bible simply will not relate to the brave new world which modern Christians have been sold. So the Bible’s gutsy theology is abstracted from flesh-and-blood. What remains of it after processing becomes philosophy, neatly dissected and displayed behind glass, unable to touch us. But the Bible, like reality, is Covenantal; it is relational. James Jordan writes:
“Because of 18th century rationalism in our culture, we are the heirs of a tradition of thinking that downplays symbolism in communication. The assumption is that all truth comes in the categories of philosophical statements. We are very much at home reading St. Paul because he uses abstract language: justification; sanctification; glorification; propitiation... We think that this is the best way to communicate and nail things down.
But this is not the way God communicates. God communicates in parables as well as abstract ideas. God communicates in architectural forms, in proverbs, in songs. God’s way of educating young people is the Proverbs. Our way is to make them memorize a list of abstract nouns. That’s what the Shorter Catechism is. The Proverbs have a different way of communicating, a way that is much more holistic. It strikes the human personality at a deeper level.”2
The text is for the whole person, the whole family, and the whole culture, but that is not the Christianity we want. So we view the Bible through a man-made filter.
THE OPINIONS OF MEN
The modernist sees the Bible not as a revelation from God to man but as a history of certain (arbitrary) thoughts of men about God, wrapped in environment-friendly disposable packaging. Theology becomes a process of wringing the text for these abstract truths. These “truths” are refined out of the “flux” of the Biblical history and defined by their inability to contradict our own thinking.
The Covenantal (historical and literary) context of these “useful” texts means almost nothing. For the modern mind, cultural context is everything. “Culture” is the means of removing ourselves from the authority of Scriptures whose worldview is foreign to us. “That was their culture. Ours is different.”
Anything that offends our sensibilities or condemns sins that are acceptable in our own culture is somehow not meant for us. Now, this does not mean that all of the Old Testament can be imported into our lives without qualification. But the standard for such qualification is not culture, ancient or modern, but Covenant. And it is certainly not the fleeting opinions of modern men.
The consequence of this failure is that we won’t allow the Bible to say anything new. The Bible becomes our tool, our Knife, instead of God’s. The sacred texts are scanned by modern eyes for information that supports what we have already received. T. David Gordon asserts that this is the reason modern preaching is so disappointing and unengaging:
“All of their sermons are about Christian truth or theology in general, and the particular text they read ahead of time merely prompts their memory or calls their attention to one of Christianity’s important realities (insofar as they perceive it). Their reading does not stimulate them to rethink anything, and since the text doesn’t stimulate them particularly (but serves merely as a reminder of what they already know), their sermon is not particularly stimulating to their hearers.
Further, since they read only for the overt content, they often actually misunderstand the text, thinking it is ‘about’ something that it really isn’t about…
Culturally, then, we are no longer careful, close readers of texts, sacred or secular. We scan for information, but we do not appreciate literary craftsmanship. Exposition is therefore virtually a lost art. We don’t really read texts to enter the world of the author and perceive reality through his vantage point; we read texts to see how they confirm what we already believe about reality. Texts are mirrors that reflect ourselves; they are not pictures that are appreciated in themselves. This explains, in part, the phenomenon that many Christians will read their Bibles daily for fifty years, and not have one opinion that changes in the entire fifty-year span. Texts do not change or alter or skew their perspective; texts do not move them or shape them; they merely use them as mnemonic devices to recall what they already know. They have no capacity to expound a text, or to describe what another has said and how he has said it; and they retain only the capacity to notice when something in the language of another appears to concur with their own opinions. To employ C. S. Lewis’s way of stating the matter, they ‘use’ texts but do not ‘receive’ them.”3
Contrary to the teachings of men who should know better, the Bible is not the Word of God wrapped in a cultural “husk” that must be removed before we can eat it. Bible colleges and churches are not supposed to be threshing floors for the reduction of the Scriptures. Peter Leithart writes:
“The Bible’s message is the power of God to salvation, but that message comes to us in a particular form, using particular categories, introducing a particular language. It is the power of salvation for whole humans—for their languages and institutions, their imaginations and poetry, their art and architecture—as much as for their souls. Its transforming power becomes incarnate in human life through various media (sacraments, other believers), but the incarnation of the message occurs largely through words, preeminently the words of Scripture. When we detach the message from the medium we muzzle the message itself. The message can still get through; the Spirit blows where he listeth. But the message does not get through in its full transfiguring power.”4
This supposed process of “distillation” is—judging by its effects—a way to temper, soft-pedal, tone down, dilute, mitigate and tame the elements of Scripture that are most offensive to our own culture. Stripped of what is apparently obsolete or offensive to our culture, the Bible actually loses its power to transform our culture.
As a result (and despite the protests to the contrary), evangelicalism does not have anything close to a Biblical worldview. Compromised scholars tossed it into the summer wind, swept it up and incinerated it.
Christians who boil the Bible down to what they deem useful actually render the Bible useless. The brave new world that modern Christians have been sold, and for which their de-cluttered Bible was intended, does not exist. The modern world is an invention of men. Attempting to fulfill the Great Commission with their Useful Bible is like digging up tram tracks with a spoon.
THE REAL THING
Ignoring or disputing the parts of the Bible that cut against our grain is deliberately building a house with blunt tools. This compromise has left the church with nothing to offer the real world except an ideology of “nicer people.” Faith is limited to the “unseen world.” Ray Sutton writes:
“When Christ says, All authority has been given to Me,’ He means now; He has it in heaven and on earth; there is no delay! This authority is not make-believe. It is not some exclusively spiritual power, for He calls on His disciples to go out and bring the nations under this authority. Nations are real, historical entities. They are not subdued by make-believe power in some make-believe, non-historical world.”5
Many Christians think the world hates the Gospel. But we have reached the stage where modern “post-Christian” ideologies have been tried and found wanting, and cynical moderns are looking for solutions. What the modern world actually needs is a bigger Gospel. The postmodern crisis is an opportunity.
For example, according to Bojidar Marinov, Europe is not spiritually dead. Efforts to evangelize Europe have mostly failed because Europeans are too smart to accept the limited Christianity offered to them by both their liberal European professors and pietistic missionaries from America.
“In the rare cases when Europeans embrace Christianity, it is a relevant, practical, bold, shameless Christianity that never flinches from applying the truths of the Bible to the issues of the day. It is the Christianity of Augustine and Athanasius, of Isidore and Charlemagne, the Christianity of the Reformers and of the Reformed missionaries of the 18th century, the Christianity of the Puritans and the Founders of the United States of America. Europeans are eager to hear answers, and when Christian leaders declare they have the answers, people flock to hear them…
Europeans have had enough of atheism, liberalism, and socialism to know perfectly well that they provide no answers. So, next time your church is considering sending a missionary to Europe, take the time to examine the applicant. Ask him about his understanding of a compre-
hensive Biblical worldview. Ask him how and what he intends to preach and teach. Ask him if he knows the issues of the day in the nation he is going to work in and whether he knows the Biblical solutions to those issues…
If the missionary tells you he is only going to ‘save souls, plant churches, and preach the Gospel,’ advise him to stay home. He is heading to disaster, and his life and work are going to be a disappointment. Europe has been known for the last 50 years to be the ‘graveyard of missionaries,’ and it is not Europe’s fault. Europeans are not fools, and they will not suffer fools. Europe wants The Real Thing. She wants the real Gospel, and she wants it badly.”6
THRESHING HUMANITY
The modern mind believes it has surpassed the ancient and medieval minds. In some ways, it has, but like Solomon, we have overstepped the mark. We pontificate about areas far beyond the boundaries of our God-given domain. Somehow we believe that now we know what things are made of, we don’t need God’s book to tell us what they are for.
The Church used to be the spring of wisdom, inspired culture and good government. Kings and queens visited just to confirm the incredible rumors of
Her glory. But the reverse is now the case. The modern Church looks to the world for inspiration and guidance. After all, what good is that old Book to us now?
The Bible’s fathomless resources for worship and culture are supposed to flow from the Church into the world. Instead, godless pop-culture continues to leak into an uninspired Church which either struggles to bail it out with a little “red-letter” thimble-Bible or sanitizes it for Christian consumption. What is the solution?
Rather than threshing the Scriptures (or replacing them with self-help psychology and human philosophies), Bible Colleges and churches should be saturating people in them. The Bible doesn’t whisper suggestions wrapped in pop-culture, even ancient pop-culture. The Bible speaks and culture is violated, slain and resurrected, and ours could certainly do with some of that.
The Bible is the culture builder. It is alien to us because a hammer is alien to a nail. Wherever the Bible is faithfully taught, over time, it integrates and exalts society in every sphere. It builds a new house for God’s people and those who shelter under the blessings resulting from their faithfulness. James Jordan writes:
“We must become open to the Bible, so that it can do this work. In order for this to happen to us, we need total Bible saturation.
We live in an age of tremendous Bible ignorance. Even conservative seminaries do not teach much of the Bible; they teach everything else, but assume that the men will learn the Bible on their own. Pastors are told that laymen are stupid, and cannot be taught much of the Bible. They are told to give out ‘three point’ sermons. This must not continue.
The goal of total Bible saturation is that our common sense is reshaped. This takes time. It probably takes a generation. Because we are estranged from the Biblical outlook, much of the Bible seems strange to us. The Bible comes to us as ‘formal language.’ That is, it is ‘high language’ that directly challenges our outlook on reality. We must learn it and live with it until what the Bible says becomes our common sense, what we instinctively operate with day by day.”7
The Bible requires no distilling whatsoever. It is not raw materials from a primitive earth, not grain and grapes that require high-tech processing for the modern mind. It is already bread and wine. It is transforming—energizing and intoxicating—as it stands. Like the trees in Eden, it is full-grown.
Not one word of the Manufacturer’s instructions will ever be superseded. Whatever wayward worldview we choose to adopt, we are still God’s vassals in God’s world. We can keep Covenant or break Covenant, but we cannot escape Covenant. The “abstract” Word, given in history, takes on human flesh. It redirects and governs history from that point on.
These historical “incarnations” are what the Bible records for us—God’s actions in history as He makes bread and wine. By His Word and Spirit, as the Lord keeps His part of the bargain, He processes us! He threshes, refines, breaks, distills, pours out and consumes individuals, families, cultures and nations. Every transformation is performed by Covenant.
Beneath the apparently useless adornment that moderns would minimize, discredit or strip away from the Scriptures is a succession of Covenant tasks—the Bible’s backbone of steel. This is what makes the apparently pointless stories, poetry and songs more practical than we unimaginative moderns could ever dream.
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THE HOLY GRAIL
 
SCRIPTURE AS WINE
 
THE BIBLE’S LOGIC OFTEN ESCAPES EVEN ITS MOST LEARNED SCHOLARS. Its literary variety and its historical scope provide plenty of peripherals to write and debate about. But what lies at the centre? What is the “Holy Grail” of Biblical Theology?
In their quest for this essential truth, some gave up and asserted that there is no rhyme or reason to the Bible. Some even believed the Books of Moses were a haphazard compilation of the work of four different authors. “There is no Grail!” More recently, as we have discussed, others stripped away the clutter to locate the “timeless truth.” Unfortunately, for a living text, this process was more like deforestation.
The Bible’s purpose is obscure to men who are not God’s vassals. To those who will not submit to the divine Word, its hidden logic is as veiled as ever. For those without faith—even Bible scholars—its tightly woven fabric offers only frustration. All they see is the back of the tapestry.
The legacy left to the Church by these modern minds is a barren scholasticism, a desert graveyard of endless opinions, unprovable assertions and boring footnotes, all divorced from the real world and everyday life. They are like the Pharisees who spent all their time poring over the Scriptures and yet had no idea what God was up to in history. This impractical “theology” becomes a retreat for cowards, bookworms who are too heavenly-minded to be of any earthly use. That is not the character of any godly man in the Bible. God’s people are full of His Word and a very practical zeal. David Chilton writes:
“The unbiblical idea of ‘spirituality’ is that the truly ‘spiritual’ man is the person who is sort of non-physical: who doesn’t get involved in ‘earthly’ things, who doesn’t work very much or think very hard, and who spends most of his time meditating about how he’d rather be in heaven. As long as he’s on earth, though, he has one main duty in life: Get stepped on for Jesus. The ‘spiritual’ man, in this view, is a wimp. A Loser. But at least he’s a Good Loser.
The teaching of the Bible is very different. When the Bible uses the term Spiritual, it is generally speaking of the Holy Spirit (which is why I use a capital S). To be Spiritual is to be guided and motivated by the Holy Spirit. It means obeying His commands as recorded in the Scriptures. The Spiritual man is not someone who floats in midair and hears eerie voices. The Spiritual man is the man who does what the Bible says (Romans 8:48). This means, therefore, that we are supposed to get involved in life. God wants us to apply Christian standards everywhere, in every area.
Spirituality does not mean retreat and withdrawal from life; it means dominion. The basic Christian confession of faith is that Jesus is Lord (Romans 10:9-10)—Lord of all things, in heaven and on earth. As Lord, He is to be glorified in every area (Romans 11:36). In terms of Christian Spirituality, in terms of God’s requirements for Christian action in every area of life, there is no reason for 1 retreat. 1
There is an essential truth after all, but it is not “timeless” and cannot be abstracted from history. The hidden logic, the missing key, the “Holy Grail” of Biblical Theology, the scheme that ties it all together, is the legal and relational Covenants formed in the image of the Trinity and fulfilled in history.
Like Leviathan’s scales, the Bible’s “hidden structure,” the stuff that makes it impervious to attacks and impenetrable to the minds of fallen men, is right on the surface. Covenant is the simple, repetitive framework upon which all the literary beauty and complexity rests.
The Covenant key is not only everywhere in the Bible; it is the key to the door between even the most obscure of the Scriptures and everyday life. It not only structures all the stories, poetry and songs; it structures every activity known to man.
once you know what you are looking for, the Grail isn’t hard to see. The best place to hide a tree is, after all, in a forest. And isn’t it just like the Lord of the
Covenant to put the Holy Grail right under our noses?
It is extremely ironic that this “Grail” which scholars sought for and failed to find, this purpose that structures the Scriptures, is itself a quest. It is a cup of great blessings and great curses, a prophetic chalice that determines the course of history.
THE EYES OF GOD
The Bible’s internal logic—which we have identified as its practical value—escapes many Christians as well. We memorize a few helpful verses to chant as mantras or print on Christian desk calendars to cheer us up, but we fail to see that there is more to life—and the Bible—than merely salvation. We need “unveiled faces” like the early churches, churches who were in on what God was doing in history.
The Bible is not only a book about salvation, because this world is not the Titanic. We are not waiting to be rescued. We are here as God’s agents in the renovation of humanity by the power of the Spirit. We are saved to do practical stuff. All these ancient things were written as examples for us to follow in the real world. To the Spirit-filled mind, they are incalculably sensible and interminably useful. They let us in on how God does things in history, and as God “reincarnates” them in us, they leave an undeniable legacy.
Covenant is not only God’s method of saving Man, but also His method of maturing Man. To achieve His ends, Jesus delegates His authority to faithful (obedient) men—under oath—who can teach other faithful (obedient) men. Christ is king, and His kingdom requires governors. Every quest equips us to carry even greater authority. And when we drink with Jesus, we find forgiveness for sin, a renewed spirit, and are sworn in publicly for the next mission.
The cup also divides history. The past week is reflected upon; the next one is contemplated. We have gained wisdom, and we are to ask for more (James 1:5)
Moderns have God’s Word around the wrong way. We think we are wiser than God’s revelation. We come to the Bible with our “superior knowledge” to pick the eyes out of it in support of what we already know. We judge it as critics, rather than submitting to its rule as those to be judged, or assessed. We have indeed come a long way, but now we resent what got us here. We do what appears to be right in our own eyes, neglect the manufacturer’s instructions, and then we wonder why the wheels fall off. Sometimes we even blame God.
However, when we humbly submit to the Word of God and refuse to lean on our own understanding, we have the tools to judge between good and evil—the wisdom from above. This wisdom mortifies our arrogant Adamic insanity, and God makes us the exalted judges that we desired to be. With the eyes of God, we can see the world as it really is and interact with it in long-sighted ways that actually work.
ON A MISSION FROM GOD
one problem that arises with the separation of faith from history, of spirit from flesh, is our one-eyed definition of wisdom. Bible teachers give us the impression that our worldly pursuits are indeed vain. But God’s wisdom is anything but other-worldly. Peter Leithart writes:
“In large part, the historical discussions miss the point of biblical wisdom. In Scripture, wisdom is more closely associated with the skill of the woodcutter than with the ecstasies of the mystic. The Hebrew word for wisdom often means ‘artistic skill’ (Exodus 28:3; 31:3; 35:31; 1 Kings 7:14), and even where the reference is not directly to art, the aesthetic and practical dimension is not left behind. A furniture maker displays wisdom in craftsmanship, not only by knowing ‘causes’ but by excellence in the sheer physical activity of the craft. A musician displays wisdom in making music, a parent in training and guiding children. There is a craft or art to these endeavors, and overall Proverbs is a book of instruction concerning skillful living, teaching how to construct a life that is attractive, fitting, and beautiful.
Jesus, the incarnate wisdom, is wisdom in just this sense, the one who embodies, as Nicholas of Cusa said, the art of the Father, the craftsman who shapes the raw and ruined matter of this world into the kingdom of God, the teacher who instructs his disciples how to build well.”2
The Bible gives us the wisdom we need to carry out the work of God. However, as in Eden, God doesn’t give us easy answers to the dilemmas we face, and for good reason. His Word reshapes our imaginations to make us imaginative. The Creator has made us creators in His image. God is a good Father. We learn from our mistakes and our sins, but even in our obedience, He leaves us room to explore. God’s Law is the truth that truly sets us free. When we are Jesus’ slaves, vassal-kings under God, everything is ours.
TRUE PROGRESS
The rejection of Christ brings a loss of Covenantal purpose in our culture and robs life of meaning. our desires, our labors, our consumption, our projects and our glories are perceived as vanity or riddled with guilt.
Every domain we are given in life is a creative project. once this understanding is recovered, we can find enthusiasm for even the most menial of tasks. Every responsibility in life echoes the shape of the Covenant. Yes, even when you are mopping the floor, you are on a mission from God. The most repetitive maintenance tasks are repetitive precisely because they are future-oriented. They are short-term goals which are part of a long-term kingdom goal.
We live in a culture desperate to maintain the blessings of Christianity without Christ; do our rulers look for help to a Church integrated miraculously by God’s Law-Spirit, running families and businesses that are productive and prosperous because they are obedient and thus blessed by God? Or do they see Christianity’s skills shortage when it comes to practical management?
If a man cannot manage his household, he cannot be a steward of the Church. If the Church cannot manage its household, why would the world want its opinion on anything at all?
Practical management is productive government. Pharaoh saw it in Joseph. The Queen of Sheba saw it in Solomon. The modern world sees it in Western culture. What they are admiring is the expression, however imperfect, of the rule of Christ, and it is the desire of the nations. They will only submit to the Gospel when they see its source once again in an obedient Church.
The very idea of “progress” flows directly from the Great Commission. With the history of our origins rewritten, our progress has slowly become present-oriented instead of future-oriented. Our riches are dust in our mouths, a cup of despair. A meaningless past is a meaningless future, one that is formless and void.
SCIENCE FICTION, HISTORICAL FICTION
Our origins determine our destiny. To control the future, one must control history. Rewriting the first half of the story of necessity changes its conclusion. Those who hated the Bible in the 18th and 19th centuries successfully manufactured a human history that doesn’t require God. They had a receptive audience. People are willing to listen to any theory that says they did not come from the courtly decree of God, if it means they are not going to the courtroom of God.
For Christians, an acceptance of this new “history” requires that their faith be almost entirely separated from the real world. Maintaining a biblical destiny without a biblical origin requires a logical disconnect.
But the problem isn’t the Bible; it is the unbiblical worldview we have been fed as scientific and historical fact. This manufactured “story” of the world is simply not the story recorded in the Bible. Only one story, one testimony, can be historically true. So, the Bible has been reclassified—at least by the man on the street, who often has more common sense than the academic. The Bible is seen to be a product of men’s minds, just another ideology on the shelf in the supermarket of ideas, an imagined purpose in a meaningless universe. Rather than being an heir to the world, the Christian now lives on the atheist’s turf. The Bible must be interpreted through the filter of the unbeliever’s “reality.”
Thus, the mind of the modern Christian is incapable of receiving the Bible as it was intended. Our compromise with modern misinterpretations of the world makes much of it impossible to swallow. We believe it is the Word of God, but it seems incompatible with the world we believe we live in. As in Eden, it is the clash of two incompatible faiths.
Logically, one or the other must be tossed out. Yet, to bridge this gaping chasm, Christian academia has deemed much of the Bible obsolete. To do this, many plain statements of Scripture must be ignored.
This task of compromise is impossible. The Bible speaks so obviously with the authority such men deny it has. From the first word, it cuts through their buttery cleverness like a hot knife.
Certainly, the Bible is not easy to understand, but this is deliberate. It takes desire, discipline, time, meditation, a childlike imagination—and the indispensable guidance of the Spirit. God sent it not just as spiritual food but also as a regular workout that brings strength and maturity. Like Jacob, we are to wrestle with it, obeying in faith what we have learned before God reveals any more. It is a process designed by God to align us to His way of thinking, to make us wise and mature, able to judge between good and evil.
My main point in this chapter is that the completed Bible itself is often the cup that determines history, especially the historical continuity—the Succession—of individual churches and denominations. The faithful wrestle on in faith. The unfaithful wrestle the Scriptures to their own destruction (2 Peter 3:16). The “insanity” of the faithful is eventually vindicated. The wisdom of the unfaithful is shown to be bankrupt.
The Bible has a history of reviving and multiplying assemblies who repented of their unbelief, and burying in the dust those who attempted to water it down or swallowed the lies told about it by puffed up, unregen-erate men. The Western Church is a divided mess over the Bible because it is Knife-and-Fire. The divisions in some denominations over the authority of the Bible is exactly what Christ is after. The unrighteous frown upon those who would break communion with them, even while they drink their own judgment before God. A righteous split can be a Day of Atonement.
For the simple, the Bible is bread. But for the wise, it can be a divisive cup of blessings and curses. Those willing to submit to the Bible in faith are always the heirs of history. Those who hear the Word and are unwilling, whether they be prime ministers and presidents, scientists or Bible scholars, businessmen or bus drivers, end up as chaff on the summer threshing floor.
MAKING ALL THINGS NEW
The New Covenant scroll is still open, but one day it will close. That is what all Covenants do. Meanwhile, Jesus Himself is the Great Tree, because He is a king of vassal kings. The big book is complete and will never pass away. Our little books, no matter how small or divided, are still being written in its image.
Jesus is the Lord of history, so Jesus controls the future. We are to study His methods for glorifying the world in the past, and do likewise.
In fact, He calls us as a Covenant Body to do even greater things than He accomplished as Covenant Head. He was One Man. The Church is an army. Much has been given. Much will be required. As George MacDonald pointed out, God is easy to please but hard to satisfy.
WHAT’S NEXT?
The Bible is a glorious fractal whose form flows out of the life of the Trinity. At every level it replicates for us the creative “process” within the Godhead. As in nature, even the most random, unfathomable, varied and complex beauty in the Scriptures can be traced back to its origin in a simple mathematical formula. It is the framework that makes the beauty achievable.
We have been trained to think that the new heavens and new earth will be finished, “solid state.” They will most certainly be holy, and restful, but based upon the Bible’s structure we would be foolish to believe they—or we—will be “static.” Is it too much to assume that the Church’s history, once complete, will only be the forming of a greater filling?
In any trade we ply, even as Spirit-filled craftsmen, our greatest work is done at the end. The best wine is yet to come.
“Heaven will be wonderful (understatement).
It will be more wonderful than we can imagine, even ifour imaginations weren’t so stunted by marshmallow visions. You will have a body more physical than this one. Heaven will be hard and bright, and the winds will be strong. You will have the body and the eyes and the purified, well-aged soul to bear it.”
N. D. Wilson, Notes from the Tilt-A-Whirl.
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This brings us to one of the strangest chapters in the
Bible, Zechariah 5. Please read it before continuing,

The book of Zechariah has two perts. The first
contains visions of the forming ang filling of the
Restoration Covenant. The second part contains visions
of its de-forming and de-filling, leading up to the Jewish
War and the destruction of Herod's Temple. Between
these two “tablets,” there is, as always, a test concern-
ng food. Here, ironically, it is Israel's unholy fasting.

The first part contains eight visions. In reality, this is
seven visions which follow the Bible Matrix. At
Conquest, the outpouring of the Sanctions, the Ark of the
Covenant, missing since before the Babylonian captiv-
ity, is seen in heaven as a flying Covenant scroll. Just as
Jesus' words would judge His hearers, so the tablets of
Moses would have the last word over the new lsrzel.
The resurrected “bride” would be cut in two.

There were two goats on the Day of Atonement, and
there are two Arks in this vision. The scroll has the
same dimensions as the Tebernacle, and of the cheru-
bim and the Ark comained in Solomon’s Temple.

As the first goat, the Ark of Moses had "ascended to
God™ during the captivity, never to be returned. This
Ark-goat had “died” to create a Jerusalem free of the
public sins of idolatry and violence. Solomon’s “firma-
ment” over the nations had been rolled up.

The death of the Ark provided a new firmament, the
new Covenant predicted by Jeremian. A new scroll was
spread across the heavens, and a new Jerusalem was
created by God.
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Pentecost - New ruler
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 Maturity (brothers / Gentiles / resurrection of the body):
So he (the new Creation body)
went to him (delegation by Spirit)
and bandaged his wounds,
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and he set him on his own animal,
(fuithfil Gentile donkey/peacemaker)
brought him to an inn,
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and took care of him. (Shelser and rest)
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Twill repay you." (Booths - Succession)
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“So which of these three (Transcendence)
do you think was ncighbor (Hierarchy)
o him who fell among the thieves?” (Ethics)
And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.”
(Sanctions)
Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”
(Succession)

(Luke 10:30-37 [NKJV])
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TRANSCENDENCE
Ark - “Draw near, O nations, to hear, and give
attention, O peoples! (in-Sabbath: wake up!)

HIERARCHY
Veil - For the Lord is enraged against all the
nations, and furious againsc all cheir host;
(un-Passover: exposure to heaven’s wrath)

ETHICS
Alar - he has devoted them to destruction,
Table - has given them over for slaughter.
(un-Firstfiuits: no near-bringing)

Lampstand - Their shain shall be cast out,
(the darkness of un-Pentecosr)

Incense - and the stench of their corpses
shall rise; (n-Trumpers: mulsituces of dead)

SANCTIONS
Mediators - the mountains shall flow with their
blood. All the host of heaven shall rot away,
and the skies roll up like a scroll.
(un-Coverings: Covenant authority removed)

SUCCESSION
Rest - All their hose shall fall, as leaves fall from
the vine, like leaves falling from the fig trec.
(un-Booths: armies of Iael scarrered)

(Isaiah 34:1-4)
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DANIEL'S SEVEN SEALS

© Sabbath - Daniel resists the offer of kingdom
without priestly obedience

@ Passover - Daniel shelters the wise men by

interpreting Nebuchadnezzar’s nigh vision

(w) Firstfruits - Daniel’s mighty men are
offered on a false Altar (LAW OF MAN)

® Pentecost - The king of kings is humbled

as a beast and regains his kingdom as a
man (LAW OF GOD)

% Trumpets - Daniel warns Belshazzar that the
kingdom is about to fall. He has drunk from
the Lords prophetic cup and been found
“wanting” (LAW OF GOD’S MAN)

& Atonement - Daniel survives the lions’ den,
and is “resurrected” from the sealed “tomb”

€9 Booths - Daniel is given a vision of the end of the
Restoration Covenant era, the final Old Covenant
Succession





images/00107.jpg
TRUE
SLAVERY

lavery to sin s true slavery [ie. the
Soppasu:e of moral liberty). But even sin
Goes not negate natural liverty. The

slave to sin is free from righteousness, but is
still not free from his own desires.

Sin's slave loves sin, and consequently obeys
his impulses. As a creature, the slave to sin is
naturally free to do what he wants, which is to
continue in sin... Like all men, he is not free to
choose what is repulsive to him, and true
godliness is repulsive to him.

Douglas Wilson, Douglas Jones, Roger Wagner and
David Hagopian, Back to Basics: Rediscovering the
Richness of the Reformed Faith, p.
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© Ascension (Covenant head - un-Temple):
“Likewise a Levite, (An Adam with access)
when he arrived at the place,
came and looked, (Covenant Eyes - false Judge)
and passed by on the other side. (Unjust Sanctions)
(No shelter, no Succession)

i &

Again, a five-point stanza. Again, no healing
Atonement; just a passing by. The priest and Levite
wished to remain ceremonially, clean. Their lack of
mercy made them unclean before God.

@) Testing (the true Ruler):
“But a corcain Samaritan, (Ourside the camp)
as he journeyed, (Exodus)
came where he was. (Nearbringing)
And when he saw him,
(Covenant Eyes - a true Judge)
he had compassion. (Law of Love)

i &

This is a deliberate three-and-a-half. The Samaritan
does not avert his eyes. It indicates a failure of Old
Covenant Adam. Old Israel dies in the wilderness. The
0ld Covenant ends in the fire on the Altar—the Ethics
poured out by the Spirit.





images/00076.jpg
THE GATES OF HELL

Jeremiah said the people would return to possess the
Land, and he even redeemed some land as 2 sign. The
Temple-restoring king, Josiah, had prefigured not only
the Lord's coming judgment on idolaters but also His
power to renew the Covenant,

The Lord gave a similar sign to the northern kingdom
in the prophet Jonah, whose name means “dove.” When
Isrzel would not repent, He sent His Spirit to a peaple
who would listen, to provoke Israel to jealousy.

In Deuteronomy 32, Moses repeated 2 song from the
Lord to the lsraelites, warning them that if they
worshiped idols, He would provoke them to anger by
turning to the Gentiles. Jonah knew this, so the repen-
tance of Nineveh was a very bad sign for his parish.

The Lord showed Jonah that revellious Israel would
be guarded for a time under the "shade” of Assyria.

When the northern kingdom refused to repent, the
Assyrians flooded in and swallowed up the entire
Land—all but Jerusalem, protected behind its walls.
Isrzel was truly shadowed by a tree that sprouted
overnight—the "booth” of Assyria.

Eventually, Assyria was also swallowed by Babylon. In
fact, all the nations that had featured in Israel’s history
were judged by God, consumed and de-Created. This is
why the books of the prophets contain so many oracles
2gainst these surrounding nations. They were “mighty
men,” Canaznite nations made strong by their “inter-
marriage” with the Covenant people. The Lord was
using a “flood” to wash them all away and create a new
world. Babylon was a tomb, but God would transform it
Into an ark.
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The Ark brings the command. The Covenant mediators
are the stars in the firmament. The holy fire of the
Ethics will be tipped out upon them, not for transforma-
tion on the Altar but for destruction.

The irony of the stench of corpses is highlighted by
the literary structure. Flesh was not to be offered inside
the Tent, only innocent blood. God would defile His own
house as He defiled the altars of Jeroboam.

At Sanctions, the old garment rots away. The
Covenant "sky” is torn and rolled up like a scroll. This
era of history would come to an end

Finally, instead of shelter and fruit, we have falling
leaves at Booths, the nakedness of Adam,
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The final verse of Psalm 137 is shocking to modern
ears. But this verse refers to “negative” Succession
arrangements. The request was fulfilled in the fall of
Belshazzar's kingdom to the Persians. It was the Lord
who dashed Belshazzar's future generations against
the rock, in the same way that the Lord had slain the
sons of Zedekiah before his eyes at the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar.

This negative succession is the kingdom being taken
away and given to a nation that will bear fruit, in both
works and godly offspring. Jesus threatened the Jewish
polity with the same fate in Matthew 21. He put “those
wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard
to other tenants who [would] give him the fruits in their
seasons.”

Have another look over the seven stanzas, and you
may see the entire Psalm’s structure subtly reflected in
each of them.
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In this divided rite, Jesus takes the Old Covenant “body
of Moses” and tears it in two to make a new “bridal”
body.

In the structure of the Last Supper, this rite appears
at Ascension.

Notice that the Ethics "kill” the body in the first cycle,
but give the Spirit freely in the second. Three thousand
were cursed at the first Pentecost, and three thousand
were liberated at the second.
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THE BIBLE MATRIX

Creation

Day 1
Light - Night & Day
(Ark of the Covenant)

Day2
Waters divided
(Weil)

Day3
Dry Land,
G & Fruit
(Alear & Table)

Day 4
Ruling Lights
(Lampstand)

Day's
Birds & Fish
(Incense Alar)

Day 6
Animals & Man

(Mediators: High)
Priest & Sucrifices)

Day7
Rest & Ruling
(Shekinah Glory)

Dominion Feasts
Genesis Sabbath
Creation (promise of rest)

© God rest
Exodus Passover
Division (sin covered)
® Adans sin removed.
Leviticus Firstfruits
Ascension (priesthood)
[w) Adam brought

10 God

Numbers Pentecost
Testing (harvest)
Law revealed

Deuteronomy Trumpets
Maturity (armies)
e Eve brought 10 God
Joshua Atonement
Conguest (sin expelled)
N Eve removed
Sfrom sin

Judges Booths
Glorification (ingathering)

Adams rest

(v}





images/00061.jpg
SUCCESSION
€ Glorification - O daughter of Babylon,
doomed to be destroyed,
blessed shall he be who repays you
with what you have done to us!
Blessed shall he be who takes your lictle ones
and dashes them against the rock! (Scartering)
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ELISHA'S SHORT FUSE
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This is one of the most “offensive” narratives in the Old
Testament, but only if we ignore its Covenant context.

Firstly, as a nation of priests to the nations, judgment
had to degin at the house of God. Israel’s responses to
God would bring great blessings or great curses

Secondly, after the showdown between the Elijah and
the priests of Baal, Ahab did not repent. Elijah became
the new Moses of an interim covenant with 2 remnant
of believers [Romans and Revelation both refer to this
7000 remnant as the pattern repeats itself in the first
century). That is why there are two "water crossings.”

You might alse notice the “head and body” of the sacri-
fice ritual from Leviticus 1. Perhaps the insult referred
to the ascension of Elijah as the covering “head.”

Being torn apart by beasts was a Covenant curse.
These bears, as two prophetic witnesses, prefigured
the invasions of Assyria and Babylon.

The chiléren o youths are from Bethel, home to one
of Jeroboam’s golden calves. They are the “children of
Jezebel.” and the idolatrous/adulterous woman will
have no children [Numbers 5], but the faithful woman
will have many.

So, as Israel’s Succession is cut off, the Succession of
the believing Gentiles in Jericho is restored, picturing
the grafting in of the Gentiles in the first century.

Water, fire, salt and wine are symbols of judgment. In
small quantities they bring life and keep death (defile-
ment) at bay. In large quantities, God Uses them to destroy
an irredeemable culture. Elisha's judgment makes
Jezebel into Lot's wife, and [for the purpose of provoking
Israel to jealousy) Jericho into a new Jerusalem!
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Creation - Jesus
Division - took bread
Ascension - gave thanks
Testing - broke it
Maturity - commanded them
Congquest - identified it with His body
Glorification - and the disciples ate it
Creation - Jesus
Division - took the cup
Ascension - gave thanks
Testing - gave it to them
Maturity - commanded them
Congquest - identified it with His blood

Glorification - and the disciples drank it and
sang a psalm before they went out
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TRANSCENDENCE
Creation - “Then the priest shall write these curses in
a book and wash them off into the water of bitterness.

HIERARCHY

Division - And he shall make the woman drink the
water of bitterness that brings the curse, and the
water that brings the curse shall ener into her and
cause bitter pain.

ETHICS
Ascension - And the pricst shall take the grain
offering of jealousy out of the womans hand and
shall wave the grain offering before the Lord and
bring it to the altar.

Testing - And the pricst shall take a handful of
the grain offering, as its memorial portion,

and burn it on the altar, and afterward shall
make the woman drink the water.

Maturity - And when he has made her drink the
water, then, if she has defiled herself and has
broken faith with her husband,

SANCTIONS

Conquest - the water that brings the curse shall
enter into her and cause bitter pain, and her womb
shall swell, and her thigh shall fall away, and the
woman shall become a curse among her people.

SUCCESSION
Glorification - But if the woman has not defiled
herself and is clean, then she shall be free and shall

conceive children.”






images/00065.jpg
COVENANT HISTORY

ARK
€ Creation - World united as one blood  (Sabbath)
NOAH

VEIL
© Division - World divided by blood (Passover)
ABRAHAM - CIRCUMCISION - HEAD

BRONZE ALTAR
O Ascension - Centralized priesthood ~ (Firstfiuits)
ISRAEL - EARTHLY MEDIATORS

LAMPSTAND
©  Testing - The harvest begins (Pentecoss)
THE CHRIST

INCENSE ALTAR

% Maturity - Centralized priesthood  (Trumpers)
FIRSTFRUITS CHURCH -
HEAVENLY MEDIATORS

LAVER
@  Conquest - World divided by water (Aronement)
THE WHOLE CHRIST - BAPTISM - BODY

REST
© Glorification - World united by one Spirit(Boozhs)
ETERNITY
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TRANSCENDENCE

€) Creation - God's word comes as initiator. The

®
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prophes are told that Flijah will ascend (Sabbarh)

HIERARCHY
Division - Elisha follows Elijah into the wilderness.
Elijah parcs the Jordan wih his cloak, and the two.
parts of the *sacrifice” are washed (Leviticus 1)
(Pussover)
ETH
Ascension - Elijah, who is the flaming chariot,
ascends to heaven as the head of the “sacrifice”
(Firsfiuits)
Testing - lisha reccives Elijah's robe (the skin of
the sacrifice given to the priest) and a “double
mouthful” of the Spirit (Pentecost)

Maturity - Elisha’s house is established when
Elijah cannot be found (the hiddennass of Moses)
(Trumpers)

SANCTIONS
Conquest - Elisha tips a bowl of salt water into the
bitter spring of Jericho and lifis the curse of
barrenness from the Land. False prophet interns (or
children) threaten Elisha and are caten by beasts
(bears) as the goat sent to destruction (Atonement)

SUC ION
Glorification - Elisha returns “home” as a new Joshua
(Booths)

@ Kings 2)
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FEVER
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All of the Old Testament references to fever seem to
2pply to Covenant curses. This does not mean that our
fevers are personal curses from God. It means fevers,
though real, are symbols of something else.

At Creation, Jesus enters the house 2s Light

At Division, we have the prostration of symbolic death.
The presence of Jesus has brought the demonic out
into the open in Judah. The battle is no longer against
lesh and blood. This stanza of Matthew 8 is about
putting out the false fires that were plaguing the holy
people. Peter’s mother-in-law is the Firstfruits.

The presence of Jesus is also a consuming fire.
Released from the false fire, the woman can “walk
around in the furnace” with the Son of God.

The reference to her serving them as “Table” is
orilliant as evidence and also in its placement. Like
Jesus, the Bride was saved to serve.

The Lampstand is net split into seven lights but the
five Words of an unfulfilled scroll. At night, Jesus brings
& new day. The false fire, the demonic Lampstand of the
Oral Law, is at the centre. The sick are given rest and a
future.

The prophetic witness here is the word of Isaiah. The
High Priest lifts and carries the heavy burdens of Israsl.

Finzlly, we have Jesus as tree and the people as fruit.
Jesus moves onto the next task
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TRANSCENDENCE
€) Creation - Jesus prays for Himself (Sabbarh)

HIERARCHY

¥ Division - He then prays for the disciples, who
now know the source of Jesus authority. He
asks for their protection (Passover)

ETHICS
() Ascension - He prays for unity with them by
the Spiric once He has ascended as Firstfiuits

Testing - None has been lost except the
one doomed to destruction (Pentecost)

#  Maturity - He prays that as despised
witnesses (martyrs) they may be protected
from the evil one (Trumpers)

SANCTIONS
&) Conquest - He asks that they may be sanctified
by His own sanctification (Aronement)

SUCCESSION

€ Glorification - He prays for those who will
believe in Him in the future through cheir faith-
ful witness (Booths)
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We saw that in some sense, the persons of the Godhead
are “divided,” or made distinct, to cut a Covenant of
external Word-Law. This distinction of the Son from the
Father is filled by the Spirit

Then, the Spirit divides the Son to cut a New
Covenant, internal Spirit-Law. The Ethics are opened by
His obedience to form a Holy Place for a New Creation.

Finally, the Spirit divides the “corporate” Man to form
the Bride. Between the “three” of heaven and the
“seven” of Creation is the five-fold hand of God.

Perhaps there is also some significance in the
additions of the three and the five being eight (a new
beginning: the Mediator - Alpha) and the five and the
seven being twelve [the Mediators - Omegal.
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TRANSCENDENCE
© Ark - And when Jesus entered Peter’s house,
(Sabbath)

HIERARCHY
¥ Veil - he saw his mother-in-law lying sick with a
fever. (Passover)

ETHICS
O Altar - He touched her hand, and the feverleft her,
Table - and she rose and began to serve him.
(Firstfruits)
® Lampstand - (Pentecost)
That evening
(Transcendence)
they brought to him many
(Hierarchy)
who were oppressed by demons,
(Ethics)
and he cast our the spirits with a word
(Sanctions)
and healed all who were sick.
(Succession)

®  Maurity - This was to fulfill what was spoken
by the prophet Isaiah: (Trumpers)
SANCTIONS
©  Mediator - “He took our illnesses and bore our
diseases.” (Atonement)
SUCCESSION
@ Rest - Now when Jesus saw a crowd around him, he

gave orders to go over to the other side. (Baorhs)

(Matthew 8:14-18)
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€ Creation - “And the angel whom I saw standing
on the Sea and on the Land

¥ Division - raised his right hand to heaven and

swore by him who lives forever and ever,

O Ascension - who created heaven and what is
in it, the Land and what is in it, and the Sea
and whac is in it,

® Testing - that there would be no more

delay, but that in the days

(] Maturity - of the trumpet call to be
sounded by the seventh angel,

& Conquest - the mystery of God would be
fulfilled,

© Glorification - just as he announced to his
servants the prophets.”

(Revelation 10:5-7)
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€) Creation - God gives life to a man

& Division - The man is set apart for

service
(w] Ascension - God brings him near
and gives him a mission
Testing - His loyalty to God is
tested
() Maturity - 1f successful, the man

is rewarded with plunder

Y Conguest - The man appears before
God again

€9 Glorification - God gives rest to the
man. Because he was faithful, God also
gives him greater authority
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Notice that the Tabernacle furniture itself, of course,
also aligns with this structure of events, being a micro-
cosmos. The New Covenant fulfills and covers the Old.
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TAVERNACLES

The parable of the Good Samaritan is a literary master-
piece. A “Covenant literary analysis’ uncovers some
pure gold in the structure of Jesus' words, including
some delicious ironies.

For such an in-depth survey, it is more helpful if the
comments are interspersed throughout the passage.

© Creation (Sabbath defiled):
“A cercain man (an Adam, a Jew)
went down (delegation)
from Jerusalem to Jeticho, (Covenant mission)
and fell among thieves, (Serpents)
who stripped him of his clothing,
(Adanss nakedness)
wounded him, and depared,
(un-Covering. Notice the two gouts)
leaving him half dead. (No Succession)

® Division (human delegation - un-Passover):
“Now by chance a certain priest
came down that road. (Delegated)
and when he saw him,
(Covenant Eyes - fale Judge)
he passed by on the other side.
(Sanctions: Judged as cursed - ironic Passover)
(No shelser, no Succession)

1 &

A five-point stanza indicates a Covenant duty that is
unfulfilled. The Priest is an unfaithful delegate.
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TRANSCENDENC

€) Heis the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of

£ 4

all creation.

HIERARCHY
For by him all things were created, in heaven and
on carth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authoritics—all things were
created through him and for him.
ETHICS
And he is before all things, and in him all
things hold together. And he is the head of the
body, the church. He is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he
mighe be preeminent.
For in him all the fullness of God was
pleased to dwell, and through him to
reconcile to himsclfall things, whether on
carth or in heaven, making peace by the
blood of his cross.
And you, who once were alicnated and hostile
in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now
reconciled in his body of flesh by his death,

SANCTIONS
in order to present you holy and blameless and
above reproach before him, if indecd you continue
in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from
the hope of the gospl that you heard,

Sut

SION

€9 which has been proclaimed in all creation under

heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.

(Colossians 1:15-23)
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TRANSCENDENCE
€) Creation - Then God said, “Let there be a
firmament in the midst of the waters,

HIERARCHY
¥ Division - and let it divide the waters from the
waters.”

ETHICS
() Ascension - Thus God made the firmament,
and divided the waters which were under the
Sfirmament

> O]

Maturity - from the waters which were above
the firmament;
and it was so.

SANCTIONS
&Y Conquest - And God called the firmament
Heaven.
SUCCESSION

9 Glorification - So the evening and the morning
were the second day.

(Genesis 1:6-8 [NKJV])
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TRANSCENDENCE
€) Day 1 - Leviticus 1:4. The Spirit comes into the
world, bringing light. The sacrificial animal, made
of carth (Genesis 1:24), represents both man and
also the cosmos which man represents before God.
The offerer laying his hand on the animal parallels
the Spirit coming into the creation to work with it.

HIERARCHY
Day 2 - Leviticus 1:5a. The animal is slain.
Appointed as a covering (v. 4, mistranslated as
“atonement”), it becomes a firmament between

God and man, covering man’ sins from God's
eyes.

ETHICS

©  Day3- Leviticus 1:5b-6. The alar symbolizes
dry land. Blood is dashed against its side and
dribbles down o its base, as the waters ran off
the carth on Day 3 and at the Flood. Then the
animal s skinned and cut inco pieces. The fruit
trees and grain planes, the foundations of wine
and bread, parallel the blood and flesh of the
animal.
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Day 4 - Leviticus 1:7. God establishes His
hearchfires on the firmament over the carth:
sun, moon, and stars. The priests put the
holy fire, which came from heaven
(Leviticus 9:24) on the altar.

Day 5 - Leviticus 1:8. The head and far, the
clean outer and inner parts of the animal, are
burnt and turned into smoke (multitudes) as

food for God.

SANCTIONS

Day 6 - Leviticus 1:9a. Animals and men are
made from carch. The guts and legs, the unclean
inner and outer parts, are baptized and then
offered. These represent most fully the offerer,
restored by baptism, and thus correspond to the
creation of Adam and Eve on Day 6.

SUCCESSION

€9 Day?7 - Leviticus 1:9b. Sabbach. The offering ascends

as food, as a soothing (restful) aroma to Yahweh.

Once its purpose is understood, a rite which seemed so
primitive and distasteful bas a deliberate and visceral
beaury. I is unexpectedly profound.
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INSIDE THEMSELVES

The Covenant cup cuts off the old history in death and
speaks a new “resurrected” Covenant with becter
promises. From Jeremiah 31:

€) Creation - “Behold, the days arc coming, declares the
Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Isracl and the house of Judah,

HIERARCHY

& Division - not like the covenant that I made with
cheir fathers on the day when I took them by the
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypr,

ETHICS
() Ascension - my covenant tha they broke, though
I was their husband, declares the Lord. But this is
the covenant that I will make the house of
Isracl after those days, declares the Lord:

® Testing - I will put my law within them, and [
will write it on their hearts.

@ Maturity - And [ will be their God, and they
shall be my people.

SANCTIONS

Conquest - And no longer shall each one teach his
neighbor and cach his brother, saying, ‘Know the
Lord. for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, declares the Lord.

SuC 1ON
€9 Glorification - For I will forgive their iniquity, and |
will remember their sin no more.”
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The complete Week is the perfect relationship of the
Trinity fulfilled in Creation. All the information for the
full-grown tree is contained in the seed. But the seed
has to fall into the ground and die. Every filling leads to
2 greater breaking and an even greater filling.
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TRANSCENDENCE
Genesis - Word rejected: Jonah recognizes God's direc-
tive to warn the king of Nineveh as a judgment upon
Isracl and rebels against it (Word to jonah)
HIERARCHY
Exodus - Waters: Jonah cxiles himself, embarks on a
ship and passes through the sca (death of Nineveh)
ETHIC!
Leviticus - Priesthood established: The Lord
appears in a storm. Jonah reveals that his God is
the One who made the LAND and the Sea, and
the Gentile sailors are converted. Jonah sacrifices
hiuself for them (death of Jonah)
Numbers - A Jealous God: Jonah is swallowed
by a sca baast and is “threshed” for three days
(iransformation in the grave)

Deuteronomy - Priesthood received: Like the Ark
which plagued the Philistines, Jonah is vomited by
the fish back into the LAND. He preaches “the
Law’ to the brutal Ninevites (resurrection of Jonah)
SANCTIONS
Joshua - Waters (Laver): Jonah recognizes Ni
repentance as a sign of judgment upon Isracl—
Assyrids repentance would only make her stronger
(resurrection of Nineveh)

SUC

eveh’s

ION

€ Judges - Word rejected: Jonah s not happy with this

ironic expansion of the kingdom. God shades him

with a miraculous “booth” and then kills it from

underground. He reminds Jonah of the purpose of the
Feast of Tabernacles: Gentile salvacion (Ward to Jonah)
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At the centre of the chissm, Jonah's prayer from the
belly of the sea beast follows the same pattern. It
alludes to the de-Creation of Noah's flood. Soon, Israel’s
mountains would also be covered, by Assyria, and then
by Babylon, and this would be the prayer of God's
people in captivity.

Notice the mirrored references to the Holy Temple on
either side of the Testing holy fire. Just like Jonah's
“temple,” the captivity would transform Temple
worship from rebellion against the external decrees of
God concerning idolatry into a miraculous internal
faithfulness. Israel never worshiped graven images
again.

Jonah's prayer describes the grave as a prison with
gates or bars, a stronghold where the dead are justly
incarcerated, awaiting judgment. King Hezekiah 2lso
used this language [Isaizh 38:10]

There was only one Man who could set these captives
free. By repeating the sign of Jonah, He would bind the
“strong man” guarding the gates, and then He would
plunder the house [Matthew 12:24-29, 39-41).
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TRANSCENDENCE
€ Creation - Let this mind be in you which was also
in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God,
did not consider it robbery to be equal with God,

HIERARCHY
©  Division - buc made Himself of no reputation,
taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in
the likeness of men.

ETHICS

©  Ascension - And being found in appearance
as a man, He humbled Himself and became
obedient to the poinc of death, even the
death of the cross.

® Testing - Therefore God also has highly
exalted Him and given Him the name
which is above every name,

#  Maurity - thac ac the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of
those on [the Land], and of those under [the

Land],

SANCTIONS / OATH
& Congquest - and that every ronguc should
confess chat Jesus Christ is Lord,

SUCCESSION
€ Glorification - to the glory of God the Father.

(Philippians 2:5-11)
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This chart is not as complicated as it might look at first
glance. There are really only two things to notice.

Firstly, that the pattern of the relationship between
Father and Son is replicated “fractally” at a greater
level in the Bride, the Church.

Secondly, that the Son's Ascension to the Father
allows the Father to send His “oldest servant,” (Genesis
24:2) the Spirit, to search for the Bride. Like Abraham's
servant, the Spirit finds her at a well, the Laver.
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TRANSCENDENCE
© Word (Lament) - Sabbath: 1 called out to the Lord,
out of my distress, and he answered me; out of the
belly of Sheol I cried, and you heard my voice.

HIERARCHY

® Waters (sin covered) - Passover: For you cast me
into the decp, into the heart of the scas, and the
flood surrounded me; all your waves and your
billows passed over me.

ETHI
O Priesthood (given) - Firstfruis: Then 1 said, 1 am
driven away from your sight; yc [ shall again look
upon your HOLY TEMPLE.
Wilderness (tomb) - Pentecost: The waters
closed in over me to take my life; the deep
surrounded me; weeds were wrapped about my
head at the roots of the mounains. T went down
o the land whose bars closed upon me forever;
yet you brought up my life from the pit, O Lord
my God.
®  Priesthood (received) - Trumpets: When my life
was fainting away, I remembered the Lord, and my
prayer came to you, into your HOLY TEMPLE.

SANCTIONS
O Waters (sin expelled) - Atonement: Those who pay
regard to vain idols forsake their hope of stcadfast

love.
SUCCESSION
© Word (Thanksgiving) - Tubernacles: But I with the

voice of thanksgiving will sacrificc to you; what I have

vowed Twill pay. Salvation belongs to the Lord!
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THE MISSION - COVENANT HEAD

TRANSCENDENCE
Genesis - God’s work in the Patriarchs

HIERARCHY
Exodus - The Lord institutes
a centralized priesthood

ETHICS
Leviticus - The Laws of the
priesthood are “opened”

SANCTIONS
Numbers - The unbelievers
die in the wilderness

SUCCESSION
Deuteronomy - Moses speaks as
“Great Prophet” to the next generation,
and Joshua succeeds him
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© Creation - If anyone hears my words and does
not keep them, (Sabbath)

Division - [ do not judge him; (Passover)

©  Ascension - for I did not come to judge the
world but to save the world. (Firsfuirs)
® Testing - The one who rejects me
(Pentecost)
% Maturity - and does not receive my words

has a judges (Trumpers)

& Congquest - the word that I have spoken will
judge him (Aronement)

© Glorification - on the last day. (Booths)
(John 12:47-48)
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€) Crearion - God gives life to a tree and it
grows to full height

@ Division- Man cuts down the tree and
begins a new, more glorious cycle

©  Ascension - Man brings it near, shapes
it with tools and builds a house

Trees dic, lose their “fig leaves” glory and are resur-
rected, covered instead in silver and gold as a dwelling,
place for the Spiric of glory. Glorious nature becomes
even more glorious culsure.

God took Moses up the mountain and showed him
the heavenly Dwelling, He gave Moses a blucprint,
and then He sent the Spirit-filled artisans, Bezalel and
Aholiab, to make it a reality—out of raw materials
plundered from Egypt and mined from the wilderness.
Once complete, the Lotd's glory moved in.

® Testing - Man brings the house to
“lock-up” stage. He has made it safe

©  Marity- He moves in his “plunder”
from the world and furnishes it

& Conguest- Finally, it is ready for
perfumes, pets, and people
€ Glorification - and it is a safe place to rest,
relate, slecp, grow, and of course, party

All of chis is basic to us, but my reason for spelling it
out like this is to demonstrate another facet of Law-
and-Grace as a continuous, unified process.
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#* TRANSCENDENCE

“The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophe like
me from among you, from your brothers—it is ro him you
shall listen—just as you dasired of the Lord your God ar
Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said.

§# HIERARCHY

“Ler me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God or
sce this great fire any more, lest 1 die.” And the Lord said
to me, “They are right in whar they have spoken.

<@/ ETHICS

Twill raise up for them a prophet like you from anong
their brothers. And [ will put my words in his mouth,
and he shall speak to them all thar | command him.

. SANCTIONS
And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall
speak in my name, | myself will require it of him. Bur the
prophar who presumes to speak a word in my name thar |
have nor commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the
name of other gods. that same prophet shall dic.”

« SUCCESSION

And if you say in your heart, ‘How may we know the
word thar the Lord has nor spoken?’— when a prophet
speaks in the name of the Lord. if the word does not come
to pass or come true, that is a word that the Lord has not
spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You
need nor be afraid of him.”

(Deuteronomy 18:15-22)
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Anather of Paul's literary “Creations” follows. Notice
the divided [distinct) authorities at Hierarchy, and the
High Priest’s holding all things together at Ascension.

Because of His ministry, at Sanctions there is no
condemnation, no curses, only blessings.

Finally, Paul carries on the Covenant baton at
Succession. He goes on to describe his own “filling up
of the sufferings of Christ for the sake of the Body.
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TRANSCENDENCE

€) Genesis - I mean that the heir, as long as he is a

*

child, is no different from a slave, though he is
the owner of everything,

HIERARCHY

Exodus - but he is under guardians and
managers until the date sec by his father.

ETHICS

Leviticus - In the same way we also, when
we were children, were enslaved o the
clementary principles (sroicheia) of the
world (LAW).

Numbers - But when the fullness of

time had come, God sent forch his Son,

born of woman, born under the LAW,
Deuteronomy - to redeem those who were
under the LAW, so that we might receive
adoption as sons.

SANCTIONS

Joshua - And because you are sons, God has
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hears,
crying, “Abba! Father!”

SUCCESSION

€ Judges - So you are no longer a slave, but a son,

and if a son, then an heir through God.

(Galatians 4:1-7)
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THE MISSION - COVENANT BODY

TRANSCENDENCE
€ Genesis - God’s CALL to Israel through a Single
Mediator (Sabbath)

HIERARCHY
©  Exodus - A people leaves the world for worship,
(Passover)
ETHICS
©  Leviticus - draws near to God and is given

instructions, (Firstfiuis)

® Numbers - and is put to death under the
Law (Pentecost)

»  Deuteronomy - A resurrected generation is
given the instructions (Trumpers)

SANCTIONS
& Joshua - An army reenters the world for
government (Aronement)

SUCCESSION
© Judges - A Corporate Mediator (Isracl, as a
mediating shelter) CALLS the world (Booths)
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€) Creation - Moses brings an end to the slavery
with plague ten as God’s climactic word to
Pharaoh (Sabbath)

@ Division - The Hebrews leave Egype after the
sacrifice and escape through the waters (death)
(Passover)

O Ascension - Moses ascends Sinai to the
Lord’s throne and returns with the Laws and
instructions for the Tabernacle (Firsefruits)

Testing - Aaron makes a golden calf and

3000 are killed as the Law is applied.
Moses breaks the tablets (Penrecost)

% Maturity - The Laws are given a second
time, Moses is transfigured, and the house of
the Lord is built (Trumpers)

%

Conquest - God's glory fills the Tabernacle,
and the Levites begin their miniscry of sacrifice
as living waters (a Laver) for the 70 nations
(resurrection) (Atonement)

€ Stagnation - Israel sins ten times, and the final
sin halts their advance. Although the twelve spies
recurn with grapes (2 promise of wine), Isracl fails
t0 enter Canaan, and then disobeys the Lord by
attempting to enter without Him (Un-Booths)
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The Lord calls (4rk)

Moses is set apart (Veil)
Moses draws near and is silent while the
Lord speaks (Altar)
Moses receives the two tablets,
servanthood and kingdom, bread and
wine (7able)

Moses “opens” the Law (Lampstand)

The people receive the Law (Zncense)

The people qualify to rule (Mediators)

and feast with God (Shekinah)
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The Lord calls us to prayer
We willingly fall, humbled, at His feec
He lifis us up to make us “fleshly Words”
We wrestle in prayer, our words as a weapon
God faichfully brings the increase
“The bars and gates of hell are broken

and the captives are freed.
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TRANSCENDENCE

€) Creation - Our Father in heaven,
Let your name be treated with reverence,

HIERARCHY
¥ Division - Let your kingdom come,

ETHICS
©  Ascension - Let your will be done on carth

[the Land] as it is in heaven [Adam draws
near to receive the pattern]. Give us today
our daily bread, and forgive us our debrs,
as we also have forgiven our debrors.

® Testing - And lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from the
evil one.

#  Maurity - For yours is the kingdom
[Adam recognizes that he is a vassal]

SANCTIONS
& Conquest - and the power [grace to conquer]
SUCCESSION

€ Glorification - and the glory, forever. Amen.
(Matthew 6:9-13)
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TRANSCENDENCE
€) Creation - A miraculous new life

HIERARCHY

&  Division - Separation to a new hous

ETHICS

(W) Ascension - Nourishment

® Testing - Strength

() Maturity - Wisdom
SANCTIONS

&Y Conquest - Family authority

SUCCESSION
€9 Glorification - Marriage, children,
social authority
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Transcendence: God is my boss
Hierarchy: I'm in charge
Ethics: What do I have to do?
Sanctions: What do I ger?

Succession: And whac's nexs?





images/00035.jpg
the prophets speak. It is the time of the
two (or three) legal witnesses.

As we have seen, these last three points are the Ethics of
the Covenant expanded. It is the Law allowed to

bloom in a faithful mediator as “Hear - See - Speak.”

Marrity is the prophet, old, physically incapaci-
tated with age, ready to be poured out as an offering,
training the Timothys. His witness/blood allows God
o judge (assess) those under his miniscry (che prophets
speak to the kings!). His deparcure, like that of Moses,
brings the dawn of the Day of the Lord.

(\]

Conquest - Adam as Great Prophet (Laver).
This is the Ascension of the Body, the begin-
ning of the Churchis government. On the
crystal sea, the redeemed walk on water as
Mediators like Jesus. This is what baptism
pictured all along, The Great Prophers are the
ones who sit on twelve chrones as joinc-heirs
and advise, even bargain with, the Creator as
Advocates for the Creation. It is the Firsefruics
Church in heaven, Holy Ones who are human,
aalling down vengeance upon the unfaithful
Bride, the barren, thorny field bought wich
blood money. It begins a wedding supper in
heaven (in the ark) while the ravens pick the
flesh off the exccuted rebels. Great Prophets,
like God, change history using only words,
through a Covenant Body—the Bride. That is
what the New Testament is: the testimony of
the ascended Firstfruits Church.





images/00034.jpg
Christian begins to minister in basic ways.
He or she is, as yer, untested. There is
youthful enchusiasm. “I can conquer the
world: But God, why aren' you conquering
it at a speed with which I can relate?” One
becomes a voracious reader of the Bible
and drives older Christians insane with
questions. It s a time of learning to hear
the Word and, more onerously, to do what
you are told. The doers of the Law are the
justified

Testing - Adam as King (Lampstand).
‘The Christian is given some authority,
under God's Law. Decisions get tougher.
Sometimes it involves choosing wisely
berween the lesser of two evils. But the
Word i stll God’s, and unless the Law
is maintained as the Light, the rule can
become demonic. The Law was David’s
light, but Saul ended up with 2 demon.
This period, when we are empowered,
shining in our physical prime, s proba-
bly the toughest. Our obedience or
disobedience affects others directly.

Maturity - Adam as Prophet
(IncenselElders). For the Covenant Head,
Moses, it is Deuteronomy: time to pass on
the baton. The Word is now the Mans. He
interprets it from his own experience, as
Moses did. God spoke ac Ascension but now
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Solomon’s Temple was entirely stone, but Ezekiel's
Temple was a hybrid of stone and flesh, a halfway step
between the Old Covenant and the New.
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TRANSCENDENCE
€) Creation - “Father, forgive them; for they know
not what they do.”
JUDGMENT IS POSTPONED. (Sabbath)
HIERARCHY
Division - “Truly, I say to you, today you

9@

will be with me in Paradise.”
SAFE IN THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH. (Passover)

ETHICS
Ascension - “Woman, behold, your son!”
A NEW COVENANT. (Firstfruits)
Testing - “My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?”
CURSED UNDER THE LAW (Pentecost)

(] Maturity - “I thirst.”
THE HoLy WAR Is ENDED (Trumpets)

SANCTIONS
& Conquest - “It is finished.”
COVERING (Atonement)

SUCCESSION
€3 Glorification - “Father, into Your hands
T commit my spiric.” [NKJV]
INGATHERING (Booths)
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The people of Israel take the Covenant oath in Exodus
24. This stanza follows the five-fold Covenant pattern,
with the people speaking at Sanctions.

However, taking one step out from this structure, we
see that this is actually the second stanza. In the first
stanza, God speaks to Moses (Transcendence), and in
this second stanza, Moses speaks to the people
[Hierarchy) as the Lord's mediator. To Israel, Moses is
the God of Israel safely contained in a human box.

The stanza moves from 2 single mediator to 2 corpo-
rate mediator, from Covenant Head to Covenant Body.
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TRANSCENDENCE

€ Seven Atributes

N

(Light - Sabbath) Revelation 1
But you, the anointing

HIERARCHY
Seven Churches
(Firmament - Passover) Revelation 2-3
which you have received from Him
ETHICS
Seven Horns & Seven Eyes (Altar & Table) -
LAW GIVEN (Firstfruits) Revelation 4-5
dwells in you, (Land)
and you do not need that anyone teach you;
(Grain & Fruit)
Seven Seals - LAW OPENED
(Lights - Pentecost) Revelation 6-7
but as the same anointing
Seven Trumpets - LAW RECEIVED
(Swarms - Trumpess [Deuteronomy])
Revelation 8-15
teaches you concerning all things,
SANCTIONS - OATH
Seven Bowls
(Mediator - Atonemens) Revelation 16-19
and is true, and is not a lie,

SUCCESSION

© Seven Days

(Rest, Shekinah - Booths) Revelation 20-22
and just as it has taught you, (Adamic shelter)
you will dwell in Him. (Eve sheltered)
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The book of Revelation was the final warning in a
Covenant lawsuit. The process was begun by Jesus,
continued by the apostles, and completed by Jesus wi
His apostles—from heaven

Yet it was also a comfort to the suffering saints. The
painful transition from Covenant to Covenant would be
over shortly. The Covenant inheritance predicted in
Daniel 7 was soon to be fulfilled.

All the action took place in God's kitchen. He tore
down the Old Covenant, cut it up, set italight, and finally
the holy house was “filled with smoke” as His new
Bride approached.

The fact that the book is seven-fold, yet follows the
five-fold structure, enforces Jesus’ power to fulfll the
prophecy in history. Revelation is an open book, a
revelation.

At Sanctions, the Old Covenant body that refused to
drink Jesus’ Jew-Gentile cup of fellowship was forced
to drink it. Rather than receiving sound judgment,
internal Law, she would receive internal judgment. Her
generations were cut off in the Jewish War under
General Titus in AD70. All the genealogies were
destroyed with the Temple.

Understanding chapters 20-22 as Succession mezns
that not all of the book is fulfilled. This final section
concerns the future, our current age. It is the time
between the end of the Old Covenant and the end of the
New, the era between the first resurrection and the
second.
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© Creation - Abraham weeps for Sarah, then stands
up. He requests that he might purchase property
from the Hittites to bury her (Sabbarh)

HIERARCHY

@ Division - The Hittites acknowledge him as a
prince of God among them (part of their hou
hold) and offer him a choice of any of their best
tombs (Passover)

ETHICS

O Ascension - Abraham now stands up and bows
o the “people of the Land.” He asks that they
entreat Ephron, the owner of a cave in
“Machpelah” (“the double’) (Firstfiuits)

o) Testing - Ephron, sirting (enthroned as
ruler) among the Hittites, offers the entire
field for free (Pentecost)

©  Maturity - Once again, as he had with the
Gentile Abimelech, Abraham deals wisely. He
bows to Ephron, and offers to pay the full price
in silver (Trumpers)

SANCTIONS
Congquest - The cave and the trec-lined ficld
together constitute a Tabernacle. Abraham
becomes the lawful owner before the Hittites and
all who entered the city gate (Aronement)

© Glorification - Ahral\am burm Sarah in the Land
(Booths)





images/00128.jpg
1
God’s original ownership

T
Man’s stewardship
11
God’s kingdom: ‘Seek first”
11
God’s blessings: @/l these things”
I

Man's inheritance: ‘the meek shall inherit the Land”
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Great indeed, we confess, (Ark)
is the mystery of godliness: (Vzil)

He was manifested in the flesh, (Alar)
vindicated by the Spirit, (Table)

seen by angels, (Lampstand)
proclaimed among the nations, (Zncense)
believed on in the world, (Mediators)
taken up in glory. (Shekinah)
(1 Timothy 3:16).
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AGENT
OF GLORY

he Bible opens with 2 Garden and
T closes with a City. This simple

observation points to the meaning of
history, of process, of change, of time.
Something has happened during the years
between Genesis 1 and Revelation 22, and
that something is the work of glorification.
The worlc, created good, has been
transformed or transfigured. The potential
has become actual. The rew materiel has
been warked into art,

Man is God's agent for the glorification of the
world. Man is positioned between heaven and
earth. He started out at the apex of the
pyramic, the holy mountain. There he was
able to see into heaven, to perceive the
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ADAM'S PROHIBITION

€ Creation - Springs water the Land, but there is no
Man.

@ Division - Adam is formed onz of the dust,

O Ascension - raised up by the breath of God
and put into the Garden. He is given a
single, temporary PROHIBITION, then
symbolically broken in two to build a
“Tabernacle,” Eve

® Testing - The serpent seduces Eve and
their eyes are opened

2 Maturity - The PROHIBITION is now
obsolete. They attempr to hide their
nakedness

& Conquest - and are judged by the Lord.
Innocent substitutes with “breath” are de-
formed to cover them

@ Glorification - Instead of ingathering, there is
scattering
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(3%, TRANSCENDENCE
About this we have much to say. and it is hard to
explain, since you have become dull of hearing,

5% HIERARCHY
For though by this time you ought to be teachers,

ETHICS

you need someone to teach you again the basic
principles of the oracles of God.
You need milk, (Tiee of Life)
not solid food, (Tiee of Wisdom)
for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the
word of righteousness, since he s a child.

N SANCTIONS
But solid food is for the mature, for those who

have their powers of discernment trained by
constant practice

(%) SUCCESSION

to distinguish good from evil.

(Hebrews 5:11-14)
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EVE'S PROHIBITIONS

€) Creation - The world is filled with “rivers of

*

men,” but there is no mediatorial Man

Division - Israel is formed out ofa barren
womb (Circumcision)

Ascension - raised up by the hand of God
and put inzo the Land. They are given multi-
plied, temporary PROHIBITIONS, then
broken in two, many times over, to build a
new “Tabernacle,” the Church

Testing - Christ defeats the serpent and
sends His Spirit so the elect cannot be
deceived

Maturity - The PROHIBITIONS become
obsolete. The Firstfruits Church is robed in
white, witnesses boldly,

Conquest - and Herodian worship is judged by
the Lord. Old Covenant Istael is de-formed to
cover the saints (un-Circumcision)

€ Glorification - Under the Married Mediatorial

Man, rivers of living water flow out inco all the
nations
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Transcendence (/nitiation)
Moses came

Hicrarchy (Delegarion)
and told the people

Ethics (Laws)

ALL the words of the Lord
and ALL the rules.

And ALL the people

Sanctions (Oath)
answered with one voice
and said,

Succession (Furure)

“All the words

that the Lord has spoken
we will do.”
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heavenly pattern, and then bring it down into
the world and transform the earth
be done on earth as it is in heaven.” Just so,
Moses was shown the pattern on the
mountain, and then he built the Tabernacle on
the plain [Exodus 25:40). Just so, Jesus
ascended to @ mountain to speak the Sermon
on the Mount, giving the pattern of the
Kingdom to His disciples.

The labor of glorification takes nature and
turns it into culture. Henry Van Til has written
that culture “is the activity of man as image-
bearer of his Creator in forming nature to his
purposes.” The natural glories of the Edenic
world are reworked by man into the cultural
glories of the New Jerusalem.

James B. Jordan, Through New Eyes, Developing @
Biblical View of the World, pp. 117-118.
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TRANSCENDENCE
Seven Attributes
In a Garden of golden trees, Jesus, the “Tabernacle-
Man,” is distinct from un-glorified men. Revelation 1

HIERARCHY
Seven Churches
The New Church is s
filled with the Spirit. Covenant history
rized in letters to seven “angels.” Revelation 2-3
ETHICS
Seven Horns & Seven Eyes - LAW GIVEN
The Lamb opens the New Covenant scroll; the
Firstfruits saints are scaled. Revelation 4-5
Seven Seals - LAW OPENED
The true Church bateles the false Church in
the wilderness. Revelation 6-7
Seven Trumpets - LAW RECEIVED
The Church is two legal witnesses (the Law
witten on flesh by the Spirit) against Herodian
Revelation 8-15

SANCTIONS - OATH

Seven Bowls - Day of Coverings

The harlot drinks the cup. The Old Covenant
Church is dis-covered, de-robed, de-commis-
sioned. Having conquered the Land, the New
Covenant Church is recommissioned to conquer
the World. Revelation 16-19

SUCCESSION
Seven Days - Ingathering

The evil one is bound from gathering the nations
while Jesus gathers the nations. Revelation 20-22
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SEVEN WORDS FROM THE CROSS

IS <

Jesus has the power to forgive sins.

One "thief in the night” is taken, the other left.

Mary, as the faithful Old Covenant widow, is placed
into the care, under the shelter of, the New Covenant
apostles.

The scroll is opened zbove the true Israel. The
sentence reads, “King of the Jews.”

A Nazirite could drink no wine until he or she
returned from battle and paid their vow at the Temple.

“Itis finished" is 3 legal expression.

Jesus is gatherad to His faithful fathers, collected as
precious, fiery stones mined from the Land and arrayed
on the priestly breastplate, the bosom of Atraham.
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€) Creation - God calls a man
(Ark/Light/Sabbarh)

@ Division - He is set apart and slain
(VeillLight-filled CloudPassover)

(w} Ascension - He is “resurrected” as
food for others before God
(Altar & Table/Land/Firstfiuits)

Testing - His witness to the Law fills
others (Lampstand/Lights/Pentecost)

Maturity - They grow into an army
(Incensel Light-flled Clouds/ Trumpers)

Conquest - They are “resurrected” to
inherit the Gentile lands
(High Priest/Mediators/Atonement)

€ Glorification - God fills the new united kingdom
(Shekinah/Global Light Tabernacles)

% © O
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TRANSCENDENCE
€) Called (Ark - Command to Sacrifice)

HIERARCHY
& Sanctified (Veil - Sacrifice Cur)

ETHICS

(w) Ascended (Altar - Sacrifice Lifted up)
Presented (Table - Sacrifice Awaits)

® Purified (Lampstand - Holy Fire)

% Tansformed - Refined/Matured
(Incense - Smoke)

SANCTIONS
& Received (Mediator - Inhaled/judged by God)

SUCCESSION
€2 Accepted (Shekinah - One with God)
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Notice here that the three-fold Ethics governs every-
thing that occurs on the Altar. The knife con-forms us,
and the fire trans-forms us.
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A GOD
WHO WRITES

efore you were married [assuming for
B the moment that you arel, you had a
certain history before you. The day you
were married, you entered into 3 covenant
that changed that future history. That
marriage covenant dictated certain conditions,
which would make your lfe different from
then on. That marriage covenant, thus,
changed history by redirecting it. The same is
true of the contract(s) that created the United
States of America. The same is true of each
amendment to the Constitution. The same is
true of 3 business partnership contract

The rezlly big movements in history are
created by documents, by words, that set in
motion historical change. Augustine's De
Civitate Dei (Concerning the City of God created
the so-called Middle Ages. Mohammed's
Quran created the Islamic world. Thomas
Aguinas's writings created the Roman
Catholic Church. John Calvin's Institutes of the
Christian Religion created the mogern
Protestant world. Karl Marx's writings created
the communist movements
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SATAN'S SYNAGOGUE
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The Word of God is architectural. Like Solomon, the
apostles understood that there is a time to build up and
a time to tear down. Here is one of John's blueprints for
the New Creation.

The Christian Life isn't all mountaintap experiences.
Like Moses, we are given the pattern on the mountain,
then told to go down into the wilderness and build it.
Tne apostles built 2 New Jerusalem around Greater
Solomon, and then, from Twelve Thrones in heaven,
they tore down the old ane forever.

If you put this passage next to the seven woes upon
the Pharisees in Matthew, you will see the similarities
It is 2 condemnation of the Jews who rejected Christ
and His Spirit

So, the enemy is not the “bad world.” The Creation is
good. This is an exhortation to first century Jewish
Christians to have New Covenant eyes, so they can
rightly judge the short-sighted grasping of Herodian
warship as unwarthy of Succession.
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‘Transcendence
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Hierarchy
3 4
Work Land
Sabbath Father and Mother
Ethics
5 6
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Sanctions
7 8
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Fabse Blessings False Curses
Succession
9 10
Coveting Shelter Coveting the Sheltered

Formed House Filled House
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In Psalm 1, we have the seven-fold Creation pattern, but
step 5, Maturity, is the main point of the Psalm because
this in itself is expanded into the same structure.

The Word fills the Mediator at Testing (Day 4), which is
echoed at the Testing in the centre of Day 5. If Adam is
faithful in being governed by God's Law-Light, God
makes Adam a governor.

Adam’s actual Day 7 is included as a kind of
postscript within Maturity. Not only is it an unopened
scroll [five-fold), he is sifted like wheat and found
wanting. The “rushing wind" of the Lord's glory-cloud
visits Adam in the Garden and “scatters” him.

Finally, notice that the last three steps all contrast
the righteous with the wicked. At Trumpets, the
Pentecost Spirit makes the faithful fruitful, but the
wicked waste away under its plagues. At Atonement,
the goats are separated, and the sinners are expelled to
Azal. At Booths we find a combination of “Ingathering
and Covenant succession (“the way”) for the righteous.
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The Ark brings the command. The Veil sets apart
[sanctifies) the Hierarchy. Ethics transforms the sacri-
fice on the Altar, but here there is no obedience. The
external Law remains external. Flesh remains un-
filled. Instead of becoming like Moses in Deuteronomy,
this man has nothing to share.

The Law of Liberty is pictured as a bridal mirror. The
Laver was formed from bronze mirrors donated by the
women who served at the door of the Tent (Exodus 38:8).
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€) Creation - “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon

e

o

me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring
good news o the poors (Sabbath - Initiation)

Division - he has sent me to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty o the
captives, and the opening of the prison to
those who are bound; (Passover - Liberation)

Ascension - to proclaim the year of the
Lord's favor, and the day of vengeance of
our God; (Firstfiuiss - Promise of Wine)

Testing - to comforc all who mourn;
(Pentecoss - The Comforter)

Maturity - to grant to those who mourn in
Zion—ro give them a beauiful headdress
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness inscead
of mourning, the garment of praisc instead
of a faint spirit; (Trumpers - The Bride)

Conquest - that they may be called oaks of
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that
he may be glorified. (Aronement - Mediarors)

€9 Glorification - They shall build up the ancient

ruins; chey shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities, the devasta-
tions of many gencrations.” (Booths - Shelrers)

(Isaiah 61:1-4)
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IT IS FINISHED
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Many modern scholars believe that Revelation was
written after the destruction of Herod's Temple. This
means that either it was some sort of backwards
prophecy (and God never works this way, because His
prophecies always require a moral response), or it is
about something else entirely,

However, because it follows the structure of a
Covenant lawsuit, it most definitely concerns the
teaders of the Covenant people and their compromise
with the Roman state instead of their prophetic witness
0 it. The book's symbols are drawn from previous such
Covenant compromises and judgments throughout the
Old Testament, right back to the sons of Joktan and
Babel, and the sons of Seth in Genesis 6.

More importantly, if the Bible was a completed scroll
of witness before AD70, we can see the same Covenant
pattern in human history as we did between Moses and
Isrzel. At Testing, the sword of the Father falls upon the
Son. Jesus drinks the cup of Sanctions. Then, at
Conquest, we see the same sword coming from Jesus™
lips. He leads the victorious Firstfruits Church into the
World to divide it with the cup from His mouth.

Just as the books of Moses were completed before
Isrzel entered to conquer the Land, so the entire testi-
mony of Jesus was completed before the New Israel
entered to overcome the World.
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LIGHT AND LIGHTS

Covenant Structure in 1 John 2:27
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This is a subtle one. You may even think my analysis of
it 1s entirely arbitrary. But we are dealing here with
literature, and 1t is literature written by Spirit-filled
men raised on the Old Testament.

I have added subheadings to highlight how this struc-
ture is repeated in the Revelation, which we will Look at
shortly.

Firstly, we have the ancinting mentioned at Creation
(Light) 2nd at Testing [Lights).

Instead of a movement from external to internal Law,
the Law is entirely internal. We have a movement from
dwelling to teaching, Land to fruit.

Under the Sanctions, as sub-judges under our
Redeemer, we have the black stone and white stone,
the Urim and Thummim, in our hearts, arbitrating
through the peace of Christ [Colossians 3:15).

Finally, the process of dwelling and teaching is
reversed. The Law dwells in us, and we are taught. But
because we are taught, we dwell in Him. The “there-
and-back-2gain” of the New Covenant is complete
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SANCTIONS
Conquest - Therefore the wicked will not stand in
the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the
righteouss (Mediators)

SUCCESSION
€ Glorification - for the Lord knows the way of the
righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.

(Shekinah)
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DASHING HER LITTLE ONES

TRANSCENDENCE
© Creation - By the waters of Babylon,

there we sat down and wept,

when we remembered Zion. (Jsrael in the decp)

HIERARCHY

@ Division - On the willows there
we hung up our lyres. (The mourning of Passover)
ETHICS
©  Ascension - For there our captors

required of us songs,

and our tormentors, mirch, saying,
“Sing us one of the songs of Zion!"
(The Silent Tibernacle of Moses)

@ Testing - How shall we sing
the Lord’ song in a foreign land?
(The Wilderness)

©  Maurity - If I forget you, O Jerusalem,
let my right hand forger its skill!
Let my tongue stick o the roof of my mouth,
if 1 do not remember you,
if 1 do not set Jerusalem
above my highest joy!
(The jayous Tabernacle of David)

SANCTIONS
& Conquest - Remember, O Lord,
against the Edomites
the day of Jerusalem,
how they said, “Lay it barc, lay it bare,
down to its foundations!” (iun-Coverings)
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Old Covenant - Jewish Tent of Death

“TRANSCENDENC

€) Creation - Do not love the world or the things in
the world. (Ark - False Authority)

HIERARCHY
@ Division - If anyone loves the world, the love of
the Father is not in him. (Veil - False Mediator:
closed door/darkness)

ETHICS
(w] Ascension - For all that is in the world —

(False Altar) the lust of the flesh, (False Tuble)

® Pentecost - the lust of the eyes, (Lampstand -
False [Oral] Larw, eyes full of darkness)

©  Macrity - and the pride of life —

(Incense - False resurrection)

SANCTIONS
& Conquest - is not of the Father (Tiue Blesings)
but s of the world. (False Blessings)

New Covenant - Jew-Gentile Tent of Life

SUC SION
© Glorification - And the world (False source)

is passing away, (Veil torn)

and the lust of it; (Latw of death)

but he (Ruling star)

who does (Law of life)

the will of God (Mediation)
abides forever. (Fternal Succession)

(1 John 2:15-17 [NKJV])
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Jesus hands the scroll back to “the man in charge.” He
fulfills His part of redemption and leaves the increase
to the Spirit of God.

Notice that the eyes of the Jews are “enlightened”
until Jesus says the words are fulfilled. Then their eyes
are filled with darkness, as is the whole body.

At Maturity, Jesus alludes to two legal witnesses and
faithful Gentiles.

According to tradition, the second goat did return
from the wilderness once, to the horror of the people.
Because the Temple, unlike the Tabernacle, was not
actually in the wilderness, the gost was led in half-mile
stages, passed from man to man so that no one
exceeded the travel distance allowed on the Sabbath.
An arrangement was made for the last man to push it
backwards over a cliff to break its legs.

Finally, we have the High Priestly Pass-Through.
Jesus would fulfill the Abrahamic Covenant to faithful
Jews and Gentiles. Here, He actually reverses it
concerning the unfaithful Jews. They were spiritual
Canaanites and would be passed-through like the
divided animals, like every man, woman and child in
Jericho.
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€ Creation - Jesus teaches in the synagogues

9 Division - He comes to Nazareth, visits the
synagogue on the Sabbath day and stands up
0 read

() Ascension - The scroll of the prophec
Isaiah is given to Him. He unrolls the
scroll and reads about a two-edged
redemption. He rolls up the scroll, gives it
back to the atcendant and sits down

Testing - The eyes of all are fixed on
Him. He says, “Today this Scripture has
been fulfilled in your hearing.” They

marvel at His words

%  Maurity - The Jews invoke His humble
origins and reject Him as a prophet. Jesus
reminds them of some other rejected
prophets—Elijah and Elisha—who left the
Land and spoke to faithful Gentiles, the
Sidonian widow and Naaman the Syrian

WY Conquest - At this, the Jews drive Him out
of the town like the sccond goat and bring
Him to the brow of the hill on which their
town was built, so that they might throw Him
down the cliff,

€) Glorification - “But passing through their midst,

he went away.”
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"Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes
in me will also do the works that I do; and
greater works than these will he do,
because I am going ro the Father.”

John 14:12

“You know, your father was the caprain of a
Starship for 12 minutes. He saved 800 lives
including your mother’s and yours.

1 dare you to do better.”

Caprain Pike, to James T. Kirk,
in Star Trek (2009)
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THE BLESSED MAN

TRANSCENDENCE

€ Creation - Blessed is the man (Ark)

HIERARCHY
Division - who walks not in the counsl of the
wicked, (Veil)
ETHICS
Ascension - nor stands in the way of sinners,
(Alear) nor sits in the seat of scoffers; (Zible)

Testing - but his delight is in the law of the
Lord, and on his law he meditates day and
night. (Lampstand)

Maturity - (Tncense)

He s like a tree

(Day I - Genesis I:1, the “head” of ife)

[transplanted] by streams of water

(Day 2 - Genesis 1:7)
that yields its fruic (Day 3 - Genesis 1:11)

i its scason, (Day 4 - Genesis 1:14)

and its leaf does not wither.
(Day 5 - multitudes)

In all that he does, (Day 6 - Mediator)

he prospers. (Day 7 - Rest)
[Not so (Trunscendence)
the wicked, (Hierarchy)
but like chaff (Erhics)
the wind (Sanctions)
scatters them.] (Succession)?
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‘TRANSCENDENCE
€) Creation - “Bu the day of the Lord will come as a thicf
in the night, (un-Sabbath: wake up!)
HIERARCHY
Di which the heavens will pass away with a
great noisc, and the elements will mele with fervent

R

jon -

heats (un-Pascover: exposure t0 heavenss wrath)

ETHICS
Ascension - both the [LAND] and the works that
are in it will be burned up. (un-Firstfuits)

®@ 0

Testing
Transcendence
will be dissolved,
Hierarchy - what manner of persons ought you
0 be in holy conduet and godliness,
Ethics - looking for and hastening the
coming of the day of God,
Sancrions - because of which the heavens will be
dissolved, being on fire,
Succesion - and the elements will mele with fervent
heat? (Pentecost is fulflled nationally)

herefore, since all these things

@  Maturity - Nevertheless we, according to His
promise, look for new heavens and a new [LAND]
in which righteousness dwells.

(Trumpess: the Alear of resurrection)
SANCTIONS

Congquest - Therefore, beloved, looking forward to

these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace,

without spot and blameless. (Coverings)

SUCCESSION

€9 Glorification - and consider that the longsuffering of
our Lord [towards Isracl] is salvation. (Hybrid Booths)

(2 Peter 3:10-15 [NKJV])
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Those on the raised Land were the Jews. Those "under”
the Land were in the Gentile "Sea.”

Please note the position in this stanza of “every
tongue should confess.” As we analyze the Covenant
structure, this will become very significant
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Jesus' literary structure condemns the first century
Jewish leaders as Covenant breakers. It also indicates
that the faithful Gentiles would be the salvation of the
faithful Jews, restoring a future to Israel through a New
Covenant Jew-Gentile body, just s in the Book of Ruth,
The Samaritan was & surrogate for 2 barren “Naomi.

B's and V's get swapped a lot, in Hebrew particularly.
Our Old English word tavern [a meeting place) derives
viz Old French from the Latin taberna, 2 hut or a
dwelling. It is also possibly related to tabula, a table or
board, from traberna, which is in turn related to timber
beams from trees.

So, we can loosely stitch togetner a meeting place,
alcohol, tables, timber and trees. The Feast of
Tabernacles [Booths] was also known as Ingathering,
2nd it involved 2 lot of expensive meaty sacrifices and
lots of strang drink, with willing strangers welcome to
be “ingrafted” as branches into the holy Tree: the
perfect picture of the New Covenant Church of God.

Broken people frequent bars for a sad counterfeit of
fellowship. Imagine i they felt just as welcome at our
love feasts, where the wine and oil are not only free but
symbols of something even better—the Holy Spirit
between us.
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TRANSCENDENC]
Creation - Adam and Eve are at rest with God, and
united with onc another as onc flesh. Their sin
brings about disunity (Sabbarh)

HIERARCHY
Division - The disunity is signified by the barrier
of clothing they place between cach other and
s and God, and they flee from
the blessed presence of God (Passover)
ETHICS
Ascension - God accuses them of eating from
the forbidden trec (Firstfiuits)
Testing - The height of disunity is scen as
Adam blames God and Eve, and both
humans reject their position as heavenly
rulers over the carth (Pentecost)

between themsel

Maturity - God curses the serpent to cat dust
(Trumpers)
SANCTIONS

Conquest - Gods judgment upon the woman
and the man signifies that they are no longer to
experience the same kind of blessed nearmess to
Him, and that they are alienated from Him
(Aronement)

SUC ON
Glorification - Adam and Eve are excluded from
God’s sabbath, but they are reunited with cach other,
and God gives them clothing! (Boorhs)
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€) Glorification - Adam as Grea Father (Reso).
Surprisingly; there seems to be another step. In all
the carchly parcerns we know what this means. e
is Covenant Succession, patenthood, Covenant
Man becoming creator of the next cycle. It s the
Great Prophet gathered to be with his fathers, yet
still speaking from the grave as the prophets and
apostles do today. In heaven, it is our personal
and corporate experience of God the Father being
all, and in all. We have entered into His rest.
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TRANSCENDENCE

€) Creation - Adam, as Word, initiates the act of

<]

(u]

(0]

[\]

procreation that will change history (Sabbath)

HIERARCHY
Division - Eve responds (Passover)
THICS
'hey are united as one flesh

Ascension -
(Firstfruits)

Testing - This step is the harvest. The Bible

uses the cuphemism of the threshing floor o
the grinding of the mill for the sexual act.
Here, Adam as ligh fills Eve as lights
(Pentecoss)

Maturity - Through pregnancy, Eve shines.
She also “expands” (Trumpers)
SANCTIONS

Congquest - Eve, as “Land,” (eminine in Hebrew)

begets a Man from the Lord, Cain. There is

blood and water. The old house, the placenta, is
cast out (Aronement)

SUCCESSION

€ Glorification - Because of Adam’s failure, every

child that opened the womb was a “man of sin” and
required redemption by blood—an animal substi-
tute, or a payment if the family was poor (Booths)
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HIERARCHY
Division - The scribes and the Pharisces brought a
woman who had been caught in adultery, and
placing her in the midst they said to him, “Teacher,
this woman has been caught in the act of adultery.
(Passover)
ETHICS
Ascension - Now in the Law Moses commanded

us to stone such women. So what do you s
his they said to test him, that they mi
some charge to bring against him. Jesus bene down
and WROTE WITH HIS FINGER on the

[Land]. (Firstfruits)

Testing - And as they continued to ask him, he
stood up and said to them, “Let him who is
without sin among you be the first to throw a
stone at her.” (Pentecost)

ht have

Maturity - And once more he bent down and
WROTE on the [Land]. But when they heard it,
they went away one by one, beginning with the
older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the
woman standing lin the midst]. (Trumpets)

SANCTIONS

Conquest - Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman,

where are they? Has 1o one condemned you?” She

said, “No one, Lord.” (Aronement)

SUC

TON

€9 Glorification - And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn

you; go, and from now on sin no more.” (Baaths)

(John 8:2-11)
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Esau’s decisions were the outcome of Isaac’s lack of
judgment. Esau chose food over the Covenant because
Isaac had done the same. He loved Esau because he
was 2 hunter. As with Lamech, Esau’s polygamy was the
outcome of his father's initial lack of judgment. The son
was unable to choose the good and hate the evil, to
distinguish between light and dark, to give himself to
one woman by Covenant.

Jacob's World cycle, as with Abraham’s, is sevenfold.
Due to lsasc’s lack of “Light,” 2 condition which
reflected his lack of spritual judgment, the Lord,
through Rebekah's wisdom, stepped in to choose the
good. He reconfirmed his choice of Jacob. As the Urim
and Thummim, He chose between the two goats. Peter
Leithart writes:

“Esau is a ‘hairy man’ [salyr], something we learn
only when Jacob dresses himself in goat hair to
approach his father (Genesis 27:11, 23). Jacob
becomes a hairy one, subbing in for his brother. The
only other use of the word in Genesis is in 37:31, where
it describes the 'kid killed to fool Jacob into thinking
that Joseph has died. Bath passages involve substitu-
tion, and both involve deception of a father.

Leviticus 16 is the great chapter about hairy goats.
The word is used fourteen times in the chapter to
describe the two goats used in the Day of Atonement
rite. On the day of “coverings, Israel is covered with
goat skin to receive the blessing of the firstborn; on
the day of coverings, a hairy kid is killed in place of the
beloved SOn.” (Peter J. Leithart, Hairy Goats, www.iekhart.com)





images/00041.jpg
None of these are formally dated covenant/
contract documents, but they are history-
initiating words nanetheless.

Covenant words are more official, and thus
are more precisely dated. We find in the Biole
that God creates history by authoring
covenants that set in motion a different future
For instance, God's covenants with Abrem
(Abraham) generted a different future for
him and his descendants.

Given that God s a God who writes covenants,
2nd moves history forward along His plan by
means of such covenants, we should be very
surprised if these covenants were not dated
In fact, of course, they are dated, often very
precisely.

And this brings us to the third offense against
the modern mind. It is bad enough that
Christians believe in 2 God who speaks; it is
worse that Christians believe in 2 God who
does not leave things to oral tradition but
actually writes things down. But it seems to
oe supremely offensive to believe in 2 God
who actually dates His writings. That is,
nonetheless, exactly what God hes done.

James B. Jordan, Covenants and Dates,
BIBLICAL CHRONOLOGY, Vol. &, No. 9.
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TRANSCENDENCE
Creation - Ahasuerus calls for a new bride

HIERARCHY
Division - Esther is elected as most beautiful

ETHICS

Ascension - Esther is crowned queen.
Haman is exalted, accuses the people of the
Land and decrees their deaths (RAW LAW)

Testing - In the royal Garden, the faithful
bride offers herself up for her people. The
deceiver drinks from the cup of jealousy
(INTERNAL LAW) and is impaled in his
own official house, “lifred up” between
heaven and carth

Maturity - A second decree (BRIDAL LAW)
musters God’s people as an army. Like Noah's
animals, the Gentile leaders of the Persian
“World” submit to Mordecai

SANCTIONS
Conquest - The Lord brings victory in an
“extended day,” as He did for Joshua

SUCCESSION
Glorification - The spoil of holy war is dedicated
to the new Temple, and a new feast is established
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Jesus’ words to His disciples concerning friendship
begin to make more sense to us:

TRANSCENDENCE
© Creation - “You are my friends if you do what [
command you.

HIERARCHY
©  Division - No longer do I call you servants, for
the servant does not know what his master is
doing;
ETHICS
(=] Ascension - but | have called you friends, for

all that I have heard from my Father I have
made known to you,

Testing - You did not choose me, buc I
chose you

©  Marity - and appointed you (Word)

that you should go and bear fruit (Sacrament)
and that your fruit should abide,
(Governmens)

SANCTIONS
@ Conquest - so thac whatever you ask the Facher
in my name, (Mediators)

SUCCESSION
© Glorification - he may give it to you.” (Shekinah)

(John 15:14-16)
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THE RESCUE OF EVE

'RANSCENDENCE

© Creation - Early in the morning he came again to the
temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down
and taught them. (Sabbarh)

I &

John's account of the woman caught in adultery
highlights the satanic nature of legalism. The garden of
Eden is not replayed here; rather, it is a sequel. The
woman stands in the midst 2s the Altar of Incense, the
fragrant “army” between the false Lampstand and the
Adamic Table. She has been enticed, but her sin is one
of wandering astray. Her accusers’ sin is high-handed.

John establishes Jesus' authority over the true Bride,
then brings in the Pharisees as a false Hierarchy, one
that s only interested in “passing over” its own sin.

Most importantly, notice the Raw Law written by
Jesus with His finger at Ascension Sinail and the resur-
rected Law written at Maturity. Based on what we saw
with the Ten Words, perhaps His first “engraving’
concerned Murder, and His second concerned Adultery.

The false "elder” army is scattered at Maturity, and
only the true Bride is left. The Law is now internal in all
cases. At Sanctions, He gives her no cup to drink but
receives her.

Notice that Jesus begins seated, bends down as
Bronze Alter, stands up as the true Lampstand, bends
down as Incense Altar, then stands as High Priest. A
complete Tabernacle, He shelters and commissions her
2t Booths.

The authenticity of this passage is disputed by some.
The literary structure is a strong argument in its favor.
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TRANSCENDENCE
Creation to Abraham: Initiation
PHYSICAL HEAVENS AND EARTH - WORLD.
(including the flood) establishing Covenant history
The world as Tabernacle

HIERARCHY
Abraham to Christ: Delegation
SOCIAL HEAVENS AND EARTH - LAND
(Israel as Covenant: nacions divided by circumcision)
People as Tubernacle - stones of death governed
from earth by Messianic bloodline

ETHICS
Christ: Presentation, Purification, Transformation
HUMAN HEAVENS AND EARTH - GARDEN
(Christ as Covenant)
A Man as Tabernacle

SANCTIONS
Chist to last judgment: Vindication
SOCIAL HEAVENS AND EARTH - LAND
(Church as Covenant: nations united
by baptism and cup)

Peaple as Temple - living stones governed
from heaven by Messianic Spirit
SUCCESSION
Eternity: Continuation
PHYSICAL HEAVENS AND EARTH - WORLD
restored, fulfilling the Covenanc
The world as Tabernacle
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Just as Daniel ministered as Head at the beginning of
the captivity, so Esther pictures the Bridal Body.

The royal marriage pictures Ezekiel's Temple, a Jew-
Gentile construct with authority over a larger Land.

The book begins and ends with feasts, with a national
fast at the centre.

The submission of the Gentile leaders fulfills Isaizh's
references to the wolf and lamb dwelling together.
Isaiah 11in particular uses Noahic symbols to describe
this vindication of the Restoration Covenant.

The extended day reminds us of Joshua's long day.

The new feast, "Purim,” celebrated the Lord's decep-
tion of Haman through his use of the lot. The Urim and
Thummim were external Law fulfilled eventually at
Pentecost. The last time the lot is used by God's people
is in the election of Matthias to replace Judas. The lot is
now internal Law, the peace of Christ arbitrating in our
hearts (Colossians 3:15).

In Ezekiel 38-39, this victory is predicted in a vision as
holy fire. Esther prefigures the gospel age.
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© Creation - Blind Isac calls Esau (Sabibarh - Light)

HIERARCHY
®  Division - and sends him hunting. Rebekah
hatches a plot. She dresses Jacob in the robes of
the beast and covers him with goatskin
(Passouer - Firmament/Veil)

ETHICS

O Ascension - He “ascends” before his father. He
ke the field (Day 3). The meat and
wine are accepted, and he receives the bless-
ing—including plenty of grain and wine.
Dominion over the nations is promised
(Firstfruits - Land and Sea)

® Testing - Esau returns, and Isaacs eyes are
“opened” to the truth. Jacob’ dec
exposed (Pentecost - Lights)
©  Matrity - Esau will live by the sword and
serve his brother until he breaks his yoke
(Covenant unity despised) (ZTrumpets - Swarms)

SANCTIONS
& Conquest - The days of mourning for Isaac arc at
hand. Esau hatches a plot o slaughter Jacob (the
scapegoar), so he might again be the firstborn
(Atonement - Mediators)
SUK JON
© Glorification - Rebekah advises Jacob to flec Esau's
fury. She laments Esau's upside-down covenants, his
Gentile marriages on Gentile terms (Booths - Shelter)
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€ Creation - Let this mind be in you which was als
in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God,
did not consider it robbery to be equal with God

®  Division - but made Himself of no reputatior
waking the form of a bondservant, and coming i
the likeness of men.

() Ascension - And being found in appearance
as a man, He humbled Himself and became
obedient to the point of death, even the
death of the cross.

® Testing - Therefore God also has highly
exalted Him and given Him the name
which is above every name,

] Maturity - that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of
those on [the Land], and of those under [the
Land],

& Conquest - and that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,

© Glorification - o the glory of God the Father.
(Philippians 2:5-11)
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THE MAN OF SIN
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This chart highlights the correspondence between
physical and spiritual adultery.

Both acts form or deform our character. Both acts fill
the future—with plunder o plagues. Sexually transmit-
ted diseases are most certainly plagues, but our
children themselves can be a blessing or a curse, 2 cup
that runs over into society. Sometimes the children of
our deeds are, well, actual children. They are twice the
children of heaven, or twice the children of hell,

Like Adam's sin, sex either secures or sells the
future. It is not a toy. It is [among many other glorious
things) a weapon. A righteous man should desire to
have a quiver full of godly children (Psalm 127:5). The
children of Israel were a plunder for God and a plague
to His enemies.
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By adding the Covenant structure to this cycle by James
Jordan, we can observe that Adam and Eve rejected
God's Transcendence—the fact that He is distinct from
Man—and this resulted in the rejection of the Covenant
Hierarchy delegated to them.

The serpent, the “shining one,” becomes a plague
instead of captive plunder at Maturity. He is demoted to
the swarming-crawling creatures described in
Leviticus 11, creatures that invade the human house
and defile it.

Jordan notes that the serpent is cursed directly, but
the curse upon the man and woman s mediated
through the soil.

The serpent suffers two curses, a judgment that is
both out-of and into: 3 de-forming and a de-filling

The different curses upon Adam and Eve at Sanctions
reflect their delegated stations before God. The curse
upon Adam relates to his head, the sweat of his brow
(or literally, his nose). He is the initiator in charge of
providing food and protection for those who would
otherwise be widows and orphans—forming. The curse
upon Eve relates to her body, and the future, the
Succession—filling.






